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ICC 1ssues arrest
warrants against
Netanyahu, Gallant,
and Hamas leaders

/

Serious charges: Benjamin Netaryahu and Yoav Gallant durirg a
prezs meet in the Kirya military oase in Tel Avivin 2023. REUTERS

I ASL, LTS LIYTLY.

Associated Press Mr. Neranvahu con-
THE HAGUE demned the arrest warrant
against him, saying Isra

“rejects with disgust 11 Mr, Netanyahu and oth
absurd and false actions

Stk eatiel aieat wHE. 1o st foinat nle o ErAstAel lead:—:-rs: have con
rants on Thursday for Is- his uffice, he said: “The demned ICC Chief Prosec

raeli Prime Minister Bemja- & othing more just th: utor Karim Khan'’s reques

: ; the war that Israel h .
min Netanyahu, his former .. waving in Gaza? for warrants as “disgrace

Defence Minister Yoav.Gal-  The decision turns v ful” and “anti-Semitic”
lant and Hamas officials, Netanyahu and the othe [J,S, President Joe Bider
accusing Thefll o war into internationally war 109 the prosecutor anc

, + 1 ed suspects and is likely
Eﬁziﬂigd;{;ﬁiiigfﬂgt further isolate them ar €xpressed support for Is

+ complicate efforts to neg rael’s right to defend itsel
month war in Gaza and the

tiate a cease-fire to end tl .
October 7, 2023 attack on fighting. But its practic 35aINSt HAMas.
Teraal

implications could be limit-
ed since Israel and its ma-
jor ally, the U.S., arc not
members of the court and
two of the Hamas officials
were killed in the contflict.

-

The International Criminal

racrnactivalyr

against Hamas.

The three-judge panel
issued a unanimous deci-
sion to issue warrants for
Mr. Netanyahu and Mr. Gal-
lant. “The Chamber consi-
dered that there are rea-
sonable grounds to believe
that both individuals inten-
tionally and knowingly de-
prived the civilian popula-
tion in Gaza of objects
indispensable to their sur-
vival, including food, wa-
ter, and medicine and
medical supplies,” the de-
cision said.

The court also issued a
warrant for Mohammed
Deif, one of the leaders of
Hamas, over the October
2023 attacks that triggered
Israel’s offensive in Gaza.
The 1CC chief prosecutor
withdrew his request for
warrants for two other se-
nior Hamas figures, Yahya
Sinwar and Ismail Hani-
yeh, after they were both
killed in the conflict.
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Rock-cut footprints, human figure dating back to
Megalithic period unearthed at Kerala’s Kanhirapoil

C.P. Sajit
KASAEAGOD

A remarkable archaeologi-
cal discavery has come to
light at Kanhirapoil in Ma-
dikkai grama panchavat of
Kerala where 24 pairs of
prehistoric feotprints and
a human figure have been
found carved inro rock on
private property. Experts
believe these carvings date
hack to the Megalithic pe-
riodd, providing a fascinat-
ing glimpse into ancient
cultura.

The find was first re-
ported by local archaccelo
gy cnthusiast Sathcesan
Ealiyanam recently, follow-
ing which archacologist
['rofessor Ajith Kumar and
history Professor Nanda-
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Archaeological discovery: Megalitaic ara rack-cut footprints

dscevered at a private property in Kanhirapail in Kasaragoed.

kumar Koroth confirmed
its significance during a
sire visit.

The carvings, made
with iron tools, include
footprints varying in size
from six to 10 inches, sug-

gesting representations of
both children and adults.
At the end of the foot

prints, a human figure has
been intricately etched, ac

companicd by four circalar
pits around ir.

Mr. Kumar said that the
foatprints represent souls
of dead people and have
been carved out to honour
them. All the foatprints are
pointing towards the west.
However, local people be-
lieve these footmarks to be
that of a goddess.

He further said these
carvings hear similarities
to prehistoric rock art
found in Avalakki Pera in
Idupi district in Karnata-
ka. Notably, this discovery
aligns with earlier findings
in north Kerala, inclading a
temple decoration at Erik-
ulam Valiyapara in Kasara
god, a running tiger near
Bangalam  Government
Highcr Sccondary School
in Necleswaram, human fi
gures in Chesnreni Ariyit-

tapara, bull figures at"Ettu-
kudukka in Kannur, and
the celebrated carvings at
Edakkal Caves in Wayanad.

He said the 2,000-year-
old rock art sheds light on
the lives and artistic ex-
pressions of early inhabi-
tants of Madikkai grama
panchayat and Kerala as a
whale.

These carvings and arte-
facts found here have long
heen attributed to the Me-
galithic period, indicating
a shared cultural heritage
in prehistoric north Kerala,
Mr. Kumar said. He added
that this discovery rein
forces the historical signif
cance of the area and in-
vites further cxploration
into the region's ancicent

pasL
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‘Global consensus must to face challenges in using Al for governance’

The Hindu Bureau
CHENMNAI

Global consensus is re-
quired in formulating regu-
lations for using Artificial
Intelligence (Al) in gover-
nance to face emerging
challenges such as copy-
rights, data protection,
and cyber vulnerability is-
sues, and it is time to think
of expanding the usage of
Al to newer areas, said pa-
nellists at the The Hindu Al
Summit 2024 here on
Thursday.

During a panel discus-
sion on the topic ‘Al Driven
Governance-Concept  to
Practical Application’,
moderated by Ramya Kan-
nan, Chief of Bureau, Ta-
mil Nadu, The Hindu, Su-
priva Sahu, Additonal
Chief Secretary, Depart-
ment of Health and Family
Welfare, Government of
Tamil Nadu, said the
Health Department, in
2022, had introduced Al in

diagnosing tuberculosis in
six districts in the State.

“We have 45 mobile
vans fitted with digital X-
ray machines to go around
in remote and inaccessible
areas. Out of these, six
vans have been htted with
an Al tool, and more than
56,000 people have been
screened by this tool in the
last two years. The rate of
detection, in comparison
to the traditional models,
is twice, and it is as precise
as it would be done
manually.”

Expanding use

Ms. Sahu said it is time to
think of expanding the use
of Al to newer areas.

“We were wondering
what we can do to prevent
elephant deaths on railway
tracks in Coimbatore dis-
trict, where the railway
tracks pass through the for-
est and divide two reserve
forest patches. Elephants
migrate from one patch to

Call for regulation: Thamaraiselvan 5., AVP, Infosec Governance; Hasti Trivedi, President, Chief Digital and Al Officer, Firstsource; B.
Ravindran, head, Department of Data Science and Al, IIT-M; and Supriya Sahu, Additional Chief Secretary, Department of Health and Family
Welfare, at a session moderated by Ramya Kannan (left), Chief of Bureau, Tamil Madu, The Hindu, in Chennai on Thursday. AKHILA EASWARAN

another to drink water and
forage. There were acci-
dents resulting in the death
of elephants. But Al came
to our rescue,” she said.
She said in the health
sector, Al had the potential
to play an important role in
screening refractive eye er
rors among children and
detecting pregnancy-in-
duced hypertension (PIH).
stressing the need to

build adequate digital in-
frastructure before Al can
have an impact, B. Ravin-
dran, head, Data Science
and Artificial Intelligence,
Indian Institute of Technol-
ogy-Madras, urged govern-
ments to actively work to
wards this.

“Al is not a single tech-
nology, but a slew of diffe-
rent things. We don’t need
Al to solve all problems.

We have to figure out what
i5 the right solution that we
need, especially in gover-
nance... What we see in
most of the places where
AT has made an impact, the
actual Al solution itself is
about 20 to 30% of the sys-
tem,” he said.

A note of caution
He also sounded a note of
caution that pushing the

current state of Al models
into governance would in-
stitutionalise models and is
likelv to ignore our cultural
map. “We can talk about
building Al models for the
Indian condition. But we
need to put in a lot of etfort
trying to build these safe-
guards for India. There is
so much that is unique, like
language, cuisine, litera-
ture to every State and re-

gion in this country that we
need to capture.” He also
said the Union government
is planning to set up an Al
safety institute soon.

Hasit Trivedi, president,
Chief Digital and Al Officer,
Firstsource, said India has
taken the lead in getting a
global consensus on Al in
governance. “The bias,
fairness, and risks have al-
ways been there since the
birth of Al. But new things
which came because of
generative Al are copyright
issues, data protection is-
sues, and cyber vulnerahil-
ity, and they require global
consensus... From the In-
dian context, we have to be
very careful because we
should not be exporting
the data. Data protection,
usage, and localisation are
extremely critical. T think
we should ensure that we
as a country do not be-
come digital slaves.”

He also said, only the
United States of America,

China, and India have the
potential to create Al tech-
nologies. “The U.S. has al-
ready created Al. China is
in the race. India is the po-
tential third country which
can make a meaningful
contribution to global AL"

S. Thamaraiselvan, As-
sistant Vice-President, In-
fosec Governance, Hexa-
ware, said: *The accuracy
of the output that Al pro-
vides depends on the
amount of data fed. In this
context, we are already
witnessing the digitisation
in government sectors that
is yielding results in terms
of the efficiencies in con-
suming various services...
Indians are the largest con-
sumers of generative Al to-
day. But we should explore
how India can become a
generator of Al technolo-
gies rather than consum
ing it. Even if we are con-
suming the data, we
should explore to localise
it to the Indian context.”
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Quality check: Saravanakumar Krishnamurthy, Rajan
Sethumman, Rajiv R.G., and Santhesh T.G. at the summit, B RAGH

Al can be an cffective
tool if availability of
clean data is ensured
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The Hindu Bureau
CHEMNNAI

Data is like oxygen and for
artificial intelligence (Al) to
be useful, one needs "oxvg-
endated data”, the “clean
data” that is available with
4 company, said Santhosh
T.G., Chief Digital Ofhcer,
Switch Mobility, at The
Hindu Al Summit 2024 on
Thursday.

During a panel discus-
sion on AT in Decision-
Making: Enhancing Data-
Driven Strategies’, he said,
“Data plays a major role.
When a manufacturing
company can have a batta-
lion of people to check
vehicle quality, 1 think ir i
the right rime that every
organisation also had a
couple of people to check
that the quality of data
coming is also correct.”

Stating that Al is still a

co-pilot, RKajiv B.G., Chiel

Information Officer, Bawan
Cyhertek, said the ques-
tion whether “Al can make
a decision with an empath-

gtic view” remains to be
answered.

“I came across a person
in an interior village who
runs a door-to-door beauty
parlour set up [after] seek-
ing a loan in the microfi-
nance industry. She was
denied the loan by Al be-
cause her credit exposure
is high, but a salesperson
said that she was a good
customer and has scope to
expand and that she would
alsn be able to repay the
loan. The empathy angle is
missed,” he said.

In the discussion, mod-
crated by Nagaraj N., Vice
President, Content Analyt-
ics & Data, ‘The Hindn
Group, Saravankumar
Krishnamurthy, Chief Tn-
formation Security Officer,
Vivriti Capital, said, Al will
not replace human touch.

Rajan Scthuraman,
Chief Executive Othcer, La-
tent  View, =said he
“wonldn’t worry roa miich
about the quality of the da-
ta as a major stumbling
Dlock™.
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India needs an environmental health regulatory agency

he 2024 Conference nf Parties (COP 290
ends in Baku, Azerbaijan today. As a
elobal voice for developing countries,
India will push for ambitiows Clinate
mitigation financing from developed nations. At
the zame tme, pollutants in owr ain, water and
Jand cortinue to pose grave bealth rskes.
According uo e Endssions Gap Beport 20024
frovm the Umited MNations Environnenr
Programime, India has seen over 5% more
green house gas emizsions than the previous year.
These rar examplas show thar India iz af a
critical juncture inits emvircnmental and puhlic
health jourmey.

As d nadon, India contimues tocxpericnoe
rapid economie growth, so e interdependencies
between climate, environment, health, and the
econemy are undeniable but capacities w
ackdress these saues holistically are loobed. 1Es
time for India o estahlish an snwbironmental
health regulatory agency (FHRA), wehich conbd
lead to more comprehensive and cohesive
environmentil governanee that foomsey
simmiltanemishy on pallutian camtrnl amd health
risk mitigation.

The urgency of integration

There ave profound and imimadiate
environmental health challenges to address in
India, Mumerous epidemiclegical studies
conducted across muliiple Smoes and moral and
urbsam popailations have uncoversd the
detrimental health effects of exposure to air,
witer and soil pillutantz, which include a wide
ranpe 0f non- corrrmurdcable diseases. For
exaniple, exposuee o air polluton, PMe:
particular, is now konown to be associated with
resplratcry, cardiovascular and metabolic
diseases, pregnancy outcomes, child growth and
dewelopment mwd even menial health disorders,
This pnses risks tn the most vulnerahle
populations, such as children, the elderly, and
financially poor groups.

Building on effnrts of the Central Pollution
Control Board (CPCE) and the Ministry of
Envircnment, Fereat and Climate Change
(MOEFCC), India’s current covironmental
goaertEnce model needs o he more integrated
with health, The CFCE focuses on polludon
conrol, while the MoEFCC handles broader
enviranmental policies, and dhe Ministry of
Healith amsd Family Welfare (MaHFW) nndertakes
inteprared diseaze surveillance and management.
There is a disconnect between environmental
muonitoring, health impact asscssmaenes, and
ermissions control, given litte o no data floss
across these Ministries,

A centralised agency such as an EIIRA could
integrate enwviranmental and health daca,
alleradinge policymakers o frack, regulate, and
mitigate these impacts effectively, with
much-needed inter-disciplinaricy.

There are examples oo nspire ws: the 1S,
Emvironmental Prodectinn Agency (EPA],
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Germany’s Federal Environment Agency (1TRA),
and Japan's Mindsory of the Environment (MOE)
provide robust frameworks thar bridze
cnvironmental management with public bcalth
protection.

The EPA's approach covers 2 bt of ground - it
repulates air and water quality, manages waste,
and controks wxic substances while relying on
intezrared science assessments thar imclinds
Iealth together with vigorous enforcement,
Germany's UBA focuses on emvironmental policy,
g air, water and waste remilations while
champianing sustaimable enermy and clirate
initiwtives, Japan's MOE tackles polhution,
choemical satety, and coosystem protection. It
collaborates with health and scieoce agencies mw
monitor envirenmental health, enforee pollution
contrels, and address wrban polludon and
radiation ssues,

The explicit infegration of environment and
health is part of the ronfine opsratinnal
framewaork ar these global agencies. [Taving an
apeney such 45 an EHRA in place could help India
formulare & nnitied response toall tymes of
padlution, advocate cumulative accountahiliny
mechanlsms and collabaorate with international
bodics to negotiate for and adopt best practices
that simultaneously address health and
environment,

A data-driven, evidence -based framework
Fffertive regulation i il ipen reliahlbe wnd
context-specific data. In this context, significant
ghobal funding is invested in environmental
health eects rescarch o establish a robust
evidence base for policies. Even though
organisations such as the Indian Council of
Medical Research (1CHE) provide essential
support for eovarommental bealdh reseanch, their
impaact is soamewhat Timited wdthot & central
by to bring together and translate this data info
practical policies,

An EHEA would enable India to adopt an
evidence-intormed and science-driven regulatory
framework, commiszioning studies specific to the
nmation's undque spwironmental health challenges,
such as poor air gquality, vector borne discasces,
effects of persistent organic chemicals and heavy
mietal sxposires in the context of changing
land-use pamerns and the consequences of
climate change on lwalth svstems, Integrating
health impaet asssssments (HEAS) vto all
significant projects, such as urban development
and infrastructure planning, would alloar
decision makers w understand and mitigate
health risks hefore they escalate.

Contrary 1o concerns thar environmental
regulation may impede economic growth, an
EHRA could promote sustainable practices hat
drive innawation, ereate green jihs, amwd suppart
long-tarm financial resilience, For instance, the
L5, EPA has ghown that its presence and work do
nixt hinder coonomic growth but spur
invesrments in renewahle energy, suskainahle

agricnlture, and pollutinn prevention while also
increasing life expectancy.

India's economic trajectory need mot be ac
odds with covirommental bealth, Ao incentiyised
energy ransition and public health campaigns
arcund environmental kealth could eneourage
enberpriscs W transitgon o cleancr technologics.
An EHEA can develop policy instroments that
will help the narinn align ervironmeental health
objectives with economic policies, which in ourn
winild promote sustainable development that
henefits the enviranment, puldic health, and the
seonomy at the same time.

Imvolving the public is essential for the success
at eovironmental bealth initiatives. In India, an
EHBEA could be critical in educating citiaens on
environmental health risks and empowering
communities o advocate cleaner air, water, and
Dealthder lving condations, Cilizen nitoyves and
fhe rale of non-governmental organisations are
pivotal, given the nesd for aocoantabiliog to start
bttom-up, from the local bodies and panchayat
lewesls. The rde of communicators and jourmalises
is. crincial in highlghring aned sapparting thess
initiatives.

India has signed the Parls Agreement and has
committed to the Sustamable Desclopment
Goals. An EHRA would be instromental i helping
India meet these commitments by aligning
national policies with global standards, It would
also contribute o collective efforts m tackle
climate and health challenges including
addressing transhoundary issues.

Emvironmental health issues vary significantly
aeross India’s regions, =0 we must meve from a
ope-stzefls-all approach and loealise
interventons. An EHRA could work dosely with
State and municipal governments o ensures the
deselopment and enforeement of policies that ane
taibored to envirommental solutions for the
umiquee needs af each area. By developing a
granmular national platform for monitoring and
avcountability, India could track health outcormes
in detail, leading tn more effective and rimely
responses to local needs

Building accountability

Establishing an EHEA in India would not be
without challenges, from bureaucratic inertia o
resistance from industry stakeholders wary of
regulation. However, clear frameworks fo
inter-ministerial coordination, measuralhle
objectives, and cross-sectoral cooperation could
help overcome these barriers. An EHRA shoukd
b operativnally independent, guided by
scientific expertise, and empowered to enforce
policies that pricritise public health,

India's recent successes in meeting renewable
energy Bngels higlligl tue naon’s capacity for
ambitions, svstemic changa. An EHEA conld Tiild
on these achievements wo strengthen Indias
govermince of its emdronmental health crisis by
framing polluton contral as both 2 public health
imerative and an econnmic oppoTiinity
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