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BPSC Mains – Modern History and Art & Culture 

Q.1: Write a short note on each of the following: 

a) Major characteristics of the Patna Kalam style 

b) Key provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935 

c) Role of Dr. Karpoori Thakur in the upliftment of the backward classes in Bihar 

d) Causes of the failure of the Quit India Movement 

e) Significance of the Champaran Satyagraha 

Q.2: 

a) Explain the key characteristics, nature, and impact of the 19th-century tribal movements on the nationalist movements of 

the 20th century. 

b) Although the Quit India Movement failed in terms of immediate results, it significantly contributed to India's path to 

independence. Critically analyze this statement. 

Q.3: 

a) Analyze the key features of Mauryan art and identify the areas where it differs from Pala art. 

b) Discuss the origin, key features, and decline of the Patna Kalam style. Also, briefly discuss its socio-economic aspects. 

Q.4: Write a short note on the following: 

a) Madhubani painting 

b) Role of women in national movements 

c) Socio-political impact of the Indigo Rebellion 

d) Cripps Mission proposals 

e) Mahatma Gandhi’s views on religion and politics 

Q.5: 

a) The Indian National Congress exhibited differences between the Moderates and the Extremists. Review this statement. How 

did their differences impact the national freedom movement? 

b) Discuss the key social and religious reforms of the 19th century and explain how these reforms influenced Indian nationalist 

movements. 

Q.6: 

a) Discuss the various phases of the Indian national movements from 1857 to 1947. 

b) How did different land revenue policies affect India’s agrarian economy, and how were these policies responsible for 

peasant movements? 

Q.7: 

a) Swami Sahajanand Saraswati and the peasant movement 

b) The religious aspects of Manjusha painting 

c) Role of Babu Kunwar Singh in the Revolt of 1857 

d) Swadeshi Movement 

e) Factors leading to the rise of revolutionary organizations in the early 20th century 

Q.8: 

a) Influence of Buddhism on Pala art 

b) Contribution of Jayaprakash Narayan to the 1942 movement 

c) Technical education in Bihar during the British period 

d) Nature and outcomes of the Santhal Rebellion 

e) Rabindranath Tagore’s views on nationalism 

 

 



1.a Patna Kalam 

Patna Kalam style is also known as Indo-British painting because it combines 

elements of Persian, Mughal, and British art styles. This form of painting developed 

during the decline of the Mughal Empire when painters were no longer patronized by 

the Mughal court. Subsequently, these painters moved to different regions for 

livelihood. One group came to Eastern India and first took refuge in Murshidabad 

under the Nawabs. However, after the unrest in Bengal in 1757, around 1760, these 

artists arrived in Patna. At that time, Patna was a well-developed industrial city, and 

its people were art enthusiasts. Some artists, while passing through Patna, also went 

to areas like Ara and Varanasi. The artists who settled in Patna developed a local style 

of painting, which came to be known as Patna Kalam. These paintings depicted local 

life, daily activities, folk culture, and also featured many commercial themes. Some 

professional painters made portraits for local landlords, Nawabs, British soldiers, and 

officers as per their wishes. 

Key features of Patna Kalam art: 

• Patna Kalam paintings fall under the category of miniature art and were 

created on paper, ivory, mica, leather, muslin, cloth, and other metals. 

• Paintings on paper were made on bamboo paper imported from Nepal, and 

wheat paste was used to glue the paper. 

• Paintings on mica, when viewed under light, displayed unmatched beauty. 

• This form of painting was a folk art, widely practiced by the common people 

and reflecting their lives. 

• Brushes used for painting were made by the artists themselves, from squirrel 

hair or horsehair from the neck of a horse, and sometimes even feathers from 

birds. 

• The artists also made their own colors, derived from minerals, natural 

materials, and the sap of tree barks, fruits, and flowers. 

• The subject matter of the paintings primarily included daily life such as 

woodcutters, women selling fish, farmers, water carriers (bhishti), barbers 

shaving, weddings, marketplaces, and so on. 

• Backgrounds and landscapes were frequently used in these paintings, with a 

plain white background being common. In contrast, Mughal paintings often 

featured intricate designs in the background. 
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• Human figures were depicted with a prominent nose, thick eyebrows, deep-set 

eyes, slim faces, and thick mustaches. 

• These paintings display vibrancy and a deep understanding of animal and bird 

anatomy, as these were depicted with remarkable accuracy. 

• Artists took a long time to complete the paintings. The outlining was done in 

the summer, the colors were made during the rainy season, and filling in the 

colors occurred in winter. 

• Some paintings also feature border designs. 

Prominent artists: 

• Sewak Ram 

• Hulas Lal 

• Jairam Das  

Some female artists, such as Sona Bibi and Dakshon Bibi, are also known. The British 

merchant Charles D. Isle established a lithographic press in Patna in the 1860s, where 

copies of Patna Kalam paintings were printed and sent to foreign countries. 

Ishwari Prasad was the last representative of this art form. He is credited with 

bringing this art from Bihar to Bengal. After his death in 1960, the art form declined 

in Patna. 

Famous Patna Kalam paintings: 

• Raghnigandhari by Mahadevlal 

• Virahneenayika by Madhavlal 

• Holi depiction by Gopal Lal 

• Bharat Mata by Ishwari Prasad 

Currently, these paintings are preserved and stored in the Patna Museum, Art 

College, and Khuda Bakhsh Library. The Bihar Government issued a calendar in 2010 

to revive this art form. 

Reasons for the decline of Patna Kalam: 

• Repetition of paintings 

• Decline in the number of foreign tourists visiting Patna 
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• Increasing number of lithographic presses and the invention of the camera 

• Lack of professional artists 

• Absence of government patronage 

Conclusion: 

It is clear that this art form vividly depicted the life of the common people and would 

have served as a foundation for the future development of Indian painting. However, 

it is crucial to revive and promote this art form to bring back its golden past. 

 

b. The Government of India Act 1935 

The Government of India Act 1935 was passed by the British Parliament in August 

1935. This Act is considered an important step towards fulfilling the demands of the 

Indian nationalist movement, which emerged as a result of the Simon Commission 

and the Round Table Conferences. 

Under this Act, several significant changes were made in the structure and 

administration of governance in India. 

Key provisions of the Government of India Act 1935: 

1. All-India Federation: The Act proposed a federal framework for India, which 

aimed to create a union of provinces and princely states. However, this union 

was never fully realized as many princely states refused to join. 

2. Provincial Autonomy: Provinces were granted greater autonomy, and they 

were allowed to make decisions in most matters, except for central issues. 

3. Bicameral Legislature: Bicameral legislatures (a legislative assembly and a 

legislative council) were established in some provinces, such as Madras, 

Bombay, Bengal, United Provinces, Bihar, and Assam. 

4. Division of Powers: Powers were divided between the provincial and central 

governments into three lists: 

o Federal List: Under the control of the central government, such as 

defense, foreign affairs, and communications. 

o Provincial List: Under provincial jurisdiction, such as police, public 

health, and agriculture. 
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o Concurrent List: Shared by both the center and the provinces, such as 

criminal law and marriage. 

5. Viceroy's Control: The Viceroy retained control over several unspecified 

matters to safeguard British interests. 

6. Extension of Franchise: About 10% of the population was granted the right 

to vote, based on criteria like property, education, and income. 

7. Federal Court: The provision for the establishment of a Federal Court was 

made, which was set up in 1937. However, the Privy Council in London 

remained the final court of appeal. 

8. Communal Representation: The separate electorate system was extended to 

not just Muslims but also to Dalits (Scheduled Castes), women, and workers. 

9. Retaining British Control: Despite the increase in provincial autonomy, the 

British Crown maintained control over central matters. Governors-General and 

Governors had discretionary powers in areas such as defense, foreign affairs, 

and security. 

10. Establishment of Public Service Commissions: The establishment of the 

Federal Public Service Commission, Provincial Public Service Commissions, and 

Joint Public Service Commissions was proposed for the recruitment and 

oversight of civil services. 

11. Abolition of the Indian Council: The Indian Council, established under the 

Government of India Act 1858, was abolished, and a team of advisors to the 

Secretary of State for India was established. 

12. Provision for Joint Meetings: In the case of a legislative deadlock, provision 

was made for joint meetings between the two houses to resolve disputes. 

Importance of the Government of India Act 1935: 

• Foundation of Federalism: The Act laid the foundation for federalism in 

India. Although it was not fully implemented, the concept was crucial in 

shaping the Indian Constitution, and many of its provisions were incorporated 

into it later. 

• Provincial Autonomy: The Act granted greater freedom to the provinces, 

allowing them to make decisions on most matters, which meant increased 

participation of Indians in governance. 
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• Extension of Franchise: The Act expanded the electorate to about 10% of the 

population, providing more people the opportunity to participate in elections 

and promoting democratic processes. 

• Direction for Future Development: Provisions like the division of powers, 

bicameral legislature, and protection of minority rights helped in shaping the 

Indian Constitution. 

• Promotion of Political Awareness: The Act contributed to the emergence 

and activism of Indian political parties, providing a platform for Indian leaders 

to shape governance. 

Criticism of the Government of India Act 1935: 

• Powers of the Governor-General and Governors: Despite granting more 

autonomy to the provinces, the Act gave significant powers to the Governor-

General and Governors, including veto powers. This maintained British control. 

• Extension of Separate Electorates: The Act expanded separate electorates 

for different religions and communities, leading to increased divisions in 

society. 

• Rigid Constitution: The Act had a rigid constitutional framework, with no 

scope for Indian participation in constitutional amendments. The power to 

amend the constitution remained entirely with the British Parliament. 

• Unrealized Federation: The proposed federation was never fully realized, as 

princely states refused to join, and their attention was diverted by other 

important issues during World War II. 

• Widespread Rejection: The Indian National Congress and other leaders 

opposed the Act, viewing it as a means to maintain British rule, and rejected it. 

Restricted Franchise: The franchise was granted only on the basis of property, 

income, and education, limited to about 10% of the population, which greatly 

reduced political participation for the common people. 

Conclusion: While the Government of India Act 1935 was not fully successful in 

addressing the immediate interests of Indians, it played a crucial role in shaping 

India’s federal structure and laid the groundwork for the Indian Constitution, much of 

which was derived from this Act. This highlights the significance of the Act in the 

overall political development of India. 
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c. Karpoori Thakur 

Introduction to Karpoori Thakur: 

Karpoori Thakur was a prominent politician and social activist from Bihar. He served 

as the Chief Minister of Bihar and is renowned for his contributions to the backward 

classes, Dalits, and minorities. He is remembered as a "socialist leader." His work was 

particularly significant in the fields of social justice, education, and rural 

development. 

Karpoori Thakur was born on January 24, 1924, in Dulhi village in Samastipur district, 

Bihar. He entered politics alongside his education and became a member of the 

Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP). He made his political identity through the Janata Party 

and socialist movements in the state. 

He advocated for the reservation policy for backward castes in Bihar and 

implemented several reforms in the education sector. His primary objective was to 

bring the poor and oppressed classes into the mainstream. Under his leadership, 

several important initiatives were implemented in Bihar. 

Karpoori Thakur is remembered for his social justice policies and his work for the 

welfare of all sections of society without any discrimination. He served as the Chief 

Minister of Bihar from 1970 to 1971 and was re-elected as the Chief Minister in 1977. 

Karpoori Thakur played a crucial role in popularizing the Mungeri Lal report related 

to reservations for the backward classes. His politics primarily focused on protecting 

the rights of the poor, tribals, and backward classes, and working for their upliftment. 

He was known for his honesty and strong principles. 

His contribution to Indian politics remains invaluable, and he will always be 

remembered as a leader who fought for the rights of society's weaker sections. 

Karpoori Thakur made significant contributions to the upliftment of the backward 

classes in Bihar. During his life and political career, he took several steps to protect 

the rights of marginalized groups, especially Dalits, backward classes, and tribals, and 

worked for their social and economic advancement. His contributions can be 

understood in the following ways: 

Karpoori Thakur's Contribution to Bihar's Development: 

1. Reforms in the Reservation Policy: 

Karpoori Thakur played a key role in implementing the reservation system for 

the backward classes in Bihar. During his tenure, he ensured that the state 
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government jobs were reserved for the backward classes, and also opened up 

opportunities in education and employment for them. This decision was a 

major relief for the weaker sections of society. 

2. Agriculture and Rural Development: 

Karpoori Thakur formulated several policies for the welfare of rural areas and 

farmers. He specifically designed policies to provide relief to small and 

medium farmers, helping backward classes who were primarily dependent on 

agriculture to become economically stronger. His goal was to improve the 

conditions of the backward classes in Bihar’s rural areas. 

3. Reforms in Education: 

Karpoori Thakur made efforts to bring about reforms in education for the 

backward classes. He expanded schools in rural areas to increase access to 

education and initiated special schemes to provide quality education to 

children from poor families. This allowed children from backward classes to 

advance socially and economically through education. He also brought several 

changes to secondary education in Bihar, making education accessible to 

lower sections of society. Additionally, he worked to make education more 

accessible for women. 

4. Support for Social Justice: 

Karpoori Thakur prioritized social justice. He implemented several laws and 

policies to provide equal rights to the backward classes and improve their 

living standards. He always aimed to eliminate discrimination against the 

weaker sections of society. 

5. Political and Social Empowerment: 

Karpoori Thakur encouraged the backward classes to actively participate in 

politics. He believed that social change was not possible unless these groups 

became politically empowered. As a result, he took steps that helped bring 

Dalits and backward classes onto the political platform. 

Conclusion: 

Karpoori Thakur’s contribution to the social, political, and economic upliftment of 

Bihar was significant. As the Chief Minister of Bihar, his policies created numerous 

opportunities for the backward classes. His work in the direction of social justice, 

education, and prosperity became a milestone in Bihar’s development. 
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His contributions were unique, and his policies played an important role in uplifting 

the backward classes, leading Bihar towards becoming a prosperous and inclusive 

society. His political ideology and vision made a crucial impact on changing the social 

and political landscape of Bihar. 

 

d. The Quit India Movement 

The Quit India Movement, also known as the "Bharat Chhodo Andolan," was 

launched on August 8, 1942, under the leadership of Mahatma Gandhi, but it soon 

became a movement with little control. The objective of the movement was to expel 

the British Empire from India and to achieve independence. However, the movement 

did not succeed, and British rule effectively crushed it. Despite its failure, it marked a 

decisive turning point in the Indian freedom struggle. Although the movement failed, 

it intensified the demand for independence. 

Reasons for the Failure of the Movement: 

1. Lack of Leadership: Gandhi upheld the principles of non-violence and 

morality as the foundation of the Quit India Movement. However, at the start 

of the movement, most prominent leaders were arrested through “Operation 

Zero Hour,” which led to a crisis in leadership. There was a lack of active 

national-level leadership, preventing the movement from being effectively 

organized. 

2. Lack of Widespread Support: While there was considerable public anger, the 

movement did not receive widespread participation. Not all sections of society 

supported it. Farmers, workers, and the urban class had limited involvement. 

Merchants and the wealthy class had limited support for the movement due to 

their economic ties with the British, fearing the consequences of this struggle. 

Therefore, the unbalanced support from different societal sections hindered 

the success of the movement. 

3. British Repression and Use of Force: The British government employed 

severe repression to suppress the movement. On the very first day of the 

movement, major leaders, including Gandhi, were arrested. With the help of 

the police and military, the movement was crushed, and harsh actions were 

taken against the protesters. This limited the impact of the movement, and it 

soon died down. The use of force and the presence of the army played a 

significant role in its failure. 
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4. Communal Discord and Strife: During the Quit India Movement, there was 

communal tension in the country. The growing communal struggles between 

different religious communities led to division within Indian society. The 

Muslim League, which was fighting for the formation of Pakistan, did not 

support the movement. Additionally, the lack of Hindu-Muslim unity 

prevented the movement from becoming a nationwide struggle. This division 

weakened the power of the movement, and communal violence led to its 

confinement to local levels. 

5. Expectation of External Support from Japan and Germany: Indian leaders 

hoped for support from Japan and Germany, who were fighting against the 

British Empire in World War II. However, no substantial support came from 

Japan and Germany. Japan had planned an invasion of British India in 1942, 

but no military support or cooperation was extended to India. The lack of 

external support weakened the movement. 

6. Gandhi's Policy of Non-Violence: Gandhi's principle of non-violence and 

moral resistance was central to the movement. While this was an influential 

ideology, many activists failed to fully adopt it. Due to the spread of violence 

and chaos by some protesters, the movement was easily suppressed by British 

rule. 

7. Neutrality of Political Parties like the RSS, Akali Dal, Punjab Unionist 

Party, and Communist Party: Several major political parties in India at the 

time, such as the Unionist Party, the Communist Party, the RSS, and the Akali 

Dal, distanced their workers from the movement, referring to it as the 

Congress Party’s movement. This prevented the movement from gaining the 

broad support it could have had. 

8. Changing Global Equations: The changing global equations indicated that 

colonialism was no longer viable, and colonial powers would eventually grant 

independence to their colonies. 

Although the movement was not completely unsuccessful, it did have some positive 

outcomes: 

Positive Outcomes of the Movement: 

1. Increased Public Anger Against British Rule: The Quit India Movement 

ignited a deep sense of hatred and anger against British rule among the 

Indian public. The call for the movement spurred national awareness in India 
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and delivered a message of unity against the British Empire. The public made 

it clear that they wanted freedom from British rule and could no longer live 

under the British Empire. 

2. Widespread Opposition to British Rule: During the Quit India Movement, 

protests, strikes, and resistance spread across the country. The movement 

connected not only urban areas but also rural regions and small towns. This 

demonstrated that there was deep opposition to British rule throughout India. 

3. Gandhi's Leadership and Moral Influence: Gandhi's moral and ideological 

influence led various sections and communities in India to participate in the 

movement. His leadership became an inspiration for future Indian politics and 

the freedom struggle. 

4. Political Landscape Change: The Quit India Movement changed the political 

landscape of India. When the British government arrested key leaders, it dealt 

a blow to the Indian National Congress. Despite the arrests, the movement 

presented a large democratic mandate, which gave a new direction to the 

freedom struggle. The British government realized that the Indian public's 

demand for independence was very strong. 

5. Increased Momentum for the Freedom Struggle: The Quit India Movement 

accelerated the momentum and direction of the Indian independence 

movement. The British government received a clear message that the Indian 

people could no longer live under British rule. After this movement, the Indian 

independence struggle gained new vigor, ultimately leading to independence 

in 1947. 

6. Emergency and New Beginning for Indian Politics: Following the Quit India 

Movement, the British government declared an emergency in India in 1942, 

taking strict measures to suppress the movement. However, this emergency 

led to political turmoil in Indian society, with struggles for democratic rights 

intensifying through parallel governments and underground activities. The 

arrests of Indian leaders and the atrocities committed against them during the 

emergency deepened the public's hatred for British rule, which played a crucial 

role in the independence struggle. 

7. Creation of National Unity Among the Indian Masses: The Quit India 

Movement united various sections of Indian society. Hindus, Muslims, Sikhs, 

tribals, and other communities came together to fight against British rule. The 
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movement became a symbol of India's national unity and promoted 

cooperation between various religious and cultural groups. 

8. Political Change After the Movement: After the Quit India Movement, the 

struggle against British rule intensified. It became evident that British colonial 

rule could not last much longer in India. Following the 1942 movement, British 

authorities realized that they could no longer deny India's demand for 

independence. As a result, leaders of India's freedom struggle, such as 

Jawaharlal Nehru, Sardar Patel, and Maulana Azad, began to work even more 

vigorously toward independence, which culminated in the end of British rule in 

1947. 

9. During the Quit India Movement, the overwhelming public sentiment led to 

the establishment of parallel governments in several places such as Ballia, 

Chittagong, Talcher, and Satara. In some of these regions, these parallel 

governments actively functioned until India’s independence. In addition to 

these parallel governments, several underground militant activities, under the 

banner of Azad Dasta (Freedom Fighters' Forces), also significantly weakened 

British rule. Communication lines were severed, and the message from the 

public was clear: they would no longer tolerate this oppressive regime. The 

widespread resistance during this time disrupted British authority, contributing 

to the eventual downfall of their colonial rule in India. 

10. It was the Quit India Movement that led to a significant shift in the mindset of 

the three pillars of British rule in India — the Civil Services, the Army, and the 

Police — towards British authority. This change in attitude made it clear that 

the British were no longer in a position to govern India effectively. 

11. During the trials of INA (Indian National Army) soldiers, widespread public 

uprisings were seen, including the protests by soldiers at the Karachi and 

Mumbai naval bases. Civil servants began defying orders from British officers, 

and in several places, police forces faced resistance from the public, especially 

in response to the atrocities committed by them. These events highlighted the 

growing discontent with British rule and were indicative of the shifting 

allegiances and diminishing support for the British government within India. 

The resistance from these pillars of British authority further weakened British 

control and contributed to the eventual end of colonial rule. 

Conclusion: The Quit India Movement of 1942 was an important part of India's 

freedom struggle, but there were several reasons for its failure, including a lack of 
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leadership, insufficient support, British repression, and communal strife. Nevertheless, 

the movement deepened the public's dissatisfaction with British rule and provided 

new direction to the Indian independence struggle. As a result, India gained its 

independence in 1947. 

 

e. Importance of Champaran Satyagraha 

The Champaran Satyagraha (1917) was a landmark event in the Indian freedom 

struggle, marking Mahatma Gandhi’s first major political movement in India. It 

was not just a fight against the exploitation of farmers, but also the beginning of 

a new era of truth and non-violence in India’s independence movement. 

1. Background of Champaran Satyagraha 

• During British rule, farmers in Champaran, Bihar, were forced to grow 

indigo under the Tinkathia system. 

• Under this system, peasants had to cultivate indigo on 3/20th (Tinkathia) 

of their land and sell it at very low prices to British planters. 

• Indigo farming depleted soil fertility and left farmers in economic distress. 

• Rajkumar Shukla, a local farmer leader, invited Mahatma Gandhi to visit 

Champaran to witness the farmers’ sufferings. 

• In April 1917, Gandhi arrived in Champaran, studied the issues, and took up 

the cause of the farmers. 

2. Importance of Champaran Satyagraha 

(a) Gandhi’s First Satyagraha in India 

• Champaran Satyagraha was Mahatma Gandhi’s first major political 

movement in India. 

• Before this, he had successfully led non-violent movements in South Africa. 

• This movement established him as a national leader in India’s freedom 

struggle. 

(b) First Practical Application of Non-Violence and Satyagraha 

• Gandhi used the principles of non-violence (Ahimsa) and truth 

(Satyagraha) to resist British oppression. 
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• He made the British administration realize that people’s rights could not 

be suppressed anymore. 

• This movement laid the foundation for future non-violent struggles against 

British rule. 

(c) End of the Tinkathia System and Protection of Farmers’ Rights 

• Due to the Satyagraha, the British were forced to abolish the Tinkathia 

system. 

• Farmers were freed from forced indigo cultivation and were allowed to 

grow crops of their choice. 

• This led to economic improvement and better agricultural practices. 

(d) Awakening of Social and Economic Consciousness 

• Gandhi not only fought for farmers but also worked on education, 

sanitation, and healthcare. 

• He established schools and raised awareness about hygiene and self-

reliance. 

• This movement was not just political but also had social and economic 

significance. 

(e) First Major Defeat of British Administration 

• The British had to accept the demands of Indian farmers for the first time. 

• Gandhi’s leadership forced the British government to form a committee to 

investigate indigo farming conditions. 

• Gandhi was included as a member, which showed that Indians could 

influence policy through non-violent means. 

• This gave Indians confidence that they could fight for their rights without 

resorting to violence. 

(f) Gave New Direction to the National Movement 

• The success of Champaran Satyagraha proved that non-violent resistance 

was an effective tool against British rule. 

• It inspired future movements, such as:  

o Kheda Satyagraha (1918) – Relief for farmers in Gujarat. 
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o Ahmedabad Mill Strike (1918) – Workers’ rights movement. 

o Non-Cooperation Movement (1920-22) – Nationwide mass 

movement. 

• This movement strengthened Gandhi’s position as the leader of India’s 

freedom struggle. 

3. Conclusion 

Champaran Satyagraha was not just a fight for farmers’ rights but also the first 

major test of Gandhian philosophy in India. It demonstrated the power of truth, 

non-violence, and self-confidence in fighting British oppression. This movement 

was a turning point in India’s independence struggle, inspiring millions to join the 

fight for freedom. 

Thus, Champaran Satyagraha gave a new vision and momentum to India’s 

national movement, ultimately contributing to India’s independence. 

 

 

2.a Explain the major characteristics, nature, and impact of the tribal 

movements of the 19th century on the national movements of the 20th century. 

The tribal uprisings in 19th-century India were responses to the exploitative policies 

of British rule, interference in land systems, economic exploitation, and social-cultural 

oppression. These uprisings were mainly led by tribal communities in regions such as 

Jharkhand, Odisha, Bengal, Madhya Pradesh, Andhra Pradesh, and Maharashtra. 

Movements such as the Santhal Rebellion (1855), Ho Rebellion (1820-21), Kol 

Rebellion (1831-32), Munda Rebellion (1899-1900), and Bhil Rebellion (1817-1846) 

challenged the British administration’s policies towards the tribes. 

The main causes of the tribal uprisings in the 19th century can be understood 

through the following points: 

1. Interference in Land Systems and the Introduction of Zamindari System 

o Before British rule, tribal communities followed a collective land 

ownership system and had traditional rights over forests and hills. 

o However, the British government implemented systems like Zamindari, 

Ryotwari, and Mahalwari, which empowered zamindars and 

moneylenders. 
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o This led to the dispossession of tribal people from their ancestral land, 

forcing them into landless labor. 

o Example: The Santhal Rebellion (1855-56) was against the seizure of 

Santhal tribes’ land by zamindars and moneylenders. 

2. Forest Policies and Impact on Livelihood 

o The British government declared forests as state property through 

forest acts, restricting the tribes' rights to hunting, shifting cultivation, 

and timber trade. 

o The entry of outsiders (dikus) into forest regions exacerbated the 

livelihood crisis of tribals. 

o Example: The Koya Rebellion (1879-80, 1886, 1922-24) was against the 

displacement of tribals from forests by the British administration. 

3. Dissatisfaction with British Administration and Judicial System 

o British laws and judicial systems disrupted the traditional social 

structure of tribals, and their customs and traditions were not 

acknowledged in courts. 

o Administrative officials supported the zamindars and moneylenders, 

leading to further exploitation of tribals. 

o Example: The Kol Rebellion (1831-32) was a revolt by the Kol tribe 

against British judicial systems and the oppression by external 

zamindars. 

4. Economic Exploitation and the Growing Influence of Moneylenders 

o The British Raj imposed heavy taxes on tribals, forcing them to borrow 

money from moneylenders. 

o Moneylenders charged high interest rates, and when tribals couldn’t 

repay their debts, their lands were seized. 

o Moneylenders and traders exploited tribals economically. 

o Example: The Bhil Rebellion (1817-1846) was a struggle by the Bhil tribe 

against moneylenders, zamindars, and the British administration. 

5. Growing Influence of Outsiders (Dikus) 
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o Under British rule, traders, zamindars, and moneylenders from Bengal, 

Bihar, and Uttar Pradesh began to infiltrate tribal areas. 

o These outsiders seized tribal lands and forced the tribes into labor. 

o The entry of dikus caused a crisis for tribal culture, language, and 

traditional social systems. 

o Example: The Santhal Rebellion (1855-56) was primarily a reaction to 

the growing influence of outsiders, such as moneylenders and traders. 

6. Activities of Missionaries and Religious Interference 

o During British rule, Christian missionaries intensified their efforts to 

convert tribals. 

o This threatened the traditional religious beliefs and practices of tribals. 

o In many areas, missionaries tried to win the tribals over to support the 

British government, which increased dissatisfaction in tribal society. 

o Example: The Munda Rebellion (1899-1900) led by Birsa Munda was 

against Christian missionaries and British rule. 

7. Forced Labor (Begari) and Unjust Taxation System 

o The British government imposed forced labor on tribals, making them 

work without wages. 

o Many were forced to work in railways, plantations, and coal mines for 

low wages. 

o This led to deep resentment among tribal communities against the 

British government. 

o Example: The Tana Bhagat Movement (1914-1920) was a movement 

against forced labor and unjust taxation. 

8. Impact of Tribal Leaders and Cultural Renaissance 

o Many tribal leaders initiated movements for tribal identity and cultural 

renaissance during the 19th century. 

o Leaders like Birsa Munda, Sidho-Kanhoo, Tilka Manji, and Budhu 

Bhagat organized tribals and led struggles against British rule and 

external exploiters. 
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o These movements later inspired the broader Indian freedom struggle. 

o Example: Birsa Munda's movement (1899-1900), known as "Ulgulan" 

(Great Rebellion), became a symbol of tribal pride. 

Forms of the Movements: 

• Local Resistance: These movements were mostly local, where tribes fought to 

protect their rights against external governance. 

• Armed Struggle: Many tribal movements involved armed struggles, like the 

Santhal and Kol Rebellions. Tribals took up arms to protect their culture and 

existence. 

• Religious and Cultural Symbols: Cultural and religious symbols played a 

significant role in these movements. For example, the Santhal Rebellion 

involved the worship of local deities, which united the tribal community. 

• Most tribal rebellions were organized on ethnic rather than class lines, with 

tribes like the Santhal, Ho, Munda, and Bhil resisting exploitation but not 

forming a unified "tribal class" movement. 

• Tribal uprisings emphasized internal purification and organizational strength, 

urging tribals to take pride in their culture and eliminate internal evils to face 

external threats. These movements were not directed against all outsiders but 

only those who were exploitative. 

Characteristics of Tribal Movements: 

• Social and Cultural Struggle: Tribal movements were primarily against social 

and cultural inequalities. Tribals struggled to protect their traditional customs, 

culture, and way of life, opposing the imposition of Hinduism and caste 

practices. 

• Economic Exploitation: Tribals were economically exploited by the British and 

their allies. Land acquisition, exploitative taxes, and control over forest 

resources weakened the economic position of the tribals, leading to resistance. 

• Protection of Land and Forest Rights: Most tribal movements focused on 

defending their traditional rights over land and forests. British policies of land 

acquisition and forest control severely impacted tribal lands, leading to 

demands for the restoration of these rights. 
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• Desire for Self-reliance and Freedom: Tribal communities fought for their 

freedom and self-reliance, aiming to free themselves from external domination 

and exploitation, while controlling their governance, culture, and resources. 

• Local Leadership and Indigenous Ideology: These movements had strong local 

leadership and were rooted in indigenous ideologies. Tribal leaders 

understood their communities' problems and led movements based on local 

traditions and beliefs, promoting unity and resistance against exploitation. 

• Resistance Against British Rule: Most tribal uprisings were against British 

colonial rule. British policies had a negative impact on tribal life, and these 

uprisings were aimed at challenging British governance and its adverse effects 

on the tribal way of life. 

Key Examples of Tribal Movements: 

• Santhal Rebellion (1855-1856): This movement was against British rule, where 

tribals fought to protect their traditional rights. 

• Kol Rebellion (1831-1832): This rebellion was led by the Kol tribe against land 

acquisition and exploitation. 

• Karma Movement (1930-1940): This movement in Chhattisgarh focused on 

tribal rights, where people used religious beliefs to fight against injustice. 

• Decentralization of Power: A notable feature of tribal movements was that 

they were decentralized, often led by local communities without a centralized 

leadership, which helped promote tribal unity. 

Impact of Tribal Movements on the National Movement: 

Tribal movements had a profound influence on the Indian National Movement. These 

uprisings not only struggled for tribal rights but also played a significant role in the 

larger freedom struggle. The movements impacted the national movement in several 

ways: 

• Contributing to National Unity: Tribal movements helped promote unity within 

Indian society, offering new directions to the national movement. 

• Strengthening Struggle Against British Rule: The tribal uprisings, like the 

Santhal Rebellion, Kol Rebellion, and Karma Movement, were against British 

rule and reinforced the principles of the national movement. 
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• Breaking Communal Boundaries: Tribal leaders helped overcome communal 

and caste boundaries, advocating for unity among all communities to fight 

against colonialism. 

• Spreading Awareness in Tribal Societies: These movements helped raise 

political and social awareness among tribal communities, bringing their 

struggles into the national discourse. 

• Promoting Diversity in Leadership: Tribal leaders added diversity to the 

leadership of the national movement, highlighting the importance of including 

all classes and communities in the struggle. 

• Cultural Aspect of Freedom Struggle: The tribal movements contributed to a 

cultural aspect of the freedom struggle, where leaders like Birsa Munda 

emphasized the protection of tribal culture and religion. 

• Challenging British Policies: Tribal uprisings brought attention to the negative 

impacts of British policies on rural and tribal areas, which influenced the 

broader national movement to address these issues. 

Conclusion: 

The main causes of tribal uprisings in the 19th century were economic exploitation, 

land seizures, external influence, religious interference, and the British 

administration's unjust policies. These uprisings developed political awareness 

among the tribals and laid the foundation for the independence struggle. The 19th-

century tribal uprisings challenged British colonial rule and exposed its weaknesses. 

They forced the British government to reconsider its policies and demonstrated that 

the tribal communities would not accept injustice and exploitation. 

These uprisings led to: 

• Changes in the forest and land policies. 

• Creation of special laws and administrative systems for tribals. 

• Raised awareness among tribals, contributing to the national movement. 

• The tribal movements played a significant role in shaking the foundations of 

British rule and inspired future national movements. The effects of these 

movements can still be seen in India's post-independence tribal policies. 
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b. "Although the Quit India Movement was unsuccessful in terms of its 

immediate outcomes, it paved the way for India's independence." Analyze this 

statement critically. 

The Quit India Movement, also known as the "Bharat Chhodo Andolan," was 

launched on August 8, 1942, under the leadership of Mahatma Gandhi, but it soon 

became a movement with little control. The objective of the movement was to expel 

the British Empire from India and to achieve independence. However, the movement 

did not succeed, and British rule effectively crushed it. Despite its failure, it marked a 

decisive turning point in the Indian freedom struggle. Although the movement failed, 

it intensified the demand for independence. 

Reasons for the Failure of the Movement: 

9. Lack of Leadership: Gandhi upheld the principles of non-violence and 

morality as the foundation of the Quit India Movement. However, at the start 

of the movement, most prominent leaders were arrested through “Operation 

Zero Hour,” which led to a crisis in leadership. There was a lack of active 

national-level leadership, preventing the movement from being effectively 

organized. 

10. Lack of Widespread Support: While there was considerable public anger, the 

movement did not receive widespread participation. Not all sections of society 

supported it. Farmers, workers, and the urban class had limited involvement. 

Merchants and the wealthy class had limited support for the movement due to 

their economic ties with the British, fearing the consequences of this struggle. 

Therefore, the unbalanced support from different societal sections hindered 

the success of the movement. 

11. British Repression and Use of Force: The British government employed 

severe repression to suppress the movement. On the very first day of the 

movement, major leaders, including Gandhi, were arrested. With the help of 

the police and military, the movement was crushed, and harsh actions were 

taken against the protesters. This limited the impact of the movement, and it 

soon died down. The use of force and the presence of the army played a 

significant role in its failure. 

12. Communal Discord and Strife: During the Quit India Movement, there was 

communal tension in the country. The growing communal struggles between 

different religious communities led to division within Indian society. The 

Muslim League, which was fighting for the formation of Pakistan, did not 
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support the movement. Additionally, the lack of Hindu-Muslim unity 

prevented the movement from becoming a nationwide struggle. This division 

weakened the power of the movement, and communal violence led to its 

confinement to local levels. 

13. Expectation of External Support from Japan and Germany: Indian leaders 

hoped for support from Japan and Germany, who were fighting against the 

British Empire in World War II. However, no substantial support came from 

Japan and Germany. Japan had planned an invasion of British India in 1942, 

but no military support or cooperation was extended to India. The lack of 

external support weakened the movement. 

14. Gandhi's Policy of Non-Violence: Gandhi's principle of non-violence and 

moral resistance was central to the movement. While this was an influential 

ideology, many activists failed to fully adopt it. Due to the spread of violence 

and chaos by some protesters, the movement was easily suppressed by British 

rule. 

15. Neutrality of Political Parties like the RSS, Akali Dal, Punjab Unionist 

Party, and Communist Party: Several major political parties in India at the 

time, such as the Unionist Party, the Communist Party, the RSS, and the Akali 

Dal, distanced their workers from the movement, referring to it as the 

Congress Party’s movement. This prevented the movement from gaining the 

broad support it could have had. 

16. Changing Global Equations: The changing global equations indicated that 

colonialism was no longer viable, and colonial powers would eventually grant 

independence to their colonies. 

Although the movement was not completely unsuccessful, it did have some positive 

outcomes: 

Positive Outcomes of the Movement: 

12. Increased Public Anger Against British Rule: The Quit India Movement 

ignited a deep sense of hatred and anger against British rule among the 

Indian public. The call for the movement spurred national awareness in India 

and delivered a message of unity against the British Empire. The public made 

it clear that they wanted freedom from British rule and could no longer live 

under the British Empire. 
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13. Widespread Opposition to British Rule: During the Quit India Movement, 

protests, strikes, and resistance spread across the country. The movement 

connected not only urban areas but also rural regions and small towns. This 

demonstrated that there was deep opposition to British rule throughout India. 

14. Gandhi's Leadership and Moral Influence: Gandhi's moral and ideological 

influence led various sections and communities in India to participate in the 

movement. His leadership became an inspiration for future Indian politics and 

the freedom struggle. 

15. Political Landscape Change: The Quit India Movement changed the political 

landscape of India. When the British government arrested key leaders, it dealt 

a blow to the Indian National Congress. Despite the arrests, the movement 

presented a large democratic mandate, which gave a new direction to the 

freedom struggle. The British government realized that the Indian public's 

demand for independence was very strong. 

16. Increased Momentum for the Freedom Struggle: The Quit India Movement 

accelerated the momentum and direction of the Indian independence 

movement. The British government received a clear message that the Indian 

people could no longer live under British rule. After this movement, the Indian 

independence struggle gained new vigor, ultimately leading to independence 

in 1947. 

17. Emergency and New Beginning for Indian Politics: Following the Quit India 

Movement, the British government declared an emergency in India in 1942, 

taking strict measures to suppress the movement. However, this emergency 

led to political turmoil in Indian society, with struggles for democratic rights 

intensifying through parallel governments and underground activities. The 

arrests of Indian leaders and the atrocities committed against them during the 

emergency deepened the public's hatred for British rule, which played a crucial 

role in the independence struggle. 

18. Creation of National Unity Among the Indian Masses: The Quit India 

Movement united various sections of Indian society. Hindus, Muslims, Sikhs, 

tribals, and other communities came together to fight against British rule. The 

movement became a symbol of India's national unity and promoted 

cooperation between various religious and cultural groups. 

19. Political Change After the Movement: After the Quit India Movement, the 

struggle against British rule intensified. It became evident that British colonial 
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rule could not last much longer in India. Following the 1942 movement, British 

authorities realized that they could no longer deny India's demand for 

independence. As a result, leaders of India's freedom struggle, such as 

Jawaharlal Nehru, Sardar Patel, and Maulana Azad, began to work even more 

vigorously toward independence, which culminated in the end of British rule in 

1947. 

20. During the Quit India Movement, the overwhelming public sentiment led to 

the establishment of parallel governments in several places such as Ballia, 

Chittagong, Talcher, and Satara. In some of these regions, these parallel 

governments actively functioned until India’s independence. In addition to 

these parallel governments, several underground militant activities, under the 

banner of Azad Dasta (Freedom Fighters' Forces), also significantly weakened 

British rule. Communication lines were severed, and the message from the 

public was clear: they would no longer tolerate this oppressive regime. The 

widespread resistance during this time disrupted British authority, contributing 

to the eventual downfall of their colonial rule in India. 

21. It was the Quit India Movement that led to a significant shift in the mindset of 

the three pillars of British rule in India — the Civil Services, the Army, and the 

Police — towards British authority. This change in attitude made it clear that 

the British were no longer in a position to govern India effectively. 

22. During the trials of INA (Indian National Army) soldiers, widespread public 

uprisings were seen, including the protests by soldiers at the Karachi and 

Mumbai naval bases. Civil servants began defying orders from British officers, 

and in several places, police forces faced resistance from the public, especially 

in response to the atrocities committed by them. These events highlighted the 

growing discontent with British rule and were indicative of the shifting 

allegiances and diminishing support for the British government within India. 

The resistance from these pillars of British authority further weakened British 

control and contributed to the eventual end of colonial rule. 

Conclusion: The Quit India Movement of 1942 was an important part of India's 

freedom struggle, but there were several reasons for its failure, including a lack of 

leadership, insufficient support, British repression, and communal strife. Nevertheless, 

the movement deepened the public's dissatisfaction with British rule and provided 

new direction to the Indian independence struggle. As a result, India gained its 

independence in 1947. 

जैव ववववधता  

Result Mitra (रिजल्ट का साथी)- Most trusted IAS/PCS Institute 

www.resultmitra.com 



3.a Analyze the major characteristics of Mauryan art and identify the areas 

where it differs from Pala art. 

Maurya Period (321-185 BCE) was an important era in Indian history, during which 

significant progress was made in the fields of art and architecture. The Mauryan 

rulers, especially Emperor Ashoka, provided state patronage to art. The main features 

of Mauryan art are as follows: 

1. Architecture: 

• Construction of Palaces and Buildings: During the Maurya period, grand buildings 

made of wood and stone were constructed. Excavations in Pataliputra confirm the 

existence of wooden palaces. 

• Fortifications and Town Planning: Cities like Pataliputra had walls and forts for 

protection, which also served as administrative centers. 

• Pillar Construction: Mauryan pillars are renowned for their excellence. They were 

made from a single stone and had a polished surface. Ashoka’s pillars were engraved 

with inscriptions. Notable Ashoka pillars include those at Sarnath, Vaishali, and 

Lauriya-Nandangarh. 

2. Sculpture: 

• Polished Stone Sculptures: One of the most important features of Mauryan 

sculpture was its highly polished stone sculptures, such as the Didarganj Yakshi 

statue. 

• Yaksha and Yakshini Sculptures: Large Yaksha and Yakshini sculptures from places 

like Pataliputra, Mathura, and Basarh are excellent examples of Mauryan sculpture. 

• Religious Sculpture: The spread of Buddhism led to the development of Buddhist 

sculpture. 

3. Stupa Architecture: 

• Ashoka’s Buddhist Stupas: Ashoka built numerous stupas to propagate Buddhism. 

• Sanchi and Bharhut Stupas: These are significant Mauryan stupas, with gateways 

(toranas) added later during the Shunga period. 

4. Painting: 

• There is limited evidence of Mauryan painting, but it is believed that paintings were 

done on the walls of caves and palaces. 
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5. Rock-cut Architecture:  

• Barabar and Nagarjuni Caves: Located in Bihar, these caves were donated by Ashoka 

and his successor Dasharath to the Ajivika sect monks. 

• Polished Surface: The surfaces of these caves display remarkable polish, which 

demonstrates the advanced techniques of Mauryan art. 

6. Ashokan Religious Propaganda and Art: 

• Ashoka’s inscriptions, pillar edicts, and Dharma Chakra symbols are excellent 

examples of Mauryan art. 

• Mauryan art clearly shows the influence of Iranian, Greek, and Indian styles. 

Influence of Buddhism on Mauryan Art: 

The primary features of Buddhist influence on Mauryan art are as follows: 

1. Construction of Buddhist Stupas: 

• In the Mauryan period, stupas were primarily constructed for the spread of 

Buddhism, which became a major religious symbol of the faith. 

• Emperor Ashoka built numerous stupas and monasteries for the propagation of 

Buddhism. These stupas housed relics of Lord Buddha and were considered places of 

reverence and worship. 

• The famous Sanchi Stupa, built during the Mauryan period, is an example where the 

influence of Buddhism is clearly visible. 

• The design of stupas symbolized religious significance and peace, and they became 

an important part of Mauryan art. 

2. Ashoka Pillars and Edicts: 

• Emperor Ashoka built Ashoka pillars to promote Buddhism. These pillars were 

inscribed with Dharma teachings and religious edicts. 

• The Dharma Chakra (Wheel of Dharma) was prominently depicted on these pillars, 

representing Buddhism. The inscriptions on the pillars spread Ashoka's message of 

the principles of Buddhism. 

• The polish and intricate carvings on Ashoka’s pillars are distinctive features of 

Mauryan art. 

जैव ववववधता  

Result Mitra (रिजल्ट का साथी)- Most trusted IAS/PCS Institute 

www.resultmitra.com 



• The pillars propagated seven Buddhist ideals (Dharma, Ahimsa, Truth, Dharma-

carrying, Compassion, Purity, and Self-restraint), which clearly shows the impact of 

Buddhism on Mauryan art. 

3. Development of Buddhist Sculpture: 

• The influence of Buddhism on Mauryan art is also evident in sculpture. Buddhist 

sculptures depicting meditative and serene postures (such as Dhyana Mudra, Abhaya 

Mudra) were prominent in Mauryan art. 

• Mauryan sculptures were very delicate and expressive, showcasing the Dhyana 

Mudra, reflecting the principles of meditation and asceticism in Buddhism. 

• The Didarganj Yakshi statue is considered one of the finest Buddhist sculptures of 

the Maurya period, clearly reflecting the religious and artistic influence of the time. 

• Mauryan Buddhist sculptures represented the ideals of joy, peace, and liberation 

and were presented with a sense of tranquility. 

4. Spread of Buddhism and its Artistic Forms: 

• Under Emperor Ashoka, the spread of Buddhism occurred not only in India but also 

to China, Tibet, Southeast Asia, and Central Asia through the Silk Road. 

• The influence of Buddhism on Mauryan art shows that Mauryan Buddhist art 

helped spread Indian art traditions internationally. 

• Mauryan art also included the construction of religious caves and chaityas (halls), 

which served as meditation and worship places for Buddhist followers. 

5. Buddhist Symbols: 

• Mauryan art held significant Buddhist symbols, especially the Dharma Chakra 

(Wheel of Dharma), which was engraved on Ashoka’s pillars, and the Lotus, both 

symbols representing the widespread influence of Buddhism. 

• These symbols were used in Buddhist art and architecture, representing the 

principles and values of Buddhism. 

• The Dharma Chakra symbol became the emblem of Buddhist teachings, 

representing the spread of Dharma and peace in Mauryan art. 

Main Features of Pala Period Art 

During the rule of the Pala Dynasty (8th to 12th century), there was significant 

progress in the fields of art and architecture. The Pala rulers specifically provided 
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patronage to Buddhism, which is why Buddhist influence is clearly visible in the art of 

this period. Sculpture, painting, and architecture saw important development during 

this era. 

1. Architecture: 

• Construction of Mahaviharas and Monasteries: The most significant feature of Pala 

architecture was the construction of Mahaviharas, such as Nalanda, Vikramshila, 

Somapura, Odantapuri, and Jagaddala. These were major centers of learning, and 

grand Buddhist monasteries and temples were built in these places. 

• Temple Construction: The Pala temples exhibited a blend of Nagara and Vesara 

styles. The most famous among them are the terracotta temples that developed in 

the Bengal region. 

• Stupas and Chaityas: The Pala rulers promoted the Mahayana and Vajrayana sects 

of Buddhism, resulting in the construction of numerous stupas and chaityas. 

2. Sculpture: 

• Metal and Stone Sculptures: During the Pala period, sculptures made of bronze and 

stone were created, including Buddhist, Hindu, and Jain sculptures. 

• Main Centers: Pala sculpture flourished particularly in Bihar, Bengal, and Odisha. 

• Features: 

▪ Sculptures often feature rhythmic postures (Abhayamudra, Dhyana Mudra, 

Varadamudra). 

▪ The figures are long and graceful. 

▪ Buddhist sculptures were generally peaceful and in meditative postures, 

whereas Hindu sculptures were more ornamented. 

▪ The influence of the Vajrayana sect of Buddhism can be clearly seen in the 

sculptures. 

3. Painting: 

• Pala Miniature Paintings: 

▪ These paintings were created on palm leaves and paper. 

▪ They depicted events from Buddhism and images of deities. 

▪ This style was widely used in Mahaviharas like Nalanda, Vikramshila, and 

Somapura. 

▪ This style later developed further in Nepal and Tibet. 
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• Main Features:  

▪ Excellent use of colors. 

▪ The human figures in the paintings are soft and graceful. 

▪ The paintings primarily depicted religious emotions. 

4. Pala Metal Art: 

• Famous Sculptures in Metal: Under the patronage of the Pala rulers, metal 

sculptures became extremely famous. 

• Materials Used: Primarily brass and bronze were used. 

• Pala Metal Sculptures: The bronze sculptures found in Bengal and Bihar were highly 

intricate and graceful. 

• These sculptures were sent to Nepal, Tibet, and Southeast Asia, leading to the 

international influence of this art. 

5. Influence of Buddhism: 

• During the Pala period, Buddhism, especially the Mahayana and Vajrayana sects, 

developed. 

• The sculptures and paintings depict Buddhist deities such as Tara, Avalokiteshvara, 

and Manjushri. 

• Pala art also had a significant impact on the art of Tibet, Nepal, and Southeast Asia. 

6. Architectural Style: 

• Pala temples exhibit a distinctive architectural style from Bengal, which later came 

to be known as the Bengal School of Architecture. 

• The temples have features like ribbed towers and decorative bases. 

• In the Bengal region, temples built in the Chala (thatched roof) style were 

constructed, influencing later Mughal Bengali architecture. 

7. Importance of Pala Art: 

• Pala art gave a new dimension to Buddhist art in India. 

• The artistic traditions of sculpture and painting developed at Mahaviharas like 

Nalanda and Vikramshila spread to Nepal and Tibet. 

• The metal sculptures of the Pala period are considered the finest examples of 

medieval Indian sculpture. 
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Similarities and Differences Between Maurya Art and Pala Art 

The Maurya period (321-185 BCE) and the Pala period (8th-12th century) were two 

significant eras in Indian art history. Various art styles developed in both periods, but 

there are also similarities and differences between them. 

Similarities: 

1. Religious Influence: 

▪ Maurya Period: During this period, Buddhism spread, and Emperor Ashoka 

adopted Buddhism as the state religion. As a result, there was a focus on the 

construction of Buddhist sculptures, stupas, and pillars. 

▪ Pala Period: In this period, Buddhism, especially the Mahayana and Vajrayana 

sects, received significant encouragement. The construction of monasteries 

and Mahaviharas was strongly influenced by Buddhism. 

▪ Similarity: In both periods, Buddhist art received state patronage, and art was 

developed with religious inspiration. 

2. Architectural Art: 

▪ Maurya Period: During the Maurya period, pillars and stupas were 

constructed, such as Ashoka's pillars. Additionally, grand stupas were built for 

the spread of Buddhism. 

▪ Pala Period: In the Pala period, Mahaviharas and monasteries related to 

Buddhism were also built. Prominent Mahaviharas such as Nalanda and 

Vikramshila were constructed during this period. 

▪ Similarity: In both periods, the construction of Buddhist religious sites, stupas, 

and monasteries aimed at promoting and spreading Buddhism. 

3. Sculpture: 

▪ Maurya Period: The Maurya period saw excellence in sculpture, such as the 

Didarganj Yakshi statue and carvings on Ashoka's pillars. The sculptures 

depicted religious symbols and postures. 

▪ Pala Period: In the Pala period, Buddhist sculptures were also created, which 

were soft and grand. Bronze and stone sculptures of Buddhist deities were 

made. 

▪ Similarity: In both periods, sculptures related to Buddhism were created, and 

these sculptures depicted meditative and serene postures. 
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4. International Influence:  

▪ Maurya Period: The influence of art during the Maurya period spread to 

Central Asia and Iran, primarily through the Silk Route. 

▪ Pala Period: During the Pala period, the influence of art reached Tibet, Nepal, 

and Southeast Asia. 

▪ Similarity: In both periods, Indian art had a wide-reaching impact on Asian 

countries, promoting Indian art traditions. 

Differences: 

1. Period and Rulers: 

• Maurya Period: The Maurya period was primarily ruled by Emperor 

Chandragupta Maurya and Emperor Ashoka (321-185 BCE). 

• Pala Period: The Pala period lasted from the 8th to the 12th century, with 

prominent rulers such as Dharmapala, Devapala, and Mahendrapala. 

• Difference: The Maurya and Pala periods occurred at different times, and the 

rulers in each period were different. 

2. Architectural Style: 

• Maurya Period: The Maurya period is known for the construction of pillars, 

stupas, and caves. These structures had carved surfaces and were polished. 

• Pala Period: The Pala period saw the construction of Mahaviharas and 

monasteries, with a distinct Bengali architectural influence. The roofs of 

temples were built in the Chala style, and these temples were primarily 

constructed for the spread of Buddhism. 

• Difference: In the Maurya period, the construction of pillars and stupas was 

more prominent, while the Pala period saw more construction of Mahaviharas 

and monasteries. 

3. Development and Trends in Art: 

• Maurya Period: The Maurya period focused on technological excellence in 

sculpture and architecture. The Mauryan sculptures were more rich and lifelike. 

• Pala Period: Art in the Pala period focused on religious symbols. Sculptures 

and paintings were more gentle and simple, emphasizing meditative postures. 

• Difference: Mauryan sculptures were more grand and vivid, while Pala 

sculptures were more peaceful and serene. 

4. Metal Art: 
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• Maurya Period: In the Maurya period, sculptures were made from bronze and 

stone, and their primary feature was their shiny and excellent polish. 

• Pala Period: In the Pala period, sculptures were made of bronze and brass, 

which were more intricately designed and ornamented. 

• Difference: Mauryan sculptures were mostly simpler, while Pala sculptures had 

more decoration and detailed carving. 

5. Painting: 

• Maurya Period: Evidence of painting in the Maurya period is limited, but it is 

believed that paintings were done on cave walls and palace walls. 

• Pala Period: In the Pala period, painting flourished, depicting Buddhist 

religious scenes, deities, and landscapes. 

• Difference: There was limited development of painting in the Maurya period, 

while painting received significant importance and expanded during the Pala 

period. 

Conclusion: 

Both Maurya art and Pala art hold an important place in the development of Indian 

art. While Maurya art focused more on technological excellence and the construction 

of religious sites, Pala art emphasized religious symbols, the spread of Buddhism, and 

more serene forms of art. Both periods had an international influence, but there were 

clear differences in their artistic styles and objectives 

 

b. Explain the origin, major characteristics, and factors leading to the decline of the Patna 

Kalam style. Also, provide a brief discussion on its socio-economic aspects. 

Patna Kalam style is also known as Indo-British painting because it combines 

elements of Persian, Mughal, and British art styles. This form of painting developed 

during the decline of the Mughal Empire when painters were no longer patronized by 

the Mughal court. Subsequently, these painters moved to different regions for 

livelihood. One group came to Eastern India and first took refuge in Murshidabad 

under the Nawabs. However, after the unrest in Bengal in 1757, around 1760, these 

artists arrived in Patna. At that time, Patna was a well-developed industrial city, and 

its people were art enthusiasts. Some artists, while passing through Patna, also went 

to areas like Ara and Varanasi. The artists who settled in Patna developed a local style 

of painting, which came to be known as Patna Kalam. These paintings depicted local 

life, daily activities, folk culture, and also featured many commercial themes. Some 
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professional painters made portraits for local landlords, Nawabs, British soldiers, and 

officers as per their wishes. 

Key features of Patna Kalam art: 

• Patna Kalam paintings fall under the category of miniature art and were 

created on paper, ivory, mica, leather, muslin, cloth, and other metals. 

• Paintings on paper were made on bamboo paper imported from Nepal, and 

wheat paste was used to glue the paper. 

• Paintings on mica, when viewed under light, displayed unmatched beauty. 

• This form of painting was a folk art, widely practiced by the common people 

and reflecting their lives. 

• Brushes used for painting were made by the artists themselves, from squirrel 

hair or horsehair from the neck of a horse, and sometimes even feathers from 

birds. 

• The artists also made their own colors, derived from minerals, natural 

materials, and the sap of tree barks, fruits, and flowers. 

• The subject matter of the paintings primarily included daily life such as 

woodcutters, women selling fish, farmers, water carriers (bhishti), barbers 

shaving, weddings, marketplaces, and so on. 

• Backgrounds and landscapes were frequently used in these paintings, with a 

plain white background being common. In contrast, Mughal paintings often 

featured intricate designs in the background. 

• Human figures were depicted with a prominent nose, thick eyebrows, deep-set 

eyes, slim faces, and thick mustaches. 

• These paintings display vibrancy and a deep understanding of animal and bird 

anatomy, as these were depicted with remarkable accuracy. 

• Artists took a long time to complete the paintings. The outlining was done in 

the summer, the colors were made during the rainy season, and filling in the 

colors occurred in winter. 

• Some paintings also feature border designs. 

Prominent artists: 

• Sewak Ram 
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• Hulas Lal 

• Jairam Das  

Some female artists, such as Sona Bibi and Dakshon Bibi, are also known. The British 

merchant Charles D. Isle established a lithographic press in Patna in the 1860s, where 

copies of Patna Kalam paintings were printed and sent to foreign countries. 

Ishwari Prasad was the last representative of this art form. He is credited with 

bringing this art from Bihar to Bengal. After his death in 1960, the art form declined 

in Patna. 

Famous Patna Kalam paintings: 

• Raghnigandhari by Mahadevlal 

• Virahneenayika by Madhavlal 

• Holi depiction by Gopal Lal 

• Bharat Mata by Ishwari Prasad 

Currently, these paintings are preserved and stored in the Patna Museum, Art 

College, and Khuda Bakhsh Library. The Bihar Government issued a calendar in 2010 

to revive this art form. 

Reasons for the decline of Patna Kalam: 

• Repetition of paintings 

• Decline in the number of foreign tourists visiting Patna 

• Increasing number of lithographic presses and the invention of the camera 

• Lack of professional artists 

• Absence of government patronage 

Analysis of Patna Art from a Social and Economic Perspective 

Social Perspective: 

1. Social Life and Depiction: 

o Patna art depicted scenes of everyday life, festivals, social gatherings, 

farmers, the merchant class, royal courts, and hunting scenes. 

o The artists vividly portrayed different social classes and their lifestyles, with 

a significant focus on depicting women. 
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o This art style presented various aspects of society, including cultural, 

religious, and political elements, such as depictions of Hindu deities, 

religious rituals, and royal courts. 

2. Urbanization and Social Change: 

o Under British rule, urbanization accelerated in Patna and other major cities, 

and these social changes were reflected in the paintings. New social classes 

emerged in cities, and art began to depict urban life, gardens, homes, 

markets, and public places. 

o The paintings also illustrated commercial activities, merchants, and their 

work lives, highlighting the social transformations of the time. 

3. Religious and Cultural Thoughts: 

o Patna art blended Hinduism, Islamic art, and British styles, reflecting the 

social and religious diversity of the period. This mix enriched the art with a 

broader religious and cultural perspective. 

o Religious temples, mosques, and other religious sites were depicted in the 

art, providing a glimpse of the religious diversity in society. 

Economic Perspective: 

1. Patna Art and Trade: 

o Patna art played a significant role from a commercial perspective. The 

paintings had strong demand in both local and international markets. Patna 

paintings became a popular commodity among British traders and Indian 

nobles, and their trade flourished. 

o The demand for art provided financial benefits to the artists, allowing them 

to develop new forms and styles. This trade in art also contributed to the 

economy of the city. 

2. Art and Imperial Influence: 

o During the British Empire, art was also used to propagate imperial 

influence. The British depicted their power and societal development in 

paintings, while Indian artists expressed this in their own style. These visual 

representations highlighted the social status and political perspectives of 

the time. 

o Patna art became a medium that promoted interaction between various 

economic classes and helped illustrate economic changes occurring in 

society. 
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3. Centers of Patna Art and Economic Contribution: 

o Centers of Patna art, such as Patna city and surrounding areas, became 

important hubs for the art industry. These centers were places where art, 

trade, and economic activities intersected, offering economic security and 

opportunities to the artists. 

o Many of the artists, often from lower or middle-class backgrounds, saw 

improvements in their living standards due to the economic contributions 

made by art and the trade associated with it. 

 

Conclusion: 

It is clear that this art form vividly depicted the life of the common people and would 

have served as a foundation for the future development of Indian painting. However, 

it is crucial to revive and promote this art form to bring back its golden past. 

 

 

4 a. Madhubani Painting 

Madhubani Painting 

1. Origin of Madhubani Painting: Madhubani painting, also known as Mithila 

painting, originated in the Mithila region of Bihar, India. This art form is 

centuries old and was primarily practiced by women to decorate the walls of 

their homes during religious occasions, festivals, and marriage ceremonies. 

The art is even mentioned in the Indian epic "Ramayana," where King Janaka 

ordered such paintings for the wedding of Sita. 

Madhubani painting initially started on walls using natural colors, but in the 

1960s, it gained popularity on paper and fabric. 

Discovery of Madhubani Painting: Madhubani painting has a long history and is 

considered a traditional art form of the Mithila region. This art is associated with the 

Mithila region of Bihar, particularly the districts of Darbhanga, Madhubani, and 

Saharsa. However, the formal "discovery" of Madhubani painting took place around 

the 1930s, when this art form gained recognition outside of its traditional 

boundaries. 

Form and Key Features of Mithila Painting: 
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Form: Madhubani painting (also known as Mithila painting) is a traditional art form 

from the Mithila region of Bihar. It is primarily done by women on walls, courtyards, 

and religious places in their homes. The subjects of these paintings often revolve 

around religious, cultural, and traditional themes. Originally, the paintings were 

created using natural colors, clay, chalk, and plant-based materials, but now they are 

also painted on paper, fabric, and canvas. 

Key Features: 

1. Decorative and Intricate Designs: 

o The most prominent feature of Mithila painting is its intricate and 

decorative designs. These often include geometric patterns, swirling 

lines, flowers, leaves, animals, and human figures. 

o The designs are so finely detailed that they are made by hand without 

any modern tools. The paintings have clear and distinct boundaries. 

2. Use of Natural Colors: 

o Traditional Mithila painting used natural materials for colors, such as 

clay, flowers, plants, and minerals. The primary colors used were red, 

yellow, green, blue, and black. 

o Although modern colors are now used, the traditional natural sources 

of these colors remain central to the art. 

3. Religious and Cultural Depictions: 

o Mithila painting often depicts Hindu religious themes, including images 

of Lord Ram, Goddess Sita, Krishna, Shiva, and Ganesh. These paintings 

are especially associated with weddings, festivals, and religious rituals. 

o The paintings also depict scenes from ancient Indian texts like the 

Mahabharata, Ramayana, and other mythological stories, including 

depictions of deities and traditional mythological tales. 

4. Nature and Ecological Elements: 

o Natural elements are also depicted in these paintings, such as flowers, 

leaves, birds, animals, fishes, and trees. This art reflects a deep 

reverence and connection to nature. 

o Many paintings feature animals and wildlife, showcasing the cultural 

heritage of the Mithila region and respect for the environment. 
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5. Geometric Shapes: 

o Mithila paintings make extensive use of geometric shapes, such as 

triangles, circles, and cylindrical patterns. These shapes are used to 

create visually structured and attractive designs. 

o The design patterns are regular, with a precise arrangement of shapes 

that create a specific effect. 

6. Distinctive Art Style: 

o The distinctiveness of Mithila painting lies in its vibrant and detailed 

lines, which give the paintings a sense of visual depth. These paintings 

typically feature minimal shading or highlights and mostly use flat, 

bright colors. 

7. Social and Domestic Scenes: 

o Mithila paintings also depict scenes from social and domestic life, such 

as marriage ceremonies, festival celebrations, and various aspects of 

village life. 

o These paintings often portray women, children, and ordinary villagers 

engaged in daily life. 

Distinct Substyles of Madhubani Painting: 

• Bharni: This style uses an extensive range of colors and typically features 

themes from the Ramayana and Mahabharata. 

• Kachani: This style uses limited colors and focuses more on lines and 

sketches. 

• Tantrik: The primary focus of this style is on depictions of deities and gods. 

• Godna: This style focuses on depicting natural objects. 

• Kohbar: This style involves depictions of physical motifs, including fish, lotus, 

swans, and more, often portraying sensual or erotic images. 

Key Artists of Madhubani Painting: 

1. Mahendra Yadav (Madhubani Painting): Mahendra Yadav is considered an 

important artist in the field of Madhubani painting. He lived traditionally in a 

village, and his artwork focused on nature, religious, and social themes. He 

helped popularize this art form internationally. 
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2. Bhima Singh: Bhima Singh was another prominent artist who advanced the 

tradition of Madhubani painting. His paintings used grand religious themes 

and detailed geometric shapes, often depicting deities and various aspects of 

life. 

3. Jai Mangla Dev: Jai Mangla Dev was an important artist who gave this art 

form a new direction. His paintings reflected a mix of traditional techniques 

with modern influences. He was particularly known for creating Madhubani 

paintings on paper and fabric. 

4. Suhita Devi: Suhita Devi was a renowned female artist of Madhubani painting. 

She portrayed religious themes of Hinduism and scenes from rural life. Her 

paintings often featured trees, flowers, and depictions of worshiping deities. 

5. Govind Jha: Govind Jha was another important artist who revitalized 

traditional Madhubani techniques. His works beautifully depicted the life, 

culture, and society of Mithila. 

6. Nanda Devi: Nanda Devi is also a significant name in Madhubani painting. 

Her works, particularly depicting deities and gods, attracted much attention. 

Famous Paintings: 

1. "Ram-Sita Wedding": This painting, based on the famous Hindu epic 

Ramayana, beautifully depicts the marriage of Lord Ram and Goddess Sita. It 

includes scenes of the wedding rituals, family members, and other relatives. 

2. "Shiva-Parvati Wedding": A famous painting that portrays the wedding of 

Lord Shiva and Goddess Parvati. This artwork includes images of deities along 

with traditional decorations and vibrant colors. 

3. "Krishna Leela": This painting is based on the childhood exploits of Lord 

Krishna. It depicts his Raas Leela, lifting the Govardhan Hill, and other 

childhood miracles. 

4. "Ganesha Puja": This painting depicts the worship of Lord Ganesha. The 

various stages of the puja (worship ritual) are illustrated, making it a significant 

cultural and religious artwork. 

5. "Newlywed Woman’s Worship": This painting shows a newly married 

woman performing a worship ritual. It symbolizes traditional Mithila culture 

and women's empowerment. 
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6. "Nature and Life": This painting depicts nature and rural life, showcasing 

trees, plants, birds, animals, and rivers, reflecting the natural beauty of Mithila. 

Relevance of Madhubani Painting: 

Madhubani painting, a traditional art form from the Mithila region (Bihar), continues 

to hold an important place in Indian art today. Its relevance has only grown over 

time, particularly in the contemporary era, because: 

• Cultural and Religious Importance: Madhubani paintings depict major 

religious, cultural, and social themes. Depictions of Hindu gods such as Ram, 

Krishna, Shiva, Parvati, Ganesh, Durga, and others, along with wedding rituals, 

worship, and other aspects of life, strongly tie this art to Indian culture. 

• Preserving Natural and Traditional Art: In a world moving toward 

modernization, traditional art forms were gradually being overlooked. 

Madhubani painting has helped preserve traditional art, remaining vibrant on 

paper, fabric, walls, and other surfaces today. 

• Social Empowerment: Particularly for women who are skilled in this art, it not 

only gives them a powerful identity but also provides them with economic 

independence. Madhubani painting has become a significant source of 

employment for women. 

• Harmonizing with Modernity: While Madhubani painting is a traditional art 

form, it remains highly relevant in the contemporary world. Designers and 

artists are incorporating it into modern art forms. Madhubani art is used in 

fashion, jewelry, and home décor items, expanding the art's reach. 

• Attracting All Age Groups: The appeal of Madhubani painting is not limited 

to Indians but has a global attraction. Its vibrant designs and cultural 

significance make it beloved by people across the world, appealing to people 

of all ages. 

Global Recognition of Madhubani Painting: 

• National and International Awards: Madhubani painting has been 

recognized with many awards in India and abroad. Indian Prime Ministers and 

Presidents have presented this art form at national platforms to promote it. In 

2018, renowned artists such as B.K. Nirala and Bhagwati Devi received 

international recognition for their work. 
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• United Nations and Other International Organizations: Madhubani 

painting has been honored by global organizations like the United Nations. 

Through these organizations, Madhubani painting has been promoted 

worldwide. 

• Popularity in Fashion and Design Industry: Today, Madhubani painting is 

widely used in the fashion design and textile industries. Indian and 

international designers have included Madhubani paintings in their 

collections, giving it a global identity. 

• Online Platforms and Social Media: The internet and social media platforms 

(such as Instagram, Facebook) have provided Madhubani painting with a 

global stage. People around the world can now view and appreciate this art, 

and are inspired to incorporate it into various products. 

• Evaluation and Preservation: The demand for Madhubani painting has 

grown in the global art market. Art collectors consider it a prestigious art 

form, and substantial investments are being made to preserve it. 

Conclusion: Madhubani painting is not only a significant part of Indian art history 

but has also gained global recognition. With its traditional form, vibrant designs, and 

religious and cultural themes, it holds an important place worldwide. Its contribution 

to modern design and fashion is increasing, and platforms—governmental, social, 

and digital—are playing a key role in promoting this art. Thus, Madhubani painting is 

not only an Indian cultural heritage but has now become an international identity. 

 

b. Role of Women in National Movements 

The role of women in the Indian freedom struggle was extremely significant and 

multifaceted. Initially, their involvement was limited, but in the 20th century, women 

actively participated in the freedom movement in an organized manner. They 

contributed to social reform movements, armed struggles, and non-violent 

movements. 

Key Phases of Women's Participation 

1. Early Phase (Before 1857): 

o During this period, women's role was primarily confined to social 

reform movements. 
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o Efforts by reformers like Raja Ram Mohan Roy, Ishwar Chandra 

Vidyasagar, and others led to improvements in women's education and 

social rights. 

o Rani Lakshmibai (Revolt of 1857) – The Queen of Jhansi fought 

valiantly against British rule and became an inspiration. 

2. Revolt of 1857 and Women's Role: 

o Begum Hazrat Mahal – Led the fight against British rule in Lucknow. 

o Jhalkari Bai – A companion of Rani Lakshmibai, she fought against the 

British. 

o Begum of Awadh – Played a crucial role in organizing the rebellion in 

the Awadh region. 

3. Increased Participation of Women in the 20th Century: 

o In this phase, women's involvement grew in non-violent movements 

and social reforms. 

o Under the leadership of Mahatma Gandhi, women became an active 

part of the national movement. 

(a) Non-Cooperation Movement (1920-22): 

o At Gandhi's call, thousands of women boycotted foreign goods and 

adopted swadeshi by spinning the charkha. 

o Women like Sarala Devi Chaudhurani, Veer Kumari Chattopadhyay, 

Kasturba Gandhi actively participated in this movement. 

(b) Civil Disobedience Movement (1930-34): 

o Salt March (1930) – Women participated in the Salt Satyagraha. 

o Women like Kamala Devi Chattopadhyay, Subhadra Kumari 

Chauhan, Madam Bhikaji Cama strengthened the movement. 

o Women volunteers – Thousands of women participated in Satyagraha 

against the British government. 

(c) Quit India Movement (1942): 

o Women showed unprecedented participation in this movement. 
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o Aruna Asaf Ali – Hoisted the tricolor at the Gowalia Tank Maidan in 

Mumbai in 1942 and led the movement. 

o Sucheta Kriplani – Involved in underground activities to oppose the 

British government. 

o Usha Mehta – Promoted the movement through a secret radio service. 

4. Role of Women in Revolutionary Movements: 

o Madam Bhikaji Cama – Hoisted the Indian flag in Paris and 

contributed to revolutionary activities. 

o Kalpana Dutt and Pritilata Waddedar – Participated in the Chittagong 

Armoury Raid (1930). 

o Durga Bhabi – Was a companion of Bhagat Singh and Chandrashekhar 

Azad. 

o Binodini Das, Sushila Didi – Participated in underground activities. 

5. Role of Women in the Indian National Army (INA): 

o Subhas Chandra Bose established the Rani Lakshmibai Regiment, led 

by Captain Lakshmi Sahgal. 

o Women in this regiment fought against the British in armed struggle. 

Women's Participation in the Freedom Struggle in Bihar 

1. Non-Cooperation Movement (1920-22) in Bihar: 

o Under the leadership of Mahatma Gandhi, the Non-Cooperation 

Movement provided women in Bihar the opportunity to participate in 

the freedom struggle. 

o Women like Jamuna Devi, wife of Anugrah Narayan Singh, and Rabia 

Khatun played an active role. 

o Women opposed foreign goods and liquor, and they even donated 

their jewelry and property for the national movement. 

2. Civil Disobedience Movement (1930-34) and Women in Bihar: 

o Women in Bihar actively participated in the Salt Satyagraha, boycotted 

foreign goods, and violated British laws. 
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o Women like Sarala Devi, Purnima Banerjee, Malati Chaudhary, 

Subhadra Devi, Jyotiri Devi played active roles. 

o Malati Chaudhary, influenced by Gandhi's ideas, organized the 

movement in rural areas. 

o Sarala Devi and others led Satyagraha in Patna, Muzaffarpur, and 

Bhagalpur, and participated in Salt and Jungle Satyagraha. 

3. Quit India Movement (1942) and Women in Bihar: 

o In the Quit India Movement of 1942, women in Bihar staged daring 

protests against British rule. 

o Prabhavati Devi, wife of Jai Prakash Narayan, was active in this 

movement and inspired the youth. 

o Kanti Devi led the movement in Patna and Gaya. 

o Usha Sinha and Veena Gupta participated in underground activities 

and helped revolutionaries. 

o Women in various districts of Bihar protested against British rule and 

went to jail. 

4. Revolutionary Movements and Women in Bihar: 

o Women from Bihar participated not only in non-violent movements but 

also in armed revolutionary activities. 

o Women like Sushila Devi and Vidyavati Devi helped revolutionaries 

and organized secret meetings. 

o Kunti Devi took part in underground activities during the Quit India 

Movement. 

5. All India Women's Movement and Bihar's Role: 

o Women from Bihar also participated in the All India Women's 

Movement. 

o Women like Malati Chaudhary, Prabhavati Devi, Jyotiri Devi and 

others worked for women's education and empowerment. 

o They also contributed to the establishment of the All India Women’s 

Congress and furthered the freedom movement in rural areas. 
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Prominent Women Freedom Fighters of Bihar: 

• Prabhavati Devi – Wife of Jai Prakash Narayan, connected women to the 

national movement. 

• Malati Chaudhary – Influenced by Gandhi's ideas, contributed to Satyagraha 

and education in Bihar. 

• Sarala Devi – Played an active role in the Salt Satyagraha of 1930. 

• Kanti Devi – Participated in the Quit India Movement and was imprisoned. 

• Usha Sinha – Participated in revolutionary activities and assisted the 

underground movement. 

• Rameshwari Nehru – Organized women in Bihar to inspire them to join the 

freedom struggle. 

• Subhadra Devi – Organized women in Bihar for the freedom movement. 

• Veena Gupta – Took part in underground activities during the 1942 

movement. 

Evaluation of Women's Role: 

1. Positive Aspects: 

o Active Participation – Women participated in both non-violent and 

violent movements. 

o Organizational Ability – Women organized movements of both 

Congress and revolutionary groups. 

o Inspiration After Independence – Their participation in the freedom 

struggle provided women with opportunities for advancement and laid 

the foundation for women's empowerment. 

2. Challenges and Limitations: 

o Lack of Direct Leadership – While women participated in the national 

movement, they were less visible in top leadership roles. 

o Social Barriers – Due to societal traditions and patriarchal attitudes, 

women did not always receive complete freedom. 

o Lack of Political Representation – Even after independence, women’s 

participation remained limited. 
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Conclusion: The role of women in the Indian freedom struggle was extremely 

important. Initially, their involvement was confined to social reforms, but in the 20th 

century, they took an active part in political movements. Their role not only 

strengthened the freedom struggle but also paved the way for the upliftment of 

women in independent India. 

 

 

c. Indigo Revolt (1859-1860) 

The Indigo Revolt (1859-1860) was the first large-scale organized uprising by Indian 

farmers against the exploitation and forced cultivation of indigo by British planters. It 

primarily took place in Bengal, Bihar, and Assam. The impact of this revolt was not 

limited to the economic conditions of farmers but also laid the foundation for social 

and political changes in India. The revolt not only awakened political consciousness 

among Indians but also forced the British government to reconsider its policies. 

The social and political impact of the Indigo Revolt can be understood through the 

following points: 

Social Impact of the Indigo Revolt 

1. Awakening of Self-Respect and Awareness of Rights Among Farmers 

• The revolt made Indian farmers realize that they could unite and resist 

oppression. 

• Before this movement, farmers feared British rule and landlords, but after 

the revolt, they developed a sense of self-respect and awareness of their 

rights. 

• Farmers gained confidence that unity and struggle could help them fight for 

justice. 

2. Beginning of the First Organized Mass Movement in Indian Society 

• The Indigo Revolt was India’s first organized peasant movement, in which 

rural people participated on a large scale. 

• It proved that the people could unite and challenge the powerful British 

rule. 
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• This ideology later became the foundation for movements such as the 

Champaran Satyagraha (1917), Kheda Satyagraha (1918), and Bardoli 

Satyagraha (1928). 

3. Reduction in Social Inequality and Caste-Based Discrimination 

• Farmers of all castes and classes came together in this revolt, which 

strengthened social unity. 

• The movement encouraged collective struggle, overcoming barriers of 

caste, religion, and language. 

• This led to a decline in caste-based discrimination and strengthened the 

idea of organized struggle in Indian society. 

4. Exposure of British Planters’ Atrocities and the Beginning of Social Reforms 

• The revolt exposed the brutality of British indigo planters. 

• It increased dissatisfaction with British policies among Indians, leading to a 

rise in national consciousness. 

• The British government was forced to re-evaluate indigo cultivation and 

introduce reformist policies to free farmers from forced indigo farming. 

5. Rise of Social Awareness in Literature and Journalism 

• The revolt influenced Indian literature and journalism, leading to strong 

criticism of British exploitation. 

• Dinabandhu Mitra wrote the play "Neel Darpan", which depicted the real 

hardships of indigo farmers. 

• The Indian press highlighted the plight of indigo cultivators, increasing anti-

British sentiments in society. 

Political Impact of the Indigo Revolt 

1. Changes in British Policies 

• After the success of the revolt, the British government was forced to address 

farmers’ grievances. 

• In 1861, the Indigo Commission was formed to investigate farmers’ 

complaints. 
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• As a result, forced indigo cultivation was abolished, providing significant 

relief to farmers. 

2. Foundation of the Indian Freedom Struggle 

• The revolt served as a source of inspiration for future independence 

movements. 

• It demonstrated that the British government could be challenged through 

mass resistance, a principle later seen in the Non-Cooperation Movement 

(1920) and Quit India Movement (1942). 

• Indian leaders realized that peasants must be included in the freedom 

struggle for success. 

3. Increased Role of Farmers in the National Movement 

• After the revolt, Indian farmers became politically aware and began actively 

participating in national movements. 

• A prime example is the Champaran Satyagraha (1917), where Gandhi 

organized farmers and forced the British government to surrender. 

• Due to the growing participation of farmers, the Indian National Congress 

also included agrarian reforms in its agenda. 

4. Exposure of British Administrative Weaknesses 

• The revolt revealed the weakness of the British administration in handling 

mass uprisings. 

• The British government was forced to take measures against indigo planters, 

proving that the colonial administration was not invincible. 

• This showed that a united Indian resistance could weaken British rule. 

5. Increased Attention of Indian Leaders Toward Farmers’ Issues 

• The revolt alerted Indian leaders to the problems faced by farmers. 

• Leaders like Dadabhai Naoroji, Surendranath Banerjee, and Mahatma 

Gandhi realized that mobilizing farmers was crucial for strengthening the 

independence movement. 

• As a result, peasants became a major force in later nationalist struggles. 

Conclusion 
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The Indigo Revolt had a profound impact on both social and political levels. It 

awakened self-respect, a spirit of struggle, and rights awareness among Indian 

farmers. The revolt forced the British government to change its policies and laid 

the foundation for the Indian freedom movement. 

• Social Impact: It led to organized movements, reduced caste 

discrimination, and inspired social reforms. 

• Political Impact: It exposed British weaknesses, increased the role of 

farmers in nationalism, and inspired future movements like Champaran 

Satyagraha and the Non-Cooperation Movement. 

Thus, the Indigo Revolt was a crucial turning point in India's freedom struggle, 

shaping the future of mass movements and agrarian resistance against British 

rule. 

 

d. Cripps Mission Proposal 

The Cripps Mission was formed in 1942 by the British government to seek Indian 

cooperation during World War II. The mission was led by Sir Stafford Cripps, a 

senior member of the British Cabinet. The Cripps Mission offered some autonomy to 

the Indian National Congress and the Muslim League to prevent them from rising 

against British rule and to gain their support in the war effort. However, the Congress 

rejected the proposal. 

1. Key Provisions of the Cripps Mission 

(i) Promise of Future Independence for India 

• The Cripps Mission promised India Dominion Status but did not provide a 

specific timeline for independence. 

• The British government proposed that after the end of World War II, India 

would receive a new constitution and self-governance. 

(ii) Indian Representation in the Constituent Assembly 

• The mission proposed that Indians would participate in drafting their own 

constitution through a Constituent Assembly. 

• Indians were given the option to choose their representatives for this 

assembly. 
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(iii) Greater Autonomy for Provinces 

• Provinces were to be granted greater autonomy, especially in areas such as 

education, law, and order. 

• A constitutional commission was proposed to make reforms and grant 

provinces more powers. 

(iv) Protection of Minorities, Including the Muslim League 

• The mission assured the Muslim League and other minorities that their 

rights would be protected, and they would receive special representation. 

• The separate electorate system for minorities would remain in place. 

(v) Dominion Status with Limited Sovereignty 

• The British government made it clear that India would receive Dominion 

Status only after World War II. 

• This meant India would have constitutional autonomy but would still remain 

part of the British Empire. 

2. Why Did Congress Reject the Cripps Mission Proposal? 

The Indian National Congress rejected the Cripps Mission proposal in 1942 for 

several reasons: 

(i) Incomplete Promise of Independence 

• The mission promised Dominion Status but no fixed timeline for complete 

independence. 

• Congress believed that India should receive immediate independence, 

rather than a temporary or post-war promise. 

(ii) Lack of Full Indian Representation 

• Although Indians were promised participation in the Constituent Assembly, 

Congress felt this was temporary and did not fully represent the Indian 

people. 

• The British government would still have control over the constitutional 

process, undermining India's full sovereignty. 

(iii) Separate Representation for Muslims and Minorities 
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• The Cripps Mission continued the separate electorate system for the Muslim 

League and minorities, which Congress believed would divide India on 

communal lines. 

• Congress always advocated for Hindu-Muslim unity, and this proposal 

weakened the idea of a united India. 

(iv) No Change in the Powers of the Governor-General 

• The Governor-General would retain veto power, meaning he could overrule 

Indian ministers' decisions. 

• Congress saw this as a way for the British to maintain control, rather than 

genuinely transferring power to Indians. 

(v) No Concrete Steps for Indian Participation in War 

• The proposal delayed discussions on Indian independence until after 

World War II. 

• Congress believed that if India was expected to support Britain in the war, it 

should also be given full control over its governance. 

(vi) Congress’s Demand for Complete Independence 

• Congress had always demanded Purna Swaraj (Complete Independence), 

while the Cripps Mission only offered Dominion Status, which was 

unacceptable. 

3. Mahatma Gandhi’s Reaction 

(i) "A Post-Dated Cheque" 

• Gandhi called the Cripps Mission proposal a "post-dated cheque on a 

failing bank," meaning it was an empty promise that might never be 

fulfilled. 

• He believed the British were trying to fool Indians with a vague promise of 

self-rule after the war. 

(ii) Incomplete Promise of Freedom 

• According to Gandhi, true independence could only come from complete 

British withdrawal, while Cripps only offered limited autonomy. 
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• He rejected the Dominion Status proposal, as it kept India under British 

influence. 

(iii) "A Big Fraud" 

• Gandhi called the Cripps proposal "a big fraud" because it provided Indians 

with limited rights, while real power remained with the British. 

• The proposal did not include any major constitutional changes or full 

independence for India. 

(iv) Opposition to Separate Electorates for Minorities 

• The proposal retained separate electorates for minorities, which Gandhi 

believed would increase communal tensions and harm Hindu-Muslim 

unity. 

• Gandhi firmly rejected this, fearing it would lead to greater division and 

future conflicts. 

4. Conclusion 

The Cripps Mission of 1942 arrived at a crucial moment in the Indian independence 

struggle, when Indians were demanding full freedom. The mission offered some 

reforms, but they were not aligned with the aspirations of Indian nationalists. 

Since Congress considered the proposal incomplete and unsatisfactory, they 

rejected it, insisting on complete independence. 

As a result, the failure of the Cripps Mission led to the launch of the Quit India 

Movement (1942), marking a decisive turning point in India's fight for 

independence. 

 

e. Mahatma Gandhi’s Views on Religion and Politics 

1. The Controversy Over the Relationship Between Religion and Politics 

• The connection between religion and politics has been a subject of debate in 

modern times. 

• In the 16th century, Niccolò Machiavelli argued that religion should be 

kept separate from politics. 

• Later, thinkers like John Austin further promoted this idea. 
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• Karl Marx went even further and rejected religion altogether, both within and 

outside politics. 

2. Mahatma Gandhi’s Perspective 

• Gandhi's views on the relationship between religion and politics were 

completely different from these Western thinkers. 

• He said, "Politics without religion is like a dead body that must be 

destroyed." 

• Gandhi believed that the apparent conflict between religion and politics 

was a misunderstanding, as both were deeply interconnected. 

3. Gandhi’s Use of the Term "Religion" 

Gandhi used the term "religion" in two different ways: 

1. As a faith or sect – referring to organized religious beliefs and practices. 

2. As a moral duty (Swadharma) – referring to a philosophical sense of self-

discipline and ethical responsibility. 

4. Importance of Religion in Politics 

• According to Gandhi, religion in politics should be followed in the sense of 

self-duty and moral obligation. 

• Politicians must act selflessly and govern with a sense of duty rather than 

personal interest. 

• This means that moral and religious values should be an integral part of 

politics, ensuring true social progress. 

5. Harmony Between Religion and Politics 

• Gandhi emphasized the need to balance religion and politics. 

• Religion serves as a source of morality and duty, while politics is a means of 

public welfare and justice. 

• If politics is devoid of religion, it loses its ethical foundation and becomes 

weak in terms of social justice. 

6. Gandhi’s Ideal of Politics 

• For Gandhi, religion was not limited to rituals and faith but was a complete 

way of life. 
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• He always considered truth, non-violence, equality, and morality as 

essential parts of politics. 

7. Similarity Between Plato’s Philosopher King and Gandhi’s Views 

• Gandhi’s ideas resemble Plato’s concept of the Philosopher King. 

• Plato argued that a ruler should govern selflessly, using wisdom and moral 

values rather than personal interests. 

• Similarly, Gandhi believed politics should be guided by duty and ethics, 

with decisions aimed at public welfare. 

8. Kautilya’s Saptanga Theory and Gandhi’s Views 

• Kautilya (Chanakya), in his Saptanga (Seven-Limbed) Theory, advised 

rulers to harmonize various aspects of governance while fulfilling their 

social and moral responsibilities. 

• Gandhi’s views aligned with this, as he believed political leadership should 

be free from selfish motives and based on social duties and moral 

principles. 

9. Gandhi’s Views on Secularism 

• Gandhi did not support communal politics. 

• He did not want religion (as a sect) to be a part of politics, as it could lead 

to division and conflict. 

• However, Gandhi’s concept of secularism differed from the Western 

model. Instead of absolute separation of religion and politics, he promoted 

"Sarva Dharma Samabhava" (equal respect for all religions). 

10. Principle of "Sarva Dharma Samabhava" 

• "Sarva Dharma Samabhava" means the state should not isolate itself from 

religions but instead respect all faiths equally. 

• According to Gandhi, the state should not distance itself from religions, 

but should ensure equality and respect among them. 

• He made it clear that religion should not be used for communalism or 

division in politics. 

11. Gandhi’s Secularism vs. Western Secularism 
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• Western secularism, as proposed by George Holyoake, advocated for a 

complete separation of politics and religion. 

• In contrast, Gandhi viewed secularism as a cultural and moral principle, 

where all religions are respected, and social justice is upheld. 

12. Conclusion 

• Gandhi’s views align with Plato’s Philosopher King and Kautilya’s 

Saptanga Theory, advocating for politics based on social ethics and duty 

rather than self-interest and religious fanaticism. 

• Gandhi redefined secularism through "Sarva Dharma Samabhava", 

emphasizing equal respect for all religions rather than their complete 

exclusion from politics. 

• According to Gandhi, politics and religion must be closely linked, not in 

terms of faith-based governance, but as a means of moral responsibility 

and duty. 

• He believed that without religious values, politics would fail to bring 

about meaningful social change. 

 

 

5.a "There were evident signs of differences between the Moderate and 

Extremist factions within the Indian National Congress." Evaluate this 

statement. How did their differences impact the national freedom movements? 

During the Indian independence movement, two major ideologies emerged within 

the Indian National Congress (INC)—the Moderates and the Extremists. A clear 

division between these two factions occurred at the Surat Session of 1907. This 

division was due to their differing approaches to the strategy and goals of the Indian 

freedom struggle. 

1. Moderates Faction 

Prominent Leaders: Dadabhai Naoroji, Gopal Krishna Gokhale, Surendranath 

Banerjee, Firoz Shah Mehta, etc. 

Policies and Ideology: 
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• Focus on Constitutional Reforms: The Moderates had a softer stance 

towards the British government and believed in bringing self-governance to 

India through constitutional reforms. 

• Policy of Prayer, Petition, and Request: They resorted to petitions, 

memorandums, and debates to present their demands to the British 

government. 

• Patience and Peaceful Struggle: They believed that India would gradually 

achieve self-governance. 

• Faith in the British Government: Moderates had faith that the British 

government would act in India's best interests and would accept their 

demands. 

• Focus on Social Reforms: They emphasized the removal of social evils, 

promoting education, and encouraging industrialization. 

• Working Within the Constitution: They demanded reforms under the 1861 

and 1892 Acts. 

Achievements of the Moderates: 

• Laid the foundation for constitutional reforms such as the Indian Council Act 

of 1892 and the Morley-Minto Reforms of 1909. 

• Contributed to raising national awareness. 

• Dadabhai Naoroji exposed British economic exploitation through his Drain 

Theory. 

2. Extremists Faction 

Prominent Leaders: Bal Gangadhar Tilak, Lala Lajpat Rai, Bipin Chandra Pal, 

Aurobindo Ghosh, etc. 

Policies and Ideology: 

• Demand for Swaraj (Complete Independence): The Extremists explicitly 

demanded full independence from British rule. 

• Struggle and Direct Action: They believed that petitions and requests were 

not sufficient and that movements were necessary to apply pressure on the 

government. 
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• Swadeshi Movement and Boycott: They promoted the boycott of foreign 

goods and encouraged the use of indigenous products. 

• Emphasis on National Education: They advocated for adopting an 

indigenous education system in place of the British educational system. 

• Radical and Revolutionary Activities: Some extremist leaders supported 

revolutionary movements. 

• Justification of the Use of Force: They believed that sometimes force might 

be necessary for self-governance. 

Achievements of the Extremists: 

• Led a strong opposition to the Bengal Partition of 1905 and successfully had 

it reversed. 

• Expanded the national movement through the Swadeshi and Boycott 

movements. 

• "Swaraj is my birthright, and I will have it" – This slogan by Bal Gangadhar 

Tilak became a source of inspiration for the freedom struggle. 

3. Key Differences Between Moderates and Extremists 

Aspect Moderates Extremists 

Approach Soft, trusted the British 

government 

Revolutionary, distrustful of the 

British government 

Strategy Petitions, requests, 

constitutional reforms 

Direct movements, boycott, 

Swadeshi 

Demands Gradual self-governance Immediate Swaraj (self-rule) 

Major 

Movements 

Initial Congress activities Bengal Partition Protest, 

Swadeshi Movement 

Impact Laid the foundation for 

constitutional reforms 

Challenged the British 

government directly 

 

4. The Surat Split of 1907 and its Consequences 

• At the Surat Session of 1907, differences between the Extremists and 

Moderates reached a peak, resulting in a split. 

• The most significant impact was that the Morley-Minto Reforms of 1909 

provided constitutional reforms to appease the Moderates, but this split was 

also a way for the British government to weaken the power of the Extremists. 
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• Later, in 1916, the Lucknow Pact brought both factions together again. 

Impact of the Differences Between Moderates and Extremists on the Indian 

National Movement 

The differences between the Moderates and Extremists factions in the Indian 

National Congress (INC) became prominent at the beginning of the 20th century. 

This confrontation reached its peak at the Surat Session of 1907, where the 

Congress split into two factions. This division affected the Indian national movement 

in both positive and negative ways. 

1. Negative Impact on the Indian National Movement 

(i) Temporary Halt to the Movement: 

• After the split in 1907, the movement weakened for a few years. 

• The British government used this division to strengthen its "divide and rule" 

policy. 

• Repressive measures were implemented against the Extremist leaders—Bal 

Gangadhar Tilak was sent to Mandalay (Burma) in 1908. 

(ii) Benefit to the British Government: 

• The British government introduced constitutional reforms to satisfy the 

Moderates through the Morley-Minto Reforms of 1909, but also tried to 

divide the Congress further by supporting the Muslim League. 

• The Moderates' policies were soft, which didn’t put enough pressure on the 

British government. 

• With the absence of the Extremists, Congress's strength weakened. 

(iii) Impact on Hindu-Muslim Unity: 

• The disagreements between the Extremists and Moderates weakened 

Congress's influence, and the British government introduced the Separate 

Electorates in 1909, weakening Hindu-Muslim unity. 

• This further fueled communal tensions in the future. 

2. Positive Impact on the Indian National Movement 

(i) Beginning of Struggle and Direct Action: 
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• The policies of the Extremist leaders introduced effective weapons in the 

Indian freedom struggle, such as Swaraj, Swadeshi, Boycott, and National 

Education. 

• The Swadeshi and Boycott movements in opposition to the Bengal 

Partition of 1905 helped strengthen national consciousness. 

(ii) Expansion of the Mass Movement: 

• The Extremists’ efforts expanded the movement beyond the educated elites to 

include peasants, workers, and youth. 

• After 1907, there was a significant increase in public participation in the 

freedom struggle. 

(iii) Foundation for Future Movements: 

• The Extremists’ militant approach laid the foundation for future movements 

led by Gandhi such as the Non-Cooperation Movement (1920), Civil 

Disobedience Movement (1930), and the Quit India Movement (1942). 

• Slogans like "Swaraj is my birthright, and I will have it" (Bal Gangadhar 

Tilak) became guiding lights for the freedom struggle. 

(iv) Reunion Through the Lucknow Pact in 1916: 

• In 1916, the Lucknow Pact led to the reunification of both factions, 

strengthening the Indian National Congress. 

• The pact fostered increased cooperation between the Congress and the 

Muslim League, which further accelerated the independence struggle. 

Conclusion 

The differences between the Moderates and Extremists temporarily weakened the 

Indian National Movement, but in the long run, it made the movement more 

effective. The Extremists paved the way for struggle and direct action, while the 

Moderates contributed to raising political awareness. Together, the strategies of both 

factions strengthened the Indian freedom struggle, ultimately leading to India's 

independence in 1947. 
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b. Provide a brief discussion on the major socio-religious reforms of the 19th 

century and explain how these reforms guided the Indian national movements. 

In the 19th century, the social and religious reform movements emerged as a 

response to the social evils, caste discrimination, untouchability, child marriage, the 

practice of Sati, prohibition on widow remarriage, and the pitiable condition of 

women prevalent in Indian society. These movements not only brought reforms to 

Indian society but also inspired the national movement. 

The prominent social and religious reforms in the 19th century brought significant 

changes to Indian society. These reforms challenged the old traditions, customs, and 

social evils, leading to a new social perspective. 

Key Social and Religious Reform Movements and Their Impact 

Reform Movement Founder Impact on National Movement 

Brahmo Samaj 

(1828) 

Raja Ram Mohan 

Roy 

Social equality, women’s reforms, 

modern education, freedom of press. 

Arya Samaj (1875) Swami Dayanand 

Saraswati 

Concept of Swaraj, opposition to caste 

system, inspiration for Swadeshi 

movement. 

Ramakrishna 

Mission (1897) 

Swami 

Vivekananda 

Uplifting of nationalism and Indian 

culture. 

Prarthana Samaj 

(1867) 

Atmaram 

Pandurang 

Social reforms, upliftment of Dalits. 

Satyashodhak 

Samaj (1873) 

Jyotirao Phule Rights of Dalits and women, social 

justice. 

Theosophical 

Society (1875) 

Annie Besant Inspiration for the Home Rule 

movement. 

 

1. Ram Mohan Roy and the Brahmo Samaj 

• Establishment: Ram Mohan Roy established the Brahmo Samaj in 1828. 

• Reform: He spoke out against superstition, idol worship, and the practice of 

Sati in Hinduism. 

• Main Objective: Monotheism, rational religious discourse, and social reform. 

2. Abolition of Sati 

• Leader: Ram Mohan Roy launched a campaign against the practice of Sati. 
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• Legal Action: The Government of India declared Sati illegal in 1829, a result of 

Ram Mohan Roy's efforts. 

3. Reform in Education 

• Educational Reform: Efforts were made to spread modern education in 

Indian society. 

• Key Contribution: David Hare promoted English education and emphasized 

the education of Indian women. 

4. Charleswood Act and Indian Education 

• Charleswood Act (1854): This Act promoted English education and led to the 

establishment of many new schools and colleges in India. 

5. Marriage Reforms 

• Ishwar Chandra Vidyasagar: He initiated the Hindu Widow Remarriage Act in 

1856, which granted legal recognition to widow remarriage. 

• Reform: This law gave widows the right to remarry. 

6. Women’s Education and Empowerment 

• Savitribai Phule: She began the spread of women’s education in India and 

established the first school for girls. 

• Contributions of Ramabai and Phule: Both contributed significantly to the 

field of women’s education in Maharashtra. 

7. Religious Reform and Arya Samaj 

• Swami Dayanand Saraswati established the Arya Samaj. 

• Reform: He opposed idol worship and superstitions, became a proponent of 

the Vedas, and famously declared, "Satyamev Jayate." 

8. Liberalization and Social Reform in Indian Society 

• Struggle for Women’s Rights: Movements worked for women’s rights and 

equality, such as advocating for women’s education, widow remarriage, and 

opposition to child marriage. 

9. Child Marriage Restraint Act (1929) 

• Leaders: Lord Dalhousie and Mahatma Gandhi fought against child marriage. 
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• Legal Reform: In 1929, the Child Marriage Restraint Act was implemented, 

which set the marriage age for boys at 14 and for girls at 18. 

Impact of Social and Religious Reform Movements on the National Movement 

1. Development of Modern Nationalism and Political Awareness 

o The reform movements inspired Indians towards modern education, 

scientific thinking, and rationality, which led to the development of 

nationalism. 

o Reformers like Raja Ram Mohan Roy, Ishwar Chandra Vidyasagar, 

Dayanand Saraswati, and Swami Vivekananda instilled a sense of self-

respect and pride in Indians. 

o This fostered political awareness among the Indian masses, which 

played a crucial role in the freedom struggle. 

2. Struggle Against Casteism and Social Inequality 

o Reform movements raised voices against casteism, untouchability, and 

social discrimination. 

o Swami Dayanand Saraswati and Mahatma Gandhi campaigned against 

the caste system, increasing the participation of the Dalits and 

backward classes in the national movement. 

o Reformers like Mahatma Phule and Dr. B. R. Ambedkar promoted social 

justice and equality, which helped connect the Dalit movement with the 

national struggle. 

3. Improvement in the Status of Women and Their Participation in the 

Freedom Struggle 

o Reforms like women’s education, widow remarriage, abolition of Sati, 

and prohibition of child marriage improved the status of women. 

o Women like Pandita Ramabai, Sarala Devi, Kamala Devi Chattopadhyay, 

and Annie Besant played an active role in the independence movement. 

o Due to educational and social reforms, women began participating 

more actively in the national movements. 

4. Awakening Towards Indian Culture and Civilization 
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o Reform movements taught Indians to take pride in their cultural 

heritage and civilization. 

o Swami Vivekananda and Dayanand Saraswati highlighted the 

importance of the Vedas and Upanishads, fostering a sense of self-

respect and self-reliance in Indians. 

o This provided the intellectual and cultural foundation for the Indian 

freedom struggle. 

5. Religious Renaissance and National Unity 

o The reform movements presented religion as a social force, 

strengthening national unity. 

o Movements like Brahmo Samaj, Arya Samaj, Ramakrishna Mission, and 

Theosophical Society promoted religious tolerance and unity. 

o These movements encouraged Hindu-Muslim unity, fostering 

communal harmony in the freedom struggle. 

6. Inspiration for Swadeshi and Self-Reliance 

o The reform movements inspired Indians to become self-reliant. 

o Swami Vivekananda and Mahatma Gandhi emphasized the use of 

indigenous products and self-reliance, leading to the strengthening of 

the Swadeshi movement. 

o Influenced by these movements, Mahatma Gandhi promoted the Khadi 

movement and rural industries. 

7. Development of Modern Education and Press 

o Reformers like Raja Ram Mohan Roy and others promoted modern 

education, leading to the development of scientific and logical thinking 

among Indians. 

o The press and newspapers became key tools in spreading the ideas of 

the reform movements, leading to increased political awareness in 

Indian society. 

o Newspapers such as "Samachar Chandrika," "Amrit Bazar Patrika," 

"Indian Mirror," and "Kesari" helped inspire the national movement. 

8. Criticism and Opposition to British Rule 
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o The reform movements criticized British policies and developed a sense 

of self-reliance and national pride among Indians. 

o Dayanand Saraswati's idea of "Swaraj" later became the foundation for 

the "Swaraj" principles of leaders like Bal Gangadhar Tilak and 

Mahatma Gandhi. 

o Social reformers opposed the divisive policies of the British 

government, thus strengthening the national movement. 

Conclusion 

Social and religious reform movements had a profound impact on the Indian national 

movement. These movements raised awareness in Indian society, fought against 

caste discrimination and social evils, and inspired women and Dalits to participate in 

the freedom struggle. They promoted modern education, the press, and Swadeshi 

ideals, which strengthened the national movement. Thus, these social reform 

movements laid a strong 

 

6. a.Discussion on Different Phases of the Indian National Movement (1857-

1947) 

The Indian National Movement was a long and arduous struggle that began with the 

First War of Independence in 1857 and culminated in the attainment of 

independence on August 15, 1947. This movement can be divided into different 

phases, including early revolts, the rise of the Indian National Congress, extremist 

nationalism, Gandhian movements, and revolutionary activities. 

1857 Revolt – The First War of Independence 

The 1857 revolt, also known as the First War of Independence, was a significant event 

that, although unsuccessful, had a profound impact on the Indian national 

movement. It strengthened the spirit of nationalism among Indians and paved the 

way for future freedom struggles. 

Phases of the Indian National Movement (1857-1947) 

The progress of the Indian National Movement from 1857 to 1947 can be 

categorized into four main phases: 

1. 1857-1885: This period saw localized uprisings and dissatisfaction among 

various sections of society against British rule. 
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2. 1885-1905: The early phase of the Indian National Congress (INC), 

characterized by moderate nationalism. 

3. 1905-1915: The rise of extremist nationalism and revolutionary activities. 

4. 1915-1947: The Gandhian era, marked by mass movements, civil 

disobedience, and finally, independence. 

Key Developments in Different Phases 

1. Rise of Nationalist Sentiments (Post-1857) 

• After the 1857 revolt, Indian dissatisfaction with British rule grew. 

• Various communities, castes, and classes united against British policies, 

strengthening national unity. 

2. British Repressive Policies and Indian Discontent 

• The British implemented harsh policies to suppress Indians after the 1857 

uprising. 

• The Divide and Rule policy was introduced to weaken unity among Indians. 

• This further fueled the desire for freedom. 

3. Establishment of the Indian National Congress (1885) 

• The 1857 rebellion highlighted the need for a political organization. 

• In 1885, the Indian National Congress (INC) was founded, which later 

became the leading force in the freedom struggle. 

4. Inspiration for the Revolutionary Movement 

• Inspired by the 1857 struggle, revolutionaries like Bhagat Singh, 

Chandrashekhar Azad, and Subhas Chandra Bose emerged. 

• Events like the 1905 Bengal Partition, 1919 Jallianwala Bagh Massacre, and 

1942 Quit India Movement were major milestones in the struggle. 

5. Nationalist Awakening in the Indian Army 

• The role of Indian soldiers in 1857 influenced future rebellions. 

• Nationalist sentiments in the army were evident in the 1946 Royal Indian 

Navy Revolt against British rule. 

Early Nationalism (1885-1905) – The Moderate Phase 
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The period from 1885 to 1905 marked the rise of moderate nationalism, led by 

early Congress leaders. 

1. Formation of the Indian National Congress (INC) in 1885 

• On December 28, 1885, A.O. Hume initiated the foundation of the INC. 

• The goal was to achieve political rights for Indians through constitutional 

means. 

2. Political Awareness and Nationalism 

• The Congress united Indians politically and demanded reforms from the 

British. 

• The spirit of nationalism and unity against British rule grew. 

3. Role of Moderate Leaders 

• The Congress initially adopted a moderate approach, seeking constitutional 

reforms. 

• Key Leaders – Dadabhai Naoroji, Gopal Krishna Gokhale, Ferozeshah 

Mehta, Surendranath Banerjee. 

• Dadabhai Naoroji introduced the concept of "Drain of Wealth," highlighting 

economic exploitation by the British. 

4. Demand for Social and Economic Reforms 

• Congress demanded job opportunities for Indians, press freedom, and 

higher education institutions. 

• People became aware of British economic exploitation. 

5. Emergence of Extremist Nationalism (1905 Onwards) 

• Dissatisfaction with the moderates led to the rise of extremist nationalism 

post-1905. 

Extremist Nationalism (1905-1919) and Revolutionary Activities (1907-1919) 

1. Rise of Extremist Nationalism (1905-1919) 

• The Bengal Partition (1905) led to the Swadeshi Movement. 

• Leaders like Bal Gangadhar Tilak, Lala Lajpat Rai, and Bipin Chandra Pal 

(Lal-Bal-Pal) launched radical protests. 
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• Tilak’s famous slogan: "Swaraj is my birthright, and I shall have it." 

• Boycott of British goods and promotion of indigenous industries and 

education. 

Impact: 

• Strengthened nationalist sentiments. 

• Congress split into moderates and extremists (Surat Split, 1907). 

• British were forced to revoke the Bengal Partition in 1911. 

2. Revolutionary Activities (1907-1919) 

• Several revolutionary organizations emerged:  

o Anushilan Samiti, Jugantar Dal, Ghadar Party. 

• Key revolutionaries:  

o Bhagat Singh, Chandrashekhar Azad, Batukeshwar Dutt, Khudiram 

Bose, Ashfaqulla Khan. 

• 1919 Jallianwala Bagh Massacre intensified revolutionary actions. 

Impact: 

• The British resorted to repressive measures. 

• More youth joined the freedom struggle. 

• The Gandhian movement gained momentum post-1919. 

Gandhian Era (1915-1947) – Mass Movements and Independence 

Under Mahatma Gandhi’s leadership, the freedom struggle took a non-violent, mass 

participation approach. 

1. Champaran Satyagraha (1917) – First Success 

• Farmers in Bihar were forced to cultivate indigo (Tin-Kathiya system) under 

exploitative conditions. 

• Gandhi's peaceful protest forced the British to abolish the system. 

Impact: 

• Marked Gandhi’s first major victory. 
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• Popularized non-violent resistance (Satyagraha). 

2. Non-Cooperation Movement (1920-1922) 

• Causes: Jallianwala Bagh massacre, Rowlatt Act, Khilafat Movement. 

• Methods:  

o Boycott of British schools, colleges, and goods. 

o Promotion of Swadeshi products. 

• End: Suspended after the Chauri Chaura incident (1922). 

Impact: 

• Widespread participation in the freedom movement. 

• Increased hostility toward British rule. 

3. Civil Disobedience Movement (1930-1934) 

• Causes: Simon Commission rejection (1928), Nehru Report (1928). 

• Key Event: Dandi March (1930) – Gandhi broke the salt law. 

• End: Gandhi-Irwin Pact (1931). 

Impact: 

• Women and farmers actively joined the movement. 

• British invited Congress for Round Table Conferences. 

• Led to the Government of India Act (1935). 

4. Quit India Movement (1942) 

• Causes: India's forced participation in WWII, failure of Cripps Mission. 

• Gandhi’s Call: "Do or Die – Quit India." 

• Response: British imprisoned Gandhi and Congress leaders. 

Impact: 

• Made British realize they couldn't rule India for long. 

• Accelerated independence efforts. 

Final Steps to Independence (1946-1947) 
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1. Cabinet Mission Plan (1946)  

• British proposed plans for India’s independence. 

2. Mountbatten Plan & Partition (1947) 

• June 3, 1947: Lord Mountbatten presented a partition plan. 

• August 14, 1947: Pakistan was created. 

• August 15, 1947: India became independent. 

Impact: 

• Freedom after 200 years of struggle. 

• India was divided, leading to communal violence. 

Conclusion 

The Indian National Movement (1857-1947) progressed through various phases, from 

the First War of Independence (1857) to Congress’s rise (1885), extremist 

nationalism (1905-1919), Gandhian movements (1919-1942), and finally, 

independence in 1947. It was not just a political struggle but also a social and 

economic awakening. 

 

b. Impact of British Land Revenue Policies on Indian Agriculture and Farmers' 

Movements 

Introduction 

The British land revenue policies were primarily designed to maximize revenue 

collection for the colonial government. However, these policies had a devastating 

impact on India's agricultural economy, leading to widespread farmer exploitation, 

rural distress, debt traps, and famines. The traditional self-sufficient agricultural 

system was disrupted, forcing farmers to grow cash crops instead of food crops, 

further increasing economic inequality and farmer indebtedness. 

The three major land revenue systems introduced by the British were: 

1. Permanent Settlement (1793) – Implemented in Bengal, Bihar, and Orissa. 

2. Ryotwari System (1820) – Introduced in Madras and Bombay presidencies. 

3. Mahalwari System (1833) – Applied in North-Western Provinces, Punjab, and 

parts of Central India. 
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1. Major British Land Revenue Policies and Their Impact on Indian Agriculture 

(A) Permanent Settlement (1793) 

• Introduced by: Lord Cornwallis. 

• Implemented in: Bengal, Bihar, and Orissa. 

• System: Under this system, zamindars (landlords) were made the 

permanent owners of land and were required to pay a fixed revenue to the 

British government. 

Impact on Agriculture and Farmers: 

• Exploitation of farmers: Zamindars collected excessive revenue from farmers, 

pushing them into extreme poverty. 

• Lack of agricultural improvement: Since the revenue was fixed 

permanently, zamindars had no incentive to invest in land development or 

irrigation. 

• Indebtedness and landlessness: Farmers had to borrow money from 

moneylenders to pay rents, resulting in loss of land and perpetual debt 

traps. 

• Migration and famines: Many farmers abandoned their lands and migrated 

due to high taxes and food shortages, leading to famines. 

(B) Ryotwari System (1820) 

• Introduced by: Thomas Munro and Captain Reed. 

• Implemented in: Madras and Bombay presidencies. 

• System: In this system, farmers (ryots) directly paid revenue to the British 

government, making them the landowners. 

Impact on Agriculture and Farmers: 

• Heavy tax burden: Farmers had to pay 50-60% of their total produce as tax, 

leaving them with little to survive. 

• Increase in farmer debts: To pay high taxes, farmers were forced to take 

loans from moneylenders, leading to widespread debt and exploitation. 

• Loss of land: If a farmer failed to pay taxes, the British government 

confiscated their land. 
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• Shift to cash crops: To meet tax demands, farmers were forced to grow cash 

crops like cotton, indigo, and tobacco, reducing food production and 

causing food shortages. 

(C) Mahalwari System (1833) 

• Introduced by: Lord William Bentinck. 

• Implemented in: North-Western Provinces, Punjab, and parts of Central India. 

• System: In this system, the village (mahal) was the unit of revenue 

collection, and the responsibility for paying taxes was given to village 

headmen (Lambardars). 

Impact on Agriculture and Farmers: 

• Increased exploitation by intermediaries: The village headmen, zamindars, 

and moneylenders exploited farmers by overcharging them. 

• Unstable tax rates: Revenue demands were revised periodically, making it 

difficult for farmers to plan their agriculture. 

• Agricultural instability: Frequent changes in tax rates and harsh collection 

policies discouraged investment in farming. 

• Collective burden on villages: Since taxes were collected at the village level, 

the entire village suffered if some farmers failed to pay. 

2. Broad Impacts of British Land Revenue Policies on Agriculture 

(A) Decline of Traditional Agricultural System 

• Before British rule: Indian agriculture was largely self-sufficient, with farmers 

growing food crops for consumption. 

• Under British rule: Farmers were forced to grow cash crops (indigo, cotton, 

jute, tea) for British industries, leading to food shortages and famines. 

(B) Commercialization of Agriculture 

• Forced shift to cash crops: British policies promoted crops that benefited 

British industries. 

• Decline of food grain production: This led to severe famines, such as the 

Great Bengal Famine (1770) and the Madras Famine (1876-78). 
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• Dependence on market forces:  Farmers were now dependent on global 

markets for selling their crops, making them vulnerable to price fluctuations. 

(C) Heavy Tax Burden on Farmers 

• Permanent Settlement: Farmers were at the mercy of zamindars, who 

increased rent arbitrarily. 

• Ryotwari System: 50-60% tax rates left farmers in extreme poverty. 

• Mahalwari System: Entire villages had to bear the tax burden. 

(D) Indebtedness and Land Alienation 

• Farmers had to take loans from moneylenders at high interest rates. 

• Failure to repay loans led to loss of land, making them tenant farmers or 

laborers on their own land. 

3. Major Farmer Movements Against British Land Revenue Policies 

The exploitative land revenue policies led to mass uprisings across India. Farmers, 

facing unbearable oppression, organized protests and rebellions against British rule. 

(A) Indigo Rebellion (1859-60) 

• Location: Bengal. 

• Cause: Indigo planters forced farmers to cultivate indigo without fair 

payment. 

• Outcome: Widespread protests forced the British government to ban forced 

indigo cultivation. 

(B) Pabna Revolt (1873-76) 

• Location: Bengal. 

• Cause: Excessive rent charged by zamindars. 

• Outcome: Farmers organized legal protests, leading to some relief 

measures by the British. 

(C) Deccan Riots (1875) 

• Location: Maharashtra. 

• Cause: High taxes and moneylender exploitation. 
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• Outcome: The Deccan Agricultural Relief Act (1879) was passed to protect 

farmers from moneylenders. 

(D) Champaran Satyagraha (1917) 

• Leader: Mahatma Gandhi. 

• Location: Bihar. 

• Cause: Farmers were forced to grow indigo under the Tinkathia system. 

• Outcome: The British abolished the forced indigo system, marking Gandhi’s 

first successful movement in India. 

(E) Kheda Satyagraha (1918) 

• Location: Gujarat. 

• Cause: British government demanded full land tax despite famine. 

• Outcome: Taxes were waived after sustained protests. 

(F) Bardoli Satyagraha (1928) 

• Leader: Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel. 

• Location: Gujarat. 

• Cause: 22% tax increase by the British. 

• Outcome: The government withdrew the tax hike. 

4. Conclusion 

The British land revenue policies were exploitative and oppressive, destroying 

India's traditional agricultural system and causing rural distress. These policies 

led to massive peasant movements that later became an integral part of the 

Indian freedom struggle. 

By the 20th century, farmers joined the national movement, inspired by Gandhi, 

Patel, and other leaders. Ultimately, the struggles against land revenue 

oppression contributed to India's fight for independence in 1947. 

Final Thought: The legacy of farmer movements during British rule still inspires 

agrarian protests in modern India, highlighting the importance of fair policies for 

rural prosperity. 
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7.a Kisan Movement and the Contribution of Swami Sahajanand Saraswati 

1. Background of the Peasant Movement 

• During British rule, Indian farmers suffered due to Zamindari system and high 

taxation. 

• The success of the Champaran Satyagraha (1917) inspired farmers to unite and 

resist exploitation. 

• In Bihar, Swami Sahajanand Saraswati played a major role in organizing the 

Kisan movement. 

2. Swami Sahajanand Saraswati: Life and Introduction 

• Born: 22 February 1889, Gazipur, Uttar Pradesh. 

• Real Name: Naval Kishore Sharma. 

• Education: Studied Sanskrit and Vedic scriptures. 

• Renunciation: Became a Sanyasi at a young age and later dedicated his life to 

farmers' struggles. 

3. Role in the Peasant Movement 

(a) Early Struggles and Establishment of Kisan Sabha 

• Witnessing the misery of farmers, Swami Sahajanand decided to lead their 

movement. 

• The Bihar Kisan Sabha was formed in 1922-23, but it was in 1928 that he gave 

it proper direction. 

• On 4 March 1928, the Provincial Kisan Sabha was established at the Sonpur 

Fair. 

• He motivated farmers by saying, "Roti hi saccha bhagwan hai" (Food is the 

true God). 

(b) Major Demands of Farmers 

1. Abolition of the Zamindari System. 

2. Reduction in Land Taxes (Malguzari). 

3. Protection against Eviction of Tenants. 

4. Return of Bakasht Land (Land forcibly taken by Zamindars). 
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5. Reduction in Forced Labour and Other Taxes. 

(c) Important Phases of the Kisan Movement 

1. Madhubani Kisan Movement (1919) – Swami Vidyanand mobilized farmers. 

2. Expansion of Kisan Sabha (1929) – Meetings held in Gaya, Hajipur, Patna, 

Bhagalpur, and other areas. 

3. Chaukidari Tax Protest (1930) – A successful mass movement against unfair 

British taxation. 

4. Participation in the Civil Disobedience Movement (1932) – Farmers became 

actively involved in the national movement. 

4. Establishment of All India Kisan Sabha (1936) 

• In 1936, the All India Kisan Sabha (AIKS) was formed in Lucknow, with Swami 

Sahajanand as its first President. 

• Prominent leaders:  

o M.G. Ranga, E.M.S. Namboodiripad, Acharya Narendra Dev, Rahul 

Sankrityayan, Ram Manohar Lohia, Jayaprakash Narayan, Pandit 

Yadunandan Sharma, P. Sundarayya. 

• The Sabha demanded:  

o Abolition of Zamindari System. 

o Debt relief for farmers. 

5. Relationship Between Congress and the Kisan Movement 

• After Congress formed the government in 1937, Swami Sahajanand expected 

agrarian reforms. 

• The Congress government reduced tax rates but was still influenced by 

Zamindars. 

• Disappointed, Swami Sahajanand separated from Congress and leaned 

towards Communist ideology. 

6. Radicalization of the Kisan Movement and Adoption of the Red Flag 

• In October 1937, the Kisan Sabha adopted the Red Flag as its symbol. 
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• Under Swami Sahajanand’s leadership, Kisan rallies became larger than 

Congress meetings. 

• By 1938, Kisan Sabha had 1.5 lakh members. 

• He established "Sitaram Ashram" in Bihta (Patna), which became the center of 

peasant activism. 

7. Swami Sahajanand and Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose 

• He participated in several farmer rallies with Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose. 

• In protest of Swami Sahajanand’s arrest, Netaji declared 28 April as "All India 

Swami Sahajanand Day". 

• The Communist Party of India (CPI) also considered him a source of 

inspiration. 

8. Baba Nagarjun and Swami Sahajanand 

• The famous Bihar poet Baba Nagarjun was deeply influenced by Swami 

Sahajanand. 

• He frequently visited Bihta Ashram for guidance and inspiration. 

9. Impact of the Kisan Movement and Contribution of Swami Sahajanand 

• Farmers emerged as a political force in the independence struggle. 

• Played a decisive role in the abolition of the Zamindari system. 

• Popularized slogans like "Kaise loge malguzari, lad jayegi hamari jindagani!" 

(How will you collect taxes, when we will give our lives in resistance?). 

• His movement paved the way for agrarian reforms in independent India. 

Conclusion 

Swami Sahajanand Saraswati was not just a saint, but a revolutionary leader of the 

Indian peasant movement. He mobilized farmers against oppression and played a 

crucial role in ending the Zamindari system. His struggle, ideology, and leadership 

are written in golden letters in India's history. His vision and activism continue to 

inspire movements for farmers' rights even today. 

 

b. Religious Aspects of Manjusha Painting 
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Introduction to Manjusha Art and Its Evolution 

Manjusha Art is a distinctive and ancient folk art form of Bihar, especially Bhagalpur 

and its surrounding areas. This art form is deeply rooted in religious traditions, 

primarily influenced by Buddhism and Hinduism. It is mainly used for depicting 

religious stories, folklore, and rituals. 

The word "Manjusha" originates from the Sanskrit word "Manjusha", meaning 

"box" or "container". Historically, Manjusha paintings adorned religious boxes 

(Manjusha) used for rituals and worship. Initially, this art was practiced on paper, 

but over time, it expanded to canvas, cloth, and walls. 

1. Religious Significance of Manjusha Art 

Manjusha Art has strong religious roots and plays a vital role in preserving and 

expressing spiritual beliefs. This art form focuses on religious symbols, stories, 

and characters, making it an important medium for spreading religious teachings. 

(a) Connection with Buddhism 

• Buddhist Influence: Manjusha Art was initially inspired by Buddhist 

teachings and symbolism. 

• Depiction of Buddhist Themes: It often features Buddha, Bodhisattvas, and 

Buddhist teachings in visual form. 

• Religious Containers (Manjusha): The term "Manjusha" refers to sacred 

boxes that contained Buddhist texts and relics. These were decorated with 

intricate paintings of Buddhist symbols and deities. 

Elements of Buddhism in Manjusha Art: 

Illustrations of Lord Buddha and Bodhisattvas 

Scenes of Buddha’s Nirvana, Birth, and Enlightenment 

Use of sacred symbols such as the Lotus and Dharma Wheel 

(b) Influence of Hinduism 

Over time, Manjusha Art absorbed Hindu religious themes, depicting deities, 

epics, and local myths. 

1. Legends of Bihula-Bishahari (Snake Goddess Worship) 

• The most prominent religious theme in Manjusha Art is the story of 

"Bihula and Bishahari", a folk legend from Bihar. 
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• Bishahari, the serpent goddess, is worshipped in the region. 

• The paintings depict Bihula's journey to bring her husband back to life, 

highlighting themes of devotion, sacrifice, and divine intervention. 

• These paintings are displayed during Bishahari Puja, celebrated by the local 

community. 

2. Depiction of Hindu Epics: Ramayana & Mahabharata 

• Manjusha paintings also illustrate stories from Ramayana and Mahabharata. 

• Important characters like Lord Rama, Sita, Hanuman, Krishna, Arjuna, and 

Draupadi are depicted. 

3. Representation of Hindu Gods and Goddesses 

• Shiva and Parvati – Symbolizing cosmic balance. 

• Vishnu and Lakshmi – Representing preservation and prosperity. 

• Durga and Kali – Depicted as warriors protecting dharma. 

• Saraswati and Ganesha – Associated with wisdom and success. 

2. Symbolism and Religious Elements in Manjusha Art 

Manjusha Art is rich in symbolism, with various religious and natural elements 

carrying spiritual significance. 

(a) Religious Symbols in Manjusha Art 

Symbol Religious Meaning 

Serpent (Nag) Represents divine energy, fertility, and protection. 

Champa 

Flower 

Symbolizes purity and devotion. 

Sun (Surya) Signifies power, light, and divinity. 

Lotus (Kamal) Represents enlightenment and purity in both Hinduism and 

Buddhism. 

Elephant 

(Gaja) 

Associated with wisdom and strength (Lord Ganesha’s vehicle). 

Turtle 

(Kachhua) 

Symbol of stability and longevity. 
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Fish (Matsya) Represents life, abundance, and divine incarnation (Matsya Avatar 

of Vishnu). 

Trishul 

(Trident) 

A symbol of Lord Shiva’s power and the balance of creation, 

preservation, and destruction. 

(b) Manjusha Art in Hindu Rituals and Festivals 

• Bishahari Puja: Celebrated in Bihar, where Manjusha paintings are 

prominently used. 

• Diwali & Durga Puja: Manjusha motifs appear in home decorations and 

pandal art. 

• Kumbh Mela: Some Manjusha paintings depict spiritual gatherings and 

divine rituals. 

3. Cultural and Religious Importance of Manjusha Art 

(a) Preservation of Religious Heritage 

• Manjusha Art serves as a visual record of religious beliefs and traditions. 

• It has played a crucial role in preserving ancient myths, rituals, and deities 

for generations. 

(b) Integration of Multiple Religious Traditions 

• This art form blends Buddhist and Hindu influences, showcasing India’s 

rich spiritual diversity. 

• It reflects the harmony between different religious ideologies. 

(c) Medium of Religious Storytelling and Moral Lessons 

• Manjusha paintings are used to educate people about religious values and 

virtues. 

• Through visual narratives, it conveys lessons of faith, righteousness, and 

devotion. 

4. Reviving and Preserving Manjusha Art 

Despite its rich heritage, Manjusha Art faced decline over time. However, efforts 

are being made to revive and promote this religious art form. 

(a) Ways to Revive Manjusha Art: 
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• Educational Programs: Introducing Manjusha Art in schools and art 

institutions. 

• Modern Applications: Using Manjusha motifs in fashion, textiles, and home 

décor. 

• Government and NGO Support: Providing financial aid and platforms for 

artists. Social Media Awareness: Promoting Manjusha Art through digital 

exhibitions and online stores. 

• Organizing Religious Festivals and Exhibitions: Displaying Manjusha 

paintings in temples, cultural events, and art fairs. 

5. Conclusion 

Manjusha Art is not just a folk painting style, but a spiritual expression of Indian 

religious heritage. Deeply rooted in Buddhism and Hinduism, it serves as a 

medium to narrate divine stories, preserve sacred traditions, and inspire faith. 

By reviving and promoting this ancient art, we can ensure that its rich religious 

and cultural legacy continues to thrive for future generations. 

 

 

c. Origin of the Swadeshi Movement 

Partition of Bengal (1905) 

The Swadeshi Movement began as a protest against the partition of Bengal in 

1905. The British government divided Bengal on communal lines, causing 

widespread dissatisfaction among Indians. Realizing the political motives behind 

this decision, Indian leaders launched the Swadeshi Movement. 

Lord Curzon’s Partition Plan 

• Lord Curzon, the British Viceroy, divided Bengal, which Indian leaders saw as 

a divide-and-rule policy to create Hindu-Muslim tensions. 

• The aim of the British was to weaken Indian unity and strengthen their 

colonial control. 

Main Objectives of the Swadeshi Movement 

1. Opposition to British Rule 

o The primary goal was to resist British imperialism. 
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o The movement focused on boycotting British goods and promoting 

Indian-made products. 

2. Self-Reliance and Economic Independence 

o The movement sought to make Indian society self-reliant. 

o It encouraged the growth of indigenous industries and aimed to 

challenge British economic dominance. 

3. Communal Harmony 

o The movement aimed to unite Hindus and Muslims against British 

policies. 

o It worked to strengthen national unity and counteract colonial 

strategies of division. 

Key Leaders of the Swadeshi Movement 

1. Bal Gangadhar Tilak – Encouraged Swadeshi through his newspaper "Kesari" 

and turned it into a mass movement. 

2. Bipin Chandra Pal – Promoted Swadeshi products and raised awareness 

through speeches and writings. 

3. Lala Lajpat Rai – Led the movement in Punjab and organized protests against 

British rule. 

4. Aurobindo Ghosh – Took revolutionary steps in Bengal against the 

partition. 

Key Events of the Swadeshi Movement 

1. Boycott of British Goods 

• Indians burned British textiles and promoted Khadi (hand-spun cloth). 

2. Promotion of Swadeshi Products 

• Encouraged people to buy and use locally made goods. 

• Indigenous industries were established to replace British imports. 

3. Congress Support 

• The Indian National Congress adopted Swadeshi as a key political strategy. 

4. Calcutta Session (1906) 
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• Under the leadership of Dadabhai Naoroji, the Congress officially 

supported Swadeshi and demanded Swaraj (self-rule) for the first time. 

Nature of the Swadeshi Movement 

1. Political Aspect 

• The Swadeshi Movement was a direct political response to British rule. 

• It involved mass protests, strikes, and boycotts of British goods. 

• The Partition of Bengal (1905) gave momentum to the movement. 

2. Social and Cultural Aspect 

• Encouraged self-reliance among Indians. 

• Strengthened Hindu-Muslim unity in protest against British policies. 

• Raised awareness about British exploitation and promoted national 

consciousness. 

3. Economic Aspect 

• Boycott of foreign goods to weaken British trade. 

• Promotion of indigenous industries, especially Khadi and handicrafts. 

4. Forms of Protest 

• Public demonstrations and strikes. 

• Markets exclusively selling Swadeshi products were set up. 

• Public burning of foreign goods to encourage people to switch to Indian-

made products. 

Success and Failure of the Swadeshi Movement 

Successes 

1. Economic Damage to British Industries 

o The movement hurt British textile businesses and promoted Indian 

industries. 

2. Rise in Political Awareness 

o Indians became more politically active and demanded self-rule. 
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Failures 

1. Repression by the British 

o The British suppressed the movement through police brutality and 

arrests. 

2. Lack of Coordination 

o The movement lacked clear leadership in some areas, leading to 

division and decline. 

Conclusion 

The Swadeshi Movement was a crucial phase in India's struggle for independence. 

It united Indians against British rule and promoted self-reliance. Although it had 

limited success, it ignited nationalist sentiments and laid the foundation for 

future movements like the Non-Cooperation Movement and Civil Disobedience 

Movement. 

 

d. Role of Babu Kunwar Singh in the Revolt of 1857 

Introduction 

The Revolt of 1857 was the first organized attempt at India's freedom struggle. It 

was a major uprising against British rule, and many great leaders played significant 

roles in this movement. Babu Kunwar Singh was one of the prominent leaders who 

led the fight against the British in Bihar. Despite being 70 years old, he displayed 

extraordinary courage and fought fiercely against the British forces. 

Babu Kunwar Singh: A Brief Introduction 

• Born: 1777, Jagdishpur, Arrah, Bihar 

• Background: A Rajput chieftain, known for his bravery and leadership. 

• Role: He was a Zamindar and a key leader in Bihar during the 1857 uprising. 

• Legacy: One of the most fearless freedom fighters, he challenged British 

rule despite his age and physical challenges. 

Babu Kunwar Singh’s Role in the Revolt of 1857 

1. Struggle Against British Rule 

• Kunwar Singh led an armed rebellion against British rule in Bihar. 
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• He organized local soldiers and peasants to fight against the British army. 

• His resistance gave strength and direction to the revolt in Bihar. 

2. Battle of Arrah (1857) 

• One of his most significant military achievements was the Battle of Arrah. 

• He assembled local soldiers and launched an attack on the British fort in 

Arrah. 

• His tactical warfare and local support helped him defeat the British forces 

temporarily. 

• Although the British later regained control, Kunwar Singh’s leadership 

inspired future rebellions. 

3. Popularity and Support 

• Kunwar Singh was highly respected among locals, including peasants and 

landlords. 

• His charismatic leadership united people across castes and communities. 

• He mobilized rural populations to stand against the British, making the 

revolt stronger. 

4. Reputation as a Hero 

• Despite his age and injuries, Kunwar Singh continued to fight bravely. 

• During his final battle, he was wounded, but he cut off his injured hand and 

continued fighting. 

• He became a symbol of courage and patriotism. 

Major Battles Fought by Babu Kunwar Singh 

1. Battle of Arrah (1857) 

• One of the most crucial battles of the 1857 revolt in Bihar. 

• Kunwar Singh, along with his forces, attacked the British fort in Arrah. 

• His forces managed to capture the fort, forcing the British to retreat. 

• However, the British later recaptured it after reinforcements arrived. 

2. Resistance in Ballia and Surrounding Areas 
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• He continued fighting against the British in Ballia and other parts of Bihar. 

• He gathered local support and kept the revolt alive in different regions. 

3. Guerrilla Warfare Strategy 

• Kunwar Singh was an excellent strategist. 

• He used guerrilla warfare tactics to attack British forces by surprise. 

• He would strike suddenly and then withdraw, weakening the enemy’s 

control. 

4. Final Battle and Sacrifice 

• In 1858, despite being old and injured, Kunwar Singh continued to lead his 

army. 

• During a battle, he was severely wounded but refused to surrender. 

• Legend says that he cut off his wounded arm and offered it to the Ganga 

River as a sacrifice. 

• He succumbed to his injuries on 26 April 1858. 

Impact of Babu Kunwar Singh’s Struggle 

1. Symbol of Resistance 

• His fight against the British inspired future generations of freedom fighters. 

• His dedication and bravery became a legend in Bihar and across India. 

2. Exposure of British Weakness 

• His tactical battles and victories showed that the British were not invincible. 

• The Battle of Arrah was a major setback for the British in Eastern India. 

3. Inspiration for Future Movements 

• His resistance set an example for later nationalist movements. 

• He became an icon of bravery and self-sacrifice in India's freedom struggle. 

Conclusion 

Babu Kunwar Singh played a historic role in the Revolt of 1857. His military skills, 

leadership, and courage made him a symbol of patriotism. Despite his age and 

injuries, he fought fearlessly against the British, proving that the fight for freedom 
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was more important than personal limitations. His legacy continues to inspire 

Indians, and 26 April is celebrated as "Vijay Utsav" in his honor. 

 

e. Causes for the Emergence of Revolutionary Organizations in the First Three 

Decades of the 20th Century 

The emergence of revolutionary organizations in India during the first three decades 

of the 20th century was influenced by various social, political, and economic factors. 

These organizations played a crucial role in motivating the Indian masses to fight 

against British imperialism. Many revolutionary ideologies and movements arose 

during this time with the goal of overthrowing British rule. The following factors were 

the key reasons for the emergence of these revolutionary organizations: 

1. Exploitation and Oppression by the British Empire: The British Empire exploited the 

Indian masses, draining its resources and weakening the Indian economy. The heavy 

taxes and exploitation faced by farmers and workers led to widespread resentment 

and anger among the people. As a result, many revolutionary organizations took up 

armed struggle to achieve independence. 

2. Dissatisfaction due to Division and Disagreement: British rule fostered divisions in 

Indian society based on caste, religion, and culture, which resulted in increasing 

dissatisfaction and hatred. This division prompted many revolutionary organizations 

to promote unity among Indians and challenge British imperialism. 

3. Modern Education and Awareness: At the end of the 19th century, there was an 

improvement in the education level in Indian society. Indians were exposed to 

Western ideologies and democratic values, which led them to become more aware of 

the need to fight for their independence. Revolutionary organizations like the 

Naujawan Bharat Sabha and the Anushilan Samiti were inspired by these new 

ideologies. 

4. Early Revolutionary Incidents: The First War of Indian Independence in 1857 was 

the first organized resistance against British rule. Although this rebellion failed, it laid 

the foundation for the future struggle for independence. Afterward, in the late 19th 

and early 20th centuries, several revolutionary incidents took place, such as the 

assassination of British officers by the Chafekar Brothers and the Kakori Conspiracy 

(1925), which motivated many youth to join revolutionary organizations. 

5. Expansion of Popular Struggles and National Movements: Under the leadership of 

Mahatma Gandhi, the Indian National Congress adopted a path of non-violence and 
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protest. This created ideological competition with revolutionary organizations, some 

of which preferred armed struggle over non-violent movements. The Kakori Train 

Robbery and the great contributions of Bhagat Singh, Rajguru, and Sukhdev were 

significant in this respect. 

6. Rebellion Against Foreign Invaders: India has a long tradition of resistance against 

foreign invaders, which re-emerged in the 20th century. Revolutionary organizations 

awakened this spirit of resistance and took the lead in challenging British rule. Several 

organizations were formed to resist British rule through armed struggle, such as the 

Gadar Party and the Hindustan Socialist Republican Association (HSRA). 

7. Social and Cultural Ideologies: Socialism, nationalism, and anti-imperialism became 

popular ideologies in India. These ideologies attracted the youth towards 

revolutionary organizations. Several movements also emerged to fight against social 

inequality and caste-based discrimination, which eventually led to armed resistance. 

8. Disillusionment with Political Failure and Inactivity: Due to the non-violent policies 

of the Congress and the lack of concrete action against British rule, many young 

Indians became disillusioned and frustrated. These youths joined revolutionary 

organizations that were ready to take up armed struggle against British imperialism. 

9. Struggle Against Western Imperialism: Anti-imperialism and socialist ideologies 

were crucial in inspiring the activities of revolutionary organizations. Revolutionary 

events in Europe taught Indians how to fight against imperialism. Influenced by these 

ideologies, several revolutionary leaders felt the necessity of armed struggle against 

British rule. 

10. The Rowlatt Act: The Rowlatt Act, a draconian law passed by the British in India, 

led to widespread dissatisfaction and anger, particularly among the youth. This law 

provided the legal framework for harsh measures against revolutionary activities, 

further motivating youth to rebel against British rule. 

11. Return of the Non-Cooperation Movement: The premature withdrawal of the 

Non-Cooperation Movement led many youths to turn away from the Gandhian 

movement and join revolutionary activities. 

12. Global Circumstances: The 1905 Russia-Japanese War, Ethiopia's victory, the 

events of World War I, the influence of the Gadar Party, Russian revolution, rise of 

communalism in world and home rule movement in Ireland played a major role in 

motivating the youth of India to engage in revolutionary activities. 
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13. Charismatic Leadership: Charismatic revolutionary leaders such as Ram Prasad 

Bismil, Chandra Shekhar Azad, Bhagat Singh, and Sachindra Nath Sanyal created a 

strong identity among the youth, which significantly aided in the establishment and 

growth of revolutionary organizations. 

Conclusion: 

The emergence of revolutionary organizations in India during the first three decades 

of the 20th century was a result of the struggle against British imperialism, social 

awareness, and political dissatisfaction. These organizations played a significant role 

in the Indian freedom movement and awakened the consciousness of freedom and 

equality among the Indian masses 

 

8. a. Influence of Buddhism on Pala Art 

Introduction 

Pala Art was an important artistic tradition that flourished under the Pala dynasty 

(8th–12th century) in Bengal and Bihar. This art form was deeply influenced by 

Buddhism, particularly Mahayana and Vajrayana traditions. The artistic 

expressions of the Pala period were shaped by Buddhist religious and cultural ideas, 

making it a significant part of India's artistic heritage. 

The influence of Buddhism on Pala Art can be understood through the following 

aspects: 

1. Depiction of Religious Themes 

• The primary objective of Pala Art was to visually represent Buddhist 

principles. 

• The artworks featured Buddha, Bodhisattvas, and scenes from Buddhist 

texts. 

(i) Buddha Statues and Depictions 

• The most common artistic subject was Lord Buddha, shown in various 

mudras (gestures) and postures. 

• Images depicted Buddha in meditation, teaching, or moments from his life. 

(ii) Bodhisattva and Tantric Depictions 
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• Bodhisattvas, like Avalokiteshvara, Manjushri, and Vajrapani, were 

frequently represented. 

• These images emphasized compassion, wisdom, and enlightenment. 

2. Representation of Buddhist Philosophies 

(i) Meditation and Spiritual States 

• Many artworks depicted Buddha in meditative postures, emphasizing inner 

peace and enlightenment. 

• The Dhyana Mudra (meditation gesture) was a central theme. 

(ii) Abstract Buddhist Concepts 

• Artworks reflected Buddhist principles such as Karuna (compassion), 

Ahimsa (non-violence), and Nirvana (liberation from suffering). 

3. Influence on Architecture and Sculpture 

(i) Buddhist Sculptures 

• Stone, bronze, and terracotta sculptures of Buddha and Bodhisattvas were 

created. 

• These sculptures were graceful, finely detailed, and had a sense of divine 

serenity. 

(ii) Temples, Monasteries, and Stupas 

• Buddhist monasteries (Viharas) were constructed in Bihar and Bengal. 

• Mahavihara complexes, such as Nalanda, Vikramashila, and Somapura, 

became centers of Buddhist learning. 

• Chaityas and Stupas were adorned with Buddhist reliefs. 

4. Fusion of Tantric and Buddhist Elements 

During the Pala period, Buddhist Tantrism (Vajrayana Buddhism) gained 

prominence, influencing art. 

(i) Depiction of Tantric Deities 

• Tantric Buddhist deities like Tara, Vajrayogini, and Hevajra were depicted. 

• These images symbolized spiritual power and mystical energy. 
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(ii) Use of Mantras and Yantras 

• Sacred mantras and tantric symbols were inscribed on paintings and 

sculptures. 

5. Book Art and Buddhist Manuscripts 

• Illustrated manuscripts, known as Pala Miniature Paintings, flourished. 

• Buddhist texts like the Prajnaparamita Sutra were beautifully illustrated 

with gold and bright colors. 

(i) Life Events of Buddha 

• Paintings depicted significant moments like Buddha’s birth, enlightenment 

under the Bodhi tree, and Mahaparinirvana. 

(ii) Religious Text Illustrations 

• Many Sanskrit and Pali Buddhist texts were adorned with fine calligraphy 

and images. 

6. Natural Beauty and Buddhist Philosophy 

• The harmony between nature and spirituality was reflected in Pala Art. 

(i) Depiction of Natural Elements 

• Paintings and sculptures included trees, rivers, animals, and celestial beings. 

• The Bodhi Tree was often depicted as a symbol of enlightenment. 

7. Preservation of Buddhist Cultural Heritage 

Pala Art played a crucial role in preserving Buddhist traditions. 

(i) Influence on Southeast Asia 

• Pala-style Buddhist art spread to Nepal, Tibet, Sri Lanka, Java, and Burma. 

(ii) Depiction of Buddhist Scriptures 

• Texts like Tripitaka and Mahayana Sutras were visually represented in 

sculptures and paintings. 

Key Features of Pala Art 

1. Religious Themes 
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• The art mainly depicted Buddhist deities, Bodhisattvas, and scenes from 

Buddha’s life. 

2. Decorative Use of Colors 

• Paintings used gold, silver, blue, red, and green in vibrant and intricate 

designs. 

3. Rich and Intricate Detailing 

• The sculptures and paintings showed refined craftsmanship and delicate 

facial expressions. 

4. Inclusion of Tantric Elements 

• Many Buddhist artworks incorporated tantric rituals, symbols, and 

mysticism. 

5. Development of Sculpture Art 

• Large stone and bronze statues of Buddha were created with smooth 

curves and lifelike expressions. 

6. Use of Inscriptions and Scrolls 

• Many Buddhist sculptures had inscriptions of prayers and religious texts. 

Conclusion 

The influence of Buddhism on Pala Art was profound. Religious themes, 

meditative symbolism, Tantric influences, and architectural brilliance defined 

this style. Pala Art preserved Buddhist culture and philosophy, leaving a lasting 

impact on Indian and Southeast Asian art traditions. Even today, it remains a 

valuable heritage of Indian artistic history. 

 

b.Contribution of Jayaprakash Narayan in the 1942 Quit India Movement 

Introduction 

The Quit India Movement (1942) was a significant milestone in India's struggle for 

independence, launched under the leadership of Mahatma Gandhi. It aimed to drive 

the British out of India and marked the beginning of mass civil disobedience and 

national resistance. 
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Among the key revolutionaries of this movement, Jayaprakash Narayan (JP) played 

a crucial role. He not only actively participated in the movement but also 

contributed strategically to organizing resistance against the British. His socialist 

ideology, leadership, and underground activities made him a prominent figure in 

the fight for independence. 

1. Jayaprakash Narayan’s Early Contribution and Socialist Ideology 

• JP was inspired by Gandhian principles, but he also had a strong socialist 

perspective. 

• He believed that the struggle against British rule was not just for political 

independence but also for social and economic justice. 

• He actively supported the Quit India Movement and saw it as a means to 

bring about a revolutionary transformation in Indian society. 

• JP viewed economic equality and the abolition of feudal and capitalist 

structures as equally important goals alongside political independence. 

2. Jayaprakash Narayan’s Role in the Quit India Movement 

(a) Organizing and Mobilizing People 

• Before the movement, JP worked closely with Gandhi and other Congress 

leaders to mobilize youth and peasants. 

• He encouraged students, workers, and farmers to participate in the national 

struggle. 

• He believed in uniting different sections of society under one banner 

against British rule. 

(b) Involvement in Secret Revolutionary Activities 

• The British arrested top Congress leaders, including Gandhi and Nehru, at 

the start of the movement. 

• JP escaped from British surveillance and went underground to continue 

organizing resistance. 

• He helped establish secret communication networks, distribute anti-British 

propaganda, and organize mass protests. 

(c) Strategic Planning for Armed Rebellion 
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• Though JP believed in Gandhi’s principles, he also recognized the need for 

armed struggle if necessary. 

• He secretly worked on forming underground armed groups to weaken 

British control. 

• He played a key role in coordinating revolutionary activities with other 

nationalist groups. 

(d) Arrest and Imprisonment 

• JP was arrested by the British for his role in the Quit India Movement. 

• He was sent to Hazaribagh Jail, but in November 1942, he made a daring 

escape, which boosted the morale of revolutionaries across India. 

• After escaping, he continued to lead underground resistance activities and 

planned attacks on British administration. 

3. Role of Jayaprakash Narayan in the "Azad Dasta" (Freedom Squad) 

One of JP’s most important contributions was his involvement in the Azad Dasta, a 

secret revolutionary group. 

What was Azad Dasta? 

• It was an underground militant organization formed to carry out guerilla 

warfare against the British. 

• The main goal of Azad Dasta was to attack British institutions, weaken 

their control, and spread revolutionary ideas. 

JP’s Role in Azad Dasta 

• He became a key strategist for this underground group. 

• JP helped organize armed resistance, especially in rural areas where British 

forces were weak. 

• He coordinated with local revolutionaries and freedom fighters to disrupt 

British rule. 

• His underground activities inspired thousands of young revolutionaries to 

take up arms against colonial rule. 

4. Impact of Jayaprakash Narayan’s Contribution 

(a) Strengthening the Quit India Movement 
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• JP’s underground activities ensured that the Quit India Movement did not 

die down despite the arrest of top Congress leaders. 

• His leadership in secret operations kept the movement alive across different 

parts of India. 

(b) Inspiring Future Revolutionaries 

• JP’s ideology and actions inspired many young freedom fighters. 

• His dedication, courage, and socialist vision made him a symbol of 

revolutionary struggle. 

(c) Challenging British Rule with Armed Resistance 

• His association with Azad Dasta and underground activities forced the 

British government to divert resources to suppress rebellion. 

• This created fear and instability within the British administration. 

(d) Connecting Socialism with Nationalism 

• JP introduced socialist ideas into the freedom struggle. 

• He linked independence with social and economic equality, which later 

influenced post-independence socialist movements in India. 

5. Conclusion 

Jayaprakash Narayan played a pivotal role in the 1942 Quit India Movement by 

leading underground resistance, escaping from prison, forming Azad Dasta, and 

inspiring revolutionaries. 

His contribution went beyond the independence struggle, as he later became a key 

figure in Indian socialism and democratic movements. His courage, strategic 

leadership, and commitment to justice make him one of the most influential 

revolutionaries in modern Indian history. 

His legacy continues to inspire movements for social and political change in India 

today.  

 

c. Technical Education in Bihar During British Rule 

Introduction 
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During British rule, the education system in India was restructured to align with 

colonial interests. In Bihar, technical education saw limited but significant 

developments, primarily to serve British administrative and industrial needs. The 

British aimed to train Indians not as independent innovators, but as skilled workers 

to support railway expansion, construction, and agriculture. 

Despite this colonial intent, the introduction of technical education in Bihar laid the 

foundation for future advancements in engineering, industrial training, and 

agricultural research. 

1. Early Beginnings of Technical Education in Bihar 

• British policies focused on administrative and literary education, with little 

emphasis on technical or scientific training. 

• The need for skilled labor in railways, irrigation projects, and industry led 

to the establishment of technical schools. 

• By the late 19th century, industrial development in Bihar, such as railway 

expansion and mining, created a demand for technical skills. 

2. Industrial and Skill-Based Education in Bihar 

(A) Establishment of Industrial Schools 

• The British established industrial schools to train workers in craftsmanship, 

carpentry, and blacksmithing. 

• One of the earliest industrial schools was set up in Patna, where students 

learned woodwork, metalwork, and handicrafts. 

• These schools focused on vocational training rather than higher technical 

education, keeping Indians as skilled laborers rather than engineers or 

innovators. 

(B) Role of Railways in Technical Education 

• Railway expansion in Bihar during the British era required skilled 

mechanics, engineers, and workers. 

• Railway training schools were set up to train locomotive mechanics, repair 

workers, and signal operators. 

• Bihar became a crucial railway hub, and cities like Patna and Jamalpur saw 

the establishment of technical training centers. 
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(C) Science and Engineering Education 

• In the early 20th century, the British realized the need for trained engineers 

to maintain infrastructure projects. 

• The establishment of Patna Engineering College (now NIT Patna, 1886) was 

a major step in technical education. 

• However, technical education was still limited to serving British economic 

and industrial interests rather than promoting Indian innovation. 

3. Major Technical Institutions Established in Bihar During British Rule 

(A) Engineering and Industrial Institutes 

Institution Year of 

Establishment 

Significance 

Patna Engineering College 

(Now NIT Patna) 

1886 One of the oldest engineering 

colleges in India, focused on civil 

and mechanical engineering. 

Bihar College of 

Engineering, Muzaffarpur 

(Now NIT Muzaffarpur) 

1924 Provided engineering education 

in civil, electrical, and mechanical 

fields. 

Indian School of Mines, 

Dhanbad 

1926 Established to train experts in 

mining and geology to support 

British industrial interests. 

(B) Agricultural and Veterinary Education 

Institution Year of 

Establishment 

Significance 

Patna Science 

College 

1928 Promoted science education, 

including physics, chemistry, and 

biology. 

Agricultural Research 

Center, Bihar 

1902 Conducted agricultural experiments 

to improve crop productivity. 

Patna Veterinary 

College 

1930 Provided education in animal 

husbandry and veterinary sciences. 
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4. British Policies and Limitations in Technical Education 

(A) Limited Scope of Technical Education 

• The British focused on clerical and vocational training rather than 

developing scientific and technological expertise. 

• Indian students were trained as surveyors, mechanics, and technicians, but 

higher education in engineering and applied sciences was restricted. 

• Most Indian engineers and scientists had to pursue higher education in 

Britain (e.g., J.C. Bose and P.C. Ray). 

(B) Industrial Training for British Economic Gain 

• British policies ensured that technical education served colonial economic 

interests. 

• Schools trained railway workers, plantation laborers, and industrial 

mechanics, rather than scientists or industrial leaders. 

• The Indian contribution to industrial research and scientific discoveries 

was suppressed. 

(C) Lack of Indigenous Industrial Development 

• Unlike Germany and Japan, where technical education fueled national 

industrial revolutions, India's industrial growth remained stunted. 

• The lack of investment in higher scientific education resulted in India’s 

dependence on British industries. 

5. Impact of Technical Education in Bihar 

(A) Positive Impacts 

1. Foundation for Modern Technical Institutes: Institutions like Patna 

Engineering College and Indian School of Mines later evolved into premier 

engineering and research institutes. 

2. Training of Skilled Workers: Vocational schools helped develop a skilled 

workforce that contributed to railway expansion and public infrastructure 

projects. 
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3. Development of Agriculture and Veterinary Science: Research in Patna 

Agricultural Institute and Patna Veterinary College led to improvements in 

farming and livestock management. 

(B) Negative Impacts 

1. Colonial Control Over Education: The British restricted scientific research 

and industrial innovation, preventing India from becoming technologically 

self-sufficient. 

2. Limited Higher Education Opportunities: Indian students faced 

discrimination and lack of opportunities in advanced technical fields. 

3. Neglect of Indigenous Knowledge: Traditional Indian engineering 

techniques in water management, metallurgy, and medicine were ignored in 

favor of British methods. 

6. Bihar’s Role in Technical Education After Independence 

• After 1947, Bihar expanded its technical education by upgrading Patna 

Engineering College and Bihar College of Engineering into premier 

institutions. 

• IIT Patna (est. 2008) became a major center for scientific and 

technological research in the state. 

• Institutions like Bihar Agricultural University and BIT Mesra focused on 

scientific research and industrial development. 

7. Conclusion 

British rule introduced technical education in Bihar, but it was designed to serve 

colonial interests rather than promote indigenous innovation. While some 

engineering and industrial institutes were established, they were primarily meant 

to train clerks, surveyors, and mechanics for the British administration. 

However, these early institutions laid the foundation for Bihar’s future scientific 

and industrial growth. After independence, India expanded technical education in 

Bihar, transforming it into a hub for engineering, agriculture, and scientific 

research. 

Final Thought: Though British policies limited India's technological progress, the 

seeds of scientific education planted during the colonial era eventually 

contributed to Bihar’s post-independence technical advancements.         
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d. Santhal Rebellion 

Santhal Rebellion (1855-56) was one of the first major tribal uprisings in India, which 

was against the economic exploitation, social injustice, and administrative oppression 

perpetrated by the British rule, landlords, moneylenders, and traders. This rebellion 

was primarily fought by the Santhal tribe in the regions of Bengal, Bhagalpur, and 

Santhal Parganas (now parts of Jharkhand, Bihar, and West Bengal). 

This rebellion was an armed struggle against British colonial rule, which posed a 

serious challenge to the administration and forced the British government to 

reconsider its policies. 

1. Background of the Santhal Rebellion 

(a) The Santhal Tribe and Their Lifestyle 

• The Santhal tribe primarily resided in Jharkhand, Bihar, West Bengal, and Odisha. 

• They were dependent on agriculture, animal husbandry, forest resources, and led a 

traditional community-based life. 

• The social structure of the Santhals was collective, where land was not owned by 

individuals but by the entire community. 

(b) British Rule and External Interference 

• In the 18th and 19th centuries, the British government implemented revenue 

systems in the Santhal regions, which disrupted their traditional way of life. 

• Outsiders such as landlords, moneylenders, and traders (known as "dikus") were 

settled in the Santhal areas, leading to their economic exploitation. 

• The British authorities took away the Santhals' land and trapped them in heavy 

taxation and bonded labor systems. 

2. Major Causes of the Santhal Rebellion 

(a) Economic Exploitation and Zamindari System 

• The British government introduced the Permanent Settlement System in Santhal 

areas, giving power to landlords and moneylenders. 

• The landlords and moneylenders started lending money to the Santhals at 

exorbitant interest rates, which were impossible to repay. 
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• When the Santhals failed to repay the loans, their land was seized, and they were 

forced into bonded labor. 

(b) Growing Influence of Outsiders (Dikus) 

• Under British rule, moneylenders, landlords, and traders from Bengal and Bihar 

settled in Santhal areas. 

• These outsiders weakened the Santhals through heavy taxes and exploitative trade 

policies. 

• The Santhals became exploited laborers on their own land, leading to deep 

dissatisfaction. 

(c) British Administration and Judicial Injustice 

• The Santhals did not receive justice under British laws, as the administration always 

sided with the landlords and moneylenders. 

• Police and administrative officers adopted repressive policies against the Santhals, 

and their grievances were not heard. 

• The injustice of British rule compelled the Santhals to take up arms. 

(d) Destruction of Traditional Lifestyle 

• The British forest laws severely impacted the Santhals' forest-based economy. 

• They were evicted from the forests, and their traditional activities like hunting, 

shifting cultivation, and collection of forest products were banned. 

• This caused a severe crisis in their lives, leading them to organize against British 

rule. 

3. Nature of the Santhal Rebellion 

(a) Leadership and the Beginning of the Rebellion 

• The Santhal rebellion was led by two Santhal brothers, Sido and Kanhu Murmu, 

who initiated the uprising on June 30, 1855. 

• They inspired the Santhals to fight against the British government and exploiters by 

claiming it was the will of God. 

• Their slogan was "Expel the dikus and British officials from Santhal Parganas." 

(b) Armed Struggle and Combat with the British Army 
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• The rebels used traditional weapons like bows and arrows, spears, and other 

indigenous arms. 

• Thousands of Santhal farmers attacked landlords, moneylenders, police stations, 

and British officials. 

• They disrupted railway lines and postal communication systems. 

(c) British Repression and the End of the Rebellion 

• The British government sent special military forces to crush the Santhal Rebellion. 

•  Thousands of Santhal rebels were killed, villages were burned, and leaders like Sido 

and Kanhu were captured and hanged. 

• By December 1855, the rebellion weakened, and it was completely suppressed by 

1856. 

4. outcomes of the Santhal Rebellion 

(a) Impact on British Administration 

• The rebellion made the British administration realize that tribal societies could not 

be completely ignored. 

• The British government implemented the "Santhal Pargana Act" in 1856, creating a 

special administrative region for the Santhals. 

• Afterward, the lands and rights of the Santhals were somewhat protected. 

(b) Impact on the Indian Freedom Struggle 

• The Santhal Rebellion inspired other tribal and peasant movements in India. 

• Influenced by this rebellion, Birsa Munda led the Munda Rebellion (1899-1900). 

• The rebellion demonstrated that mass movements could be organized against 

British rule. 

(c) Social and Economic Impact 

• The Santhal Rebellion increased social awareness and a sense of self-respect among 

the tribal people. 

• Following the rebellion, the Santhals developed political consciousness to protect 

their rights. 
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• The British government was forced to avoid imposing additional taxes in Santhal 

areas and reduce exploitation. 

Conclusion 

The Santhal Rebellion was one of India's largest tribal uprisings, which posed a strong 

challenge to British colonial rule and their oppressive policies. Though the rebellion 

was ultimately unsuccessful, it strengthened the spirit of tribal resistance and self-

reliance. The lessons of the Santhal Rebellion later inspired the Indian freedom 

struggle and tribal rights movements. Thus, this rebellion stands as a historic 

example of the fight of Indian peasants and tribals against British rule. 

 

e. Rabindranath Tagore 

Rabindranath Tagore was a great poet, philosopher, educator, outstanding 

nationalist, and lover of art. Due to his thoughts and works, he is known as the 

"Spokesperson of India's Soul." Despite being a mystic poet, Tagore remained actively 

engaged in social and political thought throughout his life. However, he never 

participated physically in politics. Yet, his intellectual influence was so vast and 

impactful that his principles and ideas inspired both Mahatma Gandhi and Jawaharlal 

Nehru. 

Tagore’s Thoughts and Philosophy 

Concept of Nationalism and Patriotism 

Tagore distinguished between nationalism and patriotism, expressing his love for his 

motherland as the foundation of his patriotism. He believed, "When India is 

struggling against injustice, it is our right to fight against it." In this context, he 

considered the fight against evil as a responsibility. 

After the partition of Bengal, he expressed his resentment against the British through 

his songs, speeches, and writings. His song "Amar Sonar Bangla", composed during 

this period, reflects the depth of his patriotic feelings. His poems and songs, filled 

with nationalist sentiment, provided energy and motivation to those protesting 

against the partition of Bengal. In 1919, as a mark of protest against the Jallianwala 

Bagh massacre in Amritsar, Tagore renounced the knighthood awarded to him by the 

British government. 

However, in his writings, poems, and speeches, Tagore clearly stated that he despised 

only national stagnation. He believed that nationalism, at its core, was rooted in 
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hatred, which hindered the universal spread of fundamental human values. He 

regarded nationalism as a European concept and saw it as a political and economic 

rather than a cultural phenomenon. 

In his essay Nationalism in India, Tagore criticized the concept of the nation-state, 

stating, "The political and economic organization of nationalism is merely an attempt 

to increase production and accumulate wealth by minimizing human labor." 

According to him, nationalism leads to the following drawbacks: 

• Nationalism fosters a tendency of isolation, making humans egotistical. 

• He had a deep faith in human spiritual strength and, therefore, was unwilling 

to place the nation above humanity. 

• He believed that organized nationalism dulls human sensitivity, suppressing 

natural human qualities such as love and morality. 

• Hence, he viewed nationalism as a manifestation of modern capitalist and 

imperialist elements. 

Tagore, who advocated for global brotherhood and humanism, believed that 

"Patriotism confines us within walls, preventing us from connecting with ideas 

beyond them. It also limits our freedom to understand the lives of people from other 

countries." According to him, although India might be economically backward, it 

should not lag in terms of human values. 

In this context, warning against the dangers of excessive nationalism, he stated, 

"Human tolerance and the innate altruism within us will perish under the self-

centered policies of nationalism." He generally considered nationalism an obstacle to 

the development of humanism because he envisioned uniting the entire world on a 

common platform. Thus, he was unwilling to adhere strictly to the dictates of the 

nation-state. 
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