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Test No. 2 (ESSAY)
1: Literature Can Provide Direction Amid the Decline of Moral, Social, and Cultural Values

The soul of any society lies in its core values — morality, social harmony, and cultural identity.
When these values begin to erode, society deviates from its foundational nature. History
bears witness that whenever societies have lost their moral compass, they have not only
faced economic or political crises but have also begun to disintegrate internally. In such
critical times, literature becomes the medium that touches the soul of society through
words, awakens its conscience, and provides it with a renewed direction.

Today's era appears to be driven by extreme materialism, cutthroat competition, and a rush
for instant gratification. Life has become fast-paced, but human sensitivity has dulled.
Morality is now often regarded as just a textbook concept; there is a deepening crisis of
mutual trust in society, and cultural identity seems to be getting lost in the storm of
modernity. In such circumstances, the question arises — is there any medium that can
restrain this declining trend? The answer is: literature.

Literature is not merely a collection of words, but a mirror of the emotions and
consciousness of society. It not only reflects reality but also guides it. When Premchand’s
stories portray the suffering of farmers, they are not mere tales — they become the cry of a
social conscience. When Kabir's verses attack hypocrisy and casteism, they sow the seeds of
a religious revolution. When Rabindranath Tagore speaks of the soul's freedom, it is not just
poetry — it becomes the dawn of a cultural renaissance.

Literature possesses a unique power that neither politics nor law can claim — it enters the
human psyche, transforms thought, and gradually changes the course of society. Literature
belongs to no single class or ideology. It is a stream that imparts something valuable to every
generation. Tulsidas’s Ramcharitmanas is not merely a religious text, but a vivid glimpse of
that era’s morality and rural life. Mahatma Gandhi’s Hind Swaraj is not just a protest against
British rule, but a re-reading of the core values of Indian civilization.

In the modern age, where social media, artificial intelligence, and algorithms have reduced
human emotions to numbers, the relevance of literature becomes even more vital. Today,
we need literature that can help humans rediscover their humanity, that can bring
compassion to minds entangled in competition, that can offer a mirror of self-reflection to
individuals lost in the crowd.

However, it is also true that literature itself is facing a crisis today. Consumerism has turned
literature into a commodity. In the race for popularity, depth and thoughtfulness are
sometimes getting lost. Readers now often lean more towards instant information than




towards literary engagement. It is crucial that we stop viewing literature merely as a means
of entertainment and instead recognize it as a tool for social reconstruction.

Reintroducing literature in the education system is essential. Youth today need not only
technical proficiency but also emotional maturity. And this is possible only when they
engage with writers like Premchand, Phanishwar Nath Renu, Agyeya, Naresh Mehta, and
Muktibodh — when they absorb the essence of their works. Literature, especially that
written in one’s mother tongue, connects a person to their roots and also gives them wings
to soar.

In conclusion, it can be said that when society moves towards value erosion, literature
becomes the lighthouse that shows the way. This transformation is not immediate but deep
and lasting. If we wish for our society to once again become morally, socially, and culturally
enriched, then we must treat literature not as a museum artifact, but as a companion in life.

Because when words carry sensitivity, they can spark revolutions — and also evoke
compassion.

2: The Indian Man in a Changing Social Landscape

Society is not a static structure, but an ever-evolving process shaped by ideas, technology,
laws, and human emotions. Over the past few decades, Indian society has witnessed
transformations at multiple levels — economic liberalization, women's empowerment, the
information revolution, and globalization have redefined the very structure of family and
social relationships. Much has been discussed and written about these changes, particularly
in relation to women. However, one crucial perspective has remained relatively
underexplored — the evolving role and condition of the Indian man in a changing society.

Traditionally, Indian society viewed the man primarily as a provider, protector, and decision-
maker. Leadership of the family, economic responsibility, and social respect were all tied to
the male role. These roles were granted as unquestioned privileges. But as awareness
around gender equality has grown, women have stepped forward in all arenas — education,
employment, politics, and social leadership. While this change is welcome and necessary,
the Indian man too has been gradually ushered into a new and unfamiliar social role.

Today, a man is no longer expected to be merely a “breadwinner”; he is also expected to be
participative, emotionally present, and sensitive. But this transition has not been smooth for
all. For many, it feels like a loss of traditional privileges and a confusion of roles. This inner
conflict often manifests as psychological stress and a crisis of identity.

Several serious issues have surfaced in this context, often overlooked by mainstream
discourse:




1. Rising Divorce Rates and Biased Alimony Laws:

Urban India has seen a marked rise in divorce cases. Among the most contentious issues is

alimony. In many cases, men are compelled to pay long-term alimony to wives who may be
educated, employed, or even the initiating party in the divorce. Several men's rights groups
argue that such laws exert one-sided legal pressure on men.

2. Is the Indian Legal System Fair to Men?

Many male rights activists raise concerns about the misuse of women-centric laws such as
IPC Section 498A (dowry harassment), the Domestic Violence Act, and the Dowry Prohibition
Act. Even the Supreme Court has acknowledged that Section 498A is being misused as a
form of "legal terrorism." However, speaking about these issues is often deemed politically
uncomfortable, leaving genuinely aggrieved men without justice.

3. Mental Abuse and Male Suicides:

Men are often conditioned to believe that “real men don’t cry.” This cultural suppression of
emotion results in men internalizing pain, leading to depression, loneliness, and sometimes
suicide. According to NCRB data, around 70% of suicide victims in India each year are men.

4. Recent Incidents and Social Media Outcries:

Several recent cases have highlighted men taking their own lives due to alleged abuse,
violence, or false accusations by their spouses. Some left video messages before their
deaths, narrating their suffering. In other cases, men were publicly shamed, denied access to
their children, or labeled as "toxic males," leading to severe psychological trauma.

These incidents underline the need for society to pay equal attention to the mental health
and social pressures faced by men — just as it does for women’s rights.

A Positive Shift:

Amidst these challenges, a new archetype is emerging — the informed, empathetic, and
participative Indian man. He values his partner’s career, takes active roles in child-rearing,
and views the home as a shared responsibility. These men can serve as positive role models
for future generations.

It’s important to note that this transitional struggle of the Indian male is not limited to India.
In various societies across the world — especially in Western democracies — traditional
male roles are being questioned. Discussions around toxic masculinity, the mental health
crisis among men, and father’s rights movements are gaining momentum in countries like
the United States and across Europe. In gender-progressive countries such as Sweden and
Norway, efforts are being made to promote paternal leave, mental health access, and
fathers’ custody rights. In contrast, traditional role expectations remain deeply rooted in
several Asian societies.




It is vital that this shift is approached with balance. If we advocate for women’s
empowerment, we must also ensure that men are granted emotional freedom, security, and
empathy. Laws alone cannot solve the problem — what’s needed is a more compassionate
society where both men and women are treated with equal dignity, and neither is seen as
the adversary.

Educational institutions, media, workplaces, and families must together foster an
environment where men are seen not just as “earning machines,” but as complete human
beings. They, too, deserve the right to express emotions, seek help, and face struggles
without stigma.

Conclusion:

In the evolving social landscape, the Indian man is not just redefining his role, but also his
very identity. This change is undoubtedly challenging, but if handled with empathy,
awareness, and open dialogue, it can lead to a more balanced and humane society.

Because real transformation is sustainable only when every voice is heard — and the pain of
men is just as important as the struggles of women.

3: India’s Role in Global Security

In a world surrounded by numerous insecurities — war, terrorism, climate crisis, pandemics,
and technological chaos — the concept of global security has expanded far beyond
traditional borders. Security today is not merely about military strength or defense alliances;
it is a shared moral responsibility, where every nation's contribution matters. In such a time,
India has emerged as a country not only strategically strong but also capable of offering the
world balance and solutions at cultural, humanitarian, and diplomatic levels.

From its very inception, India's worldview has been guided by the philosophy of "Vasudhaiva
Kutumbakam" — the belief that the entire world is one family. This idea is not just
philosophical but has been reflected in India's actions. From participating in UN
peacekeeping missions to the “Vaccine Maitri” initiative, from involvement in the Quad
alliance to rebuilding efforts in Afghanistan, and from fighting global terrorism to fostering
Indo-Pacific cooperation — India’s role has been multifaceted and layered.

At the core of India’s foreign policy is the principle of strategic autonomy — meaning India
does not align itself permanently with any military bloc, yet plays a decisive role wherever
peace and justice are at stake. This is evident in India’s balanced position in the Russia-
Ukraine conflict, where it has maintained a neutral and wise approach rather than blindly
aligning with any major power. U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken's remark — "India is




not just a balancing power, it is a leading power in the Indo-Pacific" — reflects this very
status of India on the global stage.

India’s diplomacy is not merely a game of power balancing; it is a proactive effort to resolve
humanitarian crises. Whether it’s sending aid to Syria, providing food assistance during Sri
Lanka’s economic crisis, or deploying rescue teams in earthquake-hit Turkey — India’s
“Neighbourhood First” policy is alive not just in words, but in action. Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s statement — "Terrorism is an enemy of humanity. It knows no boundaries,
it has no religion" — further reflects India’s moral stance in global affairs.

India’s role in global security also includes its military and nuclear strength. The Indian Army,
Navy, and Air Force are increasingly becoming self-reliant in terms of technology and
strategy, while also engaging in joint exercises to build strategic trust with other nations.
India’s “No First Use” nuclear policy demonstrates its commitment to defensive use of
power, not aggression. Transparency in India’s nuclear program and its participation in
international treaties affirm its identity as a responsible global power.

India’s economic strength is another critical pillar of global security. A strong economy
enhances strategic capability and gives India a decision-making presence on global
platforms. As a G20 member and its recent presidency, India championed the voice of the
Global South. While developed nations stalled on climate action, India offered alternative
solutions through initiatives like the “LiFE Movement” (Lifestyle for Environment). Moreover,
India's digital public infrastructure — such as UPl and CoWIN — is now being adopted by
many countries, showing that global security can be strengthened not only through military
means but also via technological and developmental cooperation.

However, India still faces many challenges in fulfilling its global role: China’s expansionism,
Pakistan-sponsored terrorism, lack of permanent membership in the UN Security Council,
and the double standards of some Western powers. Despite these hurdles, India continues
to rise as a benign power — a nation that believes in cooperation over confrontation.

India’s approach is not only a response to present realities but a blueprint for the future. In a
world that must choose dialogue over dominance and cooperation over conflict, India’s role
becomes indispensable. This is the India that declares:

"Shantih Shantih Shantih" (Peace, Peace, Peace)
— and walks the path of peace, guiding the world toward balance and security.

Conclusion:

If we consider global security as a shared dream, then India is its vigilant guardian — crafting
a new definition of peace, justice, and stability, not only in its region but across the entire
world, through its wisdom, strength, experience, and cultural values.




Section B
1: Digital Economy — A Journey of Transformation

When we see an elderly woman in a village making a UPI payment through her mobile, or a
farmer receiving crop insurance updates on his smartphone, it is not just a symbol of
technological success — it’s a declaration of a new economic culture: the digital economy.
This is not merely a change in transaction methods, but a transformation in thought,
structure, and empowerment, where money moves not from the pocket, but through data.

The digital economy refers to an economic system where all activities — production,
distribution, consumption, payments, and regulation — are driven by digital technologies. Its
foundation rests on the internet, mobile networks, artificial intelligence, blockchain, and
cloud computing. Yet, this definition doesn’t fully capture the scope and impact of what the
digital economy represents.

In India, the journey of the digital economy is relatively young, yet its momentum has been
remarkable. If economic liberalization in the 1990s opened new doors, the digital revolution
of the 21st century filled those doors with speed, transparency, and accessibility. The “Digital
India” initiative launched by Prime Minister Narendra Modi in 2015 was a milestone in this
journey.

To promote the digital economy, the government has undertaken several multi-dimensional
efforts. Biometric verification through Aadhaar, financial inclusion via Jan Dhan Yojana, and
mobile penetration gave rise to the JAM Trinity (Jan Dhan—Aadhaar—Mobile), making Direct
Benefit Transfer (DBT) a practical reality. Innovations like UPI, BHIM App, DigiLocker, e-RUPI,
CoWIN, GeM, and ONDC have shown that even a developing nation can lead the world in
technology.

Government initiatives such as PM Gati Shakti, Make in India, Startup India, Bhashini (for
digital language accessibility), and IndiaAl have expanded the scope of the digital economy
beyond services to industries like agriculture, health, education, and justice.

Globally, India has adopted a distinct model. In countries like the USA and China, the digital
economy is largely led by private giants like Google, Amazon, Alibaba, and ByteDance. In
contrast, India’s digital infrastructure is built with public investment for public interest — a
model so impactful that the World Bank in 2023 recognized India’s Digital Public
Infrastructure as a global example.

While the European Union focuses on stringent data protection and China prioritizes state
control over data, India is attempting to strike a balance between regulation and innovation.
The Digital Personal Data Protection Act, 2023 signals India’s commitment to digital growth
while safeguarding citizens’ privacy.

However, this journey is not without challenges:




1. Digital Divide:

Access to the internet remains limited in rural India, and there's a wide gap in digital literacy.
This threatens to widen socio-economic inequalities.

2. Cybersecurity:

Incidents of phishing, hacking, and data theft are on the rise. India faces millions of
cyberattacks annually, yet its legal and enforcement mechanisms need significant
strengthening.

3. Data Ownership and Privacy:

With data being the backbone of the digital economy, who owns this data becomes a critical
guestion. If multinational corporations misuse this data, the benefits of digitization may
become skewed.

4. Job Displacement:

With increasing automation and Al, traditional jobs are shrinking. This calls for rapid
innovation in employment skills and workforce reskilling.

Despite these hurdles, India’s digital economy is defined more by possibilities than by
limitations. From fintech to agritech, from healthtech to smart cities, a startup revolution is
reshaping India. Digital education, telemedicine, and Al-driven governance are helping build
a stronger, more inclusive, and self-reliant India.

"Revolutions in thought shape civilizations — and today’s revolution is digital."” This is not
just a philosophical statement; it is India’s roadmap for both present and future.

A Sanskrit verse fits aptly here:
"I FT FA @ FH AR EIHAT:|"
("Perform your duty, for action is better than inaction.")

The digital economy is that duty in action, which has the power to transform India from a
developing to a developed nation.

Conclusion:

The digital economy is no longer a choice — it is a necessity. It is not merely about using
technology but about reshaping our economy with moral integrity, inclusivity, and
innovation. This path will not only make India an economic superpower but also establish it
as a responsible, inclusive, and visionary global leader.

Because the future will not be defined by physical boundaries, but by digital horizons — and
India is rising on that horizon like the sun.




2: Agricultural Transformation in the Indian Context

When we talk about the soul of India, its heartbeat echoes in its villages — and the pulse of
those villages is agriculture. This sector not only provides employment to nearly 60% of the
population but also forms the cultural, social, and economic backbone of the nation.
Agriculture, which once led India to the eras of the Green Revolution, White Revolution, and
food security, is now undergoing a phase of transformation. This transformation is not just
technological — it is a shift in thought, perspective, and systems. This is what we refer to as
the “Transformation of Indian Agriculture.”

Historical Context and Need for Change

At the time of independence, India was battling hunger and food shortages. The Green
Revolution empowered states like Punjab, Haryana, and Western Uttar Pradesh to produce
wheat and rice in surplus. But while it solved one problem, it created new ones — regional
disparities, groundwater depletion, and loss of biodiversity.

Today, India is food self-sufficient. The question is no longer how much we grow, but how we
grow — is it sustainable, profitable, and nutritious?

Agricultural transformation goes beyond upgrading production methods — it means
restructuring the entire agri-ecosystem, including land, water, seeds, climate, farmers,
markets, technology, and policy in an integrated manner.

Government Initiatives

Over the past decade, the Indian government has launched multiple schemes to foster this
transformation:

e Soil Health Card

e PM-KISAN

¢ Pradhan Mantri Krishi Sinchai Yojana
e e-NAM (National Agriculture Market)
e Kisan Rail

e FPOs (Farmer Producer Organisations)
o Digital Agriculture Mission

These initiatives aim to enhance profitability over production and innovation over tradition.
Budget allocations and reforms in the Minimum Support Price (MSP) system have attempted
to reassure farmers.

The Unfinished Agenda




Despite these efforts, persistent farmer suicides, low returns, and rural youth turning away
from farming indicate that transformation is incomplete. This shift requires more than
policies or subsidies — it demands turning agriculture into a viable and dignified profession.

As ancient Indian philosophy warns:
(Agriculture has low returns but can be sustained through labor and planning.)
Challenges
India's biggest agricultural challenge is fragmentation:
e 85% of farmers are small or marginal, with limited land, capital, and high risk.

¢ Climate uncertainty, pests, middlemen, and market price fluctuations deepen
distress.

Agricultural transformation is only possible when:
e Risks are minimized
e Innovation is accessible
¢ Profitability is ensured
Technology as a Backbone
Digital and technological innovations are reshaping Indian agriculture:
¢ Drone-based spraying
e Al-powered weather forecasts
e Smartirrigation
e Blockchain-enabled supply chains
e Agri-startups and organic/natural farming revival

These tools empower farmers with timely information and better decisions. Platforms like
Digital Kisan Portals, mobile apps, agri-fintech, and e-mandis now connect farmers directly
to consumers.

From Farmer to Entrepreneur

Economically, transformation is complete only when farmers become agri-entrepreneurs,
not just producers. This needs:

e Promotion of FPOs, cooperative farming, agribusiness incubators, and rural startups.

Social Dimension




Women form the backbone of agricultural labor, yet decision-making remains male-
dominated. Therefore:

e Recognizing women farmers
e Involving youth in agriculture

e Ensuring labor rights in farming
...are all essential components of social transformation in agriculture.

Environmental Sustainability

Current farming practices are harming soil health, water resources, and biodiversity. India
must align its agriculture with its Net Zero 2070 goal by embracing:

e Sustainable and carbon-neutral methods
¢ Traditional knowledge
e Indigenous seeds
e Local crop patterns
Global Perspective

While Europe moves towards the Green Deal and the US promotes Climate-Smart
Agriculture, India must develop a “Bharat-Centric” agricultural model — rooted in its
realities, not a copy of the West nor a regression to outdated methods.

But transformation isn’t easy. Most farmers still face:
e Limited landholding
e Poor market access
e High risk and low reward
e Climate shocks and policy uncertainty

Agriculture’s crisis is not only economic — it’s also psychological, social, and cultural. A
farmer does not commit suicide merely due to debt, but due to a system that sees him as a
producer, not a respected stakeholder.

India’s Global Role

According to the FAQ, if India can make its agriculture smart, sustainable, and inclusive, it
will play a key role not only in food security, but also in global climate stability and
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs).

Conclusion




Agricultural transformation is not just about the strength of the hands that till the land — it
requires a unified effort of policy, society, markets, science, and empathy. It will succeed only
when:

o The farmer becomes a partner, not a petitioner

o Agriculture becomes not a story of the past, but a strategy for the future

"I¥ g F: aEr e

(He who owns agriculture, owns prosperity.)

3: Protectionism vs Globalization — A Contemporary Tug-of-War

When globalization gained momentum in the late 20th century, it was hailed as a historic
leap toward economic freedom and shared prosperity. It was a time when the world sought
interconnectedness — through free movement of capital, technology, labor, and ideas.
However, as time progressed, it became evident that while globalization brought economic
power, it also amplified inequality, imbalance, and insecurity. From this realization emerged
protectionism — a reactionary approach to the perceived failures of globalization.

The Present Reality: 2025 and Beyond

Today, in 2025, this clash is not just ideological; it plays out in real-world trade and policy
decisions. Recently, under the “America First 2.0” policy, former U.S. President Donald Trump
imposed high tariffs on imports from China, Mexico, and the EU — including steel,
electronics, and pharmaceuticals. The rationale: globalization hurt American workers and
domestic industries needed shielding.

In retaliation:
e China imposed tariffs on U.S. vehicles and semiconductors.
e The European Union increased digital service taxes on American tech firms.

¢ India faced a Carbon Border Tax on its steel and textile exports from the EU — a
move many developing nations see as a new form of economic wall.

Clearly, tariff wars are no longer bilateral; they’ve evolved into multi-front conflicts,
challenging the fundamental principles of globalization — cooperation, free trade, and
interdependence.

Post-COVID: The Rise of Economic Nationalism

The post-pandemic world has accelerated this shift. The drive for self-reliance and local
resilience has now become embedded in political agendas:




e USA’s “Rebuild America Act”

e India’s “Aatmanirbhar Bharat Abhiyan”

e EU’s “Green Industrial Plan”

e China’s “Dual Circulation Policy”
All point to a world moving from integration toward insulation.
Is Globalization Truly Inclusive?

This is not just a race for higher tariffs; it’s a deeper existential question — Did globalization
benefit every country equally?

Did open markets empower India’s artisans, farmers, and small entrepreneurs — or merely
enrich multinational corporations and global capital?

India: A Balanced Intervenor

India, once seen as a passive player in this debate, is now emerging as a measured
intervenor:

e Advocating for free trade, digital public infrastructure, and Global South partnerships
on G20 platforms.

e Simultaneously supporting PLI (Production Linked Incentive) schemes, data
localization, and food security subsidies at the WTO.

India's position is clear: globalization is welcome — but only if it is just and equitable.
Gandhi’s vision remains relevant here:

"I want the winds of the world to blow freely through my house, but | won’t let them blow
me off my feet."
This echoes India’s approach — openness with discretion.

Risks of Extreme Protectionism

If tariffs, digital taxes, and investment bans persist unchecked, the future of globalization
could become increasingly uncertain. Yet, the key lies not in choosing between
protectionism or globalization — but in integrating both wisely.

The Indian Advantage

India is uniquely positioned to lead this balance:
e Culturally rooted, yet globally connected.
¢ Economically diverse, yet resilient.

¢ Strategically autonomous, yet cooperative.




India’s ability to protect local productivity while enabling global collaboration could serve as
a model for the rest of the world.

Conclusion: Coexistence Over Conflict

Protectionism and globalization are no longer opposing forces — they are two streams of
the same river, requiring policy maturity to channel constructively.

The day the world understands that free trade can coexist with fairness and self-reliance can
align with partnership, this conflict will not be a divide — but a synergy.

Section C

1: Contemporary Indian Foreign Policy — A New Vision of Dialogue, Autonomy; and
Balance

In a time when the global order is in flux, major powers are entangled in instability and
rivalry, and trust deficits are deepening, India has emerged as a nation charting an
independent, balanced, and confident course — one that neither aligns blindly with any
bloc nor isolates itself. This is the essence of India’s evolving foreign policy, now marked by
new assertiveness, clarity, and poise. At the forefront of this transformation stands External
Affairs Minister Dr. S. Jaishankar, whose stance is clear: "Our foreign policy is driven by
India’s interests, not others’ expectations."

From Non-Alighment to Strategic Autonomy

While India’s foreign policy post-independence was rooted in non-alignment, the present era
redefines it as strategic autonomy. This means:

¢ Indiais a strategic partner of the United States,

¢ Maintains defence and energy ties with Russia,

e Sustains cooperation with Iran,

e And engages in equal dialogue with the European Union.

This policy is flexible but firm, tailored to India's interests in a multipolar world — it’s no
longer reactive but proactive, earning India a distinct identity on the global stage.

India as a Development Partner

India is now asserting itself as a development partner, not just a diplomatic participant:
¢ Water and agriculture projects in Africa
¢ Strategic cooperation in the Indo-Pacific through BIMSTEC and IORA

¢ Connectivity to Central Asia via Chabahar Port




¢ Advocacy for the Global South during its G20 presidency

India is increasingly acting as a bridge — between East and West, North and South,
tradition and innovation.

Assertive Yet Balanced Diplomacy
Dr. Jaishankar articulates a clear worldview:

“This is a new India with a mind of its own. We don’t need to be told what to do.”
This signals a mature, self-assured India — autonomous in its decisions, yet open to
engagement.

During the Russia-Ukraine war, India chose neutrality, but not silence. PM Narendra Modi’s
declaration — “This is not an era of war” — positioned India as a moral voice of reason, not
just a geopolitical actor.

Leadership on the Global Stage

At the 2023 G20 Summit, India transitioned from being an agenda-follower to an agenda-
setter, redefining global cooperation through:

¢ Environmental responsibility
o Digital equity

e Healthcare access

e Just development

With the motto: “One Earth, One Family, One Future,” rooted in Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam,
India gave globalization a moral and inclusive direction.

A Pragmatic Neighbourhood Policy

India’s foreign policy toward its neighbours has become more pragmatic and
multidimensional:

e Dialogue with Pakistan remains suspended due to cross-border terrorism.
e With Bangladesh: cultural and river diplomacy
e With Sri Lanka: economic aid during crisis
e With Nepal: rebuilding civilizational and people-to-people ties
Firm Stance on China
Post-Galwan, India’s policy on China has turned tough and strategic:

¢ Reduced economic dependence




¢ Strengthened military posture along the LAC
e Active participation in QUAD, IPEF, and Indo-Pacific Maritime Dialogue

India’s message is clear: Cooperation is welcome, but not at the cost of sovereignty or
dignity.

Crisis Response and Moral Responsibility

India is emerging as a problem-solver in global crises:
e Humanitarian aid to Afghanistan
e Balanced diplomacy in the Israel-Gaza conflict
o Safe evacuations from Yemen and Sudan

Foreign policy now reflects not just India's strategic interests, but its administrative strength
and ethical compass.

The Strength of Balance

What distinguishes India's current approach is its harmony of thought and practicality:
e Itis neither blindly pro-West nor rigidly non-aligned
e Not driven by mere emotion, nor by brute power
e ltis India’s own voice — confident, yet open to dialogue

This is why India is increasingly being seen as a “Bridge Between Civilizations” — a nation
that can connect the technological West with the spiritual East, and balance strength with
sensitivity.

Conclusion

India’s contemporary foreign policy is no longer just the language of diplomacy — it is the
voice of India’s soul, declaring:

“India will engage, cooperate, and lead — but always on its own terms, rooted in its values,
interests, and dignity.”

This vision doesn’t just prepare India for today’s geopolitical storms — it positions the
country as a credible, ethical, and decisive leader in shaping the global order of the future.

Would you like a visual timeline or policy map showing the evolution of India’s foreign policy
from 1947 to the present?




2: India’s Water Crisis Is Actually a Crisis of Management

India, a land where rivers were once revered as mothers, ponds were seen as sacred, and
the first drop of rain was considered a blessing — is now battling a severe water crisis. But
this crisis is not just about drying wells, depleting aquifers, or vanishing lakes — it is a
reflection of a systemic failure that views nature as a resource to exploit, neglects
traditional wisdom, and measures development only through the rise of concrete
structures. When we say that India’s water crisis is essentially a management crisis, it’s not
an accusation — it is a mirror exposing flaws in our policies, practices, and priorities.

The Reality: Scarcity Amidst Plenty

India is home to nearly 18% of the world’s population but has only 4% of the world’s
freshwater resources. This disparity is alarming, but the real tragedy lies.in how poorly
existing water is managed:

¢ Average annual rainfall: ¥1170 mm — higher than the global average

o Efficient usage: Only 30—35% of rainwater is captured or recharged

e The rest? It either flows away into the sea or causes uncontrolled flooding.
This isn’t just a water shortage — it is a failure in planning and conservation.
Rural Challenges: Unsustainable Agriculture

In rural India, drinking water and irrigation are lifelines. But unregulated borewell irrigation
has pushed many regions — Punjab, Haryana, Rajasthan, Bundelkhand, Telangana — into
deep water stress.

According to the Central Ground Water Board, over 600 blocks across India are now
classified as ‘water-stressed’.

The Green Revolution, while boosting food production, led to:
¢ Groundwater depletion
e Monoculture farming
e Long-term ecological imbalance
The water crisis, thus, dries not only fields but also futures.
Urban Realities: Misuse and Mismanagement
Cities like Delhi, Bengaluru, and Chennai, once known for abundant water bodies, now face:
e Leaky, inefficient pipelines
e Shrinking lakes choked with plastic and sewage

¢ Falling groundwater levels




¢ Rainwater harvesting remains more of a regulation than a practice
The issue is not just scarcity — but lack of prioritization in water governance.
Policy Responses and Their Limitations
Several government programs have been launched:

¢ Ministry of Jal Shakti

e Jal Jeevan Mission

o Atal Bhujal Yojana

e Namami Gange

e Har Ghar Jal

While these are commendable, top-down models alone won’t work. Community ownership
is essential.
True water management begins when:

o Villagers protect their ponds
e Urban residents maintain their local lakes
e Households harvest rooftop rainwater
Only then can we move from crisis to conservation.
Neglected Traditions, Forgotten Solutions
Traditional water systems in India were models of sustainability:
e Eri system in Tamil Nadu
e Baolis in Rajasthan
e Ghatmal in Uttar Pradesh
e Bamboo-based irrigation in the Northeast

Modernity, however, dismissed these as outdated. This loss of traditional wisdom is a crisis
in itself.

As poet Rahim once said:

"Rahiman paani rakhiye, bin paani sab soon;
Paani gaye na ubere, moti, manus, choon."
(Water is the source of all life. Without it, even pearls, people, and grains perish.)

Beyond Supply: The Real Issues




To see the crisis only as a supply problem is a grave mistake.
It is a complex web of:

e Administrative failure
e Poor planning
¢ Public apathy

As long as water flows freely from the tap, its value is forgotten — until one day it doesn’t.
But by then, it's often too late.

Dr. A.P.J. Abdul Kalam once warned:
“Water is the soul of life. If we don’t do justice to water, it won’t spare our soul either.”
The Way Forward: Water-Wisdom, Not Just Water Infrastructure

From Ganga to Godavari, Kaveri to Kutch, India’s water stress spans geographies and
societies. The need today is not just more tanks and canals, but a collective shift in mindset.

Conclusion:

India doesn’t need just water solutions — it needs water intelligence.
And that won’t emerge from technology or policy alone. It requires a synergistic effort from
citizens, civil society, and the state.

The future of water in India won’t be stored in tanks — it will be protected in our
consciousness.

The day every Indian treats every raindrop as sacred, and every institution backs that
reverence with action, India will not just overcome a water crisis — it will become a
beacon of sustainable water management.

3: IndiaAl Mission — India’s Decisive Leap Toward Artificial Intelligence Leadership

At a time when artificial intelligence (Al) is redefining global power, digital governance, and
economic progress, India has made it clear — it does not intend to remain a passive
consumer of Al but to emerge as a leader, innovator, and architect of the Al era. The IndiaAl
Mission, launched in March 2024 with a historic investment of 10,371 crore, marks a
transformational milestone in India's technological journey. More than just a program, it is
the spinal cord of Digital India 2.0, embodying the vision of a digitally sovereign and
inclusive India.

Mission Overview: A Six-Pillar Approach




The IndiaAl Mission is designed around six core components, each aimed at building a
robust, ethical, and competitive Al ecosystem:

1. IndiaAl Compute Capacity
Development of over 10,000 GPU-based computing resources across the country to
support Al startups, researchers, and MSMEs — democratizing access to high-
performance computing.

2. IndiaAl Innovation Center
A hub to develop indigenous foundation and generative Al models, reducing
reliance on foreign technologies and tailoring Al solutions to Indian realities.

3. IndiaAl Dataset Platform
A secure and structured system for sharing public and private datasets, crucial for
training Al models in a diverse, data-rich nation like India.

4. IndiaAl Application Development Initiative
Focused on Al-driven solutions in healthcare, education, agriculture, and justice,
ensuring that Al directly benefits the grassroots.

5. IndiaAl FutureSkills
Building a certified and job-ready Al workforce, empowering youth and
professionals with skills to participate meaningfully in the Al economy.

6. IndiaAl Startup Financing Mechanism
Providing capital and mentorship to Al startups, enabling a transition from “Al for
India” to “Al from India.”

Towards Al Sovereignty and Ethical Innovation

In a world dominated by Al giants like ChatGPT (USA), ErnieBot (China), and LLaMa (EU),
India’s mission is to create an Al model that is ethical, inclusive, and India-centric — one
that reflects:

e Linguistic diversity
e Cultural nuance
« Democratic values

This mission supports India’s pursuit of Al Sovereignty — control over core Al infrastructure,
data, and platforms.

Challenges on the Horizon
Despite its vision, IndiaAl must navigate significant challenges:

¢ Talent gaps in Al research and deployment




¢ High energy consumption associated with large-scale Al computation

o Data privacy concerns in a fragmented regulatory environment

e Ethical dilemmas related to bias, deepfakes, and accountability
Furthermore, there are socio-economic implications such as:

¢ Job displacement

e Algorithmic opacity

o Dependence on foreign hardware ecosystems

Hence, the mission must evolve with robust policy, legal, and social frameworks to ensure
responsible Al development.

How IndiaAl Differs from Global Al Agendas

Unlike Al efforts in the G7 or OECD nations, which are largely market-driven, IndiaAl
emphasizes public good and digital equity. With a strong foundation in Digital Public
Infrastructure (DPI) like UPI, COWIN, DigiLocker, India already has an Al-ready ecosystem —
now IndiaAl aims to plant the seeds of innovation on this digital soil.

Conclusion: From Potential to Global Leadership

The IndiaAl Mission is not just about catching up — it’s about leading with purpose. It
envisions Al as a bridge between technology and democracy, innovation and inclusion, and
the present and the future.

If implemented with vision, transparency, and collaboration, IndiaAl can transform India
from a participant in the Al revolution to a torchbearer of ethical, inclusive, and sovereign
Al innovation.

Because the future of Al is not just in code — it is in values, vision, and voice. And India is
preparing to make its voice heard.




