
 

 

                  RESULT MITRA 

                                  Test No. 4 (General Studies- 2) 

1. Stating the preamble to the Indian constitution comment on its nature and 

scope.  

Answer: 

The Preamble to the Indian Constitution reads: 

“We, the people of India, having solemnly pledged to establish India as a 

SOVEREIGN, SOCIALIST, SECULAR, DEMOCRATIC, REPUBLIC and to ensure for all 

citizens: 

JUSTICE—social, economic, and political; 

LIBERTY—of thought, expression, belief, faith, and worship; 

EQUALITY—of status and opportunity; and to foster among all; 

FRATERNITY—assuring the dignity of the individual and the unity and integrity of the 

nation; 

In our Constituent Assembly, this 26th day of November, 1949, do hereby adopt, 

enact, and give to ourselves this Constitution.” 

 

Nature of the Preamble 

The Preamble presents the vision and purpose of the Constitution's creators. It 

reflects their commitment to creating a democratic society that upholds both 

political and socio-economic justice. 

India, as declared in the Preamble, is a fully independent and sovereign nation, 

empowered to make laws without being subordinate to any foreign authority. The 

term Republic emphasizes that our Head of State is an elected representative, and 

that every public position is accessible to all citizens, irrespective of their background. 

 

To uphold unity among India's diverse communities and faiths, the Preamble affirms 

the secular nature of the State—meaning the government treats all religions with 

equal respect and does not endorse or favor any one religion. Importantly, the 



 

 

source of authority in India is the people themselves; the Constitution derives its 

legitimacy from them. 

 

Scope of the Preamble 

Unlike the constitutions of countries like the USA, Canada, or Australia, India’s 

Constitution features a detailed and comprehensive Preamble. While it doesn't confer 

direct legal powers, it serves as a guiding framework that reflects the intent and spirit 

of the Constitution. 

The Preamble lays down the foundational values of liberty, equality, fraternity, and 

justice—social, economic, and political—that the State must protect and promote. 

Though not legally enforceable on its own, the Preamble plays a vital role in 

constitutional interpretation. In situations where the language of the Constitution is 

unclear, courts often refer to the Preamble for clarity. Furthermore, the Supreme 

Court has affirmed that the Preamble embodies the basic structure of the 

Constitution, thus placing limits on Parliament’s power to amend the Constitution in 

ways that would alter its core values. 

 

2. What do you understand by the term secularism in the context of India? How 

is it reflected in the constitutional provisions? 

Secularism in India 

Secularism is a key principle that emphasizes the separation of religion from the 

functioning of the government and the State. In the Western context, secularism 

means a clear-cut division between religion and State, where the government neither 

supports nor interferes with any religious practices. 

In India, secularism is embedded within the Constitution. It ensures that the 

State remains neutral in religious matters and aims to: 

• Prevent any one religion from overpowering others. 

• Safeguard against the dominance of certain individuals within a religious 

group over others. 

• Ensure that the State neither enforces nor favors any religion and protects 

every individual’s right to religious freedom. 



 

 

To uphold these ideals, the Indian State adopts a policy of keeping a measured 

distance from religion. Although the Indian model doesn’t completely isolate religion 

from the State, it ensures any State intervention in religious matters is guided by 

constitutional values—what is referred to as a principled distance. 

Constitutional Safeguards of Secularism 

Several provisions in the Indian Constitution reflect the commitment to secularism: 

• Article 25: Grants all individuals the right to freedom of conscience and the 

liberty to practice, profess, and propagate their religion. 

• Article 26: Allows religious denominations to manage their own religious 

affairs. 

• Article 27: Prohibits the use of public funds for promoting any particular 

religion. 

• Article 28: Provides freedom regarding religious instruction in educational 

institutions. 

• Article 15: Forbids discrimination based on religion, race, caste, sex, or place of 

birth. 

• Article 16: Ensures equal opportunity for all in public employment. 

• Article 17: Abolishes untouchability and forbids its practice in any form. 

• Article 29: Protects the rights of minorities to preserve their unique language, 

script, and culture. 

• Article 30: Grants religious and linguistic minorities the right to set up and 

manage educational institutions of their choice. 

• Preamble: Declares India to be a secular nation, committed to ensuring justice, 

liberty, equality, and fraternity. 

Moreover, the Supreme Court has recognized secularism as an essential part of the 

basic structure of the Constitution, meaning it cannot be altered or removed even 

through constitutional amendments. 

 

 



 

 

3. Though judicial activism has made the judiciary more people friendly, there is 

also a negative side to the idea of a proactive judiciary in the form of judicial 

overreach. Discuss with examples. 

Judicial Activism in India 

Judicial activism refers to a proactive role taken by the judiciary in interpreting the 

Constitution and exercising its power of judicial review. It is a dynamic approach 

where courts are more inclined to rule on constitutional matters and, if necessary, 

invalidate actions or laws passed by the legislative or executive branches. 

The foundation for judicial review in India lies in Article 32 of the Constitution, which 

guarantees the protection of fundamental rights. Over time, the scope of these rights 

has expanded to encompass a wide range of human and social concerns. As a result, 

the judiciary has taken an increasingly active role in ensuring that these rights are 

upheld, thereby extending its influence and relevance in people’s lives. 

However, there are instances where the judiciary's intervention has been perceived as 

judicial overreach—where it steps into areas traditionally reserved for the legislature 

and executive. Some notable examples include: 

• Judicial appointments: The National Judicial Appointments Commission 

(NJAC), which aimed to give the executive a say in appointing judges, was 

struck down by the judiciary. This raised concerns about transparency, 

accountability, and balance among the branches of government. 

• Administrative decisions: The courts have issued directives on matters such 

as pollution control (air, noise, and traffic), vehicle parking charges, use of 

helmets, garbage disposal, and public cleanliness. While these are public 

welfare concerns, they generally fall under the executive’s purview. 

• Large-scale infrastructure directives: The Supreme Court has ordered the 

implementation of highly technical and administrative tasks like interlinking of 

rivers across India—something typically handled by policy-makers and 

engineers. 

• Environmental rulings: The Court directed a ban on tourism in the core areas 

of tiger reserves, which, while aimed at conservation, overlaps with 

environmental policy-making. 

• Monitoring investigations: In high-profile cases like the Hawala case, fodder 

scam, Taj corridor case, and 2G spectrum scam, the judiciary took on a 



 

 

monitoring role over investigative and prosecuting agencies, citing their 

inaction or inefficiency. 

While these actions are often rooted in the desire to ensure better governance and 

public welfare, they do raise concerns. Judicial overreach—when courts cross into 

executive or legislative domains—can upset the delicate balance of powers enshrined 

in a democratic system and potentially undermine the authority and functioning of 

other branches of government. 

That said, it’s also important to recognize why this happens. In many cases, the 

judiciary steps in only when citizens seek its intervention due to perceived inaction or 

failure by the legislative or executive branches, often due to political influences or 

lack of will. Judicial activism, therefore, can be seen as a response to governance 

gaps, even if it sometimes blurs institutional boundaries. 

 

4. Highlight the ordinance-making powers of the Governor. Also enumerate the 

range of steps open to him when a Bill is presented after its passage by the 

state legislature. 

Governor and Legislative Powers under the Constitution 

Article 153 of the Indian Constitution establishes the position of the Governor as 

the executive head of each state. Much like the President at the Union level, the 

Governor acts as the nominal head of the state, with real powers exercised on the 

advice of the Council of Ministers. 

The Governor holds authority across the executive, legislative, and judicial 

domains, with one of the most significant legislative powers being the power to 

issue ordinances. 

Ordinance-Making Power (Article 213) 

Under Article 213, the Governor is empowered to issue ordinances when both of 

the following conditions are met: 

• The State Legislature is not in session—either the Legislative Assembly, or in 

case of a bicameral legislature, both Houses are not in session. 

• The Governor must be satisfied that there is an urgent need for immediate 

legislative action. 



 

 

An ordinance issued by the Governor carries the same legal weight as a law passed 

by the State Legislature. However, it remains a temporary measure and can be 

withdrawn at any time by the Governor. 

Governor’s Role in the Legislative Process (Article 200) 

When a bill passed by the State Legislature is presented to the Governor, the 

Constitution grants the following options under Article 200: 

1. Assent to the Bill – The Governor may approve the bill, allowing it to become 

law. 

2. Withhold Assent (Absolute Veto) – The Governor may reject the bill, 

effectively terminating it. 

3. Return the Bill (Suspensive Veto) – If the bill is not a money bill, the 

Governor can return it to the Legislature with a request for reconsideration. If 

the Legislature re-passes the bill, with or without changes, the Governor is 

then obliged to give assent. 

4. Reserve the Bill for the President – In certain cases, the Governor can 

forward the bill to the President for consideration. Once this is done, the 

Governor has no further role in the decision-making process. 

Role of the President (Article 201) 

Once a bill is reserved under Article 201, the President of India may: 

• Give assent, turning it into law. 

• Withhold assent, thereby rejecting it. 

• Return the bill (except money bills) for reconsideration by the State 

Legislature. 

In some specific cases, such as bills that may affect the powers of the High Court 

or those that go against the Directive Principles of State Policy (DPSPs), 

reserving the bill for the President is mandatory. 

This structure ensures a balance of powers and responsibilities between the 

Governor, the State Legislature, and the Union Government, while also 

maintaining the constitutional integrity of the Indian federal framework. 

 

 



 

 

5. What do you understand by the term good governance? In the context of 

India, identify the key initiatives taken in recent years for the promotion of 

good governance? 

Good Governance: Meaning and Importance 

Governance refers to the process of decision-making and the implementation of 

policies, while the government is the formal body that carries out these functions. 

The concept of Good Governance relates to how well these functions are performed, 

reflecting values such as transparency, accountability, and inclusiveness. 

According to the United Nations (UN), Good Governance is built on eight core 

principles: 

• Participation 

• Consensus-oriented approach 

• Accountability 

• Transparency 

• Responsiveness 

• Effectiveness and efficiency 

• Equity and inclusiveness 

• Adherence to the rule of law 

These principles aim to minimize corruption, ensure representation of minority and 

vulnerable groups, and address both current and future societal needs. 

Key Government Initiatives for Citizen-Centric Governance 

To bring governance closer to the people and make it more effective, the Indian 

government has undertaken several significant steps: 

• Right to Information (RTI) Act and e-Governance: Promote transparency 

and allow citizens to access government records and services with ease. 

• Ease of Doing Business: Aims to simplify procedures and reduce red tape for 

setting up and running businesses, encouraging economic activity and 

investment. 



 

 

• Digital India: A flagship program designed to digitize government services, 

improve accessibility, and ensure accountability through electronic delivery of 

services. 

• Social Audits: Provide a platform for communities to assess and review the 

social and ethical impact of various government initiatives and schemes. 

• PRAGATI Platform and Monitoring Committees: Tools such as PRAGATI 

(Pro-Active Governance and Timely Implementation) and district/state-level 

monitoring bodies help in tracking the progress and effectiveness of 

government projects. 

• Citizen Portals like MyGov (mygov@nic.in) and india.gov.in: Encourage 

public participation, feedback, and collaboration with the government, 

enhancing transparency and responsiveness. 

Why These Initiatives Matter 

• Inclusive Development: Good governance ensures all sections of society—

especially marginalized groups like Scheduled Castes (SCs), Scheduled Tribes 

(STs), and minorities—have equal access to rights and opportunities. 

• Public Trust and Rule of Law: Efficient and fair governance strengthens 

public confidence in democratic institutions and helps uphold law and order. 

India has made notable strides in economic growth and democratic development. 

However, persistent challenges like corruption, misuse of discretion, and lack of 

accountability still hinder the full realization of good governance. Addressing these 

issues remains crucial for building a more just, equitable, and progressive society. 

 

 

6. There has been a demand to give more teeth to the Lokayuktas in states to 

enable them to fulfill their envisaged roles. Comment 

Lokpal and Lokayuktas Act, 2013 and the Role of Lokayuktas 

The Lokpal and Lokayuktas Act, 2013 was enacted to establish an institutional 

framework to address corruption at both the central and state levels. While the 

Lokpal operates at the national level, the Act also mandates the creation of 

Lokayuktas in every state to investigate allegations of corruption against public 

officials. 



 

 

The Lokayukta serves as an independent anti-corruption authority or ombudsman at 

the state level, intended to deal with complaints related to corruption, favoritism, 

nepotism, and maladministration. However, the institution has often fallen short of its 

intended role due to several structural and operational challenges. 

Challenges Faced by Lokayuktas 

1. Lack of Comprehensive Legislation: 

The 2013 Act only briefly mentions the need for states to establish Lokayuktas 

within one year but fails to define their powers, structure, or jurisdiction 

clearly. This absence of uniform legislation has led to inconsistencies across 

states. 

2. Conflict of Interest: 

The selection committees often include political figures, raising concerns over 

impartiality, especially when Lokayuktas are expected to investigate political 

leaders and public functionaries. 

3. Delayed Appointments: 

Many states have experienced significant delays in appointing Lokayuktas and 

Uplokayuktas, rendering the institution ineffective for long periods. 

4. Inconsistent Jurisdiction: 

There is no standard rule across states regarding who falls under the 

Lokayukta’s purview. For instance, in states like Himachal Pradesh, Madhya 

Pradesh, and Gujarat, the Chief Minister is included under Lokayukta 

jurisdiction, but in states like Uttar Pradesh, Rajasthan, and Bihar, the Chief 

Minister is exempt. 

5. Weak Whistleblower Protection: 

The Act lacks adequate safeguards for whistleblowers. Moreover, provisions 

allowing inquiries against complainants if the accused is found innocent 

discourage people from reporting corruption. 

6. Dependence on External Agencies: 

Lokayuktas often rely on agencies like the CBI or CVC for conducting 

investigations, even at the preliminary level, which affects their autonomy and 

efficiency. 

Measures to Strengthen the Institution of Lokayukta 



 

 

To make Lokayuktas more effective and independent, the following steps can be 

taken: 

• Uniform Framework Across States: 

States should establish Lokayuktas modeled after the Lokpal, covering all state 

government employees, local bodies, and state-run corporations under their 

jurisdiction. 

• Transparent Appointment Process: 

Selection of Lokayuktas must be carried out in a transparent and fair manner 

to reduce the scope for political manipulation. 

• Institutional Autonomy: 

Lokayuktas must be provided with both financial and administrative 

independence. Dedicated investigative and prosecution wings should be set 

up within the institution to allow it to initiate and carry out investigations 

independently. 

• Whistleblower Protection: 

Safeguards for whistleblowers must be strengthened, and this responsibility 

should be formally integrated into the Lokayukta’s mandate with proper legal 

backing. 

• Accountability in Government Response: 

If a state government chooses to reject a Lokayukta’s recommendations, it 

should be mandated to record its reasons in writing to ensure accountability. 

For Lokayuktas to function as effective anti-corruption bodies, they need greater 

legal clarity, operational independence, and protection for those who come 

forward with complaints. Empowering these institutions will reinforce public trust 

and help build a more transparent and accountable governance system at the state 

level. 

 

7. Highlight the constructive role played by civil society organisations in India, 

with examples. Also, bring out the challenges faced by them 

Civil Society Organizations in India: Role and Challenges 

According to the World Bank, civil society comprises a broad spectrum of non-

governmental and non-profit organizations that actively participate in public life. 



 

 

These groups reflect and advocate the interests and values of their members, often 

rooted in cultural, ethical, political, or scientific foundations. 

Positive Contributions of Civil Society Organizations (CSOs) 

1. Promoting Good Governance 

CSOs serve as important drivers of democratic values such as transparency, 

accountability, and responsiveness. A prominent example is the Mazdoor 

Kisan Shakti Sangathan, which played a key role in the enactment of the Right 

to Information (RTI) Act. 

2. Policy Advocacy 

Many CSOs actively engage with policymakers to empower marginalized 

communities. They contribute to policy formulation, implementation, 

monitoring, and review. For instance, Save the Children India champions the 

rights and welfare of children across the country. 

3. Developmental Partnerships 

NGOs like Asha and Pratham partner with the government in delivering 

essential services, especially in education and health sectors. These 

collaborations have made notable impacts in rural and underserved urban 

areas. 

4. Citizen Mobilization and Resource Utilization 

CSOs play a vital role in involving local communities in the planning and 

execution of development initiatives. For example, Paani Foundation has 

mobilized grassroots efforts to make villages drought-resilient and promote 

sustainable agriculture. 

Challenges Faced by CSOs 

1. Financial Constraints 

Many CSOs face a chronic shortage of funds, as their beneficiaries often lack 

the capacity to contribute financially. Reduced international funding has 

worsened the situation. 

2. Lack of Skilled Manpower 

The voluntary sector struggles with a shortage of professionally trained 

staff. A significant proportion of CSO personnel are underqualified, affecting 

the efficiency and impact of their work. 



 

 

3. Accountability and Transparency Issues 

Concerns around financial mismanagement and lack of operational 

transparency have emerged in some organizations, leading to trust deficits 

among stakeholders and donors. 

4. Weak Coordination with Government 

The relationship between CSOs and government agencies often suffers from 

bureaucratic hurdles, mistrust, and lack of cooperation, making 

collaboration less effective. 

Way Forward 

To strengthen the role of CSOs and address existing gaps, the following steps are 

recommended: 

• Institutionalized Dialogue Platforms: Creating formal forums for continuous 

interaction between CSOs and government bodies to enhance mutual 

understanding and trust. 

• Capacity Building and Training: Providing structured skill development 

programs to improve the professional standards within the sector. 

• Social and Performance Audits: Implementing regular audits to ensure 

accountability and transparency, thereby boosting public confidence and 

donor trust. 

 

8. A Citizens’ Charter sees public services through the eyes of those who use 

them. In this context, analyze the importance of citizen charter in making 

public services citizen centric. 

Citizen Charter: Making Governance More People-Centric 

A Citizen Charter is a public document issued by an organization to inform citizens 

about its functions, services, standards of service delivery, and grievance redress 

mechanisms. It outlines what citizens can expect in terms of quality and timelines of 

service, thereby making the functioning of public institutions more transparent and 

accountable. 

At its core, the Citizen Charter emphasizes viewing services from the perspective 

of the users, requiring regular and structured consultations with citizens to set 

realistic service standards and assess the quality of delivery. 



 

 

How Citizen Charters Enhance Citizen-Centric Governance 

1. Improved Service Delivery and Grievance Redressal 

By clearly stating timelines and quality benchmarks, it ensures more reliable 

services and effective mechanisms for addressing citizen complaints. 

2. Strengthening Participatory Democracy 

Citizen Charters involve the public in shaping and assessing services, thereby 

empowering citizens and making policy-making more inclusive. 

3. Fostering Transparency and Openness 

Publishing standards for service delivery fosters a culture of openness, 

making government functions more accessible and comprehensible to the 

public. 

4. Promoting Good Governance Values 

The Charter supports the principles of equity, fairness, and transparency, 

while encouraging citizen feedback in evaluating and improving public 

service performance. 

5. Encouraging Accountability 

When clear service standards are declared, it becomes easier to hold service 

providers accountable, reinforcing administrative responsibility. 

The SEVOTTAM Framework: A Step Toward Standardization 

To bring consistency and efficiency in Citizen Charters across the country, the 

SEVOTTAM model (Service Excellence Model), as recommended by the Second 

Administrative Reforms Commission (II ARC), provides a structured approach. It 

focuses on: 

• Setting service standards 

• Developing robust public grievance redress systems 

• Continuous service improvement based on citizen feedback 

Adopting this model can significantly enhance the quality of governance by ensuring 

that public service delivery is uniform, efficient, and citizen-focused. 

 

9. India's expanding interests rather than endorsement by others should be the 

basis of its engagement with what is being termed as the Indo-Pacific. Analyse. 



 

 

India and the Indo-Pacific: Strategic Significance and Role 

The Indo-Pacific is a vast biogeographic region that spans the tropical waters of the 

Indian Ocean, the western and central Pacific Ocean, and the connecting seas. In 

recent years, this term has gained traction in strategic and diplomatic discourse, 

particularly in countries like Australia, Japan, and India, due to the region's 

increasing global importance. 

As multiple major powers vie for influence in this area, India’s strategic role is being 

increasingly highlighted: 

• ASEAN nations have expressed their desire for India to take on a more 

assertive leadership role, especially in light of rising tensions in the South 

China Sea. 

• The United States, under its vision of a “Free and Open Indo-Pacific (FOIP),” 

has called for a stronger Indian presence in the region. 

• India and Japan, in their bilateral engagements, have emphasized the 

importance of a rules-based order and regional stability. 

India’s Strategic Interests in the Indo-Pacific 

While international support is encouraging, India’s approach to the region should be 

rooted in its own strategic interests, ensuring a balance between deep 

engagement and strategic autonomy. Key drivers of India’s interest in the Indo-

Pacific include: 

1. Security Dynamics and Strategic Architecture 

The rapid rise of China and its assertive regional behavior has created 

strategic uncertainties. India must recalibrate its security and diplomatic 

strategies to respond to this evolving geopolitical environment. 

2. Strengthening Bilateral Relations 

Engagement in the Indo-Pacific enhances India’s bilateral ties with like-

minded countries, contributing to regional stability and fostering mutual 

economic and security benefits. 

3. Economic and Trade Opportunities 

Home to over half the world’s population and a combined GDP nearing $20 

trillion, the Indo-Pacific offers immense potential for trade, investment, and 

development partnerships. 



 

 

4. Energy and Trade Security 

Vital sea lanes of communication (SLOCs) in the Indo-Pacific serve as the 

backbone of India's energy imports and merchandise trade. Securing these 

routes is crucial for India’s economic well-being. 

5. North-East India and Connectivity Goals 

India aims to connect its North-Eastern region with South-East Asia through 

improved infrastructure, trade links, and people-to-people exchanges, 

aligning with the larger Indo-Pacific vision. 

6. FIPIC Initiative 

India’s engagement with Pacific Island countries through the Forum for 

India-Pacific Islands Cooperation (FIPIC) reflects its intent to broaden its 

outreach across the Pacific. 

7. Alignment with Act East Policy 

The Indo-Pacific region complements India’s Act East Policy, which seeks to 

enhance cultural, economic, and strategic ties with East and Southeast Asia. 

The Way Forward 

To maximize its role in the Indo-Pacific, India needs to craft a comprehensive, long-

term strategy that aligns with its broader foreign policy goals and geopolitical 

interests. The region is poised to become a focal point of a new global order, and 

India must be prepared to play a defining role in shaping it. 

However, India’s proactive engagement must also navigate challenges, particularly 

strategic suspicions from China, regional rivalries, and the need for consensus 

among diverse stakeholders. A nuanced, balanced approach that combines 

assertiveness with diplomacy will be key to India’s success in the Indo-Pacific. 

 

10. Explain Terrorism as an issue in India-Pakistan relations. Also, throw light on 

the key aspects of India's response to the issue in recent years. 

Terrorism: A Central Challenge in India-Pakistan Relations 

Terrorism remains the most pressing concern in the bilateral relationship between 

India and Pakistan. Driven by its long-standing perception of India as an existential 

threat, Pakistan has historically supported and nurtured terrorist groups as part of 

its broader military and strategic framework, often described as the "bleed India 



 

 

with a thousand cuts" doctrine. This policy promotes cross-border terrorism as a 

tool of sub-conventional warfare against India. 

From the 2001 Indian Parliament attack, to the 2008 Mumbai attacks, and more 

recent incidents like Pathankot (2016), Uri (2016), and Pulwama (2019), most 

terror operations have been traced back to Pakistan-based actors. These events 

have not only caused immense human loss but have also fueled instability in Jammu 

and Kashmir. The persistent nature of such attacks underscores the fact that 

terrorism will remain a significant bilateral issue unless Islamabad undergoes a 

fundamental policy shift. 

India’s Diplomatic Position and Expectations 

India has consistently raised the issue of cross-border terrorism with Pakistan at 

various levels, including through bilateral dialogues and international forums. 

India has urged Pakistan to honor its repeated commitments to not allow its 

territory to be used for any anti-India activity, including supporting or harboring 

terrorists. 

India's expectations from Pakistan include: 

• Dismantling terrorist infrastructure on its soil. 

• Shutting down terror financing networks. 

• Expediting the trial of those involved in the 26/11 Mumbai attacks. 

• Taking credible, verifiable, and irreversible actions against terrorism. 

India’s Strategic and Tactical Responses 

In response to continued provocation and attacks emanating from Pakistan, India has 

adopted a range of military, economic, and diplomatic strategies, including: 

1. Surgical Strikes (2016) 

In retaliation to the Uri attack, India conducted precise and targeted strikes 

across the Line of Control (LoC) to destroy terror launch pads in Pakistan-

occupied Kashmir. 

2. Balakot Air Strikes (2019) 

Following the Pulwama attack, Indian Air Force carried out pre-emptive 

non-military air strikes deep inside Balakot, marking a significant shift in 

India's counter-terrorism posture. 



 

 

3. Economic Measures 

After Pulwama, India revoked Pakistan’s Most Favoured Nation (MFN) 

trade status and imposed heavy import duties on Pakistani goods as a form 

of economic retaliation. 

4. Diplomatic Pressure 

India has actively exposed Pakistan’s role in fostering terrorism at global 

forums, including the UN and through strong advocacy at the Financial 

Action Task Force (FATF), pushing for accountability on terror financing. 

5. Balochistan as a Pressure Point 

India has also started highlighting the human rights situation in Balochistan, 

marking a strategic shift in its regional stance and adding diplomatic 

pressure on Pakistan. 

6. Military Posturing and Doctrinal Shifts 

o The Cold Start Doctrine envisions swift mobilization and limited yet 

rapid military action in case of provocation. 

o Public statements on revisiting India’s nuclear doctrine have served 

as strategic signaling to deter future aggression. 

Conclusion 

India has made it clear that it will not tolerate terrorism as an instrument of state 

policy. The surgical strike and Balakot air strike were significant in demonstrating 

India's political resolve and military capability. These actions have altered the 

strategic calculus for Pakistan, which now has to consider the risk of Indian 

escalation in its future decisions. 

Going forward, India's firm and multifaceted approach—combining military 

readiness, diplomatic engagement, and strategic signaling—will continue to 

define its response to terrorism from across the border. 

 

11. While some argue that Article 3 provides usurping powers to the centre at 

the cost of states, according to others it enables the Parliament to maintain and 

preserve federalism as enshrined in the constitution. Discuss. Is it time to have a 

relook at the Article-3 in the spirit of co-operative federalism? 

Introduction: 

Article 3 of the Indian Constitution empowers Parliament to create new states, alter 



 

 

the boundaries of existing ones, or change their names. While this provision ensures 

administrative flexibility, it has also faced criticism for potentially tilting the balance of 

power in favor of the center, thereby weakening the federal structure. In the present 

context, it is crucial to reassess the implications of Article 3 in light of cooperative 

federalism. 

What Does Article 3 Provide? 

Article 3 grants Parliament the following powers: 

• Creation of New States: By separation or amalgamation. 

• Alteration of Boundaries: Redefining the boundaries of existing states. 

• Name Change: Changing the name of a state. 

The only requirement for this process is that the President must refer the proposed 

changes to the concerned state legislature for its views within a specified timeframe. 

However, these views are not binding on Parliament. 

Why is Article 3 Considered an Extra Power for the Center? 

1. No Mandatory State Consent: The central government can alter a state's 

boundaries without its consent, requiring only "consultation." 

2. Violation of the Federal Spirit: In a truly federal structure, constituent units 

(states) should have a say in decisions affecting their territorial integrity. 

3. Potential for Political Misuse: The ruling party at the center can use Article 3 

for political advantage, manipulating boundaries to weaken regional dissent. 

4. Unequal Power Structure: While the Constitution claims to be federal, Article 

3 significantly centralizes power, leading to a tilt towards a unitary tendency. 

How Article 3 Can Protect Federalism: 

1. Administrative Flexibility: It allows swift responses to regional demands 

(e.g., Telangana) without requiring a constitutional amendment. 

2. Avoiding Deadlock: Mandating state consent could complicate decision-

making, especially when there are conflicting interests. 

3. National Unity: It permits internal restructuring while preserving the unity of 

the governance system. 

4. Parliamentary Supremacy: In a diverse country, central coordination is 

crucial for ensuring sustainable development and unity. 



 

 

Why Reconsider Article 3 in the Spirit of Cooperative Federalism? 

• Changing Political Realities: Modern India is characterized by strong regional 

parties and identities that demand greater autonomy. 

• Empowering Democratic Values: Making state consent mandatory would 

enhance democratic legitimacy. 

• Ensuring Transparency: The current process lacks transparency and public 

debate. 

• Avoiding Conflict: Recent examples (e.g., the bifurcation of Andhra Pradesh) 

show that decisions made without adequate consultation can lead to long-

term instability and tension. 

The Way Forward: 

1. Constitutional Amendment: Amend Article 3 to make state consent 

mandatory or at least more impactful. 

2. Independent Federal Commission: Establish a neutral, consultative body to 

evaluate reorganization proposals. 

3. Institutional Consultation: Strengthen the role of bodies like the Inter-State 

Council in critical decisions. 

4. Bottom-Up Approach: Ensure participation from local communities and 

stakeholders. 

Conclusion: 

While Article 3 was designed to preserve the unity and administrative efficiency of 

newly independent India, it is now essential to revisit its structure. As India matures 

into a federal democracy, achieving a better balance in the spirit of cooperative 

federalism becomes crucial. Only then can India truly uphold its commitment to 

"Unity in Diversity." 

 

12. Discuss the scope and extent of the President's powers as provided under 

Article 352 of the Indian Constitution. Critically evaluate the extent of judicial 

scrutiny regarding the proclamation and executive actions exercised during a 

National Emergency. 

Introduction: 

Article 352 is a critical provision in the Indian Constitution that grants the central 



 

 

government the power to declare a National Emergency. It is invoked when the 

country faces a grave threat due to war, external aggression, or armed rebellion. 

Once declared, the federal structure of the nation effectively transforms into a unitary 

one, significantly expanding the powers of the center. 

Powers of the President Under Article 352: 

1. Proclamation of Emergency: 

o Basis of Proclamation: The President can declare a National 

Emergency if satisfied that the security of India is threatened due to 

war, external aggression, or armed rebellion. 

o Cabinet Advice: This declaration must be based on the written advice 

of the Council of Ministers. 

2. Duration and Parliamentary Approval: 

o Initial Approval: The proclamation must be approved by both Houses 

of Parliament within one month. 

o Continuity: Once approved, the emergency can remain in force for six 

months and can be extended indefinitely with parliamentary approval 

every six months. 

3. Impact on Center-State Relations: 

o Power to Issue Directives: The central government can issue 

directions to state governments on any matter. 

o Control Over State Governments: State governments continue to 

function, but under direct control of the center. 

4. Impact on Legislative Powers: 

o Legislative Competence: Parliament can legislate on subjects typically 

reserved for state legislatures. 

o Ordinances and Acts: The President can issue ordinances on state 

matters if Parliament is not in session. 

5. Impact on Fundamental Rights: 

o Suspension of Rights: Under Article 359, the President can suspend 

the right to move the courts for enforcement of Fundamental Rights, 

except those guaranteed under Article 20 (Protection in respect of 



 

 

conviction for offenses) and Article 21 (Protection of life and personal 

liberty), which were safeguarded by the 44th Amendment (1978). 

Judicial Review: 

Initially, the President's satisfaction for proclaiming an emergency was not subject to 

judicial review. However, over time, the judiciary has expanded this scope. 

1. Initial Limited Review: 

o ADM Jabalpur v. Shivkant Shukla (1976): The Supreme Court held 

that even the right to life under Article 21 could be suspended during 

an emergency, a decision later widely criticized. 

2. 44th Amendment (1978) and Other Reforms: 

o Cabinet's Written Advice: Now, the emergency can only be declared 

based on the written recommendation of the Council of Ministers. 

o Provision for Armed Rebellion: The term "internal disturbance" was 

replaced with "armed rebellion" to reduce misuse. 

o Protection of Rights: Articles 20 and 21 cannot be suspended even 

during an emergency. 

o Maneka Gandhi v. Union of India (1980): Recognized judicial review 

as part of the basic structure of the Constitution. 

o S.R. Bommai v. Union of India (1994): Allowed for judicial scrutiny of 

the President's satisfaction, applying principles similar to those under 

Article 356. 

3. Current Status: 

o Judicial Control: The President's satisfaction can now be reviewed by 

the Supreme Court on grounds of "mala fide," "arbitrariness," or "lack 

of relevant material." 

o Judicial Restraint: However, the judiciary often exercises self-restraint 

in matters of national security. 

Critical Evaluation: 

Positive Aspects: 

• Enables swift and effective action during national crises. 



 

 

• Maintains administrative stability during situations like war or rebellion. 

• The 44th Amendment reduced the risk of misuse. 

Challenges: 

• Was severely misused during the 1975 Emergency, leading to significant 

damage to democratic institutions. 

• Heavily reliant on the integrity of Parliament and the executive. 

• Judicial review often comes too late, reducing its effectiveness during the 

actual period of emergency. 

Conclusion: 

Article 352 grants the President extraordinary powers, but it also carries the risk of 

democratic erosion. The misuse of emergency powers during 1975 highlighted the 

need for constitutional safeguards, leading to significant reforms through the 44th 

Amendment. Judicial review has become a critical check, but it must be timely and 

effective to ensure that emergency provisions do not become tools for political 

convenience. Balancing liberty and national security remains essential in a 

constitutional democracy. 

 

13. Compare the constitutional position of Rajya Sabha with the Lok Sabha in 

terms of legislative powers. Also bring out special powers given to Rajya Sabha 

in this context. 

Introduction: 

India's parliamentary structure is bicameral, comprising the Lok Sabha (House of the 

People) and the Rajya Sabha (Council of States). The Lok Sabha is formed through 

direct elections, making it more representative and powerful, while the Rajya Sabha is 

a permanent body designed to protect the interests of the states. Although both 

houses share several legislative powers, there are significant differences in their roles 

and authority in the legislative process. 

 

Comparison of Legislative Powers: 

Aspect Lok Sabha Rajya Sabha 



 

 

Ordinary 

Bills 

Can introduce and pass. Final 

decision in a joint sitting. 

Can introduce and pass but 

can be overruled in a joint 

sitting. 

Money Bills 

(Article 110) 

Can only be introduced in the Lok 

Sabha. Holds supreme authority 

in budget, grants, and financial 

matters. 

Cannot amend or reject, can 

only make recommendations 

within 14 days. 

Joint Sitting 

(Article 108) 

More effective due to numerical 

strength. 

Relatively weaker due to lesser 

numerical strength. 

Control Over 

Executive 

Can remove the government 

through a no-confidence motion. 

Lacks the power to remove the 

government. 

 

Special Powers of the Rajya Sabha: 

1. Legislation on State List (Article 249): 

o Rajya Sabha can authorize Parliament to legislate on state subjects in 

the "national interest" with a two-thirds majority. 

o This power is exclusive to the Rajya Sabha, with no equivalent in the 

Lok Sabha. 

2. Creation of All India Services (Article 312): 

o Rajya Sabha can approve the creation of All India Services with a two-

thirds majority. 

o This is another exclusive power, reflecting the federal character of the 

Rajya Sabha. 

3. Role in Impeachment and Constitutional Amendments: 

o Rajya Sabha has equal powers with the Lok Sabha in the impeachment 

of the President, removal of judges, and constitutional amendments. 

4. Preserving Federal Balance: 

o As the Council of States, the Rajya Sabha plays a crucial role in 

maintaining the federal balance, representing the interests of the states, 

which is a fundamental aspect of the federal structure. 



 

 

Conclusion: 

While the Lok Sabha is more powerful due to its direct electoral mandate and 

dominance in financial matters, the Rajya Sabha is not merely a "secondary chamber." 

Its special powers under Articles 249 and 312, along with its role in constitutional 

amendments, make it an essential institution for safeguarding both federal and 

national interests. The Rajya Sabha's primary purpose is to ensure mature debate, 

balance, and prudent control over hasty legislation, making it a critical pillar for the 

stability and democratic maturity of India's federal structure. 

14. Why did Dr B.R. Ambedkar see the CAG as "probably the most important 

officer in the Constitution of India"? Discuss the issues faced in the functioning 

of CAG. 

Introduction: 

Dr. B.R. Ambedkar described the Comptroller and Auditor General (CAG) as "possibly 

the most important officer" in the Indian Constitution, given its central role in 

ensuring financial accountability. Articles 148 to 151 of the Constitution establish the 

CAG, outlining its powers and functioning, making it the guardian of public funds. Its 

primary objective is to ensure that taxpayers' money is spent legally, efficiently, and 

for the intended purposes. 

Why is the CAG Considered Crucial? 

1. Legislative Oversight Over the Executive: 

o CAG audits government accounts and expenditures, enabling 

Parliament and state legislatures to exercise financial oversight over the 

executive. 

o This strengthens financial transparency and accountability in 

governance. 

2. Independence and Constitutional Status: 

o The CAG is a constitutional authority, free from executive control. 

o Appointed by the President, the CAG enjoys a tenure similar to a 

Supreme Court judge, ensuring its independence. 

3. Transparency and Anti-Corruption Role: 

o CAG exposes misuse of public funds, inefficiencies, and policy failures 

(e.g., the 2G spectrum and coal allocation scams). 



 

 

o It acts as an effective financial watchdog, essential for a robust 

parliamentary democracy. 

4. Instrument of Good Governance: 

o CAG promotes financial discipline, performance audits, and efficient 

public service delivery. 

o Its reports are crucial for administrative reforms and policy 

transparency. 

Challenges in the CAG's Functioning: 

1. Lack of Enforcement Powers: 

o The CAG is primarily an audit body, not an investigative or enforcement 

agency. 

o Its reports are only advisory, and their implementation depends on the 

will of the Parliament and the executive. 

2. Delay in Report Submission: 

o Delays in presenting CAG reports can reduce their relevance and 

effectiveness. 

3. Limited Audit Coverage: 

o Many sectors, like Public-Private Partnerships (PPPs) and autonomous 

bodies, are outside the direct audit jurisdiction of the CAG, limiting 

overall accountability. 

4. Political Interference and Misinterpretation: 

o CAG findings often become politically contentious, potentially 

undermining its credibility. 

5. Resource Constraints: 

o A shortage of skilled auditors and the complexity of digital and 

financial systems pose significant challenges. 

6. Lack of a Compliance Mechanism: 

o There is no strong mechanism to ensure the implementation of CAG's 

recommendations, reducing its effectiveness. 

The Way Forward: 



 

 

1. Audit Reforms: 

o Expanding audit coverage to include PPP projects, non-governmental 

organizations (NGOs) utilizing public funds, and welfare schemes. 

2. Technological Upgradation: 

o Investing in data analytics, AI, and emerging technologies, while 

training auditors in these areas. 

3. Empowering the Public Accounts Committee (PAC): 

o Ensuring timely compliance and enforcement of CAG's 

recommendations. 

4. Amendments to Enhance Autonomy: 

o Granting the CAG more powers in priority setting and budgetary 

independence. 

5. Transparency in Appointments: 

o Establishing an independent selection body or collegium system to 

ensure fair and effective CAG appointments. 

Conclusion: 

Dr. Ambedkar's vision for the CAG as a pillar of democratic integrity and financial 

accountability remains as relevant today as it was at the time of the Constitution's 

framing. While the CAG has historically played a critical role in exposing corruption 

and inefficiencies, it needs to become more empowered and dynamic to meet 

modern challenges. A robust and independent CAG is essential for maintaining the 

spirit of the Constitution and the trust of the public. 

 

15. A surging economic, strategic and political involvement of China in India's 

neighbourhood poses serious challenges for India's diplomatic objectives in the 

region. Analyse. 

Introduction: 

India's neighborhood, particularly South Asia, holds immense strategic significance, 

characterized by geographical proximity, cultural connections, and shared challenges. 

However, China has been steadily strengthening its influence in this region through 

economic investments, political leverage, and strategic partnerships. This growing 



 

 

presence is challenging India's traditional regional leadership and altering the power 

dynamics in its immediate vicinity. 

China's Expanding Role in India's Neighborhood: 

1. Economic Influence: 

o Belt and Road Initiative (BRI): China has made substantial 

investments in infrastructure projects across South Asia, including: 

▪ China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) 

▪ Hambantota Port in Sri Lanka 

▪ Rail and road projects in Nepal 

o Trade Dependence: China has emerged as a major trading partner for 

countries like Bangladesh, Maldives, and Sri Lanka, challenging India's 

economic clout in the region. 

2. Strategic and Military Partnerships: 

o Military Cooperation: China provides arms and military training to 

countries like Pakistan, Bangladesh, and Myanmar, strengthening their 

defense capabilities. 

o Naval Presence: China's growing naval footprint in the Indian Ocean 

Region (IOR), including bases and ports like Gwadar, Hambantota, and 

Chittagong, poses a direct challenge to India's maritime security. 

3. Political and Diplomatic Leverage: 

o Political Influence: China uses economic investments to influence 

domestic politics and policy decisions in India's neighboring countries. 

o Active Role in Multilateral Forums: China seeks to balance India's 

regional influence through active participation in platforms like SAARC 

and SCO. 

Challenges for India's Diplomatic Objectives: 

1. Erosion of Traditional Influence: 

o China's "chequebook diplomacy" is pulling India's traditional partners 

closer to Beijing, weakening long-standing cultural and historical ties. 

2. Encirclement and Strategic Pressure: 



 

 

o China's "String of Pearls" strategy, aimed at establishing a network of 

strategic bases around India, directly threatens India's maritime security. 

o The CPEC passes through Pakistan-occupied Kashmir (PoK), directly 

violating India's territorial sovereignty. 

3. Political Balancing and Limited Leverage: 

o Neighboring countries may use China's influence to extract greater 

concessions from India. 

o Regional initiatives like BIMSTEC often face challenges due to differing 

strategic and trade interests. 

4. Internal Political Sensitivities: 

o Chinese investments often come without democratic or environmental 

conditions, making them more attractive than India's slower, 

bureaucratic project execution. 

India's Diplomatic Responses and the Way Forward: 

1. Neighborhood First Policy: 

o Prioritizing development assistance, connectivity projects, and disaster 

relief (e.g., vaccine diplomacy during COVID-19) to strengthen regional 

ties. 

2. SAGAR (Security and Growth for All in the Region): 

o Ensuring maritime security and cooperation in the Indian Ocean 

Region. 

3. Act East and Indo-Pacific Strategy: 

o Strengthening partnerships with ASEAN, Japan, Australia, and groups 

like the Quad to counterbalance China's regional influence. 

4. Infrastructure and Connectivity Initiatives: 

o Projects like the Kaladan Multi-Modal Transit Transport Project, India-

Myanmar-Thailand Trilateral Highway, and the Chabahar Port to 

enhance regional integration. 

5. Soft Power Diplomacy: 



 

 

o Leveraging cultural diplomacy, people-to-people ties, and capacity 

building to reinforce regional influence. 

Conclusion: 

China's multi-dimensional engagement in South Asia presents a complex strategic 

challenge for India. While India may not be able to fully match China's economic 

might, it can emphasize trust-based partnerships, improved project execution, and 

leadership in regional cooperation frameworks. A balanced mix of realism and 

engagement, underpinned by mutual respect and shared development, will be 

essential to protect India's long-term strategic interests. 

 

16. Though important differences remain between the two, there has been a 

steady improvement of ties between India and US in the past few years. Discuss. 

Also highlight the importance of the Indo-US '2+2' dialogue in this context. 

Introduction: 

India and the United States, the world's two largest democracies, have witnessed a 

remarkable transformation in their bilateral relationship over the past two decades. 

Despite differences on trade, defense, and global politics, this partnership has 

evolved into a multifaceted one, rooted in shared democratic values, economic 

cooperation, and Indo-Pacific security. The '2+2' Ministerial Dialogue has played a 

crucial role in institutionalizing this strategic partnership. 

Improvements in India-US Relations: 

1. Defense and Strategic Cooperation: 

o Key Agreements: 

▪ LEMOA (2016) - Logistics Exchange Memorandum of 

Agreement (logistics support). 

▪ COMCASA (2018) - Communications Compatibility and Security 

Agreement (secure communications). 

▪ BECA (2020) - Basic Exchange and Cooperation Agreement 

(geospatial intelligence sharing). 

o Joint Military Exercises: 

▪ Increased frequency of joint military exercises like Yudh Abhyas, 

Malabar, and Tiger Triumph. 



 

 

2. Convergence on the Indo-Pacific: 

o Both countries advocate for a free, open, and inclusive Indo-Pacific 

region. 

o Coordinating through the Quad, which includes India, the US, Japan, 

and Australia. 

3. Economic and Technological Engagement: 

o Bilateral trade surpassed $190 billion in 2023, making the US India's 

largest trading partner. 

o Key sectors: Semiconductors, 5G/6G technologies, AI, and clean energy. 

4. People-to-People and Educational Ties: 

o Over 4 million Indian-Americans significantly contribute to the US 

economy and society. 

o Collaboration in STEM education, startups, and innovation. 

5. Global and Multilateral Engagement: 

o Shared concerns on climate change, terrorism, and reforms in 

multilateral institutions like the United Nations. 

Major Challenges: 

• Trade Disputes: Disagreements over tariffs, intellectual property rights, and 

digital service taxes. 

• Visa and H-1B Concerns: Potential impacts on Indian professionals. 

• Differences Over Russia: Especially after the Ukraine conflict. 

• Strategic Autonomy: India's non-alignment and independent foreign policy 

sometimes diverge from US expectations. 

Significance of the India-US '2+2' Dialogue: 

Initiated in 2018, the '2+2' Ministerial Dialogue brings together the foreign and 

defense ministers of India and the United States with their American counterparts. It 

serves as a high-level platform for reviewing strategic ties and coordinating on global 

and regional issues. 

Importance of the '2+2' Dialogue: 



 

 

1. Strategic Clarity and Continuity: 

o Enhances coordination on defense, regional security, and maritime 

cooperation, particularly in the Indo-Pacific. 

2. Institutionalized Dialogue: 

o Promotes strategic and institutional stability, enabling regular 

assessment and long-term planning. 

3. Defense Technology and Interoperability: 

o Facilitates joint development and production of defense systems 

through the Defense Technology and Trade Initiative (DTTI). 

4. Responding to Emerging Threats: 

o Strengthens cooperation on cybersecurity, counter-terrorism, and 

critical technologies. 

5. Building Trust Amid Global Uncertainty: 

o Maintains dialogue despite global geopolitical upheavals like the 

Russia-Ukraine conflict and Chinese assertiveness. 

Conclusion: 

While India-US relations are not entirely free from friction, both countries have made 

consistent efforts to deepen their ties in recent years. The '2+2' dialogue has 

emerged as a vital instrument for bridging differences, strengthening cooperation, 

and expanding the partnership. For India, maintaining a stable yet deep partnership 

with the US is essential for achieving its global aspirations and regional security 

objectives. 

 

17. The expansion of BRICS marks a significant shift in the group's evolution. 

Analyze the current strengths and weaknesses of BRICS in the present global 

context. 

Introduction: 

BRICS (Brazil, Russia, India, China, and South Africa) was established in 2009 with the 

objective of amplifying the voice of the Global South and challenging the dominance 

of Western-led global institutions. With its recent expansion in 2023, adding Egypt, 

Ethiopia, Iran, Argentina, Saudi Arabia, and the United Arab Emirates (UAE), BRICS has 



 

 

emerged as a broader geo-economic and geopolitical platform. This expansion 

reflects its ambition to redefine the global order and enhance its influence on the 

world stage. 

Current Strengths of BRICS: 

1. Growing Economic Clout: 

o Post-expansion, BRICS now represents approximately 45% of the 

world’s population and nearly 30% of global GDP (PPP). 

o It includes major energy producers (Saudi Arabia, Russia) and large 

consumers (India, China). 

2. Towards a Multipolar World Order: 

o BRICS offers an alternative platform to Western-dominated institutions 

like the IMF, World Bank, and United Nations. 

o It advocates for reforms in global governance, particularly in financial 

and security institutions. 

3. De-Dollarization and Financial Cooperation: 

o Member countries are exploring trade in national currencies and 

strengthening alternative financial institutions like the New 

Development Bank (NDB). 

o Objective: Reduce dependency on the US dollar for international 

transactions. 

4. Diversity of Resources and Capabilities: 

o BRICS members contribute a range of strengths: 

▪ Natural Resources: Russia, Brazil 

▪ Technology and Innovation: India, China 

▪ Energy: Saudi Arabia, UAE 

▪ Diplomatic Influence: South Africa, Egypt 

5. South-South Cooperation: 

o Serves as a platform for the Global South to articulate shared 

developmental concerns and priorities. 



 

 

Current Weaknesses and Challenges of BRICS: 

1. Internal Geopolitical Tensions: 

o Border disputes between India and China, and ideological differences 

between democratic (India, Brazil) and authoritarian (China, Russia) 

members. 

o Strategic competition hampers consensus-building and collective 

action. 

2. Lack of Institutional Depth: 

o Unlike G7 or the EU, BRICS lacks a robust institutional framework, 

permanent secretariat, or enforcement mechanisms. 

3. Diverse Economic Models and Interests: 

o Member economies are at different stages of development with varying 

domestic priorities and foreign policy goals. 

4. Expansion Criteria and Cohesion: 

o Rapid and diverse expansion can dilute the group’s identity. 

o Significant ideological and strategic differences among new members 

(e.g., Iran and Saudi Arabia, Egypt and Ethiopia). 

5. Limited Impact on Global Financial Architecture: 

o Despite its ambitions, BRICS has struggled to significantly challenge 

major global financial institutions like the IMF, WTO, or SWIFT. 

Conclusion: 

The expansion of BRICS is a bold step that could potentially transform it from an 

economic bloc into a geopolitical alliance. Its strengths lie in its demographic, 

economic, and resource diversity, but internal cohesion, institutional structure, and 

strategic coordination remain significant hurdles. If BRICS aims to be a credible 

alternative in the global order, it must resolve internal contradictions, build solid 

capabilities, and develop effective institutional mechanisms. 

 

18. How do the issues of poverty and hunger differ in urban and rural of Uttar 

Pradesh? 



 

 

Introduction: 

Uttar Pradesh (UP), India's most populous state, faces severe challenges related to 

poverty and hunger. While these problems are widespread across the state, their 

nature, causes, and challenges differ significantly between rural and urban areas. 

These differences primarily stem from variations in livelihoods, infrastructure, and 

access to basic services. 

 

Differences in Poverty: 

Aspect Rural Uttar Pradesh Urban Uttar Pradesh 

Nature of 

Employment 

Dominated by agriculture 

and informal labor 

Informal sector, daily wage 

labor, construction, street 

vending 

Income Instability Dependent on seasonal 

farming and monsoons 

Vulnerable to economic 

shocks (e.g., lockdowns) 

Asset Ownership Landless or 

small/marginal farmers 

Migrants and slum dwellers, 

often without property 

Access to Welfare Better access to schemes 

(e.g., MGNREGA) 

Exclusion due to lack of 

documents (e.g., ration cards, 

ID) 

Multidimensional 

Poverty 

Poor education, 

sanitation, and housing 

Overcrowding, pollution, and 

informal settlements 

 

Differences in Hunger and Malnutrition: 

Aspect Rural Uttar Pradesh Urban Uttar Pradesh 

Food Availability Dependent on self-

cultivation or local 

markets 

High food prices, reliance on 

street food and processed items 

Nutrition Poor dietary diversity, 

high grain dependence 

Unbalanced diets, cheap but 

nutrient-poor food 



 

 

Child Malnutrition Maternal illiteracy, lack 

of sanitation 

High among urban poor, driven 

by overcrowding and unhygienic 

conditions 

Public Distribution 

System (PDS) 

More effective due to 

rural identification 

Exclusion and leakage due to lack 

of ration cards 

 

Underlying Causes and Challenges: 

In Rural Areas: 

• Low agricultural productivity and income instability. 

• Lack of non-agricultural employment opportunities. 

• Inadequate healthcare and education. 

• Social inequalities and caste discrimination. 

In Urban Areas: 

• High migration rates, leading to overcrowded slums. 

• Informal settlements with poor access to basic services. 

• Job insecurity and lack of social safety nets. 

• Rising cost of living. 

Way Forward: 

1. Urban Solutions: 

o Targeted food and health schemes for migrants. 

o Portable PDS (mobile ration system). 

o Urban employment guarantee schemes. 

2. Rural Solutions: 

o Agricultural diversification and skill training. 

o Nutrition-focused maternal and child health programs. 

3. Common Requirements: 

o Better beneficiary identification through robust data systems. 



 

 

o Increased investment in education, sanitation, and healthcare. 

o Improved coordination between state and local bodies. 

Conclusion: 

While poverty and hunger are common challenges in both rural and urban Uttar 

Pradesh, their nature, depth, and required solutions differ significantly. Addressing 

these issues will require region-specific strategies that acknowledge these 

vulnerabilities and support the poor through robust delivery systems and inclusive 

policies. 

 

19. Examine the challenges faced in scaling Self-Help Groups (SHGs) into large 

enterprises for serving the consumer market. What steps can be taken to 

address these challenges? 

Introduction: 

Self-Help Groups (SHGs) are community-based organizations primarily run by women 

in rural India. They have played a significant role in financial inclusion, micro-

entrepreneurship, and empowerment. However, transforming these SHGs into larger, 

consumer-facing enterprises is a challenging task. This requires targeted 

interventions in skill development, infrastructure, and market access. 

Challenges in Scaling SHGs into Large Enterprises: 

1. Limited Business and Technical Skills: 

o Most SHG members lack formal training in entrepreneurship, branding, 

packaging, and digital marketing. 

o They often operate through traditional, unorganized methods that do 

not align with modern market demands. 

2. Lack of Market Access: 

o Difficulty in connecting with urban retail chains, e-commerce platforms, 

and broader consumer markets. 

o SHG products often lack consistency in quality and design, making it 

hard to sustain in competitive markets. 

3. Financial Constraints: 

o Heavy reliance on microcredit, which is inadequate for scaling up. 



 

 

o Limited access to formal credit and working capital due to poor credit 

history and lack of collateral. 

4. Poor Infrastructure and Supply Chain: 

o Lack of cold storage, warehouses, transportation, and digital tools. 

o Weak supply chains, especially in remote areas, limit scalability. 

5. Institutional and Managerial Gaps: 

o SHGs often lack professional management and structures needed to 

transform into formal enterprises. 

o Absence of federated structures or difficulty in connecting with larger 

businesses. 

6. Regulatory and Compliance Burdens: 

o Complexities like GST registration, quality certifications (e.g., FSSAI), 

and bookkeeping discourage scaling. 

Steps to Address These Challenges: 

1. Capacity Building and Skill Development: 

o Training in enterprise management, digital literacy, financial planning, 

and product development. 

o Collaboration with NGOs, skill missions, and corporate CSR programs. 

2. Strengthening SHG Federations and Producer Companies: 

o Formation of cluster-based federations or Farmer Producer 

Organizations (FPOs) that can manage large-scale economic activities. 

o Federations can assist in collective branding, marketing, and 

compliance. 

3. Improving Access to Finance: 

o Simplified bank linkages, credit guarantee schemes, and incentives for 

investors to fund SHG-based enterprises. 

o Use of social enterprise capital and government-backed financing 

models. 

4. Market Linkages and E-commerce Integration: 



 

 

o Leveraging platforms like Amazon Saheli, Flipkart Samarth, and 

Government e-Marketplace (GeM). 

o Organizing trade fairs, exhibitions, and buyer-seller meets. 

5. Infrastructure Development: 

o Expanding common facility centers, warehousing, rural digital 

connectivity, and logistics support through schemes like PMGSY 

(Pradhan Mantri Gram Sadak Yojana), PMFME (Pradhan Mantri 

Formalization of Micro Food Processing Enterprises), and NRLM 

(National Rural Livelihood Mission). 

6. Policy and Ecosystem Support: 

o Simplifying compliance requirements for SHG-led enterprises. 

o Promoting startups under initiatives like Aatmanirbhar Bharat and 

ODOP (One District One Product). 

Conclusion: 

While SHGs have played a crucial role in grassroots empowerment, transforming 

them into large, consumer-oriented enterprises requires a multi-dimensional 

approach. This includes skill development, institutional reform, market access, and 

policy support. With the right ecosystem, SHGs can become not just agents of social 

change but also significant drivers of inclusive economic growth, particularly in rural 

India. 

 

 

20. Analyze the role of publicly funded health insurance in enhancing health 

outcomes in Uttar Pradesh.  

Introduction: 

Publicly funded health insurance schemes like the Rashtriya Swasthya Bima Yojana 

(RSBY) and Ayushman Bharat-Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana (AB-PMJAY) have 

played a critical role in improving healthcare access and financial protection in Uttar 

Pradesh (UP), India's most populous state. These programs aim to reduce out-of-

pocket expenditure (OOPE) and improve health outcomes among economically 

vulnerable populations. 

Current Coverage and Impact: 



 

 

1. Limited Insurance Penetration: 

o According to recent studies, only 16.4% of households in Uttar Pradesh 

have at least one member covered under publicly funded health 

insurance schemes. 

o This highlights a significant coverage gap, reflecting limited awareness 

and outreach. 

2. Reduction in Out-of-Pocket Expenditure (OOPE): 

o The implementation of AB-PMJAY has resulted in an average 21% 

reduction in OOPE. 

o Emergency loans for health-related expenses have reduced by 8%, 

lowering financial stress for many families. 

3. Improved Access to Healthcare Services: 

o Beneficiaries of AB-PMJAY have reported better access to timely 

treatment. 

o For instance, early detection and treatment for conditions like cancer 

have seen a 90% increase. 

Challenges in Implementation: 

1. Low Enrollment Rates: 

o Despite the availability of these schemes, a large portion of the 

population remains uninsured, indicating the need for better awareness 

and streamlined enrollment processes. 

2. Infrastructure Constraints: 

o The effectiveness of health insurance depends on the availability of 

high-quality healthcare services. 

o UP faces challenges like poorly resourced public hospitals and uneven 

distribution of registered private hospitals, especially in rural areas. 

3. Financial Sustainability: 

o Ensuring the long-term viability of these schemes requires adequate 

government funding and efficient management. 



 

 

o Lack of strong monitoring systems to prevent fraud and over-utilization 

of services. 

Strategies for Improvement: 

1. Increasing Awareness and Outreach: 

o Targeted campaigns to promote the benefits and enrollment processes 

of health insurance schemes, with a focus on rural and marginalized 

communities. 

2. Strengthening Healthcare Infrastructure: 

o Increased investment in public health facilities and incentives for private 

hospitals to set up services in remote areas. 

3. Streamlining Administrative Processes: 

o Simplifying enrollment and claims processes to reduce bureaucratic 

hurdles and encourage participation. 

4. Robust Monitoring and Evaluation: 

o Establishing strong mechanisms for service delivery monitoring, fraud 

prevention, and assessing the impact of insurance schemes on health 

outcomes. 

Conclusion: 

While publicly funded health insurance schemes have been effective in expanding 

healthcare access and providing financial protection to UP residents, there is a need 

for targeted awareness, infrastructure improvement, and simplified administrative 

processes to make them more impactful. By addressing these challenges, these 

schemes can play a critical role in improving health outcomes and strengthening 

financial security in the state. 

 


