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Key Enabilers of India’s Toy Industry
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TOYS DRIVING INDIA'S EXPORT STORY

Electronic &
Non-Electronic Toys
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Source: Ministry of Commerce and Industry

Video Game Consoles
Machines & Others

(in US$ Million) @

Festive, Carnival or Other
Entertainment Articles

137.03

TRADE
BALANCE
(Exports - Imports)
2025-26
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India, Australia move to deepen
cooperation in the Indo-Pacific

Amid geostrategic uncertainties, Prime Minister Modli, his Australian counterpart, Albanese, adopt declaration to expand

maritime security ties and defence collaboration; the countries also seal pacts on civil nuclear energy and critical minerals

Saurabh Trivedi
NEW DELHI

ndia and Australia on
l Thursday adopted a

Joint Declaration on
Defence and Security
Cooperation, committing
to significantly deepen mil-
itary engagement, streng-
then defence industrial
collaboration, and expand
maritime security coopera-
tion amid growing geostra-
tegic uncertainty in the In-
do-Pacific region. The two
countries also sealed pacts
on civil nuclear energy and
critical minerals sectors.

The declaration, adopt-
ed by Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi and his Aus-
tralian counterpart,
Anthony Albanese, out-
lines an ambitious road
map to elevate defence ties
through strategic consulta-
tions, enhanced interoper-
ability between the armed
forces, expanded military
exercises, and greater col-
laboration in  defence
science, technology, and
industrial supply chains.

A statement released by
the office of the Australian
Prime Minister mentioned
that, under the declara-
tion, the two sides agreed
to hold regular consulta-

Tactical ties: Prime Minister Narendra Modi being greeted by his Australian counterpart, Anthany
Albanese, in Melbourne on Thursday. AP

tions on defence-related
developments in the Indo-
Pacific  affecting their
shared interests, increase
the complexity of bilateral
and multilateral military
exercises, accelerate ef-
forts to improve interoper-
ability and information
sharing between their
armed forces, and expand
aircraft deployments from
each other’s territories.
The deal also envisages
deeper personnel exchang-
es through education,
training, and liaison ap-
pointments, while explor-
ing opportunities to coop-
erate in recruiting skilled
personnel for their respec-
tive defence workforces.
Mr. Modi emphasised

the importance of a free
and stable Indo-Pacific and
highlighted the growing
engagement between the
two nations in the defence
domain. “The Indo-Pacific
is not just the confluence
of two oceans. It also sym-
bolises the shared aspira-
tions of like-minded de-
mocracies like India and
Australia,” he said.

The agreement on civil
nuclear energy to facilitate
the commercial supply of
uranium from Australia to
India to fuel nuclear power
projects came nearly 12
years after the two coun-
tries inked a historic civil
nuclear cooperation pact.

“Today, we have signed
an important agreement in

the field of nuclear energy.
This will open the way for
uranium supplies from
Australia to India and give
new impetus to our clean
energy objectives,” he said.

He also announced the
launch of the Australia-In-
dia Partnership on Cyber,
Critical Technologies, and
Supply Chains and said
both sides will also work
together on a critical min-
erals corridor.

Under the provisions of
the energy security frame-
work, India and Australia
vowed to strengthen ener-
gy security by maintaining
a stable, secure and relia-
ble supply of coal, diesel,
other liquid fuels and natu-
ral gas. The two countries

VA
Azadik,
Amrit Mahotsav

&W@%ﬂﬁuﬁﬁaﬁasmu Siee Iy Refic

will implement an India-
Australia Maritime Securi-
ty Collaboration Road Map
to strengthen coordination
across the Indian Ocean
and the wider Indo-Pacific.
Both sides committed to
encouraging greater inte-
gration between their de-
fence industries, building
resilient supply chains and
expanding collaboration in
defence innovation,
science and technology.
The leaders noted that
the new declaration builds
upon the India-Australia
Joint Declaration on Secur-
ity Cooperation signed in
2009 and complements
existing institutional me-
chanisms, including the
Foreign Ministers’ Frame-
work Dialogue, 2+2 Foreign
and Defence Ministerial
Dialogue, and Defence Mi-
nisters’ Dialogue. They al-
so reiterated support for
regional institutions, in-
cluding the Indian Ocean
Rim Association, ASEAN-
led regional architecture
and the Pacific Islands Fo-
rum, describing them as
key platforms for address-
ing regional challenges.
(With inputs from PTI)

RELATED REPORT ON
» PAGE 4

Modi hails Australia’s
social media ban on
minors, signals curbs

Aroon Deep
NEW DELHI

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Thursday praised
Australia’s ban on social
media access for teenag-
ers, in the clearest indica-
tion so far that the Union
government is mulling si-
milar curbs.

“I have followed you
closely, and the way you
have legislated and worked
to protect society in IT and
social media is inspiring
the world,” Mr. Modi told
Australian Prime Minister
Anthony Albanese in re-
marks open to the press.

Australia’s Online Safety
Amendment (Social Media
Minimum Age) Act, 2024,
requires social media plat-
forms to detect and block
access to children below
the age of 16.

Union Minister of Elec-
tronics and Information
Technology, Ashwini
Vaishnaw, had confirmed
discussions for  similar
curbs in India during the
Al Impact Summit earlier
in February.

‘Right way to go”

“Certainly there is a need
for protecting our chil-
dren, protecting our socie-
ty... We are in a conversa-
tion regarding age-based
restrictions with the va-
rious social media plat-

T ST

Digital control

Several countries are following
Australia’s footsteps to curb
social media use by children
Malaysia: under-16s barred
from owning social accounts
Indonesia: minors blocked
from ‘high-risk’

platforms

France: Bill
passed to ban

social media )y
useby ' j
under-15s
forms... the right way to go
about this,” he said.

In conversations and
public remarks, officials at
the Ministry of Electronics
and Information Technolo-
gy (MeitY) have said that
India is exploring a “grad-
ed” set of restrictions that
would allow some social
media access while block-
ing some categories of con-
tent depending on the age
cohort of a minor.

It is not yet clear if the
government is planning to
bring this into action with
alaw in Parliament or with
amendments to the Infor-
mation Technology (Inter-
mediary Guidelines and
Digital Media Ethics Code)
Rules, 2021, which have
been the main legal way
for the government to in-
troduce rules for require-
ments like labelling Al-gen-
erated images.

CARES|
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Building a durable India-Australia partnership

rime Minister Narendra Modi:
P Australia this week has been big on

substance and high on optics. The
choreography is familiar now given the warmth
in the relationship: a forward-leaning leadership
interaction, a massive diaspora event and a joint
statement packed with deliverables and road
maps. The Australian government sees India as
central to its economic diversification strategy. Its
new economic road map and packed ministerial
calendar for India underwrite this intent. The
elite consensus seems bipartisan and the
convergence only growing.

Turning convergence into alignment

Yet, the harder part for most strategic
relationships is drawing the line between
convergence and alignment. The two might
sound like synonyms, but they are not.
Convergence is two countries arriving at similar
conclusions about the world for their own
reasons. Alignment is what happens when those
separate conclusions are built into matching
capal s, instits ns and habits of
engagement. India and Australia have achieved a
great deal of the first. The real test of this visit,
and of the years after it, is whether it endures by
delivering the second.

The convergence is not in doubt, and it is easy
to see why it has deepened. Both countries are
hedging against overdependence in a global order
in transition. Australia’s dependence on China,
and its alliance dependence on an unpredictable

have come under n. This
year's Lowy Institute Poll found trust in (he
United States at a record low of 31%, witha
narrow margin of Australians saying that
Canberra should distance itself from Washington
under U.S. President Donald Trump. India is
running its parallel diversification across energy
suppliers, defence platforms and critical minerals
processing, driven by a similar instinct.

New Delhi wants to limit its exposure; the Iran
and Ukraine conflicts have driven home that any
single-point dependency, however longstanding,
now a liability. No country can single-handedly
balance China or hedge against American
unpredictability. Together, and alongside
partners such as Japan, they improve their odds.
That is genuine convergence.

This visit has produced tangible evidence of
that strategic lock-in. A Joint Declaration on
Defence and Security Cooperation delivers a
memorandum of understanding (MoU) between
Australia’s Maritime Border Command and the

& SRH

Shruti Pandal:

Inaugural India Chair

at The Lowy Institute,

Sydney, Australia

Beyond warm
optics and
deepening
convergence,
India-Australia
ties face the
allenge of
converting trust
into alignment

Indian Coast Guard and adopts an India-Australia
Maritime Security Collaboration Roadmap to
address shared threat perceptions. These are
practical mechanisms that deepen
interoperability without altering the basic
character of the relationship: India remains a
trusted security partner, not an ally. On energy
security, Australian uranium has been legally
available to India since the bilateral 2014 civil
nuclear agreement, but it never actually moved
commercially, largely because India's own
nuclear liability law made foreign suppliers
ervous about exposure.

‘That changed with the SHANTI Act last
December, which reformed that ].uhlhl)' regune
The ‘on uranium has
deal lying dormant for a decade. The summit 50
launched the Australia-India Partnership on
Cyber, Critical Technologies and Supply Chains
(PACTS), while reaffirming the complimentarity
to the Australia-Canada-India Technology and
Innovation Partnership as focusing on building
resilient technology partmerships through flexible
llateral arrangements. These are examples of
alignment beginning to take institutional form.

‘There are focus areas, there are problems
But for alignment to be durable, convergence
must translate into operational overlap. This
most consequential in the Indian Ocean, a region
where Australian and Indian interests overlap
most naturally. Both are Indian Ocean states with
real stakes in the region’s sea lanes. India’s
Information Fusion Centre-Indian Ocean Region
has emerged as a key hub for ma jomain
awareness, even as Australia pays closer attention
toits western seaboard and Indian Ocean
approaches. The two navies have converged on
similar risk assessments of shadow fleets, threats
to undersea cables and coercive activity below
the threshold of conflict.

The new Coast Guard MoU and Maritime
Security Collaboration Roadmap narrow the gap
between strategic intent Jnd operational
c Yet, A s
force-structure decisions, from AUKUS (trilateral
security partnership between Australia, the
United Kingdom, and the U.: i
defence posture, remain oriented towards the
Western Pacific, while India’s strategic planners
e attention between continental

ground is real; it is simply narrower than the
political convergence sometimes suggests.
Economically, the pattern is similar. Trade has

grown sharply since the Economic Cooperation
and Trade Agreement came into force, but
industry voices behind closed doors argue that
growth sits disproportionately with large firms.
Smaller exporters on both sides remain unaware
of how to use it. Track 1.5 dialogues have flagged
this as an operationalisation gap.

The knowledge deficit is more obvious when
one looks at Australian public consciousness on
India. This year’s Lowy Poll found only 5% of
Australians expect India to be the world's most
important power a decade from now, against 54%
for China, even as trust in India remains
comparatively high. Convergence at the top has
not yet trickled down into wider awareness of
Ind trategic heft.

The diaspora opportunity

The diaspora remains the biggest opportunity to
change this, but with a caveat. Indian-origin
Australians are now the country’s largest
immigrant-born community, ahead of the
U.K.-born population for the first time. Political
leadership has celebrated the diaspora’s
contribution, and a Centre for Australia-India
Relations study finds that Australians broadly
recognise it as skilled migrants, students and
workers. But recognising the diaspora asa
cultural asset, or an electoral constituency, is not
alignment. Alignment would require translating
that diaspora leverage into a public case for why
India matters economically to the average
Anslrauan It would require ulsulnmunalnsnm, the

Australian Small and Medium-sized I'_m.erpnyes
navigate Indian regulatory and business culture,
and vice versa, rather than leaving that work to
individual champions. It would also mean
untangling the mobility of Indian professionals
from Australia’s increasingly fraught migration
politics.

Mr. Modi's has provided fresh ballast for
these conversations about the future of the
India-Australia partnership. His message on
Australian Pension funds investing in India
particularly resonated in the room when he said
India would not just treat them as capital but as a
marker of strategic trust imposed by Australian
families in India. These statements matter
because they build the broader public
consciousness of India as a trusted partner for
the future. Convergence got India and Australia to
the table; it is these steps that institutionalise
engagement incrementally that build alignment
that endures.



https://gamma.app/?utm_source=made-with-gamma

Ageaqol T2

FeTeTAS| g Fgl Pl 8-10 SIS 2026 1 STEICAT AT ZIRTeT

947?33#?377??‘@'5172%‘ =T s FAgcayof FAIS 3T TINT &3

7T fog § TR &

l T OF JRZT (Defence & Security)
Joint Declaration on Defence and Security Cooperation
(IDDSC) W FETER|

. IS eI & T TEANT, I I, TR JRYT, HTihare-eft
W@W;i;?ﬁ fea-gena (lna’o Pacn%) &5 # ?7733?37?‘)‘5’27?)7?

o JE A AT TR TN AH TEAT I IR FAGT AR T
fofofar forem aram)

2. Maritime Security Collaboration Roadmap

. THG JRYT & oI TF Maritime Security Collaboration
Roadmap (MSCR) 379718 T5)

- A I=AAT JTAT AT (Information Shar/ng) ?3'97;7' IGEIGITE
(Mar/t/me Domain Awareness) 3717 e W?W TEANT
g&r U &R f3ar arm

3. 7w Aafd (Civil Nuclear Agreement)
o 2014 F TRT-STRIAT ST AT FHSIS F oA I F
1o Adwministrative Arrangement 3‘77%97 T feAT 17|

ORI JRIrAT IF 5RT BT Qifauyt 3FeAY & AT FRfAAH Ht

ST T IeTT T EF AT

4. Fott JIgT (Energy Security)
* India—Australia Joint Statement on Energy Security o3t
fobt arm)

. 2R N I LNG, TRURS FeTl, YA Sedl i T FHoth
(Clean Energy) & TEHNT W T fovfar o)

S. Critical Miverals aﬂv Clean Energy

. @@W FIFoT, W&?ﬁf fAeRe ﬁ?? Critical Miverals &1
m el HAGT T U AL

. I EIREIeT, AR FaaT AR ST FAFRT FeAT Y 7 T
g&Is &1 TN ) TS

6. anmvaﬂ?ﬁa)?r
2022 @ Economic Cooperation and Trade Agreement (ECTA)
@I AT T Comprehensive Economic Cooperation
Agreement (CECA) &1 T & Jft erer uv T@wfal

. a@ﬁmaﬁeﬁ?:ﬁwﬁwb 500 fRferarar (e1aTsTaT
F2,800 FAT A 31fdap) & fAaer FH v B TS

7. grenfaett sy Al
« PO gigar (A1), Rfdizer aadie, 5o FRET 3117 I3R!
3 TGN SETT FT AT T AT



https://gamma.app/?utm_source=made-with-gamma

Ageaqol T2

Monsoon has covered the entire country, a day later than normal, says IMD

Jacob Koshy
NEW DELHI

The southwest monsoon
covered the entire country
on Thursday, a day later
than its normal date, after
advancing into the remain-
ing parts of the north Ara-
bian Sea, Rajasthan, Ha-
ryang, and Punjab, India
Meteorological  Depart:
ment (IMD) officials said.
The nationwide cover-
age came 35 days after the
monsoon reached Kerala

on June 5. While the ad-
vance was slower than in
recent years, the July 9
date s not unusual histori-
cally.

Since 1971, the monsoon
has covered the country on
dates ranging from June 16
in 2013 to August 15 in
2002, according to IMD
data.

The monsoon’s progress
has accelerated over the
past week, accompanied
by widespread heavy rain-
fall across several parts of

the country.

Delhi and the National
Capital Region received sig-
nificant rainfall overnight
and on Thursday, causing
waterlogging and traffic
disruptions in  several
areas.

The recent wet spell, ho-
wever, does not necessari-
ly indicate how rainfall will
evolve through the rest of
the month.

The IMD has forecast
below-normal rainfall for
the country as a whole in

heavy spell of rain in New Delhi on Thursday. SUSHIL KUMAR VERMA

July, defined as less than  erage, even as some parts
94% of the long-period av-  of northwest and north-

east India, east-central In-
diaand the eastern penin-
sula may receive normal to
above-normal rainfall. July
receives the highest rain-
fall among the monsoon
months and is critical for
agriculture,

India’s current mon-
soon rainfall deficit stands
at 15%, a sharp improve-
ment from 38% on June 30,

Historical data show no
simple relationship bet-
ween the date of nation-
wide monsoon coverage

and the eventual June-Sep-
tember rainfall.

However, some promi-
nent E1 Nifio years associat-
ed with deficient mon-
soons also saw delayed
coverage.

In 2002, one of India’s
most Severe  monsoon
drought years, the mon-
soon covered the country
only on August 15, the lat-
est date in the 19712025 re-
cord.

In 2009, another major
drought year, coverage was

completed on July 3, while
in 2015t occurred relative-
Iy early, on June 26.

The contrasting dates
underline that the speed of
the monsoon’s geographi-
cal advance is not, by itself,
a reliable indicator of sea-
sonal rainfall.

El Nifo can weaken
monsoon circulation and
affect the amount and dis-
tribution of rainfall even af-
ter the monsoon has for-
mally covered the entire
country.

YouTube Homework

Q El-nino
 La-Nina
O MJ0
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Gujarat launches data centre
policy, targets X6 lakh crore
investments, 7.5 GW capacity

Abhinay Deshpande
AHMEDABAD

Seeking to position itself as
India’s preferred destina-
tion for hyperscale data
centres, cloud computing
and artificial intelligence
(Al)-driven digital infras-
tructure, the Gujarat go-
vernment on Thursday un-
veiled its first-ever Data
Centre Policy (2026-29),
targeting investments of 36
lakh crore and the creation
of 7.5 gigawatts (GW) of data
centre capacity over the
policy period.

The policy, launched by
Chief Minister Bhupendra
Patel in Gandhinagar, offers
a wide range of fiscal and
non-fiscal incentives, in-
cluding capital subsidy, in-
terest subsidy, power tariff
support, reimbursement of
State GST (SGST), exemp-
tion from stamp duty and
registration charges, and fi-
nancial assistance for cap-

POLICY ;
New beginning: Chief Minister Bhupendra Patel during the launch
of Gujarat Data Centre Policy in Gandhinagar. x/@CMOGUJ

tive desalination plants to
meet the sector’s high wa-
ter requirements.

‘Preferred destination’

The new policy aims to
make Gujarat a preferred
destination for data centre
investments and help it
compete with established
hubs such as Telangana,
Maharashtra and Tamil Na-
du. “Gujarat is the first
State to bring this policy.
We are confident it will at-
tract investments of 6 lakh

crore, create 7.5 GW of data
centre capacity and gener-
ate significant employ-
ment,” Chief Secretary M.K.
Das said.

The government said the
policy has been designed to
capitalise on the rapid
growth of Al, cloud com-
puting, digital payments, e-
commerce, electronics ma-
nufacturing and other data-
intensive sectors, while
strengthening Gujarat’s po-
sition in India’s digital
economy.
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Australia announces repatriation of three
antiquities taken from Tamil Nadu temples

R. Sivaraman
CHENNAI

Australia will repatriate
three ancient artefacts sto-
len from temples in Tamil
Nadu, including a Chola-
era bronze trident, a gra-
nite Nandi idol and a Kar-
thikeya sculpture, in a
move announced during
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s visit to the country.

The Union Ministry of
Culture said in a press
statement, “In a profound
testament to the civilisa-
tional resonance anchor-
ing modern diplomacy,
Australia is set to repatriate
three culturally significant
ancient antiquities to In-
dia. These artefacts in-
clude a ceremonial bronze
trident of Goddess Bhadra-
kali, a majestic granite idol
of Nandi, and a basalt
sculpture depicting the six-
headed Karthikeya” All
these items date back to
the 1ith and 12th Centuries
and  were  originally
sourced from temples in
Tamil Nadu. The official

Precious legacy: A Nandi sculpture, a Karthikeya (Shanmukha) idol and a Bhadrakali trident are among
the antiquities that are to be returned. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

announcement of the repa-
triation coincides with
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi‘s visit to Australia,
further emphasising the
strong cultural alignment
between the two nations,
the Ministry said.

The three antiguities,
currently housed in the Na-
tional Gallery of Australia,
are being repatriated un-
der the Mutual Legal Assis-
tance Treaty (MLAT) after
investigations by the Tamil
Nadu Idol Wing CID esta-
blished that they had been
removed from temples in
Tamil Nadu and trafficked

overseas.

Commenting on the re-
patriation of the idols, S.
Vijaya Kumar, cultural en-
thusiast and co-founder of
India Pride, said the return
of these three artefacts
marks the conclusion of a
process that should have
happened many years ago.

More than a decade has
passed since the National
Gallery of Australia’s inde-
pendent provenance re-
view by former High Court
Justice Susan Crennan AC
identified significant short-
comings in the provenance
of these objects. The re-

view concluded that the
ownership histories of two
idols did not establish law-
ful export from India.

The Bhadrakali Trident
was acquired from Temple
Gallery, New York, with a
provenance tracing owner-
ship only to Dr. P.S. Rao,
Chennai, before entering
the gallery in 1993. Justice
Crennan concluded that
this ownership history did
not establish that the ob-
ject had been legally ex-
ported. It has now been
identified as originating
from Sri Kasi Viswanatha
Swamy Temple, Kolluman-

gudi, Tiruvarur district.

The Stone Nandi was
purchased from Carlton
Rochell Asian Art based on
an elaborate provenance
claiming that Mexican di-
plomat Mario Calderon
had assembled the sculp-
ture in Goa before it passed
through inheritance to Pe-
dro Silva Villasenor in Mex-
ico. The Crennan Review
found that this ownership
chain was not convincingly
corroborated, and subse-
quent investigation identi-
fied the sculpture as origi-
nating from the temple in
Tamil Nadu.

The Karthikeya (Shan-
mukha) followed a prove-
nance similar to the Bha-
drakali Trident, again
relying upon ownership
through Dr. P.S. Rao and
Temple Gallery. Justice
Crennan’s review conclud-
ed that there was insuffi-
cient evidence to establish
a lawful export from India.
It has now been identified
as originating from Naga-
nathaswamy Temple, Ma-
nambadi, Thanjavur.

YouTube Homework

O Dancing Girl
 Raja Ravi Verma
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NDA-ruled States, universities object
to centralisation provisions in VBSA

Andhra Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh, Meghalaya among States to raise concerns over the Centre’s powers; universities seek

safeguards, parliamentary monitoring; BHU warns that Bill could turn an independent regulator into arm of the Union govt.

Sobhana K. Nair

Abhinay Lakshman
NEW DELHI

DA-ruled States, in-
N cluding Andhra Pra-

desh, Madhya Pra-
desh, and Meghalaya, have
raised concerns over provi-
sions in the Viksit Bharat
Shiksha Adhishthan Bill,
2025, warning a parlia-
mentary panel that the
proposed legislation would
centralise powers over
higher education
regulation.

The Bill proposes a
structural overhaul of high-
er education in the coun-
try, by repealing the statu-
tory Acts governing the
University Grants Commis-
sion (UGC), the All India
Council for Technical Edu-
cation (AICTE), and the Na-
tional Council for Teacher
Education (NCTE) and re-
placing them with a single
apex body called the Viksit
Bharat Shiksha Adhishthan
(VBSA).

The Bill is currently un-
der review by a joint parlia-
mentary committee head-
ed by BJP MP D.
Purandeswari. The Hindu
accessed submissions
made to the parliamentary
panel, which is in the final
stages of preparing its
report.

Apart from State govern-
ments, Central and State
universities and institutes
have also criticised the Bill,
raising concerns over the
Centre’s expanded pow-
ers, the absence of State re-
presentation in the pro-
posed regulatory
structure, ambiguities in
its scope, and the transi-
tion process following the
winding up of the UGC,

The Bill proposes an overhaul of higher education by repealing the
statutory Acts governing the UGC, the AICTE, and the NCTE and
replacing them with a single apex body. SUSHIL KUMAR VERMA

AICTE, and NCTE.

Bypassing States
Some of the strongest ob-
jections came from Andhra
Pradesh, which is ruled by
the Telugu Desam Party, a
BJP ally. The State argued
that several provisions of
the Bill could render its le-
gislative authority over
higher education “a dead
letter” and sought manda-
tory consultation before
decisions affecting State
universities are taken. The
State  also  cautioned
against Clause 11 that al-
lows the Regulatory Coun-
cil to bypass State universi-
ties in granting degrees,
saying it could lead to
“constitutional friction”.

The State government
further suggested a clause
explicitly preventing the
Centre from taking action
prejudicial to the autono-
my, functioning, and go-
vernance of State institutes
and universities.

BJP-ruled Madhya Pra-
desh has also raised con-
cerns over what it de-

scribed as limited State
representation in the pro-
posed regulatory council.

The Meghalaya govern-
ment — led by the National
People’s Party, which is a
BJP ally — recommended
an explicit provision defin-
ing the respective powers
of the Centre and the
States. It proposed that the
Centre be responsible for
coordination, standards,
accreditation, and quality
assurance, while States re-
tain authority over the es-
tablishment, governance,
administration, staffing, fi-
nancing, and overall func-
tioning of State
universities.

Key vulnerability

Central universities and in-
stitutes such as the Banaras
Hindu University (BHU),
the Central University of
Rajasthan and the Indian
Institute of Information
Technology (IIT), Chit-
toor, as well as State un-
iversities in Assam, Maha-
rashtra, and Jammu and
Kashmir, have objected to

provisions that they say
could increase
centralisation.

Several institutions told
the panel that clauses re-
quiring the new regulatory
structure to follow direc-
tions from the Centre re-
presented the Bill's “most
critical vulnerability”.

While some universities
cautioned that dismantling
the UGG, AICTE, and NCTE
simultaneously could
cause “significant institu-
tional disruption”, others
argued that the Bill con-
centrated regulatory pow-
ers and created the possi-
bility of “arbitrary
interventions”. Institutions
called for phased imple-
mentation, parliamentary
oversight of powers exer-
cised by the Centre under
the Bill, and mandatory
notice and consultation
with States before such
powers are invoked.

BHU noted that Clause
45 gives finality to the
Centre’s policy directions
and binds the VBSA to
them, “effectively subordi-
nating the regulator to the
executive”, while Clause 47
empowers the Centre to
supersede the VBSA and
dissolve it. The university
told the panel that these
provisions risked turning
an independent regulator
into “an arm of the govern-
ment of the day”.

Clause 45 empowers the
Centre to issue binding
policy directions to the
Commission, gives it the fi-
nal say on what constitutes
a policy matter, and allows
it to assign additional func-
tions. Clause 47 allows the
Centre to suspend or su-
persede the Commission
or its councils for up to a

year. IIIT Chittoor said a
possible implication of
Clause 45 was the expan-
sion of Centre’s influence
across the three councils
proposed under the struc-
ture, which could end up
shaping institutional aca-
demic operations. SNDT
Women’s University, Pune,
said that without checks
and balances, consultation
and parliamentary over-
sight, the provisions could
lead to “excessive
centralisation”.

Fee escalation
Congress-ruled Telangana
said the Bill's structure
does not adequately recog-
nise the role of State go-
vernments. It sought the
deletion of Clause 11, which
empowers the Union go-
vernment-backed Regula-
tory Council to authorise
independent  accredited
colleges to grant degrees
directly, bypassing the
State governments. It also
argued that the Bill neither
empowers the Regulatory
Council to regulate fees
nor preserves the existing
framework, potentially al-
lowing fee escalation.

Telangana’s Higher Edu-
cation Department de-
scribed Clause 45 as the
“single most centralising
clause” in the Bill, calling it
a “selfjudging clause” that
gives the Centre the final
authority in disputes with
councils under the VBSA
framework.

The department argued
that the provision expand-
ed Central authority over
the structure without
granting States corres-
ponding powers over mat-
ters relating to their own
universities.

YouTube Homework
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Why more Indian couples are
being diagnosed with secondary infertility

Analyses of Indias National Family Health Survey data show secondary infertility rose from roughly 195% in the early 1990s to about 286% by 2015-2016 — close to a doubling in a
single

there are multiple factors that are contributing to this including age-related issues and changes in the body b

the first and the second child

Ri hukla

few weeks ago, a couple sat in

six-year-old waiting at hmw feel silly
taking your time, doctor,” the mother
said. “We have one child. Everyone keeps
telling us to just be grateful.” And then,
quietly, she started to cry.

1 have heard that phnse “at least you
have one” — more times than I can count.
It is almost always meant kindly. It almost
always lands like a door being shut. And it
is one of the reasons the couples I see
struggling to conceive a second time carry
their grief so silently,

Understanding the condition

The condition has a name: secondary
infertility ~ the difficulty conceiving or
carrying a pregnancy after you have
already had a baby. For years it was
brushed aside as a non-problem. The
numbers say otherwise.

Analyses of India’s National Family
Health Survey data show secondary
infertility rose from roughly 19.5% in the
early 1990s to about 28.6% by 2015 -2016
~ close to a doubling in a single
generation. It is now one of the most
common reasons a “previously fertile”
couple walks in, bewildered. “We didn’t
even try the first time,” they say. “Why is
it so hard now?"

Part of the answer is the calendar. A
generation ago, most couples
finished their families in their
twenties. Today a first baby
often arrives at the age of 31
or 32 - after the degree,

Jjob, the EMI, the move to a rented flatin a
i

city.

By the time life finally feels “ready” for
asecond child, the mother may be
36 or 38, and fertility, unfairly, does not
wait for our life plans. Egg numbers and
quality fall with every passing year; clinics
in cities including Delhi/NCR, Bengaluru,
Mumbai and others, have reported a
sharp rise in women seeking help only
after the age of 35.

But age is just one thread. In the years
between the first and second child,
bodies change. Weight creeps up. The
thyroid quietly slips. As many as one in
five Indian women now lives with
Polyendocrine Metabolic Ovarian
Syndrome (PMOS), which tends to worsen
with time. A Caesarean section may have
left adhesions; an old, untreated infection
may have scarred a fallopian tube. And —
this matters — the problem is very often
on the man's side. Sperm counts fall with
weight, stress, smoking and even the
polluted air so many of us breathe. Yet in
my experience, Indian men will wait
years longer than their wives before
agreeing to a simple semen test,
convinced that “we already havea child,
soit can't be me.”

Layered over all of this is something

Secondary
have already had a baby. GETTY IMaGES

newer: our phones. Social media has, in
many ways, been a gift for fertility

awareness. Couples now arrive far better
informed than a decade ago; the taboo is

whispered about. But scroll through any
feed and you also meet the other side
~ an unending stream of “Baby

No. 2!" announcements, and

- picture-perfect siblings.

For a woman in her

o fourth month of

trying, or
recovering from
asecond

that scroll is a slow bruise. The
‘comparison is relentless - and so is the
family WhatsApp group where an aunt
asks ymagam,whenlhe‘goodnm is
ming. | have also watched social media
do ‘harm the other way: glossy reels
promising IVF “success in one cycle,” or
‘home remedies that a couple to
dclay pmp:r Irﬁlngbya year they cannot

Telling the truth
So what do | tell the couple crying in my
room? First, that their pain is real
and they are allowed to feel it.
Wanting a sibling for the child you
adore is not ingratitude; it is love asking

Egg numbers and quality fall

with every passing year; clinics
in cities including Delhi/National
Capital Region, Bengaluru,
Mumbai and others, have
reported a sharp rise in women
seeking help only after

the age of 35

for a little more room. Second, that this is

amedical condition, not a moral verdict —
nota punlshmem not nazar, not

did wrong. Third, that

timing maners lfa ‘woman is under the
age of 35 and has tried for a year, or over
the age of 35 and has tried for six months,
both partners ~ together - should be
evaluated. Do not let the calendar run,
out of politeness.

And I tell them the truth about hope,
honestly. Modern fertility care helps a
great many couples in exactly this
situation, and IVF succeeds for many
even in their late thirties and forties. But I
will never promise a guaranteed
outcome, and I would gently warn anyone
against a clinic that does. What I can
promise is a clear answer and a plan.

1f there is one thing 1 wish more of us

, it is this: the woman who
*“already has one” may be quietly grieving
a child who simply has not arrived yet.

She does not need to be reminded how
lucky she is. She needs to be asked how
she is. Often the most healing thing a
family member, a friend - or a doctor —
«can do is stop offering gratitude as a cure,
and simply listen.

(Dr. Richika Sahay Shukla is co-founder

and medical director, India IVF Fertility.

director@indiaivfin)
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Far from over

Iran and the US. must address the trust
deficit for their talks to progress
l t took only 20 days for the U.S.-Iran memo-

randum of understanding (MoU), which

promised to extend the ceasefire by 60 days
and launch talks about outstanding issues, in-
cluding Iran’s nuclear programme, to start unra-
velling. On Tuesday night, the U.S. carried out
sweeping air strikes in Iran after three tankers
were attacked in the Strait of Hormug. Iran struck
American bases in Kuwait and Bahrain after
which Mr. Trump declared that the ceasefire was
over. While he is known for making exaggerated
claims, the current crisis poses the biggest chal-
lenge to the peace process since the June 17 MoU.
The crisis did not emerge overnight. From the
outset, the agreement had three major sticking
points — Israel’s war in Lebanon; Iran’s access to
its frozen funds and the status of the Strait of Hor-
muz. Tehran sees Israel’s refusal to withdraw
from southern Lebanon, along with Washing-
ton’s push for a parallel trilateral framework in-
volving the U.S., Lebanon and Israel, as violations
of the spirit of the MoU. And, despite talks, Iran
has yet to get access to its frozen funds. Finally,
Iran appears determined to assert control over
the Strait. It has opened a “safe passage route”
along its coast, while the U.S. is backing an alter-
native route along Oman’s coast.

Iran fears that the U.S. is trying to strip away
the leverage it established over the Strait during
the war by promoting an alternative route. The
U.S. does not want Iran to emerge as the sole cus-
todian of a strategic waterway. These conflicting
positions trigger skirmishes, further undermin-
ing the MoU. What Mr. Trump, who senses stra-
tegic defeat, is trying to do is to mount economic
and military pressure on Tehran to change its po-
sition on the Strait. He can continue his air cam-
paign, but his years-long maximum pressure and
40 days of bombing have done little to alter Iran’s
negotiating positions. If he returns to war over
Hormuz, Iran’s stance on its nuclear programme
— still unaddressed — would only get hardened. If
war resumes, it would be bad news for the whole
West Asia region and the entire global economy.
Mr. Trump is at a strategic dead end, and instead
of digging deeper, should stick to his way-out
road map — the MoU. An obstacle in the peace
process is the complete absence of trust. Mr.
Trump’s public tirades and abuses against Iran’s
leadership and hyperbolic threats, which are de-
tached from ground realities, are not helping his
cause. Equally, if Iran continues targeting com-
mercial vessels, it risks being seen as an aggressor
rather than a victim. Both sides should address
the trust deficit, resolve the sticking points in the
MoU and begin serious talks about the outstand-
ing issues for a final settlement.


https://gamma.app/?utm_source=made-with-gamma

Ageaqol T2

SIR in Manipur is a pathway to exclusion

anipur is one of the States covered

under Phase I1I of the Special

Intensive Revision (SIR) of electoral

rolls being implemented by the
Election Commission of India (ECI) currently. The
SIR has already drawn adverse criticism from civil
society organisations and the Opposition,
particularly after the recent Bihar and West
Bengal elections, due to its hasty,
disproportionate and summary deletion of voters
from voters’ lists, resulting in the
disenfranchisement of large sections of politically
“undesirable” communities and voters. Concerns
have been expressed by informed citizens about
the lack of transparency and often blatant bias of
the State and the ruling party in relation to the
SIR, and its relationship with the planned
delimitation, the 2029 elections and perhaps
even an oddly timed Census. These concerns
apply to Manipur as well. In addition, there are
features of the situation in Manipur that are little
known outside — and even within — the State,
making the implementation of the SIR in Manipur
even more egregious.

Fractured social fabric

First, Manipur has been in the throes of an
intense ethnic conflict involving the majority
Meiteis (54% of the population, inhabiting the
dense Imphal Valley), the Kuki-Zo peoples (15%,
inhabiting the surrounding hills) and, more
recently, the Manipuri Nagas (26%, mainly in the
northern part of Manipur). It has resulted in over
260 deaths in pogroms, attacks, and retaliatory
violence; displaced some 60,000 people within
and outside Manipur; led to the burning of
hundreds of villages and places of worship; and
witnessed unimaginable atrocities, including
beheadings, dismemberment, and rapes as forms
of collective punishment, disproportionately
inflicted on the Kuki-Zo.

It has led to a demand by the Kuki-Zo for a
‘Separate Administration’ for themselves — and
an equally stout opposition by the Meiteis to it —
while many Manipuri Nagas led by the National
Socialist Council of Nagalim (Isak-Muivah), or
NSCN-IM, remain committed to their decades old
demand for integration of Naga-inhabited areas in
a sovereign ‘Nagalim’. Many are backed by
political, militant and proscribed insurgent
groups of diverse persuasions.

Three years after the start of the conflict, not a
single case of violence has been brought to book
through the courts. An Inquiry Commission

Gautam

Mukhopadhaya

Former Ambassador
of India to Myanmar,
Afghanistan and
Syria, and engaged in
issues facing the
northeast of India

Manipur's
Special
Intensive
Revision of
electoral rolls
risks deepening
exclusion amid
ethnic conflict,
displacement,
and identity
challenges

formed by the Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA)
has yet to present its report. Thousands of
internally displaced persons languish in camps
with little relief.

Ethnic divisions have worsened and spread.
Long-standing Naga-Kuki hostilities have been
added to the three-year-old Meitei-Kuki conflict
marked by the burning of villages (mostly Kuki),
ambushes, and recently in May, the killing of
three Thadou-Kuki pastors, and, in retaliation,
tit-for-tat hostage-taking and the horrific killing of
six Nagas in Kuki custody that has in turn set off a
full economic blockade of Kangpokpi district. In
response, State and central security forces have
appeared passive, paralysed and at times, biased.

The conduct of the State government has been
widely viewed as partisan, but the role of the
Centre and even courts cannot be said to be
above board. Conducting the SIR under these
conditions, under a pretence of normalcy, is
inexplicable.

Narratives driving electoral exclusion
Second, unlike the rest of the country, where the
SIR is being driven by the central government
through the ECI with the partisan support of the
ruling party, in Manipur the demand to “cleanse”
the State of alleged “illegal migrants” — a code
word for Kukis — is in line with perceptions of
politically radicalised Meiteis and Manipuri
Nagas, who together constitute about 80% of the
population. These allegations have no basis in
Census figures for over a century, and are based
on recent distortions of history, fake narratives
and loud propaganda that feed directly into the
SIR exercise. They create a very negative
environment for a fair SIR, particularly in mixed
areas, that is itself, ipso facto, biased against
certain communities.

Third, there are several features peculiar to the
Kukis themselves that lend themselves to their
victimisation by the SIR. The first reason is that
close to 50,000 Kuki-Zo remain displaced and
scattered in Manipur and outside. There does not
seem to be any provision in place for their fair
enumeration.

The second reason is that together with their
displacement, many are known to have lost many
of their identity, residence, election, education
and other documents that could have helped
establish their voter credentials. There are visual
records of Kuki-Zo educational certificates,
Aadhaar cards, and driving licences in Imphal
being destroyed after the violence of May 2023.

The third reason is that customary naming
systems — where names are derived from the last
syllable of complex parental names, nicknames
often substitute formal names, and names are
converted from tribal names to English
orthography — create vast scope “logical
discrepancies”, making people far more
vulnerable to exclusion than in States such as
West Bengal. Possibly, more than 90% of Kuki-Zo
people are unlikely to be able to produce a single,
consistent spelling of their own names, let alone
maintain consistency across generations.

The fourth reason is that by some historical
anomaly, Manipuri tribals, both Kuki-Zo and
Naga, do not enjoy Sixth Schedule status,
although they enjoy some measure of autonomy
under Article 371C and very weak Autonomous
Councils.

This served them well during periodic bouts of
violence and displacement, most recently during
the Naga-Kuki violence of the 1990s, which again
disproportionately affected the Kukis. Village
chiefs and local authorities were then able to
certify the identities of villagers under their
jurisdiction. Such arrangements are unlikely to be
recognised in the present exercise and prevailing
atmosphere.

Finally, the Kuki-Zo leadership appears, for
some reason, unaware of the nature, motivations,
and implications of the SIR exercise. They seem
to believe, perhaps naively, that as Indian citizens
who have lived here all their lives and in
possession of necessary documents, including
voter ID cards, they have nothing to fear, and that
opposing the exercise would amount to an
admission of guilt. The dangers of the SIR now
appear to be dawning on them, with some
Kuki-Zo civil society organisations issuing
statements highlighting its shortcomings,
although opposition has yet to take a political
form.

Safeguarding belonging

A nationwide SIR is now a fait accompli following
the ruling by the Supreme Court of India in its
favour. However, the process can still be made
fairer and more sensitive to the risks of exclusion.
Unless measures are adopted to limit its potential
harm, by 2029 we may see a pathway to
statelessness not only for the Kuki-Zo but also for
other tribal communities in the Northeast, with
their plight obscured amid the broader exclusion
and disenfranchisement of Muslims labelled as
“illegal migrants™.
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SIR (Special Intensive Revision) AT &7
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Election Commission of India (ECI)
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Why is the Centre revising the NFSA?

Why has the Centre proposed changing AAY foodgrain entitlements? How will the proposed amendment affect households? Why are Tamil Nadu and Kerala
opposing? Could the amendment widen regional disparities in foodgrain allocation?

EXPLAINER

The story so far:
n July 6, Tamil Nadu Chief
Minister C. Joseph Vijay urged
the Centre to retain the
present provision of 35 kg of
foodgrains per household per month
under the Antyodaya Anna Yojana (AAY)
‘meant for the poorest of the poor, and
not to make it a per capita system. The
next day, the CPI(M) Polit Bureau voiced
its concern and demanded that the
proposed amendment to the entitlement
criteria be dropped. About 10 days ago,
mmed:zxely after the Union government
public its plan to amend
National Food Security Act (NFSA),
Kerala's Food Minister Anoop Jacob
expressed reservations over the move.

What is the amendment mooted?
On June 24, the Union Food and Public
Distribution (F&PD) Department, while
pnmshmz dmﬁ amendment Bill to the
person belonging to AAY
lmuseholds Mhl.ld be entitled to seven kg
of foodgrains per month, subject to a
maximum of 35 kg per household per

b

THE GIST
Grains of debate 5
he C Food y that foodgrain all der the The G
Yojana could fall for many households in the southern States amending the NFSA to change

-
-
-
e
-
-
=
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=
=
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-

month. At present, thy is for
the entire household with a ceiling of 35
kg per month. The proposed amendment
covers the first proviso to sub-section (1)
of Section 3 (Right to receive foodgrains at
subsidised prices by persons belonging to
eligible households) of the Act. The public
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a higher per-capita entitlement, whereas.
larger households receive a lower

the periods in question were not being
switin handiing the ice shortage.Since

“The existing household-based
entitlement, though intended as a

per-capita entitlement, which may fall
- .
p

‘households.

The aim and purpose are to remove
intra-category inequities, provide for
‘more rational foodgrain allocation, and
better align entitlements with nutritional
requirements, a note prepared by the
department said.

However, the proposed amendment
does not seek to address the inclusion of
ineligible persons as beneficiaries, a
problem that persists at the State level.

What is the story behind the two
southern States’ opposition?
lllsnm(urﬂwﬁmdmeﬂmmuwn

are articulating their opposition to
nmms concerning the food policy, as
contemporary political history has
an important ingredient — the politics of
food. Kerala, which has a long history of
the public distribution system (PDS)
dating back to the now-abolished princely
State of Travancore, introduced informal
Iood distribution mcdumsms to mmga(e

food shortage of the

vulnemble. and was pemaps lhe first to

Corporation of India (FCI). At least on two
accasions - 1952 and 1967 ~ Tamil Nadu
saw political upsets, the incumbent
regime getting reduced to a minority in
1952 and being shown the door (in 1967).
‘The reason was that the governments of

‘hief Minis f the
Sme Thave been cautious in taking
decisions with regard to the subject of
ice.

It was no wonder that the two States
were vociferous in their stand in the
run-up to the formulation of the NFSA.
Though the Congress-led United
Democratic Front (UDF) took charge in

measure for the most
vnlnerahlc families, results in

significant inequities depending
upon the size of the household®

be eligible to receive free rice. Eventually,
she extracted a major concessionfom

2011 in Kerala, the did not
agree to the implementation of the 2013
law ~ an Act of Parliament — despite the
Congress-led United Progressive Alliance
regime at the Centre pushing the
legislation. The main reservation it had
was that the NFSA would lead to the
removal of a “large number of |

families” from the list of beneficiaries and
put an “enormous financial burden” on
the State. However, the then Chief
Minister, Gommen Chandy, at one point
in time, committed himself to the
enforcement of the law in his State,
though it was left to his successor,
Pinarayi Vijayan, to take the formal

decision.
In Tamil Nadu, Jayalalithaa, as Chief
Minister, virulently opposed the law

that

zllocanons as they stood in 2013, for all

the States would be legally safeguarded.
Hence, it was no surprise that the two

would cause a fall in the monthly
allocation of foodgrains from 65,261
tonnes to 42,040 tonnes, stated that the
number of AAY cardholders below the
family size of five members is 15.75 lakh
(out of a total of 18.64 lakhs), covering
58.51 lakh beneficiaries (total: 69.27
lakhs). “Rice provided to the AAY
cardholders is a staple ingredient of all
three meals of the day and cannot be
substituted with any other commodity
from the open market, resulting in
substantial out of pocket expenses,” he

said.
Besldes Anuradha Talwar, a

southern nei joined the rest of the
country in November 2016 in
implementing the law.

‘Why are Tamil Nadu and Kerala

v of the Right to Food
Campaign, said that the amendment
would bring a “North-South dlvide" in
foodgrain allocation, as families
northern States would get hmr
llocati their average family size

opposing to NFSA?
Explaining how Kerala would be affected
by the latest move, Mr. Jacob has pointed
out that States such as his, characterised
by nuclear families, will be at a
disadvantage as there will be a reduction
in the quantity of free foodgrains for
families with fewer than five members. He
has recalled that even in 2013, when the
law took effect, his State took the stand

because immediately after she came to l)ul lhe AAY caldluﬂders deserved
power in May 2011, her ion,” a position that it
suned the distribution of nm free loau conunnes “As a consumption State, any
the their | cutin Keralas allocation is a matter of

economic status. She had crmnsed (he
government for stating that those who
would be left out of the NFSA would not

concern,” Mr. Jacob stated.
Mr. Vijay, who referred in his letter to
Mr. Modi about how the amendment

was bigger than that of the southern
States.

What is the way forward?
Ideally, such a change should have been
subjected to greater pubhc scrutiny to
arrive at a consensus, However, T.
Sadagopan, president, Tanul Nadu
Progressive Consumer Centre and veteran
activist who served on the State
government’s panels on food, suggests
that the Centre chalk out a middle path by
‘making the allocation of 30 kg per family,
irrespective of family members. This
would help the Union government to cut
down its subsidy bill.

AAY foodgrain entitlements
from a household-based
‘system to a per capita
allocation of 7 kg per person,
subject to a maximum of 35 kg
per household, to address
inequities in the existing
system.

v

Tamil Nadu and Kerala have
oppased the proposal, arguing.
that it will reduce foodgrain
allocations for households with
fewer than five members and
Increase the burden on poor
families, particularly in States
with predominantly nuclear
families.

v

Wihile the Centre says the
amendment will make
foodgrain distribution more
equitable, citics wam it could
widen regional disparities, and
some have suggested a middle
path of a fixed 30 kg allocation
per household.
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Al poses arelatively lower
risk to India’s GCC jobs: CEA

Nageswaran says most of Indias Global Capability Centres are engaged in cutting-edge work

rather than providing low-cost support, which is what Al can easily and cheaply replace

T.C.A. Sharad Raghavan
NEW DELHI

ty Centres (GCCs) are
not just low-cost sup-
port in a new form, but are
areas where cutting edge
work is taking place, Chief
Economic Adviser (CEA) V.
Anantha Nageswaran said
on Thursday. As such,
these GCC jobs are also ata
relatively lower risk of be-
ing replaced by Artificial
Intelligence (AI), he added.
However, the CEA did
warn against the dangers
of complacency, saying
that other countries are al-
ready copying India’s
model.

lndia’s Global Capabili-

“It is cutting edge and
increasingly so,” Mr. Nages-
waran said while speaking
at a session during the
Confederation of Indian In-
dustry’s (CII) GCC Business
Summit. “Global banks run
their risk systems and trad-
ing platforms in Mumbai
and Bangalore and elsewh-
ere as well, car makers de-
sign their vehicles’ embed-
ded systems from Chennai
and Pune, semiconductor
firms carry out chip de-
sign, pharmaceutical com-
panies run clinical analyt-
ics here, and consumer
firms build and own entire
digital products here in In-
dia,” he added.

Mr. Nageswaran said
that the intellectual pro-
perty created in these cen-
ters is real, with the pa-
tents being filed here, the
products shipped from In-
dia and global roles in-
creasingly held by people

CEAV. Anantha Nageswaran speaks

at the inaugural session of

the Cll GCC Business Summit 2026 on Thursday. BY ARRANGEMENT

sitting in India.

The CEA also sought to
answer whether these
GCCs would be under
threat from the rise of Al
and would these GCC jobs
be automated soon.

“Part of the model is in-
deed exposed,” Mr. Nages-
waran conceded. “The
work that was routine, re-
petitive and rule bound is
exactly the work that Al
does most easily and most
cheaply as well. If a
centre’s value rests only on
doing simple tasks at low
cost, then the value is un-
der real threat. We should
not pretend otherwise.”

However, he also said
that this is not where most
Indian centres are today,
and that this was not the
direction in which they are
headed.

“Artificial  intelligence
does not build, deploy or
govern itself,” Mr. Nages-
waran explained. “Some-
one has to design these sys-
tems, train them, test
them, correct them and

hold them to account. So-
meone has to decide
where they should be used
and where they must not
be used.”

“Someone has to carry
the responsibility when
they fail,” he added. “And
that work is expanding and
not shrinking. And a large
and growing share of this
kind of work is being done
in India.”

Complacency matters
The CEA, however, cau-
tioned against complacen-
cy, saying that standing still
meant allowing others to
catch up. “Other countries
are watching us and copy-
ing us,” he asserted. “Our
costs are rising. In some
skills, our talent is already
scarce, so indispensability
is not a title that India can
hold on to forever.”

He added that the move
from cost centres to capa-
bility centres, and from ex-
ecution to innovation has
to be made by firms and by
people, with the govern-

‘India aims to be
strategic leader
in hosting GCCs’

Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman on Thursday said
India aspires to become a
“strategic leader” in hosting
global capability centres (GCCs)
of MNCs and become
indispensable to the world's
knowledge economy. India
possesses “every ingredient”
required to lead this
transformation, she said. en

ment acting as a support.

“Skilling is the clearest
case,” Mr. Nageswaran
said. “We produce a very
large number of graduates
each year. We do not yet
produce enough of those
who are ready on day one.
By some estimates, fewer
than half of them are ready
for the job on the day they
arrive.”

“Closing that gap means
universities, industry and
the government working
together, not one after the
other, but at the same
time,” he said.

He further said that the
position India currently
holds in the global capabil-
ity centre market was one
that it has to keep earning,
over and over.

“The moment we be-
lieve we have arrived is the
moment others begin to
catch up,” he said. “So let
us not celebrate too early.
Let us treat this success not
as a finishing line, but as a
foundation or a miles-
tone.”

YouTube Homework
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Global Capability Center (6CC)

«  6€C (Global Capability Center) Taaft
ageretar auet (MNC) 7 BT 2 81T &,
el & ag IT, Al, R&D, Finance, Data
Analytics, Cyber Security &I Fgaqor
Ik w1 el e &l

=T .

. Ygor 3 Global In-house Center (GIC) FHaT
ofIdT AT

. YRT 6CC FTUHH df9F & 2
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U.S., Iran exchange more attacks
across West Asia, threatening deal

Iran reports US. strikes around the perimeter of Bushehr nuclear plant as US. officials say they hit about 90 Iranian military
targets; new fighting erupted hours before the burial of Khamenei; Tehran officials report that US. attacks killed 17 people

Agence France-Presse
MASHHAD

ew fighting erupted
Nbetween the United

States and Iran
hours ahead of the burial
of long-time Supreme
Leader Ali Khamenei on
Thursday, with Tehran tar-
geting U.S. allies in the re-
gion and American strikes
hitting the perimeter of an
Iranian nuclear power
plant.

The renewed hostilities,
triggered by tensions over
the Strait of Hormuz,
sparked concerns of a re-
turn to full-scale war after
an April ceasefire and a
June U.S.-Iran accord end-
ed five weeks of conflict.

&) i 29 2
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Mourners carry a banner against Donald Trump as they gather on
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the day of Khamenei’s burial in Mashhad on Thursday. REUTERS

This was the second day
in a row that the decades-
old foes exchanged at-
tacks, with Iranian officials
reporting the U.S. attacks
had killed 17 people.

The Islamic republic
said it had resumed its at-
tacks targeting U.S. assets
in Kuwait, Bahrain and Qa-
tar, while sirens blared in
Jordan — another U.S. ally

— where the military said it
had intercepted eight mis-
siles launched from Iran.

The fighting came with
Iran preparing to bury
Khamenei, who was killed
alongside close family
members on the first day
of the U.S.-Israeli war
against Iran on February
28, in his hometown of
Mashhad.

‘Effort to overshadow’
The United States targeted
the perimeter of Iran’s only
civilian nuclear plant with
a strike on Thursday, Ira-
nian state media reported,
citing the deputy governor
of Bushehr province.

The Iranian Foreign Mi-
nistry said the U.S. attacks

targeted civilian infrastruc-
ture, including railway
bridges, and described the
strikes as a “gross war
crime”.

U.S. military officials
said Thursday’s strikes hit
approximately 90 Iranian
military targets, including
air defence systems, mis-
sile and drone storage
sites.

Iran’s  Revolutionary
Guards accused the United
States of an “effort to over-
shadow” Khamenei’s fun-
eral with its attacks.

In a sign of the security
tensions, at least one fight-
er jet escorted the plane
carrying Khamenei’s coffin
to its final burial in
Mashhad.

Ukrainian drones strike
Russian oil depots, tankers

Associated Press
KYIV

Ukrainian drones hit more
Russian oil facilities and set
two oil tankers ablaze in
the Sea of Azov on Thurs-
day, a day after U.S. Presi-
dent Donald Trump
pledged to grant Kyiv a li-
cence to manufacture the
Patriot air defence systems
to protect its cities.

A top Ukrainian official,
meanwhile, cautioned that
it could take a year or more
for the country to produce

Patriot interceptor
missiles.
A Ukrainian drone strike

triggered a fire at an oil de-
pot in the western Russian
city of Tver, according to
acting Governor Vitaly
Korolyov.

0il reservoirs also were
set ablaze by drones in
Vyazniki, in the southern

People queue to refuel their cars at a petrol station in Moscow as
Ukrainian strikes on its facilities crimp domestic supply. AFP

Stavropol region, said Go-
vernor Vladimir Vladimi-
rov, forcing the evacuation
of several apartment build-
ings near the facility.

In the Sea of Azov, Uk-
rainian drones set two oil
tankers on fire, according
to Rostov Governor Yuri
Slusar, who said one of the
ships was still burning and
its crew evacuated.

The attack was the latest
in a series of strikes on oil
tankers in the area in re-
cent days, part of Ukraine
efforts to cut fuel supplies
to the Crimean Peninsula,
which Russia illegally an-
nexed in 2014.

Russia’s Defence Minis-
try said its defences
downed 73 Ukrainian
drones during the past day.

Syria welcomes U.S.
announcement of
removal from blacklist

Agence France-Presse
DAMASCUS

Damascus welcomed a U.S.
announcement that it
would remove Syria from
its list of “state sponsors of
terrorism”, a move that
one economist  said
opened the door to eco-
nomic recovery and fo-
reign investment.

“A dark page in Syria’s
history has been turned,”
Foreign Minister Asaad al-
Shaibani wrote on X.

The United States an-
nounced on Wednesday
that it would remove Syria
from its blacklist of coun-
tries it accuses of support-
ing terrorism, a designa-
tion it placed on Syria
nearly five decades ago

[ D ESH IV NES R

Asaad al-Shaibani

and which had curbed in-
vestment in the country.

The Syrian Foreign Mi-
nistry called the move “an
important development in
the course of Syrian-Amer-
ican relations”.

The move will be effec-
tive in 45 days unless law-
makers take the unlikely
step of blocking it.
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Push to disarm Hezbollah deepens
rifts in Lebanon, raises civil war fears

-rokered peace deal between Lebanon and Israel env

ions an Israeli troop withdrawal from Lebanon, but makes a full withdrawal conditional

on Hezbollah's disarmament; this has infuriated the Iran-backed militant group, deepened political tensions and raised fears of renewed civil conflict

NEWS ANALYSIS

iated Press

deal between Le-
banon and Israel
was billed as pav-

mg the way fur peace. But

raising fears of puhucal pa-
ralysis or even a return to
civil war.

The U.5.-brokered deal
envisions an Israeli troop
withdrawal from Lebanon
and an eventual peace
agreement between the
two countries — which
technically remain in a
state of war nearly 80
vears after Israel's esta-
blishment. But the agree-
ment says a full Israeli
withdrawal will happen
only after Hezbollah is dis-
armed, infuriating the
Iran-backed militant
group.

Lebanon's  Western-
backed government and
Hezbollah have exchanged
angry words, and the mili-
tant group’s supporters
have blocked major roads
in protest. One Hezbollah
lawmaker said the country
would plunge into civil war
if the government tries to

force the group's
disarmament.
The tensions have

stirred up memories of Le-
banon’s devastating 1975-
1990 civil war and remind-
ed many of more recent
clashes between Hezbollah
gunmen and pro-govern-

ment fighters in 2008
They also have raised deep
questions over whether
the U.S. brokered deal will
be able to get off the
ground.

A resumption of the war
between the U.S. and Iran
would further complicate
the deal’s prospects and
raise the risk of renewed
conflict between Israel and
Hezbollah.

The deal is expected to
top the agenda when Leba-
nese President Joseph
Aoun heads to the White
House on July 21.

Lebanon’s political
landscape has been divid-
ed for over two decades
between one coalition that
is  Western-backed and
another that is supported
by Iran and led by Hezbol-
lah. Both camps see the
outcome of the new agree-
ment as existential.

The latest war between
Israel and Hezbollah erupt-
ed in March, triggered by
the joint U.S.-lsrael war
launched against Iran days
earlier.

Hezbollah, which en-
tered the conflict without
seeking approval from the
government, has sought to
link the end of its war
against Israel to the out-
come of broader U.S.-Iran
talks. The Lebanese go-
vernment, trying to mini-
mise Iran’s influence,
aimed to keep the two
tracks separate and nego-
tiate a ceasefire directly
with Israel.

The pro-Hezbollah
camp was jubilant when

Hezbollah supporters take ta the streets in Beirut to protest against
the agreement signed between the U.5,, Israel and Lebanon, ase

the ceasefire deal between
Iran and the U.S. explicitly
called for an end to the war
in Lebanon.

‘hat led to a truce that
has substantially reduced
the intensity of the fighting
between Israel and Hezbol-
lah. But Israeli troops con-
tinue to occupy large
swaths of southern Leba-
non, and hundreds of
thousands of people re-
main displaced from villag-
es and city neighbour-
hoods that have been
almost  entirely demol-
ished. The linkage to the
US.-Iran ceasefire was
widely seen as boosting
Hezbollah's standing and
cementing Iran’s influence
over Lebanon.

But days later, the tables.
turned as Israel and Leba-
non announced their June
26 “framework agree-
ment” in Washington. That
deal conditioned withdra-
wal of Israeli forces on dis-
armament of Hezbollah

throughout the country.

Lebanese government
officials have hailed the
deal as a step toward liber-
ating occupied areas of the
south and allowing the dis-
placed to go home.

Open-ended occupation
But with Israel giving no ti-
meline for its withdrawal,
Hezbollah and its suppor-
ters have accused the go-
vernment of agreeing to an
open-ended Israeli
occupation.

Hezbollah  supporters
protested and  blocked
roads in Beirut. Some
burned banners bearing
the slogan “Lebanon First”
- seen as a dig at the Iran-
backed group. The group’s
leader, Naim Kasse
called the deal a “humi
tion” and said Hezbollah
would not honour it.

Hassan Fadlallah, a
fluential Hezbollah legis!
tor, went even further, say-
ing the government “will

not be able to enforce the
agreement signed in Wash-
ington unless they go, with
American support, to civil
war.”

Such rhetoric brought
back memories of May
2008, when the govern-
ment decided to dismantle
Hezbollah's telecommuni-
cations network. The
group sent gunmen to the
streets and engaged in in-
tense clashes with pro-go-
vernment fighters in Beirut
and elsewhere. The go-
vernment was forced to an-
nul its decision.

Hezbollah is now de-
manding that the govern-
ment abolish its March 2
decision that considered
Hezbollah's military and
security activities illegal.

Lebanon’s Prime Minis-
ter, Nawaf Salam, says the
agreement with Israel will
restore the state’s sove-
reignty over the entire
country and has pushed
back against Hezbollah's
rhetoric.

“I am not looking for a
confrontation with Hezbol-
lah but neither myself nor
anyone in the government
will accept to be black-
mailed by Hezbollah,” Mr.
Salam recently told the lo-
cal LBC TV station.

For now, there are no
s of the verbal threats
spilling over into violence
— in large part because the
deal is deadlocked.

Israel and Lebanon have
agreed to establish two “pi
lot zones™ where the Israeli
military is to turn over con-
trol to the Lebanese Army

after clearing the areas of
any Hezbollah presence.

Mr. Salam has said the
implementation could be-
gin soon. But on the
ground, there has been lit-
tle movement.

“There is no schedule
for the withdrawal or
anything else,” said a Leba-
nese military official. He
said the Army has received
no information  about
when or how the Israeli
withdrawal will proceed.

The initial pilot zones
announced by Lebanese
and Israeli officials include
the towns of Froun, Ghan-
douriyeh and Zawtar. Is-
raeli troops were not pre-
sent in most of that area to
begin with, raising ques-
tions about how a withdra-
wal could take place. The
official said the Lebanese
Army had pushed for pilot
zones that were larger and
included more area oceu-
pied by Israeli forces.

An Israeli military offi-
cial said the Army is still
Wi for instructions
from the political leader-
ship on when the withdra-
wal will take place.

Lebanon has a history of
political violence, but its
sectarian  power-sharing
system, divided among
Shia and Sunni Muslims,
stians and Druze, has

been prone to
deadlock.
Powerful  Parliament

Speaker Nabih Berri, a
Hezbollah ally, has warned
the deal “will not pass, and
it will not be implemented
inits current form.”
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Labour leadership contest takes
Burnham closer to UK. PM’s office

Agence France Presse
LONDON

Veteran politician Andy
Burnham took another
step towards becoming the
U.K’s next Prime Minister
Thursday as nominations
to replace Keir Starmer as
Labour leader formally
opened.

The 56-year-old is the
only Labour Member of
Parliament (MP) to have
publicly said they are a
candidate to succeed Mr.
Starmer, who announced
he was quitting last month.

A steady trickle of MPs
entered Labour’s parlia-
mentary office on Thurs-
day morning to nominate
the person they want to
lead Britain’s ruling party.
In the absence of a contest,
Mr. Burnham is expected

|

Fresh face: Andy Burnham is expected to be crowned Labour’s new
leader and Prime Minister-in-waiting at a conference on July 17. AFp

to be crowned Labour’s
new leader — and Prime
Minister-in-waiting — at a
conference on July 17.

Mr. Burnham, nick-
named the ‘King of the
North’ for winning three
consecutive Greater Man-
chester mayoral elections,
would then replace Mr.
Starmer at 10 Downing

Street three days later.
“There’s no one else,” one
Labour MP told AFP.

If a contest does take
place, then the victor
would be announced on
August 29 following a bal-
lot of Labour members and
affiliated unions.

Mr. Burnham’s path to
Downing Street looked in-

creasingly assured after
former armed forces mi-
nister Al Carns ruled him-
self out of the running late
Wednesday. Mr. Carns had
said he had hoped a leader-
ship contest would give the
party the “opportunity for
a proper debate”. “But
months of internal Labour
politics isn’t what the
country needs right now,”
he said, throwing his sup-
port behind Mr. Burnham.
Mr. Burnham needs the
support of 81 of Labour’s
402 MPs to become a for-
mal candidate, a tally that
he will surpass easily.
Many MPs feel he is the
party’s best chance of
clawing back support from
Nigel Farage’s anti-immi-
grant Reform UK party be-
fore the next general elec-
tion, expected in 2029.
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National Tiger Conservation Authority (NTCA)
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