.
—~
' i
: A a: ’ i< . ~ 3 s .
- > Lt o = - .
. e O R I 4 ey I D e OV RN s = : -
£ e R T S -
T _,f e ——
b” r.
_': - = — — - _—
i
=
3
]

N TheIndian
\\ EXPRESS

COMPRETE Q EXAM ANALYSIS STATIC + CURRENT
COVERAGE FOCUSED MADE EASY INTEGRATION



https://gamma.app/?utm_source=made-with-gamma

DAILY TARGET ‘

M NCERT
M CURRENT AFFAIRS

& ANSWER WRITING b
o PYQ PRACTICE , |

M REVISION



https://gamma.app/?utm_source=made-with-gamma

3TTeT AT Ugal?
). STET BT BT FIFT HFHAT

2. AT P sddarg-1aRredt stfd—rv® caraa aRegr (2014-2026)
3. #EAY I
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News / Explained / Explained Global / Expert Explains | How Turkey emerged as a winner from a fractious NATO summit

Expert Explains | How Turkey emerged as a
winner from a fractious NATO summit

Trump said he will lift sanctions on Turkey over its 2019 purchase of Russian S-400 defence systems, and signalled a
willingness to sell the F-35s blocked by those sanctions and other US laws. This will mark a dramatic turnaround for US-

Turkey ties.
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o9 H 1 ? gY@

BRI T SIS A1el (NATO) RRER T d Teh U Hda-=iTd 9T T U g3, 9ld TrH3fediiced T3y fidike Hadal, I0MIddh
gfagnsfi 3R Aq@ BT gl ¥ S 6T 3 | IPU SHITS T/ &1 IURUT 3R 37 ' SARDT B ERHI &b HRUI TEeeH o IR
SHTIYTT T T, W FRRER THIAH o URUMHT A b ! 36 & HiaRk Uh Hg@qul UM faoldT o ¥4 H R1fUd frar g

el & gHe Iuryd F3mart gHIfaat

AU | ATe - W Hill 0R Hahe BT AT 6 38T &:

Jgifde 3R foxia Tawe U Ay JH-Iph! ST
TG ¢=If & S &1 T (GDP BT oo, TSN SR Pl o gl IR gl AR (Innovation) ¥ fUZSAT 3R
2% TEH) I DR S| & TPV A RIT 3R ARBT & s &1 T S o Ul RV <=M i

Tdhaledl & HIfad fhar g 3T
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d| ®I BeAfdd R & faog

o1 A BRI RRER T & 301 fRUfq &1 T 3rafverd fad & =0 H o Bl 6

CI-UG N draad

RIYUfd H 3 TR & 1Y 3
HfediTd Yaeh & ggdr < I A
$Had UGN $I §d1d fopdT, dfeh
ORI YYMHAT Ad=a1g o1 Adraf-d]
DI GRIB-IR B §U D! D! URIAT Bl |

& Gl hT PTTH Y

T A CAATSA Ufcaell &1 ge MR gab! &l
F-35 ThIScX Sic B H I: MU B
&1 Tobdl el &1 38 dacl H, Jobl &1 S-
400 dTg & Ul BT TR BR Febell 3|
T8 DHEH SAR®I-go! el H a=re! ol
RERICE RS

EREIRIBIES Sl

Il 3fd had RIUNT T | (R 78T
2 39 3R, fye ik ufgm ufldrn
o TTY U & e P ATUD S
g1 S, 3ech, i 3R W SR T

TRV T ! o AT & TedNT Bl
o O Tfchg HI B B



https://gamma.app/?utm_source=made-with-gamma

qrer § fAYTS: 'SAFE' 3R digT 918l 1 &1 fadre

Ty & HiaR T 71 3MMifep- T faHTe- SHR BT &

QRIUIT &1 HIY (SAFE) goh+ T SRIREACIE!

Y 1Y & dgd 150 3R SleR Pl el A g B 70 3RE TR 1 ! DI SAFE T ToT ¥ 3R qgud
afarerel & 65% @Rie R gd eTgdT &1 arel far ], R 'erg a1g- o dict IR AR 5, ford o 8iiR

&1 3ifrard g1 3H 3MfvaT, fae ok 3% AT & dgd SAR®! gaR] &t gea A BT T FR 38 5

o1 @I Tae=i A g, o WRIe o g1 foar Sima |

TEeYd & iR 78 SRR UaI g8 o |
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YRA-dp! Aeell T gRuey

YR 3R gl o Tadf 7 Ufagiie gHIfaai 1 § | gTdiids, Sgad afyd URed H gl &l A1el & HIdR dgdl THTd 3R 39d! Wad faex
el YRA & foTE &= 3R & ARIERT & Y awR Wid 9ot 6 |

QI SR BT UMD e 3 fguelia fedi o o eyt ghm|

[ pY: T U gl G| Y2 3HId

S{HRT FORER THIEH = I8 WY I a1 g fob A1t &1 Uiy 319 ohad 'Uhd i’ | -Tal, Sieh fguald IHandl (Deal-making) H Ffgd g1
! = SO Hrfere RUTT 3R W= & &1 IqRTs o SUTNT $HRd §U U o 1Y 30 Jaef &1 g: gRkuiidid fasan g1 afe s-400 faarg
g i1 § 3R F-35 &1 arat JAfd gichl €, a1 I8 af¥yes qReM &id H Th ST 0MHIdd dGard g
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AT R g ?

et (NATO) &1 [T A 1 Sfedifce SIet SiTHgeRM’ (STR Sediicd Al Te-) 51 I8 Ui SdR-IROR! U9 o6 §, fordd IR H Wiend SR FufaRed
RITYAT 3R I

R g qd 35

D! RITIAT 4 3T 1949 HY 'R IR & o, Sfeorad | D] T I 3T TG GRN B YRET 3R

ded gs ot AT DT & BT ¢ | T AR &

(Collective Defence) o RIgid TR BT Bl
g, ot o1 B — " Yewg X IR gHa, T
o ¢ IR gHAT HHT SIE (S &1
3Jw5¢ 5) |

g ¢

ST H 39T 12 IS & ¥ | IAH H 390 32 & o= M & | 8T 81 H [0S (2023) 3R We (2024) ST A gU &, o TTea e o1
Y Uge &1 3R Aeiad fhar 3|
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CARP I

g TP oI 3R TG T3 g | ISHITID ¥U ¥, T8 AIhdid ol &l STl ol § 3R THET3M o FHTUT o fore Rl SR g |
0 ¥U T, Ig faare) & ifaqul a1 H f%wd 387 IR 9 TR 634 &1 fad a1 8 |

Eﬂﬁﬁmmﬂqﬁ (Consensus) & &HWW%HW?[%I

-~
-1lcl Pl Hed

00
5 & £
ey QfRiel! ¥ Tade Ci3{Cdiice JRam A= N &1 T
g a1 T JaY RIS T TE e g Cig3Cdiice (STRI SHRST ARQRY) g Jebe o HY Taw =il b sitd I
AHT ST G| IR BT A SMUR G| TEaNT, GhaT STHHRT TRl 6 3R

YK 3T R BT H UG BRI 5 |
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gy: fAgferiRad <2 IR fdTR &3 (UPSC 2025)

. s 11, JAmifar 1. AR v, RacoRds V. Sieai=ar VI 3RS

20 Y forda a1 IRt 3fcdifesd T e (NATO) & I8 22

|A] e diF [B] $dd IR

[C] Shad UTg D] T4 B8
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ETYUY UPSC 2023
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I IR

TY: '1c] BT fOR 3R YeIdhRul T SHNGI-IRIT &1 Holed UMHIfadH
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Security

7.2 vt viasie jar-avanie )9

Y DI GRET
3T dIg & RIATH URA ! I el & 12 99

Posted On: 19 JUN 2026 10:35AM

fowd 12 auf 4, YRd & S ATdhAIC-aRIE Feard, ldhale & Uid JI-TEWMdl & €6 DBV Bl fGErd g1 Aoldd BT old, TR YUR AR Gitear
BRI & THIDI0 7 ST 3R o TR & g See-uole G0 &l Scava-ia ©0 ¥ 9¢/@m g1 T4 UR 3idhaic & f3og dféd Hrars, 3idedic & high
Acad BT T 3R Gy Ud YR Fal P YD IPRU 7 AT YR&M T Bl Yes a1 ¢ | WIgeR AT &marsi & R 3 Juxd fEfied @l & favs daiai
DY 3R Toiad a1 g1 37 FReR vt 3 Siafe gRem Hdpam! § Icie-a R a3 arTeH foar 8, S side gearsit § o, TR 3R et aat & o
T FB B HHt SR e GRef, ey Rt ok Wgta adiaes § gur e g
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2026)

faryet Atfa—

Uh 1Y URUET (2014

:
%
2
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ufer 3R YR guyf

foeel 12 9 (2014-2026) H, HRd = U1 AT GR& WA H ST URad- fbU g1 2014 I Gd, HRd B! Y& Haw 'glafrarars’
(Reactive) 2ff, ST GRIFTT WIHAT 3R ¥ HaR® RIGId (Deterrence) & 34T I S 351 2| 9 2004-2014 & &1 7,217 STt
TSI BT BT 3R THT 92,000 AR B T A Teh SHTRINTI IGad &1 STIRIHdT Bl IWifohd b

IRBR A 3Mddale & Ui " AGWET (Zero Tolerance) 1 =ifd 1 U §U U Wichd, T 3R U !-Haferd Ared fawmiRid
ERIH ug%mgu@wﬁn@ww%ﬁl@ﬁ YR ! ' HTIHaTG PT UG P a1 Y Y ' SATAHATG D1 HATE P a1et’ 7P H
ged fearg|
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TR Hifd: T AR gl

fUBd U @ & 3Hd! &I Afgalas dXd gT HRA 1 ‘U8R’ (PRAHAR) HIfd &1 S =4 {1 5| 98 HIfd dhad 4= STaTel AT ab Ui ol 6, Sl IR RER I WH TR

fem! g faurdt TRraRiienRur, SR Jedianr, urifae fFAarur 3R pe-ifas afaarn

¥ 2ot

\

W1 -
faremht gerfhavor

(UAPA, BNS, Arms Act, PMLA)

P i

»

\
WY 3 -
YorHfas afssa ufaviy
(Surgical Strike, Balakot,
Operation Sindoor)

I

AN

w9 2 -

XY 3effAhiaor
(NIA, Intelligence Integration,
NATGRID, CCTNS)

e

¥

w94 -

agueiy ik gpeifas
ufaR&T-3Mrdearg
(FATF, NMFT, UNSC,

Delhi Declaration)

o
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AH 1: AU IREdihU (Legislative Empowerment)

UAPA (S=11eH) HUMTH, 2010

2 UfARTRI® QUR A 6% INRBR B Had A& Dl &l Tal, Sl Afaadl
P i Srdeardl’ Mifta o @1 ifYeR faar 399 349 dal IR R
YT 7T Sl Ue, & YIS T 3Tciep! df T el HR 33 3

U (T=NYH) SHATH, 2019

S 3{AY TRl DI B b1 AT Y& & oIt Teh ST Wedl
HIHT 3R b 1T HOR &S BT UrayT feba, foraa Siicisparial

1 '3MYfd §|ET (Supply Chain) ST g3

U ASIGd DI SR & ST M dIg o1 GaTadl 94T 61 5, R YRd = faferiRad GuRT 3 v foar:

YR <I1a Gfgdl (BNS), 2023

1 918 2024 T YT, 39 fedr - Ugdl IR 'SMddarg’ 3R
ST SIRTY' DI WY B TRUTYT U &l | 390 TGS
3R I HRIEN & HSR UIGYH g, S TS, HRT,
gfR1eror 3R fAayor &1 e+ig §41d & |

PMLA &1 OoTel

Taci FCRITed (ED) B 31d gaTdl o-d 3R fhpid - smamia
Uit & fadg Tufty siad & HRIfAd ifieR urd €, fora)
ST Yead 1 oiiiep T Te TE 2
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Y 11 SRIFTA 3TYAHIRRT (Institutional
Modernization)

TP UHTAT SMTddare-faRid (CT) ST had B! db AITHd To! g, Sieth 3Udb 1018 HoTad 3R qdh-10h- e TR DI STaRgehd gla
g1 fUaa 12 auf § YR 33Ut irg 3R Gfthar TRl &1 Ue Sy iR Udhighd 3hIRReH & Sqdl 6:

RIS i< ToidT (NIA) 1 &l Hae

2008 T RITUT T8 TolNT 31T HRd &1 SMdharg-axTe! YRET H1 3G 8 | TWPR - 59 oG AR FHAmE! 61d P HYIJd =4 I
qee har gl

. Foidig gfeg: 2014-15 § 91.32 FRIS IUY & 3Tdcd F TgHR 2024-25 H I8 394.66 FIIS TUY 1 74T &, Sl GRINTd Hed Pl
RG]

- EIuf¥ifs 3T (Conviction Rate): 3MYHH BRR® 3R A&T YIS o HRUT NIA FI QNI &R 92.70% b Ugd 718 &, ol [aY
&1 ol ot Ui s arg-faRiet Toiddt & forg U 7 g

- foarR: qHR A 21 et ok fIR NIA —rTerdl o Ayeard! Aead = Rd =g gifgd fbar 3|
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jCg'fEIO_CIT UhIh0T (Intelligence Integration)

3{TIHATG DI GHIEA B & [0 "FEAT T Jo! Ao & |

Jg-Toid % (MAC) 3R
SMAC

a1 R (1B) o 3¢ T8 Wiehid
28 BT 3R Iy TSIl &l aRdfdd
0§ GithdT b RT T HIA o
BIMSISSIE

CyMAC (2025)
TSR YR TR 3R fSfored SRt

& Tod Wkl Pl ¢¥d gu g HATTT A
TTEER Tg-Toik g Bt R BT, 57
fSfsTeet Y& Bl Teb 13 TRel ¢ |

NATGRID 3R CCTNS 2.0

NATGRID = I, dfdeT 3R GREAR Sl &l
Tobldhd DR Hier Tfafaferal &1 debrd uar
T H W adl 81Rd &t 8, STafs CCTNS
2.0 4 YRd & 4t 17,798 Yfera ==l ol
TH Al-T1Id WIeHhid R AR Ja-1sf &
AR SR (1915 (Silos) Y FHI
= fearg|
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Y 11 I0HIfdd

Deterrence)

T

=3

o

I e&

[q—T

[ohd ARUT (Proactive

YRA A SO AP RefM Aif H uifae® | (Strategic Restraint) & URURS RiGid 3 oo aferd fAaRor o 7u g o yax faar g:
i d XEP (2016)

I A & ST H LoC & UR SR 3Mdbare) ai< 0y Pl Y BT
YR & Ted & ATATY 3R " GIFW[ET &1 Uga 931 UG |

SR 1%@ (2025)

q

SATH BHA P ST AHTdPpald] &fd & Hid UR 81 UBR B & Hifd &l 3R
3R Toted fopan AT | 371 i = g8 Wy & fear g fob URd o

3

[dieh! ST & §1G chad Uldishal Ta! o, Sfeh SURTE 1 3T AlG U o1
SAIdGg! a0 R B RIGId SO gHhT ¢ |

STdlhIc §dTs gHAT (2019)

G 3Tt §HA & G YR = HIAT &b HIaR =l dhReh Tddhdld]
UTRI&UN hal IR TEId gaTs gHdl b T | ST gl & I8 o faar for wRd
3T AT o1 GR&f & fore fasadt off T &bt uR v B e B |
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H IV: 9gUefiT 3R Hedifde fde-foRid TXemT

3T arg U did WarT &, For sraa HTATsii o HaR IgHR a1 BXIT ST AhdT | HRA = 30T el B IRET TAST o 1Y SITedhR U diyd "qadd] b

= s

FATF &1 UHTET STIRT N HA R e (NMFT) FHaH

YR = BRI UaRH TR B (FATF) & Hd &I SUIN & Tddalg 2022 T 71 Tl & Smenford Ie § YRd A 30+ "B8-¥dY arelt

I AU o3 arel R &I SATaGg! a0 Bt | HRA A T oY Gl 3T are-faxaiyor faRieht Torifa vegd 11 39 Yo o, MR,
&1 U-foree H SaM R SRITI TR IR 3 auivor Aeadh i R GFaT STHGRT AT AT 3R 778 WRIfhal & geUanT R 3G
giifad o & sproft yftreer g 21 R Ay Ferfa a1 TS|

& [0

dfYep Siaraes! 3R ggyu dp-id! peAitd (faeelt TIvum, 2022)

g 1Y GR&T URYG (UNSC) H FHe-ifads gard S1ah SiR1-U-Hg g & YR BT SfeAgral o Tgad P B sMddware-favidh wfifa 3 g, ufees
TG HG 31oTeR &1 "aAfYe STadpard!” aiftid HaMT Uh Uil sid TR 3R Tfored Ymar & st geuaT & Raars Ui
| SHP 31T, 2025 T 26/11 Has gHA & T SRIUT TR 10T BT feeett erwom S o=, forem af¥e qRem Al &1 S femn & g
AR T YIUUT, YR HI TG Feriiid &l THIu B |
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gRUMH: §Rg du] &I TRAT-SIRAT (2014-2026)

IR GYRY BT THRIAD THIG 3 a| B WY D 6

aﬂq\ao—wﬁvﬁwﬁrwgn

3T g § HHY: 2004-2014 1 3@l (7,217 T P A1 H 2014-2024 &
§ geHId e 2,242 38 s o | aY 2018 T S8l 228 3MTde! gHd g4 3, Tal 2025 dd
g WSAT gehr A 1238 TS |

- URRTSI $T 3id: 2010-2014 & S 3Nd 2,654 ATMNH TIRETSN DT Ge-TE 316 T

gl
. TR TE! BT YRET: WRETHHAT 1 Yo R T 82% I HTYH Pt HH 3113 B

2,242
3Tt e
2014-2024 &1 3@l H (Ugd 7,217 oY)

(0
82%

TG &R | B
ReTH T Bt gog R o

3t fahr 3R gdcq

- fFAvr®Tyars: s | fUSd 7 3@ H A 8,000 HRIS TU BT (AT ST T, Safds
2016-2026 & §1d 51 18,000 HIIS U BT d=T T g3

. g Reprs: af 2024 § 2.3 FRIg e &1 3TTHA, & & JReT AR H ofF-faym
P YT ST IdPd 8 |

TG YR

2013 & 918 ¥, URd & ot Sa1eh! H 98 M IR 8 aTal 3! gHa! H S{Uayd HHT 3115
&, St 'wfafsrarere GRem ¥ FaR® QRem & 3R IHHU &1 g g |

12
gH 2025 H
2018 W 228 ¥, 3G ATA 12
2.3Cr

T 2024
STH]-HIHER H a1 ST
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UPSC T Uy

a9 1 BT UET Y UPSC 2023

YR 1 o TAHTRAT 3R fFyferieaa & 9 fog Yy
SR P! YT & HIYDBTRAT GRT GG IHTcichdig- et

e ' AT 3Tddrare UHTAd &3 H il 1 Ay SiaT 3R ST W
?”?(ﬁ? €S- ¥1-0S 2007 BRI STRIA BT SIHHY BT U1 I8Td B BT U 3ffarf deH g
ST 3R HIAR H oY FHTH & Sfiid WHR gRI 39 day H
(a) T 3OATE Y IUTE R I Hifora|
(b) ST
(c) =Y
(d)

d) AR
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HAEALY T

HC halts byelections in 5 T.N. constituencies

PIL says notifying bypolls before pending election
pleas are cleared may create anomalous situation

Mohamed Imranullah S.
CHENNAIL

he Madras High
T Court on Friday
restrained the Elec-

tion Commission (EC) from
notifying byelections to the
Tiruchi East, Perundurai,
Ambasamudram, Viralima-
lai, and Karur Assembly
constituencies until July 31.
The elected representa-
tives have resigned, but
their victories are under
challenge before the court.

Chief Justice Sushrut Ar-
vind Dharmadhikari and
Justice G. Arul Murugan
passed the interim order
following a public interest
litigation (PIL) petition
filed by K. Venkatachala-
pathy of Tirunelveli.

He had contended that
the conduct of byelections
before the disposal of the
election petitions could
lead to an anomalous situa-

tion of the constituencies
being represented by two
individuals if the petitions
were allowed.

The court passed the in-
terim orders after hearing
the preliminary submis-
sions made by senior coun-
sel G. Masilamani for Chief
Minister C. Joseph Vijay;
Advocate-General Vijay Na-
rayan for the Legislative
Assembly Secretary; advo-
cate V.R. Shanmuganathan
for the PIL petitioner; and
EC counsel Niranjan Raja-
gopalan. The judges grant-
ed the respondents time
till July 31 to file their coun-
teraffidavits to the main
case.

The PIL petitioner had
contended that the EC
could not treat the vacan-
cies that had arisen due to
the resignation of five legis-
lators as a ‘clear vacancy’
under Section 151A of the
Representation of the Peo-

The elected representatives resigned, but their
victories are under challenge before the court

Five seats in limbo

MLAs who resigned after winning the 2026 Assembly election; the
election results are under challenge before the Madras High Court

Viralimalai

C.JosephVijay (TVK) ~ (AIADMK)

€. Vijayabaskar

Karur
M.R. Vijayabhaskar
(AIADMK)

ple Act, 1951, since such va-
cancies would be subject
to the result of the election
petitions. He claimed that
the conduct of byelections
to these constituencies
would run contrary to
three Supreme Court deci-
sions on the matter.

His counsel Mr. Shan-
muganathan, argued that
the top court had in Sanjee-
vayya vs Election Commis-
sion of India (1967), Elec-
tion Commission of India vs
Telangana Rashtra Samithi
(2011), and Pramod Lax-
man Gudadhe vs Election

C of India (2018),
had held that byelections
could not be conducted if
election petitions related
to those constituencies
were pending
adjudication.

He said that all five elec-
tion petitioners who were
the candidates in Tiruchi
East, Perundurai, Ambasa-
mudram, Viralimalai, and
Karur in the election held
this year, had not only
challenged the victory of
the returned candidates
but also sought a conse-
quential prayer to declare
those election petitioners
as the winning candidates.

“Great confusion’

Therefore, conducting by-
elections to those consti-
tuencies even before the
disposal of the election pe-
titions would cause great
confusion owing to the
election of the new repre-

sentatives, he said. On the
other hand, the A-G said,
there must be a distinction
between those who had re-
signed before the filing of
the election petitions and
those who had resigned af-
ter they were filed.

He said the Chief Minis-
ter had resigned from Tiru-
chi (East) on May 10 itself,
but his rival candidate S.
Inigo Irudayaraj had filed
the election petition much
later. Pointing out that a
few others, too, had re-
signed much before the fil-
ing of the election petitions
challenging their victory,
the A-G sought time to filea
detailed counter-affidavit
to the PIL petition.

On his part, Mr. Masila-
mani, representing Mr. Vi-
jay, questioned the locus
standi of the PIL petitioner
to dictate what the EC must
do or what it must not do.
The senior counsel said the

Court grants the respondents time till July 31
to file their counteraffidavits to the main case

PIL petition was premature
since the EC had not taken
any decision so far on con-
ducting byelections to the
five constituencies, and no
notification to that effect
had been issued.

After hearing all of
them, the Chief Justice’s
Bench said that in matters
touching upon the purity
of the democratic process,
a narrow and pedantic in-
terpretation of locus standi
could not be applied. The
judges, however, agreed
that the A-G’s nuanced ar-
guments concerning the
date on which the vacancy
had arisen compared with
the dates on which the
election petitions had been
filed required a deeper ex-
amination. It decided to
pass final orders on the PIL
petition after issuance of
notice to all the respon-
dents and filing of counter-
affidavits by them.

YouTube Homework

> ECI

> RPA-1950
> RPA-19S]
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HAEALY T

General Election (JTHTH I<Td)

. MW%’?W#WZ)?WWW?@UW
&TTst aTeAT Tl

. STAGI G2 S T & AT NHTHT ST BT TR

. Fderfad AT IGBT 3249 - A" T YT,
ggflg’ 3717 fAFIT Election Commission of India & YT

/

o HAGIT ATF: 13 T (6137 o FemreaT Sfeaa,
1988) |

«  HAJEIT GUIeh: First-Past-The-Post (FPTP) - foiar
awﬁawa#ma@wa?zﬁaﬁg g} faeiar @ar &1

. oNmIT H2: $43 AT

+ ARFR HRAT TR, 25;? a7 3ifda g
(o‘ﬁmn aITd o7gal ¥ o)

. yﬁﬁ@wmmﬁenﬁlﬁw

UﬁE’FfHWWI



https://gamma.app/?utm_source=made-with-gamma

HAEALY T

By-Election (Iug<Ta)
o 3N oI 1A NNBIAT, I, T

wﬁwﬁw#ﬁzmw@?ﬁ
Ugor Feft & ot § I 3T A B e >
fere @ errer arer gora Iugena (By-
Election) FETTT 2|

- e Treft A & FHIwn

. HGHT HT faeT

.« ST
o 3797ar (Disqualification)

JAGHAIT IE BT

o wfam?’-?

Election Commission of India

329 FTeAl g5 e W T Fidfsie w1 g
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Govt. defends E20, admits mileage may drop by 3-5%

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

While admitting that E20-
blended fuel could result
in a 3%-5% reduction in the
fuel economy of “some
vehicles”, the government
has sought to explain why
the blended fuel is not cur-
rently cheaper than pure
petrol or fuel with lower
ethanol levels.

The core reason, it said,
was that the government is
seeking to compensate
farmers adequately, and so
E20 fuel becomes relative-
ly more expensive to pro-
duce than pure petrol whe-
never oil prices fall to
around $70 a barrel.

This statement, issued
on Friday as an FAQ docu-
ment by the Ministry of Pe-
troleum and Natural Gas,
comes at a time when crit-
ics are questioning why
fuel with 20% ethanol is
not cheaper than pure pe-
trol or fuel with 10%

ethanol.

The document added
that E20 fuel has a higher-
octane rating and provides
several other vehicular and
emission-related advantag-
es over unblended fuel.

“It is true that in some
vehicles there may be a
3-5% reduction in fuel eco-
nomy,” the Ministry said.
“But mileage is only one
parameter. E20 offers a sig-
nificantly  higher-octane
rating, superior anti-knock
characteristics, faster com-
bustion, better pickup,
smoother acceleration and
cleaner engine operation.”

“It produces negligible
particulate emissions and
substantially reduces life-
cycle carbon emissions by
around 40%,” it added.

“Today, the government
purchases ethanol at re-
munerative prices so that
Indian farmers are fairly
compensated,” it said.
“Take maize-based etha-
nol. We have progressively

« 3UHTT e tei wrws
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increased its procurement
price and today it is around
%71.86 per litre, even be-
fore GST, transportation,
storage and depot han-
dling costs.” “Therefore, if
international crude oil is
trading at around $70 per

i

Youth Congress workers protest in Delhi on Friday against the Centre’s E20 fuel policy. SUSHIL KUMAR VERMA

barrel, E20 is actually cos-
tlier to produce than pure
petrol,” the government
explained.

However, it added that
the price advantage of eth-
anol kicks in when crude
oil prices reach $120-130
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per barrel, as the econom-
ics naturally reverse and
ethanol becomes even
cheaper.

The fact that 20% of the
fuel sold in India is ethanol
has also insulated the In-
dian market against global

oil price volatility and al-
lowed the Indian govern-
ment to pass on much low-
er fuel price hikes than in
comparable nations.

Overall, the government
also sought to assure the
public that the decision to
move to ethanol-blended
fuel was not a “rushed”
one.

“This has been a jour-
ney spanning over two de-
cades from pilot projects in
2001, policy notification in
2013, institutional reforms
after 2018, massive invest-
ments beginning in 2021,
and then a carefully cali-
brated, phased increase in
blending levels,” the docu-
ment said.

The document added
that all stakeholders, in-
cluding automobile manu-
facturing companies, test-
ing agencies, oil marketing
companies, and the De-
partment of Food and Pu-
blic Distribution, were con-
sulted before rollout.

« 34T i e wrma
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IITs, [IMs, Central varsities push back against VBSA norms

Abhinay Lakshman
NEW DELHI

Institutes of National Im-
portance (INIs), including
IITs and IIMs, have pushed
back against the Centre’s
Viksit Bharat Shiksha Adh-
ishthan Bill, 2025, asking to
be exempted from many
provisions of the Bill that
intends to overhaul India’s
higher education regulato-
ry framework.

These institutes, along
with Central Universities,
have cited the need to pro-
tect institutional autono-
my, flagging contradictions
in the Bill and criticising as-
pects such as the provi-
sions for centralisation.

The Bill is under review
by a Joint Parliamentary
Committee (JPC) headed
by BJP MP D. Purandeswa-
ri. Submissions to the JPC
show that the NDA-ruled
States of Andhra Pradesh,

The Bill seeks to repeal statutory Acts governing the UGC, AICTE,
and NCTE , and replace them with a single apex body. FILE PHOTO

Meghalaya, and Madhya
Pradesh have objected to
the provisions, as reported
by The Hindu on Friday.

Structural overhaul

The Bill proposes a struc-
tural overhaul of higher
education in the country
by repealing the statutory
Acts governing the Univer-
sity Grants Commission,
the All India Council for

Technical Education, and
the National Council for
Teacher Education and re-
placing them with a single
apex body called the Viksit
Bharat Shiksha Adhish-
than, with regulatory, ac-
creditation, and standards
councils under it.

The government has de-
fended the Bill by citing
Clause 49, which promises
to protect the autonomy of

INIs and Institutes of
Eminence.

The IWTs, 1IMs, along
with institutes such as the
Indian Institutes of Infor-
mation Technology and
IISERSs, called for the Bill to
explicitly include language
exempting these institutes
from the scope of the new
regulatory structure.

While IIT-Kanpur, IIT-
Hyderabad, IIM-Sambal-
pur, and ISER, Mohali,
sought total exemption, IIT
Madras said the IITs should
be excluded from certain
clauses on regulatory ap-
provals for online pro-
grammes, opening new
colleges, and the applica-
bility of the Bill’s penalty
provisions.

Several other IITs, [IMs,
and IISERs have expressed
the need to ensure com-
plete institutional autono-
my for research, curricu-
lum, and academic

activities. The IIT-Dhan-
bad, TISER, Kolkata, and
the University of Hydera-
bad have pointed out that
there are other provisions
in the Bill which imply that
the new Bill will take pre-
cedence over the laws un-
der which the IITs, IIMs,
and IISERs were set up.

Graded penalty system
The IIT Bombay has ques-
tioned the logic of leaving
law and medicine out of
the Bill’s scope.

Several institutes have
criticised the proposed pe-
nalty structure. The Bill in-
troduces a graded penalty
system that could go up to
%75 lakh in fines and/or clo-
sure of the institution.

While IIT Madras sub-
mitted that IITs should be
left out of the clause, the
University of Hyderabad
suggested that penalties of
a particular amount and

above should be imposed
only after the decision of
an “independent
adjudicator”.

The Central Tribal Un-
iversity (CTU) of Andhra
Pradesh, however, cau-
tioned that the penalty
clause could have “diffe-
rential and unintended”
consequences for small
and rural institutions serv-
ing tribal or underserved
areas. It said these insti-
tutes may fall short on indi-
cators such as availability
of faculty but “not due to
institutional negligence,
but because of structural
and regional constraints”.

IIT Madras said the idea
of the envisioned single,
unified, and institutional
accreditation body may
not be adequate to deal
with the performance of
different types of higher
educational institutions in
the country.
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VBSA Bill, 2025
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Hasina plans return
to Bangladesh in Dec.

Reuters
NEW DELHI

Ousted Bangladeshi Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina,
facing a death sentence
back home where her par-
ty is banned, said she and
senior party colleagues
plan to return from exile in
India around December
and surrender.

The South Asian na-
tion’s longest-serving lead-
er said she and members
of her Awami League aim
to return voluntarily to
the country they left
two years ago and
present them-
selves in court,
testing the cur-
rent govern-
ment’s
handling
of its most

prominent political oppo-
nent.

“They may arrest me on
my return, they may even
kill me,” Ms. Hasina, 78,
said in the nearly hour-
long telephone interview
late on Thursday and into
Friday.

“Still, T have to go,” she
said. “My party leaders
and workers are being sub-
jected to tremendous re-
pression. If death comes, I
want it to come on my own
soil, where my parents are

buried and where their
blood was shed.”

Ms. Hasina left
Bangladesh in 2024
after protests ended
her 20 years as
Prime Minister
across mul-
tiple
n.  terms.
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Protests over Ken-Betwa river link project resume in M.P.

Mehul Malpani
BHOPAL

Residents of several villag-
es, mostly tribals, who are
allegedly being impacted
by the Ken-Betwa river link-
ing project, have resumed
their agitation in Chhatar-
pur district after talks with
officials failed to reach a
consensus.

Protesters have
launched a symbolic agita-
tion by placing hanging
noose around their necks.
The protest that has been
going on the banks of the
Barana river near Kupi vil-
lage has entered its fifth
day on Friday.

Earlier in April, the prot-
esters demonstrated for
days by lying on symbolic
pyres over water, which
had gained national atten-
tion.

The protesters com-
plained of inadequate reha-

227,

Tribal woman during a symbolic “hanging satyagraha” against the

Ken-Betwa project in Chhatarpur on Friday. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

bilitation package. Several
villagers have also been left
out of the rehabilitation
plan of the Ken-Betwa pro-
ject, and Majhgaon and
Runjh irrigation projects.
They are demanding that
their rehabilitation pack-
age be increased from 12.5
lakh to 325 lakh.
Chhatarpur  Collector
Parth Jaiswal, however,
told The Hindu that the pe-
ople protesting “are not be-

ing impacted by the Ken-
Betwa project”.

“There are about 100
people protesting now and
all of them are from Panna.
None of them are impacted
by Ken-Betwa, but by the
other two irrigation pro-
jects. They are demanding
that their rehabilitation
package should be like the
Ken-Betwa. We have sent
teams of officials from both
districts to talk to them,” he

said.

Mr. Jaiswal said after the
April protest, a fresh sur-
vey was conducted and
about 750 families were ad-
ded to the rehabilitation
plan of Majhgaon and
Runjh projects.

“The State Cabinet this
week has also passed a re-
solution to increase the
amount of rehabilitation
package [for Majhgaon and
Runjh projects] by about
3300 crore. Their compen-
sation has been increased
from %5 lakh to ¥12.5 lakh.
We have communicated it
to them,” he said.

Mr. Jaiswal also said that
the villagers are “being
misled” by some local acti-
vists who are using the site
of Ken-Betwa project for
the protests. “The de-
mands that are being
raised now are not valid,”
he added.

Flagged off by Prime Mi-

nister Narendra Modi on
December 25, 2024, the
Ken-Betwa link project is
the first of 30 such link pro-
jects under a National Per-
spective Plan (NPP) for wa-
ter resources development
and interlinking of rivers
with ‘surplus water’ to
those with ‘deficit water’.

However, residents of
several villages in Chhatar-
pur and Panna districts
have long been protesting
the projects over fears of
displacement and demand-
ing better rehabilitation
and improved compensa-
tion. Various environmen-
talists, including Former
Union Environment Minis-
ter Jairam Ramesh, have al-
s0 expressed concerns over
its potential impact on en-
vironment, local ecology
and wildlife as a large part
of the project falls inside
the Panna National Park
and Tiger Reserve.
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Ken—Betwa River Link Project (KBLP)
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The unfulfilled solar promise of India and Germany

Three years after both countries signed a landmark agreement to facilitate the migration of Indian solar technicians to Germany, not a single such technician has made the journey; the experience

exposes a wider disconnect between ambitious labour mobility agreements and the realities of skill development, labour market demand and the aspirations of India's emerging green workforce

Nimish Sawant
Safina Nabi
BERLIN

chreen Amin is
Mstuclying in the
fourth semester

at the Government Degree
College for Women in Zak-
ura, Srinagar. Ms. Amin re-
cently completed an inten-
sive  solar  technical
programme through a
Kashmir-based training in-
stitute registered with the
Skill Council for Green Jobs
(SCGJ). When the institute
was initially mobilising stu-
dents in her community,
she felt an instinctive urge
to enrol.

“I wasn’t thinking about
career benefits or the fu-
ture of solar energy back
then; my only interest was
a hands-on desire to learn
how to install the panels,”
Ms. Amin recalls. “But
now, 1 realise we will all
need these skills in the fu-
ture. [ want to know exact-
1y how to handle and oper-
ate  this  equipment
myself.”

Ms. Amin’s training is
part of the training of thou-
sands of students and pro-
fessionals to become “Su-
ryamitras,” or certified
solar photovoltaic (PV)
technicians. This is a three-
month long programme
from the Ministry of New
and Renewable Energy,
conducted by the National
Institute of Solar Energy, to
promote job creation in In-
dia’s solar industry.

Back in 2023, some of
the Suryamitras were also
considered potential can-
didates for working in the
German solar industry.

‘Within a month of form-

er German Chancellor Olaf
Scholz’s visit to India in Fe-
bruary 2023, the Bundes-
verband  Solarwirtschaft
(BSW), or the German So-
lar Industry Association,
and the SCQ] signed a
Memorandum of Under-
standing to  promote
skilled worker migration in
the solar sector between
India and Germany.

BSW is a trade body re-
presenting over 1,000
companies in the solar
energy and battery storage
sector in Germany. The
SCG] is a non-profit, auto-
nomous, industry-led or-
ganisation associated with
the Ministry of Skill Deve-
lopment and Entrepre-
neurship.

As per the MoU, the pro-
mise was to place at least
20 Indian Suryamitra elec-
tricians in Germany’s solar
sector. Another objective
was to promote skilled
workers exchange to help
address and accelerate
skilled worker migration in
solar between the two
countries. By conservative
estimates, Germany is fac-
ing a shortage of over
1,00,000 workers in the
solar sector.

Three years since that
MoU was signed, not a sin-
gle Indian Suryamitra has
migrated to Germany.

This is not the first time
an official Indo-German
agreement promising the
transfer of skilled labour
has failed to materialise.
Two years earlier, the State
of Maharashtra and the
German State of Baden-
Wiirttemberg had signed
an agreement on the
transfer of skilled labour,
promising to send 10,000

In limbo: The agreement promised to place at least 20 Indian Suryamitra electricians in Germany's
solar sector, but no technician has migrated under the partnership. REUTERS

skilled workers in 34
trades from the Indian
State to Germany. By De-
cember 2025, reports con-
firmed that not a single
professional had migrated
under the agreement.

Big promises
The BSW-Solar and SCGJ
agreement repeats a pat-
tern where not a single
skilled professional migrat-
ed from India to Germany.
It was during Chancellor
Scholz’s 2023 visit to India
that Germany increased its
cap on professional visas
for Indian professionals
from 20,000 to 90,000.

According to a 2025 stu-
dy by the German Eco-
nomic  Institute  (IW),
around 32,800 Indian pro-
fessionals work in STEM
(Science, Technology, En-
gineering and Mathemat-
ics) fields, a nine-fold in-
crease since 2012.

A third of full-time In-
dian workers aged 25 to 44
are employed in the STEM

sector. But the picture isn’t
as rosy for non-STEM sec-
tors, especially in areas
where vocational training
is a must - such as the so-
lar industry.

“Our understanding is
that the primary objective
of this initiative was to sup-
port domestic workforce
training and skills develop-
ment within India to meet
the needs of its booming
local market, rather than
facilitating  international
placements,” noted David
‘Wedepohl, managing di-
rector of International Af-
fairs at BSW Solar and also
a signatory of the MoU.

As per BSW Solar, they
were not operationally in-
volved in the training
programme.

The signatory from the
SCGJ, Arpit Sharma, noted
that the Suryamitras were
already trained under the
Ministry of New and Re-
newable Energy scheme,
and that the idea of the
partnership was to upskill

them in German technical
standards and provide
German-language courses.

“Unfortunately, no can-
didates were upskilled dur-
ing the tenure, and no
funds were provided to the
SCG] for any task,” noted
Mr. Sharma.

According to Mr. Wede-
pohl, throughout the en-
tire solar value chain,
there is a particular de-
mand for skilled workers
in building electrical sys-
tems, such as DC assembly,
AC installation, PV plan-
ning and construction
management for the PV
sector.

According to a 2024 stu-
dy by the Bertelsmann
Foundation, only 18% of
companies were actively
recruiting workers from
abroad, even though 70%
were facing a worker shor-
tage.

The reason - language
and bureaucratic hurdles
such as recognition of pro-
fessional qualifications. In

vocational fields, German
companies are strict about
on-the-job practical
knowledge.

As per Mr. Wedepohl,
“The aim was to identify
the already trained Surya-
mitras, which were sup-
ported by the National In-
stitute of Solar Energy and
if needed, upskill them to
German standards.”

Jana Fingerhut, Senior
Project Manager (Sustaina-
ble Social Market Econo-
my) at Bertelsmann Foun-
dation, notes that German
companies are strict about
the accreditation of certain
professions in addition to
language proficiency.

“The accreditation pro-
cess can cause delays. The
government is also cutting
down on language and in-
tegration courses, which
makes it even harder for
many qualified people to
enter the German job mar-
ket. We hope that changes
in the future,” noted Ms.
Fingerhut.

Mr. Sharma noted that a
list of 30 Suryamitras was
shared with BSW Solar.
“The candidates couldn’t
make it through the up-
skilling programme as the
German migration laws
changed,” said Mr. Sharma.

Speaking to various oth-
er students, such as Ms.
Amin, it also emerged that
many trainees are not en-
rolling with the objective of
building careers in the so-
lar sector. Some trainees
said they enrolled for the
stipend associated with the
programme, while others
did it while being engaged
in a different occupation.

It emerged that insti-
tutes are assigned enrol-

ment targets but receive lit-
tle guidance on how to
identify or recruit candi-
dates genuinely interested
in green-sector jobs. As a
result, the emphasis often
shifts from attracting mo-
tivated trainees to simply
filling seats.

Structural roadblocks
One thing both sides agree
on is the changes to migra-
tion frameworks on the
German side that further
complicated matters.

“When the partnership
‘was originally formed, la-
bour shortages and market
conditions in Germany dif-
fered from today. The Ger-
man market grew by
roughly 100% between
2022 and 2023. The coop-
eration provided a valua-
ble opportunity to better
understand the Indian so-
lar sector and to explore
‘whether labour mobility
between the two countries
could be feasible in the fu-
ture,” said Mr. Wedepohl.

According to a 2026 re-
port from the Bertelsmann
Foundation, the number of
people employed in Ger-
many’s renewable energy
sector reached a record
high of 4,36,000 in 2025, a
sub-4% increase over 2023.
The report notes that the
current federal govern-
ment’s energy policy
changes could put thou-
sands of jobs in the sector
atrisk.

“The previous govern-
ment placed a strong em-
phasis on expanding re-
newable energy and
implemented this through
new, ambitious expansion
targets and faster approval
procedures for renewable

energy installations. Under
the current federal govern-
ment, a political shift ap-
pears to be emerging that
could slow down the ex-
pansion of renewable ener-
gy. However, this is not yet
100% certain, as four ener-
gy-sector laws are current-
ly being developed. The in-
itial draft laws, however,
suggest that they could
lead to lower investment in
renewable energy and, asa
result, a reduction in jobs,”
said Ms. Fingerhut.

In March 2026, Germa-
ny’s Economy Minister,
Katherina Reiche, disconti-
nued state subsidies for
rooftop solar installations
up to 25 kW, citing a drop
in photovaoltaic prices.

“This cut would mean
that fewer people have an
incentive to install solar pa-
nels, which could have a
negative impact on invest-
ment and, in turn, on em-
ployment in the solar in-
dustry,” noted Ms.
Fingerhut.

At the moment, the
BSW and SCG]J partnership
focuses on ongoing discus-
sions around skill develop-
ment for manufacturing
and industrial workers
across the solar value
chain.

“Continued cooperation

between governments, in-
dustry stakeholders, and
training institutions re-
mains important to align
qualifications with actual
labour market needs,” said
Mr. Wedepohl.
(This article is part of the In-
dia-Germany Climate and
Energy Journalism Pro-
gramme organised by Clean
Energy Wire, supported by
Heinrich Béll Stiftung)
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Suspend, not remove, high functionaries
after 30 days in jail: parliamentary panel

Draft report backs objective of preventing ‘governance from jail, but seeks to dilute the Bill’s arrest-based trigger, which can unseat a PM, CM or

Minister; panel records concern that mechanism could be misused against Opposition leaders; most BJP rivals have boycotted the joint committee

Sobhana K. Nair
NEW DELHI

Joint Parliamentary
ACommittee exa-
mining the Consti-

tution (One Hundred and
Thirtieth Amendment) Bill
has recommended replac-
ing the provision for auto-
matic “removal” of a Prime
Minister, Chief Minister or
Minister after 30 consecu-
tive days in judicial custody
with “suspension”, though
the immediate conse-
quence in both cases
would be that the public
functionary demits office.

Most Opposition par-
ties, arguing that the Bill
was driven by “malicious
intent”, had declined to
join the panel headed by
BJP MP Aparajita Sarangi.

The proposed constitu-
tional amendment seeks to
address what the govern-
ment describes as a vacu-
um in cases where public
functionaries continue in
office during prolonged
incarceration.

The panel has made five
recommendations. These
include replacing the Bill’s
provisions for a Minister’s
“removal” or requirement
to “cease to be a Minister”

with “suspension”. The re-
commendation  follows
submissions from stake-
holders that terms such as
“removed” and “shall
cease to be a Minister” car-
ried “an unwarranted air
of finality and stigma”. By
contrast, suspension is
seen as a reversible mea-
sure, akin to service rules
that place government em-
ployees under suspension
after prolonged detention
without presuming guilt.

Constitution silent

The committee has also re-
commended defining “se-
rious criminal offences” as
offences punishable with
imprisonment of five years
or more. It proposed an au-
tomatic reversal clause un-
der which suspension
would lapse upon dis-
charge, acquittal, or failure
of the prosecution to pro-
ceed within a specified
period.

The panel called for fast-
track courts to hear cases
involving high constitu-
tional functionaries and
for a separate schedule list-
ing offences that would at-
tract the proposed
provisions.

According to the com-

LOCAL STUDY VISIT OF

Joint Parliamentary Committee chairperson Aparajita Sarangi
(centre) addressing a press conference in New Delhi in June. PTI

mittee’s draft report, there
was broad agreement
among stakeholders that
the Constitution and the
Representation of the Peo-
ple Act, 1951, are presently
silent on the consequences
of a sitting Prime Minister,
Chief Minister, or Minister
being arrested and held in
custody on serious crimi-

nal charges.
However, the report
notes that the sharpest dis-

agreements centred on the
mechanism chosen by the
Bill rather than its objec-
tive. “Notably, even within
the supportive cluster, no
stakeholder defended the
Bill's present formulation

without qualification; and
even within the critical
cluster, no stakeholder re-
jected the legislative objec-
tive itself,” the report says.
“The disagreement lies
overwhelmingly in the de-
sign of the trigger mechan-
ism and the safeguards at-
tending it, not in the
underlying policy goal.”
The Union Home Minis-
try, the Ministry of Law
and Justice, the 23 Law
Commission, and the State
governments of Haryana,
Madhya Pradesh, Rajas-
than, Maharashtra, Chhat-
tisgarh, Andhra Pradesh
have broadly supported
the Bill, treating it as a legi-

timate and overdue consti-
tutional response to “go-
vernance from jail” and as
an extension of constitu-
tional morality.

Problematic clause
The most contested provi-
sion was the Bill’s trigger
mechanism, under which
a public functionary would
automatically lose office af-
ter spending 30 continu-
ous days in custody in con-
nection with offences
punishable with five years’
imprisonment or more.
The report says that “an
overwhelming majority of
stakeholders”, including
institutions otherwise sup-
portive of the legislation,
found the trigger constitu-
tionally problematic be-
cause it was not linked to
any judicial finding of guilt.
It notes that law univer-
sities, civil society organi-
sations, and political par-
ties repeatedly argued that
arrest is “an executive/
procedural device” and “is
not a judicial determina-
tion of guilt”. Consequent-
ly, attaching constitutional
consequences to custody
rather than conviction or
even trial “risks treating an
unproven accusation as a

de facto disqualification”.

Several institutions, in-
cluding NALSAR, Hydera-
bad; National Law Univer-
sity, Delhi; West Bengal
National University of Ju-
ridical Science, Kolkata;
and the Association for De-
mocratic Reforms pro-
posed shifting the trigger
to the stage of framing of
charges by a court.

Several stakeholders ar-
gued that the five-year
threshold was “poorly cali-
brated” and inconsistent
with other laws that use a
seven-year threshold for
serious offences. Some
pointed out that the provi-
sion could cover more than
140 offences, many of
which have no direct con-
nection with probity in pu-
blic life.

The committee rejected
the demand to raise the
threshold to seven years
but recommended a sepa-
rate schedule of offences
punishable with five years
or more in prison.

The panel also recorded
concerns that the mechan-
ism could be misused
against non-BJP-ruled
States through the actions
of Central investigative
agencies.
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Fix the house

Governments should regulate social
media platforms, not users

T he more wicked the problem, the more

the people yearn for a simpler solution.

This tendency has complicated the pu-
blic debate on how and how much social media
harm teenagers. While the idea that these plat-
forms were stoking a mental health crisis pre-
vailed in several countries for long, researchers
have now adopted a more cautious stance. Social
media use and mental health are clearly associat-
ed — more so among girls — but how much of that
is actually causal and in what circumstances is
still being debated. Recently, Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi spoke favourably of Australia’s deci-
sion, in 2024, to ban social media access for those
aged 16 and below. His words augur a similar ban
in India, one that Andhra Pradesh and Karnataka
have publicly mulled as well. However, Australian
psychologists, digital health researchers, child-
rights scholars, and online safety experts have
criticised the ban because, while there is a credi-
ble body of evidence linking social media use and
harm among children, evidence of a link bet-
ween an age-based access ban and better mental
health has been lacking. In the absence of a real-
world precedent, Australia has effectively been
conducting a natural experiment. And research
has estimated that around 85% of 12-16-year-olds
still use social media platforms.

While some psychologists and advocacy
groups have argued that waiting for perfect evi-
dence to act would recreate the mistake govern-
ments made with tobacco, many experts believe
that the state should drop the ban and instead
adopt a stronger duty of care, include digital lite-
racy in school education, restrict addictive user
interfaces/experiences, mandate a chronological
feed for minors, enforce stronger content moder-
ation, improve privacy protections, and intro-
duce effective parental controls. Most studies of
adolescent harm due to social media have also
been observational and thus susceptible to re-
verse causation (depressed teenagers may spend
more time online) and smaller average effects; ex-
perts have also noted that hours per day is less ex-
planatory than passive versus active engagement,
participation in supportive versus hostile com-
munities, and so on. Indeed, while social media
use can disrupt sleep and increase exposure to
cyber-bullying, addictive recommendation pat-
terns, and content about self-harm and eating
disorders, it can also help maintain friendships
and explore one’s identity, offer peer support,
and increase access to LGBTQIA+ communities
and mental health information. The overall pic-
ture is mixed and the solutions are not simple.
However, the first step could be: rather than reg-
ulate ‘who may enter’, governments should
change how platforms operate.

Change ‘addictive design’ of
Facebook, Instagram, says EU

Agence France-Presse
BRUSSELS

Meta must change Face-
book’s and Instagram’s
“addictive design” or facea
heavy fine, the EU warned
on Friday.

Brussels accused the
U.S. tech giant of failing to
limit the risks the plat-
forms posed to users, espe-
cially children and vulner-
able adults, because of
features designed to keep
them on Facebook and
Instagram.

Of particular concern
are those like endless
scroll, highly personalised
feeds and the automatic
playback of videos.

“Protecting the physical
and mental health of Euro-
peans must be a priority
for social media plat-

|

oMet®

Of particular concern are those
like endless scroll, and highly
personalised feeds. REUTERS

forms,” EU tech chief Hen-
na Virkkunen said in a
statement.

The European Union
has in recent months
stepped up its efforts to
force Big Tech to better
protect users online, espe-
cially children.

In a preliminary view on
Friday, the European Com-
mission said it “considers

that Meta needs to imple-
ment design changes to
both Instagram and Face-
book” after concluding the
platforms broke EU con-
tent rules.

Changes could include
“disabling key addictive
features such as ‘autoplay”
and ‘infinite scroll’ by de-
fault, implementing effec-
tive ‘screen time breaks’,
and adapting its recom-
mender system to make it
less engagement-orient-
ed”, it added.

Meta said it disagreed
with findings but would
continue to “engage con-
structively” with the EU.

If the regulator’s views
on Meta are confirmed, the
EU can slap a fine of up to
6% of the company’s total
worldwide annual
turnover.
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Over and above

Women must find support to stay in
jobs that match their degrees

ith more Indian women entering un-
w iversity campuses, the gender gap in

college classrooms has narrowed.
The latest All India Survey on Higher Education
(AISHE) data for 2023-24 reveal that absolute fe-
male enrolment rose by 42% over the past de-
cade, climbing from 1.57 crore in 2014-15 to 2.24
crore. In comparison, male enrolment grew from
1.85 crore to 2.26 crore during the same period.
Women have comfortably surpassed the male
growth rate of 22.16%, pushing total higher edu-
cation enrolment to a record 4.5 crore. They now
account for nearly half (49.7%) of all students in
Indian universities and colleges. With a Gender
Parity Index of 1.08, 108 young women now enter
higher education for every 100 men. This marks
a hard-won victory, especially for marginalised
communities, where female enrolment among
Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes rose by
51.4% and 75.7%, respectively. Yet, a deeper look
at the data demands caution. High enrolment
numbers are a superficial veneer if the pipeline of
employment opportunities beyond the college
gate remains broken. While women make up 44%
of STEM students, this number is heavily skewed
toward the “S” (general sciences such as biology
and chemistry), where they hold a 54.6% major-
ity. In contrast, engineering and technology re-
main male-dominated, with women making up
just 31.1% of enrolment. By clustering in tradition-
al sciences, women are isolated from the future-
proof economic drivers of artificial intelligence
and software engineering.

Educational institutions remain largely pa-
triarchal. While the student body reflects a 50-50
split, there are only 82 female teachers for every
100 male teachers. Women remain absent from
top-tier leadership roles. Further, the influx of
students has coincided with an explosion of priv-
ate and low-tier colleges, which face acute faculty
shortages and poor infrastructure. India also fac-
es a disconnect between higher education and
the formal job market. The Female Labor Force
Participation Rate remains low due to societal ex-
pectations, domestic responsibilities, and safety
barriers. According to the 2025 PLFS report, men
dominate the regular salaried workforce (26.5%
versus 18.2%) and earn more. Average monthly
earnings stand at ¥24,217 for men, compared
with T18,353 for women. While 64.2% of women
are classified as self-employed, this categorisa-
tion is vague and the statistic often includes un-
paid household or farm labour, failing to show
where women students go after they exit lecture
halls. As 2.24 crore young women claim their
place on campuses, the burden shifts to policy-
makers, institutional heads, and industry leaders
to ensure that these women stay on in fruitful
paid employment aligned with their degrees.

«  AISHE (Al India Survey on Higher Education)

). AISHE 2022-23 3117 2023-24 RAE a1t
- NG FHITGTT T AISHE 2022-23 31T 2023-24 R airdt &7 &

2. I=1 G # wrdichat (Enrollment) Rebls TIT 97
«  FoT TAAIFBT 4.5 HAT (4S Afcta=T) TFH vgT 17
o 2014-1S F} GeFT B TS 31.5% a@aﬁl

« Female GER (Gross Enrolment Ratio): 31.2%
e Male GER: 28.9%

. Ugeft a7 ARSI GER YW I 3HfA ol fabaT 1T

4. STEM g # gfz
« Science, Technology, Engineering & Mathematics (STEM) #
AT | BT A 3Afedeh & 3T

S. NEP 2020 T UgemT AISHE Stocktake

. RuiE & FFIAR:

. $6% TIHIETEAY S 4-Year UG Programme T 13527
*  49% 3T Multiple Entry-Exit STa=IT 319715 |

«  $5% J=TT NIRF H STTiHCT g0
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Terrorisms data retreat hides emerging global threats

tfirst glance, the macroeconomic

indicators of global security offer a rare

moment of statistical comfort. Recent

reports suggest that global terrorism
experienced a noteworthy decline in 2025, with
fatalities around the world falling to 5,582 across
2,944 recorded incidents — representing a 28%
drop in deaths and a 22% reduction in overall
attacks. With as many as 81 nations registering
measurable improvements in their domestic
security landscapes, a superficial reading of the
data might suggest that the international
community is finally turning the tide against
terror, or as the strategists prefer to call it,
asymmetric warfare.

Beyond statistical comfort

Yet, there lies a far more unsettling reality: the
world is not necessarily becoming safer; it is
becoming unevenly unsafe. The aggregate
reduction in violence masks a profound
structural mutation in how terror operates,
where it thrives, and how we, as a global society,
perceive it.

It raises a haunting philosophical and strategic
question: have we begun to subconsciously
accept terrorism not as a horrific aberration to be
entirely eradicated, but as a “normal” tax on
modern civilisation?

There is an insidious trap in treating aggregate
declines as a triumph. When violence becomes
highly concentrated, it risks becoming invisible to
the global conscience. The data show that nearly
70% of all terrorism-related deaths are now
compressed into five countries: Pakistan, Burkina
Faso, Nigeria, Niger, and the Democratic Republic
of the Congo. Sub-Saharan Africa, particularly the
volatile Sahel region, alone accounts for over half
of all global fatalities.

Because the vast majority of this devastation
occurs within these specific, vulnerable
geographies, the wealthier and more stable
quarters of the world are prone to a dangerous
complacency. When terrorism is confined to
nations already beset by chronic systemic
fragility, the international community tends to
relegate it to background noise — a tragic feature
of post-colonial states.

This regional containment fosters a false sense
of security. Not every terror incident is a
Pahalgam: organised, ruthlessly planned and
flawlessly executed. The rise of decentralised,
transnational, and rapid digital recruitment has
facilitated lone-actor attacks in many countries.
‘When the methodology of terror shifts from
massive, complex operations to low-tech,
high-impact individual strikes incited on online
echo-chambers, the threat becomes an

Shashi Tharoor

Fourth-term Member
of Parliament

(Lok Sabha) for
Thiruvananthapuram
(Congress party),

the Chairman of the
Parliamentary
Standing Committee
on External Affairs
and the Sahitya
Akademi
Award-winning author
of 29 books, including
‘Pax Indica: India and
the World of

the 21st Century’

While the
world may be
recording fewer
terrorist attacks,
it is
simultaneously
confronting a
far more
resilient and
adaptive
adversary

internalised, ambient hazard of modern
pluralistic societies. By treating these as an
unavoidable operational hazard of the 21st
century, we risk normalising the unacceptable.

Reaction to prevention

To prevent terrorism from metastasising further,
counter-terrorism strategy must move away from
reactive responses and toward addressing the
structural ecology of extremist violence. There
are two critical arenas where this intervention
must take place: the blurring line between state
conflict and terrorism, and the specific
vulnerability of international frontiers.

First, the data establishes an overwhelming
correlation between political instability and
violent extremism: an estimated 99% of all
terrorism-related deaths occur in nations already
entangled in armed conflict. Terrorism is rarely
an isolated phenomenon generated in a vacuum;
it is the ultimate by-product of institutional or
diplomatic collapse. Where state capacity is
hollowed out, extremist groups swiftly step into
the vacuum, offering alternative forms of
primitive security, or ideological certainty to
disillusioned populations.

Second, the geography of modern terror has
become distinctly granular. Over 60% of attacks
now take place within 100 kilometres of
international borders. These frontier zones,
frequently neglected (or weaponised) by central
governments, offer ideal operational sanctuaries.
In these porous margins, terrorist syndicates
manage cross-border movements, establish illicit
supply lines, and conduct recruitment enabled or
unhindered by state authority.

Curbing this threat requires an intentional
re-investment in state capacity, development and
border sovereignty. If central authorities continue
to treat borderlands as secondary priorities, they
leave the door open for non-state actors to
entrench themselves. Furthermore, development
assistance must be strategically aligned with
security imperatives, treating the reinforcement
of judicial systems, localised policing, and basic
administrative services as the primary bulwarks
against extremist encroachment.

‘Whether the statistical downward trend
recorded in 2025 will endure remains an open
and highly precarious question. The
contemporary security landscape is caught in a
tug-of-war between institutional stabilisation
efforts and powerful destabilising catalysts.

The constriction of violent extremism to a
smaller pool of actors — specifically the five
dominant networks (Islamic State, Jama’at Nusrat
Al-Islam wal Muslimeen (JNIM), Tehrik-e-Taliban
Pakistan (TTP), Lashkar-e-Taiba and al-Shabaab)

— means that counter-terrorism forces can
achieve maximum impact through highly focused
intelligence and interdiction efforts. As the threat
becomes more localised and frontier-centric,
multinational intelligence apparatuses must
become equally agile, disrupting cross-border
logistics before they can scale into wider
insurgencies. Tech platforms and state regulatory
bodies must continue to refine their capabilities
to detect and dismantle decentralised digital
radicalisation pipelines before they can catalyse
lone-actor violence.

However, the headwinds militating against a
sustained decline are formidable. The ongoing
conflicts in West Asia threaten to completely
reverse recent global gains. Prolonged warfare,
mass displacement, and the systematic erosion of
state institutions create a uniquely fertile
breeding ground for extremist resurgence in 2026
and beyond. The persistence of major
geopolitical conflicts, including India-Pakistan,
lowers the barriers to entry for new, fragmented
radical actors, further complicating the global
threat matrix.

Furthermore, even within the current
downward trend, the stark resilience and
adaptability of organisations such as the TTP —
which bucked the general decline by increasing
its attacks — serve as a potent warning. Modern
terrorist organisations are highly adaptive
entities. When squeezed globally, they fragment,
localise, and embed themselves within
pre-existing domestic ethnic or political
grievances, making them extraordinarily difficult
to curb.

The complacency trap

The ultimate lesson of the contemporary security
paradigm is that terrorism is not receding; it is
simply reorganising. The international
community cannot afford to be lulled into a state
of complacency by declining aggregates; it is
simultaneously confronting a far more complex,
resilient, and adaptive adversary.

For nations such as India, navigating an
immediate strategic environment surrounded by
highly volatile neighbourhoods and cross-border
security challenges, these transformations
require a continuous, sophisticated recalibration
of both domestic and regional counter-terrorism
doctrines. We must not surrender the moral and
strategic clarity required to defeat it. The
numbers may be falling, but the structural risks
are not. True security will not be achieved by
celebrating statistical lulls, but by relentlessly
dismantling the fault lines of conflict, governance
failures, and digital radicalisation that allow the
ideology of terror to survive.
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Equity MF inflows see 26.5% surge in June

Net inflows of T28,973 crore in June come after easing geopolitical tensions, expectations of supportive domestic macroeconomic conditions, strong

retail participation; outstanding SIP accounts increase to 10.5 crore for the first time after four months of staying around the territory of 104 crore

Ashokamithran T.
MUMBAI

quity-oriented mu-
Etual fund schemes

attracted  ¥28,973
crore in June, a sharp surge
of 26.5% from the previous
month, driven by easing
geopolitical tensions, ex-
pectations of supportive
domestic macroeconomic
conditions, and strong re-
tail participation, data
from the Association of
Mutual Funds of India (AM-
FI) showed.

The net inflows in June
came after a 40.4% decline
in the previous month. In-
vestors had contributed

more than the median in-
vestment of 27,476 crore
in 2026 so far.

The number of out-
standing systematic invest-
ment plan (SIP) accounts
increased to 10.5 crore for
the first time after four
months of staying around
the territory of 10.4 crore
accounts. The increase
came in a fall in disconti-
nued accounts to 50.6
lakh, from over 51 lakh ac-
counts in May 2026.

The contributing SIPs
increased to 9.7 crore, con-
stituting 93% of the out-
standing SIP accounts in
June. In May 2026, just
about 9.6 crore accounts

Slow and steady

Indians invested 28,373 crore into equity based mutual fund
schemes in June 2026, a 26.5% increase from 22,907 crore in
the previous month
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Source: Association of Mutual Funds of India (AMFI}

contributed for their SIPs,
making them a slightly low-
er share of 92% of all out-

standing accounts. Inves-
tors contributed 31,781
crore into SIPs in June

2026, up from 330,954
crore in the month earlier.
Within the equity category,
mid-cap funds attracted
the highest inflows at
36,090 crore, followed by
small-cap funds at 35,602
crore and flexi cap funds at
35,231 crore. Large cap
funds received an inflow of
32,067 crore.

On the other hand, divi-
dend yield funds and equi-
ty-linked savings schemes
saw net outflows during
the month. Also, gold ETFs
recorded a net inflow of
33,443 crore in June
against a net outflow of
3725 crore in May. The re-
newed enthusiasm in mu-

tual funds comes in the
backdrop of increasing
campaigns by fund manag-
ers and personal finance
experts. “The rebound in-
dicates that investor confi-
dence remains resilient
despite ongoing global un-
certainties and periodic
market volatility. Improved
market sentiment, expec-
tations of supportive dom-
estic macroeconomic con-
ditions, and continued
strength in retail participa-
tion helped support flows
during the month,” said
Nehal Meshram, senior
analyst, Morningstar In-
vestment Research India.
(With PTI inputs)
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Equity-Oriented Mutual Fund Scheme UHH YPR
Large Cap Fund
EPHTZ-)"? Mid Cap Fund
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Mysterious strikes target
Iran after U.S. air attacks

Associated Press
DUBAI

A series of mysterious, un-
claimed air strikes that hit
Iran after the U.S. said it
finished its attacks have
again raised questions of
who else may be targeting
the Islamic Republic.

The strikes on Thurs-
day, just as Iran prepared
to bury the late Supreme
Leader Ayatollah Ali Kha-
menei, hit areas across
southern Iran. The coun-
try’s theocracy hasn’t di-
rectly blamed anyone for
the strikes, though one
lawmaker issued a warning
to the United Arab Emi-
rates over allegedly provid-
ing support to the United
States in its campaign
against Iran.

Gulf Arab states, which
repeatedly have been tar-
geted by Iran since the war

A makeshift memorial in Tehran to the schoolchildren who were
killed in a strike on a girls’ primary school in Minab, Iran. REUTERS

began February 28, did not
immediately respond to re-
quests for comment on Fri-
day over the strikes. The
attacks come as they and
the U.S. insist the Strait of
Hormuz must be open and
free to ships to transit.
Israel, which under
Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu has engaged in
an intense campaign

against Iran, has not at-
tacked the Islamic Repu-
blic since June. Israel also
broadly immediately
claims its attacks on Iran.

On Friday, Iranian state
media quoted Esmail Kou-
sari, a former commander
in IRGC, as warning the
UAE would “pay the price
for its cooperation with the
United States”.
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Ukrainian drones hit southern
Russian refineries and Azov port

Firefighters working to extinguish burning petroleum products at the seaport, say Russian officials; Moscow’s Defence

Ministry says it downed more than 370 Ukrainian drones; Kyiv's army chief says war not yet at decisive ‘turning point’

Agence France-Presse
MOSCOW

krainian drone
Ustrikes on Friday
hit southern Rus-

sian oil refineries and the
port of Taganrog on the
Azov Sea, where authori-
ties declared an emergen-
cy and evacuated some re-
sidents, officials said.

Kyiv has beefed up its ef-
forts in recent months to
hinder Moscow’s financial
capabilities in its war
against Ukraine, targeting
energy infrastructure in re-
taliatory strikes and caus-
ing a nationwide fuel
shortage.

Russia’s Defence Minis-
try said its forces downed

over 370 Ukrainian drones,
including over the Moscow
region.

In the port of Taganrog,
near occupied Ukraine, so-
cial media videos showed
plumes of smoke rising ov-
er the city. Local governor
Yuri Slyusar said he visited
the port after “massive”
night-time strikes. “Efforts
to extinguish the fire of pe-
troleum products at the
seaport are ongoing.”

In the neighbouring
Krasnodar region, authori-
ties said drones caused a
fire at the Ilsky oil refinery.
Authorities reported no
casualties.

Russian leader Vladimir
Putin has acknowledged
that the Ukrainian strikes

People queue to refuel their cars at a petrol station in Moscow on
Friday as Ukrainian strikes on refineries crimp domestic supply. AFp

are causing a fuel shortage
and said they are aimed at
dividing Russians.
Meanwhile, Ukraine’s
commander-in-chief Olek-
sandr Syrsky said that a

turning point in the war
with Russia was “still a long
way off”, despite hailing a
string of recent successes
for his troops.

Kyiv’s army has halted

the Russian advance across
much of the front line in re-
cent months, and deli-
vered a string of major
long-range attacks on Rus-
sian oil refineries. Many in
Ukraine and among their
backers abroad are saying
Kyiv’s troops are on the
front foot in the more than
four-year war.

In a social media post
summarising the first half
of the year, Mr. Syrsky not-
ed a decrease in the num-
ber of “active offensive
fronts”, and said Russia’s
assaults had dropped by
half.

“At the same time, we
are still far from a turning
point in the war,” he
added.
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Burnham on the verge of becoming UK. PM

Sriram Lakshman
LONDON

Former Greater Manches-
ter Mayor Andy Burnham
is all but certain to be U.K.
Prime Minister Keir Starm-
er’s successor after he se-
cured the support of 322 of
403 Labour MPs to be-
come the next occupant of
No. 10 Downing Street and
Labour Party leader.

The support of 81 MPs is
needed to contest any in-
ternal election; Mr. Burn-
ham was officially one MP
short, as of Friday after-
noon, of ensuring that he
would be the only candi-
date in the fray. Four other
MPs had declared support
for the former Mayor but
had not officially nominat-
ed him, as per Labour List,
a website that tracks news
from the party. Mr. Burn-
ham is expected to be ap-

¥ 3 iy

Andy Burnham being greeted as he arrives to deliver a speech at the
People’s History Museum in Manchester, Britain. REUTERS

pointed Labour leader by
the end of next week and
Prime Minister on July 20.

Mr. Burnham, who is
from Labour’s ‘soft left’
and was elected three
times to run Manchester,
won a byelection in Maker-
field on June 18 in order to
return to Westminster, as
support for Mr. Starmer
within his party continued

to evaporate. Mr. Burnham
thanked MPs for their sup-
port, saying it was indica-
tive of a desire for a new
approach to politics.

“That is the circuit
breaker [ am offering: pow-
er out of Westminster, an
economy rewired for or-
dinary people, and good
growth in every postcode,”
he said in a statement on

Thursday. Mr. Burnham al-
50 released a video mes-
sage on Gaza on the same
day. “The unbearable suf-
fering in Gaza is a scar on
our collective conscience,”
Mr. Burnham said, noting
there was still a humanitar-
ian crisis under way. He
condemned Israel’s mili-
tary for expanding the area
it controls in Gaza. He also
“strongly”  condemned
Hamas for the attack on Is-
rael on October 7, 2023, as
well as condemning the in-
crease in antisemitic at-
tacks in the U.K.

“Labour’s initial res-
ponse to the treatment of
Gaza caused huge hurt. We
got it wrong and I am sorry
for that,” he said.

Mr. Burnham acknow-
ledged that the Labour go-
vernment had taken im-
portant steps such as
recognising the Palestinian

state, sanctioning some Is-
raeli ministers and violent
Israeli settlers, and had
placed restrictions on
arms exports. However,
the U.K. was too slow to
call for a ceasefire, he said.

The government of Is-
raeli Prime Minister Benja-
min Netanyahu was “clear-
ly attempting to make a
‘two-state solution’ impos-
sible”, Mr. Burnham said,
calling for further respons-
es from the U.K.

There is increasing evi-
dence that war crimes
were committed in Gaza,
he said, adding that the in-
ternational courts — and
not politicians — should
make a determination on
this. “There is no contrad-
iction between a zero tole-
rance approach to anti-
semitism and holding the
Netanyahu government to
account.”
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