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1. 31fp T4 ARG Y (Trade and Economic

Cooperation)

feuela IR &1 7

3 <= A v 2030 de fgueia =R
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CANECRIC R
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(Customs Facilitation)
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2. & 3R ! YR&M (Defence and

Maritime Security)
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3. 3fdhdlg Bl GHIadl R B Udd- (Counter-
Terrorism & Law Enforcement)

Hgad ®1E TE (JWG)
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RTUT HRA 5 THAT (MoA) BT

4. Y, ST 3R oIS 3IYUT (Agriculture & Science)

HIdIpe TR WH ST 3R URETe ¢ag 3IIHUM (Polar Research)
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5. 30T Yaed 3R WS ol (Disaster Management &
Clean Energy)

3{TUeT Ufdhe (Resilience) CIRERIRERE
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Connect)
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Iranian regional reprisals follow U.S. attacks

U.S. says its attacks will weaken Tehran’s ability
to threaten shipping, insists the Strait is open

Associated Press
DUBAIL

he US. attacked
T Iran early on Sun-
day over an Iranian

strike on a container ship
in the Strait of Hormuz that
left one Indian sailor mis-
sing. Iran responded with
attacks on several coun-
tries in West Asia, includ-
ing Balrain, Kuwait, Qatar,
Jordan, and Oman.

The U.S. struck again la-
ter on Sunday. Iran’s state-
run IRNA news agency cit-
ed the Governor of Qeshm
island near the strait as
saying projectiles had been
fived at military targets,
with no casualties. It said
explosions were heard in
the coastal city of Bandar
Ahbas and Hajiabad city to
the north.

The U.S. military’s Cen-
tral Command (CENT-
COM) said it hit 140 targets,
including missile and
drone launch sites, ammu-
nition dumps, communi-

Tehran launches attacks on West Asian countries
hosting U.S. forces, says the Strait remains closed

Tensions boil over: The U.S. says it hit 140 targets, including missile and drone launch sites and
communication equipment, in Iran. REUTERS

cation equipment, and
other sites. It said the at-
tacks, heavier than in re-
cent days, would weaken
Iran’s ability to threaten
shipping. “We bombed the
hell out of them last night,”
President Donald Trump
said.

Iranian state media later
reported U1.S. strikes across
the country, including mil-
itary sites in a province
near Tehran. Semi-official

news agencies said that a
Navy officer was killed.
Iran retaliated by attack-
ing nations in the region
hosting U.S. military forc-
es, while insisting it alone
must control the Strait.

New questions

The U.S. military and Mr.
Trump asserted that the
Strait remained open on
Sunday. Iran said the Strait
was closed until calm is

restored. The [fighting
raised new questions
about the interim deal Tran
and the U.S. reached on
June 17, heginning a 60-day
period aimed at reaching a
permanent end to the war.

“The cra of onc-sided
deals is OVER,"” Moham-
mad Bagher Ghalibaf,
Speaker of Iran’s Parlia-
ment and a key negotiator,
wrote. “We told you: keep
your word or pay the

Govt. slams ship
attack off Oman;
seafarer missing

CHENNAL

The government has
condemned the attack on a
Cyprus-flagged commercial
vessel off the coast of Uman
that left one of its 11 Indian
crew members missing. “We
condemn the attack on the
commercial vessel GFS
Galaxy...,” it said. » PAGE 4

price. Reality is knocking.”

Tehran added that it
would consider targeting
“additional enemy bases in
the region” if it faced more
attacks.

Qatar’s military said it
intercepted incoming Ira-
nian fire. Three people, in-
cluding a child, were
wounded as a result of
shrapnel from the inter-
ception of Iranian attacks,
Qatar’s Interior Ministry

said. Missile alerts sounded
in Bahrain which houses
the U.S. Navy’s 5th Fleet.
Kuwait’s military also said
it was intercepting incom-
ing fire.

The Omani state news
agency said drones struck
sites in an area that sits on
the Strait of Hormuz and is-
sued a shelter-in-place
warning for residents in
the region. The attack
came a day after Oman and
Iran held talks on the
strait. Oman summoned
the Iranian Ambassador to
protest the strikes, the first
such move since the war
began, calling Iran’s acts
“irresponsible.”

Three Iranian missiles
struck areas across Jordan,
causing minor damage but
no injuries, Jordan’s state
news agency reported. Si-
rens also sounded in the
UAE, but the government
said missiles did not cross
into its territory.

A Cyprus-flagged con-
tainer ship was hit by Iran

Tran’s Revolutionary Guard said multiple vessels
ignored orders; one ‘was hit by a warning shot’

and suffered “significant
engine room damage,”
CENTCOM said.

Iran’s paramilitary Re-
volutionary Guard said
multiple vessels “disre-
garded our warnings” and
ignored instructions to fol-
low what it called an ap-
proved route. One “was
struck by a warning shot
and brought to a stop”.

The Strait, a key route
for the global supply of oil
and natural gas, has be-
come the key sticking point
in negotiations, and fight-
ing over the past week has
left negotiations in danger
of collapse.

Oman on Saturday said
it and Iran agreed to conti-
nue discussing the Strzit
“at the technical and politi-
cal levels.” Iran offered no
statement about the Strait
being open to all, someth-
ing sought by the Trump
administration.

RELATED REPORT ON
» PAGE 15
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PM must restore Statehood

to J&K, says CM Abdullah

Peerzada Ashiq
JAMMU

Referring to Prime Minister
Narendra Modi's repeated
promise to restore State-
hood to Jammu and Kash-
mir, Chief Minister Omar
Abdullah on Sunday said a
commitment made by the
country’s highest elected
leader  should  carry
weight.

“In [Jammu’s] Katra, the
Prime Minister talked
about the restoration of
J&K Statehood, with these
words that ‘it isn’t an or-
dinary promise but Modi’s
promise’. If the Prime Mi-
nister makes a promise, it
should carry some weight,
and there should be some
action on it,” Mr. Abdullah
said at a public meeting af-
ter arally here.

This was the second ma-
jor public rally by the rul-
ing National Conference
(NC) ahead of its proposed
July 20 protest at Jantar
Mantar in New Delhi to de-
mand restoration of State-
hood and constitutional
guarantees.

“Whenever the people
of J&K seek fulfilment of
the promise, we are told it
will happen “at the appro-
priate time’,” he said.

“The restoration of
Statehood is not the cause
of any one party; it is the
cause of every citizen of
Jammu and Kashmir. That
is why we have invited ev-
ery political party and
leader to join us on July 20.
With elections still years
away, this is the time to rise
above politics and stand
united for our shared fu-
ture,” Mr. Abdullah added.

Referring to the Centre’s
outreach to Ladakh with
Article 371 safeguards, Mr.
Abdullah said, “If dialogue
and constitutional safe-
guards can be offered to
those who choose to prot-

NC workers listen to CM Omar Abdullah speak at a rally demanding
the restoration of Statehood to J&K in Jammu on Sunday. AP

Police arrest 3 publishers for
‘pro-separatist’ books in J&K

The Hindu Bureau

JAMMU

The counter-intelligence
unit of the Jammu and
Kashmir Police on Sunday
arrested three publishers
for allegedly bringing out
“pro-separatist” books

under Samagra Shiksha
scheme. The police have
lodged a case under the
Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita
and the Unlawful Activides
(Prevention) Act.

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 4

est, why are the democrat-
ic aspirations of the people
of J&K denied? We seek
nothing more than the res-
toration of our rightful
Statehood and the authori-
ty to govern through the
mandate given to us by the
people.”

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Deputy Chief Minis-
ter Surinder Choudhary
said restoration of State-
heod is a must to ensure
good days for J&K, adding,
“Give us back Statehood so
that we can address em-
ployment issues. This is
the voice of the people of
J&KP

Meanwhile, BJP leader
and Leader of the Opposi-
tion Sunil Sharma said:
“Statehood is a process.
The Army, intelligence
agencies, and all constitu-
tional institutions are sta-
keholders. It does not
come overnight. It is our

commitment, and it will be
restored at the appropriate
time.”

CPI(M) backs sit-in
Meanwhile, the Commmu-
nist Party of India (Marxist)
extended support to the Ju-
ly 20 protest. *The deci-
sion of the August 5, 2019 —
when Article 370 and Arti-
cle 35-A were abrogared -
was taken without any con-
sultation with stakeholders
of J&K, and it rernains asan
unprecedented assauk on
the rights of the pzople. It
was not an atack on one
party or one region alone,
but one that touched every
community, caste and
creed in the entire region,”
said CPI(M) State Secretary
Abass Rather.

He appealed to political
parties, organisations and
citizens 1o set aside diffe-
rences and join hands for
this cause on July 20.

YouTube Howmework
> Part-|
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Taliban delegation on mission to
‘boost agricultural ties with India

Kallol Bhattacherjee
NEW DELHI

The Taliban administra-
tion of Afghanistan has ex-
pressed desire to enhance
agricultural cooperation
with India, covering areas
such as agricultural trade,
infrastructure  develop-
ment, and irrigation, the
External Affairs Ministry
said on Sunday.

In a statement, the Mi-
nistry said the discussions
took place during the six-
day visit of Ataullah Omari,
the Minister for Agricul-
ture, Irrigation and Lives-
tock of the Taliban admi-
nistration. The visit ended
on Sunday.

Among the issues dis-
cussed were cooperation
in food processing through
value addition, capacity
building and the promo-
tion of bilateral trade in

 DOSTSY (NTERACTIVE SESSETN OF
INDIA-AFGHANISTAN
TRADE OPPORTUNITIES

Afghan Agriculture Minister Mawlawi Attaullah Omari at the meet at

PHD Housz, in Delhi, on Friday. ANI

agricultural and food pro-
ducts.

During the visit, Mr.
Omari met Minister of
Agriculture and Farmers
Welfare and Minister of Ru-
ral Development Shivraj
Singh Chouhan and Minis-
ter of Food Processing In-
dustries Chirag Paswan.

Mr. Omari also met Mi-

nister of State for External
Affairs Pabitra Margherita.

The Afghan delegation,
led by Mr. Omari, also held
meetings with the National
Bank for Agriculture and
Rural Development (NA-
BARD), the Indian Council
of Agricultural Research
(ICAR), the Indian Agricul-
tural Research Institute

(IARI), the Federation of
Indian Chambers of Com-
merce and Industry (FIC-
CI) and the PHD Chamber
of Commerce and
Industry.

Recognition and aid
India has not yet formally
recognised the Taliban ad-
ministration in Kabul, but
has upgraded the ‘techni-
cal team’ in the Indian Em-
bassy in Kabul to the level
of chargé daffaires.

India has been sending
food, medicines and other
essential items to Afghanis-
tan as the country conti-
nues to battle a shortage of
essential commodities and
life-saving medicines.

Much of the assistance
was routed through Iran’s
Chabahar port before the
United States-Israel war
against Iran disrupted the
route.

YouTube Homework

> terrorist Organizations

Of world
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TN. hasn't drawn full quota of rice
in Central scheme in 5 of last 7 years

T. Ramakrishnan
CHENNAI

Tamil Nadu drew a lower
quantity of rice than the
quota allocated for Antyo-
daya Anna Yojana (AAY)
cardholders in five of the
last seven years under the
public distribution system.
In this context, Chief Minis-
ter C. Joseph Vijay's re-
quest to Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi not to disturb
the existing provision as-
sumes significance.

Of the five years (from
2019-20 to 2025-26), it was
during the COVID-19 pan-
demic year (2020-21) that
the drawal was almost
close to the allocated figure
of around 6.99 lakh
tonnes, with the off-take
being about 98%.

In the remaining four
years, it varied from
around 73% during 2022-
23 and 2023-24 to 79% dur-
ing 2024-25. Only in two
years (201920 and 2025-
26) did the utilisation ex-
ceed the allocated quanti-
ty, close to 108%.

Between 2020 and
2023, the Union govern-
ment implemented the
Pradhan Mantri Garib Ka-

H (IN TONNES)
Foodgrain quota
Allocation and drawal under Antyodaya
Anna Yojana in Tamil Nadu over the years  F55
Offtake | Offtake 2
Year Allocation (drawal) %
2019-20 | 6,89,246 | 7,50,046 | 108.82
2020-21 | 6,99,628 | 6,86,052 98.06
2021-22  7,04,819 @ 542,877 77.02
2022-23 | 743975 | 550,171 | 7395  AAYcaterstothe
poorest of the poor,
2023-24 751,547 @ 5,52,537 73.52 providing them with
2024-25 | 7,338,492 | 585,126 @ 7923 35 Kgoffoodgrains
per family per month,
202526 | 7,39,718 | 8,01,574  108.36  free of cost.

SOURCE: FOODGRAIN BULLETINS ISSUED BY THE DEPARTMENT OF FOOD
AND PUBLIC DISTRIBUTION OF THE UNION GOVERNMENT.

lyan Anna Yojana
(PMGKAY) to provide free
foodgrains in addition to
the regular allocation in
view of the pandemic.

In those years, Tamil
Nadu came under criticism
of the Union government
that it had made more use
of the free foodgrains than
its regular allocation as rice
was then supplied to the
State at T3 per kg for AAY
and priority household
(PHH) cards. Since January
1, 2023, the Union govern-
ment has not been charg-
ing any amount for rice
meant for the two catego-

ries of cards. It has extend-
ed, for five years effective
January 1, 2024, the period
of distribution of free food-
grains, the arrangement of
which is named as the
PMGKAY.

In a recent letter to the
Prime Minister, Mr. Vijay
urged the Centre to retain
the present entitlement of
35 kg of foodgrains per
month for every house-
hold under the Antyodaya
Anna Yojana (AAY), irres-
pective of the size of fami-
ly. The amendment, pro-
posed by the Centre, seeks
to provide 7 kg per person

per month, subject to an
overall ceiling of 35 kg per
household. Mr. Vijay ap-
prehended that the move,
if implemented, would “di-
minish the food security”
of nearly 70 lakh of the
most vulnerable people of
the State and result in the
reduction of the monthly
quota from 65,261 tonnes
to approximately 42,040
tonnes.

Enquiries with field offi-
cials reveal that many un-
deserving persons have
been added to the list of
AAY beneficiaries over the
years. They have to be
weeded out, and a drive is
in progress. As of now,
there are 18,64,600 AAY ra-
tion cards, covering
69,26,983 beneficiaries. Of
them, the number of AAY
cardholders, having the fa-
mily size of below 5, is 15.75
lakh, with 58.51 lakh
beneficiaries.

A former policymaker,
who handled the subject of
food for long, feels that the
Centre’s move is well
meaning, as the present
entitlement of 35 kg for an
AAY ration card has been
giving enormous scope for
misuse.

YouTube Homework

> NFSA - 2013
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RSS expresses concern over
Ram Temple embezzlement

The outfit expresses confidence in SIT probe: spokesperson says delegates at regional conveners’

meeting held in Belagavi underscored the need for measures to ensure such incidents don't recur

The Hindu Bureau
BELAGAVI

Q The deliberations were
. ashiriva in detail. Most speakers L :
T he Rashtriva e ”’T
Sangh (RSS) on Special Investigation Team of the
Sunday expressed concern Uttar Pradesh Police. They felt that it
over the alleged embezzle- would lead to clear results soon
ment of donations at the SUNIL AMBEKAR =
Ram Temple in Ayodhya in RSS all-India convener,
Uttar Pradesh. communications
Delegates at the annual
Akhil ~ Bharatiya Prant

Pracharak Baithak, held in
Belagavi, underscored the
need for measures to en-
sure that such incidents do
not recur, a spokesperson
said on the concluding day
of the three-day meeting.

Sunil Ambekar, the
RsS's all-India convener,
communications, said the
Ram Temple embezzle-
ment case was discussed
during the regional con-
veners' meeting.

Detailed deli i

mabhoomi Teerth Kshetra
Trust. It was also decided
to conduct the activities of
the temple in such a way as
not to disturb the faith of
devotees,” he said.

Mr. Ambekar said that
the meeting, held in the
Sant Meera school in An-
gol, was attended by re-
gional conveners from all
States, office-bearers and
executives, and heads of all
42 organisations affiliated
to the RSS.

“RSS Sara Sa achala

“The deliberations were in
detail. Most speakers ex-
pressed confidence in the
Special Investigation Team
(SIT) of the Uttar Pradesh
Police. They felt that it
would lead to clear results
soon. The investigation
was taken up after a re-
quest by the Shri Ram Jan-

Mohan Bhagwat and Sara
Karyavaha Dattatreya Ho-
sabale, and other senior
leaders attended and ad-
dressed some sessions. As
many as 226 Pracharaks
from across the country, 83
Sangh Shiksha Varga mem-
bers and 12 Karyakarta Vi-
kas Varga members partici-

pated. As many as 18,842
volunteers were trained in
the three-day event,” he
said.

The issues discussed
The delegates discussed
the “current situation’ in
the country, including or-
ganisational expansion, so-
‘cial initiatives, and nation-
Al issues.  “Speakers
expressed concern about
the demographic changes
and population imbalance
and the pan-India Census.
Discussions focused on the
working of the RSS, and na-
tional issues like rural de-
velopment, family welfare,
disaster management, en-
vironmental  protection
and other issues” Mr. Am-
‘bekar said

He said the leadership
held a review on the prepa-

rations for the RSS centen-
ary celebrations. *The lea-
dership also reviewed the
implementation of action
plans at the shakha level
and discussed an intensive
expansion drive planned
for September to increase
the number of shakhas
across the country. A re-
view of the RSS centenary
celebrations was held. Dis-
cussions for the prepara-
tions for the valedictory
planned for October were
1d.”

“There was a proposal
for engaging people who
participated in centenary
programmes in long-term
social service activities and

Press Trust of India
AYODHYA

Ram Temple Construction
Committee Chairman Nri-
pendra Misra on Sunday
stated that the responsibili-
ties and powers of the first-
ever Chief Executive Offic-
er (CEO) of the Ayodhya
temple would be deter-
mined by the temple Trust.
The primary responsi-
bility of the CEO would be
to uphold the faith of devo-
tees in the Trust, he said.
“The new CEO will also
oversee financial arrange-
ments,” Mr. Misra told re-
porters in Ayodhya, adding
that there would not be
any “"government interfe-
rence” in the ioni

the ‘five-fold transforma-
tion’ initiative of the RSS
was discussed. The annual
travel programme of Dr.
Bhagwat for 202627 was fi-
nalised,” he sa

Some senior leaders ad-
dressed the issue of drug
abuse. “They emphasised
the need for a strong de-ad-
diction movement in the
country.” Mr. Ambekar ad-
ded, “Some others spoke
of the RSS's role in the pro-
gramme to commemorate
the 650th birth anniver-
sary of Sant Shiromani Ra-
vidas Maharaj."

-+

of the Trust or its CEO.

Mr. Misra added that en-
suring that devotees visit-
ing Ayodhya receive all ne-
cessary amenities and
maintaining their trust in
the temple would be
among the new CEQ's in-
itial responsibilities.

“In a way, the CEO will
work as an assistant of the
Trust, sans government in-
terference,” Mr. Misra said,
noting that a three-mem-
ber panel has been set up
to recommend eandidates
for the Trust’s CEO post.

Ultimately, it was up to

Nripendra Misra

the Trust to determine
how much authority to de-
legate to the CEO, who
‘would be responsible for
arranging their own staff,
while everything remained
under the Trust’s purview,
Mr. Misra stated.

On July 6, the Trust an-
nounced a three-member
committee comprising Jus-
tice Pramod Kohli (retd),
Lieutenant-General Vish-
nukant Chaturvedi (retd),
and former NIT-Raipur
Chairperson Suresh Ha-
‘ware to sereen eandidates
for the CEO post.

Mr. Misra flatly denied
‘when asked if he would at-
tend the meetings of the
committee tasked with re-
commending names for
the CEO post

He said there had been
no complaints from devo-
tees visiting the Ram Tem-

“Temple Trust to decide
powers of CEO, there will
be no govt. interference’

ple, and that they felt posi-
tively about their
experience.

“If you ask the devotees
near Angad Teela and Su-
griv Kila about their feel-
ings, I assure you there is
no complaint regarding
their faith in Lord Ram, the
temple arrangements, or
the worship taking place
here,” he said.

Regarding any potential
changes in the Trust, he
said, “No decisions were
made in my presence.” He
also clarified that he did
not attend the meeting of
the Trust on July 6.

Asked if he would at-
tend the meeting sche-
duled for July 22, Mr. Misra
said, “The meeting is on Ju-
ly 22, but [ do not know the
agenda. If the matter per-
tains to construction, T
would have to be present.
Please understand, we are
ex-officio directors without
voting rights. We provide
our views on relevant sub-
jects. After 1 know the
agenda, 1 will decide
whether to attend

Regarding what might
be discussed in the July 22
meeting, Mr. Misra sug-
gested that this question
should be directed to the
general secretary of the
temple Trust.

Cong. seeks to turn the tables on BJP using fund row

NEW!

AL’

Sandeep Phukan
NEW DELHI

The Ayodhya dispute pre-
dates the rise of the Bhara-
tia Janata Party (BJP), but
the Ram Janmabhoomi
movement made it a key is-
sue by which the party
challenged the Congress’s
template of secularism,
which sought to keep reli-
gion and electoral politics
separate.

The latest controversy
of alleged misappropria-
tion of donations at the
Ram Temple has, however,
given the Congress an op-
portunity to frame its at-

tack against the Sangh Pari-
var's control over the
management  of  the
temple.

“The BJP-RSS have cap-
tured the temple adminis-
tration in an unauthorised
manner,” former Rajasthan
Chief Minister Ashok Geh-
lot said on July 7.

The Congress has
mounted an unusually sus-
tained campaign demand-
ing action against the of-

i

The latest campaign reflects yet another nuanced rep

stance by the Congress on issues of the Ram Temple. FILE pHOTO

fice-bearers of the Shri
Ram Janmabhoomi Teerth
Kshetra Trust who have
Vishwa Hindu Parishad
(VHP)-Rashtriya Swayam-
sevak Sangh (RSS) back-
grounds. It has also asked
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi to break his “silence”
on the issue and order a
Supreme Court-monitored
investigation.

The Congress has held
eight press conferences in
New Delhi and nearly 50
across the country over the
past four days.

Though neither Con-
gress president Mallikarjun
Kharge nor Leader of the
Opposition in the Lok Sab-

ha Rahul Gandhi has spo-
ken on the issue, the party
plans to raise the matter
during the Monsoon Ses-
sion of Parliament, which
begins on July 20.

The latest campaign re-
flects yet another nuanced
repositioning of stance by
the Congress on Ayodhya,
an issue on which the par-
ty’s approach has evolved
with time over the past
four decades.

The Congress govern-
ment led by Rajiv Gandhi
was accused of facilitating
the early stages of the Ram
Janmabhoomi movement
when, in 1986, the locks of
the disputed structure

were ordered to be
opened, allowing Hindu
devotees access to the site,

The move was seen as
an attempt to assuage Hin-
du sentiment in the wake
of the political fallout over
the Shah Bano alimony
case, in which the Su-
preme Court (SC) ruled
that Muslim women were
entitled to maintenance.
‘When a section of Muslim
clergy protested against
the order as interference in
Muslim Personal Law, the
Rajiv Gandhi government
enacted the Muslim Wo-
men (Protection of Rights
on Divorce) Act, 1986, to
dilute the top court’s
order.

‘Three years later, in No-
vember 1989, the Narayan
Dutt Tiwari-led Congress
government in Uttar Pra-
desh permitted shilanyas
(foundation-laying  cere-
mony) adjacent to the dis-
puted structure. The go-
vernment maintained that
the proposed site for the
shilanyas lay outside the
disputed area and that per-
mitting the ceremony
would therefore not violate
the status quo ordered by

the courts. After the demo-
lition of the Babri Masjid
on December 6, 1992, the
Congress  sharply  dis-
tanced itself from the
movement. Prime Minister
PV. Narasimha Rao con-
demned the demolition,
dismissed BJP  govern-
ments in four States, and
pledged to rebuild the
mosque if the courts so
directed.

Over the following de-
cades, the party consis-
tently defended the consti-
tutional principle that the
dispute should be resolved
through the judiciary while
arguing that the Places of
Worship (Special Provi-
sions) Act, 1991, should re-
main the main framework
for all other religious sites.

The SC’s unanimous
verdict in November 2019
allowing the construction
of Ram Temple marked
another turning point.
Welcoming the verdict, the
Congress Working Com-
mittee (CWC) said that all
parties to the dispute
should honour the judicial
process and the rule of law.

“We appeal to all the
parties concerned and to

all communities to abide
by the secular values and
the spirit of fraternity en-
shrined in our Constitution
and to maintain peace and
harmony,” the CWC resolu-
tion of November 9, 2019,
said.

“The Indian National
Congress favours the con-
struction of the Ram tem-
ple;” senior leader Ran-
deep Surjewala, who was
then the party’s communi-
cations chief, told repor-
ters after reading out the
CWC statement.

But the Congress's top
leadership avoided attend-
ing the pran pratishtha
(consecration) ceremony
on January 22, 2024, de-
seribing it as a VHP-RSS

event from which the
Shankaracharyas  were
kept away.

Now, as the spotlight
falls on the Trust's office-
bearers, the party, by seek-
ing accountability and
transparency and asserting
that the temple belongs to
devotees rather than the
Sangh Parivar, is attempt-
ing to recast the narrative
on Ayodhya and reclaim
some political ground.

AAP chief Arvind Kejriwal and party leader Manish Sisodia at the

launch of the drive at the Japanese Park in Delhi on Sunday. ANI

AAP starts signature
campaign against
‘theft of donation’

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) on Sunday launched
a nationwide signature
campaign demanding
strict  punishment  for
those involved in alleged
‘chanda-chori  (donation
theft)’ at the Ram Temple
in Ayodhya.

The party kicked off the
campaign with the recita-
tion of ‘Sundarkand’, a
chapter of the Ramcharit-
manas dedicated to Lord
Hanuman, at the Japanese
Park in Rohini Sector 10.

The “theft” of donations
has turned into a major
political row between the
BJP and Opposition par-
ties. An FIR was registered
in the matter on June 25 af-
ter the SIT constituted by
the Uttar Pradesh govern-
ment filed a preliminary
report. Eight persons asso-
ciated with the temple’s
donation and counting
process have been arrested
in the case so far and inves-
tigation is under way.

AAP national convener
Arvind Kejriwal appealed
to people to participate in
the drive by signing letters
addressed to Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi seeking
strict action against the of-
fenders.

As part of the campaign,
Mr. Kejriwal urged devo-
tees across the country to
organise Hanuman Chalisa
recitations in their locali-
ties and collect signatures
on letters addressed to Mr.
Modi.

“The movement should

continue until the accused
are hanged. This is Lord
Ram’s command and our
sacred duty,” he said.

The AAP chief added
that the “dacoity” deeply
hurt devotees of Lord Ram
across the world. “Within
40 days, about 70 inci-
dents of theft were cap-
tured on CCTV cameras.
Eight months of CCTV re-
cordings were deleted. We
all kept demanding action.
We believed that those at
the top would do someth-
ing. But now it has become
clear that they will do
nothing because people
from their own party, their
own organisation and affi-
liated organisations are in-
volved in this,” he said.

The former Delhi CM al-
leged that those who car-
ried out this theft do not
believe “Ram is Bhagwan
(God)". “They only want
votes in Ram’s name. They
loot the country in Ram’s
name,” he said.

“Bid to sway voters’

The BJP criticised AAP’s
move, with Delhi party
chief Harsh Malhotra alleg-
ing that organising ‘Sun-
darkand’ recitations was a
“political gimmick” aimed
at reviving Mr. Kejriwal’s
political fortunes. “Whe-
never Kejriwal finds him-
self politically cornered, he
attempts to improve his
political standing by orga-
nising Sundarkand recita-
tions in Delhi. The gim-
mick is an effort to
influence Hindu voters of
Punjab and other States

where elections are due.
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ISRO successfully carries out
tests of Gaganyaan systems

One of the tests involved separation of the ‘umbilical mechanism’ that serves as a link between the

crew module, where astronauts live, and the service module that provides propulsion, agency says

Press Trust of India
NEW DELHI

he Indian Space Re-
T search  Organisa-
tion on Sunday said

it had successfully carried
out three major tests of the
Gaganyaan crew module
systems.

The first test pertained
to ensuring an upright po-
sition of the crew module
after splashdown in the
sea, considered one of the
most important crew safe-
ty requirements. To do
this, a stored cold-gas-
based uprighting system
was developed and tested.

“A system-level qualifi-
cation test set-up consist-
ing of all the elements of
CMUS  (crew  module
uprighting system) was
realised,” the ISRO said,
adding it successfully con-
ducted inflation tests “for
the primary inflation mo-
dule wherein stored gas in
the high-pressure gas bot-
tle was made to inflate the
floatation by operating the
control valves.”

The second test in-
volved examining the sepa-
ration of the umbilical me-
chanism that serves as a
link between the crew mo-
dule, where astronauts
live, and the service mo-
dule, which provides pow-

Step-by-step: (Clockwise from left) The crew module uprighting system, the service module
connect-disconnect system, and the apex cover that underwent testing. IR0

er and propulsion. The me-
chanism consists of two
parts, each located at the
crew module side, called
CSU-1, and the service mo-
dule side, called CSU-2.

Clean separation

During the crew module’s
earth re-entry stage, the
service module first sepa-
rates from the crew mo-

dule after the CSU-1 discon-
nects. Subsequently, just
before re-entry, the CSU-2
is also separated.
“Separation  test of
CSU-2 from simulated crew
module was carried out.
The test demonstrated the
clean separation of CSU-2
as well as structural stabili-
ty of the crew module pa-
nel and their interfaces,”

the space agency said. The
third test validated the
structural integrity of the
crew module during the
apex cover separation
event. The apex cover pro-
tects the parachutes and
associated subsystems dur-
ing the mission. It is sepa-
rated before parachutes
are deployed to decelerate
the crew module.

YouTube Homework

> Samudrayaan
> Deep Ocean Mission


https://gamma.app/?utm_source=made-with-gamma

HAEALY T

ITATT (Gaganyaan) STRT FT UYgeAT ATT ARG TaereT
(Human Spaceflight Mission) & T3 Indian Space
Research Organisation gRT b AT far ar 2T 6‘{ | SHRT
3297 SRANT ARG A=A (IRITATEAY) T gt
ﬁﬂﬂ?ﬂv‘%ﬂ (Low Earth Orbit) #QWT@')’?W@FFW
ofraT &

HST 3397

. URT F Tt AT FTRE ITT FATT fwfAT T
3 Wﬂﬁﬁ@fﬂﬁﬂ?aﬁmﬁ H acTar)

oTITSIT 400 Tabet & Low Earth Orbit & AT Ienfora
AT

oTIRTT 3 3T SiaRer # & & a1 IRIGT arudt &)

EWFTZ!T

faers &1 1 Tt (Gaganyaan)
amﬁaf T Indian Space Research Organisation

% YA 3 IR =Tt

A Wﬁaﬁ‘}(m#:ﬂ#@m@
TRereT % 9 ST

Crew Module - oTaT AR AT T8

Service Module - Fdif, yvﬁa?m#q I TUTIfer T

Crew Escape System — 39T fR&IT 7 F FHI JRIHT &R
fAaBTetar T AT

Heca

JTITH

HIRT & <R qTRIT SRAHIRAY B AT &5 =7 H v &
Prasanth Balakrishnan Nair

Ajit Krishnan

Angad Pratap

Shubhanshu Shukla

SH A BT o ToIT SifdF & @7 F7<T ISIT I ger fahar
ZIEEl

gﬂammﬁgﬁ?mﬁaﬁmﬁaﬁa?eﬁﬁen@a
!
mﬁﬁyﬁ?ﬁ?ﬁ%ﬁﬂwwmaﬁvﬁﬁw

STIHETT Y TETaT BT,
%#W%ﬁammﬁﬁmﬁﬁwﬁ
HETGUT FHgH EI9TT]


https://gamma.app/?utm_source=made-with-gamma

HAEALY T

CJI stresses need for women-centric
infrastructure in judicial buildings

The Hindu Bureau
GURUGRAM

Chief Justice of India Surya
Kant on Sunday said judi-
cial infrastructure was no
longer a luxury but a “very
big necessity”, and called
for mandatory facilities for
women advocates, includ-
ing separate Bar rooms and
adjoining childcare facili-
ties, in all new court
complexes.

Speaking at the inaugu-
ration of the new Tower of
Justice, a seven-acre judi-
cial complex for the Guru-
gram District and Sessions
Court near Rajiv Chowk,
the Chief Justice said pro-
viding an atmosphere that
instils confidence in social-
ly and financially back-
ward litigants was the duty
of all three organs of the
Constitution.

“Just as a patient reach-
ing a hospital is given first-
aid, a consumer of justice

4

y) S g

Chief Justice of India Surya Kant speaking at the inauguration of a

judicial complex in Gurugram on Sunday. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

coming to court must be gi-
ven first-aid in the form of
basic amenities — seating,
drinking water, and wash-
rooms,” Chief Justice Kant
said. He noted that Guru-
gram’s transformation
from an agricultural town
to an industrial hub had
led to a sharp rise in legal
disputes of all kinds.
Flagging the lack of facil-
ities for women lawyers,

the CJI cited a recent Su-
preme Court Bar Associa-
tion survey, which found
that many judicial com-
plexes across States lacked
basic amenities for women
members of the Bar. “Wo-
men advocates are not be-
ing provided the facilities
that should be given to
them in many States. It is
our all-out effort that whe-
rever new judicial infras-

tructure is constructed, it
should be mandatory to
provide these facilities. It
would not be right to call it
a modern court complex
without them,” he said.

He urged the Punjab
and Haryana High Court to
ensure a childcare room
adjoining the women advo-
cates’ room in the new Gu-
rugram complex.

Chief Justice Kant re-
called that he had per-
formed the bhoomi puja
for the complex in January
2017 in his capacity as the
in-charge of the Punjab
and Haryana High Court
Building Committee, call-
ing the day “historic” and
“memorable”.

The new court complex
has 55 modern cour-
trooms, compared with 45
in the old building. It hous-
es a bank, a post office, a
Bar library, a mediation
centre and other citizen-
centric amenities.

YouTube Homework

> Supreme Court
> Appointments
> Right to Walk

> Right to Trauma
> Home Maker
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PY® (UPSC Prelims 2018)

RAfARAT A I AT Ta =T FATATAT & HeT
sifawT & (Original Jurisdiction) H mar &7

A. 2I A & ot faarg
B. 13 3= 9767 o faiofer @ fasg aiiler
C. Iyl gana faarg

D. IuH Tt
> PYQ (UPSC Prelims 2023)

REfAfAaa & J wlia-ar siq=d7 Fal=r FATATAT
ar fasadt oft faofar =T simerer a1 gafacnaer
(Review) &It &1 oIf<b a1 HIAT -4
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India’s energy imports from Russia seem

driven by confusion, not strategy

nion Ministry of Commerce and Industry
U (MCI) data on India’s May crude imports

show that receipts from Russia had
reached the pre-sanction levels of more than
40%, which is also the highest in two years.
Though India has defended this as commercially
prudent, its yuan-based payments give China an
edge to internationalise its currency at India’s ex-
pense, even if it has no bearing on the domestic
strength of the Indian rupee due to strict capital
controls. Ol import concentration from a single
source, and paying a premium, is risky for India,
which has long pursued a diversified energy stra-
tegy. Moreover, sourcing fuel from the Gulf spot
market amid evolving sanctions has its own risks.
Secondary sanctions could hit trade channels, ex-
posing Indian refiners to severe supply shocks.
India’s crude imports from Russia surged in June,
while UAE shipments were at record levels as re-
finers sought to secure supplies after the Strait of
Hormuz reopened. However, renewed Iran-U.S.
hostilities have put those flows at risk. And even
as Venezuela has emerged as a key supplier, in-
creasing and unsustainably high one-country
concentration could weaken India’s bargaining
power, reduce flexibility, and erode its credibility
as an independent balancing power.

MCI data highlight the price impact: Russian
imports carried a $46-per-ton premium. Import
value surged 83% amid a 2% fall in volume, likely
diminishing Indian refiners’ margins on refined
products using Russian crude. While spot pur-
chases have enabled refiners to capture dis-
counts of up to $10 per barrel on Russian Urals
crude relative to Brent during some periods, after
February this year, narrowing discounts, weaker
product cracks, and geopolitical risks have mod-
erated gross refining margins. India must strike a
balance between having long-term stable con-
tracts with multiple producers, and selectively
using the spot-market to mitigate the procure-
ment risks. Until the Russia-Ukraine conflict,
nearly 70% of India’'s crude imports came
through long-term contracts, particularly from
West Asia. True, India cannot overlook the diplo-
as Russian energy dependence risks
sanctions. When Russian crude was cheap be-
cause of discounts on account of the Ukraine war,
India reduced imports under U.S. pressure; now
when it is being sold at a premium because of the
Iran war, India is moving back to Russian crude.
India must expand its strategic petroleum re-
serves to cushion temporary disruptions. Wheth-
er it increases or cuts down Russian oil imports,
India seems to make decisions that are far re-
moved from any sense of strategic autonomy.

SRR T dot AT (India's 0il Import) UPSC, BPSC
T g1 giazaft udems & foir JT Agaqur faver
g FAifa 7g STRT T FHeat JIFT (Energy Security),
arfcrar 17 fager A & ofer &1

ST e STATT FAY HIar 7

SRS g 7 AT WA F=T AT IuSHHT &1

39T 3TUAT STAeHFAT BT o137 85% W Sifeles =T
aer (Crude Oil) 31T T &

6] 3T ol HIIT &) JoralT H I e & ST
ST 3T &

T Tabe o' & der AT BT &7

&TeT & Y1 H $TRT & UHH 3Tqfdiehdl I8 &
T (FERT F3T IGfdhelt)

FANF
WB:?"‘ T

TG IRT FHRIT (VAE)
TG I FARBT (USA)

TIT-TpheT g & a1¢ At 3 wT = dor #HF g
@ I T TR BT GHF TN & ]

AT ST qF FA vETar &7

FAfRamier doT THFT AT 2 1T &) wHE A

gifar AersHEHET (Strait of Hormuz) — U2 TIAT
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Insular incentive
Ethanol-blended fuel should not be
forced on consumers irrationally

he Indian government's policy to conti-
T nue producing E20 petrol at a cost higher
than that of pure petrol when oil prices
dip under $70 a barrel to “compensate farmers
adequately” is a deceptively well-formulated pro-
position. Most feedstock for the fuel-blending
programme is from sugarcane, one of India's
most water- and fertilizer-intensive crops, mainly
grown in water-stressed Maharashtra and Karna-
taka. Whether the policy’s net economic benefit
remains positive will depend on the gains from
lower crude imports, environmental improve-
ments, and higher rural incomes outweighing
these additional costs. Efficiency also remains a
concern. Consumers ~ including people who are
poorer than sugarcane farmers — pay more at the
pump, oil marketing companies procure ethanol
at the administered price, distilleries buy feed-
stock, and only then do farmers receive higher
prices. Higher feedstock prices also do not ad-
dress most reasons farmers have lower incomes,
such as post-harvest losses and limited market ac-
cess. Crucially, if the government rewards every
unit of ethanol irrespective of feedstock, the pol-
icy will favour whichever feedstock has the lar-
gest installed base: sugarcane. Instead, the objec-
tives should include resource efficiency and food
security. The state could invest in irrigation and
logistics and institute revenue-sharing arrange-
ments with ethanol producers and cooperatives.
India has encouraged maize and grain-based
distillation capacity has expanded rapidly, pe-
riodically allowed ethanol to be produced from
the Food Corporation’s surplus or damaged rice
holdings, and has supported commercial plants
using agricultural residues such as rice straw un-
der Ministry of Petroleum and Natural Gas
schemes. Maize and millets are less thirsty but
maize still demands significant fertilizer inputs
while millets produce less fermentable starch per
hectare. Sweet sorghum is less water-intensive
and has a shorter growing season than sugar-
cane. Lignocellulosic biomass such as rice and
wheat straw, maize stover and groundnut shells
can also support second-generation (2G) ethanol.
2G ethanol from agricultural residues can avoid
using cropland for fuel, reducing competition
with food crops and addressing stubble burning.
It is more expensive and technologically de-
manding but that is a better problem to solve,
with proactive policymaking. The government
could pay a premium for ethanol produced from
residues, subsidise equipment and infrastructure
to collect and store crop residue, facilitate con-
tracts between aggregators and distilleries, and
provide viability-gap funding and offtake agree-
ments. Ultimately, ethanol policy should not be
independent of agricultural policy. And import
substitution is no excuse for consumers being
forced to pay more for lower-mileage fuel than
pure petrol.

317??!‘ @ pAstier A (India's Ethanol Policy)
T @1 pAiier A (Ethanol Policy) EFFGE}?FW#
W@Wﬁéﬁﬁm&g yngr
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Ethanol Blended Petrol (EBP) Programme
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Five crore Indians wait when the courts take a break

he Supreme Court of India and the

major High Courts are on a summer

holiday break, i.e., shut down with

some vacation Benches functioning to
hear urgent matters. However, shops, markets,
eating places, government and private offices,
hospitals and police stations do not cease to work
even though their staff enjoy personal leave. On
the other hand, somewhere in an Indian jail
tonight, a man who has been convicted of
nothing is finishing another year behind bars, his
trial still ongoing and perhaps years away from
ending. He is one of the roughly three in four
prisoners in this country who are undertrials:
unconvicted, presumed innocent, yet serving
time anyway — often longer than the sentence
they would have received had they pleaded
guilty. And as you read this, the courts, the public
institutions that hold the fate of the poor in their
hands, are functioning at only a fraction of their
strength.

A three-century backlog

From June 1 to July 12, the Supreme Court is on its
summer break, sitting with three or four Benches
a week instead of a full court and resuming in
earnest on July 13. The doors are not bolted;
urgent pleas are still heard. But for six weeks, the
most powerful court in the world’s most
populous democracy idles.

Now hold that against the number it is meant
to be fighting. As of the last day of 2025, more
than 5.39 crore cases were pending in Indian
courts: over 4.76 crore in the district courts, 63.6
lakh in the High Courts, and more than 92,000 in
the Supreme Court itself, its heaviest load in over
30 years. A government study once calculated
that, at the present pace, clearing the pile could
take three centuries.

Three centuries. And the Court takes the
summer and winter vacations off.

To be fair, the judges deserve it. The recess is
when reserved judgments finally get written,
when the brutal daily cause-list eases enough to
think.

Vijay L. Kelkar
Vice-Chairman of
the Pune
International Centre

Pradeep S. Mehta

Secretary-General of
CUTS International
{Consumer Unity and
Trust Society)

When courts
rest together
for vacations.
crores of
litigants across
the country
wait longer
for justice

Last year the Chief Justice of India and his four
senior-most colleagues worked clean through the
first week of the break. Indian judges are among
the most overworked in the world. This is not an
accusation of laziness; no one who has seen a
judge’s docket could make one.

Because that is precisely the point. When the
people doing the work are exhausted and the
backlog is biblical, what conceivable logic shuts
the whole shop at once? Not that judges rest -
which they should — but that almost all of them
rest together, so the institution goes quiet for
six-plus weeks every year. And the habit is a
colonial hand-me-down: the calendar was built
for English judges who could not stand the Indian
heat and retreated to cooler climes each summer,
then enjoyed long Christmas holidays in the
winter.

In 2024, the Court announced a fix: it renamed
the “summer vacation” as “partial court working
days”. That was it. The number of days it actually
sits — about 190 days in a a year - did not change.
You cannot rebrand your way out of a backlog; a
litigant whose case is stuck does not care what
the recess is called, only whether his matter is
heard and disposed of.

Justice needs court continuity

So what would actually help? The first answer is
one the judiciary’s own watchdogs have urged for
years: do not abolish judicial rest; stagger it. A
parliamentary standing committee in 2023
objected to “the entire court going on vacation en
masse”, and proposed the obvious: rotate the
leave, keep the Benches full, and never let the
court run thin. A hospital does not empty its
wards because its doctors are owed time off; it
builds a roster. The Law Commission and the
Justice Malimath Committee said the same, long
ago. They were not enemies of the courts; they
were trying to save them from themselves.

The standard objection is that all this is a
sideshow: the real disease is vacancies, not
wvacations. It is true that courts are starved of
judges, with up to a third of High Court seats

lying empty. But the objection boomerangs. If the
Bench is already running at half strength,
thinning it further for six weeks every summer is
not a defence of the recess; it is the strongest case
against it. And while filling those seats depends
on the government and the collegium and will
drag on for years, the calendar is the judiciary’s
to fix. One reform needs permission; the other
needs only will.

Beyond courts, towards solutions

Staggering the leave, though, only treats the
symptom. The deeper fix is to keep disputes out
of the courtroom in the first place; it was never
meant to be the first stop for every quarrel, but
the last. India already has the tools. Lok Adalats
settled more than 2.59 crore cases in a single
national sitting last December, and over 23.5
crore in three years. The Mediation Act of 2023
now nudges parties to attempt settlement before
going to court, and arbitration can take
commercial disputes entirely out of judges’
hands; yet these routes remain badly underused.
But none of this happens on its own.

The country has a reservoir of experience it
scarcely draws on: its retired judges, who spent
their careers mastering this very machinery and
step down, still in full command of it, at 62 or 65.
Their expertise need not retire with them. Albeit
many of them do function as heads of
quasi-judicial bodies and tribunals. Freed from
any daily docket, a dedicated corps of former
judges could be invited to take up a single
targeted charge: identify where cases pile up, set
public targets for their disposal, and account for
progress openly. Reform that belongs to everyone
belongs to no one.

The judges will keep working through the heat,
as they always do. The honest demand is not that
they stop resting, but that the courts stop closing
ranks and falling silent at the same moment,
because justice, for five crore Indians, is not on
vacation. It is overdue.

With contributions from Anushka Kewlani of CUTS
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Why has China banned helium exports?

Why is helium emerging as a strategic resource? How vulnerable is the world to a helium supply shock? Why is it considered a critical input for future
technologies? Why is storing and transporting helium so expensive? What makes it so hard to replace?

EXPLAINER

Vasudevan Mukunth

he story so far:
On July 10, the Ministry of

Commerce and General

Administration of Customs,
China, has temporarily but immediately
banned helium exports from the country.
As of 4.30 pm IST on July 10, Beijing had
not published any other information as to
why it took this step now or its scope.

Is China a major helium producer?
China imports more than 80% of its
helium needs but produces only around
1.6% of the world’s helium. The export
ban follows an extended period of supply
strained by Russia’s export restrictions ~
where the Prime Minister needs to sign off
on shipments through 2027 - and supply
risks tied to heightened tensions in West
Asia.

The world’s major helium producers
are the U.S. (meeting 43% of total supply),
followed by Qatar, Russia, Canada, and
Algeria. In 2024, the U.S. privatised its
Federal Helium Reserve and, selling its
assets to the Messer Group and no longer
buffering shocks such as those due to the
U.S.-Iran conflict.

The next year, the U.S. House
Committee on Oversight and Government
Reform launched an investigation into
Messer’s Chinese interests, stoking the
risk of tit-for-tat measures. Which China’s
latest export ban could be.

After the U.S., Qatar has been meeting
33% of the demand, especially in Asia.
After the conflict with Iran escalated, as
medical chemist and Science columnist
Derek Lowe put it, “one-third of global
helium production is now literally bottled
up behind the Strait of Hormuz, a much
higher percentage than world oil
production [where the situation is bad
enough already].”

In this light, China’s new export
restriction could preserve the country’s
helium supply for its domestic chip

by a few companies worldwide. GETTY IMAGES
manufacturers and its medical sector.

How is helium obtained?

Helium is the second-lightest element,
after hydrogen, and is not manufactured.
Itisa ble resource g d
deep in the earth’s crust, where the
radioactive decay of uranium and
thorium atoms emits alpha particles,
which capture electrons to form helium
atoms.

Over millions of years, this helium
migrates into the same reservoirs of
natural gas, and they are extracted
together. This said, natural gas is not
processed to isolate the helium from it
until the latter makes up at least 0.3% by
volume.

But once it does, the gas is isolated
using the fact that it has a different boiling
point.

Some operators also recover helium
from LNG plants and from the air but
these quantities are too low to matter to
the global demand. Helium for
commercial use is usually at least 99.997%
pure.

Helium can only be transported in vacuum-jacketed stainless steel vessels that are manufactured only

What is helium used for?

Helium has an extremely low boiling
point - negative 269°C - and does not
participate easily in chemical reactions.
These are good properties for a coolant
that needs to cool the magnets in MRI
machines, the silicon wafers in the
semiconductor fabricating industry, and,
increasingly, some of the devices used in
quantum computers. Its small atoms
mean the gas escapes easily through gaps
that might be too small for oxygen or
nitrogen atoms — so engineers use helium
as a leak-detector.

Helium is also used in the process of
drawing optical fibres to rapidly and
uniformly cool molten glass and to
displace oxygen or nitrogen from forming
bubbles inside the material. Spaceflight
organisations like ISRO, NASA, and
SpaceX use helium to pressurise fuel
tanks in rockets. Research and the
tourism sector in many parts of the world
also use helium to inflate balloons and
airships.

According to the U.S. Geological
Survey, laboratory use-cases account for

22% of the demand for helium, followed
by controlled atmospheres and
semiconductors (17%), lifting gas (17%),
MRI scanners (15%), aerospace (9%), and
detecting leaks (5%).

How much does helium cost?

In June 2026, the spot price for highly
pure helium in Northeast Asia had
reportedly spiked to $150-205 per
thousand cubic feet, almost double what
it was in late 2025. At least one major
supplier, the U.S.-based industrial
supplier Airgas, has invoked force
majeure and tacked on surcharges of
$13.50 per hundred cubic feet to existing
contracts. Liquid helium is by default
expensive to store and transport because
helium only liquefies at -269°C.

In fact, the helium supply chain as a
whole is cost-intensive because
purification, storage, and transport are
each expensive and technically
sophisticated. A mid- to large-scale
purification and liquefaction facility will
require more than $100 million while
smaller ones can cost around $10 million,
thanks to the need for corrosion-resistant
alloys that can withstand ultra-low
temperatures.

The gas can be stored in underground
salt caverns, which reduce leaks
significantly - but these formations are
rare and developing a new one can cost
more than $200 million. It can also be
stored as compressed gas or cryogenic
liquid. The former typically costs up to
$10 million to build while bulk cryogenic
liquid storage systems generally need
between $0.5 million and $20 million
depending on capacity. Then there are
the operational expenses.

Finally, helium can only be transported
in vacuum-jacketed stainless steel vessels
~ which are manufactured by relatively
few companies worldwide, including
several Chinese ones.

Finally, the contractor transporting the
containers must also ensure they are
delivered before the holding time expires,
after which the helium will start boiling
off into the atmosphere.

THE GIST

The export ban follows an
extended period of supply
strained by Russia's export
restrictions — where the Prime
Minister needs to sign off on
shipments through 2027 — and
supply risks tied to heightened
tensions in West Asia.

v

Helium is an important coolant
in the semiconductor
fabricating industry, where it
removes heat from silicon
wafers.

v

The helium supply chain as a
whole is cost-intensive because
purification, storage, and
transport are each expensive
and technically sophisticated.
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How DDCs changed local

governance in J&K?

What is at stake in the debate over local democracy in Jammu and Kashmir?

Tikender Singh Panwar

The story so far:
he restructuring of Jammu and
Kashmir’s political and
administrative framework
through the constitution of

the abrogation of Article 370 was the need
to fully integrate J&K with the
constitutional framework applicable to
the rest of India.

A central element of this argument was
the introduction of the 73rd and 74th
Constitutional Acts, which

District Development Councils (DDCs) has
remained the subject of legal and
constitutional debate. Formed in 2021, the
DDCs completed their five-year term on
February 24, 2026. With no fresh
elections held and local government
institutions remaining largely inactive in
recent years, questions have resurfaced
about the relevance of the DDC model
Introduced as a mechanism for direct
local democracy, the DDCs are viewed by
supporters as a step towards grassroots
governance, while critics argue they have
impeded rather than strengthened
democratic decentralisation in the region.

What do the 73rd and 74th
Amendments provide for?
One of the core arguments presented for

a4
provide for elected rural and urban
bodies. This integration was intended to
ensure regular, mandatory elections and
empower grassroots democracy.

How is local governance structured?
The standard constitutional framework
operates on a clearly defined multi-tier
electoral system where citizens directly
elect their local representatives:

Urban areas: Municipal Corporations,
Municipal Councils, and Nagar
Panchayats.

Rural areas: A three-tier structure
comprising Gram Panchayats (Village
Pradhans), Block Development Councils
(BDCs), and District-level bodies (Zila
Parishads).

Mandated under Article 243ZD of the

Constitution, the District Planning
Committee (DPC) is envisaged as a
coordinating body that brings together
development plans prepared by
panchayats and municipalities and
integrates them into a comprehensive
district-level plan.

Unlike an independent executive
authority, the DPC is intended to function
as an institutional mechanism that reflects
priorities generated by elected local
bodies and facilitates bottom-up
planning. In this sense, it is designed to
strengthen democratic decentralisation
by aggregating local mandates rather than
exercising authority over them.

However, while the constitutional
framework assigns a key role to DPCs in
district-level planning, their functioning
has been uneven across the country, with
many remaining largely inactive, barring
afew exceptions such as Kerala.

How do DDCs differ from DPCs?
The DDCs were established in J&K
through an executive order rather than a

legislative process. While the government
presents DDCs as directly elected bodies
that strengthen grassroots democracy, it
is contended that the model contains
major contradictions within the
governance framework.

Critics argue that the DDC structure
bypasses existing institutions such as Zila
Panchayats and urban local bodies.

Unlike the DPC, which is intended to
aggregate development priorities
emerging from lower tiers of government,
the DDC functions as a parallel
administrative authority with executive
and developmental powers. This blurs the
relationship between the electorate and
the actual exercise of power.

The key distinction is that the DPC
seeks to strengthen local democracy by
consolidating mandates generated from
the ground up, whereas the DDC operates
from above, competing with lower tiers of
governance and functioning as an
instrument of centralised bureaucratic
control rather than democratic
decentralisation.

The DDC structure raises concerns
about unequal representation. The
allocation of seats across districts does
not adequately reflect variations in
population, thereby diluting the principle
of uniform political weight.

For instance, Srinagar, with a
population of roughly 12 lakh, and
Kishtwar, with around 2.5 lakh residents,
are allocated the same number of DDC
members. This creates an imbalance
where the political voice per capita is
drastically skewed.

‘The DDCs are being compared to the
“special purpose vehicles” used in Smart
City projects. They create an illusion of
decentralisation, but act as capital-driven,
bureaucratically managed structures.
Since DDCs can easily jettison legislatively
approved local initiatives, they function as
a governance substitute rather than a
governance supplement.

The creation of 280 DDC members
across J&K has established a form of
parallel ‘parliament’ in disguise.
Historically, in politically fragile regions,
central authorities have often sought to
weaken provincial or State-level
assemblies by backing district-level
entities.

With the J&K State Assembly absent or
weakened for years, the DDC framework
has allowed key functions and finane
powers that would ordinarily rest with
elected legislators and local panchayats to
remain concentrated under Union
administration control.

‘What is the way forward for local
democracy in J&K?

Genuine local democracy cannot be
reduced to an administrative or legal
exercise; it is fundamentally a political
question. True decentralisation requires
the restoration of the DPC model
envisaged under the 73th and 74th
Constitutional Amendments, ensuring
financially empowered and grounded
local governments accountable to the
State’s electorate, rather than an
administrative architecture serving
centralised union control.

YouTube Homework

> 737 & 76" Amendment
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ChatGPT Work is a direct competitor to Claude Cowork, whic D,
maker's coding tools — Codex for Openl, Claude Code for Anthropic. REPRESENTATIONAL IMAGE

is woven into its

Has OpenAl’'s GPT-5.6 class beaten
Anthropic’s Fable-class models?

Just over a week after

John Xavier

nthropic and OpenAl are
locked in an increasingly tight
race for frontier Al supremacy,
and the gap between their
flagship models are narrowing to a
benchmark by-benchmark contest.
Claude has led on real-world
software-engineering tasks with Fable 5
scoring 80.3% on SWE-Bench Pro - a
benchmark that evaluates an Al model's

able 5 came back online for all use!
-ather than a single flagship, OpenAl split the release

with Sol at the top and Luna at the
bestom, arguingis et each
advance on its own tem)

Openal has been vocaltha Soledges
out Anthropic’s flagship on several fronts.
On Agents’ Last Exam, an evaluation of
long running professional workflows
across 55 fields, Sol scored 53.6, which
OpenAlsays is 13.1 points ahead of Fable
5.0n the Artificial Analysis Coding Agent
Index, Sol posted a new high of 80, about
2.8 points above Fable 5. It also claims

software through
comples, realistic programming
challenges - at its June launch, well ahead
5.5's 58.6%. But OpenAl's newly
released GPT-5.6 Sol claims the
state-of the-art spot on the Artificial
Analysis Coding Agent Index at 80,
narrowly ahead of Fable 5, while using
less than half the tokens and time.

Since launching Mythos and giving a
select group of companies in its Glasswing
Alliance early access, Anthropic has
positioned itself at the front of the frontier
race. It followed up by releasing Fable 5, a
version of Mythos with extra safeguards
around biology, cybersecurity, and Al
research, to a much broader set of users,
cementing that lead.

‘That momentum hit a snag when a

new arks on
BrowseComp (92.2%) and OSWorld 2.0
(62.6%).

Picture isn’t one-directional
But the picture isn't one-directional.
Anthropic still holds a wide lead on
SWE-Bench Pro, where Fable 5's 80.3%
sits far above the 64.6% OpenAl reports
for Sol - a roughly 15-point gap on one of
the most closely watched agentic-coding
benchmarks.

Independent observers have pointed
out that Terminal-Bench and SWE-Bench
Pro reward different kinds of work:
terminal automation favours Sol's
Codex:style harness, while
whole-codebase issue resolution stil
favours Claude.

dispute with the U.S. over

export controls led Anthropic o be

‘able 5 an
9 days — from June 12 to July 1, 2026
before the Commerce Department lifted
the relevant controls and access was
restored.

Just over a week after Fable 5 came
back online for all users, OpenAl unveiled
its own next-generation family: GPT-5.6
Sol, Terra, and Luna. Rather than a single
flagship, OpenAl split the release into
three capability tiers priced separately

To why th
can each claim a win, it helps to mmk of
the two tests as d;ﬁucm kinds of job
mumcws !ur he

someone a halffinished
previous contractor left behind, dnd
asking them to find exactly what's wrong
and fix only that, withaut touching
anything else or causing a different room
to leak.

It rewards a model that can read
carefully, navigate something large and
unfamiliar, and make a precise, contained

OpenAl unveiled i
nto three capability tiers

Own nexi -gencrulion family:
priced separately with Sol at the

repair - the way a software engineer fixes
aspecific bug in a codebase they didn't
build.

‘Terminal-Bench 2.1, on the other hand,
is less about fixing one specific thing and
more about general skilfulness around the
whole house. One has to evaluate
whether this person can set up the
electricity, get the plumbing running, and
recover if a step goes wrong mi

It's a broader test of operating a
computer's control panel that includes
installing software, configuring servers,
running multi-step jobs, and
troubleshooting failures along the

Amodel can be a meticulous bug fixer
without being a great all-around operator,
and vice versa. This is roughly why Fable
5 leads on the “fix this one thing
precisely” test while GPT:5.6 Sol leads on
the “handle this whole messy workflow”
test.

There’s a second wrinkle worth
knowing as these scores aren't just testing
the Al model tselfbut they re
the toolkit its given to work with.

‘OpenAl has evaluated ts models using
its own in-house “Codex” toolkit, tuned to
work well with how its models like to
operate, a bit like letting the operator
using their own tools versus renting them
astandard set of equipment. A contractor
will be adept at executing well with the
tools he s used to, but may find it difficult
touse a different toolkit.

In a normal scenario, this contractor
i addi

wmm, And even when they work with
the new tools, it will take some time to
gain tacit knowledge. If one were to factor
this into GPT 5.6 Sol's capability, then its
lead with Fable 5 will be narrower.

Apart from the GPT-5.6 family of
models, the company also announced

GPT-56 Sol, Terra, and Luna;

top and Luna at the bottom

ChatGPT Work, an agentic mode built on
GPT-5.6 that can read emails, summarise
texts, create presentations, and organise
inchoate ideas into charts and dashboards
through a new “Sites” feature, as well as
run scheduled or recurring tasks

Competing strengths, different
trade-offs

“This product is a direct competitor to
Claude Cowork, which can similarly
complete multi‘step, tool-using tasks for
users, though the two differ in their
plugin ecosystems and how deeply each is
woven into its maker’s coding tools

Codex for OpenAl Claude Code for
Anthropic.

So how do the two flagship frontier
labs’ models compare and contrast?
Based on what the benchmark and eval
scores show, both are capable and land
close to each other overall. Each comes
with a different specialty rather than one
model being categorically ahead.

The place where OpenAl clearly shows
distinction is in token efficiency. On the
Artificial Analysis Coding Agent Index, Sol
matches or exceeds Fable 5's score while
using less than half the output tokens,
taking less than half the time, and costing
about one-third less. On the broader
Artificial Analysis Intelligence Index, Sol
comes within a single point of Fable 5
while finishing tasks in 61% less time at
roughly half the cost.

For teams weighing cot per completed
ik faner than raw benchm:
iy gapsmaay bea taci
B o tops any
individual laderboard. Though, as with
the Codexversus-neutral-harness
comparison above, it's worth checking
whether that efficiency holds up outside
OpenAl’s own tuned environment before
betting a production workilow on it.

ling
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IndiaAl Mission (2024) - F10,372 R FT [HeIT, Al
Ecosystem TawlAd el o 10|

Al Compute Infrastructure — GPU 3717 High-Performance
Computing 3YcTeEl FhIT<TT]

Bhashini Mission — HRAT 11371 2 Tl Al TeTRT
Translation 3T Voice Technologyl

NITI Aayog — Al for All (2013) - Al & fasbrar &) Iglr
ANl

Al Startups Y DIHTET — Funding, Innovation 3%
Incubation|

Al Skill Development — BT 3717 Zaran & Al Trainingl
Responsible Al — Ethical, Safe 3R Inclusive Al T &1
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(Governance) #|

UPSC Prelims Fact

IndiaAl Mission — 2024

Budget — F10,372 #T
Nodal Ministry — MeitY (Ministry of Electronics & IT)
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zhinjam is no rival to Cochin Port’

Cochin Port Authority, together with DP World, is preparing an expansion plan to make the International Container Transshipment Terminal at

Vallarpadam future-ready by deepening the channel draft and augmenting terminal infrastructure to ap growing opportunities in container traffic

NEWS ANAL

V. Sajeev Kumar

ochin Port Authori-
C ty (CoPA) is unfazed

by the rapid rise of
Vizhinjam Port as a trans-
shipment hub and is in-
stead focusing on expand-
ing the International
Container Transshipment
Terminal (ICTT) at Vallar-
padam to strengthen its
position as a gateway
terminal.

M. Angamuthu, Chair-
person-in-charge of CoPA,
said the port, together with
DP World, is preparing an
expansion plan to make
the ICTT future-ready by
deepening the channel
draft and augmenting ter-
minal infrastructure to tap
the growing opportunities
in container traffic, partic-
ularly transshipment.

“The expansion plans
are aimed at transforming
ICTT into a vibrant gate-
way terminal and trans-
shipment hub,” he said in
an interaction.

Mr. Angamuthu said he
does not see Vizhinjam as a
direct competitor to Co-
chin at present, noting that
the two ports serve diffe-
rent markets.

“Vizhinjam is primarily
a transshipment terminal,
whereas Cochin is essen-
tially a gateway terminal,
although it also handles a
significant volume of trans-
shipment cargo. ICTT has a
much larger demand po-
tential as it serves central
Kerala, including Kochi,
which has major commer-
cial and industrial

Space crunch: Draft limitations remain a major challenge for ICTT in attracting larger container vessels
as shipping lines increasingly deploy bigger ships to achieve economies of scale. THULASI KAKKAT

centres,” he said.

However, he acknow-
ledged that draft limita-
tions remain a major chal-
lenge for ICTT in attracting
larger container vessels as
shipping lines increasingly
deploy bigger ships to
achieve economies of
scale. While Vizhinjam has
an 18-m draft, ICTT has
14.5 m. The terminal would
need a draft of around 16 m
to efficiently handle the
next generation of contain-
er ships.

The Cochin Port Author-
ity and DP World have
jointly proposed to deepen
the draft to 16 m as part of
the terminal’s expansion
programime.

Mr. Angamuthu high-
lighted Kochi's strategic ad-
vantages, including its
proximity to major inter-
national shipping routes
and strong road, rail and
inland waterway connec-
tivity, which offer signifi-
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ICTT has a much larger
demand potential as it
serves central Kerala,
including Kochi, which
has major commercial
and industrial centres
M. ANGAMUTHU,
Chairpersomin-charge of CoPA

cant scope for developing
integrated port-based in-
dustrial zones, logistics
parks, and warehousing
and value-added distribu-
tion facilities.

The advantages position
Cochin Port as both a ma-
jor container gateway and
a transshipment hub while
complementing the rapid
growth of India’s maritime
sector, he said.

On the flip side, the li-
mited industrialisation in
the hinterland poses a ma-
jor challenge for the port

due to the restricted
growth in cargo.

The rising operational
cost, especially the high
annual maintenance
dredging cost, is another
factor eroding the compet-
itiveness of the port.

The proximity of the
Southern Naval Command
imposes restrictions on
crane heights and certain
waterfront developments.
Legacy labour issues, high-
er manpower costs and
productivity — constraints
are some of the other fac-
tors affecting the service
quality and overall com-
petitiveness of the port.

Mr. Angamuthu said Co-
chin Port has the task of
maintaining the channel,
so the high annual dredg-
ing cost is a severe drain on
its resources. The channel
is extensively used by the
Indian Navy, Coast Guard
and Cochin Shipyard with-
out any cost sharing.

The port has raised the
issue with the government,
he said. To help rationalise
the cost, Cochin Port un-
dertakes need-based
dredging as the profile of
the ships calling in at the
port varies significantly in
terms of draft.

Rail links

Asked about the idling rail
‘way line to ICTT, he replied
that Container Corpora-
tion of India (CONCOR)
had launched a rail service
between Coimbatore and
ICTT in 2016 but halted it
after about 10 months due
to viability issues. The rail
service could not compete
effectively with road tran-
sport on the short 190 km
stretch between Coimba-
tore and Kochi.

The GST rollout in July
2017, the consequent shut-
down of interstate check
posts, and significant im-
provements in road con-
nectivity between Cochin
and Coimbatore (NH-544)
also favoured road service.
‘Today, the rail service bet-
ween Coimbatore and
ICTT can be revitalised on-
ly through significant cost
reduction.

DP World is exploring
the idea of establishing a
rail service between Ben-
galuru and ICTT. The near-
ly 500 km distance augurs
well for rail service vis-a-vis
a road link, subject to de-
mand potential.

He said the Kerala go-
vernment’s proposed Mis-
sion Samudra is in sync
with the port’s develop-
ment objectives, as defined
by the Centre’s Sagarmala
Programme, especially in

terms of multimodal infras-
tructure connectivity, port-
led industrialisation, green
shipping and shipbuilding,
and blue economy and tou-
rism.

The Cochin-Vizhinjam
cluster has the potential to
become a dual-hub model
for South India, reducing
dependency on foreign
transshipment ports and
offering more options to
global shipping lines, he
pointed out.

He acknowledged that a
few small shipping services
that had earlier connected
ICTT with the non-major
ports of Kollam, Beypore
and Azhikkal between 2014
and 2019 were irregular
and were soon disconti-
nued due to lack of
viability.

The redevelopment of
Willingdon Island, he said,
hinges on capitalising Ko-
chi’s growing potential in
heritage and cultural tou-
rism, cruise tourism, lei-
sure and coastal tourism,
and medical and wellness
tourism.

Berth upgradation

The port plans to upgrade
the Q7 berth into a dry car-
go terminal, especially
steel. In addition, the Q6
berth and the boat train
pier will remain fully me-
chanised cement terminals
apart from handling other
dry cargo.

The port sees a major
growth opportunity in han-
dling petroleum, oil, and
lubricants (POL) cargo,
containers and monetisa-
tion of land.

(The writer is with The
Hindu businessline)
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