UPSC-CSE zuzma ol

\ TheIndian
\\ EXPRESS

COMPRETE EXAM ANALYSIS STATIC + CURRENT
COVERAGE FOCUSED MADE EASY INTEGRATION




eI T B

)

1)
e
.

fd A e T R AN E | Hoherar FAfdea §



https://gamma.app/?utm_source=made-with-gamma

37TeT AT YZdI?
). HRT & FaT IO A FRar Y whlr srsfeqar
2. HgoqU I


https://gamma.app/?utm_source=made-with-gamma

I T

y

Azadl
Amrit Mahotsav

DT avg T o i R 7 URd <Rt 2026 &1
JgHIe [d; wm%aﬁzsﬁ%aﬁ&w
T ReplS SIARTBIT UifieRt & T g HRY

HRA R 2026 - STgi HRd P a¥d [do [dy & AIRS dedi o
faa g

Tfaf® faf¥: 14 JUL 2026 7:24PM by PIB Delhi

FE I w4 e Rig 7 o 72 fiwlt fRUd URd dsud # YRA 289 2026 &1 3gdled
| T8 URd &1 UgE dfYe o oo B, e Oy @ Ay & 99 93 Ueied o g
e SIS BT NPls TR HFTGRT & TY YHRY Fa|
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Textiles: Key Driver of India’s Economy @
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Accounts for
~2% of GDP

Source: Ministry of Textlies, National Account Statistics 2028

OEATaAT: O ILNT BT 31fes 3R I0Hifae A8

YR BT I AR TR T <=1 1 fAfFmf0r emye 7 SR Wiy 8 | oRaT (FauTHdar 3R ST Ral &1 Udie) I T Sy da-ia! avadl b, I8 & YR
SrferaeyT H Heayul AlTe aT

3 e afye Rufa IS THTE

YR B! GDP H TRTHIT 2% 3R fafmior gea HRd g1 &1 S0l Ja3 981 I fAafae® g, % & 45 T aiftip ol o) e ISR e
TSR e & TIHIT 1% T ATGH | et A TR & TTHT 4% BRI B prare, R amior 4 R wfee wge 2

~1% of Holds ~4% 6th largest

Direct amployment
to 45+ million
people

textile &
opparel exporter

share in
global exports

manutacturing
GVA
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ST Dt T faRad

fafaerd '5F* fasH Hikhide favrad
g IUNT HUN, e, Riew, S 3R YRA WRHR BT [qoi "TTH ¢ BIEeR, YR 310 TS eI, g
RiAfes wIgeR o MIpfass SR A HIEeR ¢ thaed!, Taedt ¢ B, e g (Handloom) 3R g& TWRURTSH & ferw
T S g R B X W SR g BRA" TR 3R B, e Ieva @ e fay G 71

Gd &1 UbIHd B8 |

2. I 1T AYSTGRIT (Circular Economy) &1 Rigid

I SN B TH 1T BT 31 §—TIT BT YH: IUTNT (Reuse), TTAHUT (Recycle) 3R Td THY ddh ITUNT| THHT 8- ¢h-Hh-[STUIS AISd Bl
geTar ‘Regg-Sred-So e Aisd &1 ST &, FoR Soll, A 3R o/d &1 |ud H e

HRd H 9% 3URIY BT Scl-THUTRdT AT

SR yae: ufaef ey 7.8 fBifera o avat sy uefird fasa Siar 8, It 90% ¥ Sifids Tid SRWHT 6T (SUHIET-Td) 3R JuHIFdl-aIe &1
SURE B
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R&pa’! 3R T

et 3R gieh SUYIIT-Yd Gafd IS THTd
Fd UMY BT 70% T D g Hdls &3 H '§g-qU I iaar (Closed-loop g SHIRRCH T 40-45 AT
ST aeT A1 g UGN H AT ST g | circularity) HT 3P STVl 8, el Hdls TSR B3 B TgRT <l 8, fors
I e arar amET It srafRry yerdf e BT TR I& arelt Afeard rmft €|
T: I fepar S 7
v N W
3. QFEY TR Higd (A% ddl df Hel-dl)
HRA H R TR R fawRyd 9 disd aswiad & yyuesis -
dl Has Al OHIUd g Hiagd Jead
YR b1 Ugelt TR e o Repat gfaem| se Ig ufdfad 3,500-5,250 T 3RS & feeelt &1 HRA TR SHIUAIRS Aeadh 3R
30 Hifg e T UIRC- o SHUfRIY T HIEI I e S aTel T SIS R faiT e Ramsfae Hal & s us
41,000 TRGH FT IRV AT 5| B 8, Sl ‘ToICISd-¢-cageTg T YAieh Ul B TEAYUl Fel g, S ufafed 10 < ¥ 3ifiid
TS e UG Ual HRaT g | BT g3 PRI SMYfd BT |
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3. 39YC TRUT: BIIER 3R I

Reducing Hazardous Chemicals ﬁib
in the Textile Supply Chain

Sifd® BIEgeR

I IedTe & ey AT BRIHH (NPOP) 3R
- ICARE' HRIGHH (10 I1 & 289 SATHI
faxaid, ~2.15 ARd gaeTR &) BT 0|

GOVERNMENT SUPPORT FOR @
SUSTAINABLE FIBRE PRODUCTION

Organic / Sustainable Fibres

- NOUONO! PrOGIamme for Organk: Produd tion
(wror)

* Paromparogot Krishi Vikos Yojona (PvY)

* Mission Organic Value Chain Developrment
1o North [ostern Region (MOVCON(R)

Natural Fibre
Promotion

© Jute-ICARE

* National Fibre Scheme

PIcaRCR|

TS B FIRF (MM-111) BT 3e=a 3T, Ra
3R Srert SR U Y= bl SgTaT ST ] |

1T =

"YRd B B Yl SRaa I WeRATS I
AT FHRAT ITIAC URASHT (400 HRAH H
@], fRR 1,47,000 tCO2eq IS HH HIA BT

AT 81 A B 70 azo TS (Azo dyes) 3R R
UgU®! (POPs) TR HeT UfaH |
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§. IdTed IRUT: gdd fafgror

PM-MITRA UT& MSME JRIeITHR0T YRR BT F6TR (ICM)

2027-28 T 4,445 FRIS TUY & IR J 7 UTeh| &1 RAMP BRI & T MSE-CIFT (29 TSI HfSHET) 3R MSE- T & BT 3 ThIU-1 (YcTef) 3R ThIU-2 (AT

faepT | faieR 2025 a0 27,434 HVS U & AW H SPISE (259 Yol WeXre]) TSI, S Yed 3k g Serell IS BT G A1 AT 8, R ‘ra hise

MoUs TR §IIER | B A ST e el € AT (CCTS) P T8 Ui U gl 2|
Y. URE-UIS R TRUL 319 UMY UeeH

3 3URRIY use (494, 2026 NTTM

1 310d 2026 F UHTd], T8 I b1 SUMRIP-J-58T (RDF) BT IUTNT 15% TP 6T b TP Tb-iieh! ol R & SfeRTa Uiy &1 Prei rzaR oRft Soid gRa ARl #

[SECIEEEE a3 IRUSS! Bl TaaT

WASTE MANAGEMENT AND &
RESOURCE RECOVERY IN TEXTILES

‘ Waste Regulation Norms
under the Solid Waste
Monogement Mudes. 2026

Waste-To-Resource

Innovation
under the National Technicol
Textdos )
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T U8 d 3R i

PM-MITRA Ul

faey T Sienfies gfare el R e’ & fog 7 A Edhies
TRICTSd o U8 3RS UTdh [apRyd fhu SR |

db-Ip! o (Technical Textiles)
RIS Tebilep! o IR (NTTM) o Hegd ¥ b, iy,

SfTeTAaTSd 3R & oI &3 & forw faxiy a¥al & IareT &l ggrmal
LSRG

Hdddl (Sustainability)

ST 31§ Th 1 AHATART (Circular Economy) & AR TG TR
Y gI-HTdh, "HEIL! Bie (SEraH URHE HURT) 3R
TRICTIA ae TsfaehT St usd wfiw B

MSME TadH

Y UG T ITH D! ATYAH dh-1d 30 & o1 "MSE-GIFT'
3R "MSE-SPISE’ S AISiHTE TaTs ST 38! & |
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5. Hldd, d]v]IR 3R SITRe ol

SHI-UIdh (2024) cqfaferdt

13 YR AFD! & d8d 3 1-HTh THTUNGRY, S affyes WieRy BN Pl 3R ‘Riew AT St U8 e A TR R YR

F ey i HRarg| IdTel ot fAfRy uge =T 8|

graeleh TS SITRe & dl Ugd

I IIAf 3R GeM & st GHSGT, S A fshd ST b 'SU.RE" (Fdd ¥obed), Tehd 9" UM 3R "HRd ¢’ (Taad
DRI TG B GRIFA TR | gde) SR He Idddl B ST Upid B R SR 8

frshy

YR BT ¥ SN U URUR S "T: SUANT B TP D1 MY FATa are (S PM-MITRA, NTTM, 3R SHTaH STTR) & WY Th1dhd B IGT
812030 T 3.5 fafer SRt STeR & Grdierr sifarawt &1 e 3R 1 aRa giRd ASHTRY &1 o, I8 &=1faT § i FRRar 1 draa yafarufig
HTIRIHI &, et YR & ot Teh "afies ufaeelf agd” (Global Competitive Advantage) Hi g
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HYMY UH
T%: "I SN H Ieh1 ATaRT & e |, FafciRad YAl IR f[daR S

1 YRA P I 3R IRYF JTNTH W-hogiR’ (GRQT WhY) AR 6T 2 TS ddIe! avd BRE (NTTM) & Sfaid, 3% S(afRTy 3R STy &l
QiU &R, "URe-$HogrR’ SUTRIY &1 g1 & BT 3w 5| Fad Sl 3T (RDF) Haee W e disd fparmarg, 7 fs sadela
il & foem iR
3 URAAHET R (ICM) & SHdTld, I ST BT U TBIU-1 R TBIU-2 | 4 | NeHAM RIS Taiezd o U8 SR (PM-MITRA) U1 '5F fas TR
JHo AFHRI BT G HRAT AR T & | 3T €, oraH aren Uy S SU=R T93 (CETP) St RIRH 3{a€R=HT
B! A fhar gl
I HY A fhaa g 82
(A) Had TH (B) dd &l
(C) had dA (D) Tt TRS

AT Uy

URA H Yol ol JTNT o ATV [Ah S0 ob HRab| BT [ARATI DIfSTT | (2013)
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SC weighs SOP for urgent cases
affecting citizens’ life and liberty

Constitutional remedies must be accessible at all tim

says petition in top court; Bench headed by CJI Kant say

an SOP

could be put in place to reduce response time’ in cases such as illegal detentions, demolition drives or other state actions

Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

he Supreme Court
T on Tuesday agreed

to consider framing
a Standard Operating Pro-
cedure (SOP) to allow citi-
zens to knock on the doors
of the courts any time, day
or night, in cases affecting
life and liberty, including
illegal detentions, immi-
nent demolition of homes,
deportations,  custodial
violence, or other state
actions.

Beyond court schedules
A three-judge Bench head-
ed by Chief Justice of India
Surya Kant was hearing a
petition filed by a top court
advocate, Maheravish
Rein, who said the courts
cannot afford to close es-
pecially against the back-
ground of credible reports
of late-night arrests, early-
morning demolition
drives, and depaortation or
executive actions underta-
ken during weekends or
holidays.

“The absence of a struc-
tured and institutionalised

Q _I‘hc . QQ

by the Supreme Court
dmi
rather than judicial side,

TUSHAR MEHTA
Solicitor-General

and institu on
alised mech.
nism ensuri
continuous

mechanism ensuring con-
tinuous judicial accessibili-
ty may result in irreversi-
ble consequences before
affected persons are able
to approach constitutional
courts... The protection of
liberty cannot remain de-
pendent upon the tempo
ral boundaries of court
schedules. In a constitu-
tional democracy go-
verned by the rule of law,
the Constitution cannot
fall silent at night, nor can
the protection of liberty
await the morning bell of
the courts,” Ms. Rein sub-

Preparation of
should be undertaken

Maybe the response
from the court =~
should come within | "l
irreversible an hour of an urgent v
coitsequences | mention

MAHERAVISH REIN | SURYA KANT

Petitioner Chief Justice of India

mitted. Access to justice
cannot exist merely in the-
ory. Constitutional reme-
must be practically ac-
cessible at all times, she
said.

The Bench noted that an
SOP could be put in place
to reduce the “response
time” o urgent requests in
cases of life and liberty.
“Maybe the response from
the court should come
within an hour of such an
urgent mention,” Chief Jus-
tice Kant noted.

Solicitor-General Tush-
ar Mehta said the prepara-

tion of an SOP should be
undertaken by the top
court on its administrative
rather than judicial side.

In response to the law
officer, the Chief Justice
noted that High Courts did
not come within the admi-
nistrative ambit of the top
court in a federal set-up, in-
dicating that the petition
may have to be heard and
orders passed on the judi-
cial side.

Justice Joymalya Bagchi,
a part of the Bench, said
there was a difference in
approach in accessing jus-
tice during office hours
and after office hours. The
judge said a “graded ap-
proach” to access to ju:
after court hours cannot
be interpreted as a denial
of justice.

Digital access

The judge pointed out that
courts never “close-up”
when there was di -
cess to justice through e-fil-
ing. “A letter, an email or a
phone call would be
enough to activate the jus-
tice system,” Justice Bagchi
said.

Ms. Rein agreed with
Justice Bagchi that techno-
logical advancements, in
cluding digital filing, elec-
tronic court records and
virtual hearing infrastruc-
ture had significantly en-
hanced the capacity of
courts to provide remote
access to justice.

“The present institu-
tional framework of courts
largely restricts access to
judicial remedies ta desig-
nated court hours, work-
ing days and limited vaca-
tion benches. As a result,
individuals facing urgent
violations of liberty and
fundamental rights often
encounter significant prac-
tical difficulty in obtaining
immediate judicial protec-
tion during nights, wee-
kends, public holidays and
court recesses,” Ms. Rein
submitted.

“However, these techn-
ological capabilities have
not yet been integrated in-
to a uniform institutional
framework enabling emer-
geney judicial access for
urgent constitutional mat-
ters outside regular court
hours,” she submitted.

YouTube Homeworlk


https://gamma.app/?utm_source=made-with-gamma

HAgeaqoT T

Govt.summons Iran Indian seafarer recalls fear and chaos during transit through Strait of Hormuz You Tube Homewo Y k

enVOy after ijSile VighneshP, Venkitesh  transiting the  stralt  While the company res- around six smaller vessels  to Iran, asking ships 10 forces throughout the jour.
CHENAA

through the southern  pected the consent of the in front of their tanker at  move forward, reiterating  ney, updating its position
. . - - route close to the Oman  seafarers to make the risky this point, and warnings  that they were in “interna-  every 10 minutes and Jook-
h][ klllS Indlan Sallor e e A ol Totorn Journey; thene wey began fooding in through  tonal waters and would be  ing out for signs of threat
ness, and conflicting or-  The situation was rela- also “immense pressure” theveryigh fequencyra  proceced". Bu this was - and reporting in el e

ders marked the ordeal of tively normal when they from it to make the transit, dio system, with Iran or-  not reassuring to the crew  ery 10

an Indian seafarer aboard  went into the Persian Guif  the sailor said. The incen- dering vessels not to enter  with Iran asking them “not A:lnwk«uu that the

a tanker thattansied the (0 load at Basrah i Ira, - the ofersd was o0 good as the strait was “closed”.  to trust” the US, side. US, support was “crucial” *
e W lost a precious Indian life 51 n of Hormuz but it deteriorated rapidly o pass up®, and the crew. “It was psychological for the transit, the sailor PS¢
and there are several Indian g detidd t ke he k. Ina dilemma warfare, and the conflict-  said that he felt there was *
nationals who have been injured, 1, Speaking to The Hindu, and sarted (o retun, with  The ransi was planned “We were not just scared,  ing authority at play, not  support from iran as well
e ot then are alto soriousty T the wun-n oh ing under attack i g we were numb. We had  knowing whom 1o trust,  Now milesoffthe dange-
acouple of them are also seriously ¢ uphlned near Oman and warnings  July 12, and he described reached the entrance and  wasthe most jarringaspect  rous territory and en route
jured - so we conveyed our Inm lhr lull loaded Very  from the Joint Maritime In-  the scene as “absolute now had no idea what to Je " he said. J
strongest protest Large Crude Carrier formation Centre moving chaos” following an attack Sr———— i do?” the sailor ssid. The i There were two other al waters in the Arabian 0‘0
with the Iranian side (VLCC), carrying more  from medium to substan-  on GFS Galaxy, whose  shipping routes linking the Strait of Hormuz andthe Arabian Sea. s> lemma_was whether o ships along with the tanker  Sea, the sailor recalled the
; than two million barrels of tial and severe threat le- crew, Indians among abort the transic of not,  on the strait, and he could  moment the varnings
RANDHIR JAISWAL crude oil, and its crew vels. The sailor said the them, were forcedtoaban  fives” to move on, he said.  Island, D The smaller hear jets fly-  started flooding the radio
Spakesperscn, External Allirs Minisiy were caught between the  company instructed them  don shi begin to hear lhzlmuv\\!wrmlhmrvay ing past, He said thetransit  at the entrance to Hormuz &,
. threats from the franian  to halt, and they drified  The inital call was to  entry of Hormuz,a 12hour  ings, were slent, he siid.  tothe port hubandaktered  could not have been possi-  and. conceded that_he *.0
Navy to tur back and en-  along Abu Dhabl out of  halt ther transit and tum journey from Abu Dhabi  The eniry 1o Hormuz,  course, he said. However,  ble without the supportof  would sete for ust et >
Kallol Bhattacherjee be ensured in West Asia” couragement to move for-  port limits (OPL) for back, but the company of  OPL, and regions such as  abeam of Minaal Saqr hub,  the US. Navy began broad-  the US. Navy. The shipwas ting 0 safety alive instead
NEW DELHI said Mr. Jaiswal, calling for  Ward from the US., while  around four days. fered t0 “double s incen- the periphery of AbuMusa  was different. There were casting messages in reply in contact wih the US.  of the insane incentives”.

“safe and unimpeded navi-
India on Tuesday sum-  gation and flow of com-
‘moned the Iranian Deputy  merce through the Sirait of
Chief of Mission and regis-  Hormuz,
tered a “strong protest” af-  India's protest came
ter one Indian sailor died  hours after the ships MT Al
and several were seriously  Bahiyah and MT Mombasa,
injured when two UAE- carrying around 30 Indian
flagged energy tankers car-  seafarers among the total
rying Indian seafarerswere  crew of 46, came under at-
by Iranian cruise mis-  tack from the Iranian side
siles earlier in the day. while transiting through
The official spokesper-  the Stralt of Hormuz on
son of the External Affairs  Tuesday morning. One In-
Ministry, Randhir Jaiswal,  dian crew mermber out of
i lian side had 12 Indians on i Ba
conveyed *“deepest_con- il died and one was in-
cerns” about the incident  jured. Out of 18 Indian sai-
inthe Straitof Hormuzand ~ lors  on  board  MT
urged for “de-escalation”.  Mombasa, nine suffered in-
“We strongly condemn  juries while two are “re-
these attacks and acts of  ported to be seriously in-
vialence targeting seafar-  jured”, said the Ministry.
ersand disrupting freeand  Indian diplomars and ot
safte navigation through in-  er officials in the UAE are
ternational waters ke the  closely monitoring the sit-
Strait of Hormuz. We also  uation and extending assis-
reiterate our deep concern  tance to the affected In-
on account of resumption  dians on board the two
of attacks and escalation of  vessels.
hostilities in the West Asian Earlier, the Ministry of
region and call for imme- DefmﬂﬂllhELAthdan
diate cessation of violence
and a refurn io dialogue  fankers were targeted hy
and diplomacy in theinter-  two Iranian eruise missiles
ests of peace, security and  “while transiring the south-
stability in the region,” said  ern shipping lane of the
the Ministry. Strait of Hormuz, within
Omani territorial waters.”
Call for de-escalation. Apart from Indian citizens,
“We lost a precious Indian  two Ukrainian nationals
life and there are several  were also injured in the in-
Indian nationals who have  cident, said the UAE auth-
been injured, a couple of  orities. UAE has con-
them are also seriously in-  demned  the incident
jured - sowe conveyed our terming it a “blatant at-
strongest protest with the  tack” and a "serious viola-
Iranian side on this partic-  tion and a clear breach of
ular matter. These attacks  international law”.
must stop at the earliest The Indian government
at the same time there  said that targeting of com-
should be de-escalation  mercial shipping and civi
and the two sides should  lian infrastructure in
come to the negotiating ta-  region "must cease”.
ble and take the path of
dialogue and diplomacy so  RELATED REPORTS ON
that peace and stability can  » PAGES 4,5, & 14
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- THE F FHA Ik FrATT (FIN) P oF AT drer
STgTell @l fa b @vet & foiT oy
FTRIGIT TR IR T FHaraar (IMO -
International Maritime Organization) & R 57>
TET FHTH FHT aTeAT TSI FI HIfaT UNCLOS
(United Nations Convention on the Law of the
Sea) &l

YHH ARSI FZD (International

Organizations)

« IMO (International Maritime Organization): T&
g g (UN) &) v ooy vt & e
AT viga # &l & 0% I HfAEH
AT SR A1 % OB T BT S T
FT FI9 2

« 1LO (International Labour Organization): Urd
FIIT STETeA) U hIH HIal alef @ HaS T
FHTINGY F T % T2, aaeT A Tear F DY
(Labor Rights) @I fazfaa @t |

2. 9T ATRIT it 7 AT

(International Laws & Cownventions)

« THE A g H JARE TG I Fo7lal & 1010 H5
HEAYUT Tt FATC T &, foleg 72T TT I IR
337 (Four Pillars of Maritime Law,) &T &I1dT &

UNCLOS (FHE TeiaT U7 Agh Ing AAfHHAT):

3 "THg T FloErT' HET AT &) AL BT T
3T & 15 & T R U7 a7 3T @7
Ffr & (- wefie Tag, s i &
AT EE2) | TE SIeTel) ) SaRIGT Teramal 3
fa<TT Ah-21eh IJeTvat BT B (Innocent
Passage) $ft gaT &1

SOLAS (Safety of Life at Sea):

. W IR IR HctaTedh SIgTel) ) g & folr
TG FAgAYY! It &1 2Ige AP FIe & g FH

FATAT AT 4| Ag IF H3dT & 1o oIgreT 1 geiiae
Haft gt IFH Thdar enswaie (F=imd H9d))
%ﬁmﬁa@ﬁ#wmw
53T

MARPOL (Marive ‘Pz)o;llution)éﬁ N N
« Ug Pl AL % HIT 7t Tgwor
AT F §IF TET TR TG F FAT, 9T, AT
AP RE HifeT 8 b Fhdl
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STCW:

« %8 P IR YT HIH el alot T, ol fazRt ok
T F 2, AeTar s1ie A APE % 9T F T BT
g difdh IS AT AfF oTgleT T T’

MLC (Maritime Labour Convent:on)
. 5 aT@aa‘) T faer 3Tth e (Bill of Rights) el &A1l i
&I TTETE) T 1A T aler Bl % SR T8I AT

gl

. 3 W#WW’?W&"’ (Enforcement) 3iaertar
ST HaeT BIFA TATAT &, SNt Iog T (AT FE)
T o F F} TR ) avE A At &

'W)’?T?i)?(Flag State):
Y3k ST STgTel T o fanedft gor & Ifedees giar & a7
I 29T T ST oaaT & (- YA, oTISeAT AT 1) |
meﬁwwwm#ymﬁwﬁﬁaﬁ
Faft gor 1 gt 8

W?ZF?@?W (Port State Control):
oI HIS Tagelt oTerer fasaft gor % agzang (Port) YR 377 &
ar @iz sttt (3 T & DG Shipping) ogTeT &
&Il 7 Tehd &) IR GIgTel H TR fAaAY ) et g
mg;}é‘ I IF T T AT T TehaT & o7F T g€ FH B
T & S
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Grey hornbills thrive again in Gir as four years
of successful breeding revive a lost species

Abhinay Deshpande
AHMEDABAD

More than 60 years after
the Indian Grey Hornbill
disappeared from Gujarat’s
Gir forests, the species has
recorded four consecutive
years of successful breed-
ing following its reintroduc-
tion, according to a scientif-
ic study published in the
international peer-re-
viewed journal Birds.

The findings come as
Gujarat recently reported
another wildlife conserva-
tion milestone, with the se-
cond Great Indian Bustard
chick hatched through the
“jump-start” technique sur-
viving beyond the critical
40-day period.

The study, Reintroduc-
tion of Indian Grey Horn-
bills in Gir, India: Insights
into Ranging, Habitat Use,
Nesting and Behavioural

Indian Grey Hornbill

Patterns, presents the first
comprehensive assessment
of the reintroduction pro-
gramme undertaken by the
Gujarat Forest Department
and its conservation partn-
ers after the species disap-
peared from Gir.

‘Significant success’

“Wildlife conservation in
Gujarat has entered a new
phase, particularly in spe-

cies recovery and the pro-
tection of rare and endan-
gered  wildlife.  Grey
Hornbills reintroduced into
the Gir landscape in 2021
have successfully esta-
blished territories, adapted
to their new habitat, and
produced offspring, mark-
ing a major milestone in
restoring a species that had
disappeared from the re-
gion between the 1950s and
1960s. The research con-
ducted following the rein-
troduction of the Grey
Hornbill into the Gir forests
is a significant success for
us,” Forest and Environ-
ment Minister Arjun Modh-
wadia said.

According to Vinod Rao,
Principal Secretary, Forests
and Environment, “One
pair successfully bred dur-
ing the first year after re-
lease, while three addition-
al breeding pairs nested in

the second year, demon-
strating that the restored
population is beginning to
establish itself naturally.
The Grey Hornbill plays a
crucial ecological role as a
long-distance seed disper-
ser, helping regenerate for-
ests by transporting seeds
of fruit-bearing trees across
large areas.”

The project involved the
release of 40 Indian Grey
Hornbills in two phases.
Twenty-eight birds were re-
leased between 2021 and
2022, followed by another
12in 2023.

“Eleven males were fit-
ted with satellite transmit-
ters, allowing scientists to
track their movements,
habitat use, and breeding
behaviour over several
years,” Mohan Ram, Con-
servator of Forests, Juna-
gadh Circle, and one of the
authors of the study, said.

YouTube Homeworlk
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« FRRAT 60 7T (6 FIF) Uger € Ut faR & atarent I g3t
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fasiTaT % v WA e 7 U Yfe g & 5 v & cAarenr
H DI oI & 81 7 UISAT o 7 ok Jg ) agl Zrer forar
g, afcds O famer 4 TGN I SR AWheIdTIddh Feiatet
(Breeding) $ft &7 78 |

5 T FH 77 a1

). 60 ATt q1¢ FHT aTdH (Reintroduction Success)Aae
#Ft B 7 7 T eA1id r AT oftel @ foir Tefler
Rebadt gRI# o J&T et 2021 I 2023 & o JIIT &
3RIGNi SAIAT I FTHT FHoT 40 I grefiaer U DI e
VAR ToTaiet: JTRIGIT 5967 'Birds' # DU TF d7illadh
ST & IFAR, §T UG & AT & gt 2R
(SeT1ehT) T it & 37T Tager 4 JTel) I o9 e a=)
(FoT) & A ¢ &1 Uget TeT At O &S o Goferal
T o, st SR IS & TIFe §AIT

2. Aengz A AAIHAAE ZIFI: a7 7T F 1) ]
gratialer afegar ue gierleT (Satellite
Transmitters) ST HISeTIFH &I FUATAT: AT 7 & ught
AT ATEleT & bt g7 (TSI 61 adf fbd &) T T,
ﬁﬁmﬁﬁ?—iﬂﬁmgﬁmé?wsﬁmm
wﬁm;?aﬁﬁwﬁwﬁw &I §7ah a8l I IRE A Elr
T g &l

3. 1T % &iren & fore @ & a7 ot Waw? wven & et §R7

I edfaer FET XTI I §99Tg, Wer 3 FHIFAGT I et @ &1 7
ax#g?"r J& 327 dfel) & e & (Seed Dispersers), foraar
SIS T Tl TT I e gIar &1 g7 et I faR #1 gt

SPIATEH FAAGT M I9A T Us: 57 * I TITer gl &
for 7 % e 37i7 ufvaa vsY (clar ‘wegplarr 7% sl
=faraT ) ) e B

. gldfaer (Hornbill) stut srqet cisft, gaTaeIe == 917 3@ FHUT

g '‘F3ah (Casque) TTA gorie it F=ralr & AT arral aired &)
g U UAGROT T TJoreT ST I H 898G HEAYUT SfHBT
s 1551 FET AR, TR ST STRT F S UIT T F
=Tt gt TRt <t & s &

gisifaer &1 #=7 faRiiaTe (Key Features)
gorAE st == (Casque):

§AH =T & PR O 39 &S et At & forar ‘e ded &
WWW?WWW#@?WW(AMPWWW)
* #eg Ft 3

« 37T TAAT (Unigue Breeding Habit): 375 gaT & JHT ATGT

gidfacr g & &Eer (Hollow) # 35 &t &1 suab a1 7 31e
#1gT Rerars Ag, afler Fom afe viet 3 aaer & gaer g & g
TE 52 FY ¢ & I 1k v vt o o oIt ardt &
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ﬁ:n?aw SIFeIT 87 &t & aIF AT T
mwm@amé‘/ 7 glefaer 3 wiat ot
I T A S‘ﬁ?&IWI @I de dab FIEIT fFerrar &
o8 da & 5= 3551 oirFah aIg) & o)
ciaren & ATt (Farmers of the Forest): 2
HST T I el (FrAHT FHeAT AT Ficus) Fiad &)
3 STt I 3T JFAT T T GG AP
et & e Ter siaren 7 AT AaT &
mﬁa:fr glaliaer T llasidhler T ciaT giar &l
Zac;g/cg?# OTITSTIT 35 I 40 JTeT da ofifad g

/

giifaer & UbIT 1T T A Juereerar (Types
& Distribution in India)7Zt & gidtfaer )
ST 62 2 A Tt Wik et & foed &

9 gerrfaaT 9T & fHerdt &1

SR # Foo FEA XU A dIT G5 H G &1
FehdT & uf2iet are (Western Ghats), 3TR-99°

R (North-East India), 3117 @WW & FWE‘Z‘H

glsifaler &t gerifd HRIT A IuereRar

I. A gisitaer (Great Hornbill) @Wg;; %ﬁw RIS T
2. 37T 31 Ersitaer (Indian Grey 3IIR, FeA, Gr2IH Td g HRd;
Hornbill) TR a7l T @Y ot T
3. Wﬁ- ﬁaﬁa’ (Ma/abar Greg WWW (WW

Hornbill)

4. AR 1SS glaitaer (Malabar
Pied Hornbill)

gf&Ist =1z, gt od 787 SR & T
a#az‘}vaa'

S. 3IRPzeT UIsE glaitaer (Oriental

Pied Hornbill) SR va fe % e

6. Rz gidiider (Wreathed Hombill) | FaeT 3T-Yd HRT

7. -3 glattaer (Rufous-necked | SIEVITEICT UgeT TG 3R-Yd @ Faicisr
Hornbill) o7

8. AR T FI3T glataer (Austen's
Brown Hornbill /| White-throated
Brown Hombill)

IR FTH Td IRV G & Gl

9. FRHISH glsiger (Narcondam
Hornbill)

haoT SIHATT-IABIR & ARDISH ZT
W (13 gena)
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‘Gold standard’ India-UK. trade
deal is coming into effect today

Commerce Secretary describes pact as one of the ‘most ambitious and aspirational free trade agreements’

signed by the

country; he adds that it will benefit farmers, fisherfolk: officials in UK. welcome deal and highlight its multi-sectoral impact

NEW DELHI

he India-U.K. Com-
I prehensive  Eco-
nomic and Trade

Agreement (CETA) and
Double Contribution Con-
vention (DCC) that will
come into force on Wed-
nesday are a “gold stan-
d;ud';mduneu(!he ‘most
ambitious and

Terms of trade

The India-U.K. Comprehensive Economic and Trade
Agreement (CETA) and Double Contribution Convention (DCC)
are set to come into force on Wednesday

® Under the CETA, the UK will

* India has protected

London, the agreement
provides a strong platform
to unlock even greater col-
laboration in financial and
professional services, insu-
rance, fintech, sustainable
finance and infrastructure

ly on
96.8% of s tariff lines, accounting for

97.7% of the trade value

such as dairy, cereals,
pulses, vegetabes,

* India will immediately eliminate

tariffs on 30.3% of the trade value,

with 478 more seeing tariffs

free trade agreements”
signed by India, Com-
merce Secretary Rajesh
Agrawal said on Tuesday.

He added that the deals
benefit India’s farmers,
fisherfolk, workers and
women  entrepreneurs.
The India-UK. CETA and
the DCC were signed in July
last year.

“This is one of the first
free trade agreements
(FTAs) of its kind, which es-
tablishes a future- onenled

* The DCC will exempt Indian
workers and their employers
from paying social security
contributions in the

UK. for 5 years if
contributions are

being made in India

smartphones, and
critical polymers

3

0,

X1

cause of its wide sectoral
coverage and deep reduc-
tion in both tariff and non
tariff barriers,” he added.
Under rhe deal, the UK.

India, on the other
hand, will immediately
eliminate tariffs on 30.3%
of the trade value, with
47% more seeing tariffs

economic

will i eliminate

in a phased

ween two major econo-
mies of the world,” Mr.
Agrawal said at a press
briefing. “This is also one
of the most ambitious and
aspirational FTAs of India,
which we are operationa-
lising as till date.”

“It is a gold standard
and the first of its kind be-

tariffs on 96.8% of its tariff
lines, accounting for 97.7%
of the trade value. An addi-
tional 2% of tariff lines,
amounting to 1.8% of trade
value, will see reduced ta-
riffs based on quotas. In to-
tal, this covers 98.8% of ta-
riff lines and 99.5% of trade
value.

‘manner. It will also provide
reduced quota-based ta-
riffs on 12.1% of the trade
value. In total, this would
cover 89.5% of tariff lines
and 89.4% of trade value.
Officials in the U.K. have
also welcomed d‘w deal,
a

" Chris Hay-
ward, Policy Chairman of
the City of London Corpo-
ration, told The Hindu.

“As India continues its
remarkable economic
growth story, London
stands ready to support
the mobilisation of global
capital and expertise need-
ed to help deliver those
goals,” he added.

Mr. Agrawal said that
the 30 chapters across
which negotiations have ta-
ken place under this pact
extend beyond conven-
tional tariff liberalisation to
cover digital trade, govern-
ment procurement, SMEs,
innovation, labour, envi-
ronment, and gender.

He added that the deal
addresses non-tariff bar-
riers as well, so that issues
like Sanitary and Phytosan-
itary Measures (SPS) and
Technical Barriers to Trade
(TBT) “do not become un-
justified trade restrictions

ral impact. “For the City of

for our
future”.

He further explained
that the deal protects In-
dia’s sensitive sectors such
as dairy, cereals, pulses,
vegetables, gold and jewel-
lery, smartphones, and
critical polymers.

‘Game changer’

On the DCC, he said that
the agreement was a
“game changer” for India’s
services sector and skilled
workforce. “Indian em-
ployees and their em-
ployers contribute around
25% of their salary to the
u. national insurance
system,” he said. “Their
contribution is like a tax of
25% as employees are un-
able to draw benefits.
These are like sunk costs.”

He said that the DCC will
ensure that workers will
not need to pay double
contributions  towards
their social security. That
is, if they are paying social
security in India, then they
will not have to pay it in the
U.K. as well for a period of
five years.

According to Mr. Agra-
wal, this will benefit over
75,000 Indian workers and
over 900 employers.

(With inputs from Sriram
Lakshman in London)
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India bans import of goods
made using forced labour
amid pending U.S. probe

T.C.A. Sharad Raghavan
NEW DELHI

The Government of India
has issued a notification
banning the import of
goods manufactured using
forced labour, a significant
step towards clearing the
path towards the signing of
an interim trade agree-
ment with the U.S.

The U.S. is currently in
the process of releasing its
final decision on the tariffs
it plans to levy on coun-
tries that it says have not
done enough to stop the
import of goods made us-
ing forced labour.

“The import of goods
produced or manufac-
tured, wholly or in part,
through the use of forced
labour is prohibited,” the
Ministry of Commerce and
Industry said in its notifica-
tion. It added that the Un-
ion government may, from
time to time, specify the
goods whose import shall
be prohibited under this
paragraph.

“The procedure for con-
ducting an enquiry by the
Director General of Fo-
reign Trade into the use of
forced labour in the pro-
duction of such goods shall
be as prescribed in the
Handbook of Procedures,

The govt. said it ma
from time to time,
specify the goods
whose import shall
be prohibited

2023, it added. Under its
draft proposal following an
investigation, the U.S.
found that India and 53
other countries “failed to
impose and effectively en-
force” prohibitions on the
import of goods produced
using forced labour. As
such, it proposed a tariff of
12.5% on imports from
these countries.

Commerce Secretary
Rajesh Agrawal confirmed
on Monday that India had
made its submissions to
the U.S. on the matter and
protested the tariffs.

This pending decision
has led to significant un-
certainty surrounding the
India-U.S. trade deal, with
Commerce Minister Piyush
Goyal and Mr. Agrawal sep-
arately saying India would
sign a deal only once it is
established that it will re-
ceive a comparative advan-
tage over its competitors.

One key factor in esta-
blishing this comparative
advantage is to see what ta-
riffs the U.S. plans to levy

under its various investiga-
tions. The second investi-
gation is into whether the
U.S.s trade partners are us-
ing excess capacity to ex-
port to the U.S. to the detri-
ment of the American
economy.

According to the notifi-
cation by the Commerce
Ministry, “forced labour”
means “all work or service
which is exacted from any
person under the menace
of any penalty and for
which the said person has
not offered himself volun-
tarily, as defined under the
ILO Forced Labour Con-
vention, 1930 (No. 29)”.

According to Manoj Mis-
hra, Partner and Tax Con-
troversy Management
Leader, Grant Thornton
Bharat, the introduction of
a prohibition on imports of
goods produced through
forced labour marks a sig-
nificant policy shift in In-
dia’s trade framework.
“While India has so far re-
lied largely on labour and
criminal laws to address
forced labour domestical-
ly, the Foreign Trade Policy
now incorporates a dedi-
cated trade measure
aligned with international
standards under the ILO
Forced Labour Conven-
tion,” Mr. Mishra said.

YouTube Homeworlk
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Rajnath flags off ‘Shaurya Vijay Yatra' motorcycle rally for Kargil heroes YouTube Homeworlk

NB\‘ DELHI

Union Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh on Tuesday
flagged off the
‘Shaurya Vijay Yatr:
commemorative motorcy-
cle expedition from the Na-
tional War Memorial in
New Delhi to the Kargil
War Memorial in Drass.
The 1999 Karg| mnma

tory, buta clupler or cour-
age, fortitude, discipline,
and unwavering _patrio-
tism, Mr. Singh said.
The expedition, with
the theme of ‘One Ride,
B One Nation, One Salute’,
Rajnath - . jay Yatra) a 13-day has been organised as part
New Delhi on Tuesday. 4N of the nationwide obser-
2 . w - =

motorcycle expedition,

& HATT
o
V=
Azadik,
Amrit Mahotsav

vance of Kargil Vijay Diwas.
It will see 28 riders -in-
cluding serving and retired
armed forces personnel
and their family members
- cover nearly 1,900 km

Punjab, Himachal
Pradesh and Ladakh be-
fore reaching Drass on July
26.

The occasion was not
‘merely about flagging off a
‘motorcycle expedition but

“paying tribute to
the indomitable spirit and
supreme sacrifice of the
soldiers who had laid
down their lives defending
the nation’s honour”, Mr.
Singh said, addressing the
participants.

Recalling Operation Vi-
jay, the Minister said In-

© e

mﬁgia;ﬁavzoza & HAT %w

%@mwm
3Td 13 fa1 7 28 ST HAR 1,900 fhaHiey &1 gl
uﬂﬁuéﬁr%m,w%@?m

1999 & SR & & el fas/g Rd & 39 sice
e o o sm?
Granaam oft oy Rig

ufafp fafd: 14 JUL 2026 1:00PM by PIB Delhi
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dian soldiers achieved the
impossible by fighting in
extreme conditions at alti-
tudes of nearly 20,000 ft.,
where oxygen was scarce
and temperatures plunged
to minus 40 degrees Celsi-
us. Despite the enemy oc-
cupying dominating
heights, Indian troops re-
claimed every peak and
bunker with exceptional
courage, he said.

Paid tributes

Describing the victory as
one achieved at a tremen-
dous cost, Mr. Singh said
that “more than 500 sol-
diers made the supreme
sacrifice” during the con-
flict. He paid tribute to the
Kargil heroes, including

o am—

Captain  Vikram  Batra,
Lieutenant Manoj Kumar
Pandey, and Rifleman San-
jay Kumar. Their courage
would continue to inspire
generations of Indians, he
said.

The Defence Minister
said the Kargil victory was
not merely a historical
event but a lasting rem
der of India’s resolve to res-
pond decisively to any
threata its sovereign-
ty, identity and honour.

During the ceremony,

an

in memory of the fallen
soldiers.

Calling the expedition a
symbol of national unity,
Mr. Singh said it bmug'm
together serving
nel, veterans and ci
from different parts of the
country, reflecting India’s
diversity under the Trico-
lour. He expressed confi-
dence that the yatra would
inspire patriotism among
the youth and ensure that
the legacy of the Kargil
martyrs remains alive for

the National War Memorial

was handed over to the ex-

pedition members. It will

carried to the Kargil

War Memorial in Drass,

and ceremonially offered
-

The expedition is sche-
duled to culminate at the
Kargil War Memorial on Ju-
ly 26, commemorating the
27th anniversary of India's
victory in the Kargil War.

_— s

< Kargil War
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Draft health research policy proposes
overhaul of India’s research ecosystem

Bindu Shajan Perappadan
NEW DELHI

The Centre has released
the draft National Health
Research Policy, 2026, that
seeks to align the country’s
scientific research more
closely with its disease bur-
den and public health
priorities, proposing a
wide-ranging restructuring
of India’s health research
ecosystem with a sharper
focus on indigenous inno-
vation, evidence-based
policymaking, and meas-
urable outcomes.

Prepared by the Depart-
ment of Health Research,
the draft is the first attempt
at a unified national frame-
work spanning biomedical
science, clinical medicine,
public health, epidemiolo-
gy, digital health, health
systems, behavioural
sciences, and emerging
technologies.

The Ministry has invited
stakeholder feedback be-

L]
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. ]
iy Y
Among the key proposals is a

system for identifying priority
research areas.

fore the policy is finalised.
It aims to address long-
standing problems, includ-
ing fragmented research
efforts, wide regional dis-
parities in research capaci-
ty, and the slow translation
of scientific findings into
actual healthcare delivery
and policy.

While India has built
considerable scientific cap-
ability through institutions
such as the Indian Council
of Medical Research

(ICMR), universities, medi-
cal colleges and other re-
search bodies, the policy
points out that this capabil-
ity remains concentrated
in a handful of institutions
and States.

Research priorities, it
notes, do not always track
the country’s real disease
burden, health-system
gaps, equity concerns or
its preparedness for future
public health emergencies.
Administrative and regula-
tory delays, it adds, conti-
nue to slow down research
even when funding is not
the constraint.

Among the key propo-
sals is a system for periodi-
cally identifying priority
research areas, based on
disease burden, scientific
opportunity, equity, pan-
demic preparedness and
strategic national interest
— an agenda to be drawn
up in consultation with
States, Union Territories,
researchers, health profes-

sionals, patients and com-
munity representatives.

Three-tier structure

The draft also lays out a
three-tier governance
structure: a  National
Health Research Steward-
ship Committee for overall
strategic coordination, the
Department of Health Re-
search as the nodal imple-
menting agency, and the
ICMR as the scientific and
technical lead. States, in
turn, will be expected to
weave research more tight-
ly into local health pro-
grammes and service
delivery.

Ethics, research integri-
ty, data governance, cyber-
security and community
participation have been
placed at the core of this
framework. Long-term na-
tional targets have also
been proposed for re-
search investment, medi-
cal science Ph.D., publica-
tions, and patents.
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Draft National Health Research Policy AT
Draft National Health Research Policy FT 3597 « 9RT P TR FIT (Health Security) FTgT
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Why scientists watched a gene hop
from a predator into its prey

Jumping genes are imolved in the spre
derived from the jJumping intron, as nest

i sceniss dcovered
Jumping i 195
they have own thal it of DNA
an move around the genom
nucleus. Scientists
have also found evidence of genes haviog
jumped across specie
Now, researchers at the Max Planck
jtute for Marine Microbiology in
eported  emriable
s an

scientists lirerally caught the gene asit
jumped across species, without the help

nically pow called
mqmm“ ments  are responsible
or the spread of antibiotk resist
it dent o ) oo,
s are also studying circular RNA
olecules ik the one et ved o he
junping intron, as next generation
vaccine platforms, Undersianding the
Ives of jumping genes can thus
profound imphcations for evolution and
ulsimaiely to medicine and bintechnology

Adtiny predator
Microbial communities that occur

mu.u v cutm with s sl ot

uf wastewater from a local sewage
treatment plant
‘Over time, this culture of microbes

to consist of several members of
oenandbnckat. L b
ol ™

cscopic
Microbes of both these domains lacka
true mules: nstead, hei cleus Besin
oplism i
e st ocused on two metnbers o
this community. One me
methane- producing archa
ethanothrix sochngenil The other is a
bacterium so small that it i called an
kramicrocerium. The eam amed i
Velamenicoccues archaecvorus. 118 2
peedator: it attaches to the surface of the
breaks apart its el membrane,

‘members’ ribosames. The
ome is each cells protein-making
factory,

neling jumping genes ¢

1 thus have profound

A conocl misuscope mage o et sosogen o ong e of ot el mageta) The gt e
e

i RAinside:

il cels of al life
alled ribosomal RNAs
Allife formes heave: FRNA that

determined he compostion of the s

robacterium, one typ
e

the cell st et Rrcher This ediig
takes the form of losing a particular
sequence of bases called the intron.
Essentally, the out of the
precursar.

The intror pe of
RIA molecule with two mique oles
cuts tself out of the precursor rRNA and
joins its own ends up o acq
Saucture. And it contains information
that can allow it o ‘jump’,

The lysed the rRN,
sequen e uler erium
Fom & previous . ealed that

e s were highly ffcint at thel
tasks: they mr\\» failed.

Tracking by
Finally, the jded to ch
il whesher th i afthe 235
FRNA of the predator jumped to the prey
asthe twe interacted

Other scientists at the same Max Planck

Institute had als

ady found, and
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borescetd lonel  a hemieal compound
thar glows when seen through a

fluorescence micr
The team modified the probe so tha its
o gereen in live cells but
cells — eith y only if
the ntron was present.

m also could tell which cells the
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ofthe microbe:
archacovorn .|w.|l»-m»-uld\“l“\kvnl\\‘
Methanotrix sochegenii appears
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India must build partnerships in this age
of global turmoil
P rime Minister Narendra Modi's recent vi-

sits 1o Australia and New Zealand marked
yet another step in India's efforts to con-
solidate partnerships across the Indo-Pacific. In-
dia’s relations with both countries have traditi
ally been largely economic and people-centr
but the visits underscored an increased emphasi
on strategic aspects, a fresh turn. Geopolitical
competition, manifested in supply-chain disrup-
tions and the realignment of global economic
networks, is keeping the world on tenterhooks,
and India has to manage the uncertainties and
volatility well to be able to protect its vital inter-
ests. The visits reflected New Delhi's attempt to
southern arc of the Indo-Pacific
under its Act East Policy, MAHASAGAR (Mutual
and Holistic Advancement for Security and
Growth Across Regions) vision, and commitment
to a free, open and inclusive Indo-Pacific. India
and Australia adopted a new Joint Declaration on
Defence and Security Cooperation, significantly
upgrading the existing security framework. They
agreed to enhance interoperability between their
armed forces, expand military exercises, esta-
blish an Annual Defence Ministers Dialogue, and
© in cybersecurity, mari-
time security and emerging technologies. An In-
dia-Australia Maritime Security Collaboration
Roadmap was unveiled to deepen information
sharing and operational coordination in the Indo-
Pacific. An immediate and consequential out-
come was Australia's decision to allow uranium
exports for India’s civilian nuclear programme,
removing a lingering obstacle in ties and boosting
India's clean-energy ambitions. Both countries
will also find new avenues of cooperation on crit-
ical minerals, a specific field of global
uncertainty.

India-New Zealand relations are now a formal
strategic partnership,with a road map for cooper-
ation over the next four years. Key agreements
by the countries include maritime
cooperation in the Indo-Pacific and murual logis-
tics support between the Indian Navy and the
New Zealand Defence Force. Building upon the
recently concluded India-New Zealand Free
Trade Agreement, both sides agreed to aim for a
substantial expansion of bilateral trade by 2030.
Avenues for agricultural cooperation are also be-
ing explored. India shares with Australia and
New Zealand a concern about maintaining stabil-
ity and predictability in the Indo-Pacific. Supply-
chain diversification, energy security, and access
1o critical minerals and emerging technology are
key priorities for India, which is trying to protect
strategic autonomy in a world of great volatil-

The Modi government has been trying to
achieve this objective through building a network
of partnerships. These visits fit into that pattern.
India’s challenge is in keeping itself steady in an
era of global turmoil, and untangled from rival-
ries that can do it no good. Mr. Modi's visits build
on this awareness.
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Two sets

Consistency marked the men’s draw,
and shocks and surprises the women's

hen Jannik Sinner arrived at Wimble-

don, there were questions aplenty.

They hinged on the defeat he suffered
at the French Open, where he wilted in the se-
«cond round under the extreme Paris heat despite
being two sets and 5-1 up. When he needed five
sets to get past the first round at the All England
Club, the intrigue about his physical health and
state of tennis deepened. None of his achieve-
ments in the 52 weeks preceding Wimbledon —
76 wins against just six losses, and 10 titles —
seemed to matter. But with two superlative per-
formances, against Novak Djokovic in the semifi-
nal and Alexander Zverev in the final, the World
No. 1silenced the doubters in the best possible
fashion. Djokovic and Zverev were his two big-
gest threats, with the former a seven-time winner
at SW19 and the latter the reigning Roland-Garros
«champion. But the Italian’s top-notch serving and
baseline consistency fetched him his second
straight Wimbledon and fifth Major title. The suc-
cess was also Sinner’s tenth consecutive victory
over Zverev. But even in defeat, the German can
hold his head high. Since the start of 2024, men's
tennis has largely been a cat-and-mouse game
between Sinner and Carlos Alcaraz. Zverev’s po-
tential entry as the distinguished third will make
the sport healthier.

The women’s game has had a more even
spread of champions, and Wimbledon has been
at the forefront of producing them. It was no dif-
ferent this year as Linda Noskova became the
tenth different women’s singles winner at SW19
in as many years. The fact that Noskova, Iga Swia-
tek and Elena Rybakina are the only ones in this
list to also feature in the current WTA top-10is in-
dicative of the depth in quality. The player from
Czechia was spoken of but was never considered
the favourite to win, for she had reached the
quarterfinal stage at a Slam only once before. Yet,
the 21-year-old put together a remarkable streak
that culminated in the pulsating three-set tri-
umph over compatriot Karolina Muchova (2023
French Open finalist). The most impressive bit
was Noskova's resilience in roaring back after
missing out on five championship points in the
second set. At the start of the tournament, there
was concern that such elite performances would
be dulled by protests from players demanding a
better revenue-sharing model from the organis-
ers, For a second straight Major, a temporary
truce was called, allowing tennis to be solely in
the limelight.
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Wimbledon 2026 faerar

YW Okt (Men's Singles)

fasran Jannik Sinner (32eft)

Jufaalan: Alexander 2verev (c7Hst})
WIgaTer ¥ 6-7(7), 7-6(2), 6-3, 6-4

7E R T SR GAT Wimbledon AT &1

° ° ° o(,

Afeear et (Women's Singles)

faelan Linda Noskovd (1 30T
Jufaalam: Karolina Muchovd

HIgTeT TP 6-2, 5-7, 6-3

g FAIThIaT HT UgelT TS oA fAarer 21

Fact

«  Wimbledon ZIS7T &T F&=T YRIT Grand Slam 21T
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What is meant by ‘trial in absentia’?

Who can be tried in absentia under BNSS? What changed under the new criminal law? How does the law protect the accusedss right to fair trial?
What happens if the accused later appears before the court? Why was trial in absentia introduced?

EXPLAINER

The story so far:
Special NIA Court in Jammu
has issued a non-bailable
warrant against Hafiz Saeed,
the Pakistan-based chief of the
proscribed terror outfit Lashkar-e-Taiba
(LeT), in connection with the
investigation into the Pahalgam terror
attack. The warrant was issued at the
request of the National Investigation
Agency (NIA). The order was passed by
the Special Judge of the NIA Court on July
8, two days after a supplementary
chargesheet was filed against Saeed in the
Pahalgam terror attack case.

Since Saeed is unlikely to appear
before an Indian court, the agency is
expected to seek a trial in absentia under
Section 356 of the Bharat garik
Suraksha Sanhita (BNSS), which replaced
the Code of Criminal Procedure (CrPC). In
its supplementary chargesheet, the NIA
has charged Hafiz Saeed both in his
individual capacity and as the chief of the
banned Lashkar-e-Taiba (LeT) and its
proxy outfit, The Resistance Front (TRF).

“The accused has been charged under

visions of the Bharatiya Nyaya
NS), 2023, and the Unlawful
Activities (Prevention) Act, 1967. The NIA
has also invoked provisions relating to
waging war against India and hatching a
conspiracy from across the border,” the
agency said.

What is trial in absentia?
A trial in absentia refers to a criminal trial
conducted in the absence of the accused.
Section 356 of the BNSS provides that if
a person declared a proclaimed offender
has absconded to evade trial and there is
no immediate prospect of arrest, the
court may treat the accused’s absence as a

The law does not permit courts to try every accused person in their absence. It applies only to a
“proclaimed offender”, as defined under Section 84 of the BNSS. GETTY IMAGES

waiver of the right to be present during
the proceedings. After recording its
reasons in writing, the court may proceed
with the inquiry, trial and
pronouncement of judgment as if the
accused were present.

Under the Code of Criminal Procedure,
1973 (CrPC), the predecessor of BNSS,
Section 82(4) of CrPC allows proclamation
and attachment of the property of an
absconding accused, and Section 317 of
CrPC allows the Judge or Magistrate to
conduct trial of an accused in his abs
in certain specific case:
allows the Judge or Magistrate to record
the evidence in absence of absconded
accused if there is no prospect of
arresting him soon.

Those provisions provide a discretion
to a presiding officer to conduct an
in-absentia trial only when it feels that,
firstly, the personal attendance of the

nce

accused before the court is not necessary

in the interests of justice, and secondly,
the aumed pem\(emlv disturbs the
s in court. But none of those

pending for years until the accused was
apprehended.

‘Whom does it apply to?
The law does not permit courts to try
every accused person in their absence. It
applies only to a “proclaimed offender”,
as defmed under Section 84 of the BNSS.
Under Section 84(4), where a
proclamation has been issued against a
person accused of an offence punishable
with imprisonment of 10 years or more,
life imprisonment, or death under the
Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita, 2023, or any
other law, and the person fails to appear
at the specified place and time, the court

may, after making such inquiry as it
considers necessary, declare the person a
proc laimed offender.

, trial in absentia is available only
in cases involving serious offences
punishable with imprisonment of at least
10 years, life imprisonment, or death,
where the accused has been declared a
proclaimed offender.

‘What are the procedural safeguards
under Section 356?

Section 356 lays down several procedural
safeguards before a trial can commence
in the absence of the accused. These
include the issuance of two consecutive
warrants of arrest within an interval of at
least 30 days. A notice must also be
published in a local or national
newspaper, giving the accused 30 days to
appear before the court. In addition, the
notice must be displayed at the accused’s
last known place of residence, and a
relative or friend of the accused must be
informed about the trial.

The trial cannot commence until 90
days have elapsed from the date of
framing of charges, giving the accused
sufficient opportunity to appear before
the court. If the absconding accused does
not have legal representation, the court
must appoint a defence lawyer at the
State’s expense to safeguard the accused’s
right to a fair trial.

Statements of prosecution witnesses
recorded before the commencement of
the trial may be used as evidence against
the absconding accused. However, if the
accused later appears or is apprehended,
the court may permit cross-examination
of witnesses in the interest of justice.

The deposition and examination of
witnesses may, as far as practicable, be
recorded through audiovisual electronic
means. Such recordings must
preserved to ensure transparency,
accuracy and the integrity of the trial
process, and to facilitate review if the
accused is subsequently apprehended.

THE GIST

v

Section 356 of the BNSS
provides that if a person
declared a proclaimed offender
has absconded to evade trial
and there is no immediate
prospect of arrest, the court
may treat the accused’s
absence as a waiver of the right
to be present during the
proceedings.

v

If the accused later appears or
is apprehended, the court may
allow cross-examination of
witnesses in the interest of
justice. Witness testimony can
also be recorded through
audiovisual means and
preserved for future review.

YouTube Homeworlk
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India’s imports from
China soar to $80 bn
in first half of 2026

Two-w

bilateral trade was up to $91.72 bn after six months, a 236% rise

from last year, on track to surpass record $155.62 bn figure from 2025

Ananth Krishnan

ndia’s imports from
lChim rose 21.8% in

the first half of 2026 to
a record $79.41 billion, ac-
cording to data released by
Cl General Adminis-
tration of Customs on

blla(cral trade

ter six momhs a23.6%rise
from last year, and on track
to surpass the record
$155.62 billion trade figure
from 2025, when China
was again India’s biggest
trade partner in goods.

While the trade deficit
reached $67.1 billion after
the first half of the year
also on track to exceed last
year's record $116.12 billion
figure - India’s exports to
China have also registered
strong growth, up by 37.2%
to $12.31 billion.

Trade deficil
India’s official data on
Monday showed the over-
all trade deficit in the
month of June 2026 rose
over fourfold year-on-year
to $15.3 billion in June
2026, on the back of high
growth in merchandise im-
ports and a rise in the va-
lue of crude oil, electronics
and gold imports.
Indian officials are less

Indiais less

ftrade

odm with China than by the nature of the basket of goods. REUTERS

Obviously, we would like
to be able to export
moretoC 1. Thisis
nothing unreasonable
about suggesting that

able to export more to Chi-
na. This is nothing unrea-
sonable about suggesting
that,” he said, speaking at
the World Peace Forum, an
annual foreign policy fo-
rum in Beijing.

“How do we find ways in

India's Ambassador to China

ment from China, but also
intermediates that are
needed for Indian manu-
facturing and fuel India’s
own exports. A particular
concern is the nature of In-
dia's exports to China,
which in the past have
been dominated by low va-
lue-added products such
as organic chemicals, ores
and seafood.

Earlier this month, In-
dia’s Ambassador to CI hma

by th
of the trade deficit with
China than by the nature of
the basket of goods. India
imports not only large
quantities of finished elec-
tronics and other equip-

Vikram

pitched for greater Indian
exports to China, especial-
ly in areas where India is
globally competitive such
as pharmaceuticals. “Ob-
viously, we would like to be

which India and China can
be d, with a wi-
dening basket of goods that
both sides can provide
each other, but also a sense
that reasonable mechan-
isms to protect consumers
can be applied in a way
that enables India also to
export more of the goods
that it can export elsewh-
ere in the world also to Chi-
na?” he said. “In other
words, it would be easier
to consider that the trade
wouldn’t be exactly 50-50
balanced, but one side
would have more exports,
provided that exports con-
sist of goods that we can al-
so add value. If it is pure
consumption goods, that
becomes a little harder to
sell as a reasonable me-
chanism for the deficit.”



https://gamma.app/?utm_source=made-with-gamma

Ageaqol =7

Inaugural Index of Services
Production shows 14 sectors
grew in double digits in April

T.C.A. Sharad Raghavan
NEW DELHI

As many as 14 of the 19 sub-
sectors in the trial and in-
augural release of the go-
vernment’s new Index of
Services Production (ISP)
witnessed  double-digit
growth in April 2026, with
the best-performing sec-
tors including accommo-
dation and food, retail
trade, administrative and
support services, and real
estate.

The 19 sub-sectors mea-
sured account for about
60% of India’s services
sector.

The ISP is meant to be
the services sector coun-
terpart to the Index of In-
dustrial Production (IIP).
While the IIP is released on
the 28th of every month
unless it is a weekend or
holiday, the ISP will be re-

Accommodation and food was
among best perforning sectors.

leased on the 29th
henceforth.

“The ISP represents an
important milestone in
strengthening India’s sta-
tistical system and improv-
ing the measurement of
the services sector, which
accounts for more than
half of the country’s eco-
nomic activity,” the Minis-
try of Statistics and Pro-

gramme Implementation
said in a release.

While the inaugural re-
lease does not provide a
composite growth rate for
the entire index, this
growth rate can be calcu-
lated using the sector-wise
growth rates and weightag-
es, said D.K. Srivastava,
chief policy advisor at EY
India.

“Considering the year-
on-year growth in April
2026 over that in April
2025, the 19-services sector
growth is at 20.8%,” Mr.
Srivastava said.

The base year of the trial
ISPs has been set as 2024-
25, and the index sources
its data from several areas,
including administrative
data, Goods and Services
Tax data, and the Annual
Survey of Incorporated
Services Sector Enterpris-
es (ASISSE) data.
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WPI inflation rises
t0 9.87% in June

Press Trust of India
NEW DELHI

Wholesale price inflation
rose to 9.87% in June, from
9.68% in May, led by a
sharp spike in prices of

non-food and food
products.
The latest wholesale

price index (WPI) inflation
data is based on the 2022-
23 base year.

As per the data, food in-
flation rose to 5.49% in
June, from 3.60% in May,
as food prices rose during

the month following a rain-
fall deficit due to the El Ni-
fio impact.

Non-food articles WPI
inflation was also higher at
11.07%, while in minerals it
was 9.45% in June.

“Mineral Oils (contain-
ing Petroleum Products),
Food Articles, Manufac-
ture of Basic Metals, and
Manufacture of Chemicals
and Chemical Products
have been major drivers of
WPI inflation in June
2026,” the Commerce and
Industry Ministry said.


https://gamma.app/?utm_source=made-with-gamma

HAgeaqoT T

U.S. hits Iran and Tehran retaliates
across West Asia; 3 tankers struck

The
maritime capabiliti

Associated Press
DUBAL

he US. launched
T strikes on Iran ear-
ly on Tuesday,

hours after President Do-
nald Trump vowed to rein-
state an American block-
ade of Iranian ports and
charge ships for safe pas-
sage through the Strait of
Hormuz. Iran responded
with attacks on West Asia
allies of the U.S.

The focus of the conflict
now is the Strait of Hor-
muz. Iran effectively shut
the passage during the war
by attacking and threaten-
ing ships. It sent the price
of oil, fertilizer and other
goods soaring at a time
when world leaders were

US. Central Command says it hit several areas in Iran, targeting ‘coastal defence systems, missile and drone sites and

Tehran responded with attacks on Bahrain, Jordan and three tankers that travelled through Hormuz

An explosion at Bandar Abbas Naval Base i Iran, as three Corsair
unmanned surface vessels fired by the U.S. military, hit the port. &2

already struggling to ad-
dress rising costs.

An interim deal signed
by the U.S. and Iran was
supposed to reopen the
waterway, but Iran has at-
tacked ships moving

through the strait on a
route overseen by the U.S.
military. The U.S. has now
threatened to reopen the
strait by force .

The U.S. military’s Cen-
tral Command said it

struck several areas in
Iran, targeting “coastal de-
fence systems, missile and
drone sites and maritime
capabilities.”

Heavy cost

“These strikes will conti-
nue imposing a heavy cost
on Iranian forces and de-
grade their ability to attack
innocent  civilians and
commercial shipping in
the Strait of Hormuz,” the
U.S. military said.

Iran responded with at-
tacks targeting Bahrain,
Jordan and three tankers
that travelled through the
strait.

Two of the ships were
associated with the UAE
and were set ablaze for a
time. The Emirati Defence

Ministry said the attack on
the tankers Mombasa and
Al Bahiyah killed one ma-
riner and wounded eight
others. The Emirates
threatened to retaliate.

Dutch  shipping firm
Stolt Tankers said that one
of its ships came under at-
tack. The attack on the
Stolt Magnesium off Oman
sparked a fire in the engine
room, but the company
said all the mariners were
safe.

Iran’s paramilitary Re-
volutionary Guard said the
Mombasa and Al Bahivah

through the strait that
passes near Oman outside
of its territorial waters.

Trump backs down over
20% levy on Hormuz ships

Agence France-Presse
WASHINGTON

US. President Donald
Trump said on Tuesday he
was scrapping a planned
levy on ships transiting the
Strait of Hormuz a day af-
ter he announced it, and
replacing the fee with
trade deals with Gulf allies.

Mr. Trump said his sud-
den decision to withdraw
the toll ~ which he im-
posed amid fresh clashes
with Iran over the vital wa-
terway — was “based on
highly productive conver-
sations with Middle East
leadership”.

“I have decided to re-
place the 20% United
States Reimbursement Fee
with Trade and Investment
Deals that the various Gulf
States will be making into
the United States” Mr.
Trump said on his Truth
Social network.

Donald Trump

Mr. Trump did not men-
tion any commitments by
Gulf states, saying “Invest-
ments will be MASSIVE
but, at the same time, ex-
traordinarily good for
them, and their future”.

The U.S. leader said he
would continue with a
“FULL Blockade” on ships
coming to and from Ira-
nian ports but only on
Ships coming to and from
Iranian ports, or carrying
anything have to do with
Iranian cargo.

Mr. Trump had declared
on Monday that Washing-
ton was now the “THE
GUARDIAN OF THE HOR-
MUZ STRAIT” and would
impose hefty fees on ship-
ping to reimburse the Unit-
ed States for protecting the
key conduit for oil and gas.

Shortly after Mr. Trump
made the 20% fee proposal
on Monday, the UN’s ship-
ping agency said it op-
posed fees on ships pass-
ing through maritime
waterways but added it
would await more details
of what Mr. Trump had in
mind.

Iran’s military com-
mand had insisted it would
not allow the United States
to “interfere” in the strait,
while also warning its Gulf
neighbours —~ who have
borne the brunt of its reta-
liatory attacks — against
cooperating with Washing-
ton.
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Cuba faces third nationwide
blackout in less than 10 days

Agence France-Presse
HAVANA

Cuba’s power grid failed
for the third time in less
than 10 days, sparking
another nationwide black-
out, the national electricity
company said on Tuesday.

The national power grid
completely went offline at
about 11.05 a.m., according
to the state-run UNE elec-
tricity company.

It was the third com-
plete blackout on the Ca-
ribbean island since early
July and the fifth since the
start of 2026. Authorities
did not immediately reveal
the cause.

Cuba is reeling from its
worst economic crisis in
decades — one made worse
by the fuel blockade im-
posed by U.S. President
Donald Trump in January
as part of a pressure cam-
paign aimed at ending six
decades of communist

UNE says the fuel
shortages have made
the national grid
more susceptible to
power outages

rule. In both of last week’s
blackouts, it took more
than 24 hours to restore
power across the island of
9.6 million people, a pro-
cess made slower and
more complex by fuel
shortages.

In the capital Havana,
power outages totalled
more than 30 hours at a
time, while in the outlying
provinces, it was several
days before electricity was
restored.

Residents in the worst
affected areas have vented
their frustrations by setting
piles on trash on fire or
banging on pots and pans.

UNE says the fuel shor-
tages have made the na-

tional grid more suscepti-
ble to outages, and made
the use of emergency gen-
erators all but impossible.

Relations between
Washington and Havana
have been tense since the
start of the year, especially
since U.S. forces snatched
Venezuelan leader Nicolas
Maduro from his home in
early January and brought
him to the U.S. to face fed-
eral charges. Mr. Maduro
had long been a staunch al-
ly of Cuba.

Washington has author-
ised the arrival of only one
Russian tanker which
came in March. Those re-
serves have since been
exhausted.

In addition to its oil
blockade, the Trump admi-
nistration has ramped up
sanctions against Cuban
state-owned businesses,
prompting many foreign
businesses to suspend op-
erations in the country.
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Outgoing UK.
PM Starmer
gets France’s
highest award

Agence France-Presse
PARIS

Britain’s outgoing Prime
Minister Keir Starmer has
been awarded France’s
highest honour, in recogni-
tion of his work on the se-
curity of Europe and

Ukraine.
President Emmanuel
Macron’s office said he pre-

sented Mr. Starmer with
the Legion d’honneur on
Monday in Paris, where he
was attending a summit of
Ukraine’s allies.

Mr. Starmer is due to
leave office within days of
losing the confidence of his
governing Labour party ov-
er a slew of domestic poli-
cy U-turns that hit his pop-
ularity. In contrast, he is
held in high regard by ma-
ny foreign leaders on is-
sues from Ukraine to forg-
ing closer European ties.
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Administrative lapses, shrinking civic
space put Nepal govt. under pressure

s the Balendra Shah administration marks 100 da

s in office, a driver’s de:

h following an altercation with police and flooding

at a holding

centre for landless people fuelled public anger; Shah remains silent on both issues while activists and Opposition allege suppression of dissent

NEWS ANALYSIS

sanjeev Satgainya
KATHMANDU

s Nepal's new go
A\vemment. led by
Balendra Shah, a

35-year-old former Mayor
of Kathmandu, completed
its first 100 days in office,
o incidents within 48
hours laid bare the widen
ing gap between its pro-
mises of reform and the
realities of governance.

On July 9, a ride-hailing
driver self-immolated fol-
lowing an altercation with
the city police over a park.

ing dispute. The 25-year-
old died the following day
while undergoing treat-
ment. A day later, a hold-
ing centre sheltering squat-
ters and landless people
after their eviction from
Kathmandu's  riversides
was inundated by mon-
s00n rains.

The incidents have
fuelled public anger
against the majority go-
vernment, with protests
flaring up in Kathmandu
and elsewhere. Critics say
they expose administrative
failures, poor planning and
an increasingly high-hand-
ed style of governance.

Lingering concerns
The Shah administration
now finds itself confront-
ing many of the same ques-
tions that dogged its prede-
cessor before last year's
Gen Z protests, which
swept Mr. Shah into office.

Low-profile: Nepal's Prime Minister Balendra Shah has made just one public address and delivered
only one speech in Parliament during hisfirst 100 days in office. e

Formed on March 27 af-
ter the Rastriya Swatantra
Party’s landslide victory in
the March 5 elections, the
government came to pow-
er promising reform, ac-
countability and good go-
vernance. But analysts say
it has failed to deliver on
those promises.

Anurag Acharya, a polit-
ical commentator, said the
administration is increas-
ingly mirroring the erst
while K.P. Sharma Oli go-
vernment, arguing that
Prime Minister Shah has
exhibited similar authori
tarian tendencies.

“This

's dis-

blic silence. Known for his
one-way  communication
style since his days as Kath-
mandu mayor - largely
through social media — he
has made just one public
address and delivered only
one speech in Parliament
d\lnng his first 100 days in

Mr. Shah has remained
silent on both issues that
have triggered public an-
ger-the death of the ride-
haling _driver and the
plight of evicted squatters.
On Tuesday, Opposition
lawmakers accused the go.
vernment of failing in its

country became a federal
republic — suggesting a
growing intolerance to-
wards criticism, dissent
and scrutiny.
‘What began as criticism
of the government’s han-
dling of two recent crises
has widened into concerns
over shrinking civic space,
with activists, Opposition
leaders and the media al-
leging intimidation and
suppression of dissent.

Shrinking civic space
On July 11, police arrested
youth a after they

called attention to the o

connect with the public is
stark,” Mr. Acharya said.
“While its performance on
all fronts b been diml,
targeting criti
mela 3nd
Early signs a

‘The criticism has been
amplified by Mr. Shah's pu-

t0 protect the vulnerable
and the excluded. Niscal
Rai, whip of the main Op-
position Nepali Congress,
referred to Prime Minister
Shah as “Shri 8"
sion to the honorific “S

5", once reserved for Ne-
pal's monarchs before the

vernment's
icied Tandless T
Mlld Al & e and
z jured
during he palice action
undergoing

IR.IIIIII.'I

in a Facebook post from
his hospital bed, he wrote:
“I have not been informed

about the reason for my ar-
rest so far, nor have I been
shown any arrest warrant.

There is no clarity about
the legal status of my arrest
either”

Amnesty International
has called for his imme-
diate and unconditional re-
lease.

“This arbitrary deten-
tion of activists simply for
expressing solidarity with
ims of forced eviction
has raised serious con-
cerns over violations of the
rights to freedom of ex-
pression, peaceful assemb-
Iy, liberty and security of

said Nirajan
Thapaliya, Director of Am-
nesty International Nep

"The m.]]oﬂl of me Mi
nisters in the current go-
wmmem came to power
on the back of Gen Z prot-
ests in September 2025.
They vehemently advocat-
ed for the right to protest
and freedom of expres-
sion, and against police re-
pression while pledging to
hold law enforcement ac-
countable for the crack-
down during the Septem:
ber rotests. It's
deplorable that within four
months of taking office,
the government is now for.
getting its commitment
and is using the same re-
pressive tactics as its pre
decessor to unlawfully tar-
gt young activists

Concerns over shrink-
ing civic space deepened
further on July 13 after un-
attended vehicles were left
outside the g f
leading medn houses in
Kathmandu. One of the

vehicles was parked out-
side the gates of Kantipur
Media Group, the coun-
try's largest media compa-
ny, blocking the entry and
exit of other vehicles. It
was later found to belong
to a member of the ruling
Rastriya Swatantra Party.

Parliamentarians  on
Tuesday took up the issue,
describing the incidents as
an atempt to silence
criticism

Ramesh Malla of the Ne-
pali Communist Party al
leged that such acts were
carried out by people
backed by the state.

“If those in positions of
power have understood
that they can govern by
creating an environment of
fear, they are L()mplclclv
wrong,” he said i
ment on Tues
who gave the mandate to
govern could launch a big
movement to take the
mandate back.”

Concerns over the go-
vernment's commitment
to democratic norms were
evident from the early
days. Yet, it continued to
get the benefit of the doubt
because the public, frus-
trated with years of misgo-
vernance and corruption,

For a government that
rode a wave of public anger
against the old pol
der and promised a deci-
sive break from it, the first
100 days have instead been
marked by allegations of
administrative  failures,
and a confrontational ap-
proach to criticism.
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