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05 T gl & HTed ot AIfEIdIT UUTTST A T dedellcdid ufdddel 3 g1 oivare!
(GST) SeTht 3= 3MTqfd, TolaTfaid TdT &7 JeTaT ob dlftich SdefuT (ASISSE) ol UTeaf 3i1e
fefciee Uemdfoich SeTad ol TehicheUT—d thed dTed- 3MeNfed oftfd folarfor &bl siremefelesr
dal g1 52t oA H, Tifeddh! Td drfchdl Brafeadel HATGT (MoSPI) gIeT 'ddl IdTcal
JAbich' (ISP) ToT g[aTaf afTed chi 3MTfeh faNTeTell UMt 3f Tab thifdehId! Fee 81 Ig Ted
BT YT I- 3T ddvdcd g, ol &l &7 3 3{cuchlicsep ITfdfaferd 3{ie IcTeol 3 glol dTes
FCIdl Wl ¢ el b vt FAUd &l
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[SP &1 dd-1h! WHad: dfYd A BT TERI

ISP ST 3822 3HTelTe af 2024-25 & AT9el 3TATfees dar &4 gIeT IdIfed ‘AT (Volume) 3 €T dTedfddh deeTdl ol 3iTdhedel dheell gl §eldb folatfur &l yaje
faerean &

CIRCREIBE? de-Id! gaTedR Iifd G|

SART BIIYUTSITG Yhadeh OECD (2007) (TAC) Tg eI 3flenfoes avffareor (NIC), 2025 U2
i falgaATaest 3ie ggece (Eurostat) i 2025 3 BT TAC-ISP & T AR 3{TEMed €, oIl ST bl ACSTahdT 3ile ideersgia

HdcaT 3{deeTsgid werrsi e simefed gl T Sl SBTETITS] SR TS e 2| qoollcdhdl dfalfdd dhedl gl
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';j{c'é«l SRS EAREG (Price Deflator) Pl

AT &7 & UTeIfAh STT 3(chele ‘Hed (SNHATA) & U & Tebl fobdT SITdT g, T chiddl ol UaTd eMfdics gidl gl dredidd HTAT bl ATUal b [T ISP 3 Th
Sied 3rqehifd d o1 ITAWT fadT ATar &

YIh ATIR YHI TaT &

&lch I Gcbidh (WPI) BT 3T 3-8 fafelse arerar ufdfaifel 3usfichT e Jalich (CPI) bl IUAIT|

CPI-TTHAT BT 3T GIgl ohs fafelte Fadhich JUcsee] ofgl &, dal 'CPI-AdT3il' ol IudWT fsar
ATaT Bl
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Scl gha-: g gikegsid Aled

ISP TTeIfdteh &defull & §1el & Tad gC U glsfels di1ee ol UVl dhedl &:

1 GST Scl 2 RIS /fgdiad scl 3 ASISSE (2026)
eleh [ Eeel oIIUTE, GeidIe, 3Tes diufd, o3, gdTs Ufeagsl, afdsat 3ie effem oid TareR 3iie ferer (foeft &) & fog, o
oIl YIenfoehl, Gelae Ade, Aeiidutel 3ie 3rcafeles fafaafad 841 & fSTl 3iTeNfareh afTe foterfeut g 3imeie Uerel hedm

ufdagel daeft dgraes Jfafafeal o fSe gl


https://gamma.app/?utm_source=made-with-gamma

AT Havel 3R JA

ISP AT &7 & BITHIT 60% feed bl e Hedl gl

CIRER TE=A: U 2026 1 U0 RUE

Sddl Arduifolch el al, 2&fl, SZhIe gel UeTal chi ullal dlest &ared/feler, ToJH UTefu] Uchlelel of &dT & i o1deh Jfdeftcsdr uefeld oht &

3T, AL AT, e Ie-aToiTe/ 3fefudnied Ifafafeat enfde gl 813 & - -

DT BT & AT & AT ST TIET & BT AT FABID »  ABTEID HETIet: 19 I0-81A1 A & 14 o I-Ge-qel lge 3fepl ot qfes ot
Y] b 3felches olel &l il

o efifugefe: simarer va ailutel (37.2%), Tl oAUTE (30.8%), Uermdfoich
Td AGTIdT ATt (28.7%), 31T 3T Tt (27.7%)

- gelifaai: a1y ufdaget (-13.9%) 30T 2 Ufedgel (-0.4%) & STbIelTh
qfes St ITE, Gl gof 871 i 3cTchlicsb 3HfERredr bl gelfdt gl
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[SP T J0MIfde Agc: 3T ool BT MThd

3Mffes AT BRIGASES) ifeTh g quidT

13T ol HAhes Ao dfeld (GVA) & TNTETel 31Ue5-5el 2026-27 & AT foidid 103.41 HIENTh IcTGel Sadhich (IIP) dhacs

52.9% (2024-25) g1 dd ©: auf A gdat fafesaet 3ARD! gide 28Tl 2047 ddb Af¥dH 3enforep Jrfafafel ol ATIdT oT; ISP 38 At

3ITIT 4 Thelg SIoTINe Ffoid fhe gl T3 3 10% f&Ziaret ol &8 UItd oheal & 1 Gg e &dT & & '3cUchIicseh Sellell ol
fo5T ISP Teh SAfddlers ¢ & Jehgal 3 derd gl

Fepy: Hfas ot I8

ISP YA ATE bl 29 ATEIE bl TTet fohdT ATEIT Hd-uid SfchITd 3U- 87l i feedT 3iie hadal ufduerd givft, affasa &f Teh datl ddifchd dar 3clgal
Jadhic Yedd fadT ATEI g Fddhich of dhdes Hfefds folIrelsft bl Fuaqd o, dfcds fadhfald sifed & Hared ol fden & ofifdard ufafdharsit ol sifda

qred-3menfed 3iie Actd Fae|
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ST UH

USST: "&dT IcTGal Jaddbich (ISP) b diaf & falgsifesfad defel e faare Hifdu:

1. ISP o1 A& 3528 &l &4 A HcUchlfcsch INATAferd] ot 12T A lol die dcealdl ol ¢ab dheoll gl

2. S Gebcsol g 3MMETS I 2011-12 ST IULWT fasdT ITAT 8, TiT 3MeNfIeh IcTcel Padhich (1IP) Wb AT HIdioTed i fAd dhedl gl

3. B ATdfold Yelarel, 2eil 312 IIe-aToire ITfafaferil o enfde sig! fasar IR 8|

4. SIS eToTed 3fichg! & arediddd 3cTGel Ul & Beidl &fldh Hed gddhich (WPI) 3iTe 3Uafichl e gaddhich (CPI) & fdfelest wul bl U9l fasar SiTdT &l

3Ufch el 3 & Dlol-d Hel &7
(A) (B)
Has 13T 2 Has1,33{lT4
(C) (D)
Has 2,334 1,2,33(T4

@ wsea 1. FaTfad it ot uftenfud oe 3iic s forelfeah! ol ST doc| d Dol & DI ¢ uil 8iTed I 3Tl Feifad viigidt ured oeal & 2l 28 &2 (2020)
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&id: PIB
9 T3TE 2026 1 dcsdol o AN diere aiTed- 3iTee T diftfeb felsTe dddesal b GIelel, Gloil Gell of '3dled UTaIU] AV HSid b dgd Yeleioldh

gaell (Administrative Arrangement) 1 3ifddl &U ST g 8fTed & Tawd SHulf odedl 301 Siefdbifcss AU 2eiol geall & fT Tab Cfdgifeios Hices bl
TR 2l

YRS [T GRHTI] EaIT: TR b SHaIT b Hed

g el foich ST IS UZATU] Hulf Tulell (AEA) i folaTeTeft & I 3 3iiec 3T & 8iTed ol artioblfcseh ILloldd foafd o ofHf Uered dhedt &l

U YR
3ifecfesar fay o o> Yfardd aiee bl Th-Tdagrs & 3ifadh feed 2ad 8l
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TR HaRIT: Ufehdl, 31UTa 3R NSG
gHd

GLfATH i Tg Ll fAd IUSEEA 3iTed &b dufl & ded YA SHull bidchal & fo5C Teb Eefeld gelel 3TYfd 3MTeTe UeTel chevfl|

gfehar 3R 3raTe gl &1 gadA
3iTecfosare fifa & dgd, gefeiddt ol foaidfd dac 3ot Geil ol fabar S AL U 3iTeeiovdl of "UeHIY] 3Yfdchdl &g (NSG) & aed ohi
GITdT g Tt &Tel 3BT ‘3o YLHIU] &I HTeidT gl 3Ted bl TGl & ST 3ual fodde Harefo ot aff gfee il

3MMYfdl bl GTel arest Faft UTarTu] AT STECET o FeuTa
(safeguards) o 3feffat 2gfl|

0 TRHTY 3MYfdebd! Jqg (TTTH)

U] 3T cichdl Sdg 48 Gell bl Teh alcdh g &, Uil U ATt ob foidid bl foldifad cheds Ueau] gfelarel & UeiTe i eichdl gl Seidh]
TITYCT 1974 & 3{Td b Uged UeHTU] YSiefuT o TTdTd & ohi I8 off, 3iie gefohT STt Afdresd/Hearesd fadeT, iifégar A feid gl
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YR BT GHT] SHoll GRERT

3Ted 3ol foldol-chld ol Hull Ufdddel o 5T UgHTU] FHulf i Teb HfodTd Tciaf JATolal gl

o fRufd CESIERITE]

31Ted dddiTel & 8.78 Ifi9TTdTe (GW) hi pes 8000 AJTATE ot &ch &fddl dled 10 fATaee
TEATOG ITdT & Tl TTd T8l Ue 24 forafomefist € sife 10 3rfafesh el & faT
Y] Hulf [STaree! ohl EdTeol ohe 28l &l UfeaToTell-gd hrfchesTd Tes T8 8l

0 BRe sitey Ruaex (FBR)

NTFR bR

Soldi cIfdd Tt UTefl fEaee (PHWR),
Faeeiefiss v fRaee (BWR) 3T BTgc diee
fREaee (LWR) enfdias gl

8{Ted Whcifoidel ob opeles IULIIT & fe5C FBR U &Tol dhigd dhe &l 81 6 U 2026 ol chesUadhdl 3 500 FITare & Ylclelsy Whiee sitee fetaee
(PFBR) o Uge3t fehfedhfeset UTed ohil g 8iTed b ciiol-TeUT USAU] ShIdichdl b geie Ieul ohi 2[&3MTd &, Uil &1f3dd 8iEle o IUIal ohi faarm & oics ol

T 2l
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IRTH ITANT, SMR 3R 2ifd SAFTH' 2025

IR IUINT ifd AT 2005

8iTed bl ciecpIfeseh euTalfd dhees, dfdesalrg, 3iigl Teer 3ile siifsen ol deta feeiae 2025 3 3rfelfstafdd #Ted & TUTALUT & ST sTfetehia Hotf o

o 1 UTC oiTel de> UIe 2Nfedd 8iSe ol 39T heoll 8l eeuity gigat 3iie sifataelet fagaas, 2025 (2rifa sifelfaiad)’ of ggauy &a |
w ﬁ foroft amofierdt o1 gre we fRaT &l

T HISHCIY (SMR) - fasht iz &t sffatest: g sifelfoiad siredta foiuft doufaal 3ie Sigeh Jerdl

ST TuIc 2025-26 F Taeft SMR & 3refgieNsT 32 fadrar & f3T 20,000 DI eATY] FHuif izt & fatatfon, ganfeia 3ite areser & amvfiardt &t

Helg SUY 3HTdfed AT IT &l oIl 58T 2033 db bl & B U SMR 3rclaTfd ST gl

B TS BT o fAdersl &1 fAYTA: Gfafdd didfaiicsas Iefotad 3myfd sacud 3iie

faaerahl ol JHAT U Ufediudoll dhldfeddel & BT 3Tdedds fAUTd Uerel
edi gl
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YRd o T I8 gaelial &1
Hgaqul g?

(of
Soll YR&T
GeITU] Su1f Teb afIddic deiele 3dical &, Wil &Ie 3 Udel Hulf o Ufdddefla
3dTGol &bl fZRredT UeTel dedT &l

G5 SHoll 3R AR

81Ted ol 58T 2070 Ao 2e-2[cd (Net-Zero) Icdiufel g1 YLV FHulf Dides U
fotafedT o1 ohal cheel 3 JeMT Td fafoices arefedaeeil ot dadt Hull AT bl JLI
ol & [T Teb faye iy folgai-ahrelel T gl

T fayr

gL ftddl ot Y heal bl 3iTecicsdT ol AUl affed & AuTgd AT HUTE fdchig
3{Te fodAGTe 3TN UL 3o7ab 1 A%t oI gerfdr gl
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URIHD T&M g 31T Uy

" d- TSI 2mAfas TaRIT & daof H, fAFfSfad werel ue fdar Fifae:
1. TE ST 8{Ted bl 3iTeeiordr & 2aNfegd &b diefepifesas 3mard bl 3fofdfd adr gl

2. Tg ozl oA d dhedt & fdb 3iTed ol 3TYfd bl TiTal dlcst YLATU] AT dhacs 3 35231 &b fo5T IUTIIT ohi HATef|
3. B FITSIId b dgd 3TYfd ot uiTal aTest daft UeaTu] ATeTaft 3ideersaid UeaTu] SHoif Tl & gearm 3urdn & 3reftef 2ot

UL h A & BloT-& e del 87
(a) o132
(b) @2 3ies
(c) Pas13ies

(d) v23Mes



https://gamma.app/?utm_source=made-with-gamma

TR WRIET (Mains) Bq 3 Y

&I Hull dchdTUT (Clean Energy Transition) & g @1 UTtd dhedl i aTed b YU Hulf hifchdl ohl affdichl ol faea>wuT HIfATI &1el &, Traf HIfAT fds
gIfcydT 'aiTed- 3iTec 3T Veldfoich oZaeT 3ite ‘efifd 3ifaifoladt 2025' 8iTed ol ULIU] HEThial3il i fobdl Uehle dee hed &2

Qsg HIHT 3ih

250 2l[eg 15 3ich
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Iran threatens ‘to halt all regional oil exports’

0il and gas ‘will either be for everyone or for no
one’, says Iran amid ‘wave of strikes’ by the U.S.

Agence France-Presse
TEHRAN/WASHINGTON

ewrning to war
nearly a month af-
ter signing a mem-

orandum of understanding
towards peace in West
Asia, the U.S. and Iran on
Wednesday launched
strikes on targets across
the region.

While the U.S. Central
Command said it launched
“a wave of strikes... de-
signed to further degrade
military capabilities Ira-
nian forces have used to at-
tack commercial shipping
in the Strait of Hormuz",
Iranian state media report-
ed explosions near the

. Irani
said new U.S. strikes hit the

southern port city of Bush-
ehr, home to the country’s
only civilian nuclear plant.

Iran’s  Revolutionary
Guards said they targeted
the U.S. Fifth Fleet in Bah-
rain, where the military
said it ha ercepted at-
tacks against civilian tar-
gets, while Jordan's armed
forces said they had
downed three missiles
from Tehran. Deputy Fo-
reign Minister of the Islam-
ic Republic, Kazem Ghari-
babadi, said the renewed
U.S. blockade on Iranian
ports “has, in a way, dis-
mantled the Islamabad
memorandum”, referring
to the interim deal reached
last month to halt hostili-
ties and pursue peace
talks. The Guards also
threatened on Wednesday
to halt all energy exports
from West Asia over the

Blockade by U.S. has ‘dismantled’ the peace MoU,
says Tehran; Brent crude price nears $85 a barrel

Pricier trajectory

Crude oil prices climbed higher as the U.S. and
attack i

84.61 T4
rude oil shows daily
POl Brent crude
CYIIl oil prices
highest level
inoimosta

U.S. blockade. “The export
of oil and gas from the re-
gion will be either for eve-
ryone or for no one” it
said.

The Brent crude oil, the
international standard,
traded close to $85 a harrel
on Wednesday more
than 15% higher than the

about energy flows

Jan. 02, 2026 July 15,2026

price before the war, but
still well below the nearly
$120 reached at the height
of the conflict. Analysts
with the International Mo-
netary Fund (IMF) have
warned that while a sur-
plus of oil had kept prices
low, “much of that room
has now been used up.”

“As tensions flare again
in the Strait of Hormuz,
that room [from oil sur-
plus] is now smaller and
shrinking further as spare
capacity has been de-
ployed, demand has com-
pressed, and inventories
have been drawn down.”
Azim Sadikov and Jean-
Marc Natal from the IMF
wrote in a blog post. “Un-
less inventories are replen-
ished, the world will start
from a weaker position
when the next shock
comes.”

At the heart of the re-
sumption of hostilities has
been the dispute over the
Strait of Hormuz, a water-
way that is crucial for glo-
bal oil and gas flows.

Iran blockaded the strait
after the U.S. and lsrael
launched their massive at-
tack on February 28, using

it for leverage against its
foes for months before
briefly reopening it, and
then again vowing it would
be closed “until the US.
ends its aggression”.

The US., in turn, has
reimposed its own block-
ade of Iran’s ports, though
Mr. Trump has backed
down on a planned 20% le-
vy on ships using the strait.

In Tehran, there was no
sign of a return to conflict,
with Iranians thronging
cafes to watch the France-
Spain FIFA World Cup se-
mi-final in huge crowds on
Tuesday night.

Since the war began,
Iran has asserted its con-
trol over the Strait of Hor-
muz and opened fire on
ships for taking routes it
says are unauthorised.

“The retaliatory opera-
tions of the fighters will

Unless stocks are replenished, the world will be
poorly equipped for the next shock, analysts say

continue, and the Strait of
Hormuz will remain closed
until the United States
ends its acts of aggression,”
the Guards have said.

A Norwegian tanker was
hit by an explosion caused
by an unidentified device
off the Omani coast early
Tuesday, the crisis res-
ponse company MTI Net-
work said.

Kuwait said one of its na-
val vessels was struck dur-
ing an Iranian missile and
drone barrage, wounding
four crew members,

Since last week, re-
newed U.S. attacks have
killed at least 30 people in
Iran, government spokes-
person Fatemeh Mohajera-
ni said. Separately, the mil-
itary announced that seven
of its personnel were killed
in Wednesday's strikes on
the southeast.

Trump threatens to hit Iran power
plants, bridges next week if no dea

W

re going to knock |

all their power plant

negotiate; says US. President, adding that strikes will continue;

Agence France-Presse
WASHINGTON

resident  Donald
PTrump said on
Tuesday he would

expand U.S. strikes on Iran
next week to target power
plants and bridges if Teh-
ran does not make a deal.

“Next week it gets really
bad for them because next
week comes the power
plants. Next week comes
the bridges,” Mr. Trump
said in an interview with
Fox News.

“We’re going to knock
out all their power plants.
We’re going to knock out
all their bridges unless

they get to the table and
negotiate.” Mr. Trump’s
comments came as U.S.
forces carried out strikes
against Iran for a fourth
day in a row and reim-
posed a naval blockade on
the country’s ports.

A fragile June 17 cease-
fire between the two sides
has effectively collapsed,
with the focus on control
of the crucial Strait of
Hormuz.

Asked how long the U.S.
strikes would carry on, Mr.
Trump replied: “They’ll
continue until I say it’s
enough.”

Meanwhile, Iran’s Islam-
ic Revolutionary Guard

e going to knock «

Energy targets: The reactor building of the nuclear power plant,
just outside the southern city of Bushehr in Iran. Ap

Corps threatened to close
“all other export corridors
that benefit the U.S. and its
allies”, Iranian media re-

ported. “Regional energy
exports are either shared
by all, or denied to all,” the
IRGC said in a statement

Il their bridges unless they get to the table and
S. says Iran had attacked seven ships over the past week

carried by Iran’s IRNA state
news agency on
Wednesday.

A senior Houthi official
warned on Monday that
the group was prepared to
close the Bab el-Mandeb
Strait — a move he said
could send oil prices soar-
ing to $200 a barrel - if
Saudi Arabia continued to
attack Yemen, according to
areport on Iran’s Press TV
website.

The United States said
Iran had attacked seven
commercial ships over the
past week, leading to near-
ly a dozen crew members
being killed, missing or in-
jured.

YouTube Homework
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o STHRFT P T GAAT HT FH ISt STARIEAT I FATIOAT
#HoT & 110 I Unified Combatant Commands (UVCCs)
F faenfela & 33 7 Geographic Commands 377 4
Functional Commands STIfHeT F)

Geographic Combatant Commands (7)
V.S. Africa Command (AFRICOM)

8 T ITHFT (AT #r DIsH?)

V.S. Central Command (CENTCOM)

It &y
V.S. European Command (EVCOM)

. O TR, T HT AAfAFIeT ufH §F
V.S. Indo-Pacific Command (INDOPACOM)

. O RE AFRIRR 3Tk TN FEEARR
V.S. Northern Command (NORTHCOM)

. ST IARFT, FHeATST, HIFADT IR I SFARET

IRET
V.S. Southern Command (SOUTHCOM)

V.S. Space Command (SPACECOM)
« & ARG (Space Operations)

Functional Combatant Commands (4)
V.S. Strategic Command (STRATCOM)

o AT 9fARrer (Nuclear Deterrence), TRTTSeT 28T,

HIdh
V.S. Special Operations Command (SOCOM)

o faeIy o7 (Special Forces), 3Tidaarg favreft
AT

U.S. Transportation Command (TRANSCOM)

. et a7l Ay et T df8E uRageT
V.S. Cyber Command (CYBERCOM)

+ IR G SR AR G

Fact

T Combatant Commands =
Geographic Commands = 7
Functional Commands = 4

INDOPACOM $TIZT 3117 =it I ofs Jurefifaer ##el! &

HIRUT T FHEeaqul Ha1sT & I v &

- CENTCOM 72 U 31T Fott Jgim & Fesf & AT
Hgaqof &1

- SPACECOM 3iaRer # T AfAAT T Hellored T &,

s1qf3 CYBERCOM 3TSSR T 3717 TTSaR T T

aifAca F3rerar &)
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India-UK.
social security
pact is not
retrospective

Sriram Lakshman
LONDON

The India-UK. Double
Contributions Convention
(DCC), allowing temporary
Indian and British workers
an exemption from paying
social security contribu-
tions in their host coun-
tries for 60 months, is not
retrospective, i.e., it will
not apply to Indians alrea-
dy working in the U.K. and
Britons working in India
before July 15. The DCC
came into effect on Wed-
nesday. Normally, tempor-
ary foreign workers are ex-
empt from UK. social
security contributions -
National Insurance (NI) -
for the first 12 months.

FULL REPORT ON
» PAGE 14

adq

India-U.K. social security
pact is not retrospective

Sriram Lakshman
LONDON

The India-U.K. Double
Contributions Convention
(DCC), allowing temporary
Indian and British workers
an exemption from paying
social security contribu-
tions in their host coun-
tries for 60 months, is not
retrospective, i.e., it will
not apply to Indians alrea-
dy working in the U.K. and
Britons working in India
before July 15.

The DCC came into ef-
fect on Wednesday along-
side the India-U.K. Com-
prehensive Economic and
Trade Agreement (CETA).
Normally, temporary fo-
reign workers — called “de-
tached workers” in the
UK. — are exempt from
U.K. social security contri-

Double Contributions
Convention applies
only to emplovees
arriving in UK. on

or after Wednesday

butions known as National
Insurance (NI) for the first
12 months. The India-U.K.
DCC has increased this ex-
emption from 12 to 60
months for detached
workers.

However, guidance is-
sued by the UK. clarifies
that individuals already
working in the U.K. imme-
diately before Wednesday
are not considered “de-
tached workers” under the
DCC and are hence subject
to U.K. law on social secur-
ity contributions.

National Insurance con-

tribution is paid by both
the employee and em-
ployer, normally. The em-
ployee could pay up to 8%
of gross salary generally
and the employer up to
15% of gross salary as NI
contributions.

The DCC applies only to
employees arriving in the
U.K. on or after Wednesday
and who are not expected
to remain in the UK. for
more than 60 months.

His Majesty’s Revenue
and Customs (HMRC) adds
that in these cases those
seeking an exemption
should get a “certificate of
coverage” from India’s Em-
ployees’ Provident Fund
Organisation (EPFO) as evi-
dence that they are making
social security contribu-
tions in India and are ex-
empt from U.K. NIC.

YouTube Homework

v' India-UK CETA
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The reported data leak comes amid construction of four VVER

reactors at the plant. FILE PHOTO

Leak of Kudankulam
nuclear plant data
sparks ‘commotion’

P. Sudhakar
TIRUNELVELI

The leak of highly sensitive
files of Kudankulam Nu-
clear Power Plant
(KKNPP), reportedly ac-
cessed by a ransomware
group from a contractor’s
server, has triggered “ab-
solute commotion™ in the
plant, KKNPP sources said
on Wednesday.

After  commissioning
two 1,000 Mwe VVER reac-
tors, KKNPP is building
four more such units with
Russian collaboration.

Sources said the top
brass of the upcoming nu-
clear park is “completely
clueless” about the deve-
lopment that poses securi-
ty threat as it may let an ad-
versary map the support
system and identify
vulnerabilities.

According to Reuters,
more than 19,000 files dat-
ing between 2016 and
mid-2025, and linked to
KKNPP’s engineering blue-
prints on control, cooling
and ventilation systems,
list of vendors and sup-
pliers, etc. had been ac-
cessed by World Leaks.

Nuclear Power Corpora-
tion of India Limited said
the information claimed to
be available in public do-
main pertains to “conven-
tional balance of plant
common service facilities”
and does not relate to any
nuclear safety or nuclear

security-related systems.
The leak originated
from a server hosted by
third party provider Yotta.
The plant’s contractor,
Anil Ambani’s Reliance
Group, has admitted that a
“partial breach” had hap-
pened and the government
had been informed.
“Suspicious activity on
Yotta’s server was noted on
May 29 last and it was re-
ported in June-end. Investi-
gations by Nuclear Power
Corporation of India Limit-
ed (NPCIL), the project
proponent, and Computer

Emergency Response
Team are on,” the sources
said.

id.
When the KKNPP en-
countered a similar inci-
dent in 2019, wherein a
North Korean malware in-
fection on its administra-
tive network exposed the
plant’s vulnerability,
NPCIL had dismissed it say-
ing their “unbreachable
standalone network” was
intact and no data could be
accessed by any dark web.

Neither KKNPP's site di-
rector Ashok Bhatiya nor
V.P. Sunil, Station Director
(L and 2), could be reached
for their comments on this
sensitive issue.

Senior manager of hu-
man resources and public
relations Kannan, who
usually keeps in touch with
the media for occasional
press statements, also did
not pick up repeated calls.

YouTube Howmeworlk

v’ India’s Nuclear Policy
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Tarapur Atomic Power Station (TAPS)
Rajasthan Atomic Power Station (RAPS)
Madras Atomic Power Station (MAPS)
Narora Atomic Power Station (NAPS)

Kakrapar Atomic Power Station (KAPS)
Kaiga Generating Station

Kudankulam Nuclear Power Plant (KKNPP)
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Assam Rifles camp attacked, vehicles torched in Manipur

The Hindu Bureau
GUWAHATI

A mob threw stones, van-
dalised an Assam Rifles
camp and damaged four
vehicles of the security
forces in Senapati town of
Manipur around 9.30 p.m.
on Tuesday.

The attack occurred af-
ter the paramilitary forces
launched an area domina-
tion patrol and search op-
eration based on “credible
intelligence inputs” regard-
ing the presence of armed
cadres in Makuilongdi,
about 2 km west of a desig-
nated camp of the NSCN (I-
M) at Oklong.

The NSCN (I-M) refers to
the Isak-Muivah faction of
the National Socialist
Council of Nagaland. The
outfit prefers to call itself
the National Socialist
Council of Nagalim.

“The intelligence re-
ports and social media
posts indicated the pre-

.‘/' < o

Tensions boil over: Charred remains of a vehicle following a mob

P e S ol

attack in Senapati district of Manipur on Wednesday. PTl

sence of armed cadres
moving outside designated
camps, carrying weapons
and wearing uniforms, in
violation of established
Ceasefire Ground Rules,”
the Defence spokesperson
said on Wednesday.

The Ceasefire Monitor-
ing Group, which ob-
serves, verifies, and re-
ports on compliance with

agreed pauses in fighting,
was formally informed re-
garding the reported viola-
tions, highlighting the se-
curity concerns, he said.

Entry stand-off

“During the course of the
operation, residents, in-
cluding women, obstruct-
ed the Assam Rifles co-
lumns approaching

Makuilongdi and Oklong
villages. The columns exer-
cised maximum restraint
and communicated with
the local representatives,
adding that the operations
were aimed solely at ensur-
ing security and maintain-
ing peace in the area, and
that the columns would
not enter any village with-
out the consent of the
authorities,” the spokes-
person said.

As tensions escalated, a
large crowd gathered in Se-
napati town around 9 p.m.
and prepared to march to-
wards the Assam Rifles at
Naga Taphou in the dis-
trict. “Despite the withdra-
wal of the columns, a large
mob reached the camp
around 9.30 p.m., hurled
stones, damaging property
and attempting acts of ar-
son,” the spokesperson
said.

“The mob vandalised
and damaged Assam Rifles
vehicles. A light vehicle

was set ablaze, while two
trucks were overturned
and damaged. A car of a ci-
vilian was also burnt dur-
ing the violence,” an As-
sam Rifles official said.

Situation under control
Minimum force was ap-
plied to disperse the vio-
lent crowd in coordination
with the Manipur Police
and the Central Reserve
Police Force, he added.

The situation in Senapa-
ti was under control, a dis-
trict official said.

“Neither the local peo-
ple nor the security per-
sonnel sustained any inju-
ries,” he said.

On July 6, unidentified
gunmen ambushed an As-
sam Rifles patrol in Ukhrul
district, killing two person-
nel and injuring several
others. Ukhrul, adjoining
Senapati, is considered the
political heartland of the
NSCN (I-M), which is in cea-
sefire mode since 1997.


https://gamma.app/?utm_source=made-with-gamma

adq

(N

BSF initiates technical study
to fence marshy Sundarbans

The Armed police force has been tasked to carry out the study to fence the challenging terrain

along the land border with Bangladesh; exercise vital for national security, BSF chief tells locals

Vijaita Singh
NEW DELHI

n a first, the Union
lHome Ministry is set

to fence about 90 kilo-
metres of the Sundarbans
along the India-Bangladesh
border in West Bengal, a
challenging terrain charac-
terised by mangrove for-
ests, tidal swamps, em-
bankments, and numerous
creeks.

The Border Security
Force (BSF), which is de-
ployed along the Bangla-
desh border, has initiated a
feasibility and technical
study to erect the fence
along the land border with
Bangladesh, a senior go-
vernment official told The
Hindu.

At present, there are no
barriers on the ground and
the BSF has deployed
Floating Border Outposts,
or FBOPs, in the riverine
areas to secure the border.
Plans are afoot to augment
marine patrolling, the offi-
cial said.

Praveen Kumar, Direc-
tor-General, BSF, had visit-
ed the Sundarbans from Ju-
ly 11 to 14 and reviewed the
progress of the fencing
work. “No fencing work
has ever been done in the
Sundarbans till now. The
locals have been coun-

selled that fencing is a re-
quirement and that it is vi-
tal for national security.
The joint inspection by the
BSF and Department of Ir-
rigation will start soon,”
said the official.

Protected area
As part of a public out-
reach, the BSF D-G met
with local people and go-
vernment officials in the
area, a BSF statement said.
Almost 71 km of the bor-
der is contiguous with the
Sundarbans Wildlife Sanc-
tuary where no construc-
tion work is allowed as it is
a protected area, the offi-
cial said. “The three-day
security review led by the
D-G focused on time-

BSF Director-General Praveen Kumar interacts with local people in the Sunda

bound completion of
fence-related work. The
need for more searchlights
and surveillance cameras
to aid marine domination
was discussed,” said the
official.

Another official said that
people were concerned
about their land being ac-
quired for construction of
the fence, adding that the
project gathered pace after
the change of government
in West Bengal.

“The previous govern-
ment did not allow any
joint survey of the land in
the Sundarbans. Many pe-
ople fear that they will lose
their land and homes. Sev-
eral mid-scale hotels and
lodges which operate in

A 3
rbans. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT
the area also raised con-
cern as they might be
asked to shift. They have
been assured that the go-
vernment will compensate
and rehabilitate them,”
said the official.

After the August 2024
ouster of the Sheikh Hasina
government in neighbour-
ing Bangladesh, the BSF
enhanced patrolling and
deployment along the bor-
der to prevent infiltration
and other crimes.

“Though the Sundar-
bans is not a preferred
route for infiltrators, it is
used for trans-border
crimes. After August 2024,
additional security mea-
sures were taken up here,”
said the official.
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Congress asks Centre
to clarify on US. Bill
seeking 100% tariffs

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Congress on Wednes-
day asked Commerce and
Industry Minister Piyush
Goyal to clarify the
Centre’s position after a bi-
partisan group of United
States Senators introduced
a Bill proposing 100% ta-
riffs on imports from India
and four other countries
for continuing to purchase
Russian oil.

The proposed legisla-
tion, initiated by Republi-
can Senator late Lindsey
Graham, seeks to impose
punitive tariffs on India,
China, Slovakia, Hungary
and Azerbaijan.

European exemption

It exempts 15 European na-
tions that continue to im-
port Russian gas, arguing
that such imports account
for only a small share of
their energy needs and
that they are reducing their
dependence on Moscow.

Congress media and pu-
blicity department chair-
man Pawan Khera ques-
tioned the Union
government’s response to
the new development, and
said Mr. Goyal should ex-
plain its implications for
India.

“These are not House
Democrats. These are Re-
publican Senators, backed
by President Donald
Trump, demanding 100%
tariffs on India and four
other countries for buying
Russian oil,” Mr. Khera said
in a post on X.

He added that India was
being “humiliated” by the
threat of punitive tariffs for
pursuing  its  energy
interests.

If enacted, the legisla-
tion would mark the first
instance of the U.S. Con-
gress explicitly authorising
tariffs as a geopolitical in-
strument to penalise coun-
tries accused of allegedly
financing another nation’s
war efforts.

YouTube Howmeworlk

v US Trade Act 1974
v Section 30!
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C-section complications row:
kin of five Rajasthan women

appeal to President for help

Press Trust of India
KOTA

The families of five women
admitted to the New Medi-
cal College Hospital
(NMCH), Kota, have writ-
ten to the President of In-
dia seeking permission for
euthanasia if they do not
receive a kidney tran-
splant. They sent a memo-
randum to Droupadi Mur-
mu with the demand after
the five refused dialysis
and insisted on a kidney
transplant or death.

The development
comes after the five wo-
men underwent 32 rounds
of dialysis in the past 68
days and continue to battle
kidney infection suffered
after  their  C-section
delivery.

NMCH Principal Dr. Ni-
lesh Jain said on Wednes-
day that the five new moth-
ers with kidney
complications were fully
stable and fit to be dis-
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Silent plight: One of the five women undergoing treatment at the
New Medical College Hospital in Kota, Rajasthan, on Wednesday. PTl

charged. He said that the
women were fit to go home
and can receive dialysis on
an outpatient basis.

Dr. Jain said if the pa-
tients refused dialysis, tox-
ic waste would accumulate
in the body, leading to sev-
ere health complications.

On transplants, the Prin-
cipal said that a patient
must be observed for three
to six months for acute re-
nal failure before being ca-
tegorised as end-stage re-
nal disease.

Mohan Lal, whose wife
is undergoing treatment
since May, said: “We can-
not watch them suffer any-
more. If they do not give us
a written assurance for kid-
ney transplants within 48
hours, we will stop bring-
ing them for dialysis and
let them die. We are living
like walking corpses.”

The Rajasthan govern-
ment has ordered a probe
into the post-delivery com-
plications at Kota
hospitals.

YouTube Howmeworlk

v NFHS-6
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NDA renews push to muster
numbers for delimitation Bill

Both the ruling alliance and Opposition INDIA bloc are firming up strategies ahead of the Monsoon Session of Parliament;

NDA banks on splits in Trinamool, Sena, realignment in TN; Congress's parliamentary group is scheduled to meet today

Sandeep Phukan
NEW DELHI/MUMBAI

ith the Mon-
w soon Session of
Parliament be-

ginning on July 20, the rul-
ing National Democratic
Alliance and the Opposi-
tion Indian National Deve-
lopmental, Inclusive Al
liance are firming up
strategies with regard to
the Constitution (131st
Amendment) Bill, which
proposes to raise the num-
ber of Lok Sabha seats to
850 and initiate the delimi-
tation process.

The issue acquired a
sense of urgency on Wed-
nesday as Maharashtra De-
puty Chief Minister and
Shiv Sena leader Eknath
Shinde met Union Home
Minister Amit Shah in New
Delhi, while leaders of
both factions of the Nation-
alist Congress Party (NCP)
met Maharashtra Chief Mi-
nister Devendra Fadnavis
in Mumbai.

Amid speculation that
NCP MPs of the Sharad Pa-
war faction may also
switch sides, the party’s

Maharashtra Deputy Chief Minister Eknath Shinde reportedly met

Union Minister Amit Shah in New Delhi on Wednesday. FILE PHOTO

working president, Supriya
Sule, clarified that her par-
ty had not taken any deci-
sion on the Bill. Earlier in
the day, she was reported
to have said that if the pro-
posed delimitation Bill was
based on a uniform 50% in-
crease in seats across all
States, “there would be lit-
tle reason to oppose it”.
The NDA government’s
sustained effort to secure a
two-thirds majority in the
Lok Sabha to pass the Con-
stitution amendment Bill
gained momentum after
20 Lok Sabha members of
the Trinamool Congress

and six MPs of the Shiv Se-
na (Uddhav Balasaheb
Thackeray) aligned them-
selves with the BJP-led
NDA. Alliance managers
claim that its strength in
the Lok Sabha has risen
from 298 in April to 329,
though it remains short of
the two-thirds majority
mark of 362.

The Congress’s parlia-
mentary strategy group is
scheduled to meet on
Thursday morning, but
sources said the party’s top
leadership is upset that the
government is trying to se-
cure a two-thirds majority

through the *“defection
route”. “The Home Minis-
ter will not get the two-
thirds majority he is des-
perate for in the Lok Sab-
ha. After his humiliation on
April 17, he will suffer a se-
cond defeat,” Congress
leader Jairam Ramesh told
The Hindu.

Outreach to INDIA allies
The BJP has, meanwhile,
stepped up its outreach to
parties in the INDIA bloc in
an effort to secure the
numbers required to pass
the amendment Bill, which
also forms the basis for im-
plementing women’s reser-
vation from the 2029 Lok
Sabha election.

According to BJP leaders
and government sources,
the realignment following
the recent Assembly elec-
tions in West Bengal and
Tamil Nadu has opened
fresh channels of commu-
nication with Opposition
parties. Sources said the
BJP has also reopened talks
with the DMK after its
break with the Congress.

Former Union Finance
Minister P. Chidambaram

on Tuesday had said that
the government was trying
to woo both the DMK and
the NCP (SP). Against this
backdrop, Ms. Sule’s com-
ments that there would be
“little reason to oppose” a
proposal based on a un-
iform 50% increase in Lok
Sabha seats across all
States fuelled speculation
that the NCP (SP) could
support the Bill. “The for-
mula for implementation
should be given in writing,”
she said.

In the Rajya Sabha too,
the BJP’s numbers are set
to improve after three Tri-
namool members joined
the BJP. After July 24, the
BJP’s strength in the Upper
House is expected to rise to
117, its highest ever. With
the support of seven nomi-
nated members, three In-
dependents and NDA al-
lies, the ruling alliance
expects to reach 153 mem-
bers, still 11 short of the
two-thirds majority of 164
required to amend the
Constitution.

(With inputs from Nistula
Hebbar and Vinaya Desh-
pande)

YouTube Howmeworlk

v’ Constitutional Amendwment

v’ Monsoon Session: 20 July — 3] August
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Panel defers final meeting
on higher education Bill
amid objections from A.P.

Sobhana K. Nair
NEW DELHI

The Joint Committee of
Parliament reviewing the
Viksit Bharat Shiksha Adh-
ishthan Bill, 2025, has de-
ferred its meeting, original-
ly scheduled for Friday to
finalise its report, to July
20. According to sources,
the rescheduling follows
objections raised by the
Andhra Pradesh govern-
ment — which is ruled by
the Telugu Desam Party, a
Bharatiya Janata Party ally
— to several provisions of
the proposed legislation.
The Bill proposes a res-
tructuring of higher educa-
tion regulation in India by
replacing the University
Grants Commission (UGC),
the All India Council for
Technical Education
(AICTE), and the National
Council for Teacher Educa-
tion (NCTE) with a single
apex body, the Viksit Bha-
rat Shiksha Adhishthan
(VBSA). The Hindu had re-
ported that the Andhra
Pradesh government had
argued that the Bill could
make the State’s legislative
competence in higher edu-
cation “a dead letter”. It

A Parliamentary panel led by N
BJP MP D. Purandeswari is
reviewing the Bill. FILE PHOTO

has sought mandatory con-
sultation with State govern-
ments before decisions af-
fecting State universities
are taken.

The State has also ob-
jected to Clause 11, which
allows the Regulatory
Council to bypass State un-
iversities in granting de-
grees, saying it could lead
to “constitutional friction”.

The Andhra Pradesh go-
vernment has further pro-
posed a clause explicitly
preventing the Centre
from taking any action pre-
judicial to the autonomy,
functioning, and gover-
nance of State institutes
and universities. It has also
sought mandatory consul-
tation with the State before

any action is taken against
any State institution.

TDP’s reservations

It is learnt that Union Edu-
cation Minister Dharmen-
dra Pradhan held an infor-
mal meeting on Tuesday
with committee chairper-
son and BJP MP D. Puran-
deswari and a few other
members to discuss the
concerns raised. The TDP
conveyed its reservations
during the meeting, follow-
ing which it was decided
that the draft report would
be reviewed again.

“If we find something
amiss that needs attention,
we will obviously flag it. We
have done it in the past
with the Wagf Bill and also
in the ongoing consulta-
tions on the 130th Consti-
tutional Amendment Bill.
We recommended that the
list of offences warranting
automatic suspension of a
public office holder should
be specified,” a senior TDP
leader said.

The TDP Parliamentary
Party is scheduled to meet
on Friday to finalise its
strategy for the Monsoon
Session of Parliament,
which begins on July 20.

YouTube Howmeworlk
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Marginal dip in number of
rural job scheme workers

The analysis finds a dip in registered and active workers coinciding with shift from MGNREGS to
VB-G RAM G; govt. counters the claim saying it does not reflect the continuous verification

Sobhana K. Nair
NEW DELHI

ing the transition from

the Mahatma Gandhi
National Rural Employ-
ment Guarantee Scheme
(MGNREGS) to the Viksit
Bharat Guarantee for Roz-
gar and Ajeevika Mission
Gramin (VB-G RAM G), the
number of registered work-
ers fell from 27 crore to
26.33 crore, a net reduc-
tion of 67.6 lakh workers,
or 2.5% of the total work-
force enrolled under the
rural employment pro-
gramme, according to an
analysis by LibTech India,
a consortium of academics
and activists.

The number of active
workers — those who have
worked at least once in the
last three years under the
programme — also fell from
10.84 crore to 10.57 crore, a
decline of about 26.3 lakh
workers (2.43%).

The VB-G RAM G 2025
came into force on July 1,
2026.

l n the fortnight follow-

‘Dynamic figure’

Rural Development Minis-
try officials, however, dis-
puted the findings, saying
the analysis covered only a
short period and did not
reflect the continuous veri-

An analysis notes that public data does not indicate the reason of

removal or the gender, age or caste of the affected. ARUN KULKARNI

fication, updating and re-
newal of worker and job
card records undertaken
by States and Union Terri-
tories. The number of re-
gistered and active work-
ers is a dynamic figure and
changes as records are up-
dated, the officials said.
The Ministry officials al-
so put the onus on the
States, arguing that they
have to follow the Standard
Operating Procedures pre-
scribed by the Centre for
any deletions. They added
that no complaints had
been received regarding
denial of employment due
to non-completion of e-
KYC or face authentication
and that about 84,000 Gra-
min Rozgar Guarantee
Cards covering 1.91 lakh
workers had already been

issued under the new law.

According to LibTech In-
dia, three States — Bihar
and Uttar Pradesh and Te-
langana — accounted for a
large portion of the net fall
in registered workers and
the decline in active work-
ers. Bihar saw 5.98 lakh
workers removed from the
rolls, Uttar Pradesh 8.06
lakh and Telangana 7.2
lakh.

E-KYC in question

The group said that alth-
ough transition guidelines
provided that e-KYC-veri-
fied MGNREGA Job Cards
would remain valid and
workers should not be de-
nied employment because
of pending e-KYC, there
was little clarity on how
workers unable to com-

plete e-KYC or facial recog-
nition-based verification
would be protected from
omission.

“The publicly available
framework did not explain
in comparable operational
detail how workers unable
to complete e-KYC or Face
Recognition System (FRS)
would be carried over, how
omissions would be identi-
fied, or how prompt resto-
ration would work,” said
Venkateswarlu Kuruva, re-
searcher at LibTech India.

LibTech described the
latest decline as the fourth
major reduction in worker
numbers in recent years to
coincide with a digital
compliance measure, fol-
lowing Aadhaar-based pay-
ments in 2022-23, manda-
tory e-KYC in 2025 and
facial recognition-based at-
tendance verification in
2026.

The organisation noted
that publicly available data
do not indicate why work-
ers were removed, wheth-
er they had pending e-KYC
or facial recognition verifi-
cation, whether prior not-
ice was issued, whether
Gram Sabha verification
was conducted or whether
an appeal mechanism was
available. It also does not
reveal the gender, age or
caste of those affected.
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Fulfil the promise
New Delhi cannot keep stalling the

restoration of Statehood to J&K
l t has been over two and a half years since

the Supreme Court of India recorded the

Union government’s solemn assurance that
Statehood would be restored to Jammu and Kash-
mir (J&K). It set no timeline, but the expectation
was that it would happen within a reasonable pe-
riod and steps would be taken progressively. That
the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)-led government
has done nothing on this front since then can on-
ly mean that it has interpreted the lack of a time-
line as a licence for the indefinite deferral of
Statehood. This is despite repeated assurances
from the Centre. Prime Minister Narendra Modi
pledged it in the run-up to the J&K elections, and
Home Minister Amit Shah reiterated it on the
floor of Parliament. Unsurprisingly, the inaction
has driven J&K Chief Minister Omar Abdullah to
organise a series of agitations and rallies, culmi-
nating in a sit-in at Jantar Mantar on July 20. His
grievance, and that of the province, is legitimate.
The retention of Union Territory status even after
popular elections subordinates the elected go-
vernment to an unelected Lieutenant Governor
who retains preponderant authority over the bu-
reaucracy, the police and other institutions.
There is no principled justification for perpetuat-
ing this arrangement once elections have been
held and a government installed.

New Delhi’s rationale for inaction has been
trite: “security”, invoked by the Solicitor-General
before the Court late last year, citing the Pahal-
gam attack, in a hearing on a petition seeking res-
toration of Statehood. But this argument cuts no
ice. By the government’s account, the attack was
orchestrated from across the border, and India
responded with Operation Sindoor. A cross-bor-
der provocation can have no logical bearing on
whether J&K’s elected representatives are to be
trusted with the powers of a full State. If anyth-
ing, empowering elected leaders to address local
grievances is precisely how a polity assuages con-
cerns before they turn into resentment, which
fed into cycles of militancy in the Kashmir Valley
for decades. The Centre’s handling of J&K, La-
dakh and even Manipur reveals a troubling pat-
tern in how border regions with substantial mi-
nority populations are treated. Secure in its
dominance across the north, the west and now
the east, the BJP appears to regard the concerns
of citizens in these provinces as expendable.
Such a view is myopic: governance that treats a
border region as politically dispensable only dee-
pens alienation, and instability soon spills over
and unsettles governance overall. The BJP seems
cynically content to leave the Statehood question
hanging until the political arithmetic, already
sought to be reworked through delimitation in
J&K, tilts decisively in its favour. A promise made
to the Court, to Parliament and to the people of
J&K cannot be held in abeyance until political cir-
cumstances turn expedient for the BJP.
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Export gains
India’s trade weaknesses are becoming
episodic, its strengths structural
l ndia’s trade data for June offers insights into

how the country is weathering the West Asia
crisis and the prospect of a deficient mon-
soon. The fact that the trade deficit jumped 430%
in June would seem alarming. However, a deeper
look at the composition of this deficit should ease
alot of that alarm. The bulk of the increase in the
deficit was due to the sharp increase in merchan-
dise imports in June. And within this, it was led
by crude, gold, fertilizers and electronic goods.
The value of crude oil imports rose 40% in June
2026, reflecting the skyrocketing prices of oil a
few months earlier. Gold prices have also been
rising as uncertainty over the West Asia situation
persists. The doubling of gold import duties in
May would also have pushed up prices in June.
With India’s natural gas supplies hit due to the
West Asia constraints, it has had to import more
fertilizer — 201% more by value over last June.
The only one of these categories that has seen im-
ports rise sharply due to domestic factors is the
electronic goods segment. As India’s electronics
manufacturing and assembly grow, more parts
are going to come from abroad to fuel this engine.
The government is encouraging this, as seenin its
decision last week to remove the basic customs
duty onimported parts in the manufacture of dis-
play assemblies, lithium-ion cells and inductor
coil modules. These are essential if India wants to
boost its manufacturing of high-end electronics
such as smartphones, laptops and smart TVs. Go-
ing ahead, the attempt should also be to manu-
facture as many of these inputs locally so that
these supply chains can be made truly secure.
The good news is that India’s merchandise ex-
ports have put on a strong showing, not only in
June 2026, but throughout the first quarter of
2026-27. Merchandise exports grew 15.5% in June
and by an even quicker 16% in Q1. This was not
simply a buoyancy granted by costly petroleum
exports, either. Non-petroleum exports grew by a
robust 16.5% in June and 12.4% in Q1. This is al-
most precisely the duration of the West Asia cri-
sis. The data show that India’s exports to every
region of the world except West Asia grew in QL,
and that a large portion of export growth was in
volume terms as well as in value. Indian expor-
ters are to be commended for diversifying so
quickly. Service exports, however, grew only
2.9% in June and 6.2% in QI. As Chief Economic
Adviser V. Anantha Nageswaran has warned, suc-
cess in areas such as Global Capability Centres
should not be considered an end in itself — there
is still far to go, and complacency will rob India of
its advantage in this area.
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Iran’s disruptive strategy, its global consequences

and its strategy of targeting its neighbours in

the Gulf as retribution for the actions of the
United States may seem to have been operational
masterstrokes. However, in the long run, they
may well prove to be strategic blunders that have
antagonised the world at large and leave Iran out
of the global mainstream and away from the path
of sustained economic progress.

l ran’s recent actions over the Strait of Hormuz

A strategy of disruption

For decades, Iran has overplayed its hand in
presenting itself as standing up to what it has
termed “continued Western imperialism” and in
supporting the Palestinian cause through the lens
of Islamic resistance — a policy that was not
endorsed by most other developed and
developing Islamic nations. As the Islamic regime
in Iran grew in power, buoyed by its success in
standing up to a powerful Iraq during the
Iran-Iraq war that stretched through the 1980s, so
too did its frustration at being unable to deliver
telling blows against the “Big Satan-Little Satan”
combination, as it referred to the U.S. and Israel,
respectively.

Consequently, it engineered the second phase
of its disruptive strategy in the late 1990s by
developing and supporting proxies such as the
Hezbollah, Hamas and Houthis, commonly
known as the Axis of Resistance, and liberally
endorsed their use of terrorism to cause
widespread disruption in the region.

Here again, the Iranians have achieved much
tactical success over the last two decades and
kept West Asia on tenterhooks, but at a much
larger level, it has widened the chasm that exists
between itself and the rest of the world barring
Russia, China and North Korea. It is this quartet
which is shaping the trajectory of fundamentally
disruptive resistance to the existing global order.

‘When you compare this with the orderly way

Arjun
Subramaniam

Strategic affairs
analyst

Tehran needs to
recognise the
limits of its
current
geopolitical
advantage

in which countries such as India are also
challenging the existing global order with a call
for greater multilateralism through dialogue and
consensus, one can clearly figure out Iran’s
disruptive path.

Notwithstanding much assertion of
civilisational and cultural linkages, India has
maintained a steady transactional relationship
with the Islamic Republic of Iran, revolving
principally around energy flow, trade corridors
and the Chabahar port. Much in tune with its
foreign policy of multilateralism in a multi-polar
world, it managed to navigate the sanctions
regime imposed on Iran by the West and
maintained some energy flow based on national
interest till it found alternate means and then
gradually reduced its import of Iranian crude.

India’s approach

India has only modest diplomatic leverage with
Iran and rightly chose not to position itself as an
interlocutor during the recent conflict, preferring
instead to resort to quiet back-channel diplomacy
and frequent calls for restraint. India
co-sponsored the UN Security Council Resolution
2817 (2026), which officially condemned Iran’s
military attacks and aggressive actions against the
Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) nations and
Jordan. Adopted on March 11, 2026, the
resolution demanded that Iran immediately cease
all attacks and threats, particularly those
targeting international navigation through the
Strait of Hormuz.

Iran has no doubt been emboldened by its
ability to withstand months of the U.S.-Israel
bombing campaign. It has come out of the
conflict battered and embittered but still
standing. With large portions of its military
capacity still intact and a regime in power that
seems to be now dominated by a combination of
the Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps (IRGC)

and hard line clerics, it appears that the region
can expect continued acts of isolated belligerence
that stay below the threshold of conflict. The
frenzy of stage-managed grief and genuine hatred
towards the U.S. and Israel that was on display on
the streets of Tehran for the funeral of its slain
leader, Ali Khamenei does not augur well for the
future.

Iran’s proposal to levy ‘special rates” on
friendly countries for transit through the Strait of
Hormuz is another disruptive attempt at
preventing any collective action from
energy-hungry countries eager to benefit from
this offer.

More recently, Iran’s strikes on tankers
following the Omani route through the Strait of
Hormuz highlight its propensity to engage in
coercive brinkmanship. Such an environment is
highly unsettling for a large part of the world
including India for abvious reasons — energy and
trade corridors running through a volatile
geopolitical arena.

The choice before Iran

It is time that collective pressure from countries
other than the West starts building on Iran to
desist from its varied coercive methods to keep
the region on the edge. As the U.S.'s appetite to
remain embroiled in the conflict waxes and
wanes, and Israel strains to ‘finish off the job it
started’, Iran needs to take a step back and not
overplay the advantageous geopolitical hand it
currently holds.

As a first step, it must look for windows to
extract legitimate leverage accruing from the
proposed de-freezing of its assets and widening
energy flow from its embattled oil fields and
refineries. Despite its isolation from the West,
Iran is categorised as an upper-middle-income
economy and has much potential for rapid
growth, should it desire so for its people.
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The problem with China’s 4.3% growth

country is facing multiple challenges of a real estate slowdown, sluggish consumption, and serious challenges in the job market

WORLD INSIGHT

Ananth Krishnan

hina’s economy grew 4.3% in
the second quarter of 2026,
according to data released on
Wednesday by China’s National
Bureau of Statistics (NBS). With growth
falling to the lowest in more than three

years and below the government’s already
5-5%, attention

lowered annual target of 4.
has turned to how the Chinese
government is likely to deal with multiple
challenges of a real estate slowdown,
sluggish consumption, and serious
challenges in the job market.

A meeting of the ruling Communist
Party's Politburo slated for July-end is
likely to offer some clues. China’s surging
exports have emerged as a bright spot for
Beijing, while raising questions for India
and other trade partners that are
grappling with ever-widening trade
imbalances.

What does the latest da(.l how?
China's GDP expanded by i
second quarter, down from 5
quarter. This marked the slowest growth
since 2022, when China was still in the
grips of the pandemic. Significantly,
growth fell below the annual target. In
March 2026, China’s National People’s
¥ ), or Parliament,

5% target for the year,
which was the los nce 1991

Other economic indicators released on
howed a 5.7% drop in
investment and sluggish retail
rtant marker of
consumption, which the government
hopes will drive future growth for a
historically investment-reliant economy.
il sales fell 0.6% from last
since the pandemic.
June showed a slight recovery to a 1.1%
increase in retail sales of goods. Usual
caveats apply about China's economic
data, which China’s former Premier Li
Keqiang himself reportedly once advised
were for “reference only” (and that other
indicators, such as freight and power
consumption, were arguably more
revelatory about the state of the

China's GDP expanded by 4.3% in the second quarter. The numbers reveal how the government wants to
portray the state of the economy and may signal potential policy changes. GETTY IMAGES

economy). At the same time, it is
important to note that economi:
closely study China’s official data,

till

numbers reveal how the w\emmem
wants to portray the state of the economy
and may signal potential policy changes.
Most economists have noted

statistics, with mlmbers becoming harder
to fudge coinciding with the global
integration of China’s economy and more
transparency into the performance of
Chinese companies, many of which are
publicly listed.

What is driving down growth?

If real estate is about “location, location,
location”, China's slowdown story is in
many ways about “real estate, rea
and real estate”. In the first half of the
year, property investment fell 18%, a
remarkable for an economy once
driven by real estate growth. This isn't
only about the property sector. The
spillover effects are hard to overstate.

An entire swathe of the economy is in a
slump, from construction to every related
industry that has for decades relied on a
booming property or, from lighting to
furniture. Then there is the psychological
impact in a country where most people’s
savings are locked into real estate given

the low returns from regulated interest
rates that make bank deposits
unappealing. Investing abroad is also not
an option given the tight capital controls,
although the stock market has emerge S
an alternative avenue despite its volati
This has further dampened the
willingness of Chinese consumers to
spend, along with other persist
anxieties such as rising healthcare and
education costs. Still, there are bright
spots for the Chinese economy such as
the rapid growth in China’s high-tech
industries and the continuing expansion
of Chinese exports, from electric velmle\
to most recently, an extraordinary s
in the exports of air-conditioners to
Europe amid a summer heat wave. Trade
still remains robust for China, growing
17% in the first half of the year. Exports
grew for 11 consecutive quarters to $2.1
trillion in the first six months of the year.

How is the government likely to
respond?

All eyes are on an upcoming meeting of
the Politburo, the top poli king body
of the Communist Party of China, set for
late July. Mao Shengyong, deputy director
of the NBS, said on Wednesday the
government was likely to “introduce
targeted, more proactive and effective

policies in response to changing
circumstances”, without specifying.
Boosting domestic consumption and
minimising job losses are likely to top its
concerns, especially with many graduates
currently entering the workforce. Urban
unemployment remained flat at 5% in
June. Mr. Mao said “efforts will be stepped
up to secure the steady development of
employment”, with a target to create 12
million new urban jobs in 2026, despite
the concerns about hiring impacted by Al
Earlier this week, China announced a first
of its kind five-year plan for consumption,
with a 2030 reta les target of 60
trillion yuan ($8.86 trillion), a 20% rise
from 2025,
Addressing the property sector — the
elephant in the room - is one major
challenge. The government has walked a
tightrope of avoiding what it calls
“systemic risks” while trying to protect
buyers (as it needs to, if consumption is to
revive) while not bailing out many
developers. This is part of an ongoing
effort to reform the sector and curb
speculation, after C
Jinping’s d

The broader problem for Beijing is that
it’s not only property developers but ](x.Jl
governments also have been hard hi
the slump, with real estate sales a major
contributor of revenues. Many tier-two
and tier-three cities have seen a major
cash crunch, impacting spending on
infrastructure and social services. The
extent of the crunch remains unclear with
some taking to fudging data to mask the
state of their finances, as the Communist
Party’s own anti-corruption watchdog
warned recently. It cited the example of
one plot of land being sold “18 times” in
the southern city of Nanning “without
ever changing hands”, reported the South
China Morning Post, with the fudge
allowing “the city government to
dnlhcnlh shore up its fiscal revenue by

.83 billion yuan (US$416 million) in

“aptivated by quick gains,” it warned,
“some authorities engaged in accounting
gimmicks to reflect substantial rises in
fiscal revenue, masking actual budget
strains.”

It's the slowest growth since 2022, when China was still in the grips of the pandemic, and below the government’s already-lowered annual target of 4.5-5%; the
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Economic indicators released
on Wednesday showed a 5.7%
drop in fixed-asset investment
and sluggish retail sales — an
important marker of
consumption, which the
govemment hopes will drive
future growth for a historically
investment-reliant economy.

v

The broader problem for
Beijing is that it's not only
property developers but local
govemments also have been
hard hit by the slump, with real
estate sales a major
contributor of revenues.
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Digitisation and efficiency in
criminal justice system

The shift in approach to justice has contributed to making the criminal justice system more citizen-oriented

LETTER AND SPIRIT

C.B.P. Srivastava

ecently, the Centre has
announced that India aims for
full digital rollout of its
criminal justice system from
July 1, 2027 after which the procedures
related to investigations and trials under
the new criminal laws will be recorded
digitally through the Interoperable
Criminal Justice System. The efficiency of
any criminal justice system largely
depends on the procedural efficiency
beginning from the registration of the first
information report (FIR) to investigation,
filing of chargesheet outlining specific
charges levelled against the accused and
presenting the evidence and witness
testimonies gathered to substantiate
them, trial and finally the disposal. In the

digital system the data is stored on the
government’s cloud platform, MeghRaj.

Understanding criminal justice
system
The criminal justice system comprises the
police, courts, prisons, forensics, and
prosecution services, and aims at
ensuring that individuals who suffer
injury or loss at the hand of others can
present their cases and seek justice.
Justice cannot be delivered unless the
rights of the accused and the interests of
the victim and the society are balanced.
This has been the fundamental principle
of the criminal justice system, particularly
in common law countries that follow the
adversarial system. These countries base
their legal systems primarily on judicial
precedents and uncodified case law
rather than strict statutory codes. This
principle also gives the accused a fair
chance to present his case in accordance
with the tenets of natural justice, that is,

the rule of fair hearing (Audi alteram
partem). In other words, no person
should be condemned unheard. The
system seeks to ensure procedural
fairness. On the other hand, the
inquisitorial system is practised in civil
law countries, where rules are codified
into comprehensive written statutes

rather than shaped by judicial precedent.

Under this system, the judge plays an
active role in investigating the facts and
determining the outcome of the case on
the basis of inquiry and investigation.
Thus, the precision of decision depends
largely on the skills and prudence of the
judge concerned.

Changed attitude

The reforms in the criminal law have
opened a new avenue for the delivery of
justice. To be more appropriate, the
Indian Penal Code (IPC) and the Code of
Criminal Procedure (CrPC) have been
replaced by the Bhartiya Nyaya Sanhita

(BNS) and Bhartiya Nagrik Suraksha
Sanhita (BNSS) with the idea of
transformation. While the erstwhile
penal code was implemented with an idea
to punish the accused, the BNS believes in
the delivery of justice through
retribution. The new code has a
democratic approach, placing greater
emphasis on individual than on the state
in matters relating to crimes. The criminal
procedure code believed that trial of

a ‘criminal’ was being conducted whereas
the BNSS considers an accused as a
citizen whose rights should be balanced
with the interests of the victims without
any prejudice. Thus, the shift in approach
to justice has contributed to making the
criminal justice system more democratic
and citizen-oriented, while strengthening
the protection of the principles of natural
justice that are embedded constitutional
framework of India.

Reforms in the system

It is well established that every system
requires periodic reform to remain
responsive to changing needs and
circumstances. The judiciary plays a vital
role in this process by guiding the state
through its directions and rulings. Against
this backdrop, it is important to note that
courts have laid down procedures
governing several aspects of the criminal
justice system. Through their decisions,
courts often seek to fill legislative gaps in

areas where the law is silent, thereby
ensuring the effective administration of
justice. For example, the Supreme Court
in Visakha v. State of Rajasthan (1997) gave
guidelines to prevent sexual harassment
of women at workplace holding that such
an act violates Articles 14,15 and 21 of the
Constitution.

The recent announcement by the
Centre to enhance the efficiency of the
criminal justice system through
digitisation assumes considerable
significance. In the field of forensics, the
new criminal laws have made forensic
examination of crime scenes mandatory
for offences punishable with
imprisonment of seven years or more. In
view of this requirement, the number of
forensic laboratories has increased from
129 in 2023 to 154 in 2025. However,
according to the National Crime Records
Bureau, only 46% of FIRs were digitally
transmitted to courts. Since this accounts
for less than half of all registered cases, it
suggests that the digital chain of the
criminal justice system remains
incomplete.

Although most states have
implemented various components of the
criminal justice digitisation system,
progress remains uneven. In this context,
full digital rollout by 2027 will fill this gap
and make the system more efficient.

The author is President, Centre for
Applied Research in Governance, Delhi.
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Cabinet okays Semicon 2.0, mobile,
urea manufacturing schemes, highways

Projects cleared by the CCEA include two major highway projects worth 325400 crore to ease congestion in Varanasi; 9 new gas-based urea plants

with a production capacity of 10 MT; 21.27 lakh crore for the second edition of India Semiconductor Mission; and 62,500 crore for MPMS

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

he Cabinet Com-
I mittee on Econom-
ic Affairs (CCEA),

chaired by Prime Minister
Narendra  Modi, has
cleared several projects,
including %1.27 lakh crore
for the second edition of
India Semiconductor Mis-
sion and 62,500 crore for
the mobile phone manu-
facturing scheme (MPMS)
as part of efforts to localise
manufacturing amid global
geopolitical uncertainties.
The Cabinet also accord-
ed approval to two major
highway projects worth
325,400 crore to ease con-
gestion in Varanasi and as
many as nine new gas-
based urea plants nation-
wide with a production ca-
pacity of 10 million tonnes.

Semicon Mission 2.0
The Cabinet has accorded
approval for the ¥1.27 lakh
crore for the second edi-
tion of India Semiconduc-
tor Mission through which
the government expects to
attract  investments of
around ¥4 lakh crore and
lead to semiconductor pro-
duction of 32 lakh crore
during the scheme period.
The new edition of the
semiconductor pro-
gramme — which has provi-
sions to incentivise even
suppliers of raw material in
the chip manufacturing in-
dustry, including minerals
and gases — has come at an
appropriate time when the

world is reeling under a
memory chip shortage,
and companies are work-
ing on plans to enhance
production capacity. It also
expects to attract invest-
ment from other chip seg-
ments to meet chip re-
quirements for artificial
intelligence devices.

Highlighting that “Semi-
con 2.0 will have six pillars.
The first pillar will be the
design of chips”; Informa-
tion and Broadcasting
(I&B) Minister Ashwini
Vaishnaw said the pro-
gramme will focus on de-
sign, development and
production of indigenous
chips. “We will be self-re-
liant in the production of
indigenous chips by the
end of this programme,”
the minister said.

The government had al-
located ¥76,000 crore for
the first edition, under
which it had approved 12
projects with cumulative
investments of around
1.64 lakh crore.

The majority of the in-
vestment in the sector has
come from technology
firm Tata Electronics and
its semiconductor arm.

Mobile manufacturing

The Cabinet also approved
an outlay of 62,500 crore
for the MPMS, aimed at
building Indian brands to
achieve technological so-
vereignty and scale up lo-
cal mobile production to
capture the significant eco-
nomic value, and create In-
dian patents in design and

M H k NHAI project under Hybrid Annuity
Blg tIC et Medel to include a 43.218-km
corridor linking NH-31 with Varanasi
The Cabinet Committee Ring Road for £10,998.32 crore;

on Economic Affairs
chaired by PM Modi,
cleared several projects
across sectors

New National Investment
Policy for Urea (NIPU-
2026) to set up 8-9 new
gas-based plants with
a production capacity of

10 MT to make the
country self-reliant

research and
development.

“The scheme provides
incentive support on eligi-
ble sales for manufacturing
of mobile phones in India
at differentiated rates rang-
ing from 2.25% to 5%.
Scheme also provides addi-
tional incentive of up to
1.5% linked to domestic
sourcing of key compo-
nents/sub-assemblies. For
building Indian brands, an
additional incentive at 3%
on eligible sales for design
and R&D of the product,”
an official release said.

During the scheme te-
nure, the cumulative mo-
bile phone production in
the country is expected to
reach about 39 lakh crore
with significant increase in
exports of mobile phones.
The scheme is also expect-
ed to generate around
60,000 direct jobs thereby

production worth N [
%2 lakh crore are w
expected

\.ﬁ mobile phone

\ manufacturing scheme,
(o J

brands, scaling up local production

a46.039-km corridor

connecting NH-19
with the ring road at
¥14,447.64 crore

%1.27 lakh crore for v

Semicon 2.0 through .\
which €4 lakh crore
investments, .* ‘

¥62,500 crore for

aimed at building Indian

contributing to economic
growth, the release added.

Highways

The highway projects, to
be implemented by the Na-
tional Highways Authority
of India (NHAI) under the
Hybrid Annuity Model
(HAM), include a 43.218 ki-
lometre (km)corridor link-
ing NH-31 with the Varanasi
Ring Road along Varuna
River at a total capital cost
of ¥10,998.32 crore and a
46.039 km corridor con-
necting NH-19 with the ring
road along the Ganga River
at a cost of T14,447.64
crore. The NH-19 project
will feature a six-lane ele-
vated carriageway, a cable-
stayed bridge, an extra-
dosed foot over bridge-
cum-major bridge, loops,
ramps, link roads and ser-
vice roads. The NH-31 cor-
ridor will comprise a pre-

dominantly elevated four
and six lane carriageway
with flyovers, loops, ramps
and service roads.

Designed for operating
speeds of 80-100 kmph,
the projects are expected
to significantly reduce tra-
vel times across the city.
The NH-19 corridor will cut
travel time between NH-19
and Kashi Railway Station
from around 50 minutes to
25 minutes, while the
NH-31 project will halve the
journey between NH-31
and Kashi Railway Station
from 40 minutes to 20 mi-
nutes. The government
said the corridors are part
of the Varanasi Deconges-
tion Plan and aligned with
the PM Gati Shakti National
Master Plan.

Urea demand

The Cabinet also approved
the National Investment
Policy for Urea (NIPU
2026) to set up “eight-
nine” new gas-based plants
with a production capacity
of 10 million tons to make
the country selfreliant in
the most widely consumed
fertiliser. The new invest-
ment framework, which
assumes significance as it
will encourage new invest-
ments in the sector, is an
extension of the 2012 New
Investment Policy (NIP)
with revisions.

Mr. Vaishnaw said the
urea demand is rising 5%
annually and the policy ap-
proved aims to create addi-
tional urea capacity of 10
million tonnes.

Key changes compared
with NIP 2012 include the
separation of fixed and va-
riable costs for greater
transparency, the intro-
duction of a viable return
on equity (RoE) band with
a floor at 12% and a ceiling
at 16%, and mitigation of
foreign exchange risk
through conversion of
fixed costs into the rupee
after four years based on
prevailing exchange rates.

“These measures are es-
timated to result in savings
of over 3250 crore for each
plant established under NI-
PU2026 compared with
NIP-2012,” the Fertilizers
Ministry said.

The minister said the
country imports 10 million
tons of urea to meet the
domestic shortages. The
annual domestic produc-
tion is around 30 million
tons against the require-
ment of 40 million tons.

The objective of the new
policy is to become self-re-
liant in urea amid a rise in
demand due to a change in
cropping patterns, in-
creased sowing area and
record production.

“The incentive under
the policy will be the same
for private, government
and cooperative projects,”
Vaishnav said.

Under the 2012 NIP,
which expired in October
2019, six new urea units
were set up, including four
through joint venture firms
of nominated public sector
undertaking, and two units
by private companies.
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Semaglutide:

Santosh V. Perumal
CHENNAI

More than a supply chain
issue and missing first-
mover advantage, Sema-
glutide episode exposed
systemic chinks and could
prove costly for India's
pharmaceutical industry,
which supplies about 20%
of the world’s generic med-
icines by volume.

With the expiry of Novo
Nordisk’s primary patent
in India this March, Sema-
glutide — the active ingre-
dient in the Danish firm’s
diabetes and anti-obesity
drugs Ozempic and Wego-
vy — emerged as one of the
most commercially signifi-
cant pharmaceutical mole-
cules in the world, poten-
tially creating a
multi-billion-dollar oppor-
tunity for the Indian drug-
making industry, world’s
third largest by volume
and 11th largest by value.

Reflecting significant in-
terest from the domestic
pharmaceuticals industry
in developing own generic
version, more than 40 In-
dian firms have reportedly
announced plans to launch
lower-cost products.

Sun Pharma, Mankind
Pharma, Dr. Reddy’s, Zy-
dus, Lupin and Alkem are
among the local manufac-
turers that outlined plans
to introduce generic ver-
sions of Semaglutide in In-
dia with an estimated
more-than 10 crore adults
living with diabetes, the se-
cond-highest number glo-
bally after China.

Patent expiries

Indian drug manufacturers
also hope to cash in on
markets of Brazil, Canada,
China, South Africa and
Turkey where patent expi-
ry is imminent.

These five countries,
which together account for
pharmaceutical spending
exceeding $350 billion an-
nually, constitute a major

(N
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+ Dr. Reddy’s suspended

supply of generic semaglutide

after finding impurities in the API. GETTVIMAGES/ISTOCK

catalyst representing a sig-
nificant new avenue for ex-
portled growth for com-
plex products such as
semaglutide, biosimilars
and specialty generics, ac-
cording to IQVIA, which
utilises big data and artifi-
cial intelligence to help
biotech and pharmaceuti-
cal companies accelerate
drug development.

Expiry of patents has
historically fuelled the
growth of India’s pharma-
ceutical industry. Follow-
ing patent expiry of ator-
vastatin (Lipitor),
developed by Pfizer, in
2011; Indian firms rapidly
entered the market with
lower-cost generic versions
to lower bad cholesterol
and tryglycerides, enhanc-
ing foothold in regulated
markets such as the U.S.
and Europe.

The expiry of patents on
clopidogrel (Plavix), an an-
tiplatelet medicine market-
ed by Sanofi and Bristol
Myers Squibb, in 2012
created a major opportuni-
ty for Indian firms to quick-
ly unveil affordable alter-
natives that turned to be
widely used in cardiovas-
cular care.

When sildenafil (Viagra)
lost patent protection in
2012, several Indian manu-
facturers entered the fray.

The patent dispute
around imatinib, deve-
loped by Novartis, became
a landmark case in India’s

pharmaceutical history.

The Supreme Court’s
2013 verdict allowed In-
dian firms to continue pro-
ducing affordable generic
versions for leukemia pa-
tients, reducing annual
treatment costs from over
$25,000 to a small fraction
of it.

The primary base pa-
tents for sofosbuvir ex-
pired in 2025, even as Gi-
lead Sciences granted
voluntary licences to sever-
al Indian companies to ma-
nufacture generic versions
to treat chronic Hepatitis C
virus infections.

Indian drug makers
have converted the loss of
patent exclusivity into op-
portunities for export ex-
pansion, lower medicine
prices and greater access
to healthcare.

Industry estimates sug-
gest competition from ge-
neric makers could sub-
stantially cut the treatment
costs by more than 65% ov-
er time due to zero patent
premiums rather than
cheaper manufacturing,
while still leaving sustaina-
ble profit margins for effi-
cient drug makers.

If Indian pharmaceuti-
cal companies can deliver
high-quality peptide medi-
cines, they can make grea-
ter inroads into emerging
markets before the U.S.
and Europe could see pa-
tent expiry in early 2030s.

The government’s pro-

duction-linked incentive —
a 15,000 crore outlay to
boost domestic manufac-
turing of high-value medi-
cines, complex generics,
and active pharmaceutical
ingredients (APIs) — has al-
so been advantageous for
the domestic firms.

Reputational risks

Quality failures carry an
economic cost far exceed-
ing the value of the affect-
ed product itself and India
cannot afford to remain
mute as stakes are high
with the country contri-
buting significantly to en-
suring affordable medi-
cines globally by supplying
over 50% of Africa’s re-
quirement for generics,
about 40% of generic de-
mand in the U.S. and ap-
proximately 25% of all
medicine in the UK.

The latest incident,
which, however, began as
an internal issue, could
have compounded India’s
reputation risks. The re-
cent quality-related set-
backs not only could at-
tract global scrutiny but
also make a dent in the op-
timism of the Indian gener-
ic drug makers, at least in
the short run.

India’s largest generic
player in this segment, Dr.
Reddy’s Laboratories, re-
cently suspended supplies
of its generic semaglutide,
a complex peptide concoc-
tion made through sophis-
ticated biotechnological
processes, after its internal
inspection detected impur-
ities in the API during pro-
duction scale-up, amid
New Delhi’s mission of
‘Make in India’ in critical
APIs,

Supply of new injectable
batches could be expected
by late October or early
November. The pecuniary
loss from delayed sales
may be temporary but
damage to investor senti-
ment and export credibili-
ty can persist for years.

This vulnerability is a mat-
ter of concern as there are
about 500 AP manufactur-
ers, accounting for nearly
8% of the global API indus-
try. The estimated size of
API market in India in 2025
was about 1,31,700 crore
catering to domestic as
well as export require-
ments of formulations.

India has always had the
historical advantage of be-
ing low-cost and high-vol-
ume generic manufacturer
but that is not a sufficient
condition for next-genera-
tion therapies. Consistent
manufacturing quality is as
important as cost
competitiveness.

Impurity-related fiasco
not only interrupts local
supplies but also affect ex-
ports, contract manufac-
turing arrangements and
partner firms relying on
the same supply chain.

Indian pharma firms
have periodically faced
regulatory actions from
global agencies such as the
U.S. Food and Drug Admi-
nistration, the European
Medicines Agency, the UK
Medicines and Healthcare
products Regulatory Agen-
cy and the World Health
Organization.

These cases have gener-
ally pertained to good ma-
nufacturing practice viola-
tions, data integrity issues,
contamination,  inadeq-
uate quality controls or fai-
lure to comply with manu-
facturing standards, rather
than concerns on the effi-
cacy of the medicines.

More than two years
ago, cough syrup imported
from India had resulted in
the deaths of 66 children in
Gambia. The U.S. had re-
ported several eye drop-re-
lated fatalities and severe
injuries due to contaminat-
ed product made by Global
Pharma Healthcare in
India.

Such incidents have at-
tracted significant global
attention because they

inflection point for Indian generics?

could delay India’s entry
into one of the fastest-
growing segments of the
global generic pharma-
ceutical industry.

Global regulatory scruti-
ny is expected to intensify
as agencies increasingly fo-
cus on manufacturing
practices rather than simp-
ly bioequivalence.

The reputation risks
(from semaglutide issues)
had briefly translated into
diminishing value of the
pharmaceutical sector as
brokerages axed earnings
estimates and price tar-
gets, reflecting concerns
over delayed revenue and
lost competitive
advantage.

Redefining landscape
More than a temporary
production  disruption,
which according to reports
could well extend until Oc-
tober 2026, it marks a tran-
sition in India’s pharma in-
dustry from competing
primarily on low-cost ma-
nufacturing to competing
on technological sophisti-
cation, process reliability
and quality compliance at
global standards.

In what could redefine
India’s pharmaceutical in-
dustry, the semaglutide is-
sue tests the country’s abil-
ity to compete in the
complex peptide thera-
peutics as the previous suc-
cesses (from patent expi-
ries) largely involved
small-molecule drugs,
whose manufacturing pro-
cesses were comparatively
straightforward.

Scaling up production
of peptide-based drugs
without  compromising
quality remains a major
technical challenge.

Consequently, success
in this market depends not
merely on patent expiry
but also on manufacturing
excellence and regulatory
compliance because regu-
latory credibility is a stra-
tegic asset.
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Semaglutide T GLP-1 Receptor Agonist
(Glucagon-Like Peptide- Receptor Agonist) gaT 2l
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Spain’s masterclass dismantles France’s star-power

Oyarzabal strokes home the opener from the spot after Digne trips up Yamal; Porro adds gloss to the scoreline; Les Bleus fearsome attack is rendered toothless by the disciplined La Roja

FIFA WORLD CUP

Agence France-Presse
DALLAS

pain snuffed out
France’s dream of a
third World Cup tri-
umph on Tuesday, taming
its galaxy of forwards to
win 2-0 and progress to a
final against England or
Argentina.
Didier Deschamps’ men
~ hot favourites after a
string of breathtaking dis-
plays — met their match
against the slick European
champion in the
semifinals.

Emphatic penalty
Mikel Oyarzabal opened
the scoring for the 2010
winner with an emphatic
penalty in the first half and
Pedro Porro doubled the
lead in the second.
Shell-shocked ~ France
could not find a way bacl
into the match despite its
wealth of attacking riches.
The game caught fire
midway through the first
half when Salvadoran refe-
ree Ivan Barton pointed to
the spot after a reckless
challenge by France left-
back Lucas Digne on Spain
winger Lamine Yamal.
Oyarzabal hammered
the ball past goalkeeper
Mike Maignan for his fifth
goal of this edition.

Saliba leaves the pitch
Minutes later France suf-
fered another blow when
centre-back William Saliba
had to leave the pitch after
a recurrence of his lower
back injury, replaced by
Crystal Palace defender
Maxence Lacroix.

Agonisingly close
Spain went agonisingly
close to extending its lead
after some dazzling one-
touch football but Dayot
Upamecano’s  challenge
denied Fabian Ruiz.
Deschamps threw on
Desire Doue for Bradley

Stat attack 3

Mbappe failed
Ommmme

shot on target
for the first time since
the 2022 quarterfinal
against England

Since joining

O Real Madrid,
Mbappe has

Tost every knockout

match for club or

country against Yamal

France
()~ s

Oyarzabal became
the third Spaniard to

net five or more goals
Inan edition (Villa in 2010
and Butragueno in 1986)

Ayon Sengupta

France had arrived in Dal-
las carrying the tourna-
ment’s most feared attack.
Kylian Mbappe, Ousmane
Dembele and Michael Olise
had combined for 13 goals
and 10 assists in six match-
es as opponents struggled
to contain them. By the
end of the semifinal, Spain
had made that frightening
front three look almost
anonymous.

The scoreline read 2-0,
but the performance was
even more emphatic.

Spain reached its first
World Cup final since lift-
ing the trophy in Johannes-
burg 16 years ago by pro-
ducing  perhaps  the
tournament’s most com-
plete display, suffocating
Didier Deschamps’ side
through relentless press-
ing, immaculate posses-
sion and defensive organi-
sation.

France managed only
three shots on target and
rarely looked capable of
disturbing a Spanish side
that controlled both the
ball and the rhythm of the
evening.

Rodri and Fabian Ruiz
controlled the midfield
while Pau Cubarsi and Ay-
meric Laporte stepped for-
ward to nullify the threat of
Mbappe, who failed to re-
gister a single shot on tar-
get for the first time in his
last nine World Cup

= How the Spanish midfield choked France

Bossing the turf: Spain's relent
suffocated France. REUTERS

Spain earned the win.
They played a strong
game, and they have
improved throughout
the tournament and
perhaps they are the
most well-rounded team
of this World Cup
LIONEL SCALONI

biggest defeatina Simon BOWIN’M 655
knockout game since the most clean
the 1986 semifinals sheets by a
{0-2vs. West ina Oyarzabal moved
Germany) single tournament msmm»swws Giﬁplsva u:m
in a single edition
Spain earned Spain defeated i
(e incion Fancefor
of being the first the eighth 3 7 afl competitions (28 wi
10 register six clean time in its last 11 pulled it lfvel with Iuly (1018-2[) for
sheet victories ina matches across all the longest one by a European natior
campaign competitions COMPILED BY ANIRUDH VELAMURI
Barcola in the 57th minute Theo Hernandez and

in a bid to supercharge his
attack but a minute later it
was 2-0 down after a stun-
ning team goal for Luis de
la Fuente’s men.

Defender Porro  deli-
vered a sharp pass to the
feet of Dani Olmo on the

THE RESULT
v

Semifinal: France 0 lost to Spain
2 (Oyarzabal 22-pen, Porro 58).

edge of the box and collect-
ed the return ball before
coolly slotting past Maig-
nan. Deschamps threw on

Rayan Cherki after the se-
cond hydration break in a
desperate bid to get back
into the match.
But France muld not
find a way lh
game against a solid opj
nent who refused to yleld

Luis de la Fuente's side
has reached the final hav-
ing conceded just one goal
in seven matches, becom-
ing the first team in World
Cup history to record six
clean-sheet victories in a
single tournament.

It has now gone 37
matches unbeaten in all
competitions and stands
one win away from becom-
ing only the third reigning
European champion to fol-

luw it up with the World

Spam reduced Les Bleus
to just 0.30 expected goals
— France’s lowest attacking
output at a World Cup in
six decades. France at-
tempted only 10 shots,
with just one coming from
inside 13 metres of the
Spanish goal.

Spain’s defending be-
gins long before opponents

pressing, immac

reach its centre-backs. Ro-
dri and Ruiz monopolise
possession, the press forc-
es hurried decisions, pass-
ing lanes disappear and at-
tacks are extinguished
before  they  gather
momentum.

That collective under-
standing has become
Spain’s greatest strength.

Lamine Yamal dazzles,
Rodri dictates, Cubarsi de-
fends with the assurance of
a veteran, while Mikel
Oyarzabal continues his
habit of deciding the big-
gest matches.

Pedro Porro, whose first
responsibility is usually to
stop elite forwards, scored
the second goal that put
this contest to bed. The
stars change from game to
game because the system
remains.

Spain has the most
forced turnovers (303) in

the tournament, has tried
the most passes (4592)
with a 91 percent success
rate and also had the most
defensive line breaks at-
tempted (175) with a 65
percent success rate, while
topping the charts in al-

most all  movement
metrics.
For years, Spain was ad-

mired for its possession
but questioned for lacking
the cutting edge.

This generation has
found the balance. It mo-
nopolises the ball without
becoming sterile, attacks
without losing structure
and defends without
retreating.

Only one team has
found a way past Unai Si-
mon in seven World Cup
matches. With one game
remaining, that may be the
statistic  that  defines
Spain’s tournament.
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