.
—~
' i
: A a: ’ i< . ~ 3 s .
- > Lt o = - .
. e O R I 4 ey I D e OV RN s = : -
£ e R T S -
T _,f e ——
b” r.
_': - = — — - _—
i
=
3
]

N TheIndian
\\ EXPRESS

COMPRETE Q EXAM ANALYSIS STATIC + CURRENT
COVERAGE FOCUSED MADE EASY INTEGRATION



https://gamma.app/?utm_source=made-with-gamma

| —

e ——— |

DISCIPLINE
TODAY

SUCCESS
TOMORROW

FRHATAD
lmmm

ees
—_— :

“nIAN POLITY ) - & ),
~NERN HISTORY ’)., P By

M( w
. oMY i FOCUS =R
IDIAN ECON ) 1leNE 7 =
- r\f‘,/\ D'JY ol ’ _,\,E(c _1 " ‘l‘.— E"::
—=NT - ‘ — 2 Lo ‘



3TTeT AT YZ a7
|. T-ga5 CETA
2. 'fAHRAT T 2047 #} 3T DF Hierer-wifd
3. Hgaqul d=T


https://gamma.app/?utm_source=made-with-gamma

A TmaTd- wiwfa- fof- smEFEsed - doghue - ks - EidiEE - o IEaEe

T T EWEE | Explainer Details =

Economy

URA-JAT5CS faTed Hige I ar] g3
fauefi =R SR Faw & Geg ¥ @1 fa=n & Us Agwyul @A

Postad On: 15 JUL 2026 4:41PM



https://gamma.app/?utm_source=made-with-gamma

I H 2

15 S[ATs 2026 I YHTA! §31T 'HRA-GATS ¢S fhiTeH Au® 3MTfdd Td s
THSNGT (CETA) SHI 32 & & 3n1ffes uaptazun &1 U UfagiRies Hidd &1
TR 8| 98 JHAdT 7 had TR STeTsf ol g3 ddl §, dfew fawfid
YRA 2047' 3R 'gob-f$ar faw= 2035' & @i &1 UTd HRA 8 U Holgq
YRR U&™ &l ¢

2025 H R 3.96 feferaT stax 3R 3.84 fefera ster &1 GDP arclt g9 al
o sifoqaruraf &1 Ug WAl 7 pad ATUMRS SISl &I HH Hdl g, dfeh
Ay Jeg gaanslt § URd o1 fUf o) 3R 31 Yeg s gl
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INDIA-UK CETA ©Eb5

Promotes
Investment C‘*g"'\
& Business N/
5 Enhances
Digital
Trade
@
Simplifies Creates
Trade Inclusive
Procedures Growth

(2

Lowers Trade
Barriers
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fgueilg AUR;: Teh Aolqd TR

YR 3R & & o9 3w IReR! 3idd Y3 o
Rtz YR (2025) gArges fhsH (2025)
Siterdt (USD) 3.96 fefera 3.84 fefera
] AR (2025-26) 13.44 3R9 (Fafa) 11.68 3R (SMTTd)
4T AR (2024) 21.66 3R9 (Fafd) 13.78 R4 (3T
I AR Jd1 ATUR o
2025-26 ¥ fguefly axg AR 25.12 aY 2024 H P YdT ATUR 35.44 3RT I YRd 4 BT Yo 981 Uedef faesi
3R ek a1, ol YRd 7 1.76 SIeR a& g1, forad WRa &1 fFafd fawr® (35 3R« SieR gferel fFamn) g1
3R STe BT AUR AT (Trade 21.66 3R ST 8T, oy YR I Jgl, gb H 971 UIRH SHUfar 1 drg 9
Surplus) &St 3| + 7.88 3T STeR DT SRV U g3l TP ART DI ISR ¢ I@T 5
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The India-UK CETA Journey @

Q
Launched ETP and

[V [e\arLspil |— adopted the India-UK
o

Roadmap 2030

14 rounds of
negotiations *| KL} Aris

concluded 6
The CETA was

pZ NIV \€arLopAY | formally signed

in London
. ]

Double Contribution
Convention was *— l;());gbruary
signed
0
. India-UK CETA
15 July 2026 enters into force
&

{
m?auncm of Commerce & Industry *(ETP) Enhanced Trade Partnership
&
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CETA &1 77 fa=ydmd: dqe
3R §I9IR Ugd

g THSIAT ATAR IEGRIBIVT 3R IUHTAP TREU & aid T Tid Hga AT Hl &

I[-Y[eh Ugd Haeie &=l &1 TReul
YRd & 99% fata &1 I-Yew Ao 37 3fear 3R PLI TISHT & dgd
(Zero-Duty) Ugd UaM &1 75 g | 3{1H 9Tt SN, DY (ST, WM de,

T Id1G), 3R IF-Yed aTal IATa
(SR T, STYHUT, WCHIH) B A=y
&M a1 7S B

K IGIEIC NSRRI

gt aTeHl & o Pier-3nUTd IRUES SNR Ugd YMAid &1 T8 g | Safaed drg-l
R fard &6 o ¥ gydt i, foa w_a fafmfdrst &1 sioet ufaegufasan
oM 1 TaW e e
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India Unlocking the UK'’s

A

Zero-duty
market access

Agricultural
products:
1,437 tariff

lines

50% export
rise during
the next
3 years

deM

griculture

Market

»~y

UK forego its
right to apply
safeguard
under WTO
agreement

I=—==—-=]
Safeguards
sensitive sectors
Dairy, cereals
and millets,
pulses,
apples, edible
oils, oats, and
vegetables
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AR ATH 3R AT GHTaATT

CETA 4H-UYH 3R I=-Arg arat &3 & ot U ISRF & =0 A Hrf S

. fafAfor o yH-gum= &=

I U9 HefdR

1,143 % A3 W Yoo -Tadl
Ugd | I8 SAeR 3R faua=m
oY ufoafeial & gared YR
fafae! & 9gd ueH S|

SO IS
1,659 T AT TR Yeob JHA,
fSr9 fafd 2030 9@ 7.5 3Rd BTa”

% Uga- &1 A g

Id Tg 3TN
fafd & SfTct 2-3 aE | T
B4 &1 GUTaT|
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SV, IR, JAT4 3R URIGR TaTolel

7. T8 3R TR TSR

e TUAC (ENT) B JHIGT: U] & Yo TR WSS AT AT
3T TRTeur &1 3id|

o DICI-TUTRG YAT: Mfderadsd Ja1 yararst o fore gfaay
1,800 US| HT 3R PHcTl

o« A ANTEH WA (DCC): 60 T8 (5 IV) d% Hgfaadl &
fore TraTfoies GRam 3 o ge, [y T 60 RIS
SR P! 9ad |
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JaT & 3R URaR| bl AfYFH SMareret

g GHSaT AdT &5 § YR H1 [a=ISdr &1 afye A=Id1 UeH &dl -

&=

URIeR IHT
b o URIER] & YA WR '3 Sraaerdr ueor (ENT) TAT &= A ]|
Tfaerars Tar uerdrett & fae 1,800 uel &1 Taftd wier au fvar T gl

foiig s=d

'S BICHRH HAIM' (DCC) & A J 75,000 HRAII URIGR] & Ufdas 60
PRIS SR Y YD P gad gt

URIRS AT (MRA)

AR, ARITH 3R ARGl oRt AFarsti & e 12 |18 & Hfiak MRA IHsidl )R
TgHfd|

T UfcTHT

"G MBI D' (YPS) & d8d UTdas 3,000 JaT3Hi HI &l a9 HT B atell Wi
el
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RBHR TRIS, fthTe®d 3R gaaxft faem™

DRI TRIG faii SRIT

YR SMYfdadist & g& & 122 g YA g § YR faia SR

3RY SIAR & WHR] TG IR dH ! U3 Holgd T, foed e 3R

UgT U g fSfoTee YT JHTUT &1 U Udbidd
SDIREH T4

gL fae

THUHTHS (MSME) o fofT 3rgurer
arTd § ST, fefoled gga, 8k
nfgenstt @ garsff & fore Jafiar &
IR UTgU™ 39 gHENd &
it S €

D ey fae @ aRafaedr 96 — YRA-g6 CETA 7 $ad YR Idie) o df¥e Yed SR § Aoige ¥ siisdl §, Sfed
18.64 TG HIRAI YATRIGT 3R TIESMU IHIRIH & 1T T gR Wieidl 81 g Ueb HIT™-IHW 3o aRT 5, Sl HRd

®I 2047 9P UP U Ay Ta1 g9 971 &1 321 & e Ruifgs w1
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U

YRA-FARCS [hiTeH e 3Nffe Td R FHeiar (CETA) & dad |, fafafad wul R foar Sifow:

1. I8 JHINT YR Bl I & BRI WG JR 9P Ugd U™ Hdl gl
2. U & d8d 'Sqd BICRM B0 (DCC) BT UTaYT {1 71 §, ST URIaR] I JTHIfoId YRET 3RIGH & 60 HIE a% &1 ¢ odl ¢
3. CETA & 3idifd, YRd & wt I@El (100%) B! g & Yeob-Hod Ugd Wl €5 ¢

SWad 7 ¥ DH-U B Tg1 872
(A) (B)
Fad 1 3R 2 Fad 2 3R 3
(C) (D)
Fad 1 3R 3 1,2 3R 3

w9 1. {3y SR § WRefuraTe 3R HaT ATcaTordl &1 8Td Pt uRge-nd HRd & JaY- 31w fRRAT &1 frd UeR § wuifag H3i? (2018)
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A TIRIRY - UHEIE - ol - SRuF SeE - AISTI g - Sdigd - aAl P - q JAd @il

w9 mitfawess | Explainer Details

Economy

YR & HINd UIRRUAD! F BT Jad ST
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OdTaAT: "TAhId HRd 2047 ST d&d

TIHRIT URA 2047' FT AT Had bd X 3G (GDP) H gfg HAT o1, dfeth U "FH-SMUTRE SSHaRIT HT A0 a1 7 |
WRER - el T AHR I dP & o8 'Sita-ah SRHI B SR ¢ | TABT 3= Dhad FERdl UaH B g, diedh T T
THIAR SR AR TYTRT HRIGA BT A0 ST ¢, S afes feRael, Industry 4.0, 3R STaarg uRacd &1 gl & Y daR gl

! e 7 SRR S &t Ala

DI BT B! THal R & Y TDHIHd BT 39 Aled P Ty dof [a=IvdT &:

a9 e gieHn

g IIoHT SDG-4 (OTaTqul fR1efT) & 3% g | 3fd I 138 WTd Aed 31R 25,140 Tpdl § DI U0 & gl o1 8| 89 U8
Wi ATSd - AT B HH ! gR fhdl 7, o BIC Wpd Ht I TRIM &1 TINTRITATST & SUINT &R U133 g
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Uiud 4t THd (PM SHRI)

14,500 TF Al D! IS I P A&I & dad 9 2026 b 13,092 IHd HATYMAD ST S b § | A Tpel WP & it (NEP) 2020

& SFoIdTEd & |
3fed feh T osg (ATL) T3S -ddRdl (SOAR & Al
'Y TG 1Y’ R B b A& B AT T3S BR AT 3R A1 TTe-
g1y, 722 forel 7 10,000+ TdEa TIHIA DI TRIGRT | THTE B A
TARTRITATE SE1 & o= S8R oA TP BE B HiTT P dHblD
<o fapRig &R &l T (Generative Al) 9 SNST g1 85.27

g I 3 THiw 39 feforea
HT&RdT Shifd bT YT B |

CEISIN

g YGRS HITGRT BT Th 33T
Aisd g1 8.44 WG ¥ TH Tpa o
URIR] 3R Jd-Rrefd! &1 Jera e &
TATRTE USTenRUl B SRl & |


https://gamma.app/?utm_source=made-with-gamma

HTIA BT DI [AB: hd stedr =M (SIM) &1
BESIR

ot ¥ Seeld 3 41 IT9R (ITAHTH, T3S, Sidar] uRdadH) 3 forg ' sraf&pferT ik +&-fpfemr sifart 2

&Y e 9
PMKVY 4.0 (URUIH-higd o fR1&07 SR (3SS) NAPS 2.0 (Earn While You
Hrs) T THIS ¥ TaW dfId ot oo U Learn)
I8 AT 3d Urde URasHIsl g1 36.52 TRa ATHTRAY (S 82% g f1efdT (Apprenticeship) Aled

3T dgR T 99 'TSHIS-9%s' Jedd HigET 8) &1 ufreur ug g el @ HIEART TR TR0 B dg1al ool g
o §qa TS 81 30 I 2026 TF 28.17 fo e gy 31 TiaT 3R snfeamdt

g Irfear] & Uiiférd Hm 3R & d% Ugd IoT 5|

189 WIeR-&pd SiTa I Sl

YR P Igad eI mdHdmarst

&1 G |
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fa<iia 99 2025-26: THE 3w s AR HidH=H! ugd

foxiTa a9 2025-26 T 12.35 AT@ URRIESM &1 Fgfaa & A1y, T8 ITN & oY HRIa TG TH1eH B el Syfcd H BT 6

UiTg-4q (PM-SETU)

1,000 3TEE (ITI) BT MYFADIDHRT 3R I3 '§9-US-WId' | Faar], SRS URIEU DI UdS BT TEd! & IHIFY GIa- i b

UM% Ugd g

Hiqw=1e! ued

sfeamas =M
g Had dPb-1b Tal, Sfch U "UfAHT SHIRTEH' 31 570
TITE ded 3R tivae) BalRiy YR &1 TS R &1 dfye® g

ST 81 IMF & S0 (HRd 6T ¥R 49.3) H HRd P! Jhdd]
T3S 3T P BHRT TUR T a2l g

SR UidTe

TYTHHAT fABRIT HRA ISR ISHT (2025) 3 15 ARG ISR
gioTd & H Hag &1 ¢ | I8 Uee 9 hdd HUHdl ol I¢
FHART IWA & ol URd Har g, dfch Sl H 'faxig
HIGRET (Financial Literacy) it faswRid &vdr g
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afY® TR 3R I3

dT U9 gaav)

T

qR

aciopr U

2030 TP AP TR W 8.5 HRIS BIATRI B! HH! 81 BT AHTAM 81 HRd F1 'FRpd-ars® Isfed Aisd’ 30 HH &l U & T FUR B

giuy fayeat

I8 URUR® HRIRT MR Y
a1 o S HTUJ g1 24.50
ARG Y 3HfIF HRIRI oI uflRifea
HT I ST T MU
3faRT § o BT &

Wradiet (Afgar S

g HRIBHH 3TH T AH ]
d% Alsdl H ITHIAT ot A
&1 §¢Id1 & WG 5| 82 HHI
o™ Bl & 71eIH T 59
TR = fear T g

T (Nuvya)

Tg feafal & fie te T-doR g
3mepiel frat # feforea A e,
s REYd S S=-A7 99
&= & ufRreror ¥ it fSfired favmsH
HI B 1 8
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P Ig goic 2026-27: Ul H1ASqY

e 3R Wy gHaRic! a3y fSSTg 3R Tl (AVGC)
10,000 T ® MES! BT HHD P NF HIRSR & U 3= fRreq 15,000 TP al H sy & 06T e
RTefT 3R 1.5 ATE Hedl-f&pa 3R DI UTRAE HT TS H0T forueM & &3 § YRd &1 AfY® A
PR &1 uRie iy Jaex (Integrated Township Model) HRd B 3R A ST T 3
&1 WSd IR G 6 & "AYH T 8" 1 B

SRR B

ey

YR &1 DI URE ofd paa 'feht a1 aféfrare do Hiftd =81 ¢, ug *armar smeutia Jeaid' &1 3R 9¢ W61 8| NSQF TS
DI AT BHAD) & HIEH I SNUAIRG R SHIARSG 18 H1 faag HRd &1 U 33T Hisd UaH Sl § | SIHARAD T arHiRT
1 TIHTH IUTNT, T3HTS TR 3R FARAR v uRT & WY, URA 2047 7% 'fapfad YR & ddhed & TY-T1Y "oy 9t pia
ST §7 &1 3R 3PRR g
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UPSC S U¥

0 Q. ¥ Si=ra g gar (National Skills Qualification Framework - NSQF) & g # frafuf@a syt & 3 #19-a1/@ wdt 8/32 (UPsc
Prelims 2016)

1. NSQF & dgd s fRrendf Faq siu=nie Riem & ey I g avadT TH10-UF U &R Ihdl 3|
2. NSQF & HdIeH &1 e BT S(Ufard aRum e iR S fRien & aia sfaRigia faxitad o1 agrar ¢ g

il faU TN e &1 TN R el SR T
(@) Pad1 (b)PIA2 (c) 1R 23AT (d) Ta13MRTE 2

UPSC T URI&l 31 Uy

"YRA & SHAIRAD T ATHIR B T TS JUal H dga- & (o URURS IHat R1elT 3R YFAS SRS S & did & SRITTI ST BT JHTE BT
3ffard g 1"

BIferT Sofc IIyuMaf 3R IRGRI Ugdl & fa-y deH ¥, 'fawfia URd 2047' & fdvH & U &+ H "SI Slia--ash SRHIur & YT &1
THTAHTED [yl ST (250 eg, 15 3iP)
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Beyond political reshuffles, renew education in India

hen Parliament assembles next

week, there will be debates,

disruptions and legislation.

Television studios will reduce
complex issues to political arithmetic, and
headlines will declare winners and losers. Yet, 1
cannot help asking whether the true measure of
Parliament is not by the number of Bills it passes,
but by the questions it chooses to confront and
resolve. For the past several days, one such
question has been waiting outside its doors. My
husband, Sonam Wangchuk, scientist, engineer,
educator and social reformer, has been on an
indefinite fast. Every morning I watch with
growing anxiety as his body weakens. His body is
paying the price for a conviction that education
deserves the nation’s urgent attention. Every day
begins with the same silent question: how much
longer can his body endure?

This is not merely a family’s private concern. It
has become a test of our national conscience.
Those who choose the path of non-violent
sacrifice hope their suffering will awaken
society’s conscience to a greater purpose. If this
fast culminates only in the resignation or
reshuffling of the Union Education Minister, India
would have reduced an extraordinary act of
conviction and personal sacrifice to an ordinary
political outcome. Public accountability is the
cornerstone of democracy. Ministers must have
the moral courage to own their failures and step
aside when necessary. But individuals are
transient; institutions endure. More important
than replacing a Minister is defining an
educational future for which every Minister,
regardless of party, is held accountable.

Fifteen years ago, around half of India’s
population was under 25. Economists celebrated
this as India’s demographic dividend, perhaps the
greatest developmental opportunity available to
any nation in the 21st century. In one of my
articles, I had argued that while India has
invested significantly in access to education, it
has missed out on excellence. Enrolment has
grown, but learning has not been transformed. If
India aspires to become a Vishwa Guru, it must
educate this generation differently. But India
seems to have missed the opportunity.

‘What demographic dividend is

A demographic dividend is realised by producing
better thinkers, wiser leaders, confident
innovators, skilled researchers and teachers,
ethical entrepreneurs, honest public servants and
compassionate citizens. This, therefore, is the
moment to rise above personalities, parties and
politics. Sonam Wangchuk’s fast should become
the catalyst for a national awakening on the
future of education. The question is larger than
whether one Minister should resign. It is whether
India will dare rebuild the education system that
will shape the next century. We need more than a
reshuffle — we need reform, renewal, and a
renaissance. In my view, that renaissance rests on

&
Gitanjali J. Angmo

Founder of the
Himalayan Institute
of Alternatives,
Ladakh, and an
education reformer
and public intellectual
working to reimagine
education,
democracy, ecology
and Himalayan
futures through
grassroots leadership
and innovation

A personal
sacrifice must
inspire India’s
education
renaissance
movement

10 urgent reforms. First, reform the system of
examination. Assessment determines learning. As
long as examinations reward memory, schools
will teach memory. If examinations reward
thinking, schools will cultivate thinkers. Within
three years, every examination, from school
boards to JEE, NEET, CUET and the UPSC, should
progressively evaluate conceptual understanding,
application, creativity, analytical reasoning,
ethical judgement and real world
problem-solving rather than recall.
Competency-based assessment should become
the national norm.

Second, India must dismantle the coaching
culture that it has inadvertently created as a
parallel education system. Families spend
fortunes on coaching because India’s entrance
examinations reward repetition more than
reflection. Multiple examination windows,
greater weightage to school performance and
portfolios, and redesigned entrance tests can
gradually restore learning to schools and
childhood to children.

Respect for teaching

Third, build the world’s best teachers: No
education system can rise above the quality of its
teachers as is seen in Finland, Singapore, South
Korea and Japan. India needs a National Teacher
Excellence Mission that treats teaching as one of
the most respected professions through rigorous
preparation, continuous professional
development, mentoring, research opportunities
and leadership training.

Fourth, every vacant teaching position
represents thousands of lost learning
opportunities. Vacancies from Anganwadis and
primary schools to central universities, IITs, IIMs,
NITs and AIIMS should be filled through
transparent, merit-based recruitment within
three months.

Fifth, reconnect education with society.
Education must prepare young people not just for
employment but also for citizenship. Every
undergraduate should complete a semester of
apprenticeship, research, entrepreneurship, rural
immersion, community service or industry
experience before graduation. Knowledge
acquires meaning when tested against reality.

Sixth, India must restore faith in its
government schools. Every child deserves an
equal education until the age of 13, regardless of
income or geography. Laboratories, libraries,
sports facilities, digital infrastructure, sanitation
and qualified teachers should become guaranteed
minimum national standards. This can only
happen when policymakers have a personal stake
in public education and those responsible for
governing public institutions also trust them with
their own families.

Seventh, trust educational institutions with
greater academic freedom that they deserve.
Governments should define learning outcomes
and ensure accountability. They should not

micromanage pedagogy, curriculum innovation
or research. The world’s finest institutions
flourish because they are trusted to innovate,
collaborate and respond to local contexts.
Academic freedom produces excellence.

Eight, what is measured improves.
Transparency is one of the most powerful drivers
of reform. A real-time national public education
dashboard should be set up, on which every
stakeholder can compare schools and universities
using verified measures of learning outcomes,
teacher vacancies, infrastructure, research
output, accreditation, employability, and student
well-being.

Ninth, public investment in education should
rise to at least six per cent of GDP, accompanied
by an increase in research funding to at least two
per cent of GDP. Nations become knowledge
economies not through aspiration alone, but
through sustained investment in schools,
universities, laboratories and ideas.

Tenth, educational reform must outlive
electoral cycles and not begin afresh every time
governments change. India needs an
independent statutory national education reform
commission that establishes measurable national
benchmarks, audits implementation, publishes
annual progress reports to Parliament, tracks
outcomes across every State/Union Territory and
holds governments accountable to measurable
outcomes rather than political rhetoric.

Education beyond political divides

None of these reforms belongs to one political
party or to one ideology. Every government has
contributed something valuable, yet every
government has also inherited unresolved
structural weaknesses. Education must become
India’s first genuinely bipartisan national mission.
History offers nations only a few defining
moments when public attention, moral
conviction and political urgency converge. This
may be one of them. Parliament will eventually
adjourn. But whether the child entering class one
this year will grow into an innovator or an
imitator, a responsible citizen or a passive
spectator depends on the education we choose to
build today.

The question before India is no longer who will
lead the Ministry of Education. It is whether we,
as a nation, have the vision and the resolve to
build an education system worthy of our
children. That responsibility belongs not to one
government or one political party, but to every
citizen who believes that education is the
foundation upon which every other national
aspiration rests.

If Sonam Wangchuk’s fast helps us begin that
journey, then his sacrifice will not merely have
drawn attention to a crisis. It will have helped
awaken a nation. History will remember whether
we dared to transform a personal sacrifice into a
national renaissance. That responsibility belongs
toall of us.

Wangchuk frail; Delhi HC orders monitoring

He has lost over 9 kg; doctors maintain vigil as
his health worsened on 19th day of hunger strike

Aroon Deep
NEW DELHI

ith activist So-

chuk’s health
condition worsening on
the 19th day of his indefi-
nite hunger strike at Jantar
Mantar, the Delhi High
Court ordered the Union
and Delhi governments to
ensure regular monitoring
of his health.

Doctors warned on
Thursday that Mr. Wang-
chuk's health condition
had entered a critical
h Lamba, a doc-
tor who has been examin-
ing Mr. Wangchuk regular-
Iy, said he has lost over 9
kg, but remains “mentally
alert”. However, Dr. Lam-
ba warned later in the
evening that his body was
likely consuming muscles
and his organs may be
next.

Mr. Wangchuk's “blood

sugar today is 80 mg/dl,
and his pulse is 72 bpm,”
Dr. Lamba said. He said

that doctors were main-
taining “extra vigilance”
and that at his current
stage, Mr. Wangchuk’s uric
acid levels were likely ele-
vated as his muscles were
likely being broken down
by his body. He now

Earlier in the day, the
Delhi High Court ordered
that Mr. Wangchuk be “reg-
ularly medically checked
up by government doc-
tors.” A Bench of Chief Jus-
tice Devendra Kumar
Upadhyaya and Justice Te-
jas Karia asked Solicitor-
General Tushar Mehta
whether any mechanism
was in place to monitor Mr.
Wangchuk’s health. Mr.
Mehta submitted that Mr.
Wangehuk undergoes a
daily health check-up.

Holding ground: Wangchuk on hunger strike at Jantar Mantar in New Delhi demandi

Solicitor-General says activist undergoes a daily
check-up; govt. says it will intervene if required

o

nation of

Union Education Minister Dharmendra Pradhan over exam irregularities. SHASHI SHEKHAR KASHYAP

“He [Mr. Mehta] further
assures the court that de-
pending upon the opinion
of the doctors, whatever
medical intervention is

needed to check the dete-
riorating health condition
of Mr. Wangchuk will also
be taken,” the court re-
corded in its order.

The Division Bench
passed the direction while
hearing a public interest li-
tigation (PIL) petition filed
by advocate and activist

Rakesh Kumar Saini.

‘The petition sought ur-
gent intervention to safe-
guard Mr. Wangchuk's
health. Mr. Saini sought in-
tervention “even if forci-
bly” to save Mr. Wang-
chuk’s life.

Mr. Wangchuk has been
on a hunger strike de-
‘manding Education Minis-
ter Dharmendra Pradhan’s
resignation  over  issues
concerning the country’s
education system. On
Thursday, the Cockroach
Janta Party (CJP)'s protest
site filled up substantially
as more high-profile fi-
gures arrived at Jantar
Mantar to register their
support.

Three student suppor-
ters from the Communist
Party of India (Marxist-Le-
ninist)’s student outfit, the
AllIndia Students’ Associa
tion (AISA), were also at a
critical stage of their con:

PIL seeks urgent intervention, ‘use of force’ if
needed to protect noted environmentalist’s life

current hunger strike, Sai
Balaji, a former AISA presi
aid in a statement.

“Aameen is at risk of a
hypovolemic shock due to
dehydration, Neha's RBS
levels hover around a
dangerous 49 mg/dl and
Manish has lost more than
10% of body mass,” Mr. Ba-
laji said. Three other stu-
dents had ended their
strike in recent days, one
of whom had been hospi
talised and is recovering.

While there have been
calls for Mr. Wangchuk to
end his hunger strike, he
remained resolute, saying
calling off his fast without
any response from the go-
vernment would send a
wrong message. Instead,
he urged peaple to streng-
then the CJP's proposed
Parliament march on July
20.

(With inputs from Soi-
bam Rocky Singh and PTI)
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Kudankulam ‘data breach’
not connected to nuclear
activity at plant, says govt.

Jacob Koshy
NEW DELHI

Union Minister of State for
Atomic Energy Jitendra
Singh on Thursday down-
played concerns regarding
the data breach involving
electronic files linked to
the Kudankulam nuclear
power plant in Tamil Nadu.

“This [the breach] has
nothing to do with the nu-
clear plant or nuclear se-
curity,” he told The Hindu
on the sidelines of a press
conference. “There’s no
need for any immediate re-
view because what has
happened is not linked to
nuclear activity”

The nuclear establish-
ment, on the face of it,
does not seem perturbed
by the incident. A senior
official of Nuclear Power
Corporation of India Ltd.
(NPCIL) - the plant opera-
tor — told The Hindu that
the organisation was not,
at present, contemplating
a formal police investiga-
tion. “Right now, we aren’t
contemplating an FIR be-
cause it is Reliance’s data
that has been breached —
in fact, Reliance could take
such action if they wished
to. From our perspective,
no data regarding safety
has been shared [with Re-
liance Infrastructure Limit-
ed]. Such kind of informa-
tion on BoP (Balance of
Plant) is shared with many
companies,” Prateek Agra-
wal, Executive Director (CP
&CC), NPCIL, told The
Hindu.

Contract data

NPCIL said in a statement
late on Wednesday that the
drawings and technical
documents reportedly
leaked relate only to the
Engineering, Procurement
and Construction (EPC)
contract for the Common
Services-Balance of Plant

Q This (the breach) has
nothing to do with
the nuclear plant or nuclear
security... there is no need for  ¢§
any immediate review because

what has happened is not
linked to nuclear activity
JITENDRA SINGH

Union Minister of State

for Atomic Energy

Right now, we aren’t contemplating an

FIR because it is Reliance’s data that has
been breached — in fact, Reliance could take such
action if they wished to. From our perspecti

no data regarding safety has been shared [with
Reliance Infrastructure Limited]. Such kind of
information on BoP (Balance of Plant) is shared
with many companies
PRATEEK AGRAWAL, Executive Director, NPCIL

(BoP) package of Kudanku-
lam Nuclear Power Project
(KKNPP) Units 3 and 4,
which was awarded to Re-
liance Infrastructure Ltd.
through a public tender in
2018. The corporation
stressed that these facili-
ties are conventional in na-
ture, comparable to those
used in thermal power
plants and other process
industries, and are not
connected to nuclear safe-
ty or nuclear security sys-
tems. BoP refers to sup-
porting infrastructure,
auxiliary systems, and
components required to
make the plant operational
and excludes the core gen-
erating equipment.

The Staterun utility
said it had shared only in-
dicative drawings and tech-
nical specifications with
bidders as part of the ten-
dering process. Based on
these inputs, Reliance In-
frastructure prepared de-
tailed engineering draw-
ings in consultation with
the original equipment
manufacturers (OEMs),
which were subsequently
reviewed and accepted by
NPCIL after verifying that

they met the project’s tech-
nical specifications.

After  commissioning
two 1,000 Mwe VVER reac-
tors, the KKNPP is con-
structing four more similar
units with Russian techni-
cal know-how at Kudanku-
lam, which is all set to
house India’s biggest nu-
clear park with reactors
generating 6,000 MW nu-
clear power.

According to a Reuters
report, over 19,000 highly
sensitive files dating bet-
ween 2016 and mid-2025
and linked to KKNPP’s en-
gineering blueprints on
control, cooling. and venti-
lation systems, list of ven-
dors and suppliers supply-
ing equipment,
operational files on meet-
ing records, reviews of
joint inspection by the In-
dian and Russian engi-
neers, insurance policies,
etc., had been accessed by
well-known ransomware
group World Leaks.

The leak reportedly
originated from a server
hosted by third party pro-
vider, Yotta, belonging to
the plant’s contractor Anil
Ambani’s Reliance Group.

Wealth of lacunae

Cybersecurity, transparency are
non-negotiable in vital installations

T he ransomware attack against a contrac-

tor involved in the Kudankulam nuclear

power project is concerning, even if noth-
ing threatening the plant’s integrity was stolen. In
2019, malware was found on the same facility’s
administrative network, but the NPCIL main-
tained that the operational reactor network was
unaffected. The new incident extends the same
theme. India’s breach disclosure regime is incon-
sistent and often plainly opaque. Affected organ-
isations tend to believe admitting a breach will
damage public confidence, share prices, con-
tracts, and invite regulatory scrutiny. So, they
tend to ease their language in public statements
and avoid disclosure until compelled. Many or-
ganisations also lack mature incident response
capabilities, not uncommonly because they treat
cybersecurity as a matter of compliance rather
than necessity. So, assessing what data has been
affected in the early stages of an attack becomes
technically impossible. According to public infor-
mation, the facility’s core infrastructure is unaf-
fected; instead, a group called ‘World Leaks’
mounted a ransomware attack compromising
systems belonging to Reliance Infrastructure,
one of the engineering contractors of Units 3 and
4. The data in the incident were hosted by Yotta
Data Services, which said it detected suspicious
activity on its servers on May 29.

According to open-source intelligence plat-
form RansomLook, the data began appearing on
World Leaks on June 11. However, the NPCIL is-
sued a formal clarification only on July 15, follow-
ing widespread media reports. Some 14.3 GB of
files have been released, including the layouts of
ventilation systems, floor plans of an alleged
“control room”, supplier and vendor lists, and in-
surance paperwork. While the files have not been
independently authenticated, the actors and
their incentives merit a closer look. The NPCIL
has said that the files only pertain to infrastruc-
ture beyond the facility’s nuclear island. Howev-
er, such information can still serve so-called intel-
ligence preparation activities. India is the
third-most breached country and has already
brooked similar attacks against AIIMS Delhi, air-
lines, and State government portals. In this mi-
lieu, the government has positioned Kudankulam
as the centrepiece of India’s nuclear power ambi-
tions. As CERT-In is conducting an investigation
and Reliance and Yotta have shared their findings
with the government, CERT-In and NPCIL should
also clarify the nature and authenticity of the
files, whether data were exfiltrated before detec-
tion, and whether any credentials or supplier ac-
counts have been exposed. Radical transparency
is impossible here but basic cyber-hygiene and
proactive communication are non-negotiable.

YouTube Homework

Iran’s Nuclear Programme

IAEA

India-Australia Nuclear Agreement
India-USA Nuclear Agreement
Nuclear Plants In India
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How serious

What exactly was leaks

protecting the data? Why is the leak significant?

EXPLAINER

Aroon Deep
The story so far:

n Wednesday, reports broke
out that multiple gigabytes of
data pertaining to operations

at the Kudankulam Nuclear
Power Plant in Tirunelveli district of
‘Tamil Nadu had been copied and
subsequently leaked as part of a
ransomware attack. Reuters reported that
the breach was part of an infiltration into
Reliance Anil Dhirubhai Ambani Group’s
Reliance Infrastructure Ltd, and
contained 14.3 GB of data on the power
plant’s operations. The data has been
hosted on World Leaks, which is a Dark
Web site hosted by cybercriminals who
infect vulnerable firms with ransomware,
threatening to leak the data if the ransom
is not paid. The site claimed that the
ransom was indeed not paid, and so it
leaked the data. The Hindu opened the
site and reviewed the index of files, which
amount overall to 1.2TB, a slice of which
pertained to the Kudankulam plant.

‘Was the reactor affected by the data
leak?

“The files do not pertain to the core
reactor’s operations, which are the most
sensitive in a nuclear setup,” Nuclear
Power Corporation of India Limited
(NPCIL) said in a statement. “NPCIL
reiterates that the information claimed to
be available in the public domain pertains
only to conventional Balance of Plant
(BOP) common service facilities and does
not relate to any nuclear safety, or nuclear
security-related systems or information,”
it said in a statement.

A spokesperson for the Reliance Group
told The Hindu that it “was informed by
Yotta Data Services Private Limited
(Yotta), its third-party data centre service

Aview of the Kudankulam Nuclear Power Plant in Tirunelveli district of Tamil Nadu. N. RAJESH

provider, of a cybersecumy incident
involving an

What did Yotta say about the cyber
2

attack that resulted in a partial breach of
data hosted on one of Yotta’s servers,”
and that “Yotta has confirmed that
enhanced security monitoring and
preventive controls are now in place. The
Company has directed Yotta to conduct a
detailed investigation and submit a
report.”

“No ransomware execution, data loss
or lateral movement occurred,” Reliance
said in a stock exchange filing. The files
reportedly include multiple drawings of
“blueprints and supplier details, meeting
and inspection records, equipment
reviews,” and a $112 million insurance
policy against terrorist attacks, though it
is unclear what the premium amount for
this insured sum is.

Yotta, which runs data centres across the
country, characterised Reliance as its
“customer’s private cloud environment,”
but said it took steps to address the
infiltration as it was detected on May 29.

“Yotta's managed endpoint security
controls detected suspicious activity on a
file server of our customer, Reliance
Infrastructure,” the company told The
Hindu. “We acted immediately: the
suspicious process was terminated, and
the affected server was isolated,

e
from executing. Our technical assessment
confirmed no evidence of ransomware
encryption and no lateral movement to
any other server or system within the

The incident was limited to this single
customer-managed server, with no impact
on any other Yotta customer or on Yotta's
shared cloud platforms, Al cloud
infrastructure, datacentre infrastructure
or other services.”

‘Why does the data leak matter?

The revelations have sparked “absolute
commotion” among top officials at the
power plant, even as they downplay the
impact of the findings.

The plant has commissioned two 1,000
Mwe VVER reactors, allowing for a power
supply of up to two gigawatts. The
reactors are built in partnership with the
Russian firm Rosatom, and the
government is planning four more such
units, which would triple the installed

customer’s private cloud

power production capacity at the facility.

s Kudankulam data leak?

in the data breach? How did it occur? Did the breach affect any nuclear or reactor-related systems? Who was responsible for

THE GIST

v

The data has been hosted on
World Leaks, which is a Dark
Web site hosted by
cybercriminals who infect
wvulnerable firms with
ransomware, threatening to
leak the data if the ransom is
not paid.

v

Yotta, which runs data centres.
across the country,
characterised Reliance as its
“customer’s private cloud
environment,” but said it took
steps to address the infiltration
as it was detected on May 29.

v

The revelations have sparked
“absolute commotion” among
top officials at the power plant,
even as they downplay the
impact of the findings.
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ST # Nuclear Energy & AT HITaTHS
(Structural) ©d @restt (Legal) @i=m

UPSC Mains, Prelims T¥IT §23e7 @ gfeanivr & 7Ig faver
HIAT HgaqoT &l

). FTErATHF (Structural Framework)

(A) AT FHAAT fa3imar (Department of Atomic
Evergy - DAE)

TYaT: 1954

e geraaAt FTATeTA (PMO) 2 37EfieT w1 BT
STRT & YATY FHel wHgwH T Fdl= Afd-Iaaiar oo
THTTF 137 &)

YIHTIT FHedl i
SIS TG TamrT
AT feletel! 3Gt
YIHATY] $eIT GaeiaT

(8) AT FHAAv 3T (Atomic Energy Commission -
AEC)

TTYSTT: 1948

DAE @} et FT faefoor Fear #

~3TEAYT TTHTAT: DAE & T g &l

(¢) AT STt faar#HE s (Atomic Energy Regulatory Board -
AERB)

T9<TT: 1983
3297: - Nuclear Safety, Radiation Protection, Nuclear Plants @ IJRgT
T ST BT
fafigror va gegiT AT FHT UTeTeT

A AERB T Zad [9zmoan T et & SAfeir & ifda Fads aeire
& HIIT s FHT I F) oIredt F 8

(D) Nuclear Power Corporation of India Limited (NPCIL)
94T 1987

ATocifaids G &1 3ugA (PSU)

@14 - Nuclear Power Plants T TSiAToT Ta Jerrerst

(E) Bharatiya Nabhikiya Vidyut Nigam Limited (BHAVINI)
Fast Breeder Reactors T
HIT URAIGISIT: - Prototype Fast Breeder Reactor (PFBR), &HeTqachal

(F) Bhabha Atomic Research Centre (BARC)
HIS - SR T GHH Nuclear Research Centre
SIJTETT - Reactor Technology, Nuclear Fuel Cycle
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2. w1t (Legal Framework)
(A) Atomic Energy Act, 1962
. TFIH Wﬂ@ﬁfﬂ?ﬂ

WW
THATI] FeAf U Fg IRHR T YOT fa17=07
- Nuclear Material T 31eT
. T
° ?j?g—nt

CTTSAAIT
o ey ugrdt @7 fAFTT

(8) cCivil Liability for Nuclear Damage Act, 2010

Nuclear Accident g1 YT HITIGIT JIA LT 3T
ﬁ?)wam
Operator Liability
»  Victim Compensation
. Supplier L/ab/htg (Section 17(b))
o SHI G @ HRUT 3 fAgeft Fufa F SRT FH
1SareT Y o1en? TareTdt sell]

(C) Environment Protection Act, 1986
Nuclear Projects @& oI Environmental Clearance
g1 Teherst (E1A)

(D) Disaster Management Act, 2005
*  Nuclear Emergency Management

* Disaster Response

*  Preparedness

(E) Radiation Protection Rules Da Safety Codes
- AERB gRT it

* Radiation Safety Standards

*  Nuclear Waste Management

*  Worker Safety

3 JaTIrgtr Tm"l??ﬂ'a'ﬁlT (international Framework)
SR T TN/ aFgar 3 ofeT &

* IAEA (International Atomic Energy Agency)

< Convention on Nuclear Safety v

< Convention on Early Notification of Nuclear Accident

< Convention on Assistance in Nuclear Accident

«  NSG (Nuclear Suppliers Group) Y (TRd Tgea & &)

. g)PT (Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty) X (9T EIGRFHAT &t

«  CTBT (Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty) (9T
g i) v &)
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Court-issued injunctions help to stop five child
marriages in Rajasthan’s Sikar on a single day

Mohammed Igbal
JAIPUR

In a major boost to the ef-
forts for eliminating child
marriage, five such allianc-
es were prevented on a sin-
gle day in Rajasthan’s Sikar
district through court-is-
sued injunction orders, fol-
lowing coordinated action
by the police and voluntary
groups working for the pro-
tection of child rights.

Among the children res-
cued were two boys aged
nine and 12 years, who
were to be married to the
girls of similar ages under
the traditional Aata-Saata
(exchange alliance) prac-
tice. Another case involved
a girl below the age of 18
years.

Gayatri Seva Sansthan, a
partner organisation of Just
Rights for Children (JRC),

Among those rescued
were two boys aged
9 and 12, who were
to be married to girls
of similar ages

received information that a
minor girl was being mar-
ried in a village under Go-
kulpura police station.
When the organisation’s
members, accompanied by
the police, reached the vil-
lage to intervene, some pe-
ople attempted to conceal
the facts and the girl’s fami-
ly tried to mislead the pol-
ice by claiming that she
was an adult. The girl’s
date of birth was eventual-
ly verified through school
records, which confirmed
that she was below 18 years
of age. It was also found
that she was being married
to a 42-year-old widower.

During the intervention,
the team discovered that
two more marriages involv-
ing boys aged nine and 12
years from the same family
were scheduled to take
place after a couple of days
under the Aata-Saata
custom.

Gayatri Seva Sansthan
immediately approached
the Additional Judicial Ma-
gistrate, Sikar, under the
Prohibition of Child Mar-
riage Act, 2006, seeking in-
junction orders to prevent
the marriages. The court is-
sued injunctions directing
that none of the children
could be married before at-
taining the legal age of mar-
riage, thereby preventing
all five child marriages.

Issued by the court of
the Judicial Magistrate un-
der Section 13(1) of the Pro-
hibition of Child Marriage

Act, an injunction order
empowers the authorities
to proactively prevent a
child marriage before it oc-
curs. The court also usually
declares that a child mar-

riage solemnised in contra-

vention of the order would
be void ab initio (from the
beginning).

After his marriage was
stopped, the I12-year-old
boy said he dreamt of be-
coming a lawyer and feared
that the marriage would
have forced him to aban-
don his education and take
up work instead.

‘Not confined to paper’

Gayatri Seva Sansthan’s Di-
rector Shailendra Pandya
said here on Thursday that
Sikar was emerging as a
leading district in effective
implementation of the law
against child marriage.

“During Akshaya Tritiya
earlier this year, Sikar wit-
nessed the first-ever use of
court injunctions to pre-
vent the child marriages of
two girls,” he said.

Mr. Pandya, a former
Member of the Rajasthan
State Commission for Pro-
tection of Child Rights, said
the interventions by volun-
tary groups had sent a
strong message that the law
against child marriage was
no longer confined to paper
and was now being en-
forced firmly.

JRC national convener
Ravi Kant said the sustained
awareness campaigns
launched by non-govern-
ment organisations were
supporting the local com-
munities in coming forward
to report child marriages
being planned in their vi-
cinity.

YouTube Homework

NCPCR
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NFHS-6 (2023-249) & AR RT & FTeT faaTe 7 HHT 377 & oifabat e 3r3ft oft v
HecaquT FrATIoE Felld! st &5 &
NFHS-6 & HJHATZ Child Marriage @ R

NFHS-6 NFHS-S (2019~
(2023-24) 21)
20-24 o #} AR foladht ot 13 o & vget g€ | 200% 233%
25-29 o & YV ottt engt 21 ot & vget &5 1S.9% 17.7%
TTHT- IgH FHaT
o AT @F: 20-24 T FI 23.3% FARSTIT FF gt 13 T I Uges &5/
. oEd 8 TE siwET 1.49% 2
73 farsamtt
SRT F qTeT faang # 27 & favrae o775 &)

qrHtor Q3 A FHESAT gL S F JeAaT A AT WA 2
o TN, ARG TeIfHaHT, TIHI AT SR AREHAT ARATA & HRT R & Jer
BT &, difarnat 3 A & gaaldt ansft oft gt 25 &)
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). FTEATHF (Structural Framework)

(#) aféem v arer fawrr dF1eTd (Ministry of Women and
Child Development - MWCD)

&Te7 fdarg IHereT 8g AISeT HIATETH|

s &1 Td el & AT JHOT

Mission Shakti It Fetamai’ @1 Tererat]

(B) e Af¥erm v aver fawrar fasmar
6 ITR W FHIT HT A0
ST AT 3If3177T Pa fadRratt

(¢) child Marriage Prohibition Officers (CMPOs)
Prohibition of Child Marriage Act, 2006 & Jed ﬁ'ﬂ?n"l
UHH FH1H:

gTeT faaTg Ah<T

folmraar & o=

YIcIaT Od GoIareT o T THa|

T a=ar # Jer Jlaf2ia &)

(o) Tarer e

faenfaardt (DM) v Jufaenfasrdt (sdM) # faarrdt #
HIATS |

T §TeT faaTg @ =i fHoret U JAhTH]

2. Freatt (Legal Framework)

(A) Prohibition of Child Marriage Act (PCMA), 2006

HZH Tefet

T UTTETT:

oTSH I HAIH faaTg 3T 18 T

&3 I FSAIH faaTg 3T 21 T

8767 TAdTg HRaTall, QT HIAT AT IHH HTIT AT G127 U |
SifAeTor 16T faaTE Voidable (AT 2IRT 2 160 T Fahal alot) & &1
P e uREIA (e 31ugRvr, aeehd) T eraeet faatg) # faare Void

HISAT AT Tbhdl ?/

(B) Protection of Children from Sexual Offences (POCSO) Act, 2012
18 a5 I B 3T & AlF & T AT Tael IR &

§To7 faaTe o ATHCH A ot o179 & FehaT &l

(C) Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Act, 201S
GIEATIT F==1 o TRV Td Yaaray a1 JTaeiTaT|

(D) Right of Children to Free and Compulsory Education (RTE) Act,
2009

6-14 a% I fare[edh TF Hlaiarer foIgT)

FIeIT & e A aTET AATE kT A FETAF |

(E) Protection of Women from Domestic Violence Act, 2005
§TeT 018 o §1¢ 3 Te] [oT o HIFGH # FJR0T

(F) st = FfZar (BNS), 2023
GTaRST TaaTg, TUERT, HITT ek’ TF =] & 1035 RT3 AdfeT

GIae/TsT o7Ta] & Tehel &l
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PM Modi to flag off India’s
first hydrogen-powered
train from Haryana’s Jind

Unlike traditional trains, it generates its own power through chemical reaction between hydrogen
and atmospheric oxygen; PM will also inaugurate, lay foundation of projects worth 25000 crore

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

n a push towards sus-
l tainable  transport,

modern healthcare,
and advanced connectivi-
ty, Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi is scheduled to vi-
sit Haryana, Chandigarh,
and Punjab on Friday on a
day-long tour in which he
will unveil initiatives va-
lued at over 25,000 crore.
The highlight of the multi-
State visit will be the flag-
ging-off of India’s first-ever
hydrogen-powered  fuel
cell train at Jind in
Haryana.

Designed and integrated
indigenously, this 10-coach
train is among the world’s
longest and most powerful
hydrogen-fuelled passen-
ger trainsets, powered by a
3,200 horsepower propul-
sion system.

New expressways

Unlike traditional trains, it
generates its own electrici-
ty onboard through a
chemical reaction between
hydrogen and atmospheric

India’s first hydrogen-powered train, the NaMo Green Rail, is ready

oxygen, leaving behind wa-
ter vapour.

Besides, the Prime Mi-
nister will proceed to the
Eklavya Stadium in Jind to
lay foundation stones and
dedicate to the nation na-
tional highway projects
worth 12,470 crore, in-
cluding Delhi-Amritsar-Ka-
tra Expressway, a 157.92 ki-
lometre, four-lane
access-controlled stretch
built at a cost of 9,680
crore, slashing the Delhi to
Katra travel time from 14
hours to six hours and

for operations on Jind-Sonipat route in Haryana. @NAYABSAINIBJP/X

Jind-Gohana  Greenfield
Highway (NH-352A) which
will reduce transit times
from two hours to just 40
minutes.

Mr. Modi will also lay
foundation stone for a
state-of-the-art Sikh mu-
seum in Kurukshetra, cele-
brating the legacy of the
Sikh gurus, alongside the
new medical colleges in
Bhiwani and Narnaul that
will be dedicated to the
nation.

In the afternoon, the
Prime Minister will arrive

in Chandigarh to inaugu-
rate and commission
healthcare and road infras-
tructure projects worth
34,700 crore.

Tertiary health centres
The infrastructure in-
cludes PGIMER Chandi-
garh’s Advanced Mother
and Child Centre, a 300-
bed tertiary care facility
tailored for high-risk preg-
nancies and intensive new-
born treatment along with
an advanced neuroscienc-
es centre, which will be an
integrated hub offering
neurology, neurosurgery,
and neuro-critical care
diagnostics under a single
roof. Prime Minister Modi
will also lay the foundation
stone of PM-ABHIM Critical
Care Block, a 150-bed
emergency response and
disaster backup facility.

Mr. Modi will also inaug-
urate the six-lane green-
field highway from IT City
to Kurali (Mohali) to
streamline inter-State tran-
sit between Punjab, Harya-
na, Himachal Pradesh, and
Jammu & Kashmir.
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Bills on FCRA,Vande
Mataram listed for
Monsoon Session

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Prevention of Insults
to  National Honour
(Amendment) Bill, 2026,
which seeks to amend the
1971 law to make the inten-
tional insult of, or disrup-
tion during, the singing of
the National Song Vande
Mataram a punishable of-
fence is among the five
new Bills listed by the go-
vernment for the coming
Monsoon Session of Parlia-
ment.

Apart from these, the
government has listed the
Foreign Contribution (Reg-
ulation) Amendment Bill,
which was introduced dur-
ing the Budget Session of
Parliament, and the Viksit
Bharat Shiksha Adhisthan
Bill, 2025, which is current-
Iy under the consideration
of a Joint Committee of
both Houses.

The other four new Bills
listed by the government
are the Registration of
Births and Deaths (Amend-
ment) Bill, which proposes
stricter provisions for de-
layed registration; the In-
come Tax (Amendment)
Bill, 2026; the Supreme

The government has
listed five new Bills
for the Monsoon
Session, set to

begin on July 20

Court (Number of Judges)
Amendment Bill, 2026;
and the Micro, Small and
Medium Enterprises Deve-

lopment  (Amendment)
Bill, 2026.
Legislative agenda

The legislative agenda cir-
culated among parliamen-
tarians does not include
the 130th Constitutional
Amendment Bill, which
seeks the automatic remo-
val from public office of
any person, including the
Prime Minister and Chief
Ministers, who has been
jailed for 30 days, and the
131st Constitutional
Amendment Bill, which
proposed the delimitation
of Lok Sabha seats to facili-
tate the implementation of
women’s reservation.

The Centre has not for-
mally confirmed or denied
reports that it may intro-
duce a revised version of
the Bill during the session.

Bills on FCRA,Vande Cong. to ‘strongly oppose’ move
to reintroduce delimitation Bill

Mataram listed for
Monsoon Session

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Prevention of Insults
to  National  Honour
(Amendment) Bill, 2026,
which seeks to amend the
1971 law to make the inten-
tional insult of, or disrup-
tion during, the singing of
the National Song Vande
Mataram a punishable of-
fence is among the five
new Bills listed by the go-
vernment for the coming
Monsoon Session of Parlia-
ment.

Apart from these, the
government has listed the
Foreign Contribution (Reg-
ulation) Amendment Bill,
which was introduced dur-
ing the Budget Session of
Parliament, and the Viksit
Bharat Shiksha Adhisthan
Bill, 2025, which is current-
ly under the consideration
of a Joint Committee of
both Houses.

The other four new Bills
listed by the government
are the Registration of
Births and Deaths (Amend-
ment) Bill, which proposes
stricter provisions for de-
layed registration; the In-
come Tax (Amendment)
Bill, 2026; the Supreme

The government has
listed five new Bills
for the Monsoon

Kharge urges Modi to convene an all-party meeting on the Bill; party identifies Ram Temple row, ‘corrosion’ of educational
institutions, and foreign policy failures as key issues for the Monsoon Session; INDIA bloc to hold strategy meet on Monday

Sandeep Phukan
NEW DELHI

he alleged embez-
Tz]umcm of dona-
tions at the Ram

Temple in Ayodhya, and
the “systematic corrosion”
of educational instituti

Session, set to
begin on July 20

Court (Number of Judges)
Amendment Bill, 2026;
and the Micro, Small and
Medium Enterprises Deve-

lopment (Amendment)
Bill, 2026.
Legislative agenda

The legislative agenda cir-
culated among parliamen-
tarians does not include
the 130th Constitutional
Amendment Bill, which
seeks the automatic remo-
val from public office of
any person, including the
Prime Minister and Chief
Ministers, who has been
jailed for 30 days, and the
131st Constitutional
Amendment Bill, which
proposed the delimitation
of Lok Sabha seats to facili-
tate the implementation of
women'’s reservation.

The Centre has not for-
mally confirmed or denied
reports that it may intro-
duce a revised version of
the Bill during the session.

were among the key issues
identified by the Congress
parliamentary  strategy
group on Thursday for the
forthcoming Monsoon Ses-
sion of Parliament.

The party also resolved
to strongly oppose any at-
tempt by the Centre to
reintroduce the Constitu-
tion (131st Amendment)
Bill, which proposes to in-
crease the strength of the
Lok Sabha and initiate the
delimitation exercise.

Congress president Mal-
likarjun Kharge wrote to
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, urging him to con-
vene an all-party meeting
before any revised version
of the Bill is introduced. “1
would, once again, request
you to convene an all-party
meeting to discuss the go-

vernment’s revised propo-
sals on delimitation, etc.,
and give us adequate time
to study them in detail be-
fore they are introduced in
Parliament,” he said.

In a post on X after the
meeting, Mr. Kharge said
the party would hold the
government accountable
over the alleged “chanda
chori” (donation theft) at
the Ram Temple, paper
leaks, the “systemic corro-
sion” of the education sys-
tem, institutional capture,
the breaking of political

o e
Congress chief Mallikarjun Kharge along with leaders Jairam
Ramesh, P. Chidambaram and others during the meeting, ANi

parties, corruption, infla:
tion, foreign policy fai-
lures, ethanol blending,
deforestation, and the al-
leged assault on the rights
of Scheduled Castes, Sche-
duled Tribes, Other Back-
ward Classes, and
minorities.

The strategy meeting,
chaired by Congress Parlia-
mentary Party chairperson
Sonia Gandhi, was attend
ed by Mr. Kharge, the
Leader of the Opposition
in the Lok Sabha Rahul
Gandhi, and senior leaders

K.C. Venugopal, P. Chidam-

3 Jairam Ramesh,
Shashi Tharoor, Manish Te-
mari Selja, Gaurav
Gogoi, and Manickam Ta-
gore, among others.

Addressing a press con-
ference, Congress's com-
munications chief Jairam
Ramesh alleged that the
Union government was at:
tempting to revive the de-
limitation Bill after failing
to secure the required two
thirds majority in the Lok
Sabha in April.

“Will maintain unity”

“The Congress party has
consistently maintained
that it will strongly oppose
the delimitation Bill and
will continue to do so. We
will also make every effort
intain the unity and
ty of all Opposition
ies,” he said, adding
party would also
oppose the proposed Con-
stitutional amendment re
lating to the removal of Mi-
nisters facing 30 days of
custody. The Congress
would oppose the pro-

posed  Viksit  Bharat
Shiksha Adhishthan Bill,
any amendment to the Fo-
reign Contribution (Regu-
lation) Act, and proposed
changes to the National
Food Security Act, if they
were introduced during
the session, he said.

He accused Union
Home Minister Amit Shah
of “splitting parties” to
manage a two-thirds ma-
jority by “cunningness”.

Mr. Gandhi and Mr.
Kharge were in touch with
all the parties that had sup-
ported the Congress on
April 16 and 17 in defeating
the government's delimita-
tion Bill, he added. The In-
dian National Develop-
mental, Inclusive Alliance
will also hold its strategy
meet on Monday, to evolve
its joint strategy.

Referring to Mr. Ra-
mesh’s comments, BJP
spokesperson Sudhanshu
Trivedi said that instead of
making political state-
ments, the Congress lea-
dership should focus on its
own internal issues.
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‘Frame policy for release of
aged, terminally ill inmates’

The Supreme Court orders States and UTs to draft uniform policy for premature release of such

prisoners within three months in coordination with the respective State Legal Services Authorities

Aaratrika Bhaumik
NEW DELHI

he Supreme Court
Ton Thursday di-
rected all States

and Union Territories to
put in place, within three
months, a uniform policy
governing the premature
release of elderly and ter-
minally ill prisoners, ob-
serving that such inmates
are entitled to a humane
and time-bound mechan-
ism for remission or early
release on compassionate
grounds.

A Bench comprising Jus-
tices Vikram Nath and San-
deep Mehta directed that
every State policy must
clearly lay down the eligi-
bility criteria and procedu-
ral framework governing
such releases.

“All States and Union
Territories shall, within a
period of three months
from the date of this judg-
ment, formulate and notify
a comprehensive policy for
early or premature release
of prisoners who are of ad-
vanced age and/or are ter-
minally ill. Such policy
shall be framed in consul-
tation with the respective
State Legal Services Auth-
orities so as to ensure insti-
tutional coordination and

Joint approach: The policy must ensure institutional coordination
to identify eligible prisoners, the court said. IsTock

effective identification of
eligible prisoners,” the
Bench said.

NALSA petition
The directions were issued
while hearing a petition
filed by the National Legal
Services Authority (NAL-
SA), which, based on in-
spections conducted in
prisons across the country,
pointed to the lack of a
common framework for
the premature release of
aged and terminally ill pri-
soners. The petition con-
tended that facilitating the
release of such inmates
would not only address a
humanitarian concern but
also help reduce over-
crowding in prisons.

The court directed that

every policy must incorpo-
rate a clear and uniform
definition of “terminal ill-
ness”. It permitted the
authorities to draw upon
the definition contained in
the Handbook on Prisoners
with Special Needs pu-
blished by the United Na-
tions Office on Drugs and
Crime (UNODC), which de-
scribes terminal illness as
“a condition where there is
no reasonable medical
possibility that the pa-
tient’s condition will not
continue to degenerate
and result in death”.

It also directed the
States and Union Territo-
ries to constitute indepen-
dent medical boards to as-
sess and certify cases of
terminal illness or ad-

vanced medical vulnerabil-
ity in accordance with un-
iform eligibility criteria
while considering applica-
tions for remission of pri-
son sentences.

To facilitate the imple-
mentation of its directions,
the Bench directed the Un-
ion government, in coordi-
nation with the National
Informatics Centre (NIC),
to provide the States and
Union Territories with
technical assistance, digital
infrastructure, software
support and training.

Compliance affidavits
The Bench directed the
Centre, States and Union
Territories to file com-
pliance affidavits within six
months, detailing the num-
ber of prisoners identified
under the policy, those
granted premature re-
lease, and those whose
cases remain under con-
sideration. The matter has
been listed on January 19,
2027.

The petition had point-
ed out that India’s prisons
had an occupancy rate of
131% as of December 31,
2022, and that terminally
ill and elderly inmates of-
ten require specialised
care that prison authorities
are ill-equipped to provide.
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Beyond weight loss: how GLP-1s can
affect your skin, hair and nails

‘The skin, hair and nail

Monisha Madhumita

LP4 (Glucagon-Like Peptide-1)

based medicines have changed

lhl‘ management of obesity,

ype 2 diabetes and metabolic

health acms (he world. Drugs such as
and tirzepatide are prescription
medicines, however, not cosmetic
treatments. Their primary role is medical:
improving weight-related health, blood
sugar control and cardiometabolic risk.
However, their effects are often visible
externally. For this reason, dermatology is
becoming an important part of the GLP-1
conversation.

Weight-skin connection
The skin, hair and nails are highly
responsive to changes in weight,
nutrition, hormones, inflammation and
physiological stress. When a person loses
weight rapidly on GLP-1 treatment,
changes may be seen in the face, body,
scalp and nails. These changes are not
usually dangerous, but they can affect
comfort, appearance, confidence and
quality of life. In some patients, they may
also signal nutritional deficiency,
worsening of an underlying condition, or
the need for medical intervention.

The most widely discussed change is
facial volume loss. As body weight
reduces, facial fat may reduce as well.
Some people notice hollowing of the
cheeks or temples, deeper folds, looser
skin around the jawline, or a more tired
appearance.

The phrase ‘Ozempic face’ is
mmmunly used, but it is not medically
precise. These changes can occur after
any significant or rapid weight loss,
whether or not medication is involved.
What is new now, is the number of
patients now experiencing medically
assisted weight loss and seeking advice
about the aesthetic consequences.

‘The skin on the body may also change.
After substantial weight reduction, loose
skin can appear over the abdomen, arms,
thighs, breasts or under the chin. In
humid climates, these folds can become
sites of sweating, friction, itching,
pigmentation, intertrigo, fungal infections
or bacterial irritation. In skin of colour,
post-inflammatory pigmentation in these
areas can be persistent and distressing.
For some patients, what begins as loose
‘may become a recurring medical
pmblem involving itching, odour, rash or
infection.

Effects on hair

Hair shedding is another common
concern. Many patients report increased
hair fall a few months after starting
treatment. This often resembles telogen
effluvium, a temporary shedding pattern
that can follow rapid weight loss, illness,
surgery, childbirth, crash dieting or
nutritional stress. The medication may
not be the only reason. Reduced intake of
protein, iron, vitamin D, vitamin BI2, zinc
or overall calories may Some

Addressing concerns: When a person loses weight rapidly on GLP-1 treatment, changes may be seen in the face, body, scalp and nails. For this reason,

dermatology is becoming an important part of the GLP-1 conversation. GETTY BAGES

patients may also have underlying female
pattern hair loss, PMOS, thyroid disease,
low ferritin or autoimmune hair loss that
becomes more apparent during weight
loss. Hair fall during GLP-1 treatment
should therefore be assessed properly
rather than dismissed. After thorough
examination, depending on the diagnosis,
treatment may include topical minoxidil,
low-dose oral minoxidil, correction of
nutritional deficiencies, anti-androgen
therapy in some women, platelet-rich
plasma, treatment of dandruff or scalp
inflammation, or clinical monitoring
when the pattern is self-limiting.

Nail changes receive less attention but
remain relevant. Patients may notice
brittle nails, peeling, ridging, slower
growth or easy breakage. These changes
‘may reflect reduced nutrition, frequent
wet work, thyroid disease, eczema,
psoriasis, fungal infection or anaemia.
Treatment should be directed at the
cause: moisturising the nail folds,
avoiding repeated trauma from harsh
manicures, checking for fungal infections
when indicated, and correcting
deficiencies when present.

GLP-1s to treat skin diseases
‘There is now a growing interest in the role
of GLP-1s in inflammatory skin disease.
‘These medicines may have
anti-inflammatory effects beyond weight
loss and blood sugar control. Early
reports suggest possible benefits in
conditions such as psoriasis and
‘hidradenitis suppurativa, especially in
patients who also have obesity, insulin
resistance or type 2 diabetes.

“This is clinically plausible. Psoriasis
and hi are not

GLP-1s are not beauty drugs.
They are powerful metabolic
medicines with visible

ian and a dermatologist

Skincare during GLP-1 treatment
should be simple, consistent and
barrier-supportive: a gentle cleanser,

der
early anti-inflammatory promi

simply local skin problems. They are
chronic inflammatory diseases that often
overlap with metabolic dysfunction.
Weight loss, improved insulin sensitivity
and reduced systemic inflammation may
improve disease severity in some
patients. Early studies and case reports
suggest that GLP-1 therapy may reduce
flares, pain, scaling, drainage or itching in
selected individuals.

However, the evidence is still
developing. GLP-Is should not yet be
presented as standard dermatology
treatments for psoriasis or hidradenitis
suppurativa. Their role may be most
relevant when inflammatory skin disease
and metabolic disease coexist, but larger
controlled studies are needed.

Planning ahead
From an aesthetic perspective, the
priority should be to plan rather than
panic. Patients who already have hair
loss, acne, pigmentation, psoriasis,
eczema, hidradenitis uppurativa, Ioow

regular moisturiser, sunscreen, and
treatment of specific concerns as they
arise. Retinoids, peels, lasers,
radiofrequency, ultrasound nghlenmg
fillers, biostimulators, platelet-rich plasma
or surgery may all have a role in selected
patients. However, timing matters. Major
aesthetic procedures are often better
planned once weight has stabilised,
because ongoing weight loss can alter
facial volume, skin laxity and procedural
outcomes.

Multi-pronged approach
‘The central message is coordination of
care. The endocrinologist or prescribing
physician manages the indication for
treatment, dose escalation, metabolic
response, systemic side effects and
long-term safety. The dermatologist
manages the visible and inflammatory
consequences: hair shedding, skin laxity,
pigmentation, acne, intertrigo, psoriasis,
hidradenitis suppurativa, nail changes
and procedural planning.

GLP-1s are not beauty drugs. They are
powerful metabolic medicines with
visible dermatological consequences and
early anti-inflammatory promise. Used
c.nv(ully. and with close wl]aher.mon

and

skin concerns or i

may benefit from a baseline dermatology
review before, or early during treatment.
This is especially important for women,
vegetarians, people with PMOS,
post-partum patients, those with heavy
menstrual bleeding, and patients with a
history of bariatric surgery or low iron
stores.

betweer
endocnnologm they can support
metabolic health while helping patients
manage changes in their skin, hair, nails
and aesthetic confidence in a safe and
informed way.

(Dr. Monisha Madhumita is a consultant
dermatologist at Saveetha Medical College,
Chennai. mail.monisha.m@gmail.com)

are highly responsive to changes in weight, nutrition, hormones, inflammation and physiological stress; patients taking GLP-1 drugs must plan ahead
and ensure they are used carefully, with coordination between the prescribing phys
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GLP-1 based medicines have
changed the management of
obesity, type 2 diabetes and
metabolic health across the
world. However, their effects
are often visible extemnally

-

These changes are not usually
dangerous, but they can affect
comfort, appearance,
confidence and quality of Iife.
In some patients, they may
also signal nutritional
deficiency, worsening of an
undertying condition, or the
need for medical intervention

-

From an aesthetic perspective,
the priority should be to plan
rather than panic. Patients who
already have hair loss, acne,
pigmentation, psoriasis,
eczema, hidradenitis
suppurativa, loose skin
concerns or nutritional
deficiencies may benefit from a
baseline dermatology review
before, or early during
treatment
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GLP-1s (Glucagon-Like Peptide-] Receptor Agonists)
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Breaching the target

Rising inflation leaves no room for a cut
in interest rates

l ndia’s retail inflation breached the RBI’s 4%

target for the first time under the new CPI se-
ries, rising to 4.38% in June from 3.93% in
May and about 2.7% a year earlier. The latest
print reflects a broader pass-through of price
pressures that had, until recently, remained con-
centrated at the producer level, largely driven by
spiralling transport and fuel costs since the U.S.-
Iran conflict in late February. Consequently, the
gap between wholesale and retail inflation has
only marginally narrowed. Wholesale inflation
(WPI), now based on 2022-23, remained elevated
at 9.87% in June, up from 9.68% in May. Fuel and
power continued to exert the greatest pressure
on producers, recording inflation of 27.41%, only
marginally lower than May’s 28.18%. As India im-
ports nearly 90% of its crude oil requirements,
the value of merchandise imports surged to $70.8
billion in June from about $54.1 billion a year ear-
lier, even though import volumes did not rise
proportionately. This underscores how imported
inflation, amplified by crude prices that briefly
crossed $110 a barrel, has driven systemic price
pressures across the economy. The rupee’s sharp
depreciation during the conflict added to these
pressures, although RBI intervention in the fo-
reign exchange market helped cushion the fall.
The transport category merits closer examina-
tion. Transport inflation more than doubled to
4.31% in June from 1.75% in May, while the sub-
group, “transport services for goods”, remained
elevated, rising to 7.70% from 7.63%. Another
notable pressure point has been restaurants and
hotels. Although the government announced a
modest reduction in commercial LPG prices ear-
lier this month, it has done little to offset the
steep increases through May and June, when the
price of a 19.2 kg commercial cylinder in Delhi
climbed to around 32,930 before easing margi-
nally. The system-wide impact is also evident in
food prices, with the Consumer Food Price Index
(CFPI) rising to 5.32% from 4.78% in May. Another
significant price pressure on the CFPI that must
be factored in is the projection of a deficient
southwest monsoon and its impact on agricul-
ture, though the extent will become clearer in the
weeks ahead. Meanwhile, despite the Centre
more than doubling import duties on gold and
silver from 6% to 15% in May, Commerce Ministry
data suggest that bullion imports have remained
robust amid global uncertainty, contributing to
higher jewellery prices and household inflation.
Although the ceasefire announced in late June
briefly eased crude prices, they have begun ris-
ing again. Given continuing geopolitical uncer-
tainty and persistent upstream price pressures,
inflation is unlikely to return to the RBI's 4% tar-
get soon, leaving no room for a rate cut at the Mo-
netary Policy Committee’s August meeting.
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It is not all bad between India and Pakistan

Pakistanis and Indians emerged in the

public domain, an acrimonious debate has
begun on whether India should reopen dialogue
with its neighbour, with most pointing to the
inability of Pakistan to ever live peacefully with
India. While this is understandable in the
aftermath of the Pahalgam horror (2025), the fact
remains that India and Pakistan have, on many
occasions, shown far greater circumspection than
their western counterparts and have also quietly
cooperated to a surprising degree. Clearly, there
is potential for cooperation. Equally, however,
this potential has been hit progressively harder
by terrorism.

E ver since a letter written by 117 eminent

Wars, yet with restraint

Every foreign correspondent writing on the
India-Pakistan relationship, will frame it with
reference to their three wars (1947, 1965, 1971).
But few realise that during all three wars, both
sides made efforts not to bomb each other’s cities
and civilian spaces. But there were some targets,
such as the church at Ambala that was hit in 1965
as Pakistan tried to target the air base. Military
historian Rana Chhina notes that the only serious
attack on civilian areas was at Chhearta, hours
after a ceasefire was called, but originally meant
to target a key radar station in Amritsar.

Even in 1971, both sides restricted attacks to
military targets, including oil storage sites. Official
sources in India note that military casualties for
all three wars at 8,211, while Pakistan’s broad
figures point to some 15,000. Sadly, no credible
sources are available for civilian casualties,
though accounts of the war show life going on
‘courageously’ in Pakistani towns, with the same
fortitude reported from Amritsar, a flash point in
all major wars. Consider that Allied air bombing
during the Second World War killed an estimated
3,00,000-6,00,000 civilians in German cities
under the new concept of “area bombing”.
Attacks against just Dresden, with hardly any

28
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Tara Kartha

Former Director,
National Security
Council Secretariat

Conflict has
made headlines,
but quiet
cooperation has
also shaped
India-Pakistan
relations

military value, killed 25,000. Then there was the
bombing of Tokyo that killed 1,00,000. Allied
planes even mined the seas to deny fishing in
“Operation Starvation’. Germany was hardly any
better, killing thousands but its crimes have been
recorded. Those by the West are hard to find, but
new ‘doctrines’ of both held human life cheap. In
contrast, India and Pakistan militaries kept to a
battlefield concept. Once terrorism came into
play, all these niceties were set aside. But even as
Pakistan suffered terror attacks, including two
attempts on General Musharraf’s life, in 2003, a
third was foiled quietly with Indian intelligence
support; that tacitly it acknowledged strong
Pakistani action against terrorist groups. True,
this was in the aftermath of 9/11, where Islamabad
was told to cooperate or ‘be bombed back into
the Stone Age” according to the General.

Fragile bridges

In yet another instance, after 26/11, President Asif
Ali Zardari, instructed his ISI Chief General Shuja
Pasha to visit Delhi and cooperate in the
investigation. This was flatly refused by the then
Chief, General Kayani. A year later U.S.
Vice-President Joe Biden was telling the British
that Mr. Zardari was afraid of ‘being taken out’.
Later, the ‘Memogate’ scandal had Mr. Zardari’s
fervent appeal for help against the generals.
Later, Nawaz Sharif reached out as well, being the
first to congratulate Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, and attending his inaugural in 2014. Mr.
Modi then made a surprise visit to Raiwind for a
Sharif family wedding in December 2015. In
January 2016, the Pathankot attack happened.
This time, Islamabad registered a case for
investigation. Less than a year later, Mr. Sharif
himself was forced out of office on corruption
charges that were never proven. Mr. Modi, Atal
Bihari Vajpayee and Manmohan Singh all invested
significant political capital in reaching out to
Pakistan. All three faced failure, with Manmohan
Singh particularly reviled for his efforts.

Then came the 2005 nuclear
confidence-building agreement, which still holds,
with the last meeting held in January 2026. In
contrast, arms control agreements between
Russia and the U.S. have collapsed. The
agreement was tested on March 9, 2022, when
India acknowledged that a technical malfunction
during routine maintenance led to the accidental
firing of a missile into Pakistan. No damage was
reported, and Delhi ordered a high-level inquiry.

While Prime Minister Imran Khan and
politicians reacted strongly, Gen. Qamar Bajwa’s
response showed notable restraint. Gen. Bajwa
also advocated using Pakistan’s geo-economic
potential by opening trade corridors with India,
possibly due to the country’s economic crisis.
However, most remarkably, even as India faced
Chinese incursions in Galwan, both countries
reaffirmed their ceasefire commitment during
Gen. Bajwa’s tenure, despite the earlier
abrogation of Article 370 in 2019.

There are many more instances of
cooperation, though not all are publicly
recorded. The constant point is that relations
deteriorated sharply once terrorism began,
initially targeting the military and more recently
civilians, as seen in the horrific Pahalgam attack.
Pakistan has suffered further as groups it once
supported, such as the Taliban, turned against it.

The path to cooperation

In 2025, terrorism rose by 34% amid growing
unrest in Occupied Kashmir, the tribal areas and
Balochistan. Years of military rule have weakened
state institutions. Yet, cooperation remains
possible in areas such as glacial melt,
stubble-burning alternatives and particularly
narcotics trafficking, an area where both
countries have previously worked together. The
key step is for Rawalpindi to demonstrate clearly
an end to its support for terrorism. That could
even open the way for a renegotiation of the
Indus Waters Treaty to mutual benefit.
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Why is Maharashtra’s Ladki
Bahin scheme under scrutiny?

What do beneficiary cuts and CAG findings reveal about its implementation?

Vinaya Deshpande Pandit

The story so far:
head of the 2024 Assembly
elections, the Maharashtra
government launched the
Mukhyamantri Majhi Ladki
Bahin Yojana. Under this scheme, eligible
women in the State receive 31,500 every
month through Direct Benefit Transfer
(DBT). At its peak, the scheme covered
2.43 crore beneficiaries. However,
successive rounds of verification over the
past two years have led to the removal of
lakhs of beneficiaries, bringing the total
down to about 1.66 crore women.

The recent information about the
removal of lakhs of women from the
beneficiaries’ list has sparked criticism,
and the Comptroller and Auditor General
(CAG) has raised concerns about the
scheme.

‘Who is eligible to receive funds under
the scheme?

‘Women who are residents of
Maharashtra, aged between 21 and 65
years, with an Aadhaar-linked bank

account, and belonging to a family with
an annual income of less than 2.5 lakh
are eligible to receive benefits under the
scheme. Women of any marital status are
eligible. However, only one woman per
family can avail of the benefit.

The State government has said the
scheme is aimed at promoting the
economic independence of women. It
also seeks to improve their health and
nutritional status, and strengthen their
role in family decision-making, according
to the government. The scheme is
implemented by the State’s Women and
Child Development Department.

What are the red flags raised by the
CAG in the latest report?

The CAG said the implementation of the
Mukhyamantri Majhi Ladki Bahin Yojana
during 2024-25 was marked by
“significant deficiencies in Budget
estimation, expenditure control, and
financial management.” While the scheme
was allocated ¥29,693.09 crore for the
fiscal year, the government incurred an
expenditure of ¥33,237.24 crore, resulting
in an excess expenditure of 33,541.16

crore. The CAG described the excess
expenditure as “unjustified” and said the
Women and Child Development
Department failed to provide any specific
justification for the overspending. It also
observed that funds for the scheme were
mobilised by reappropriating allocations
from other schemes. For instance,
33,490.75 crore was reappropriated from
the Lek Ladki Yojana. The State’s
supplementary Budget also allocated
326,200 crore for the scheme.

The CAG said that the scheme
undermined the principles of budgetary
discipline, financial propriety and
legislative control over public finances. It
said that “significant excess expenditure
remained unexplained” and that large
sums were drawn and parked in the
Disbursing Officer’s Virtual Personal
Deposit Account (VPDA). “This indicates
that the funds were not required for
immediate utilisation and were drawn
without actual expenditure needs,
contrary to the principles of budgetary
discipline and financial propriety,” the
CAG observed.

“A test check of vouchers exceeding

1,000 crore relating to the scheme,
aggregating ¥29,732.01 crore, showed that
15,586 crore drawn between January and
March 2025 was transferred to the
Drawing and Disbursing Officer’s VPDA,”
the report said.

Why have so many names been
removed from the beneficiaries’ list?
At its peak, the scheme had 2.43 crore
beneficiaries. According to the
Maharashtra government, the number of
beneficiaries has fallen from 2.43 crore to
L.66 crore. The government said the
names were removed after multiple
rounds of verification found that some
beneficiaries were no longer eligible. It
maintained that there has been no change
in the eligibility norms and attributed the
reduction to the verification process.

The government also cited that the
mandatory e-KYC requirement as a key
reason for the drop in the number of
beneficiaries, saying many women failed
to complete the process. A Shiv Sena
leader has now urged the State to extend
the deadline for completing the e-KYC
process. Meanwhile, the Opposition has
accused the government of using the
scheme to secure electoral gains. The
Congress has demanded the immediate
restoration of benefits for lakhs of women
who were excluded over e-KYC-related
issues, and called for an inquiry into the
implementation of the scheme.

The Opposition has also criticised the
government for failing to fulfil its promise
of increasing the monthly assistance from
¥1,500 to 2,100 ahead of the State
Assembly elections.

THE GIST

v

The CAG described the excess
expenditure as “unjustified”
and said the Women and Child
Development Department
failed to provide any specific
justification for the
overspending.

v

It also observed that funds for
the <NO>Mukhyamantri Majhi
Ladki Bahin
Yojana<NO=scheme were
mobilised by reappropriating
allocations from other
schemes,
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Revised CAFE III unveiled
for stakeholder suggestions

The latest draft broadly mirrors the second circulated earlier this year by retaining a flatter

weight-adjustment curve, thereby reducing the compliance advantage available to heavier SUVs.

Jagriti Chandra
NEW DELHI

he Centre on
T Thursday released
the third draft of

the fuel efficiency norms
for passenger vehicles set
to kick off from April 2027,
proposing to recognise eth-
anol, compressed biogas
(CBG) and other biofuels in
compliance calculations by
allowing manufacturers to
claim specified reductions
in declared tailpipe carbon
dioxide emissions.

The latest draft has been
released for stakeholder
consultation until August 6
after a year-long battle bet-
ween small and big car
makers on compliance
methodologies.

The latest draft broadly
mirrors the second circu-
lated earlier this year by re-
taining a flatter weight-ad-

M. 1 STV SR

Suggestions welcome: The latest draft has been released for

stakeholder consultation until August 6.

justment curve than the
original September 2025
proposal, thereby reduc-
ing the compliance advan-
tage available to heavier
SUVs. For cars which are
below the industry average
weight of 1,229 kg also, tar-
gets will be easier. The fleet

wide emission targets have
been relaxed by about 21%
compared to the original
proposal of last year.
Manufacturers will be
required to progressively
improve the fuel efficiency
of their fleets. The target
fuel consumption is pro-

posed to be tightened from
3.996 litre per 100 km
(94.76 gCO2/km) in 2027-28
to 3.327 litres per 100 km
(7890  gCO2/km) by
2031-32.

Unlike the current fra-
mework, compliance will
be assessed over two
blocks rather than annual-
ly — an initial three-year pe-
riod followed by a second
block of two years.

A key feature of the draft
is the Carbon Neutrality
Factors (CNFs), which re-
cognise the lower lifecycle
carbon footprint of renew-
able fuels such as ethanol,
compressed biogas (CBG)
and other biofuels.

Under the proposal, ma-
nufacturers will be allowed
to reduce the declared tail-
pipe carbon dioxide emis-
sions of their vehicles be-
fore compliance is
assessed.

YouTube Homework
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CAFE—III (Corporate Average Fuel Efficiency — Phase 1ll)
CAFE-Il $TRT IRFR gRT GadTiod a5 et gar (Fuel
Efficiency) TG €0, ITAT #HITh &, oIl AT argal
(Passenger Vehicles) & @P ZICI} 879} | SABT 329 qTgall bt

HTT et TUT 3T BT ITeAT FT 3T FHH FIT & 7T
& # TWHR 7 STHE CAFE-IIl HTIGS it F7 Raead! 3
7T #r &)

W@W
argell & €0, It R HHt
SereT 87T (Fuel Economy) F&T=IT
ST & #—WWW?@?#W
T Ud &R uRaeeT & agar

yHH farerans

. CAFE—II #1 7918 CAFE-I T3] §RTT

. GEIIfAT Fafer | sder 2027 A 31 A 2032/

. UIF aigsT [FATGr (Manufacturer) &5 79T U? Fleet Garsft
= I FTEAY) FT FTT €0, I URT HAT ¥ Haw
ST &I

- JER FlgoleT, gIgfAs, goifdgas (EV) T 57 a5

dahatlah! &I SZTaT TRl

oL &t aTet] FHeET
. “Bureau of Energy Efficiency (BEE) - FHcif #F161 &
SicidT
Fdl #AA11T (Ministry of Power) ZRRT JfAG=TT/ZTRE &3}
far e 2

mnﬁ?ryranar
qTEST Ul FT ITeF SeIT-FHoIeT IR FHH TGHVT ATeH AISCT
A vt g9
EV 3717 Hybrid WW}Z@?MWS‘/
MWW (faoIah Sifdld 3ot o//o4) FHicen' 3% ZIEIG|
8¢ Tahcll & AT IFH dabefiehl agelld et Ug Tahd &l
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U.S. expands Iran strike, hits
ship trying to run blockade

Iran retaliated by launching missiles and drones at US. allies in the region, and warned its attacks
may escalate; Tehran says American attacks have killed more than 35 people and wounded 300

Associated Press
DUBAI

he U.S. intensified
Tits strikes on Iran
early Thursday, hit-

ting targets farther north
and firing into a ship the
U.S. accused of trying to
break its naval blockade on
the Islamic Republic. Iran
retaliated by launching
missiles and drones at U.S.
allies in the region, and
warned its attacks may
escalate.

Days of back-and-forth
strikes by the U.S. and Iran
across West Asia — and re-
newed threats to the Strait
of Hormuz — have shred-
ded the interim deal to end
the Iran war and could tip
the region back into all-out
war. Iranian officials say
U.S. strikes have killed
more than 35 people and
wounded over 300.

The Carrier Air Wing 7 flying in formation over the USS George H.W.
Bush in the Arabian Sea during the West Asia war. AFP

For the first time in this
latest round of violence,
strikes also reached into
areas around Iran’s capital,
Tehran, showing a widen-
ing set of targets for the
Americans.

Col. Ebrahim Zolfagha-
ri, a spokesperson for the
Khatam al-Anbiya Central
Headquarters, threatened

that Iran could launch wi-
despread attacks on re-
gional infrastructure if the
U.S. acts on President Do-
nald Trump’s repeated
warnings that America
could hit Iranian bridges
and power plants.

“All the infrastructure in
the region will be crushed
under the steel blows of

the powerful armed forces
of the Islamic Republic of
Iran” should Trump’s
threat be carried out, Mr.
Zolfaghari said.

“Under no circumstanc-
es and in no way will we al-
low America, as a foreign
and extraregional country,
to interfere in the Strait of
Hormuz. This is Iran’s in-
vincible red line.”

The U.S. strikes early
Thursday hit around Teh-
ran, state media reported.
It also reported that Amer-
ican attacks targeted Sem-
nan province, home to
Iran’s ballistic missile pro-
duction and space
programme.

Iranian media also re-
ported “American missile
strike in the vicinity of
Qeshm” and “American
enemy’s aggression” on
the port city of Bandar Ab-
bas later on Thursday.

Iran slams
‘barbaric’
U.S. attack
near hospital

Agence France-Presse
TEHRAN

Tehran on Thursday ac-
cused the United States of
carrying out a “barbaric at-
tack” after a cancer hospi-
tal in Iran’s southwest, Ah-
vaz, was forced to evacuate
and the patients trans-
ferred to other medical
centres due to nearby
strikes.

“This barbaric attack,
reminiscent of Israel’s
atrocities against health-
care facilities, caused sev-
ere suffering and anxiety
upon the hospitalised chil-
dren,” Foreign Ministry
spokesperson Esmaeil Ba-
gaei posted on X, saying
“211 patients undergoing

chemotherapy” were
evacuated.
Hani, a 34-year-old

teacher from Ahvaz, said
the strikes were “very in-
tense”, adding: “My hands
are shaking. There were at
least 11, 12 explosions. My
ears are exploding.”

Israel ‘will keep troops in
Lebanon, Syria, and Gaza’

Agence France-Presse
JERUSALEM

Israel’s Defence Minister Is-
rael Katz told his U.S. coun-
terpart Pete Hegseth early
Thursday that Israel is de-
termined to keep its forces
in “security zones” it has
carved out inside Leba-
non, Syria and the Gaza
Strip.

In a statement, Mr.
Katz’s office said the two
men spoke overnight and
the Minister “emphasised
Israel’s determination to
remain in the security
zones in Syria, Gaza, and
Lebanon in order to pro-
tect Israel’s borders and
the communities near the
border from the threats
posed by jihadist forces”.

“We have never asked
the United States to act in
our place along our bor-
ders,” Mr. Katz said.

His comments come
days after U.S. President
Donald Trump asked Israe-
li Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu to pull Israeli

L fa
Israeli soldiers stand at the site where a house was damaged amid
hostilities between Hezbollah and Israeli forces. REUTERS

forces out of Syria and Le-
banon, according to U.S.
news outlet Axios.

Citing a U.S. official, Ax-
ios reported that Mr.
Trump told Mr. Netanyahu
the Israeli deployment was
fuelling tensions in Syria.

“They don’t want you
there. You should rede-
ploy,” Mr. Trump told him,
according to Axios.

After the December
2024 overthrow of Syria’s
long-time ruler Bashar al-
Assad, Israel sent troops
into a United Nations-pa-

trolled buffer zone that
separated Israeli and Syr-
ian forces on the Golan
Heights.

Israel has also carried
out repeated incursions in-
to Syrian territory since
then, as well as bombings,
and has said it wants a de-
militarised zone in the
country’s south.

In Lebanon, Israeli forc-
es remain deployed in
what the military describes
as a security zone extend-
ing roughly 10 kilometres
into Lebanese territory.
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Bangladesh diplomat
named head of UN
mission in Afghanistan

(N

Agence France-Presse
UNITED NATIONS

UN Secretary-General An-
tonio Guterres on Wednes-
day named a senior inter-
national official from
Bangladesh, Rabab Fatima,
as the new head of the Un-
ited Nations Assistance
Mission in Afghanistan.

A career diplomat who
served in several capitals
before representing her
country at the United Na-
tions, Ms. Fatima is cur-
rently the global body’s
high representative for the
least developed countries,
landlocked developing
countries and small deve-
loping states.

“Ms. Fatima brings to
the position over 30 years
of experience in national
and international civil ser-

Rabab Fatima

vice, encompassing bilater-
al and multilateral diplo-
macy, policymaking,
advocacy, program plan-
ning and implementation,”
the office of Mr. Guterres’s
spokesperson.

She takes over from Ca-
nadian Georgette Gagnon,
the deputy special repre-
sentative of UNAMA who
had been serving as acting
head of mission.
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« India-Australia

« Skill Development

«  Wangchuk

e  KudanKulam Power Plant
« Child Marriage

o Monsoon Session

« Uniform Policy for Jail

e GLP-Is

« Inflation
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* India-Pakistan Resu’t Mitra
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o USA-Iran

« Bangladesh Diplomat
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