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India’s Parliament must not stage its Cadaver Synod

n January 897 CE, Rome witnessed the
strangest trial in the history of the Church.
Pope Stephen VI ordered the corpse of his
predecessor, Pope Formosus, dug up from
its grave. Formosus had been dead for about nine
months. His body was dressed in papal vestments
and propped upon a throne in the Lateran
basilica. A trembling deacon stood beside the
corpse and answered questions on its behalf. The
dead pope was charged with perjury and with
violating canon law. He was, unsurprisingly,
found guilty. His election was declared void. His
acts were annulled. The three fingers of his right
hand, the fingers of consecration, were hacked
off. The body was then flung into the Tiber.
History remembers this spectacle as the
Cadaver Synod. It settled nothing. It disgusted
Rome, provoked an insurrection, and Stephen VI
himself was imprisoned and strangled within
months. Successor popes reburied Formosus
with honour and burned the record of the trial.
The lesson has endured for centuries. A tribunal
that sits in judgment over someone who no
longer holds the office it can take away does not
do justice. It performs theatre, and the theatre
degrades the tribunal more than the accused.

An impossible impeachment

India’s Parliament now stands at the edge of its
own Cadaver Synod. The Lok Sabha Speaker has
announced that the report of the inquiry
committee constituted under the Judges (Inquiry)
Act, 1968, into allegations against Justice
Yashwant Varma will be tabled when Parliament
reconvenes on July 20. The report was submitted
on May 18, 2026. The difficulty is stark. Justice
Varma resigned on April 9, with immediate effect,
giving up his official residence, vehicles and
amenities. His judicial salary has ceased. He has
revived his enrolment with the Bar Council and
may resume practice as an advocate. Whatever
the Allahabad High Court website may say, the
man is no longer a judge in any sense that the
Constitution recognises. The question before
Parliament is whether it should proceed against a
judicial corpse.

Begin with first principles. The Constitution
treats the conduct of judges as a subject beyond
ordinary parliamentary debate. Article 121 forbids
any discussion in Parliament of the conduct of a
Supreme Court or High Court judge in the
discharge of his duties, except upon a motion for
an address praying for his removal. The bar is
deliberate. The framers knew that a legislature
free to debate judicial conduct at will would soon

Sanjay Hegde

Senior Advocate of
the Supreme Court
of India

Parliament
must avoid a
purposeless
exercise over
the Justice
Yashwant
Varma report

hold judges hostage to majorities. So they
permitted one exception — and one alone.
Parliament may discuss a judge’s conduct only
when it is actually engaged in the solemn
business of removing him. The discussion is
incidental to removal. It has no independent
existence.

Removal, in turn, presupposes an office to be
vacated. Article 124(4), applied to High Court
judges through Article 217(1)(b), speaks of a judge
being “removed from his office.” The Judges
(Inquiry) Act creates elaborate machinery, a
motion, an inquiry committee, a report, an
address to the President, all directed to a single
constitutional consequence. The Act knows no
lesser penalty. It cannot censure, fine or
disqualify. It can only remove. Once the judge has
already left, the machinery grinds on with
nothing to grip.

A judge is a constitutional functionary

Has Justice Varma left? The Supreme Court
answered that question nearly half a century ago.
In Union Of India vs Shri Gopal Chandra Misra
And Ors. (1978), a Constitution Bench held that a
High Court judge’s resignation under the proviso
to Article 217 is a unilateral constitutional act. It
requires no acceptance by the President or
anyone else. A judge who resigns with immediate
effect severs the constitutional link at the
moment of his own choosing. A judge is not a
government servant whose resignation lies on
some desk awaiting orders. He is a constitutional
functionary who holds office by the Constitution
and may relinquish it by the Constitution. Justice
Varma’s letter said “with immediate effect”. The
link snapped on April 9. That his name lingers on
a website is an administrative carryover, not a
statement of law.

Precedent points the same way. Justice P.D.
Dinakaran resigned in 2011 while impeachment
proceedings were pending; the inquiry
committee was dissolved, and no report reached
Parliament. When Justice Soumitra Sen resigned
(2011) after the Rajya Sabha had actually adopted
the removal motion, the proceedings simply
ended. Parliament thereafter never took the
matter up. In both cases, the institution
understood that resignation extinguishes the
removal jurisdiction. The Varma committee,
unusually, continued its work after his resignation
and submitted a sealed report after his
resignation. Tabling that report as a formal record
may perhaps be defended as closure of the file,
but even that is strictly not necessary. The

Speaker can just inform Parliament that such a
report has been received, but no further action is
deemed necessary. Before Parliament proceeds
further, members must demand that it be advised
by the Attorney General, who must be
summoned to the House. Anything beyond
tabling would take Parliament into realms that no
legislature has gone before.

Consider what that territory looks like. If
Parliament can proceed to debate and vote upon
the removal of a man who is no longer a judge,
then the resignation of the judge is no barrier.
Neither, logically, is retirement. Nor, indeed, is
death. Every safeguard in Article 121 rests on the
premise that the discussion serves a live removal.
Remove that premise, and a future Parliament
could constitute committees against judges who
retired a decade earlier, or whose judgments
displeased a later majority. It could posthumously
arraign a Chief Justice for a verdict delivered in
another political era. The special majority
requirement would remain, but special majorities
have been mustered before and will be again.
Judicial independence does not depend on judges
being brave on the day of judgment alone. It
depends on their knowing that no legislature will
hold a synod over their record after they have
gone.

Close the file

None of this means that Justice Varma escapes
accountability. Impeachment is not punishment.
It is the removal of an unfit occupant from a
constitutional office, and that purpose stands
fully achieved. The office is vacant. If the burnt
currency notes found at his residence discloses
an offence, the criminal law applies to former
judges exactly as it applies to the rest of us.
Investigation, prosecution and trial remain open,
and are indeed the proper forum for questions of
guilt. His pension and terminal benefits raise
separate statutory questions that the government
may lawfully examine. What Parliament cannot
do is dress the corpse in robes and conduct a trial
that can end only in removing a man from an
office he does not hold.

Rome eventually understood this. Pope
Theodore II reinstated the ordinations of
Formosus and reburied him with honour in St.
Peter’s Basilica. Pope John IX condemned the
synod and burned its acts. The Church survived
Formosus. It nearly did not survive the trial of his
corpse. Parliament should table the report, note
it, and close the file. Let us not dig up old corpses
just for the stink.
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SC opposes use of SIR data for non-poll tasks

Court issues notice to the Election Commission
and Bengal govt. after Congress leader’s petition

Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

he Supreme Court
T stated on Friday
that the Special In-

tensive Revision (SIR) is on-
ly linked to elections as a
petition said the West Ben-
gal government is using
SIR data to delete names
from schemes ensuring
food security, women’s
welfare and Backward
Caste certifications.

Justice Joymalya Bagchi,
one of the three judges on
the Bench headed by Chief
Justice of India Surya Kant,
said the Supreme Court, in
its May 27 judgment in the
Bihar SIR case, had made it
very clear that the SIR out-
come cannot be used for
any other purpose, least of
all to conclusively deter-
mine citizenship.

“The Election Commis-

sion has a corresponding
duty to refer the matter to
the government for adjudi-
cation under the Citizen-
ship Act... Until and unless
that is done, for all other
purposes, the status must
go on. The EC is not a con-
stitutional authority re-
garding Articles 9, 10, 11
and 12 [dealing with citi-
zenship rights] of the Con-
stitution,” Justice Bagchi
observed. The court issued
notice to the EC, West Ben-
gal government, and the
Chief Electoral Officer of
the State on a petition filed
by Congress leader Prasen-
jit Bose that deletion from
electoral roll has resulted
in serious civil conse-
quences extending beyond
the right to vote.

Mr. Bose, represented
by senior advocate Gopal
Sankaranarayanan and ad-
vocate Neha Rathi, drew

Court declares that SIR cannot be used for other
purposes, least of all to determine citizenship

Key concerns

Petition raises issues on Bengal
government’s use of SIR data

€ Deletion
from electoral
rolls has led
to serious civil
consequences

O SIRdatais . ~ -
being linked with O Absence of publicly available guidelines

PDS and other
government

© Only 38,000 of 34
lakh appeals have been
heard so far; at present
rate, the appellate process is likely to take
nearly 21 years to complete

on filing of documents, conduct of
hearings and entitlement of excluded

schemes electors to file appeals

the court’s attention to
three orders passed by the
West Bengal government.
The petition said the State
issued a notification on
May 19 that purged voters
must not remain benefici-
aries of the Annapurna
scheme for cash transfer to
women unless they had
filed appeals before the SIR
tribunal.

On June 4, the State di-

rected the deletion of be-
neficiaries under the Pu-
blic Distribution System
(PDS) on the basis of the
outcome of the SIR. On
May 14, it issued an order
calling for authorities to re-
verify and cancel caste cer-
tificates of names deleted
from the SIR list.

“They have even linked
the PDS to voting,” Mr. San-
karanaraynan submitted.

The petition sought direc-
tions for streamlining the
appellate process before
the SIR tribunals, disclo-
sure of data, publication of
standard operating proce-
dure and a time-bound dis-
posal mechanism.

He said these orders
coincide with the snail’s
pace at which the tribunals
are hearing appeals of per-
sons excluded from the
electoral rolls of the State.
Only 38,000 appeals have
been disposed of out of a
total 34 lakh filed in West
Bengal. Out of the 38,000
appeals, 70% have been
cleared for re-inclusion in
the electoral roll.

“If only 38,000 appeals
of the 34 lakh appeals have
been disposed of, over 33.5
lakh appeals are still pend-
ing adjudication by the 19
tribunals... The delay in
the hearing of the appeals

are affecting civil rights.
Mechanisms should be put
in place to ensure transpa-
rency and accountability
in the appellate process.
The 19 tribunals should
have a website to upload
their orders and their stan-
dard operating proce-
dure,” the senior counsel
submitted.

He said that since 70%
of the appeals heard by the
tribunals have been al-
lowed, there ought to be
only a “minimum docu-
mentary threshold” for fas-
ter disposal of the appeals.
“If you have a passport,
that should be a clear pass
for citizenship,” Mr. Sanka-
ranarayanan argued.

The petition flagged the
absence of publicly availa-
ble guidelines on the filing
of documents, issuance of
notices, conduct of hear-
ings, entitlement of exclud-

Petitioner says State denying welfare, cancelling
caste certificates of those excluded from poll rolls

ed electors to file appeals,
supply of reasoned orders
or timelines for disposal of
the appeals. “These adver-
sely affect those whose
names have been deleted
in the SIR process and
could possibly lead to their
names being deleted as be-
neficiaries,” the senior
counsel contended.

“Civil rights of voters are
at risk here. Many of the
voters excluded from the
electoral rolls are poor, il-
literate and uneducated. It
is impossible for them to
file appeals either online
or offline unless ground-le-
vel legal assistance is pro-
vided and comprehensive
guidelines are issued in lo-
cal languages,” the petition
said.

Considering the issues
involved, the apex court
agreed to hear the case at
an early date.
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J&K’s Mansbal lake starts hosting migratory birds again

Peerzada Ashiq
SRINAGAR

Manasbal Lake, the coun-
try’s deepest freshwater
lake in central Kashmir’s
Ganderbal district, is on
the path of ecological re-
covery with the return of
migratory birds.

The lake is 43-feet deep
with a length and breadth
of 3.5 km and 1.5 kim, res-
pectively. Locals are up-
beat about the uptick in
the migratory birds bet-
ween December 2025 and
January 2026.

“The return of migrato-
ry birds prompted the Wul-
lar-Manasbal Development
Authority (WMDA) to hold
a bird watching festival in
the winter. Many rare spe-
cies were sighted by the
birdwatchers,” said Chief
Executive Officer of the
WMDA  Ahsanul Haq
Chishti.

According to official da-

biodiversity of the water body. FILE PHOTO

ta, the Mansbal lake was
home to more than 46 spe-
cies of birds belonging to
23 families, including Mal-
lard, White Headed Duck,
Eurasian Hoopee, Eura-
sian Collared Dove, Lesser
Pied Kingfisher, Golden Ea-
gle, Grey Backed Shrike,
Tickell’s Thrush etc.

Efforts paid off

Reviving the lake played a
major role in arrival of mi-
gratory birds. “Accumulat-
ed weeds on about 7202.50

cubic meters were re-
moved from the lake sur-
face. “The lake with clear
waters and long strips of
water channels is rejuve-
nating,” said Mr. Chisti.
What has added to the
health of the lake is the
dredging process over an
area of around 70,000
square feet, “restoring
freshness, clearing chan-
nels and maintaining the
lake’s depth”.
“De-weeding operations
managed to control the ex-

cessive growth of aquatic
vegetation that had severe-
ly impacted water circula-
tion and biodiversity of the
lake,” said Mr. Chisti.

Bilal Nasir Zargar, a wil-
dlife photographer from
Mansbal, said about five
years ago, there was a dip
in the lake’s water level, re-
sulting in lesser migratory
birds stopping by.

“However, I have again
started spotting migratory
birds like Horned Grib and
Long-Eared Owl and oth-
ers too, especially the last
winter. In the last two
years, water quality has
improved. I expect more
migratory birds to flock.
The lake, however, needs
attention on multiple as-
pects,” said Mr. Zargar,
who has documented the
migratory birds from the
last 12 years at the lake.

Meanwhile, the WMDA
has pushed for water bud-
geting “to know the quan-

tum of the lake’s carrying
capacity, volume of water
currently being lifted by
way of water supply
schemes, natural outflows
or other drawls and the
surplus quantum available
with the waterbody”.

Water budgeting
The water budgeting will
be carried out by the J&K
Water Resources Regulato-
ry Authority. “The idea is
that the water ecosystem of
the lake is preserved and
kept at a scientifically de-
rived level to maintain its
ecology,” said Mr. Chishti.
A three-pronged ap-
proach has been adopted
to further improve the wa-
ter quality in the lake. Ac-
cording to officials, a sew-
erage treatment plant and
an integrated solid waste
management plant spread
over one acre of land, will
treat the waste before en-
tering into the lake.
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Panel defers adoption of report on Bill
for removal of Prime Minister, CMs

Sobhana K. Nair
NEW DELHI

The Joint Committee of
Parliament reviewing the
legislation on the removal
of the Prime Minister and
Chief Ministers on serious
charges decided to defer
the adoption of a draft re-
port that had been circulat-
ed nearly a week ago, after
voting had been completed
on two of the five recom-
mendations made by the
panel at a meeting on
Friday.

The Constitution (One
Hundred and Thirtieth
Amendment) Bill seeks the
automatic removal of a
Prime Minister, Chief Mi-
nister or Minister after 30
consecutive days in judicial
custody, in order to ad-
dress what the government
describes as a vacuum in
cases where public func-
tionaries continue in office
during prolonged incarcer-
ation. The panel, headed
by BJP MP Aparajita Saran-
gi, made five recommenda-
tions in its draft report, in-
cluding replacing the Bill’s
provisions for a Minister’s
“removal” or requirement
to “cease to be a Minister”
with “suspension”. The re-
port was circulated to
members on July 10.

On Friday, when the
committee was voting on
each of the recommenda-
tions separately, it was de-
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The panel, headed by BJP MP Aparajita Sarangi, said the Bill has a
far-reaching impact, but need more consultations. FILE PHOTO

cided that more consulta-
tions with stakeholders
and discussions among
members were required.

“The Joint Parliamen-
tary Committee unani-
mously said this Bill has a
far-reaching impact on our
country. Everyone felt that
the government’s inten-
tions in bringing the Bill
were good, but we need
more consultations. So we
will keep the report pend-
ing for now,” Ms. Sarangi
told presspersons at the
end of the meeting.

According to sources,
voting on two of the re-
commendations had alrea-
dy been completed when
Ms. Sarangi received a
phone call and stepped out
of the meeting.

Upon her return, the de-
cision was taken to defer
the adoption of the draft

report. Sources said that a
few ruling party members
had also voted against the
first two
recommendations.

AIMIM MP Asaduddin
Owaisi and NCP(SP) MP Su-
priya Sule had submitted
dissent notes but withdrew
them after the panel decid-
ed to defer adoption of the
report.

‘No correlation’
It is learnt that Ms. Sule,
who is the only representa-
tive from the INDIA bloc on
the panel after other Oppo-
sition parties declined to
join it, argued that trigger-
ing automatic removal on a
30-day period of incarcera-
tion is arbitrary and has no
correlation with either the
guilt of the accused or the
gravity of the offence.

She is learnt to have ar-

gued that the Bill weapo-
nises the criminal justice
system for political vendet-
ta by creating a parallel sys-
tem of disqualification
without establishing the
guilt of the accused.

She reportedly rejected
the recommendation
made in the draft report to
replace “removal” with
“suspension”, arguing that
elected representatives
cannot be equated with
bureaucrats and that such
a provision disregards
their constitutional status
and democratic mandate.

The panel had recom-
mended that the Prime Mi-
nister, Union Ministers and
Chief Ministers be sus-
pended, rather than per-
manently removed from
office, if they are detained
for 30 consecutive days on
charges relating to serious
offences, pending the out-
come of legal proceedings.
It had also proposed an au-
tomatic reversal clause if
such persons are acquitted
or if the prosecution does
not proceed within a speci-
fied period.

The committee further
proposed that the term
“serious criminal offenc-
es”, as mentioned in the
Statement of Objects and
Reasons of the Bill, be de-
fined as offences punisha-
ble with imprisonment for
a term that may extend to
five years or more.
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Promise of chips
Chipmaking is more than a seasonal
obsession in India now

he second phase of the India Semicon-
T ductor Mission’s outlay far outpaces the

first, with a ¥1.27 lakh crore corpus direct-
ing the government’s purse on a wide range of
the electronics manufacturing ecosystem. As
with the first phase, the outlay is likely to be spent
lavishly on select individual projects in the form
of a capital subsidy (with the government shelling
out asmaller share than last time’s 50%), and ma-
nufacturing-linked incentives disbursed at a per-
unit level once sales are done. Incremental incen-
tive boosters have been promised for products
that leverage domestic capabilities and compo-
nents. The second phase promises to take for-
ward the government’s goals to make India a stra-
tegic destination for the electronics value chain,
and to grow such capabilities at home in human
capital and intellectual property where select
countries dominate different parts. The govern-
ment has long held that this will be a decades-
long project, and its follow-through with a larger
corpus is welcome. This industry may not be-
come a massive employer, but in a geopolitically
fraught environment, the wisdom of spending
public money in these capabilities is clearer.
Much of the returns on the initial chipmaking bet
remains unknowable as most facilities and pro-
jects approved in the first phase are yet to begin
commercial production.

Some technologies remain out of the grasp of
even the most advanced economies: Dutch ex-
treme ultraviolet lithography machines are com-
plex, and only Japan is close to cracking the code.
The prospect of India deploying investments to-
wards such frontier technology is hard to ima-
gine, but tantalising. Capabilities such as these
create hard strategic leverage — which will in turn
lead to resistance to India quickly attracting ta-
lent and developing these capabilities. The cor-
pus is not insignificant, but advanced economies
are prepared to beg, borrow and steal, with deep-
er pockets, to retain their spot in the pecking or-
der. The same applies for Al, which sits on a foun-
dation of memory and processing infrastructure
whose manufacture India hopes to undertake
some day. There are bright spots in India’s talent
ecosystem, with semiconductor engineers and
designers sought worldwide amid a looming glo-
bal talent shortage. Leveraging these talents and
giving them worthwhile work and academic pur-
suits in highly technical fields is key in ecosystem-
building. Else, India risks repeating its decades-
old mistake of developing the West’s premier
technical human capital. The coming decades
demand that India find its rightful spot in global
chipmaking value chains. The bad news is that
the capacity to inflict pain is the best deterrent
against supply chain shocks. The good news is
that the hard work of avoiding supply chain
shocks through global competition in key areas
could deliver the kind of economic boom that
made the Asian Tigers who they are today.
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Batdling drug abuse YouTube Howmework

coordinated action against cartels
F or a few years now, a growing section of

Kerala’s youth has been consumed by a
festering addiction to narcotic drugs and [ NaSha MUkt B ha ra t

contraband/psychotropic substances. The signs
of the State teetering towards substance abuse
were apparent in the wake of the liquor ban a de- o N C B
cade ago. But it grew to gargantuan proportions
with synthetic drug cartels using digital technolo-
gies and social media to outpace law enforce- ° M A N A_ S
ment. While the COVID-19-stricken years of 2020-
21 saw a drop in NDPS cases registered in the
State, cases surged to 26,619 in 2022 from 5,695
in 2021. The number rose to 36,314 in 2025,
alongside large-scale seizures of commercial
quantities of contraband. Commercial capital Er-
nakulam city accounted for a substantial num-
ber. Despite efforts by multiple agencies, success
has been limited. The UDF government sought to
streamline the anti-drug enforcement drive by
launching Operation Toofan in June, with the
State police joining hands with the police forces
in the southern States, central agencies, and State
education, health and excise departments.

Focusing on integrated enforcement, public
engagement, rehabilitation of victims and a spee-
dy and effective prosecution, the operation has,
until July 15, netted over 7,600 drug peddlers in
some 7,100 cases, with synthetic drugs account-
ing for a significant share of the haul. Given that
narcotics cases are often weakened by questiona-
ble forensic reliability, the issue has gained sharp
focus during the ongoing campaign. The network
of drug cartels is often too intricately webbed,
with investigations often netting only the small
fish. Besides bringing the community on board as
Toofan warriors, the campaign aims to streng-
then national intelligence-sharing and coordina-
tion systems under the NCORD framework, in-
cluding the NIDAAN database of arrested
narco-offenders. Kerala Home Minister Ramesh
Chennithala is meeting Chief Ministers to solicit
jointness in the operations. The States are in the
process of assigning nodal officers for close coor-
dination, with a platform in the pipeline. Since
the rackets employ innovative means to recruit
carriers, coordinate among themselves and carry
out delivery, Kerala needs to upskill the District
Anti-Narcotics Special Action Force (DANSAF)
personnel at the cutting edge to bust these net-
works. Equally important is to strengthen cyber
forensic capabilities so that neither investigation
nor prosecution is found wanting in taking these
cases to their logical conclusion. The crippling ef-
fects of narcotics on society are manifold, and it
is never too late to build a defence against them.
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A trade deal that tests India’s competitive confidence

trade agreement is usually sold on its
A potential for export facilitation. Its deeper

worth often lies in what it obliges the
country to import. The Comprehensive Economic
and Trade Agreement between India and the
United Kingdom, which came into force earlier
this month, is a good agreement on the first
count. It may prove an even better one on the
second.

The first fruits lie here

Start with exports, because that is where the
immediate gains lie and where they matter most.
Effective July 15, nearly all of India’s exports —
about 99% by value — will enter the U.K. free of
duty. The tariffs that fall to zero are not on the
goods that fill headlines but on the goods that
matter to India’s workers: textiles and garments,
leather and footwear, marine products,
processed food, engineering items, and auto
components. These are labour-intensive sectors.
They employ precisely the workers India most
needs to draw into productive, formal jobs. A
garment unit in Tiruppur, Tamil Nadu, or a
footwear cluster in Agra, Uttar Pradesh,
competes on thin margins; a duty of 12% or 16%
at the British border is often the difference
between winning an order and losing it.

Hitherto, India has carried a handicap in this
aspect. Bangladesh, Pakistan and Cambodia
already shipped their garments into Britain
duty-free while India’s exports paid the tax. That
gap is now closed. This is the part of the
agreement that deserves to be recognised,
because it bears directly on employment. Trade
policy is, in the end, about jobs.

A gain of a different character deserves
mention. India is the world’s largest supplier of
generic medicines, and Britain buys close to $30
billion of pharmaceuticals a year. Removing the
duty lets Indian generics compete on price. This

e
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Economic Adviser
to the Government
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Trade
agreements
reward nations
ready to
compete

is not a labour story but a scale one — a mature
Indian industry meeting one of its largest markets
on equal terms.

Another aspect of the agreement too deserves
special mention. It settles an old unfairness. An
Indian professional posted to Britain for a few
years has had to pay into the British social
security system money he would almost never
see again, while still contributing at home. The
Double Contribution Convention that takes effect
alongside the trade pact now exempts such
workers, and their employers, from that double
payment for up to five years. More than 75,000
workers and some 900 companies stand to save
on the order of $600 million a year. It is money
returned to Indians who go abroad to work, and
the removal of a real grievance that had long
irritated an otherwise warm relationship.

Opening markets, raising standards

Now to the imports — and to the part of the
agreement that will make some people
uncomfortable. India has agreed to bring its duty
on cars built in Britain down from about 110%
towards 10%, and to lower the tax on Scotch
whisky from 150% towards 40% over a decade.
The cuts are phased across years, capped by
quotas, and drafted so that India’s own passenger
vehicle industry has the time to enhance its
competitiveness. They are, in short, cautious. But
they point in the right direction, and the
direction is the point.

This is a good place to record what protection
does when it is never-ending. It does not build
strong industries; it preserves weak ones. An
industry that is never made to face a better
product never has to make one. India’s own
record proves this in both directions. Where its
carmakers have had to compete — in small and
mid-sized vehicles, at home and abroad — they
have become genuinely good. Where they have

sheltered behind very high walls, they have had
little reason to improve. Letting a limited number
of British cars in at a lower duty will not
overwhelm anyone. It will do something more
useful. It will remind India’s producers that the
customer, not the tariff schedule, is the person
they must satisfy. Exposure to competition is not
a concession to a trading partner. It is a favour we
Indians do ourselves. A domestic industry
pushed to raise its game confers significant
economic benefits over time.

Use the open door

In the end, trade agreements are living
arrangements, not monuments. Signing an
agreement and making it work are two different
tasks, and the second is the harder and longer
one. The gains promised today will become real
only if India’s exporters are ready, its procedures
are clean, and its enterprises are informed and
educated of the opportunities that trade
agreements create. There is considerable scope
for improvement in the utilisation rate of free
trade agreements in India. The government and
premier industry bodies must actively and
continuously engage with small industry and
enterprise associations.

India and Britain now intend to double their
trade, from about $56 billion, by the end of the
decade. Whether they get there will depend less
on the text signed last year than on the
confidence with which India uses it. That, in the
end, is what an agreement like this asks of a
nation: to compete. Thiruvalluvar said it more
economically than any government could. Those
who strive without slackening, he wrote, will see
even destiny retreat before them. An open door
puts that conviction to the test. India should be
glad of the test.

The views expressed are personal
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Rot in KPSC
recruitment
runs deep

“The recent scandal to hit the recruitment process in
the Kamataka State Public Service Commission. with
the Chairperson facing allegations of nepotism.is only
the latest n a series aver the last few decades.
Sharath S, Srivatsa takes an overview of the system

new scandal has hit the Karnataka
Sute Public Service Commission
(KPSC) - the State’s prensier recruiting

agency - even as the governmens has

il up 72,185 pasts across departments.
s las beensin the news for the

wrong reasons multiple r the bt two
decades nd he st one that has umoec v
ek i the commision’s C

man Slllv.nh.mku

pension af Sahukar pending inqui
since._quest it in the High
famaala
t i alleged that Sabwbkar neither formally de-
s S it of oo e o Bl
from the recruitment process 1 ensure transpa-
fencyqs s mandated. i ard that come e
knaw of his
g.Mm participation and wlzum in le re-
cruitment process. One of his. ol
s dopedt, o v scoued ofproding &
false income certificate, decaring an annual of
income of €40,000 0 escape “creamy layer* pro-
an i reservation fos Other Backward Chasses
and secure selection. All this came out in the

ourt of

open duri the verification of documents by the
KPSC ok
Lost transparency and sanctity Background
Souch incients mar transparency i examins | of e
tion process a recrustment members
S, Pure ot ae vyt G | et
antage Those wth connectons seem o o0 0 | oy
at

;m.!maawnnlrm&wmm\unmp(-.gzmm belore

. The Bengaluri-based aspiran, who has |~ A FoRMER kPsc

\ NENBER

€ post
ried his luck in guzetied
thrice in the

ision [0 quantum of reservation for the
Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes. In 2024
=, ihe St vernment even e rsh e
awaitng 3 report on internal reser
Vition amen the 101 Scheduled Castes in he

o e recrutments has
s,

(KEA) 100 his started working on
recruitment process current
Interestingly, the Second Karnataka Adrminis
tratre Reformns Commissan, which submitted ts
report in 2025, (dentified about 2.94 lakh vacan-
ioned pasts in the

L of the KPSC argued clean
Ing.up the system s nos a Herculean tack if the

od of the member )
verified before appointments. Eligibility s often
everloaked and caste and other considerations
:reu precedence in appointment of members.”

He pointed out tht many members n the st
e Srged A e WA emphiyet s

« ourpoint el

3 Why do
o0 cren e & body et e o
Public Service Commission, which conducts ex:
aminstions efficiently?” he ssked.

Instances in the past
e ot for e s e that mereorious cand’.
des e ok aghue] ver ich alleguions
corruption sm in long. Irg.ll
s Rceulmen:dees o KPSC I 1 7

the pust three decades has even had
‘monkers with “thaali bhugya”, connecting nox

terview, dragging down their overall marks.
Some successul candidas had reccived very

theaspicant
“This scandal that ws reported since 1998 i

volve] parenis of  gil agrecing to pay the

fora plam post for a bay or getting the boy a job

"TThe s has undergone changss i tmes.
The matier has gone up to the Supreme Cout,
he il st was publihed in 2021, o 25

with the gl i a quid yro quo . There are alega-
tions of fvouring candidates from particutar

‘communies
Commission's chairpersons and members

“Changes were brought in to prevent nepo-
cisen and it of the balance against those who
do wellin written test, Even in this, X was man-
dated that a very high score or a very low score
had 1o be Jumibed. Becune perunally sen
have been reduced and made almost in-

Consecuential,the focs tume 10 Grpering of

years after ‘marks In the written test. A focensic verification
pas their prime when they recelved their p- | of marks card In an examination held recenty
* said 2 source.

‘There was one case that we eventually won aver
y. There are stll some cases pending in

T candidne i b westen s, e You
pect good e from him? We should re-

the court” member
fon allega in pol i part. | in the service for about 30 years or mare” 3
and proonged lgalbanles. ‘ment since 2019, or member of KPSC warmed.

Former cha A civl service aspirant, M. Nagasundar from

man H.
pomed i cha il s Dapein

be demated aher a court order, There had to be
for some. But

 Cocainants e he wersmocis B st

Mysuru, said that o prevent fraud in writen ex-

amination, the KPSC should introduce the it
option for i pe

probationer’s examination hekd in 1998, 1999 are closer o retirement. The notion of merit was |- inations.
and 2004, He, however, was acquitted by the | simply lostin all this,” he lamented. i the candidate 1ss not answered the ques-
court in 2026, The oficil, “The KEA hs
candidates, iy
ing accused was | objective typ i i
ol ind: “Somewent | from 90 minutes to 120 minutes on the lines of

Daionees ecrubmyen b 2o, s fhoed

ka High Court quashed the trial court proceed-

pevtain
w0 court. [ did not bave the strength to fight
It s boen an anicns.

depressing and a humiliating journey that we

upsCT

L T e S

ings sginst. mlmmn, E
5 deckled against seeking sanction to peo-

secutehim nd other ncmbers

Mangala ‘member, was sus

‘wish even our worst
he said.

“The 2011 batch of gazetted probitioners case
‘was no different. Allegations of “cash for jobs™

ays in notifica
tion of vacancies andl providing the provisional
i 1o the Stae government; the KEA.that
emerged out of Common Entrance Cell and pri-

pended by
i1 2004, on allegaton of corruption in gasered
probationer’s recruitment in 2011 The Karnata-

blic.
A similar modus operandi to that of 1998 had

Outside of the e the recrultment to the
post

s i the Stae, has 3o started canducting re-
eruitment examination for def
KEA has shown that recruitment can be dane

received
personality test. The list was published

without delay.
conducted by the .lml ‘when the guernment approves b the
e Recnmet ) 200, be fast. KPSC is noto-
- list by the &0 i o ek
State pnﬂnmﬂll in 2022 High profile arrests, | decided to scrap the st in 2084 after a CID inqui- | events,* said another Revenue Department

vy found irregularii offictal
af ‘Amrit Paul, and infl L Nornatal Tribunal | On the dek
al politci s the KPSC, the formes.
‘Gourtin 2018 uphed the right of the government | member sald, *Delay i cement of result
Litigations and delays wdoso. s sometimes deliberate and a ploy for corTup-
o the.

o published for the gazetred probsiones of
‘which saw contraversics aver al

esions ofpepdi i conupion
Many failed candidstes, who had done ex-
w their
marks in personality tes/ interview at bare mink

Eventually, in

Services (Validation of Selection and Appoint-
ment of 2011 batch Gazetted Probationers) Act,
20

day ater the personalty test was completed”
Severaltines notifcation ate o delaved due o

foe their appointment.

Mearmwtile, the KPSC reduced the marks in pes-
y test from 200 t0 50 and in 2020 it was
broughn m-n to32 Moplxmal papers were
was given to gen

i \mwmoe fepelaeii) Personaliy test

e are mistaes propasals. Instead of
seeking clarification on emal of phane and seek:
ing 3 fresh proposal, the tapal (physical move-

et of leer) roine o aben, kch tales

Towards overhaul

‘maved for many posts.
fropecend sres partally implemented re-
The

‘missian, the Karmataka Public Commis-
son (Conduct of Business and ddtional unc.
Bill,

‘mumber of interviews per day vas restricted. the.
e for personality test reduced, justification

has been made mandatory for a very high or a ve-

iy e Rarmnks Legiure A Hous Comm
tee bas also been set up in Legistive Asseml
‘under senior member .. Deshpande to recom:

y low par
interview panel and Controller of Examination
o its important recom-

Neamihle, even as ol services apirney
await the result of 2001 gazetted prob

Nepotisen in recruitments in K

was created. But many
mendations such as a search committee to
7 members

aminron resu it s recelved the propacl

conduc
‘ation from the government.
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g2Ta &7 SifdHwTT
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Rath Yatra every year

A branch of ISKCON, h

with many in

bere s resentment in one of Indis’s
o eebeued somple v, Port
it the erustonal Socty

Aabr Conaciotors GS0CON. T
ot i procace devoion 10 Lord

the Shree aganist

Wehave
beenable
tostopthe

Aand,

o o

annath Temple C had sent

temple the charices
§

annesare, to Presidect Droupadi M and
Prime Mnister Narendra

;e Odsha genment, ed by G
an Majhi, a5 wel

x former
Chied Mo Neve, Poal d cxpremcd

ok permited entry inco the temple, the yatra off
s them 3 glimpse ofthe deitis.
“Even the king of Puri assumes the role of a

inspired Tempie in Digha, West Bengal. It was
named Jagannath Dham, anceher perceived de-

i iree o

since May 9, as per their press
comer 26 locations in Asi,
rop

sweeper,
foems.” said Sumant Mishra, a devotee of Lord

Jagannath.

s Pur. Furth. | from bing viaion, Dham is a eference to the four religous
e the oranision efuwsd o abie by theshe. | ekl within sites considered most sacred for Hindus: Jagan- | Maximuin patronage
Je's managing commitiee in Puri. | India by math Purl in the cast, Badri | In 2025, the Shree Jagannath Tempie adminisira
" vars Rah s began on Thuriday ot | wrkigio | misson'scharperon, eecred the Dwarka In the west, and m I the
inPuri andocross I | fifferent g, There i oo 00 ot Depie repesed eues rom Ol
5 ot f th e
agaanah and hissbiigs Lond R | 52 forall* 3
o ani Do Subbadra - heough the Body | SN fioent Hiody rllgious seats advocating adbe “Dhan fom the ol complex. However, fol- — Mandap, the temple’s hmlw decision-making
Danda (Grand Roud) in Puri. However, ISKCON | e, n regime in West Bengal, with | body on rituals, along w it foowers,
s been conducing the sl u.m.mm..u. Butwehive | Debs upset. g T the term Db’ s fferens
ot bee e i b bl o stop e ey Rath | ben dropped pectsichudingchurict v ol
North Stccessfulin | Yatrafroe being held within Indsa by writing to ofthe Rath Vtra cannot be
and Altca. They are also onganising mn. comncing | diflrenn Stte overnmenss. But we ve ot | Rath Yata belifs A the COVIDI9 pan
Yatrss 5 60 plces i Madiy Prades berween | ({000 The Rath Yatra 2 demic. the Supreme Cout p
e sid. Tempie. Devo- | within the seripture-sandsted nine-day period
menied e el o tostop T oy thisyear, e Puct Chirict dminiéira | t00 It uge raambens Dands
pesanising government | top 3km 1o safety protocols” said Sxpathy, ormer Vice-

g o .
against ISKCON. “If ISKCON cammes to Puri” Mis-
face the anger of Locd Jagan

eh's devotees”
Escalating bis artack, Mishra added, “We want

10 Rajushan's B goversuneat helped o s it
on that day. Deb emphasises that the dates are
\nv|nn.m| because alle i traions where
I

. ;
Ve, one of the foremnot religious Jeadersof the
e the it i el s oot

over timing devia
tions, ISKCON said it has aligned the dates of 247
ot Vtras i o, bout 3 thid ofthowe & com
ducts,

Utsava Vigrahas (fstival o) are taken oat, u'-.

the Jagannath radiion, the presding

desiys Chief Minister). Jadi kounasi sargathan

o the &l during the

i
prakiobpotracfide ok -ighind
morsh ofthe Hinda lomar clenar, This cores

ver, it cited
bl podend e e gL
The ISKCON (Mayapur) Governing Body Com

Ry e consecrat
edinthe Uadiionsof Pur.Herke hey 00 peed
o lollm the i o

other o g s K
aloag with beads of various maths
(monasteries),  supporte te  Puri

‘o Rath r s, B o mla

‘The Rath Yatra, marked by inericate rituals,

t ome af s four sacred cepnres in Endis, it mest
face strit action. It should no s
0gperme i Odiba,or o tht e b o
empie M oeern
e s becn g the s o severa yurs o,
b v the ot coule o Y thee b bt
‘are press. People in Puri el that with s Bhuratiya
Jnta arty (P government at both the Cente
i the country’s Pres w0d-
oyl Ao iorion
Bence ISKOON's stand.

Letters of req
Bk Das Wnhaparrs, 3 Bl st
‘ehoherditard erors emplesevces oo
kb st o thechor, s, o
the Christian community allow others 1o o
et e b ofCht o e 5 Ot 5
i 257 How can ISKCON take.
the liberty of observing the Rath Yatra an any day
cnher than the oo designated by the Sheve Jagan:
‘ach Tempie in Puri?~
cesencment is not mited 10 those direct
‘associated with the temple. Devotees visiting Pur
hive alsa voiced concen over the mater, They
sy the State governmens did pot act on the re.
quest of Dibyasingha Deb, the i of Pur,
who s regarded as the adhyasevak. the foremast
o, of Lo Jognnath
s a0 the chairmsan of the Shree Ja-
-

Dbyusngha bet,

pearly every
{his i ot profcdven, hen what 57 be s
“The angoing, tussle between the Shree Jagan-

pre
ecting the two temples, The three chariots are
newly constrxcted each year by dessgiated

ponded o Deb, saying obtaining permissions
abrodfo minorty elgousevens s diffcul,
Bable on week

iy e o profesions] commiomens,

“He added that many temples in the West share
charioes across ciles, and climatic differences
mean some regons experience harsh winters

the rithi workdwide woukd reduce occurrence of
he 600 Rath Yatra fethvals el Inth Vs by
90%.” he said in aketer o/

Satpathy explained that over the
sears, SKOON how aperates 5 two groups. Whie
Bengaluru based enity s agreed to follow the
rituals of Purt, the group based in Mayapur in
West Bergal bas ot

O L Minkte it Harictandan s
sceptical about being abl
T doer it ot

S Even th, SHOON gl 1 by

chainman, Governing Body
Prablupad's ISKCON Group of Temples (Rerga-
oy vgered
el said  deegation will kave from Purl ooce
e el concaies 1o e he et and
the Prime Minister, “Both are big deveees of Lord
Jgannath. They koo the rinuals. Hopefuly, they
will ake up the essue.”
satyasundar bethehinda.con
-
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- ST AT TR & I Ufdg AR ATAT T AT
grefler arffer 3Tar & I vw & FE glaay . GRS Ht oy HigT, g
NI & YA & smafela gt & 57 777 7 o Fider T AT (FITHT 2.5-3 fFH g2)
SITaT<T ST, 3Tch I3 S7TS qeASIg 37 F&aT o SIS SITAT 7 13T Fifewr FHfGT F faRrerAeT
ST ) ST ) R TaRTHeATeT @3 SAaTeiTeT BT &, 9 91 9ggT AT (Bahuda Yatra)
13T @ Jfs=r AfFT o of arar o &) & ATEH T AT HIT HIF olled &l
T AT & &It &7 eNfHAs Agea
- Rg d=rion sirrg gaer fgeftar - SIS 9 HIGT H SR feichora it shl
.« 2026 A 16 TS BT T ATIT TR &5 @l gofet g &
HAIHAT &7 HIAT 1T &
G O T <A . I B T HereT ST ST FHIT ST &

smrareT oty gt (Nandighosha)
S731qTT STHGE doreaet (Taladhwaja)

Sl aisigr gucersr / gagerst (Darpadalana /

Devadalana)
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e India-UK relation

Andy Burnham elected UK. Labour leader

The former Manchester Mayor is slated to replace Keir Starmer as Prime Minister on Monday; ‘I will work to build a new politics; Burnham said,
reiterating his pledge to reduce the concentration of decision making power in London and distribute it, along with economic growth, across the UK.

Sriram Lakshman
LONDON

ormer Manchester
FMayor Andy Burn-

ham was elected
without contest to the lea-
dership of the Labour par-
ty on Friday and is now
slated to replace Keir
Starmer as U.K. Prime Mi-
nister on Monday. In a
speech on Friday to a spe-
cially convened confe-
rence of Labour MPs, Mr.
Burnham paid tribute to
the man he ousted as he
went on to lay out his plans
for Labour and the coun-
try, calling the transition
the most significant
“change moment” in Brit-
ish politics in 40 years.

Mr. Burnham outlined
five priority directions for
his government, starting
with a commitment to end

infighting within Labour
and the “insidious briefing
culture” at  Downing
Street. He also said he
would not punish Labour
MPs who had views diffe-
rent from his (a reference
of not ‘withdrawing the
whip’ from MPs — as Mr.
Starmer had done — who
did not want to vote along
party lines on legislation).

“I will work to build a
new politics,” Mr. Burn-
ham said, adding that he
wanted to end the political
turbulence Britain had
seen since 2016 and build
consensus where possible.
However, under him, La-
bour would not “try to out-
Green the Greens, or out-
Reform Reform or doing
what we’ve done in the
past of wearing too many
Tory clothes”, Mr. Burn-
ham said.

Andy Burnham hugs his wife Marie-France van Heel as he is

confirmed as Labour’s new leader in central London on Friday. AFP

“Let me tell you, I'm
quite happy that [Conser-
vatives Leader] Kemi [Ba-
denoch] doesn’t approve
of my wardrobe,” Mr.
Burnham quipped, adding
that he did not approve of
Tory clothes either. Mr.
Burnham is known to wear
attire that is more casual

than is the usual practice
for U.K. Prime Ministers.
His “Manchester clothes”
— usually a T-shirt and blaz-
er — have been the subject
of discussion. Last month,
Ms. Badenoch told the U.K.
House of Commons that
Mr. Starmer had been
abandoned by his col-

leagues for “a pair of eye-
lashes and a black T-shirt”.
On Friday, Mr. Burnham
promised to set a direction
for government that is “dis-
tinctively” Labour. He said
Britain had taken a wrong
turn in the 1980s and the
country had surrendered
control of essentials like
water and housing. The
former Manchester mayor
is known to champion the
idea of greater public con-
trol of utilities and recently
announced that he would
be kick-starting the largest
ever public housing boom
since the post-War period.
Large parts of Britain
had been “de-industrial-
ised”, Mr. Burnham said
on Friday. “And that is why
this change today is the
most significant change
moment in our politics for
40 years.” He emphasised

that while he previously
was focused on Manches-
ter, he would now focus on
all of the U.K. He reiterated
his pledge to reduce the
concentration of decision
making power in London
and distribute it — along
with economic growth —
across the country.

He praised his predeces-
sor as having put Labour in
a position to change lives,
taking the party from its
“worst defeat” to a land-
slide victory in 2024. He
cited among the outgoing
Prime Minister’s achieve-
ments, new rights for
workers and renters, wait-
lists for medical appoint-
ments falling, an end to the
right of hereditary ‘Lords’
to sit and vote in Parlia-
ment, and rebuilding Bri-
tain’s reputation
internationally.
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China pitches Al governance model for Global South

Ananth Krishnan

It is the clearest signal yet
of China’s global leader-
ship ambitions in Artificial
Intelligence. On Friday,
Chinese President Xi Jinp-
ing unveiled a new initia-
tive on global Al gover-
nance, pitched largely at
the Global South and deve-
loping countries. China,
along with 29 other coun-
tries, mostly from Asia,
Africa, and Latin America,
has established a World Ar-
tificial Intelligence Cooper-
ation Organisation (WAI-
C0) based in Shanghai.

Mr. Xi described the ef-
fort as “a major move by
China to answer the call of
the Global South and unite
the international commun-

ity together to promote vi-
gorously Al development
and governance.”

“It will be an important
milestone in the history of
Al development,” he told a
summit on Al governance
in Shanghai.

He announced that in
the next five years, China
would provide developing
countries “with 5,000 op-
portunities in Al training
and seminar pro-
grammes”, as well as set
up joint AI application
cooperation centres with
ASEAN, the League of Arab
States, the African Union,
the Community of Latin
American and Caribbean
States, the Shanghai Coop-
eration Organisation, and
BRICS.

XiJinping

The broader context is
China’s push to both deve-
lop its alternatives to West-
ern Al models and to offer
them to developing coun-
tries. Beijing is concerned
about the security implica-
tions of relying on models
based in the West such as
OpenAl's ChatGPT and An-
thropic’s Claude.

Mr. Xi hinted at these
concerns in his speech,

saying countries “should
jointly oppose overstretch-
ing the national security
concept in the field of Al
and placing one country’s
security over that of oth-
ers”. He did not name the
U.S., but Chinese officials
have previously hit out at
Washington for what they
have described as securiti-
sation of technologies, in-
cluding AL

A day before the launch
of WAICO, Chinese Al firm
Moonshot announced its
latest Kimi K3 model that
has surprised Western ana-
lysts with its capabilities.
Chinese companies like
Moonshot and DeepSeek
are offering open-source
models, which Beijing sees
as giving them an edge n

developing countries seek-
ing technology for Al adop-
tion. Mr. Xi said China
would “encourage open
source, openness, collabo-
ration and sharing.”

If security implications
of using Western Al models
are one concern, ideology
is another. Chinese officials
have also spoken of what
they see as an “infiltration”
of Western values through
Al platforms and an ero-
sion of sovereignty. This is
a message that, Beijing be-
lieves, will find resonance
in many developing coun-
tries and in the Global
South.

“We should tend to the
garden of civilisations with
great care to ensure that
the beauty of each civilisa-

tion is appreciated and
shared,” Mr. Xi said. “We
often say in China, ‘A single
string cannot make music,
and a single tree does not
make a forest.” Al develop-
ment should not be a solo
performance by a single
country, but a symphony
of international
cooperation.”

Among the nations
signed on to WAICO are
Brazil, Russia, South Afri-
ca, Indonesia, Kazakhstan,
Kenya, Malaysia, Pakistan,
Uzbekistan and Venezuela.
India, which was present
at the Shanghai summit
and sent a Joint Secretary-
level delegation, is alone
among the five founding
BRICS countries in its ab-
sence in WAICO.
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WAICO (World Artificial Intelligence Cooperation
Organization) TF TAT HdAZ-

(Intergovernmental) af&e HaaeT & oIz} e
16 FATS 2026 Fr TS (H<T) F F TS| FIHT 9T
Artificial Intelligence (Al) & gz H St
TEANT, oD Al T, ST 3 fawrarefier
29N & offer dabetlah TEHNT ) d@TaT ¢ar &l

ST I

*  WRT & World Artificial Intelligence Cooperation
Organization (WAICO)

7Y 16 ’%ﬁ aggrz&

HHATAT: 9IS,

(Independent Intergovernmental Organization)
HwyTaE FTFM 29 79 (Founding Members)

WA

WA

I1CO & T2

Al & T a8 T T FETar gl

Al & difdds (Ethical), FRIGT (Safe) 37 fasAzR
(Responsible) IuzaT 359?7\9777%? HIATI
faemrerefier 3911 & 11T Al Tabetich, TISTOT 3717 ST
faafor & TEANT 37/

Al I ofg dfi fAFAY HIT ARl YT TEANT FETTI

10 FaY ==t 7 &7

g FaraT AT ) UgeT U7 21O g &

3 P Al TaT H AT Bt JfFBT I@T HI e 7
HEAYV! g AT T IeT &

SIAHT 3297 Al & QT A &adel He fablad gl Ik
HAT HTIT & §eATT Sifdlah A dfdan i @r

Serar gair Sft aqrAr =T d

qRT Ft RS

TAHTST JUCAE STMfAHIRG SRR & IGAR, HRIT
WAICO FT TeTIH TZoT T& &1 16 Jonis 2026 r
30 TITYT FHFIT U 29 9N 7 g&1eR 0, ol
ST erTfaer gt ol
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U.S. bombs bridges in
Iran as attacks widen

Associated Press
DUBAI

The U.S. expanded its air-
strike campaign against
Iran early on Friday by hit-
ting more bridges, energy
sites and collapsing a tower
at Chabahar port, backing
up U.S. President Donald
Trump’s threats to start
striking infrastructure to
pressure Tehran to ease its
chokehold on the Strait of
Hormuz.

Iran launched missile at-
tacks against U.S.-allied na-
tions in West Asia, includ-
ing Qatar, a mediator in the
war, and Kuwait, where a
power and water desalina-
tion plant — vital infras-
tructure in the desert na-
tion — was damaged.

The interim ceasefire
agreed to last month has
collapsed, and the region
has endured days of back-
and-forth attacks by the
U.S. and Iran as they battle
for control of the strait.

Speaking in a primetime
address to the American
public on Thursday, Mr.
Trump insisted the war
was going well. “We are
likewise winning big in
Iran, and you will see the
fruits of that labour very,
very shortly.”

The U.S. air strikes hit
bridges overnight into Fri-
day in Iran’s southern Hor-
mozgan province, killing at
least seven people, Iranian
state TV reported. The at-
tacks hit Bandar Khamir, a
city on Iran’s coast on the
Strait of Hormuz.

The highway and rail-
way bridge strikes ap-
peared to be aiming at cut-
ting off Bandar Abbas,
Iran’s main port, from
roads leading into the Is-
lamic Republic’s central re-
gion onward to Tehran.

Power disruptions

Iran acknowledged “at-
tacks on power infrastruc-
ture” during the U.S. air-
strike campaign for the
first time on Friday when
its Energy Ministry issued a

Smoke rises in the port city of
Chabahar, Iran, following U.S.
strikes. REUTERS

call for people to use less
power in the southern pro-
vinces.

The strikes also col-
lapsed a tower at Iran’s
Chabahar port on the Gulf
of Oman, a key trade route
for neighbouring Afghanis-
tan. Chabahar port, which
Iran had been running
with support from India,
has been a repeated target
of U.S. airstrikes.

On Friday, Qatar twice
warned the public to take
shelter as a barrage of Ira-
nian missiles targeted the
nation. People heard ex-
plosions overhead as air
defences fired to intercept
the missiles. Qatar’s Inte-
rior Ministry said falling
debris wounded a child.

Missiles intercepted
Iran also targeted Bahrain
and Kuwait early on Fri-
day. In Kuwait, authorities
said Iran attacked a power
and water desalination
plant, causing widespread
damage to the station.
About 90% of the coun-
try’s drinking water comes
from desalination.

Jordan’s military said it
intercepted three incom-
ing missiles on Friday
morning launched by Iran.

Also on Friday, a tanker
came under attack travell-
ing through the Strait of
Hormuz taking the route
closest to Oman, the Brit-
ish military said.
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Harjit Singh Grewal
appointed chief of
Minorities Commission

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Union government has
appointed Harjit Singh
Grewal Chairperson of the
National Commission for
Minorities (NCM), filling a
post that had remained va-
cant since April 2025. He is
the second Sikh leader to
head the statutory body in
succession.

A notification issued by
the Ministry of Minority Af-
fairs on Thursday said Mu-
nawari Begum had been
appointed the Commis-
sion’s Vice-Chairperson,
while Glenn E. Souza Ticlo
had been named a mem-
ber. Their appointments
will be for a term of three
years from the date they
assume office or until
further orders.

A senior BJP leader from
Punjab, Mr. Grewal has
long been associated with
the party’s outreach
among the Sikh communi-
ty. He has held several or-
ganisational positions in

Harjit Singh Grewal

the party and has been an
active voice on issues relat-
ing to Punjab and national
security.

With the appointment
of the Chairperson, the
Vice-Chairperson and a
member, the Commission
now has four members
against its sanctioned
strength of seven. Consti-
tuted under the National
Commission for Minorities
Act, 1992, the NCM moni-
tors constitutional and le-
gal safeguards available to
notified minority com-
munities, examines com-
plaints alleging deprivation
of their rights, and advises
the Centre on policy mat-
ters concerning minorities.
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US. delivers another MH-60R

Seahawk to the Indian Navy

The Indian Navy has received another MH-60R
Seahawk multi-role naval helicopter from the
United States, further strengthening its
anti-submarine warfare and maritime
surveillance capabilities. This brings the total
number of helicopters delivered to 21, out of 24
ordered under a $946 million deal. The latest
helicopter was delivered at Kochi last week, while
two more helicopters are expected to arrive in
India this week, the U.S. Embassy in New Delhi
said on Friday. U.S. Ambassador to India Sergio
Gor described the development as “excellent
news” for bilateral ties, saying the advanced
helicopter would enhance maritime security.
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