upsc-cs’E‘Tz‘nzwza i

. g» = "T. "f,;,’ , ot ,
SR — .
; ‘ — .o = — -
) : 2 . :'
r l ' '
v il ’
: . ’ .
T F v L
" : ;

@ ONE STOP sownou}

N Thelndian ‘*g{“ o
Y EXPRESS | ik HinnU

|§| COMPRETE Q EXAM ANALYSIS STATIC + CURRENT
COVERAGE FOCUSED MADE EASY INTEGRATION




"ST&SATA LA T TUHT & S1d 59
AT JR HTH Y& HLT"






PIB Backgrounder
Vo=
Azadl Ka
Amrit Mahotsav

T @WW 3{THAT (diTH-37am)
fHarl & RfdadHu & oy THual-3nuTid Jed THY &I

AT BHRAT

/‘

uiaf® fafd: 21 AUG 2026 10:43AM by PIB Delhi

WETTaET SAGTaT ST JIEOT HTAarT (Fem- srem) [ @ 39d1 3T &7 el i g
& A0 SR BT 0 WG Qo7 G5 § | 99 Aad 7Y 4ol (oqugd) &1 dga¥ a7
R @1 R [l @1 aoiedl # &0 P1d W BAd d9-1 G d91- @ e [@afia gic-me e
&1 arel [actg= sk @ty @1 @dla 2 R g WERT gRr1AB& 3R vadidlow odl Gensi
& wregw & @i ordl ¢ ad 2026-27 F T 7,200 BT U F JoT HdeT F FY, UL
HIZIT T Ferg- el 3url @1 AR Geg @-idl &1 -t garfiewo, Eame, &
wgiR it Eagimr uiea ffaea gurt 7 urafiar sk @dia emar & gur far g1 a1
Tl Py 4 el 5qq 3R @dla & qraR @1 ag- 3 gg gloi-1 3R i goigd §3 ¢




TUTAHAT STETAT ST HIET0T ATHAT (PM-AASHA)
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* qISAH : Y U TR HedTor HaTerihes-
(Ministry of Agriculture & Farmers Welfare)l

" St P L

. QTI'&I'F[‘FFI'% H@F\qﬁ (Pu]ses) ﬁi__?fﬁl
(Oilseeds) 3R @E{T (Copra)l
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PM-AASHA & 3 879 ¥ceh (Components)
*  Hed AHUF AT (Price Support Scheme -
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India calls for global

tech collaboration as
BRICS meet begins

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

Delivering the inaugural
address at the 14th BRICS
Science, Technology and
Innovation (STI) Ministe-
rial Meeting in Chennai on
Friday, Union Minister of
State for Science and Tech-
nology Jitendra Singh said
that emerging technolo-
gies are creating unprece-
dented opportunities for
progress, and called for
stronger international col-
laboration to ensure that
Innovation remains acces-
sible, affordable, trusted
and sustainable.

Dr. Singh said India had

chosen ‘Building for Resi-
lience, Innovation, Coop-
eration and Sustainability’
as the theme of its BRICS
Presidency in 2026.

Dr. Singh said India re-
mained committed to ad-
vancing an open, inclusive
and human-centric ap-
proach to science and in-
novation. He referred to In-
dia’s initiatives, including
the National Quantum Mis-
sion, BioE3 Policy, Nation-
al Geospatial Policy and
the Digital Public Infras-
tructure ecosystem, which
reflected an approach
where innovation im-
proves people’s lives and
economic conditions.
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SC lauds repealed MGNREGA as
‘neither freebie nor exploitation’

Krishnadas Rajagopal

NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on Fri-
day praised the repealed
Mahatma Gandhi National
Rural Employment Gua-
rantee Act (MGNREGA),
calling it a “salutary
scheme” that was neither a
freebie nor an exploitation
of rural workers.

The court's accolade
came amid claims by civil
rights groups that MGNRE-
GA's successor, the Viksit
Bharat Guarantee for Roz-
gar and Ajeevika Mission
(Gramin) or the VB-G RAM
G Act, has seen a 50% de-
cline in employment gen-
eration, despite an in-
crease in guaranteed work
days from 100 to 125 per
household annually.

The new law reflects a
shift from a demand-dri-
ven, rights-based frame-
work to a centrally con-
trolled model. Also, the
funding burden on States
has increased three-fold,
shifting from a 90:10 ratio
to 60:40. The "MGNREGA
was a good, effective
scheme. It did a wonderful
job in rural areas and was

Right to work: People employed under the MGNREGA scheme dig
a trench in Tiruvannamalai, Tamil Nadu. C. VENKATACHALAPATHY

implemented pan-India. It
was neither a freebie nor
exploitation,” Chief Justice
of India Surya Kant, head-
ing a threejudge Bench,
orally observed.

Compensation sought
The Bench was hearing a
petition filed by activist
Aruna Roy seeking direc-
tions for the government to
pay delayed wages under
the MGNREGA, along with
compensation,

Advocates Prashant
Bhushan, Cheryl D'Souza
and Neha Rathi, appearing
for Ms. Roy, urged the
court to examine whether

a law could prescribe mini-
mum wages lower than the
threshold determined by
the State concerned.

The petition also sought
to elevate the statutory
guarantee of rural work to
the status of a fundamental
right under Article 21 (right
to life) of the Constitution.

“The Constitution does
not make the right to work
a fundamental right. It is
more a democratic aspira-
tion under Part IV (Direc-
tive Principles of State Poli-
cy)... To achieve that
aspiration, the state formu-
lates the policy by which
work is provided at a grad-

ed, compensatory level.
Should we treat it on par
with Article 217" Justice
Joymalya Bagchi asked Mr.
Bhushan. Mr. Bhushan said
the right to lead a dignified
life is part of Article 21.

“A dignified life requires
vou to get employment at
minimum wages, Anything
below minimum wages is
forced labour,” he submit-
ted. Justice Bagchi said a
minimum wage threshold
might risk shrinking em-
ployment opportunities,
while Chief Justice Kant
noted that wages were
usually linked to prevalent
local conditions,

Justice V. Mohana stated
that the issues raised by
Mr. Bhushan must be exa-
mined afresh in light of the
new law, rather than under
the MGNREGA.

Mr. Bhushan submitted
that States were required
to provide nearly half the
funds under the new law.
“The number of employ-
ments has come down by
half. States have no mo-
ney,” he said. The court
asked him to file a new pe-
tition while disposing of
the current one.,

——————————
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CJP team attacked during
attempt to inspect school

Team tried to inspect a govt. primeary school in a Rajasthan village where dasses are being
held ina cattle enclosure; CJP blames BIP and threatens agitation i the school is not repaired

The Hindu Bureau
JAIPLR

team of Cockroach
A Janta Party (C]P) ac
tivises was allegedly

assaubed and chased ous
of  Rampura-Karmearpurs
village mear Japur on Fri
Gay, when it sttempied o
inspect  a  government
school as part of the argan
isation's “Schoal Thik Karo'
campaign. The vehickes of
team members were dam-
aged, and women suppaor
bers were allegedly
roughed up

The team, bed by party
OO Comvener Ashurcesh
Ranka, travelied 1o the vil
lage in the Bagru Assembly
constituency to inspect the
Governument Primary
Schoal. However, same vil-
lagers had burricaded the
road and checked the vehi
Ches entering the arvea

When the team of abous
40 CJF workers arrived,
some people confroosed
them and rased slogans,
and asked them o leave.
During & scufe that ol
lowed, the team members
were allegedly manhan
died and driven out with
stone-pelting. The villagers
lister stagiex] 2 sit-n outside
the school

“BIP lnvalved”
Mr. Ranka said one yolun
teer had suffered a frac
tured arm. He alleged thae
those imvolved in the antack
Pead Dewn brough in by the
ruling BJP

The schood bullding had
carber been dechured um-
sale because of s dilap)

Harmgus 3 N Jadput Rajasthan, on Friddg 71

dated conditon
closed. Currencly
are being held |
enclsure. “We hxd =
spected the school lasa
year as well... it was being
rumn in a bufalo shed even
then,” Mr. Ranka said. The
villageers, however, cirimed
that the funds for school
repair work had already
been sanctioned.

“We hxl indormed the
palice about our visit o
Rampura Kanwarpura.
The police were aware of
stane-pelting in the area
bt did not imtervene,” Mr
Ranka saicl tokd
pPresspersons

QF founder Abhljeet
Dipke annownoed tha he
would arrive in Jailpur and
launch an agicacion If the
school repair work did moe
begin, anxd il the BIP mem-
bers who allegedly a2
tacked the volunseers were
ot arrested within the
mext 48 hours.

The CJP, which can
celled s vislt 10 ancther
government school in a
mearby villige Gter in the
day, claimed that the con-
fromtation  In  Rampura
Kanwarpura was  pre-
planned and had the back
img of State Education Mi-
mester Madan Dilawar.

Row over order

The oomlrontaion o

curred amid a political row
over a recent Education
Department order impos-
Ing restricoions om the &n
try of outsiders mio go-
vernment  schools  and
barring photography anxd
videography withown the
writnem appeoval of the
heads of mstitutions.

The arder was tssued af
ver CJP activists joined an
agnaion by students anxl
villageers at a school in Al
war district on August 14,
The OQF has opposed the
restriction and acoused the

Deng conbromied duriag thar 'School Thk L’ campaign at the

HPF government of
tempting 10 peevent pablic
scrutiny of the condition of
government schoalks

The party's "“School Thik
Karo” campalgn seeks o
assess e comditen of
school bulldings, avallabili
ty of seachers, and other
fcilities and academac
Arrargements

The maident also spilled
over Ineo the Rigasthan As-
sembly, where the BJP and
the Opposition Congress
traded allegations. Educa-
cian Munister Mr. Duawar
Eater accused the CJP anxd
Congress of strempting o
“disrupe education  axl
spall the smosphere”™. He
added:  “Turnimg the
schools mto political bae
thegrounds Is extremely
regrettable”

The People’s Unson for
Civil  Liberties-Rajasthan
demanded the arrest of
those scoused of antacking
the CJP dedeganon.
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After Congress protest, FIR

filed over use of pellet gur

Shrimansi Kaushik
NEW DELHI

Followsng o seven-hour
dharma (sitind by the Lead
er of the Opposition, Kalwil
Gandhi, ourside the othce
of New Delhi's Deputy
Commissoner of Police,
police registered an FIR
aziinst the use of pellet
guns on progesters during
the July 20 march to
Parkament

Mr. Gandhi held the
dharma after Sahil Lochabh,
a 19year-old who lost v
sion In one eye after being
hit by pellets durmg the
protest, sad the police had
refused 10 register an FIR
on his complaint.

The Congress keader, a
companied by his sser
andd Winvanad MP Privanka
Gandhi Vadra, and other
senior Congress leaders
ended the sitin after the
podice relented.

Mr. Lochab said be had
Written a seven page com
plaint a soon a he was
discharged from the hospi
tal and went 1o various paol
e stathons. “But the poalice
did oon scknowledge my
complaies. 1 have been try
ing 8o gt an FIR registered
first at Connaught Flce,
then at Mandir Marg, San
sal Marg and even the
Crame Branch but 10 no
vl * he sakd

A student of the School
of Open Learmamg at the
University of Dedbe, Mr. Lo
chab had said in his com
plaint that be recetved mul
tipghe pellet mjuries on has
chest, back, arms, and
law

He was serfoushy injured
in his right eye; pellets had
entered his body, and sev
eral of them could not be
taken out. "Doctors have

Pelce SLIDT

todd e that the possibdicy
of my eyesght coming
back Is less than one per
cent,” he wrote,

The FIR wis registered
in the evening under Se
thoms 1S (volustarily
causing hurt using dasger
ous weapons) and 125 of
the Bharativa Nvava Sanhi
ta. On Friday, Mr. Gandin
scoompanied Mr. Lochab
and his mother first 10 the
Mandir Marg polce station
and then to the Sansad
Marg police station,

*Sahil and his family
have been moving pillar o
post o get his complaint
registered. Why is the pol
ioe refusing o do o™ he
todd presspersons outskde
the DO s ollice.,

Contradicting versions
“It ook them so bong to re
giner the FIR, I has been &
month since the march
when he recedved his inju
ries. Even after multple vi
sits, the police refused wo
recene  the  complaint
Who was holding o back?
The fnal order has come
from the Union Home M
mistry, We a8 know now
that even for an FIR to be
registered, the Home M
nister has to give an order,”
Mr. Ganddhi sald

Senior Congress leader

Sl o M protest nude Partament Strest
Nerw Dol on Friddry. SUSi0 muMNAR R

Salman Khursid sald thar
with the registration of the
FIR, which mentions the
use of pellet guns, "t &
now documemted that the
police used pellets on July
20, comtrary to the police’s
deniad eatier”

The Hindu had reporsed
theat an entry in the general
diary of Delhi’s Sansad
Mary police station record-
ed the use of pellet guns by
he R.Cl'lll Action Farce
(RAF), comtradicting the
Delhl Police’s inltial denlal
on use of pellet guns
AAINST Protesters.

The entry records the
fring of two rounds from
an ant-rit gun on the or-
ders of a Delhl Police othe
er of DCP rank while a s
sequent CRPF  inguiry
reportedly fournsd that an
RAF persomne] fired seven
pelhet rounds, ive of which
struck progesters.

The reported use of pel
lets has raised questions
over the police’s crowd
control protocols and the
circumstances W which
foroe was deployed against
demonstrators. On Thars
dav, the Supreme Court
constituted a ive-member
High-Powered Enquiry
Commuetes to conduct an
Independent Inquary Into
the police action
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Two vessels with
22 Indians ¢
hijacked by p

Press Trust of India
NEW DELHI

Two commercial vessels
carrying a total of 22 In-
dian nationals have been
hijacked by armed pi

said on Fridav. The Indian
crew  members aboard
both vessels are safe, as
per the latest information.

The Eritrea-flagged oil
products tanker, M.T. Sibu
I, carryilieii-Ccrew mem-
bers, inclygdigg 16 Indians,
was hijacked m the Gulf of
Aden on August 20, about
30 nautical miles off the
Yemeni coast, the othcial
said.

A second vessel, the Ca
meroon-flagged M/V LU-
TUF, was hijacked on Au-
gust 17 off Somalia's
Puntland coast. The vessel
has Tew members, in

cludus SiX Indians.
Marntime tracking infor
mation indicates that the
tanker was approached by
an unauthorised vessel be-
fore control of the ship was
lost, The vessel was seized
and subseguently taken to
ward Somalia’s Nugaal
coast, according to a Soma-
li ofhcial cited by The Asso-
clated Press. The M/V LU-
TUF was carrving Turkish
weapons and satellite

a2y

The Indian crew
members aboard
both vessels are safe,
as per the latest
information

equipment, destined for a
Turkish military facility in
Mogadishu.

The hijackers - eign
armed men suspected of
involvement in a previous
hijacking - steered the
ship toward Nugaal.

The renewed threa
adds to security pressures
already facing commercial
shipping in the Red Sea,
Gull of Aden and wider In-
dian Ocean region, where
vessels have had to con-
tend with attacks linked to
the conflict in Yemen.

The two hijackings also
come as Indian seafarers
face heightened security
concerns elsewhere in the
region, inclding the Stras
of Hormuz, where tensions
involving Iran, Israel and
the US. have disrupted
one of the world's key ship-
ping corridors.

The 2026 BIMCO-ICS
Seafarer Workforce Report
estimates that India sup-
plies 3,11,936 seafarers, un-
derscoring the country's
large exposure to risks af-
fecting merchant crews
worldwide.

Eritrea Flagge(

e —

Cameroon

Flaggec
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Ethanol blending policy is behind

rise in sugar prices, says Opposifion

The Hindu Burcau

NEW DELM

he diversion of su-
gar cane and food-
grains for ethanol
production is driving food
prices higher, the Congress
said on Friday, adding that
vehicles not designed for
20r% ethanol-blended fuel
face mibeage and compati-
bilty problems. The
Axdmi Party (AAP) tod
claimed that diverting su-
gar cane towards ethanol
production has reduced
sugar output, pushing su-
gar prices up by 120 per kg
in just 17 days
The Natonal Democrat-
i Alliance (NDA) govern-
ment & the Centre had, on
Thursday, allowed duty-
free imports of 10 lakh
tonne of raw sugar under a
Taridl Rate Quota (TRQ) 1l
October 31, amd the rising
prices of the sweetener In

” \s more suggircane is diverted towands
ethanol, domestic sugar prices hane

surnged nearty 200% in August toa

record T5350 per 100 kg India is
now considering importing sugr
for the first time In nearly a decade
to meet domestic demand during

the lestival season

SYED NASEER HUSSAIN
o MP

local markets. The move is
atmed at enhancing dom-
estic availability and cap-
ping price rise.

Immediate review
In a post on X, Congress
communications chief Jai-
ram Ramesh demanded an
immediate review of the
E20 fued palicy and sought
the provision of non-etha-
nol petrod opgions.

“The people are paving

the price for both expen-
sive food and expensive
travel because of the
wrong decisions of the ar-
rogant Modi government,”
Mr. Ramesh said, adding
that “a fuel policy under
which both the vehicle and
the kitchen become expen-
sive” conld not be accepta
ble to the country,
According to the Rgures
cited by Mr, Ramesh, sugar
prices have risen from 248

o &% kg am
prces b 4
over

monti§.

flour, he said, h

costlier by 16% and 1%,
respectively, while animal
feed prices have risen
10.34%.

The Congress keader al
s0 asked why there was no
cut in petrol prices despite
a decline n international
crude oll prces and lower
costs resulting from 200%
ethanol blending. He al
leged that alternatives to
petrol had been limited to
benefit ethanol producers,
while serfous guestions re-
mained over the impact of
E20-blended petrol on
vehicle milesge and
compatibilany.

Food security

Congress Rajya Sabha MP
Syed Naseer Hussain sald
the Modi government’s ag-

of suggar cane for

went run by ‘iegges

' (push for E20 was

compromising India’s food
SEcUrity. “As more sugar-
cane is diverted towards
ethanol, domestic sugar

ing s
m nearly a decade to meet
domestic demand during
the festival season,” he said
m a post on X,

AAP comvener Arvind
Kejriwal said in a video
message that the govern
ment started making etha-
nol from sugarcane in or-
der 1t save foreign
exchange spent on oll im-
ports. “Now, they will im-
port sugar using that fo-
reign exchange,” he said.
“It’s a government entirely
run by illiterates. No one
knows what will happen if
they do something,” he ad-
ded.

/ <~ —
Crop damage, production
dip, and festival demand

led to price hike, says govit.

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELII

As 18 Stares and Union Ter
rtories witnessed an in-
crease of 80 to 818 for a ki
logram of sugar within one
year, the Union govern
ment said on Friday that ot

i sy e
now cfnsidering import- ua had taken

steps 1o stabilise the prices.

On Friday, Odisha regis-
tered the highest price lor
sugar - 264.72 for a kilo-
gram, which was 7.80
higher than In the same
date of 2025, followed by
Madhya Pradesh and
Punjab.,

Other than Odisha, con-
sumers from Assam, Delhi,
Goa, Keralam, Madhya Pra-
desh, Meghalaya, Punjab,
Tripura and West Bengal
also paid over €60 for a ki
logram of sugar on Friday.
The national average price
wals 158,23,

Compared 10 the same
date of Last month, Madhya

LB States and U.Ts witnessed
anincrease of V010 A ko &
kilogram of sugar in one yoar

Pradesh witnessed an in-
crease of T15.70 per kg, fol-
lowed by Punjab, where
the increase was TH.G7 per
kg. Compared to Friday of
last week, Madhya Pradesh
saw the sharpest increase
of €11.82, followed by O

isha, rising by 110,67,

The Union Ministry of
Consumer Affairs, Food &
Public Distribution said in
a statenent that sugar pric-
es had increased in recent
weeks, from 348,18 per kg
on July 20, 1o I55.70 per kg
on August 20. “The go-

vernment has taken a se-
ries of measures to ensure
adequate avallability of su-
gar and stable prices for
consumers,” the statemment
said, and maintained that
rise in sugar prices could
not be attributed o etha
nol. *1It is mcorrect to attri-
bute the recent increase in
sugar prices to diversion of
sugar for ethanol produc-
tion. In fact, the share of
sugar diverted for ethanol
has declined from around
12% in 2022-23 o around
9% In 2025-26," the state-
ment added.

The government added
that the present increase in
sugar prices was doe 10 a
combination of factors, in
cluding lower-than-expect-
ed domestic production,
increased demand abead
of the festive season,
weather-related damage to
the sugarcane crop, tight
ening global suggar supplies
and hoarding by some sec-
tions of the industry.
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Ensuring equity amid India’s educational progress

uw Lallh: T S 1 ) i
o Education (UDISE ) 200526

- 1™ notabde pm
India’s school education system,
covering 147 milbon schools, 240 milkon
siucents, and 102 millon teachers, Progress his
bewnt recorded in gross enrolment, studenm
retention, dropoust reduction, teacher avaikibibey,
and educational Infrastructure. However, the
report abso shows that regioeal and sockal
disparities persist in socess, resources, learning
Opportunities, and educational outooemes,
Disparities in gross enrolment ratios (GER),
dropout rtes, puptl-teacher ratios, and
Infraseracture avallabdity across reglons and
social groups indicate the ongoing challenge of
guaranteving equitable, inclusive, and guality
education in India

Regional and social imbalances

The report confirms that sggnificant varsations
exist Seross sockoeconomic groups and
peographic regons | terms of variows indicors
The dezribumion of eswolled students shows that
Andhra Pradesh leads in Aadhaar seeding
(99.6%), folowed by Chandiggarh (99%), while
Meghabioras records the lowest rste (35%),
compared with the national average of S0.2%
Uttar Pradesh accounts for the haghest share of
schoods and studess enralment, while Meghalayva
and Hammsachal Pracdkesh bave the kowest shares of
schools relative so enrolment, indicating highwer
student-school ratios.

At the school level, West Bengal has recorded
thee higghest propoction of Souesdationsd and
pregaratory schools (79%) of total, and among
the Jowest seconmdary schools (1%); Chamdiggarh
has the highest secondary schools (83%) and the
lowest foundational and preparatory schools (5%)
of 1otal. The social composition of eveolled
students shows significant variation across
regions. Chandigarh and Delhi bave the highest
proportions of General casegory students, while
Lakshadweep, Mizoram, Meghalaya, and Ladakh
harve high proportions of Schedule Tribe (ST)
enrolment. Punjab records ome of the highest
shares of Scheduled Caste (SC) enrolment,
whereas Other Backward Classes representacion
Is particatardy high In Tamil Nada and Gujar.

Al the national level, the GER has recordex]
highwest for OBCs (49%), llowed by Gemeral
(27%), SCs (7%, amdd ST (10%). Thus, GER
Indicanes large differences In schood educarion
enrolment in comparisan o thelr comesponding
populaticon of each social group.

The Gender Parey Index across fl school
leweds shows higher girks” esrolment and
participacion than boys acrass most of the
Stages, Undon Terrhories. The UDISE» data show
theat students Som minorty commmmmities
sccount for more than 20% of enrolment, with
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MursBens s Parsis among the magor sinoeiny
groups. The sverage ensolment per schoal shows
thaat Chamdligarh regsters the highest average
enrolment per schoal (1,154), followed by Delhi
(T&3), while Ladakh records the lowest average
enrolment (64), mdcating variation in the siae of
thw schooks across the coustry

The pupileeacher ratio (PTR) & an impostant
factor mfioencing students” perfonmance and
achievement. The PTR varies highly, registering
borwest in Usions Territocies aex] highvest in densely
populated States. A significant inter-State
variation in FTH exists across pedagogical stages;
e, foundatiosal, preparmory, and smddle FTRs
are generally lower tham secondary across most
of the States, Tharkhand recosds the highest
Secomdary PTR (43), folloswed by Ut Pradesh,
signifying a heavy workload on teachers. On the
other band, Sikkam has the lowest secondary PTR
(6, followed by Ladakh. The CER varies
significantly at the levels of sohools and regions
across the coumtry, Meghakava records the higthest
Foundational GER (1), followed by Mizoram,
whale Bbar bas the lowest GER (24), preceded by
Uttar Prackesh. Meghalayva again records the
highwest Preparstory GER 071, folkowed by
Manipur; whereas Gugarat has the lomest GER
(), preceded by Bbar. Chandigarh and
Meghalaya record the highest Middle GER (115),
folkorwed by Dedhi, O the contrary, Bbar bas the
howest GER (08, preceded by Nagaland. Similarly,
Chandigarh registers the highest Secondary GER
(049, followed by Goa; while Bihar has the lowest
GER (45), preceded by Nagaland

The dropoat rate determines the antainmess
and transition rage 1o the nest stage of schools
Bihar accounts for the highest preparstory
dropout rate (7.9%), followed by Meghalaya. On
the ocher hand, many States Unlon Terrborkes
such s Delhi, Haryvanas and Matarashora do not
report dropout. Similarly, Bikar records the
highest middle-leved dropoue rme (9%), followed
by Uttar Pradesh. While several States, Union
Territories such as Chandigarh, Maharashira and
Anthira Pradesh do not register deapaots at this
stage, Ladakh records the highest secondary
dropout rste (H.8%), followed by Kamataka, West
Bengal bas the lowest dropout rate (1.5%),
preceded by Telangana.

Persistent gaps

Generally, access wo schooling has improved
stanihcantly over the years. MNost children now
harve 2 school at 2 sulable Astance, ban reglonal
differences comtinue, Remnotely locaied places.
hilly, eribal and boeder areas still have limined
schools and transport facibties, where

school going chddren face greater diculties in
aencieg schoal regularty, such as In Bageshwar
district of Uttarakband, Ganjam and KancBsamal
districts of Oclisds, Kathua district of Jamess s

Kashumie, and Palghar diserict of Maharsshera,
Sesdraneossly, children fram 5Cs, STs
minorities, and economically poor Famlies have 3
greater likelihood to face diferemt barriers thae
limit thetr enrolmens, attendance, and
completion of schooling

School infrastrocture bas impeovad i seversd
arvas of the country, L., access (o drimking water
and electricity. However, the avallabiliny of
Infrastructure varkes regionally across the
country. Educationally backward districes are soill
struggling 10 provide a bearming enwironment in
rural schools in comparison 10 wban aress

Teacher ivaslability is a Gaovor thant sgnificamthy
Influences educanonal outcames. The report
shores that marmy SEates Benve recruied quadified
teachers, whibe teacher shortages contime in
several regons. Rural and remote schools often
face a shortage of seachers performing maltple
clisses and subjocts and many other
non-teacheey resporsibilities alotsed by the
government, High student-seacher ratios reduce
the mdwidual attention students recesve and
adversely affect the learning process. Despite
progress in girs' schooling, challenges persst in
reducig dropout rates, enbancing transition
from primary 1o secondiary education, and
prowviding suthclent and suxable facilities for
disabled children. Inclusive infrastructure,
accessible cissrooms, and supportive teaching

My | for eguitable education

siSls Across
accesadbility, infrastructure, teacher avankabilty,
digital rescumrces, and social inclusion. Addressing
these dimensions collectively is essential for
equitable educaciooal developmens. In line with
the Natiomal Education Policy (NEPF) 2000,
tangeved imvestment in educatiomally deprived
regions, improved digeal mfrastructure, adeguate
teacher deplovment, and stronger suppoet for
disadvantaged groups can help bridge persistent
s,

Regional and socal imbakinces continue to
influence education) opporturmties and learming
conditions. Reducing these disparities reguires a
balanced approach that collectively Impeoves
infrastructure, promotes eguitable teacker
degpioymenst, strengthers inclusive socsal and
economic polices, and provides dedicated
suppon for disadvanmaged sockl groups. A
regiosally and socially balanced appeoach char
integrates educations quality, equity, axl
socessibility will help create 3 maore inchsive
educaton system, address the paradox of
progress in India's evolving school education
landscape, and contribute to the country’s
long-term social, economic, and regiomal
devedopment

YoulTube Homework
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States-India refstions due o mounting

sanctions, & is inoreasingly cear that
Wiashingron needs regional powers such as New
Dedbs 1o support common ghobal mterests and
values. Amid the ULS. visa Issues for Indlans and
the energy crisis stemming from the war m West
Ass, Indian and US. Foretgn and Commerce
Ministers have undersoored the need Tor
reciprocal trade and emergy sreements. While
the prime objectves In the present redations are
clear, the strategy needs repewed focus on
marsime domain awareness (MDA, which is
crucial for the “wimpeded rade” and has been
unequivocally agreed 1o by both sades

n esphe the diplomatic dithculties in Unlted

The Indo-Pacific is a trade artery

The West Asia criss has demosstrated that the
Ido-Pacilc &5 not onlly 4 crucial peostrateyic
location for India and the US. bant also for the rest
ol the world. Geoeconomically, it is the
aroultory system of the global economy, a vast
marsime cormdor through which nearly $7
trillion in trade fows anmsally, conmecting enengy
producers m the Perssan Gulf to mamsfacturing
hubs In Easz Asla and consumer markets across
the Amsericas. Some of the work!s busiess
marsime chokepoints, the Strases of Malicca, the
Lombok, and the Sunda, Hormue,
Bab-al-Mandeb, and Mozambique chanmels se
sqquarely within its wisers, craclal lor both energy
] containes supples. Yoo, this indspensable
artery of global comumerce is iIncreasingly being
theeatened by & commvengence of state-sponsored
coercion, illegal marrime activity, and a
dangerows survelllance gap - grographically,
Jurisdictiomally and instinationa®y — thal even the
LLS. is inching challenging o address alone.

The Indo-Pacific Partnership for Maritene
Domam Awareness (IPMDA) lunched under the
Quad framework in 2022, represents the mos
crelible multilsteral architecture yet devised 10
address this problem. It is a practical,
techmology-based mechanism for sharing
near-resalime maritene data across partmer
nathons 1o detect, deter, and respond o threats 10
the Trew Bow of trade, And is il

Poxga Bhan
Teathes marti e
prapaitca ot the
OF Jnddd Globa
Uriwersey

Maritmw
COOPCeTation
throwgh the
Indo-Paciix
Partnership for
Marithnw
DPamain
AWareness
APMDA) can
strengthen the
Indo-Paclic’s
trading svstem

a2y

Unimpeded trade needls

—_—

operationalisation is anchaored In robuss

ULS -India cooperation under Quead (Incdia,
Australia, Jagan, the LS, which is now a
strategic mmperative, At the techaodogical level,
2005, India has already purchased SeaVision
sechnology from the U.S., which includes
software enhancements, traming, and kogistical
support necessary for mutual MDA cooperation

A surveillance deficit

The Indo-Pacihc sutfers from a persistent and
widening maritime sarvedlance deficit, As a
mubtilayered technologcal asstmadation, MDA
provides an effective understandiog of the
maaritione domain and its impacts on security,
sifety, the ecanomy, and the environmens.

Acroes the broader waters of the Indian Ocean,
which connect to the Soath China Sea and the
Western Pacihic, hundreds of vessels roatinely
disable their Ausomatic entification System
(ARS) ransponders - a phenomenon analysts call
woing dark” ~ likely to evade sanctions, conceal
cargo, and cause sadety and esvironmental
threats,

Such vessels many also be engaged in suggeding
o ship to ship transfers of contrahand. Many
sevaller Nshing vessels Gl outside mandaoey ALS
transponcder carriage reguirements, and
depending on the applicable national and
prermational regubstory framework, they are also
found engaged In [llegad Nshing practices i other
ralhons” waters of even al high sess. This depletes
regonmal socks and undermines the food security
of litnoral states.

Furthermore, as witmessed m recent times,
nan-stae i well as stine amliased actors are
conducting grey-zone opetations designed 1o
meimidase and coerce, while escapmg any legal
o corrventional military response. The Quand'’s
Indo-Pacific Martime Surveillance Collaboration
2006 (IPMSC), under the IPMDA archiiecoure, 15
as elegant in s pragmatism as in 85 coaperation,
based on a shared understanding that no country
cam monitor the vast ooeans alone, By integrating
chata from commercial sapellite-based
radio-fregueency mosisaring, radar fusion, and
exXInNg partmer-nation sensor networks, and

 /
A las the answer

sharing it with ke -minded parters, It creates a
layered, near-comtinuous picture of martime
activities,

The beneficiaries

For the U.S., regional cooperation in the Indian
Ooean is essertial if # aims o focus on its
imenediante neighbourhood m the Pacfic and 1
Atlantic. For India, is Indormation Fusion
Centre-Indlian Ovean Regio ‘ |

establtshed | A g ST Tarural
instutional complement A's regional hub

architecture. IPMDA is precisely the kind of
arvangemsent that respects India's sovereignty
while amplifying its reach. With the basics
already In place, US indla cooperackon s
mecessary but not sufficient

The full potential of IPMDA/IPMSC will be
realised only theough the active participation of
exating Quad partners & well as the Assocstion
of Southessz Aslan Natlons (ASEAN) partner
states, the Pacific Ishind nations that construte
critical maritime corridors. The European Union,
which has upheld the importance of free and
open tracke since the Hormmuz crisis, sggnals an
appetite for engagement that Washingson and
New Dedbs must cultivae

The contributions and benefies of
IPMDASTPMSC Sor saller, capacity<constrained
partmers, such as Bangladesh, the Maldives, the
Sevehelles, Srl Lanka, and Flji, are signihcant.
These countries huve independent surwillance
infrastructure, bae thelr waters are frequently
explomed because these systems remain
ineffective ot addressing maritime crimes beyvond
thedr jurtsdicoions. This provides an opportunicy
o collaharation

The strategxc envirosmment . the Indo-Pacihc
beas systematically dismantied the assumption
that open tracke is unilaterally sustarable. The
freedam of pavigarion upan which glohal supply
Chades depend & increasingdy contested, and
such contestation, unrebutted, has become
precedent in recent years, In a region where
coercion has mcreasingly become the carrency of
Power, transparency mast present iself as a form
of deterrence

Youlube Homework
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Iran vows ‘devastating’ response as

U.S. threatens tough eco

Iran’s armed forces chief savs Tehran is ready across land, sea, air and cvberspace
President Masoud Pezeshkian says it is time to end the war now, claiming that

Reuters
DUBAI/'WASHINGTON

ran said on Friday that

its response to any

new US. threats
would be “devastating” af-
ter Washington pledged to
impose the toughest finan-
cial penalties in history
with the aim of toppling
the Iranian leadership.

U.S. Treasury chief Scott
Bessent said he would give
details on Monday of the
planned sanctions, which
follow a warning from Pre-
sident Donald Trump of
economic  consequences
against any country that
provided “any type of life-
line to Iran”,

The chief of staff of

Mohammad Bagher Ghalibaf during a visit to the grave of an Iraqi

paramilitary commander killed in a 2020 U.S. drone strike. AP

Iran’s Armed Forces, Major
General Ali Abdollahi, said
the Islamic Republic’s reac-
tion would be broad and
decisive.

“With  preparedness

across land, sea, air, air de-
fence and cyberspace,
Iran’s armed forces will
respond to the enemy's
new threats with crushing,
punishing and devastating

responses,” Mr. Abdollahi
was quoted as saying by
Iranian media.

[ran’s Parliament Speak-
er, Mohammad Bagher
Ghalibaf, the country’s
main negotiator in mediat-
ed talks with the U.S., said
Washington appeared to
have concluded it could
not prevail in its direct mil-
itary confrontation.

“We must make plans to
deal with the unjust sanc-
tions so that we can over-
come them,” he said in
neighbouring Iraq, accus-
ing the U.S. and Israel of re-
sorting to what he said was
economic and “cognitive”
warfare,

Meanwhile, Iranian Pre-
sident Masoud Pezeshkian

mic hit
» deliver ‘crushing, punishing’ retaliation;
an is in a stronger position than the US.

said that it was time to end
the months-long war be-
cause Tehran appeared to
be in a stronger position
than Washington.

“It is better that we
bring the war to an end
NoOw as we are in a position
of power and dignity,” Mr.
Pezeshkian said.

“The whole world ack-
nowledges our victory and
emphasises that America
has attacked our schools,
hospitals and infrastruc-
ture in violation of all regu-
lations and is hated around
the world.”

His remarks come
weeks after Iran’s Supreme
Leader Mojtaba Khamenei
said he had approved the
deal to end the war.

Youlube Homework

USA-IRAN War
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Thousands of migrants in Ceuta wait
in limbo as §_p_:3m works out what to do

Up 1 L0 Lbaran e Iuenin i dle ciny wecks after

refuse 1o leave; the UN has urged the country 1o process ; mlum CRAIMS a8 SO0N 345 Poss

Associsted Press

CELTA

or weeks, migrants
F In the Spanish verri
tory of Ceuta had

gathered om 2 beach away
from the city centre, sheep-
ng on cardboard sheets,
under resed huts and goard-
g thelr few possessions In
tattered plastic bags.

They were gome by
Thursdsy mormimg  after
Spanish  police escorted
them 10 makeshift shelters,
But an howr laser, other mi-
grants  were  combing
through the trash they had
keft behind for amything
useful: an abandoned mant-
tress, plastic chairs, shwets,
A scrap of tap

The scene exemplified
the cogoing bumanitarian
crisis in Ceuta, where up 1o
10U000 migrants remain in
the city weeks after mare
than 72,000  people
poured into the small
Spanssh  terrioey  meigh-
bouring Morocco, Three
weeks Liver, Spanish auch
arities were strugging 1o
sheldter and anend 10 those
who refused to leave - or
even determine how many
migrants were still in the
clity of 84,000,

Within days of the indtial
border rush, In which at
keast 590 people died, maost
migrants went back 1o Mo
roccn, realising the difhicul-
ties of staying in Ceuta and
their  slim  chamces ol
reaching mminkax] Eu-
rope. Bur thousands re
mainel, hiding m  the
woods, on beaches and

SO stranded: Spanish police escort migrants who craossed from Noroooo into Sgain as they retum 1o 2
seach inCeuta on Frday aher being eped ad from e ared the prevoss day A

outside & migramt recep-
ton cenire.

Humanitarian crisis
City officials estimate that
SO00 10 10,000 migramts

including abour 2,000
minoes - could still be In
the city, based on the num-
ber of daily food rations
handed out by ald groups.
Spain’s Interior  Manistry
puts the Szure at roughly
S,000 people,

The UN refugee agency
highlighned Lege Bumani-
tarlan  and operational
challenges in Ceuta in an
mterview with AP, specifi-
cally aroumn acoess 10 shel-
ter, basic services and
food, While most of those
who crossed inm late July are
from Marocoa, people
from war-torm Sudan, Mali
and Yemen also reached

the Spanish exclive,

The UN refugee agency
urged Spanish authorithes
10 start processing their
asylum daims as soon as
possible, estimating that
abosst 1,200 migrants in
Ceuta could be elgible for
international  protection,
according o Paula Barra
chima, a spokesperson for
the agency in Spam.

The Spamish govern
ment says 1B working 10
house the remaining mi
grants in the city, and re
turn a sense of normalcy to
Ceuta.  On  Thursday,
Spaim’s Minister of Inclu-
sion, Sodal Security and
Migration Elma Saiz said
the povernment had se
cured space 10 accommo-
dase 1,800 migrames in a

parking lot and a military
faciliny sometimes used for

religious events, It is look-
Ing lor more space.

Even so, an AP photog-
rapher on Thursday saw
migramts still roaminyg the
streets.  Elsewhere, hun-
drecls of women and mi-
nors were sheltering in ma-
keshit centres run Iy
locals.

Khadiia Rifa, a 20 year
okl woman from Morooo,
acknowledged that some
people  were  receiving
heldp, bus didn't know what
Spwin plamned 10 do with
ackales like her. “They help
the minces and the young:
sters, but they haven't
found sy soluthons  Toe
us,” she said Wednesday.

Ms. Rifai sakd her life in
Maorocon was “normal® but
in lare Judy, she and ber
husband swam to the
Spanish serritary In search

Oof Better oppottunities and
healchcare. Her husband
wis sent back o Morooon,
but she hid from authori-
tles and stayed on. She
now hopes to reunite with
him and evemtually move
1o mainland Spain, where
she wanis 1o have children.

“Evens though we sul-
fered here In Cewna, we
hope that ooce we reach
the mainkand, life will be
good and we will Bave a
house, a car, and everyth-
ing we dreamed of” Ms. Ri-
fad sand.

Couna Mivor Juan Jesis
Vivas accused the natonal
government, led by Soclal
ist Prime Minister Pedro
Sincher, of not  dodeg
enough 10 comtrol the sit-
uation, On Tharsclay, Span
ish police escored several
hundred people, mostly
men, through the citvs
streets to a sheher. Hours
laver, Vivas, & member of
the centre-right Popular
Party, sald the govern-
ment’s decision to move
migrants from the beach 1o
other locations in the city
did not demonstrace *a wil
1o fix the problem.”

Spain’s Mgracion Minis
try said the govermment
has allocased 6.5 million
aurcs 576 milon) in
emergency funds to help
the city cope with the new
arrivals. Speaking in Ceuta
this week, Migration Minis-
ter Saix pramsed the work of
hocal organizations in Ceu-
ta and said 4,000 meals
had been disiribured every
day since August 3

A ministry spokesper

ople poured in, even as Spanish authorities struggle wo shelter those who
» whitle local officials accuse the gove, of not doing enough

son sakl the Spanmish o
vernment has to process
every case on an indivicaad
basss. Bedore thae can bap
pen, police st identiry
those who entered the city
illegally, verify every mi-
grant’s mationality and
hackgroamd,  determine
who qualifes for interma-
tlonal protection and esta
blish who must leave, eith-
er voluntarily or by force,
he said,

"Willing 1o wait”®

Migrants in Ceuta say they
are willing 1o walt our the
uncertainty. Hundreds had
gathered carlier i the
week in protest on a beach
in Couta, carrving signs
reading “Asvium” aloeg:
side Spantsh flags.

Mobsamed Yagoub, 18, a
migrane from Chad hid for
days n the woods after
Spanish soldiers chased
him in e July, he sakl, He
mamnaged 10 stay and wish-
e o someday sty in
France.

Getting there will noe be
casy. Travellers Jesving
Ceuta and Mellla, Spain’s
other territory inm North
Africa, are subjgect to exit
checks ot ports and air-
ports, an obstacke for those
who enter the territosies §-
legally and hope to reach
the European continent.

“We ask them o allow
us entry and give us the ne
cessary papers and docu-
ments,” My, Yagoub sold an
AP photographer in a cell-
phooe note. “The most lm
portant thing for us is to
et the papers”
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Sowcar Janaki, the versatile face
of southern cinema, is no more

In her five-decade career, she effortiesshy essaved a variety of rodes: she started out as a drama artiste in All India Radio, and
debuted in Alms with Shanvukaru in 1950 she went on to capeivate viewers with 450 films in Telugu, Tamil, and Kannada

B. Kalappan
CHENXAL

owcar hinakl, known

for her versatile roles

in Tamnil, Tedaga and
Kannada fAlms, passed
away in Cheneai gn Priday.
She was 9.

Sowcar' became part of
her name when she made
her flm debut m Shavika-
rw (950, a Tedugu film di-
rected by LV. Prasad. In
Tamd, ber entry began
with the film Valayaparhl
(1952). She went on to be
asocated with some of
the finest songs and roles,
displaying style, fnesse,
majesty, and a range of ex
pressions, in her fivede
cade career. She even
camed the title ‘weeping
face’. But she preferred to
call herselt a feminist.

Her first movie with Si
vaji Ganesan was Paawi Vi
lakkw (though the film Fa-
dikkatha Madhai  was
redeased frs).

A reapient of Padma
Shri and Tamil Nadu's Ka-
lasmamnani awards, she ace:
ed with three Choef Minss-
ters of Tamll Nadu - M.G.
Ramachandran, M. Karu
nanidhl and Jayalalithaa
and, in Telugu, with NT.
Kama Rao, She was one of
the Gvourite actors of di
rector K. Babwchandar,

She played a remarkable
comic role as the pretend
mother of Ragmikanth
Thittu Mullu.

The song “Maxknipos-
hurhin Mayakkathile Naan
Komavu NKandem Thozhi™
from the flm Bhagyvalaksh-

med abways conures up the
image of Ms. Janaki, who
played a widow in the flm.
Another hlm, Babu, star
ring Sivaji Ganesan in the

pad role, feamured Ms. Ja
naki prominently as Sride
vi's mother. In a way, ber
e resembled that of the

flm's mother rich-
turmed: poor,
Born Sankaramanchs la

maki in 1931 o Rajahmun-
dry [mow Rapamabendrava
ram| m Andhra Pradesh
imto a Brahmin Gmily, she
grew up i a household
where her Gther, who had
stuched paper-making
technology in Englind, va-
ed education. English
was the language spoken at
home. The atmosphere
was conservative, and
watching Slms was taboo.
Listening 10 the radio was
her favourite pastime. She
participsted  in  dramas
broadcast by the All Inda
Rachio and soom became an
A-grade artisse because of
her robust voice.

In an interview with ac-
tor Subasmi Mandratnam,
she had recalled how Telu-
gu film producer Nagl Red
i, captivated by her voice,
offered her a rode In a film,
But her family was against
it, and she was forced 1o
marry at the age of 15 to
prevent her from acting.
She became a mother at 17,
Ms. Jaraki herself had spor
ken abowt the abject pover-
ty she faced when she be
gan her Alm career as a
mother of two children.
Her fortumes charged kater.

Even though mamy fe

male actors acted oppxe
S Ganesan, Ms. Janakl's
acting in flms such as
Puthiya Paravai, Uyarmtha
Manithan and Mahakavi
Kafidas measured up to the
thesplan's. Her songs, bo
dy languagr and dialogue
delivery made fans sit up
and take notice.

With her extracedinary
halrstyle and Singapore
style costume, she would
enter humming o the
beats of bongos while Shvaji
Ganesan lit a Ogarette in
Puthiye Parawal. Her ex
pression in the song *Paar-
tha  Gnaabagam Malyo™
was stunming. Her rale in
tormenting Sovap Ganesan
throughout the flm, par
ticularly m the song " Enge
Nimmarki, Enge N
mathe”, is another mules
1o,

Kannada milestones

In Kannada Industry, she
debuted with Devakanmika
(T953), Her long on-screen

EEoCiation with thespian
Dr. Rajkumar &5 one of the
highlights of her remarka-
ble Gl jourmey. She had
featured in legendary film
maker BR.  Panthulu's
Rarhmagirtya Rahasya
(1967), an adventure flm
starriog Uday Kuamar,

“Janaki's English-speak:
ing abilithes stood out. She
was also known for choos
img progressne  charac-
pers.” said flm historian K.
Puttaswasmy.

Ms. Janaki essayed pro-
minent characrers in the
1960s and Ms. Panthulu’s
School Master, an &
clamed social drama, is
another noted work., Her
pext Kannada progect was
also a maestone movie.
B.S. Rangas Mahishasura
Mardini (1959 is consi
dered the first major pan-
Indian movie. The movie,
starring Dr.  Rajkumar,
Uday Kumar and Nam
simharaju, was dubbed in-
to seven barguages follow-

ing s immense popalarity
in Kannada. In her second
stint in Kannada cinema,
Ms. Janaki excelled a5 a
character  artiste.  She
played Raglusmar's mother
in Thayige Thakka Mage
(978, Her fnal Karmada
movie was Pungl Daase
(2013), starring comedan
rmed-hero Komal Kumar

Malayalam's “Mariya”
One of Ms. Janakl’s rare o
rays into Malyalim cimne
ma was the memorahle
Soorya Manasam (1952
She plaved Mariva, the lov-
ing mother of Putture
mees, an  imtellectually
challenged man played by
Mammootty. Even as Ure
mees bears the brumt of
the ridicule of thase
aroumnd bam, Mariva is one
aof the few who under
stands him fully. She was
able 1o convincngly por-
tray the mental strength of
that characier.

She has 450 flms o her
credit in five hinguages: Te-
Jugu, Tamil, Hinds, Malaya-
lam and Kannada.

Ms. Jamaki was also part
of the freedom movement
during the freedom strag
ge In 194647, during
which she warked closely
with Durgabai Deshmukh
She recalled with great
pride the privilege of hav
Ing served Maharma Gand
hi as a2 yvoung volumteer
when be visited the Hinds
Prachar Sabha in then
Madras.

(With inpeats from Vivek
M.V, SR, Praven, and
I. Appala Naidu)
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