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STTeT AT YZaI?

). HRT A RIS 9T (Asiatic Lions)
2. AgOqUl I
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YRd H TR IR (Asiatic Lions) P IREUT dIo1d Sde I Tad do! Thadl B! Hel-dl H I T g1 20T [dleq) ! LT H
AW B &1 HIR W Ugd 31 I DI G-AT TS TR Kbl TR R Ugd g1 g

1. HRd # TRRATS W &1 adur- Rufa (Current Status)

IEI | faaRoT (Distribution) et fRyfa
dI9dH 164! ”R UM (16th Lion oA B TRETE IR Had YR & TR (Conservation Status)
Population Estimation Report) & TS H U S ©1 A 3 w9 R 3¢ SMISYHITA (IUCN) P ¥ fore
SR, TORTd H TR =R ! ﬂ@ﬁ@ﬁﬁ?ﬁ;&[ FARTY (Creater H gWUT (Endangered) U7 H 3T
T SghR 89181 TS 2 Gir Landscape) & ST, 3, T § 3R aella TR IR,
YIGTR, IoihIe, TRECR 3R NG
Tfed 11 frell & 35,000 a7 fpaRiteR 1972 %1 ST | (Schedule |)
¥ dipagud T FATH TR BT BIL GR&T U

gl
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2. 204 IATS] A AP 3T dF: BlagTRIS &1 AT

URIHD TR (2041 AT DI I[H3Td)

199 et & 3fd 3R 20dT T&I B BT H, AID RHR R
3TA & JHIH & BRI HRA | TRMAT IR & 9= e o
DHad 1gei (TTHIT 12-20) 3B 718 |
SANTE & 7919 §RT Ugd: 1913 & 3MRUN, Td Jg gy fdbar
1 f }R fIqw 819 910t €, T9 SNTG o a1 A R} &b RIBR
R quf ufdsy & o 3R ST 26 & it o8 Her I3

STTerT G=1P (2000 - 2025 TD)

ST BT fIaR: I P gl AEIE! DI @d gy, 3%
UTghiadh AT &I AR foar mam| 2004 3R 2008 # ffaaran
3R fARAR S 9T 3HIRTY §-1T 7T

AT & 91G &b YT (1950 - 1980)

1965 T HARVY BT TS: HRA IRBR 3R ORI a7 faHNT =
TR DI g9 & ot THR 7 = fbul 1965 ¥, R 9 (Gir
Forest) ! faRIY 30 ¥ TR IRI & &0 & ol T g=aeila
SHIRUY (Wildlife Sanctuary) 9ifSd fabar |
PTLAT JRET: 97 (IR&M0N) AT, 1972 & ARLEH I b
TREIOT DI 3R 3P B 9 B
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THSTT P URTIGRT 3R Ueide dia—

TYGH B1 UG Wielde AIA (Project Lion)

R @, faRy =g Iyl s ofR Iraut e @ TYTH A% Aldl gRT AT Uisiae A1 (Project Lion) &
TRefor § 2 fopam T, R ArMa-a=eitg J9s (Human- H1eOH ¥ YIS ddbriie (o STl Saie! 3R HHRT <) Hl
Wildlife Conflict) & 4RI %H! 35| ST, 98] U] ferfobed, GHWEEHHW (Rescue Centers)

YT fHT 77T 3R BN & T Al TR & =0 H Svel a=usilg
3HYRUY (Barda Wildlife Sanctuary) &! famfad foear ma|
3 9 Tar ¥ 9! eI H 32% P i &0l Bl s | |

O ivgror s o= gHifadr: grifes IR ot e 7 AMER i< g3 8, At =it 3R Goftar I o1 7111 § b we &1 wfieferes
& T i} SMTETE 1F o HRUT fopd! SHRT AT HEMRT & HRUT QLT ToTifd IR W1 &1 Y8 dl o | S9fed, Y ! T Sifafed
HITITTe R (SR 7e TR & HH1 ARMd UIdh H) RIMFIART & & dior1 IR o S 9 T 8
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TREE W (Asiatic Lion) — SIRIR® GRILGIY

URMTE IR (Asiatic Lion), S a1 U § Panthera leo leo HET ST 8, AT B! T WMER 3R gaH foeet Tofadl H J Uk g1 3hIdhl & I &
de, 98 g1 § 2RI &1 THHT Siifad Ueld gl
TR W F TR T $8 7 3R A9 a1d e 718 8

1. RIS fa=ivare (Physical Features)

ATHR 3T (Mane) U< &1 & (Skin Fold)

g 3fThIpt AT B gaT H ATS BIC 8Id g TR TS W & RR & I1d (3T) 3! TRATE T D! Jed Fo! UgdH 3% Ue &
TH GOD R (Male) BT ao THTHT 160- WH AN H B MR FH T Ed &1 39 e Tt g3 a1 B U ARy uRd

190 fHARTH 3R AET (Female) &1 aoiH JoIg I IP B gHN I faars od g (Longitudinal fold of skin) gIdl &, St
110-120 fraum™ BT 8| 3MpIep! TRY T Sgd HH I et UTg ST |

2. HAER 3R ATHITS AT (Behavior)

UTSS (Pride): IR & THE B! 'UISS' Hed ¢ | 3MhId! I & [AuRId, TRATS I & WES H TR 3R HIET SMTHAR R 3T- 3@ 38d § |
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HAER, 3TAT 3N IIH 9

i/r(? TR 3R HIGT BT G =0 ReR
HTGT 2R (AT U D] & Y AR T U158 3 g ¥4 9§ faxder R (diq@), IR, Hiemg $iR Shret
1A € | R 2R Had GHNT (Mating) & 999 I1 98 RIGR g3R o1 RER 1 ¢ | FH-F T R wRamg)
DI T B & o g ATl & 1Y JSd &, AT bl (AT & HAREl &1 H fRIeR Hd 81
I BIc R g A ed 7

@ URTIfere RIRT (Habitat) @ REIUT 3R D a
Fad YRd H Hfa: TRiH w1a d tRrms IR Y7 IR A & IMET: T & U 3 I & 99 A1 Ya6-Ja8 T
(Mediterranean) I d&y U:\f 3R HRd de UTU SITd 3| 3ffY® Tfohd BId |
AP ST RIFR F HRO 311 78 T3 g & Rics TRSHT (Roar): T URMTS IR DI T8I Bl THTHT 8
VIR 3 ORI 5 (R ¥ STl & € o o 2 Wﬁd¢ﬁ-—llﬁﬂd’{dl§'l. o

, N . 3IET g -3ffiea: TR & Sial § Xg+ ard 'HIaURy

WP Td® SATART: T Y[ UUTId! SivTal (Dry Deciduous P S o N
Forests) 3iR detal snfeal aral & # g1 U4 Hd g Ml @l N ot SR 3R

1Y X8d &€, Sl gf-ar § Ad-a-geitd 8-31id &l T

SRR R AR
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U1

fAafafad HyA R fdar Sifsre—
1
URATRE I Had HRd J UiHids =0
JT¢ S B
IRIE § ¥ BH-J1/8 HUT Fel 2/8?
A
HId 1 3R 2
C
1,2 3R 3

GS Paper-11l (2022)
T

2

38 IUCN € fere § quaumd
(Endangered) uft & a1 T B

3

3= ggolia TRemur ifAfgm, 1972 &t
ITEN-1 & 3l TR U B

"SR F Sia fAfdEIdT FREIOT F AT THETAT b HfAFBT T HeHichaT BT
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Meta told to disable ‘child sex abuse’ content

Instagram asked to provide explanation in seven
days; ‘action’ to be decided after reviewing reply

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

he Ministry of Elec-
T tronics and Infor-
mation Technology

has directed Meta, the pa-
rent body of several social
media platforms, to dis-
able advertisements and
content promoting and fa-
cilitating access to child
sexual exploitative and
abuse material (CSEAM) on
Instagram, according to go-
vernment sources.

It has also sought an ex-
planation on the issue.

“The Ministry has or-
dered Instagram to disable
such advertisements. The
government has also de-
manded a detailed expla-
nation on the action taken
and other relevant infor-
mation within seven days.
A notice in this regard was

isstied on Saturday,” said a
source.

It is learnt that the not-
ice was sent following a di-
rective from IT Minister
Ashwini Vaishnaw to se-
nior Ministry officials.
Further course of action
will be decided after re-
viewing the reply, said the
source.

Policy and standards
The move came a day after
the BBC Eye published its
investigation revealing that
Instagram had allegedly
been running “paid ad-
verts promoting child sex-
ual abuse material in In-
dia” and that such
advertisements linked us-
ers to channels on Tele-
gram, where they could
buy the material.

Meta’s policy on adver-
tisements, meanwhile,

IT Act, 2000, penalises obscene material; the IT
Rules, 2021, enforce obligations on social media

The notice comes amid
allegations that Meta’s

Unsafe algorithm had been

space

The government
has demanded

a detailed
explanation from
the corporation
on actions taken
against the Meta’s
advertisements
and other
relevant
information
within seven days JEIIUIES

stipulate that their content
must comply with com-
munity standards and
must not have imagery
depicting nudity and activ-
ities that are sexual or sex-
ually suggestive.

In response to a query
on the notice, a Meta spo-

advertisement
policy prohibits
content with
sexually suggestive

promoting videos with
child sexual abuse
material on its platforms

Instagram is alleged to have shown paid
advertisements with child sexual
abuse material which directed users
to Telegram channels where such
content was reportedly on sale

Meta is in a ‘constant
battle with criminals
who hide among our
3.5 billion users and try
to evade detection’,a
spokesperson said

kesperson pointed to an
earlier statement shared
after the BBC report came
out, where Meta said it had
a “zero tolerance policy for
soliciting  or  sharing
CSEAM” and added that
while the company de-
ployed technology to de-

tect such advertisements,
it was in a “constant battle
with criminals who hide
among 3.5 billion users
and try to evade our
detection”.

According to Meta’s pol-
icy, advertisements must
“comply with the com-
munity standards on adult
nudity and sexual activity.
Ads must not contain imag-
ery depicting nudity, sex-
ual activity, depictions of
people in explicit or sex-
ually suggestive positions,
or activities that are sexual-
ly suggestive”.

Rules and punishments
The policy sets additional
restrictions beyond the
Community Standard on
Adult Nudity and Sexual
Activity, says its sub-site.
According to a written
reply by Mr. Vaishnaw to

the Lok Sabha last year, the
IT Act, 2000 provides pun-
ishment for publishing or
transmitting obscene ma-
terial and material contain-
ing sexually explicit acts in
electronic form.

The Act also provides
for stringent punishment
for publishing or transmit-
ting material depicting
children in sexually expli-
cit acts in electronic form.

Besides, the IT (Inter-
mediary Guidelines and
Digital Media Ethics Code)
Rules, 2021 enforces obli-
gations on the intermediar-
ies, including social media
intermediaries, to observe
due diligence.

If they fail to observe it,
they lose the exemption
under law for third-party
information or data or
communication links host-
ed by them. The intermedi-

Social media firms in breach may lose exemption
under the law for third-party information or data

aries are required to re-
move any such content
within 24 hours.

The Ministry of Home
Affairs operates the Nation-
al Cyber Crime Reporting
Portal to receive com-
plaints  against cyber-
crimes, with special focus
on cybercrimes against
children.

It has also set up the In-
dian Cyber Crime Coordi-
nation Centre (I4C) for
such crimes.

The government has,
from time to time, blocked
websites containing CSAM,
based on lists from Inter-
pol received through the
Central Bureau of Investi-
gation. It has issued an or-
der to Internet Service Pro-
viders (ISPs), directing
them to block access to
such web pages or web-
sites, said the reply.

YouTube Howmeworlk

> IT Act 2000
> Section 69
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Govt. pushing ‘dangerous, diabolical Bills, says Jairam

Sobhana K. Nair
NEW DELHI

Ahead of the upcoming
Monsoon Session of Parlia-
ment, the Congress exud-
ed confidence that the un-
ited Opposition would
once again be able to stall
the Delimitation Bill, if the
government were to bring
it back, as well as the Con-
stitution (130th Amend-
ment) Bill, 2025, which
seeks the automatic dis-
missal of the Prime Minis-
ter, Chief Ministers and Mi-
nisters if they are arrested
and detained for 30 con-
secutive days.

Calling the former
“dangerous” and the latter
“diabolical”, Congress gen-
eral secretary (communi-
cations) Jairam Ramesh,
speaking to The Hindu,
said the government does
not have the numbers, des-
pite the split in the Trina-
mool Congress and Shiv
Sena (UBT).

“We are prepared for
the 2-D Bills — Delimitation
and Dismissal,” Mr. Ra-

Qe We are prepared for the
2-D Bills — Delimitation

and Dismissal [Constitution
(130th Amendment) Bill].. It’s
going to be a tightrope walk,
but I am confident that we will
be able to stop both the Bills

JAIRAM RAMESH
Congress leader

mesh said, referring to the
Constitution (130th
Amendment) Bill as the
“dismissal Bill”.

On April 17, the united
Opposition defeated the
Constitution (131st Amend-
ment) Bill, 2026, which
sought to redistribute Lok
Sabha seats on the basis of
the 2011 Census to expedite
the implementation of wo-
men’s reservation. “If you
go by what happened that
day, there were 528 mem-
bers in the Lok Sabha who
voted on the Bill. To pass
the Bill, the government
needed a two-thirds major-
ity, which put the number
at 352. As opposed to 352,

the government got 298.
Now they claim they have
324, which means they are
still significantly short,”
Mr. Ramesh said.

He further alleged that
the government could ar-
range for abstentions to
bring down the majority
mark. “T am not putting it
past them, but even if they
arrange for abstentions,
they are still substantially
short of the required num-
ber,” Mr. Ramesh added.

Calling the recent split
in the Trinamool and Shiv
Sena (UBT) a serious set-
back for the Opposition,
Mr. Ramesh said that all
Opposition parties conti-

nued to be in touch.

On April 17, all nine MPs
of Shiv Sena (UBT) and 22
of the 28 Trinamool MPs
had voted against the Bill.

“I don’t underestimate
the challenges that we
face. It’s going to be a tight-
rope walk, but I am confi-
dent that we will be able to
stop both the Bills,” Mr. Ra-
mesh said.

On the question of
whether the Dravida Mun-
netra Kazhagam’s distance
from the Indian National
Developmental, Inclusive
Alliance (INDIA) could aid
the government in passing
the Bills, considering the
recent tensions between
the Dravidian party and
the Congress, Mr. Ramesh
said, “Nothing has hap-
pened to convince me that
the DMK has suddenly sof-
tened towards the BJP. [ be-
lieve they continue to op-
pose the BJP; after all, the
BJP is the negation of eve-
rything the DMK has stood
for”

He further pointed out
that despite the DMK’s ab-

sence from the June 8 IN-
DIA bloc meeting, it had
joined the Aam Aadmi Par-
ty, which also did not at-
tend the meeting, in sign-
ing the joint Opposition
memorandum to the Chief
Justice of India on the Spe-
cial Intensive Revision and
other electoral issues.

Appeal to MPs

He also appealed to MPs
who broke away from the
Trinamool join the Nation-
al Citizens Party of India to
be conscious of the incon-
gruity of their position,
having voted against the
Bill in April. “It is not only
incongruous but also im-
moral for them to shift
their position now,” Mr. Ra-
mesh said.

The Constitution (130th
Amendment) Bill, 2025, is
currently under review by
a Joint Parliamentary Com-
mittee headed by BJP lead-
er Aparajita Sarangi. It is
expected to submit its re-
port before the beginning
of the Monsoon Session,
which begins on July 20.
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e T

T A URANAT HaT-Heal FIHAT?
. YRT H GRHFT AT T ST T a H gIAT—

uRfiaar (Delimitation) AT &7 . 1952
o oTF Tt I AT T F STIIEIT F sgenT FT & . 1963
ar fAat=rer &5 1 HAT FR Her BT geAfaawor . 1973
fabar arar &) st 9fgar r ulelaer . 2002
(Delimitation) Hed e 2002 F BT AT 5 2001 F) AFINET & STER
IO | W URHIFT a2, forarsbt fawrfder 2008 3 wrmar
« UAF faataer YT H TR JHATT AT el
Gler2Ia &3]
. WW%?’;;W;WWW(EQUO’ a#wm#vﬁaﬂww)wf#a"
Representation / 2026 > GRE AT I Uik IE &
AlFTIHE TAaRIT HI IJfeld §<C IHTT] TTaT gﬁ bk
ﬂﬁ?ﬂ?ﬂ? JTANT (Dehmrtat:on Commission) o Tg AT AT o5 T YT AT A1)
o URRAFT FHT Fret GREIFT JTANT (Delimitation . ST BT HIE) H T IR AT & T
Commission) HIaT & Hzt 2 faaeur 7 agena Jyd &
IS fabaiah ZIRT?- SR FAIHIT 21T
WW y e =
o191d|VU]a]] &l
A= FATATTT & AdTlsta< ATATENT (37e78T) zmmnaawww‘}?/ e
. FTT fAataeT ST AT IeTk TR . 170 - 37 Taensrasisit & fAataer &= &

. W@Hmiﬁmﬁzﬂ%’am I Fafaq)
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e T

- 13007 Ffaerer (Feny<r) fa®, 2025 vH
yaTIfad (Proposed) Bill & st 71g Ffaensr
Fonerer dffazne (Act) T 5T &1 § 20 3T
2028 FI SNHIAT H UST AT 737 9T I 518 &
A< FAGA AR (IPC) P ST 13T 37T

o« OO 13HAT AT 20 ST 2025
. gtwmyﬂw#t@ww‘#fm%@?#a#w
&ZTaY T UTaETST, Afg—
. 3T WS a AT IHfdd HAT qTer ITUITET HT
RIT &, T
. gmzoﬁ#waﬁwﬁm#
]

e A0 A FeersT b1 goITT &7

- HGDE 7S - BT ARG

. AGDT 164 - I ARURYE

. DT 239AA - Tecolt I FafdT g

- 131aT Ffaerer (Fenersr) faea®, 2026 (13)st

Constitutional Amendment Bill) — 9N& Az

o OO 1397 14T 16 31der 2026

3 H 33% I oTog o11a] #3aTl, faianl
S SISV T STAR h0)

ST GTaeTeT:

- gRIFT (Delimitation) F T 3 crararorar
T IUAIT g, A8 JAG HIeT gRT IT T
&t

o BNHFAT I IfAHTH TaoaT TZT $S0 A
FETHT 850 F T TZT1a

Fact:-
. 13137 Ffaener (Fenersr) faera®, 2026 T 32T

Hizeman & 33% ITEOT @ g AR HIat TAT
uReflaer 3 o3 Hdenfas graenar 7 FenersT
&I T

. HEOYR TE otz eNHEIT H aeqF Z-19815

SEHT T & #T AHT, SAlAT TRT FE g3TI
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Emergency gas curbs eased
as LNG shipments normalise

Press Trust of India

NEW DELHI

The Union government has
withdrawn most provi-
sions of an emergency nat-
ural gas supply regulation
order following the re-
sumption of liquefied natu-
ral gas (LNG) shipments
through the Strait of
Hormuz.

In a notification issued
on Saturday, the Ministry
of Petroleum and Natural
Gas amended the Natural
Gas (Supply Regulation)
Order, 2026, omitting key
operational provisions
which led to all domestical-
ly produced natural gas
and imported LNG to be
sold as per a priority cus-
tomer list drawn by the go-
vernment.

The original order, is-
sued on March 9 under the
Essential  Commodities
Act, was brought in after
the conflict in West Asia
disrupted LNG shipments,

India imports about
88% of its crude oil
requirements and
around half of its

natural gas needs

with suppliers invoking
force majeure and divert-
ing cargoes to priority
consumers.

The Ministry said the sit-
uation has since improved,
with a ceasefire in place,
further negotiations under
way, and traffic through
the Strait of Hormuz re-
suming.

Emergency measures
The gas supply curbs were
one of three emergency
measures the government
introduced after energy
supplies from the Gulf
were threatened by the clo-
sure of the Strait of Hor-
muz after the crisis broke
out with U.S.- Israeli strike
on Iran in February.

The other two measures
— directing refiners to max-
imise LPG production by
diverting feedstock from
petrochemicals and res-
tricting diesel sales to bulk
consumers — have already
been withdrawn as the
supply situation
normalised.

India, the world’s third-
largest oil importer and
consumer, imports about
88% of its crude oil require-
ments and around half of
its natural gas needs.
About 40-45% of its crude
oil imports and nearly 65 %
of its liquefied natural gas
(LNG) supplies come from
West Asia, underscoring
the country’s vulnerability
to disruptions in the Strait
of Hormuz.

The threat to traffic
through the waterway
prompted the government
to invoke emergency pow-
ers in March to safeguard
domestic fuel and gas
supplies.
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e T

AT 37T ?

- #TS 2026 F U ORIAT (West Asia) & Ho 2 T
giHjaT AeTsHEHET (Strait of Hormuz) I LNG
(Liguefied Natural Gas) #1 3afd anfelar ar % ot
TIRY SR A I B AT @Y F ST YT B
Sl TR 5 Natural Gas (Su ply Regulation)
Order, 2026 o7 @3 1T F 2 3Ty farzsor

c—v/rﬂrfé'm/

W#a’mmw#?

IRFR T JUCTSE I I UTATRBAT aTet A r 3= b7
faofar foram, fa—
% =3 PNG (Piped Natural Gas)
® CNG
3aew (Fertilizer) JERT

Q, LPG 34Tgs
Tefah 3T IARI 1 HAfHT e 7 TS

ST FAT SZeAT?

. UfIH OforaT ‘g;ﬁ?m (Ceasefire) 31

.;gart of Hormuz I LNG W#Wﬁw I ar
/

T St YL FIHTH & U THR o Emergency Gas

Curbs S'ZTLEUI

3 AT BT HTaeaT b7 F FJATH AT & IIFHR &I

grer & & ==t A Fa)?

977#2026 H UFZIH CRIAT Jdhe & FRUT LNG T 3Tqfd g1 &lst
U7 JUHR o Essential Commodities Act > JgT Natural Gas

(Supply Regulation) Order, 2026 T3] 321, dTfa T PNG, CNG,

LPa i ik o sk grifa Y @) AT Y et gl FafaiT #

ST T F1E F YT AT B W 2 SIITHIAT Tl 2T BT

el

TE T BT BIGA &, [o12] 19SS 3 G721 377 34T) SHHT 3297 3777
SITdT hT STAeAF TRgU I Hed U IUASH BT TT SAHTHN
(Hoarding), WBIT# (Black Marketing) i ZF@W'EEI# (Artificial
Shortage) Y el 2l

AT 3297
o JaeTFH I3 H IUAIT JlATZIT FHIAT)
Flear @y FERT =T

Wﬁwﬂwﬁw AITTAT]

$H SANAH o T thg IFHR—
faeft aag I Essential Commodity TNT F7 Tard &
FIF ITG, AT AN faor a1 7 a2 Tt &)
2T fofae a7 T T &
. HTTOTHAT U Waﬂmaﬁ?ﬁ#w 50T o191 THT &
Tm")’?r—w)’?r Ht aegi enfAer g Fandtt &7
garsar (Drugs)
3% (Fertilizers)
YEIo19 P Ugiferad 391g
97%9% ke (Natura/ Gas)

3T ITTTF TIID, folee TRHR THA-TAT G AAgFAT F9



https://gamma.app/?utm_source=made-with-gamma

Agcoqof 77 [

Govt. releases T25,.863 cr.
for VB-G RAM G scheme

U.P. receives highest allocation of ¥3,210.76 crore, followed by A.P,, Rajasthan, and Tamil Nadu;

Kerala gets ¥925.33 crore; concerns over centralised planning and technological barriers persist

Sobhana K. Nair
NEW DELHI

nion Minister for
U Rural Development
and  Agriculture

Shivraj Singh Chouhan on
Sunday released the first
instalment of 325,863
crore to the States for the
rural employment pro-
gramme under the Viksit
Bharat-Guarantee for Roz-
gar and Ajeevika Mission
(Gramin) Act, or VB-G RAM
G, even as concerns re-
main over the centralised
planning for the
programme.

Uttar Pradesh received
the highest allocation at
33,210.76 crore, followed
by Andhra Pradesh at
32,545.5 crore, and Rajas-
than at ¥2,274.37 crore. Ta-
mil Nadu received
32,176.84 crore, placing it
just below Rajasthan in the
fourth position, while Ker-
ala received a considerably
smaller allocation  of
%925.33 crore.

The Minister released
the funds through video-
conferencing from Bhopal.

“Today, I am overjoyed
and pleased to congratu-
late all of you, our Rural
Development  Ministers
and officials from both the
Central and State govern-

Big change: The VB-G RAM G Act, which came into effect on July 1,

<

has replaced the MGNREGA. ARUN KULKARNI

ments, on the fact that
there have been no com-
plaints whatsoever so far.
This signifies that this poli-
cy has smoothly transi-
tioned from MGNREGA
(Mahatma Gandhi National
Rural Employment Gua-
rantee Act) into the Viksit
Bharat G-RAM G,” he said.

Planning process

The VB-G RAM G Act came
into effect on July 1. Work
under the scheme will be-
gin with the preparation of
a Viksit Gram Panchayat
Plan (VGPP). According to
a draft framework for the
VGPP released by the Mi-
nistry, the planning pro-
cess will begin with the

preparation of a compre-
hensive inventory of all as-
sets and facilities in a gram
panchayat, including those
created under various Cen-
tral and State schemes.
This inventory will be
mapped using both geos-
patial and non-spatial data
available on platforms, in-
cluding Yuktdhara and PM
Gati Shakti. Yuktdhara is a
geographic  information
system (GIS)-based plan-
ning portal developed by
the Indian Space Research
Organisation. PM Gati
Shakti is a national master
plan that brings together
over 16 Ministries on a sin-
gle digital platform for inte-
grated planning and the

timely execution of infras-
tructure projects.

Based on this database,
development gaps are to
be identified through a
GIS-enabled assessment
carried out primarily on
the Yuktdhara planning
portal.

Taking into account
“identified gaps, local
priorities, demand for
works and the recommen-
dations of ward sabhas and
the Gram Sabha”, the gram
panchayat is to prepare a
draft VGPP.

‘Impossible task’

Nikhil Dey of the Mazdoor
Kisan Shakti Sangathan
said that this was an “im-
possible task” and raised
the technological barrier
to access work.

“They have converted
what was a bottom up, de-
mand driven scheme to a
top down centrally de-
signed infrastructure pro-
gramme,” he said.

He said that the States
are now expected to foot
40% of the bill of centrally
designed programmes
which cater to Centre’s
priorities and not to the
States — and even the res-
ponsibility of fulfilling the
so called “guarantee of em-
ployment” is on the States.

YouTube Homework
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ISRO conducts test
of key component for
Gaganyaan mission

The solid motor-based platform SOLVE will be used for parachute tests

of the crew module; it has been derived from the PSLV strap-on motor

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

he Indian Space
I Research Organisa-
tion (ISRO) has suc-

cessfully carried out the
first ground test of the solid
motor-based Sub-Orbital
Launch Vehicle for Experi-
ments (SOLVE) at its Static
Test Facility at the Satish
Dhawan Space Centre in
Sriharikota.

The SOLVE solid motor
is a key component for
conducting Gaganyaan test
missions and the first
ground test was carried
out on July 3.

The ISRO is developing a
solid motor-based SOLVE
as a test platform to carry
out Integrated Parachute
Tests for validation of de-
celeration system of Gaga-
nyaan’s crew module un-
der various test conditions.

During these test mis-
sions, the crew module
will be carried to an alti-
tude of 10 km to 17 km and
separated from the vehicle.

A series of 10 para-
chutes will be deployed to
reduce the velocity of the
crew module before
splashdown in the sea.

The ground test of the SOLVE solid motor being conducted at the
Satish Dhawan Space Centre in Sriharikota. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

The solid stage of SOLVE
is derived from the Polar
Satellite Launch Vehicle
(PSLV) Strap-on Motor
with a few modifications to
meet the Gaganyaan test
requirements, including
development of slow burn
rate  propellant  and
straight nozzle with secon-
dary injection thrust vec-
tor control.

The ISRO said that dur-
ing the test motor perfor-
mance parameters were as
expected. “The develop-
ment of the SOLVE vehicle
provides flexibility in con-
ducting Gaganyaan test
missions simulating va-

rious conditions in the ac-
tual mission,” the space
agency said.

Over the past few
months, the ISRO has car-
ried out key tests related to
the Gaganyaan mission,
which include the second
Integrated Air Drop Test
(IADT-02) and a behaviou-
ral study Mission MITRA
(Mapping of Interoperable
Traits and Response As-
sessment) in Leh, during
which the four Indian as-
tronauts selected for the
mission along with scien-
tists, engineers and medi-
cal teams were subjected
to a week-long study.

YouTube Homework

> What is ISRO ?
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India to
host BRICS
anti-drugs

meet today > NCB

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

India will host the two-day
BRICS Heads of Anti-Drug

Agencies meeting in Guwa- > N h M k B h
hati from Monday. 0 S 0 U t a V a t

Organised by the Nar-
cotics Control Bureau, the
meeting will focus on is-
sues such as combating
synthetic drugs, streng-
thening intelligence shar-
ing and operational coordi- > M A N A S
nation, and capacity
building and institutional
cooperation.

“India envisions this
meeting as a pivotal step in
transforming BRICS coop-
eration from dialogue-cen-
tric engagement to struc-
tured and action-oriented
collaboration, with a focus
on strengthening opera-
tional coordination, intelli-
gence sharing, capacity
building, and collective
responses to emerging
drug-related threats,” the
Union Home Ministry said
in a statement.

“As chair, New Delhi will
seek to strengthen cooper-
ation through information
sharing on clandestine lab-
oratories and emerging
synthetic drug trends, en-
hanced monitoring of pre-
cursor chemicals and phar-
maceuticals, intelligence
exchange, sharing of best
practices, joint training
programmes and expert
exchanges,” it said.


https://gamma.app/?utm_source=made-with-gamma

WHAT IS IT?

Synthetic cell: machine that could

Vasudevan Mukunth

esearchers from the University
Rof Minnesota have developed a

synthetic cell that can grow and
divide. The team ‘started’ the cell as a
liposome, a small bubble made of fats.
Inside was a protein-making system
called PURE, which contained all the
necessary ‘machinery’ for the cell to turn
DNA into proteins. The DNA consisted of
90,000 base pairs.

The synthetic cells ate by fusing with
smaller feeder liposomes. The cell’'s DNA
instructed it to produce a protein called
alpha-hemolysin that becomes like a
hook on the cell’s surface. The hook
grabbed the feeder bubbles and pulled
them in, providing the lipids and
nutrients the cell needs to expand.

As the cell grew, it used an enzyme
called Phi29 to copy its entire genome,
then it divided into daughter cells. While
the researchers first used mechanical
force to split the cells, they eventually
engineered a biological way to do it. By
making proteins crowd the surface of the
cell, they created enough physical
pressure to make the membrane split
into two. The researchers also proved
these cells could undergo selection.
They introduced a mutation that

Once the cell grew and copied its DNA, it divided
into daughter cells. KATE ADAMALA, ADAMALA LAB

allowed some cells to eat more
efficiently. These faster-growing cells
produced more offspring than others
and dominated the population. “It will,
perhaps, provide a compelling argument
against those who think there is some
immaterial substance in addition to the
chemicals that breathes life into material
stuff,” University of Exeter professor John
Dupré told The Guardian. “But almost no
scientist now believes this.”

,‘

For feedback and suggestions
for ‘Science’, please write to
science@thehindu.co.in with the
subject ‘Daily page’
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BIG SHO'T

> Planet

> Star

> Asteroid

> Constellation

A

The Webb telescope’s image of the FS Tau star system. FS Tau A, a pair of protostars, is slightly to the left of centre and weighs around half as much as the sun. FS Tau B, the
orange protostar slightly to the right, is thought responsible for the red (molecular hydrogen) and orange (polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons) outflows amid the dusty region.
The blue ridges are light scattered by dust. NASA
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Two together

India and Japan did well to ring-fence
their ties from multilateral accords
J apanese Prime Minister Sanae Takaichi’s

first official visit to India turned out to be

an occasion to signal enhanced bilateral N N
coordination in the facegof global uncertainties. > , n d / a '] a pa V) r e ’ a t/ 0 n S
Rapid changes in geopolitics and technological
advances are forcing all countries into fresh
thinking, most consequentially with regard to
China. The U.S. appears less enthusiastic about
the Quad grouping (with India, Japan and Austra-
lia) and is unsure of the nomenclature “Indo-Pac-
ific” in its strategy. Against this backdrop, India
and Japan declared a joint intent to continue with
an ‘updated’ Free and Open Indo-Pacific (FOIP)
posture, ring-fencing bilateral ties from multilat-
eral arrangements. Ms. Takaichi signed at least 16
agreements and documents, including a joint
statement on energy resilience to support bilater-
al cooperation along the ‘maritime energy tran-
sport value chain’. The commitments to energy
cooperation were supported by the awareness
that to play lead roles in the FOIP, the two sides
should cooperate in the energy domain from
South Asia to the Indo-Pacific. This concern was
also linked with the problems both sides faced re-
garding the safety of energy-carrying ships and
sailors during the U.S.-Israel war against Iran.
The two major Asian economies have a shared in-
terest in ensuring that the nearest energy sources
in the Gulf remain accessible. They have agreed
to build naval platforms to enhance maritime do-
main awareness and surveillance.

A joint statement issued during the visit men-
tioned “serious concerns” about the prevailing
situation in the South China and East China Seas,
and Japanese officials spoke to the media frankly
about the need to address the Taiwan issue
peacefully. Though a planned visit to Guwahati
was dropped, Ms. Takaichi underscored Japan’s
attention to the northeastern regions of India by
connecting them with “relevant partners and re-
gional organisations” of the Bay of Bengal region.
BIMSTEC was mentioned as a partner organisa-
tion for Japan. Japan has major investments in
Bangladesh and Thailand, and connecting these
projects, including the Matarbari port in Cox’s
Bazar, through an ‘industrial value chain’ with In-
dia’s northeast can boost regional prosperity and
security. Ms. Takaichi has painted a vast canvas
of cooperation stretching from India’s neighbour-
hood to the Pacific Ocean to protect the India-Ja-
pan relationship from the uncertainties of the
current world order, but both sides have to man-
age multiple other relations effectively to ensure
optimal outcomes. They have to manage their re-
lations with China and the U.S. in such a manner
that their strategic interests are protected and
conflicts avoided. It can be a path of mutual
learning and cooperation for India and Japan as
they seek to navigate the global turbulence.
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The right to belong beyond official documentation

n June 24, 2026, a member of India's

Ministry of External Affairs (MEA)

released a startling statement. The

Indian passport, the person said, isa
“travel document” and not a “citizenship
document”, The assertion set off a minor storm.
The reasonable question that followed from many
was if the passport would not do it, what
document would?

Posed this way, the MEA's statement and the
questions it raises become something of a red
herring. A passport can only be issued to a
non-citizen in exceptional circumstances, where
the Government of India is of the opinion that it is
necessary to do so in “public interest”. Surely,
therefore, barring those cases where this power is
exercised, a passport must be seen as conclusive
proof of a person’s citizenship.

No doubt, it might be open for the government
to establish under law that a person obtained the
document by concealing the true status of his or
her citizenship. But that does not mean a
passport can be dismissed as merely a travel
document.

Citizenship under scruti
The MEA’s statement takes on an ominous heft
when set against the milieu in which it was made.
It arrives in the middle of the Election
Commission of India (ECI)’s Special Intensive
Revision (SIR) of electoral rolls in various States.
It also comes in the wake of a pair of
pronouncements by the Supreme Court of India,
most recently on the validity of the SIR in Bihar
and the ECI's power to scrutinise citizenship, and,
before that, on the Assam Accord, in which the
Court had much to say on how it conceives
republican ideas of citizenship. Moreover, since
an amendment to the Citizenship Act in 2019
(made operational in 2024), rules of
naturalisation have been rewritten along religious
lines. Taken together, all these developments
must prompt us to ask an elementary question:
what does it mean to be a citizen of India, who
belongs, and on what terms?

The Constitution’s answers to these questions,
even if some find them indecisive, were reached
with some amount of care and caution. Part Il to
the document, comprising Articles 5 to 11, sertled
the citizenship of those caught amidst the
tragedies of Partition. Article 11 reserved to
Parliament a seemingly plenary power to legislate
and “make any provision with respect to the
acquisition and termination of citizenship and all
other matters relating to citizenship”.

0On a plain and literal reading, it might seem
like the Union legislature was accorded unlimited
authority to determine what factors can govern
citizenship. Indeed, much of the contemporary
defence of religiously founded citizenship laws

Suhrith

has rested on such an interpretation. But a
careful construal of the Constituent Assembly
debates, as Gautam Bhatia has shown, suggests
that the framers did not treat citizenship as a
matter on which Parliament could do as it
pleased.

‘The foundations of cii

Advocate practising
in the Madras
High Court

Paperwork
cannot

democracy’s
citizenship
framework

Consider, for example, an amendment moved to
the draft provisions of the Constitution by P.S.
Deshmukh. He sought to include an express
stipulation “that every person who is a Hindu or a
Sikh by religion and is not a citizen of any other
State, wherever he resides shall be entitled to be a
citizen of India”. The effort was met with sharp
resistance. Among those opposing the move was
Jawaharlal Nehru, who rejected the amendment
outright, finding it “absurd on the face of it

Alladi Krishnaswami Ayyar provided the most
forthright response to it. He argued that India
was plighted to the principles of a secular state.
‘Therefore, there was simply no question of
making a distinction between one kind of person
and another on any “racial or religious™ ground.
Ultimately, Deshmukh’s proposal was defeated,
and B.R. Ambedkar’s neutral citizenship clause
was affirmed.

Thus, freestanding as the words in Article 11
might be, they must be understood in the context
of their wider framing. They have in them an
implied limitation drawn from the Constitution’s
most cherished and foundational commitments
to secularism, equality, and non-discrimination.
Parliament can decide the modalities of
citizenship, but it cannot make religion a
condition for entry.

At its conception, India adopted the principle
of jus soli, that is a form of citizenship predicated
on residence and birth. The Citizenship Act, 1955,
saw the principle as its primary governing creed.
But over time, the legislature moved away from
the theory. First, in 1985, Section 6A was
introduced into the Act to give effect to the Assam
Accord, suspending the conferment of citizenship
based on the dates on which people of “Indian
origin” had come into India. Second, in 2003, the
statute was further amended to deny citizenship
to persons born in India even when only one of
the parents of such person was an “illegal
migrant”.

In upholding Section 6A, the Supreme Court in
October 2024, appeared to fortify two principles.
It effectively saw no implied limitation in Article 11
and instead viewed the grant of power to
Parliament to be virtually unlimited. It also
appeared to lend constitutional respectability to
an idea first promulgated by it in Sarbananda
Sonowal vs Union Of India & Anr. (2005), that
migration into Assam constituted “external
aggression” against the State.

This rationale carried into its judgment in
Association for Democratic Reforms vs Union of
India, delivered in May this year, where the Court
upheld the SIR exercise in Bihar, holding that the
ECI may enquire into a person’s citizenship, for
the “limited” purpose of deciding eligibility for
the electoral roll. The Court described the
distinction it drew as “principled”, between an
adjudication on citizenship and on the
administrative satisfaction concerning the
continuation of a person’s name on the electoral
roll. Where the ECI is not satisfied with a person’s
assertion of citizenship, it ought simply to refer
the case to the “competent authority” under the
Citizenship Act.

But we have been down this road before. In
Assam, during an earlier revision, voters marked
“doubtful” were despatched to foreigners'
tribunals and consigned to an endless
bureaucratic maze to establish their citizenship.
Today, therefore, we have ourselves a machinery
in which a person need not be declared as a
foreigner to be stripped of their basic rights.
Instead, they are placed in a vacuum, neither
confirmed nor cleared, with their rights being
held in indefinite suspension.

Against this backdrop the MEA's clarification
appears menacing. Running through all these
exercises to establish citizenship is a common
thread over the burden of proof. Where a
resident could once rely on the state to take their
citizenship as given, the onus today has been
quietly shifted onto them. Almost any document
adduced is seen as inadequate evidence. The
Aadhaar card, we are told, is proof only of
residence; the voter ID, only of prior registration;
and now the passport, only of a right to travel.

The primacy of personhood

Under the Constitution, many of our basic
privileges are premised on personhood. Article 14
guarantees equality before the law to “any
person”, and Article 21 the right to life and
personal liberty to all. Citizenship is built on this
foundation. It allows one the freedoms
guaranteed under Article 19, to speech and
expression, to carry on any trade or business,
and to assemble peacefully. And it is the status of
citizenship that guarantees one the statutory right
to vote, to choose one’s lawmakers, and to decide
how one ought to be governed. Therefore, to be
cast out of the position is to forfeit what Hannah
Arendt called the right to have rights.

In a constitutional order where personhood
comes first, the rules that determine who
qualifies as a citizen must rest on more than the
accident of paperwork. They must be built on
what the Constitution most cherishes, on the
equal dignity of every person and the right of
each to equal protection of the law.



https://gamma.app/?utm_source=made-with-gamma

Agcoqof 77 [

Hormuz to home, India’s resilience in uncertain times

he Strait of Hormuz has long been
T recognised as one of the world’s most

critical maritime routes. Nearly a fifth of
global oil consumption passes through this
narrow waterway, making it indispensable to
global energy security and international trade.
Any disruption here immediately reverberates
across shipping, freight, insurance and
commodity markets.

As someone closely associated with the
shipping industry, I witnessed this uncertainty
first-hand. One of our company’s vessels was
among those caught amid heightened tensions in
West Asia. We were confronted with an evolving
security situation, uncertainty over navigation,
and delays that disrupted commercial operations.

Yet, what stood out during this difficult period
was the speed and coordination of the Indian
government’s response. Through continuous
engagement with shipping companies, diplomatic
channels, maritime authorities and international
partners, Indian authorities ensured the safe
movement of Indian-flagged vessels. That timely
intervention inspired confidence at a time when
uncertainty was at its peak. Equally reassuring
was the government’s unwavering focus on
Indian crew and seafarers, ensuring that they
remained protected amid one of the world’s most
challenging shipping environments.

This experience is just one example of India’s
growing ability to respond swiftly and decisively
to external shocks. Whether during the COVID-19
pandemic, global supply chain disruptions, or
recent geopolitical tensions in West Asia, India’s
institutional response has increasingly been
characterised by coordination, agility, and
strategic foresight.

Economic stability under pressure

India imports nearly 90% of its crude oil
requirements, making it particularly vulnerable
to disruptions in energy-producing regions.
Rising crude prices, elevated freight costs and
shipping delays could easily have translated into
widespread inflationary pressures and economic
uncertainty. Despite these headwinds, India’s
macroeconomic fundamentals have remained

Vijay Sankar

Senior Vice President,
Federation of Indian
Chambers of
Commerce and
Industry (FICCI)

and Chairman,

The Sanmar Group

A calibrated
approach and
coordination
marked India’s
response

to global
energy shocks

remarkably resilient. Inflation has broadly
remained within the Reserve Bank of India (RB)’s
target band despite global commodity volatility,
while India continues to be the fastest-growing
major economy, supported by strong domestic
demand, public investment and expanding
manufacturing.

‘What deserves particular recognition is the
manner in which the government has managed
the energy challenge. Unlike in several countries
where consumers experienced sharp increases in
fuel prices or even supply shortages, India
adopted a calibrated approach aimed at
protecting households while maintaining
macroeconomic stability. The government relied
on a combination of supply diversification,
diplomatic engagement, inventory management
and coordinated action with public sector energy
companies to ensure uninterrupted availability of
petroleum products. Retail fuel prices have been
managed prudently, helping to moderate
inflationary pressures.

Energy management strategy

The government’s strategy has been built around
a whole-of-government approach under the
leadership and guidance of the Prime Minister,
with Ministries, State governments, municipal
authorities, oil marketing companies and
industry associations working in close
coordination to ensure uninterrupted supplies of
oil and gas while minimising disruptions to
economic activity. In the case of natural gas, the
government encouraged the use of piped natural
gas (PNG) wherever existing infrastructure
permitted. This flexibility was made possible
because of sustained investments over the past
decade. India’s City Gas Distribution network has
expanded from just 55 geographical areas in 2014
to over 300 today.

Similarly, exporters navigating rising freight
charges, insurance premiums and shipping delays
received targeted support. Measures aimed at
strengthening export resilience, including
liquidity support, logistics facilitation and
simplified customs procedures, helped
businesses continue servicing international

markets despite disruptions to maritime trade.
India’s strong merchandise exports growth of 16%
during April-May FY27 is a clear reflection of this.

The RBI has also complemented government
efforts by maintaining financial stability. Despite
elevated global uncertainty, liquidity conditions
have remained comfortable, financial markets
continued to function smoothly, and the banking
system remained well-capitalised. The RBI's
steady communication and measures such as
forex swap facilities, scheme for raising foreign
currency deposits from non-resident Indians as
well as rationalisation of taxes on foreign
portfolio investors (FPI) have been critical in
strengthening India’s external sector resilience.

India was among the economies most
vulnerable to this crisis, yet its policy response
has been among the most effective. Across the
world, governments grappled with surging fuel
prices, elevated inflation and supply shortages.
India’s strategic response has ensured preserving
macroeconomic stability and maintaining growth
momentum.

India’s preparedness

No economy today can completely insulate itself
from geopolitical uncertainty. Commodity
markets react instantly to conflict, shipping
disruptions ripple across continents and supply
chains remain deeply interconnected. A key
learning from the Hormuz episode is that
resilience is no longer built through emergency
response alone. It is created through years of
investment in infrastructure, diversified supply
chains, institutional coordination and policy
preparedness.

Over the past decade, India has steadily
expanded refining capacity, diversified crude
sourcing, strengthened strategic petroleum
reserves, built gas infrastructure, modernised
logistics networks and accelerated the transition
toward cleaner energy. These investments
become invaluable when external shocks test the
economy. As India advances towards its vision of
Viksit Bharat by 2047, it is institutional capability
that will become an increasingly important
competitive advantage.
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A legislative tangle in Maharashtra

The grey areas in the Tenth Schedule of the Constitution needs urgent revisiting

| STATE OF PLAY |

Vinaya Deshpande Pandit

he legislative tangle
T behind the political

switches in Maharash-
tra raises questions about the
grey areas in the Tenth Sche-
dule of the Constitution. On
June 30, Sachin Ahir, a Shiv Se-
na UBT (Uddhav Balasaheb
Thackeray) leader, switched
allegiance from Mr. Thackeray
to Eknath Shinde’s Shiv Sena.
The very next day, he was un-
animously elected as the De-
puty Chairperson of the Maha-
rashtra Legislative Council. He
claimed that he had not
switched parties, and that he
was voted to power as an MLC
(Member of the Legislative
Council) in 2022 as a Shiv Sena
leader. The vertical split in the
party happened after he be-
came the MLC, and therefore,
on paper, Mr. Ahir has conti-
nued to be a Shiv Sena MLC.

This event seemed like a re-
play of an incident which hap-
pened in Maharashtra two
years ago. On July 7, 2023,
Neelam Gorhe, another senior
Shiv Sena UBT leader and the
then Deputy Chairperson of
the Maharashtra Legislative
Council, had  similarly
switched from the UBT group
to Mr. Shinde’s Shiv Sena. She
too claimed that she was elect-
ed as a Shiv Sena leader in
2020 and that she had not
changed parties.

In 2022, the Shiv Sena faced
an internal rebellion wherein
Mr. Shinde pitted himself
against Mr. Thackeray and
claimed to be the leader of the
original party. While the Elec-
tion Commission has handed
over the original party name
and symbol to Mr. Shinde, the
matter is still sub-judice in the
Supreme Court.

Two years ago, Mr. Thacke-
ray’ party had sought Ms.

Maharashtra

Gorhe’s disqualification as an
MLC. Currently, it is mulling
on the possibility of legal ac-
tion against Mr. Ahir.

Mr. Ahir’s is not the only
switch which drew political at-
tention in the last few weeks in
Maharashtra. Six of the nine
Lok Sabha MPs of the UBT
group also moved over to Mr.
Shinde’s Shiv Sena last month.

Consequences of defection
All these switches have led to
discussions about whether
these legislators can be dis-
qualified. The Tenth Schedule
of the Constitution deals with
the provisions of the disquali-
fication of legislators.

At the heart of Mr. Ahir’s
change in loyalty is Paragraph
5 of the Tenth Schedule.

Paragraph 5 gives the
grounds for exemption from
disqualification. It says that
the Speaker or the Deputy
Speaker or the Chairperson or
the Deputy Chairperson shall
not be disqualified if “he, by
reason of his election to such
office, voluntarily gives up the
membership of the political
party to which he belonged
immediately before such elec-
tion and does not, so long as
he continues to hold such of-
fice thereafter, rejoin that pol-
itical party or become a mem-
ber of another political party.”
Mr. Ahir filed his nomination
papers for the Deputy Chair-
person of the Maharashtra Le-
gislative Council in the pre-
sence of the Chief Minister
and two Deputy Chief Minis-

ters. He was elected unop-
posed to the position just 24
hours after changing loyalties.
However, importantly, both
Mr. Ahir as well as the Shiv Se-
na have claimed that the legis-
lative records show Mr. Ahir as
Shiv Sena MLC, and not as a
Shiv Sena-UBT MLC. There-
fore, the question of disqualifi-
cation does not arise.

But legal experts say that
the exemption is applicable
only if the Deputy Chairper-
son wants to discontinue ties
with the party he belonged to.
He cannot claim allegiance to
another party. In this case, Mr.
Ahir’s legislative conduct for
the last four years, from 2022
to 2026, shows his allegiance
to Mr. Thackeray.

It will also need to be veri-
fied if Mr. Ahir had submitted
an affidavit to the Election
Commission supporting Mr.
Thackeray during the legal
battle for the name and sym-
bol of the party.

The other contention is
about the defection of the six
Lok Sabha MPs. Paragraph 4
of the Tenth Schedule per-
tains to how disqualification
on the grounds of defection
does not apply in the case of a
merger. It states that a mem-
ber of a House shall not be dis-
qualified “where his original
party merges with another
political party.” Legal experts
point towards the Supreme
Court observations in the Sub-
hash Desai case about the ‘um-
bilical cord between the origi-
nal political party and the
legislature party’. In this case,
they say, it has been
overlooked.

While discussions about
the political implications of
these defections have taken
centre-stage, experts say there
is an urgent need to address
the grey areas in the 10th
Schedule on a priority basis.

vinaya.deshpande@thehindu.co.in
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Attack by Yemen’s Houthis kills 16
pro-govt. troops, injures 22: medics

The fighting began late Friday in the Jabal Dubas area of Hays district, where the Houthis briefly captured govt. positions;

rebels attacked with snipers, which accounted for most of the casualties, later launched drone, mortar salvos, says official

Agence France-Presse
ADEN

emen’s Houthi re-
Y bels killed 16 troops
in an attack on go-

vernment-aligned forces
south of the port city of
Hodeidah, two medical of-
ficials said on Sunday, in
some of the most violent
fighting between the sides
in years.

The two medical sourc-
es said hospitals in the area
on the Red Sea coast re-
ceived 16 dead from pro-
government forces and 22
wounded.

Earlier an officer with
the government-aligned
forces in Jabal Dubas in the
Hays district, where the

clashes took place, gave a
provisional toll of 14 troops
and 23 injured in “fierce
fighting”.

The officer said the Iran-
backed Houthis briefly
took control of pro-govern-
ment positions in the
clashes, which began late
on Friday, before a coun-
terattack to retake them
concluded at dawn on
Saturday.

‘Deadliest attack’
“This was the deadliest
Houthi attack in years,” the
officer said on condition of
anonymity because he was
not authorised to speak to
the media.

He described how the
rebels had attacked with

Fight for control: A file photo of Houthi rebel fighters chanting

®

slogans as they take off to a battlefront in Sanaa, Yemen. ap

snipers, which accounted
for most of the casualties,
before launching drone
and mortar salvos.
Another military official
said pro-government forc-

es had repelled the Houthi
attack in Hays district in
“clashes lasting for several
hours”.

He added “fighting re-
sulted in dead and wound-

ed among [Houthi] ranks,”
without specifying the
number killed in the op-
posing force.

The Houthis have been
at war with the govern-
ment since 2015 in a con-
flict that has killed hun-
dreds of thousands of
people and triggered a ma-
jor humanitarian crisis in
Yemen. The rebels control
Yemen’s capital Sanaa and
much of the north, includ-
ing Hodeidah on Yemen’s
western Red Sea coast,
while the internationally-
recognised  government
holds much of the south.

The fighting between
the two sides has largely
been frozen since a UN-ne-
gotiated truce in 2022.
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‘Some Lebanese villages
had asked to be annexed’

Agence France-Presse
JERUSALEM

Israeli Prime Minister Ben-
jamin Netanyahu said on
Sunday that some Chris-
tian villages in southern
Lebanon had asked to be
annexed by Israel, in order
to be protected from Hez-
bollah militants.

“Christian villages in Le-
banon, some of them have
actually asked to be an-
nexed to Israel, because
we protect them against
the Hezbollah, Hezbollah
fanatics who want to kill
them, and we do the same
things with Christians eve-
rywhere,” Mr. Netanyahu
told Fox News’s show, The
Sunday Briefing.

Since the war began,
some Christian villages in
southern Lebanon have
endured Israeli shelling,
air strikes, displacement,

Benjamin Netanyahu

and infrastructure dam-
age. Most have remained
inhabited despite Israeli
evacuation orders, with re-
sidents choosing to stay to
protect their homes,
churches and farmland,
though some villages were
partially or fully
evacuated.

During the war, the Is-
raeli military has warned
several Christian-majority
villages — through phone
calls to mayors and local

officials — not to allow
“strangers” in, referring to
Hezbollah fighters.

In a separate speech at a
state ceremony on Sunday,
Mr. Netanyahu reiterated
that Israel’s military would
maintain its presence in
southern Lebanon “as long
as necessary in order to
protect the residents of the
north and all the citizens of
Israel”.

Meanwhile, Israel’s mili-
tary chief, Lieutenant Gen-
eral Eyal Zamir, visited
troops stationed near
Beaufort Castle in south-
ern Lebanon, vowing that
the army would “continue
to operate decisively to re-
move threats from Leba-
nese territory”.

Israeli forces have conti-
nued to clash with Hezbol-
lah despite a U.S.-brokered
agreement between Israel
and Lebanon.

YouTube Homework
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Israeli strike kills 2 persons
in Gaza, say health officials

Reuters
CAIRO

An Israeli air strike killed at
least two Palestinians in
Gaza City on Sunday,
health officials said.

Medics said the two per-
sons were killed when an
air strike hit a group of pe-
ople at the Omar Al-Mok-
htar road in the heart of
the city, north of the en-
clave. Several others were
wounded, they added.

The Israeli military did
not immediately comment
on the incident.

Israel has repeatedly
carried out strikes on Gaza
since a U.S.-mediated cea-
sefire with Hamas was
reached in October last
year, saying that it is target-
ing militants threatening

destroyed during the Israeli offensive in Gaza City. REUTERS

its soldiers in Gaza or those
who took part in that 2023
attack.

Hamas has accused Is-
rael of violating the cease-
fire, while Nikolay Mlade-
nov, the U.S. President
Donald Trump-appointed
Board of Peace envoy to

Gaza, has said both parties
have violated the
agreement.

Since the ceasefire took
effect eight months ago,
over 1,060 Palestinians,
many of them civilians,
and four Israeli soldiers
have been killed in Gaza.
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Mojtaba still absent
as other sons pay
respects to Khamenei

Agence France-Presse
TEHRAN

Three of late Iranian Su-
preme Leader Ali Khame-
nei’s sons made a rare pu-
blic appearance at his
funeral on Sunday but
there was still no sign of his
successor and other son,
Mojtaba Khamenei.

Crowds of thousands
filled the Grand Mosalla re-
ligious complex in Tehran
for the second day in a row
to attend the funeral cere-
monies of Khamenei and
four family members killed
on February 28 in Israeli
air strikes.

Iran’s speaker of parlia-
ment and chief negotiator
with the United States, Mo-
hammad Bagher Ghalibaf,

one of the most prominent
faces of the post-Ali Kha-
menei era, hailed on X
how the “proud and invin-
cible nation of Islamic Iran
unanimously” paid tribute
to its “martyr”.
Meanwhile, a performer
at the funeral called for the
death of U.S. President Do-
nald Trump before a
crowd of hundreds of thou-
sands in Tehran. The com-
ment represents the first,
direct call for Mr. Trump’s
death at the funeral, which
has seen posters and graffi-
ti calling for the killing of
Mr. Trump and Israeli
Prime Minister Netanyahu.
While speaking to the
crowd, the emcee said that
“the world is no longer a
good place for” Mr. Trump.
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Trump’s loyalty’ demand from allies
puts NATO chief in a pickle at summit

Rutte set a new marker for flattery at the White House to keep Trump invested in the alliance; but with the US. President now asking for ‘loyalty;
threatening to reduce America’s military role in Europe and sending mixed signals on NATO, the Secretary-General faces his toughest summit yet

Associated Press
ANKARA

ince he started work
s as NATO Secretary-

General almost two
years ago, Mark Rutte has
spent much of his time try-
ing to keep the United
States anchored to the
world’s biggest military al-
liance, employing outright
flattery to dissuade U.S.
President Donald Trump
from acting on threats to
abandon it.

But the goalposts keep
shifting, raising the stakes
ahead of this week’s sum-
mit in Turkey.

Initially, it was about
money. Mr. Trump has
long railed against NATO
allies for spending too
small a fraction of their na-
tional budgets on defence.
But those problems were
addressed at their summit
last year, when U.S. allies
committed to invest as
much as America, in gross
domestic product terms.

NATO’s real problem
now is turning that money
into military capabilities,
particularly as European
countries worry about a
possible  attack  from
Russia.

Still, Mr. Rutte tried to
put to bed any lingering
concerns at a White House
meeting last month, with a
new pitch using a chart la-
beled the “The Trump Tril-
lion” in gold letters — show-
ing $1.2 trillion in spending
by European allies and Ca-
nada since 2017.

But Mr. Trump ap-

In rough waters: Mark Rutte with Donald Trump in the Oval Office at the White House last month. Ap

peared unmoved, saying
he was still disappointed at
some NATO allies’ refusal
to join the Iran war, which
he had launched alongside
Israel without consulting
them.

“We don’t need their
money — we don’t need
anything,” Mr. Trump said.
“Ijust want loyalty.”

Tedious task of ties

Mr. Trump suggested he
might have skipped the up-
coming summit entirely
were it not being hosted by
Turkish President Recep
Tayyip Erdogan.

It’s a sign that even Mr.
Erdogan and Mr. Rutte —
foreign leaders Mr. Trump
seems to hold in rare es-
teem — will have their work
cut out for them in keeping

the summit on track.

Historically, the prime
tasks of NATO’s top civilian
official — always a Euro-
pean, never an American —
have been to encourage
consensus in an organisa-
tion that makes its deci-
sions unanimously, and to
speak on behalf of all 32
member countries.

But during both of Mr.
Trump’s terms, Mr. Rutte
and his predecessor at the
helm of NATO, Jens Stol-
tenberg, have dedicated a
huge amount of energy just
to keep the United States
inside their alliance.

Mr. Trump has threa-
tened to leave NATO, dal-
lied with pulling U.S.
troops out of Europe and
vowed to take over the is-
land of Greenland - a se-

miautonomous part of ally
Denmark. He has cast
doubt over whether he
would defend another
member not spending
enough on their military,
eroding trust.

Mr. Rutte’s approach
has been heavy on flattery.
Last month’s carefully cho-
reographed pitch in the
Oval Office — with props re-
dolent of an American flag
— laid down a new marker,
even for a man heavily crit-
icised for likening Mr.
Trump to a “daddy.”

The charts showed tens
of thousands of U.S. jobs
were being created and a
backlog of $300 billion in
European orders for mili-
tary equipment — all
thanks to the “leader of the
free world,” Mr. Rutte said.

He pushed back, gently,
on Mr. Trump’s complaints
that NATO did not support
the U.S. against Iran, not-
ing that up to 5,000 U.S.
planes took off from bases
in Europe before an April
ceasefire. NATO cannot
function without its biggest
and most powerful ally. Eu-
rope is being pushed to
fend for itself even as Rus-
sia, the historical reason
for the alliance, poses a
greater threat.

Last month, the Penta-
gon surprised its NATO al-
lies by announcing that it
was scaling back the num-
ber of troops, warships,
aircraft and drones it
would provide if one of
them came under attack.
Mr. Trump has also sent
conflicting messages about
whether U.S. troop num-
bers would be lowered or
increased.

The cutbacks and mixed
messaging has under-
mined unity at the alliance,
just as Russia has been
probing Europe’s defences
with drone flights near mil-
itary bases across multiple
countries, according to a
study released on
Thursday.

Collective commitment
Each summit is meant to
showcase the commitment
to collective security — the
all-for-one, one-for-all
pledge enshrined in Article
5 of NATO’s treaty.

It’s only been invoked
once, when allies came to
America’s aid after the Sep-
tember 11 attacks.

The last NATO summit
was held in The Hague, the
hometown of Mr. Rutte, a
former Dutch Prime Minis-
ter. The Dutch royal family
hosted dinner, and Mr.
Trump stayed overnight at
the King’s palace.

Mr. Rutte got the allies
behind a major defence
spending pledge, and Mr.
Trump left a happy man,
calling his NATO partners a
“nice group of people.”

This year, the summit
will be hosted by Mr. Erdo-
gan, another key NATO
member with an indepen-
dent streak. His close ties
to Mr. Trump may keep the
American President at the
table, but it’s unlikely to
mend the rifts.

Mr. Rutte has tried to
convince Mr. Trump that
his European partners are
spending so much more
that America can safely
turn its attention to securi-
ty challenges posed by Chi-
na while they handle the
war in Ukraine.

But Mr. Trump wants
more now, and his demand
for “loyalty” is hard to cap-
ture on any chart.

Mr. Rutte’s predecessor,
Mr. Stoltenberg, has writ-
ten in his memoir about
chairing a 2018 summit
that Mr. Trump nearly
upended.

“If an American Presi-
dent says he no longer
wishes to defend the other
allies and leaves a NATO
summit in protest, then the
NATO treaty and its securi-
ty guarantee aren’t worth
very much,” he wrote.

«  NATO Summit 2026 T 3TTAIIT 7-8 TeATs 2026 T
Ankara, Tirkiye # 81317/

« BT HHRT (JHH @ IeTerrat!)
- fafh 7-2 aar.{zvz&

. FAETT Fen giHA

o WITET TN 32 NATO HEFT 9

T
T e (Defence Spending)
o Ukraine I TN
*  Russia-ThT Ig
- T JEIIT T
o P AT (A1) IR IR T Tehetiar
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. 2025 NATO Summit: The Hague, figiels
« 2026 NATO Summit: 3T,
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Chhattisgarh’s Pandavani
legend Teejan Bai dies at 70

Shubhomoy Sikdar
RAIPUR

Teejan Bai, an artist who
took the ancient Chhattis-
garhi folk tradition of Pan-
davani, the musical narra-
tion of the Mahabharata, to
the world, died at 70 at the
All India Institute of Medi-
cal Sciences (AIIMS) in Rai-
pur on Sunday after a pro-
longed illness.

Teejan Bai shattered ste-
reotypes by taking up an
art form traditionally per-
formed by men, and per-
formed with her lively
voice throughout India and
across the globe for de-
cades. She was conferred
the Padma Shri, Padma
Bhushan, and Padma Vib-
hushan, India’s second-
highest civilian honour.

The legendary singer
had been keeping unwell
for some time, and was un-
dergoing treatment at the
AIIMS, Raipur, from May
27, 2026. She died at about

3.15 a.m., doctors at the
hospital confirmed. Teejan
Bai was given the final fare-
well with full state honours
at her native village, Gani-
yari, later on Sunday.

Breaking barriers

Back when she started, wo-
men traditionally per-
formed Pandavani while
sitting in the Vedamati
style.

However, Teejan Bai
challenged this tradition
and began performing
standing in the Kapalika

style of male performers,
with acting, dialogues,
singing, and expressions.
This style later became her
distinctive identity. Clad in
a red saree draped in the
Chhattisgarhi pattern, and
holding the tanpura
(stringed instrument), she
would leave audiences
spellbound wherever she
performed.

She brought Chhattis-
garh’s folk culture to the
world by performing Pan-
davani in more than 17
countries. Her powerful
voice, acting, and storytell-
ing style introduced Indian
folk traditions to foreign
audiences.

President Droupadi
Murmu, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, Union
Home Minister Amit Shah,
and Chhattisgarh Chief Mi-
nister Vishnu Deo Sai were
among those who con-
doled Teejan Bai’s death
and paid their tributes to
her.
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