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What is the right to be forgotten?

How does the ruling balance privacy with open justice and free speech? What challenges remain in enforcing the right to be forgotten? What role does

the DPDP Act play? Who should decide requests for erasure or de-indexing?

EXPLAINER

G.S. Bajpai

The story so far:
he Delhi High Court, in its
recent ruling, has laid down
the principles governing the
right to be forgotten. The court
has evolved a new jurisprudence to
protect the privacy of those who continue
to be victimised on account of their digital
footprints on social media and elsewhere,
despite having those matters settled in
their favour.

What is the ‘right to be forgotten’?
The “right to be forgotten” is the right to
have information erased or de-indexed
from the public digital environment when
its continued accessibility is harmful and
serves no public interest.

The concept came to the fore in 2014,
when a Spanish citizen, Mario Costeja
Gonzilez, complained to the European
Court of Justice that Google continued to
display an old newspaper notice about
the auction of his repossessed house even
though the debt had been settled. The
court ruled in his favour, laying the
groundwork for the right to erasure,
which was later incorporated into Article
17 of the European Union’s General Data
Protection Regulation (GDPR).

How has the idea of the right to be
forgotten evolved in Indian law?

The Supreme Court’s judgment in K.S.
Puttaswamy v. Union of India (2017) held
that privacy is a fundamental right under
Article 21, including the right to
informational privacy. In the years that
followed, however, High Courts adopted
divergent approaches.

While some permitted anonymisation
in limited cases, such as the Delhi High
Court ordering the masking of names in
certain matrimonial and criminal matters,
others rejected similar requests on

grounds of open justice.

The real challenge was the lack of a
coherent framework to balance these
competing interests, which the May 2026
Delhi High Court judgment sought to
address.

What did the Delhi High Court
decide?

On May 29, the Delhi High Court ruled in
a batch of over 30 consolidated petitions,
led by Laksh Vir Singh Yadav v. Union of
India. The core issue was whether
informational privacy could justify the
de-indexing or masking of judicial records
in a system committed to open justice.
The court held that the right to be
forgotten flows from Article 21’s guarantee
of dignity and informational privacy. The
structured proportionality test is that
retention must have a legitimate purpose,
that the harm to privacy must be
balanced against the public interest, and
that the least intrusive means, typically by
masking names instead of deleting the
entire judgment, should be preferred.
The court also prescribed a two-week

GETTY IMAGES

deadline for legal databases to comply
and explained that only the parties’
names should be redacted, not the facts
of the case.

How does the right to be forgotten
interact with constitutional values?
This is not a stand-alone right. It
frequently conflicts with freedom of
speech and press under Article 19(1)(a),
the principle of open justice, and the
public’s right to know. A right to privacy
must be sacrificed when the public
interest is of a high order, particularly in
serious cases of crime, but the digital
presence should not destroy a person’s
life long after the trial ends. The
judgments are still publicly accessible by
case number or a keyword search; only
name-based searches are restricted.

‘What are the practical challenges?
The toughest aspect is enforcement. An
acquittal judgment may still appear highly
in name-based searches even after a court
has ordered the removal of the search
results. Search engines are designed so

that the original accusation, or the
“shadow of crime,” is often the first thing
the user sees. De-indexing can benefit at
the search level, but it won’t prevent
mirrors, archive copies, or social media
sharing. Without effective technical
compliance and coordination among
platforms, the right may remain largely
symbolic.

‘What is the relationship between the
right to be forgotten and DPDP Act?
As of now, the Digital Personal Data
Protection Act, 2023, offers a limited
statutory right to erasure in section 12. It
is primarily based on consent and does
not explicitly address judicial records and
public archives, where the right to be
forgotten is most needed. The Act is
deficient because rules have not been
notified and the data protection board has
not been completely effective.

‘Who should decide requests for
erasure or de-indexing?

The challenge lies in balancing efficiency
with accountability. Requiring every
request to be decided by a court would
create significant bottlenecks, while
leaving such decisions entirely to
technology companies raises concerns
about due process and transparency. A
more sensible approach would be a tiered
system, where cases could be heard by
platforms, contested ones by the data
protection board, and judicial cases by
courts.

The Delhi High Court has established
an important framework, but until the
Supreme Court rules on the matter,
establishes a data protection board, and
platforms comply with it, this ruling will
be mostly declaratory. The conflict over
freedom of expression and open justice is
areality. The task ahead is now to
establish the institutions that facilitate it.
(G. S. Bajpai is Vice Chancellor at National
Law University Delhi. He acknowledges the
assistance of Vibhuti Sharma, Academic
fellow, NLU Delhi. Views are personal)

THE GIST

v

The Delhi High Court has
recognised the right to be
forgotten as part of the
fundamental right to privacy
under Article 21, laying down a
framework that balances
informational privacy with
open justice and freedom of
speech by favouring
name-masking over deletion of
judgments.

v

While the ruling provides a
legal framework for
de-indexing and erasure
requests, its effectiveness
depends on enforcement by
platforms, the
operationalisation of the DPDP
Act, and the establishment of
institutions such as the data
protection board.
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Story So Far)

fecett I =amaTerg A 319+ giferar ol 7 Yar fqu 9H & SHf¥@R" (Right to
be Forgotten) &I fAdfAd &= ara Rigid Auifka feu gl
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e W ANg 301 f$fed uga™ (Digital Footprints) o HRUT TR
I B 36 §
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et S<T =amaTay A o1 Aoty faar?

29 T3 o) fedl I e A 30 ¥ 31fees Arfreptall IR Ueb A1y Ui 1| 91 9ial &1 A Laksh Vir Singh Yadav 9T Union of India A1 A
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g1 & §oT 38 De-index T A f¥UTHR (Masking) Udd foaT ST Tavd B

=TT 3 11 {6 g8 SiftieR Tfaur & srwse 21 & Siavfd TIRAT (Dignity) 3R Fa-1 et foidr 9 I gar 8|

g foTT UrTery - ERfad GTIT;WIﬁWT TII&I0T (Structured Proportionality Test) 3{UHT—

duIe Y Arduife fgd ot gaar
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Open Justice T Rigid

gfe feadt MR SrR1y o1 98 Travie fed &1 A g1, O Ao & iR o1 Wifia far o1 godr 3|
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REREE]] ffﬁ‘cﬁ $ai=ag- (Enforcement) g |
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of Crime) Jfad &1 UIST Hxcll X< &

De-indexing %ad Td o1 TR 3R STald g | STI—
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d: Tal gedl|

Ife bt TganT 3R AT Wewia! & a9 a9 Tl 8, di g 3fYPR Had Udihled S-IbR Ig ST |
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Right to be Forgotten 3R DPDP Act BT Ha T g2
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gidl|
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SR 8¢1 AT De-indexing T 0T DI D2
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gt fag
1 Hifas fier

faeel I=I =TT A Right to be Forgotten &1 w56 21 % Sfavid fHordl &
Aiferes PR &1 fewar 7|

2 Hqad sl
graTerd 3 fAeTar, Weft =g sawt R sifiafad Pt Wdadl & s dded a1
qTa ol fasiad faa

3 Masking 3R De-indexing I T4l

Aoy & q:ﬁ kg B & Sog A f¥aH (Masking) 3R De-indexing Dl
TS & TS |

4 JBAd Pl A

39 JAfYPR Bt Hdl dh-td! WehBiH! b TgaT, DPDP Act & THTA
fhaTau 3R ST TR TS Bt T IR AR yfti
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Heoqul T

Trump ends Iran truce; talks to go on

Iran claims it hit back at 85 U.S. military
assets after strikes on its southern coast

Stanly Johny

he ceasefire bet-
I ween the United
States and Iran is

“over”, U.S. President Do-
nald Trump said on Wed-
nesday, while leaving the
door open for more talks,
after the two sides ex-
changed fire amid a dis-
pute over the status of the
Strait of Hormuz.

Iran said the U.S. “viola-
tions” have rendered parts
of the memorandum of un-
derstanding  (MoU) bet-
ween the two countries
“ineffective”.

“As far as I am con-
cerned, it is over,” Mr.
Trump said at a NATO sum-
mit in Ankara, Turkiye,
when asked about the cea-
sefire. “It is just a waste of
time dealing with them,”
he added. “I will let our
wonderful negotiators
keep talking if they want,
but I do not see it. T do not
like these people.” He ad-
ded that the U.S. would hit
Iran again on Wednesday
night. “We’re gonna hit
‘em hard tonight,” he said,
adding: “They violate the

Page-|

concerned, it
fire] is over. Itis j

awaste of time dealing
with them

[Irania

Washington’s ‘violation’ of MoU has
rendered it ‘ineffective’, says Tehran

. Twill

let our wonderful

negotiatol

keep
talking if they

want, but I do not
see it [happening]

DONALD TRUMP
U.S. President

agreement every day.”

His remarks came after
Iran claimed that it target-
ed 85 U.S. military assets in
the Persian Gulf following
U.S. air strikes on “several
monitoring and surveil-
lance centres” on Iran’s
southern coast.

The U.S. strikes killed
eight military personnel,
Iranian state television
said. “Following the crimi-
nal aggression carried out
this morning by the U.S.
terrorist army against
areas in southern Iran,
eight courageous members

Crisis reignited: A screengrab from a social media post
shows smoke and flames rising after an explosion in
Bandar Abbas, Iran, on Wednesday. REUTERS

U.S. would attack targets in Iran once
again, says Trump at NATO summit

Stock indices dip
2% as Iran, US.
restart clashes

MUMBAIL

Benchmark Nifty and Sensex
dipped over 2% to 23,882.05
and 76,503.60 points
respectively on Wednesday
after renewed Iran-U.S. clashes
sent global oil prices soaring.
The indices opened about
0.6% down from the previous
close before tumbling during
the day. » PAGE 12

of the air and naval forces
of the Islamic Republic of
Iran’s military in Bandar
Abbas (south) and Bushehr
(southwest) fell as mar-
tyrs,” the state television
said, citing a statement
from the military.

This is the second time
the U.S. and Iran have ex-
changed fire since they
signed the MoU on June 17,
promising to extend the
ceasefire and begin talks
for a final settlement.

At the core of the escala-
tion lies the question of
who controls the Strait of

Hormuz, The MoU calls for
the safe passage of tankers
through the strait. Iran has
opened a route along its
coast and asked vessels to
use a “designated route”
along its coast in coordina-
tion with local authorities.
Over the weekend, three
ships passing through an
alternative route along the
Omani coast — Marshall Is-
lands-flagged M/T Al Re-
kayyat, Saudi Arabia-
flagged M/T Wedyan, and
Liberian-flagged M/T Cy-
prus Prosperity — were
attacked.

Following attack on the
three tankers, the U.S. re-
voked a sanctions waiver it
had issued after the MoU
was signed that had al-
lowed the sale of Iranian
oil. The air strikes
followed.

“U.S. Central Command
forces completed a new
round of offensive strikes
against Iran, July 7, hitting
over 80 targets with preci-
sion munitions as an im-
mediate response to Iran’s
latest attacks on commer-
cial vessels transiting the
Strait of Hormuz” U.S.

Central Command said in a
statement.

“U.S. forces struck Ira-
nian air defense systems,
command and control net-
works, coastal radar sites,
anti-ship missile capabili-
ties, and more than 60 Is-
lamic Revolutionary Guard
Corps [IRGC] small boats in
and near the strait to de-
grade Iran’s ability to conti-
nue attacking international
commerce flowing through
the international trade cor-
ridor,” it said.

India expresses concern
India on Wednesday voiced
deep concern over the
fresh targeting of commer-
cial shipping in the Strait of
Hormuz and called upon
all parties to exercise res-
traint.

“We urge the parties to
return to dialogue and di-
plomacy to achieve a
peaceful and lasting solu-
tion to the conflict,” the Mi-
nistry of External Affairs
said in a statement.

(With PTI inputs)

IS THE DEAL FALLING APART?
» PAGE 14

How India withstood the crisis in West Asia

H have been among the
biggest sources of

macroeconomic instability for
therefore

that when tensions in
West Asia escalated, many thought
that India would once again face
an energy and economic crisis,
derailing its growth path. It
revived memories of the 1973 oil
shock and the 1991
balance-of-payments crisis, with
concerns over soaring fuel prices,
imported inflation, and pressure
on the external account. After all,
India imports almost 90% of its
crude oil and remains heavily
dependent on the Gulf for oil, gas
and fertilizers.

This time around, however,
when the Strait of Hormuz was the
epicentre of global anxiety, India
proved not only the sceptics at
home and abroad wrong, but also
seems to have emerged stronger in
managing its energy needs. Was
this resilience of India a matter of
luck, or was it the outcome of
deliberate policy choices,
institutional learning, and
strategic preparation?

Defying the odds
Few major economies were as
vulnerable to the disruption in the
Strait of Hormuz as India, the
world's third-largest oil importer.
Heavy dependence on imported
crude and LPG, combined with
rising freight costs and maritime
risks, created conditions for a
severe external shock. Within
weeks, the Indian crude basket
crossed $120 per barrel; the
import-linked cost of a domestic
LPG cylinder rose above ¥1,600;
and war-risk premiums escalated
sharply. By conventional
measures, India appeared
particularly vulnerable. However,
the real challenge was not merely
managing higher energy costs but
preventing a global supply
disruption from translating into
inflation and shortages at home.
Against all expectations, one of
the world's most energy
import-dependent economies
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insurance policy

against

turned out to be among the most
price-resilient; India contained
fuel and cooking gas inflation
better than many advanced and
emerging peers.

The numbers tell an
extraordinary story. Petrol prices
in India rose by just 7.5% during
the crisis, compared with nearly
14% in Germany, 19% in the UK.,
45% in the U.S., over 50% in
Pakistan and the Philippines, and
almost 90% in Myanmar. The
contrast was even starker in diesel
prices. While the UAE saw prices
surge by about 85%, India limited
the increase to just 8%.

‘One saw a similar story in the
kitchen. Even though India
imports nearly 60% of its LPG
requirements, a domestic cylinder
continued to cost T942, or 642 for
Ujjwala beneficiaries, which was
cheaper than what it cost in
Pakistan, Nepal, and Sri Lanka,
and dramatically lower than in the
U.S., Australia and Canada.

However, the cushion came at a
cost, as state-run Oil Marketing
‘Companies (OMCs) incurred
74,781 crore in losses on petrol,
diesel, and LPG sales up to June
30 as global crude prices surged
during the West Asia crisi
that cost shows you the big
picture. Instead of passing the full
shock to consumers, the
government and public-sector
‘OMCs absorbed it, protecting
household budgets and keeping
fuel and cooking gas affordable
throughout the crisis.

‘Weathering the storm
‘While several factors contributed
to India’s resilience during the
‘West Asia crisis, four stand out.
‘The first lesson of the crisis is that
strategic relationships are
themselves a form of energy

relationships matter as
reserves. Decades of engagement
with Iran and key Gulf partners
ensured that channels of
communication remained open
even when tensions were at their
highest. lran's decision to facilitate
the movement of Indian ships and
the willingness of Gulf producers

to continue supplying energy
underscored a simple reality:
foreign palicy can be as important
to energy security as oil fields.

Second, India had quietly built
an insurance policy against
geopolitical shocks by diversifying
its supplier base. Energy
partnerships stretching from
Russia and the U.S. to Africa and
Latin America gave India the
flexibility to withstand disruptions
far better than in previous crises.
In geopolitics, putting all your
energy eggs in one basket is no
longer an option.

Third, the cri indicated a
decade of energy planning. India
had quietly built multiple layers of
resilience such as higher ethanol
blending, a rapidly expanding
renewable energy base, larger
strategic reserves and stronger
refining capacity. These
investments did not prevent the
crisis, but they made the economy
better equipped to absorb it.

Fourth, the crisis reflected the
value of a whole-of-government
approach, reinforcing Prime
Minister Narendra Modi's
s on breaking down
silos and strengthening
institutional coordination. The
Ministries of External Affairs,
Petroleum and Natural Gas, Ports,
Shipping and Waterways, the
Indian Navy, and the National
Security Council Secretariat
worked in close coordination to
monitor risks, manage logistics,
and protect energy supplies.

The result was a coordinated
national response that turned
potential disruption into an
exercise in resilience.

The way ahead
The recent crisis shows us that the
foundations of resilience are laid

in years of preparation, and not in
moments of panic. I
response reflected

e dividends

of strategic foresight, diplomatic
outreach and

nti pen, this
resilience could become a defining
pillar of “Viksit Bharat'.

Trump blasts NATO
for rejecting efforts
to claim Greenland

Associated Press
ANKARA

U.S. President Donald
Trump took aim at his NA-
TO partners at a summit in
Turkive on Wednesday,
saying he was unhappy
with the alliance for push-
ing back against his efforts
to take control of Green-
land and for not support-
ing his war in Iran.

NATO’s European mem-
bers plus Canada have
scrambled to meet the in-
creased defence spending
targets Mr. Trump has de-
manded, as the U.S. draws
down the number of
troops it has in Europe and
insists that the continent
take more responsibility
for its own security.

But Mr. Trump reo-
pened old wounds as he ar-
rived at the meeting of 32
NATO leaders by insisting
again that the United States
should control Greenland,
a semi-autonomous Danish
territory. He blasted some
European countries for re-
fusing to participate in the
Iran war, singling out Spain
as “a terrible partner in NA-
TO” and renewing his
threats to cut off trade.

Ahead of the summit,
Mr. Trump said Greenland
“is very important” for the
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U.S. but not for Denmark,
declaring, “We need it for
protection of the world,
not just the United States.”

‘Defend every inch’

But Denmark’s Prime
Minister Mette Frederiksen
said her country is “ready
to defend every inch of NA-
TO including our own ter-
ritory” in the event of an
attack, and would rely on
NATO allies to honour their
commitment to defend
each other.

Ahead of the summit,
NATO Secretary-General
Mark Rutte praised Mr.
Trump for the series of U.S.
strikes on Iran overnight,
after Tehran struck three
merchant ships in the
Strait of Hormuz.

“I think what you did
last night was absolutely
necessary,” Mr. Rutte said
to Mr. Trump.
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Russia’s share
in India’s oil
imports rises
above 40%

T.C.A. Sharad Raghavan
NEW DELHI

Russia’s share in India’s oil
imports rose above 40% in
May 2026, the highest in
nearly two years, accord-
ing to official government
data.

Further, the data shows
that Russia charged India a
premium for its oil, while
other sources such as the
U.S. and even the UAE sold
India oil at lower-than-av-
erage prices.

Russia had been provid-
ing India a discount on its
oil as recently as February.

Notably, an analysis by
The Hindu of the data re-
leased by the Ministry of
Commerce and Industry
shows that India is trying
to diversify its sources of
oil, including once again
importing oil from Iran
and Venezuela in April and
continuing to do so in May
2026.

The U.S. had in Febru-
ary started allowing Vene-
zuela to export oil.

FULL REPORT ON
» PAGE 4
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Over 42% rise in female enrolment in
higher education since 2014: report

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

India’s higher education
sector has recorded signifi-
cant growth over the past
decade, with total student
enrolment rising to 4.5
crore in the 202324 aca-
demic year.

According to the latest
reports of the All India Sur-
vey on Higher Education
(AISHE) for 202223 and
2023-24, released by the
Education Ministry, this
marks a 31.5% rise from
3.42 crore recorded in
2014-15. The multi-year sur-
vey data reflect an institu-
tional participation rate of
over 90%, drawing metrics
from 59,533 higher educa-
tion institutions across the
country to outline major
strides in inclusivity, fe-
male participation, and
STEM (Science, Technolo-
gy, Engineering, and Math-
ematics) adoption.

Steady progress

Women, STEM learners and marginalised
communities drive sustained growth in

higher education

2014-
2015

=

= _—1

2023-
2024

Growth since
2014-15

2022-
2023

Total enrolment 342cr. | 446c¢r. | 450cr 131.5%
Female enrolment - 1.57 cr. 2.18 cr. - 2.24 cr. 1 42.2%
Overall GER I 23.7 29.5 I 30.0 —
Female GER A, 30.2 31.2 =
STEM enrolment | 91.5lakh — 1.02cr. 1 11.4%

The data are self-report-
ed wvoluntarily by regis-
tered institutions via a
web-based portal utilising
a data capture format.
While the Education Minis-
try executes built-in valida-
tions and scrutiny checks,
primary data quality re-
mains the responsibility of
the respective institutions.

The enrolment of fe-
male students in higher
educational institutions
rose from 1.57 crore in

2014-15 to 2.18 crore in
2022-23 and 2.24 crore in
2023-24, marking a 42.2%
increase since 2014-15.

The Gender Parity In-
dex (GPI) stands at 1.08 for
2023-24, remaining consis-
tently above 1.0 for seven
consecutive years. This un-
derlines a trend where fe-
male participation syste-
matically outpaces male
participation.

Also, India’s gross enrol-
ment ratio (calculated for

the 1823 age bracket)
reached 30 in 2023-24.
Notably, the female GER
scaled to 31.2, distinctly
higher than the national
baseline. For the Sche-
duled Castes, the enrol-
ment jumped 51.4% since
2014-15, reaching 69.72
lakh. The GER for SC stu-
dents grew from 18.9 to
27.8. For the Scheduled
Tribes, enrolment wit-
nessed a 75.7% rise, climb-
ing to 28.83 lakh, with the
GER up from 13.5 to 22.8.
With regard to the Other
Backward Classes, student
numbers grew 60.2%,
from 1.13 crore to 1.80
crore over 10 years.

Enrolment in STEM
fields climbed to 1.02 crore
in 2023-24. “Mirroring the
overall demographic shift,
the female share in STEM
programmes climbed stea-
dily to 44%, up from 38.4%
a decade ago,” the report
said.
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AISHE 2023-24 (Latest) — UHZ Jihs

T AtHiBA (Total Enrolment) 4.50 FAT
Overall GER 30.0%
Female GER 31.2%
Male GER 28.9%
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2014-1S @} JeraT # AlAT FATAIST qlg 492.2%
Ph.D. i gfg (2014-1S Ft Jerar #) TSI 47%
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Scrapping MGNREGS further
strains Himachal Pradesh’s
already limited resources: CM

The Hindu Bureau
CHANDIGARH

Himachal Pradesh Chief Mi-
nister Sukhvinder Singh
Sukhu on Wednesday said
that scrapping the Mahatma
Gandhi National Rural Em-
ployment Guarantee Act
(MGNREGS) and replacing it
with the new Viksit Bharat-
Guarantee for Rozgar and
Ajeevika Mission (VB-G RAM
G) does not serve the hill
State’s interests as it would
further strain already limit-
ed resources.

Mr. Sukhu, who was pre-
siding over a review meeting
of his government’s Rural
Development and Pan-
chayati Raj Department in
Shimla, said that while
MGNREGS was fully funded
by the Central government,
the new scheme required
States to cover 10% of the
costs, which placed an addi-
tional financial burden on
Himachal Pradesh’s limited

resources. The issue would

be raised with the Central
government, he said.

“The State government
is making concerted efforts
to strengthen the Rural De-
velopment and Panchayati
Raj Department, recognis-
ing its pivotal role in the ho-
listic development of rural
Himachal Pradesh. Vacant
posts in the department
are being filled on a priori-
ty basis to enhance admi-
nistrative efficiency,” the
Chief Minister said, adding
that more recruitments
would be undertaken in
the coming period.

Mr. Sukhu directed offic-

While
QQ MGNREGS was
fully funded by the
Centre, the new scheme
requires States to cover
10% of the costs

SUKHVINDER SINGH SUKHU
Chief Minister

ers to ensure benefits reach
intended beneficiaries in a
timely manner.

He also instructed the
Secretary, Rural Develop-
ment and Panchayati Raj,
to integrate all flagship
schemes of the department
with the Chief Minister’s
dashboard for effective on-
line monitoring.

Financial assistance
Financial aid was being ex-
tended to Self Help Groups
to strengthen livelihoods,
Mr. Sukhu said, highlight-
ing the State government’s
commitment to empower-
ing rural women.

YouTube Homework

> NREGA

> MG-NREGA
> VB-6 RAM 4
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T.N. moves SC against
HC order on quota
for converts to Islam

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Tamil Nadu govern-
ment has appealed against
a Madras High Court deci-
sion that a convert to Islam
cannot claim the status of
Backward Class Muslim.

The High Court had de-
clared unconstitutional a
2024 government order al-
lowing converts to claim
backward status.

The court was hearing
the petition filed in 2022 by
a man from Thoothukudi
district who had embraced
Islam and changed his
name. He was born to Hin-
du parents.

The certificate issued by
the Sunnath  Jamath,
Kayathar, in 2015 had stated
the petitioner had em-
braced Islam.

Application rejected

He had applied for a com-
munity certificate certify-
ing him as ‘Muslim Lebbal’,
a faith he claimed to follow.
However, the Kayathar Tah-
sildar rejected his applica-
tion. Challenging it, he had
moved court.

Meanwhile, the 2024 go-
vernment order notified
that a convert to Islam from
Backward Classes, Most
Backward Classes, Denoti-
fied Communities or Sche-
duled Castes ought to be
treated as BC (Muslim) for
availing the benefit of
reservation.

The High Court, howev-
er, had held that when a
Hindu, on conversion to Is-
lam, did not carry forward
the benefits of the Hindu
caste or sub-caste.

The convert’s status in
Islam was not decided by

The special leave petition was
filed by the Secretary to the
State in the Supreme Court.

the caste he was part of
prior to the conversion.

Social equality

The court noted that Chris-
tian missionaries as well as
Islamic preachers had
maintained that their reli-
gions offered social equali-
ty unlike Hinduism, which
had a caste hierarchy.

“Having taken such a
stand for effecting conver-
sions, it is disingenuous to
claim that there is hierar-
chy in Islam also. In our res-
pectful view, categorising
certain sects as Backward
and the remaining as For-
ward is antithetical to Qu-
ranic injunctions. Islam
seeks to establish an egali-
tarian society. Everyone is
equal in the eye of God.
There is no social hierar-
chy,” the court had said.

The special leave peti-
tion was filed by the Secre-
tary to the State of Tamil
Nadu in the Supreme
Court.

The appeal has ar-
raigned the petitioner in
the High Court, Sameer
Ahamed N., the District
Collector, the Revenue Divi-
sional Officer and the Tah-
sildar as respondents.

YouTube Homework
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India and Indonesia launch
joint restoration project at
iconic Prambanan Temple

Press Trust of India
JAKARTA

YouTube Homework

> PM Visit to Indonesia,

Australia & New 2ealand

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, along with Indone-
sian President Prabowo
Subianto, on Wednesday
visited the centuries-old
iconic Prambanan Temple
complex in Yogyakarta,
marking the inauguration
of a joint conservation pro-
ject for this UNESCO World
Heritage Site.

Mr. Modi described the
initiative as a “shining ex-
ample of the enduring ci-
vilisational bonds” bet-

" ; < 2N = A “
Prime Minister Narendra Modi and devotees visiting the Prambanan
Temple in Indonesia on Wednesday. AFP/PIB

the lead agency from the tralian counterpart Antho-

ween India and Indonesia,
rooted in a shared heritage
that has connected the pe-
ople of the two countries
for centuries.

The Archaeological Sur-
vey of India (ASI) will be

7/._@@;#
*’

Azadik,

Amrit Mahotsav

Indian side for the joint
restoration project.

Later in the day, Mr. Mo-
di reached Australia on the
second leg of his three-na-
tion tour during which he
will hold talks with his Aus-

ny Albanese. “Landed in
Melbourne, Australia. This
visit will add vigour to the
India-Australia Compre-
hensive Strategic Partner-
ship,” Mr. Modi said in a
post on X.
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DRDO conducts successful e S o e > Vik )
flight test of Pinaka rocket lkram-

The Defence Research and Development /
Organisation (DRDO) on Wednesday successfully
conducted a flight test of the Pinaka long range
guided rocket from the Integrated Test Range at
Chandipur, validating its user-defined minimum 2
strike range of 60 km. The rocket executed all T
planned in-flight manoeuvres and hit the ey
designated target with high precision, following
the predicted trajectory, the Defence Ministry
said. Range instrumentation deployed during the
trial tracked the rocket throughout its flight. The
rocket was launched from an in-service Pinaka
launcher, demonstrating the system’s ability to
fire different variants of the Pinaka rocket family
with varying ranges from the same launcher,
enhancing operational flexibility.
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Revolution to resurgence — Iran's strategic moment

he gloves are off and the ceasefire is in

trouble as the United States and Iran

traded strikes, once again, on July 8,

over the safe passage of commercial
ships across the Strait of Hormuz.

However, looking beyond this flareup, the
recent visuals coming out of Iran are
extraordinary. After more than 40 days of
sustained attacks by the combined military power
of the U.S. and Israel, the country is projecting an
image of pride, defiance, and resilience. The
funeral of its slain Supreme Leader, Ali
Khamenei, drew millions of mourners and
high-level representatives from Russia, China,
Saudi Arabia, Qatar, Tiirkiye, Egypt, Iraq,
Pakistan, Armenia, and several other countries.
Even the Taliban government in Afghanistan was
represented. Notably absent were the entire
Western bloc, much of Africa, and some regional
countries such as the United Arab Emirates,
Bahrain, and Kuwait, which bore the brunt of
Iran’s retaliation during the war.

Did the scenes witnessed reflect the image of a
nation defeated? Did the millions of people on
the streets, eager to catch a final glimpse of their
assassinated leader, appear coerced or forced to
mourn? Did the visuals coming out of Tehran and
other parts of Iran reflect a nation that is
economically bankrupt? The answer to all these
questions is a bold ‘no’. What was on display was
a nation eager to use this opportunity to tell the
world that it is still standing on its own — and may
be more powerful, confident and resilient than
ever before.

The regime has not only survived the war but
has emerged stronger than before, with the
Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps (IRGC) in full
control. Its nuclear programme still remains off
the table and there is no mention of its ballistic
missile programme in the 14-point Memorandum
of Understanding with the U.S. The windfall gains
from removal of sanctions, sale of crude oil and
natural gas, a defreezing of its money and assets
and the monetisation of the Strait of Hormuz
promise an economic revival for Iran, although
some of it may now be under question after the
rapidly escalating situation. This resurrection of
Iran almost feels like a revolution, and is a
reminder of how a new nation, the ‘Islamic
Republic of Iran’ emerged from the Iranian
Revolution of 1979, overcoming the threats and
challenges from a monarchy supported and
abetted by the West.

The first revolution

The 1979 revolution was the culmination of a
vear-long protests against the [ranian regime,
ignited by multiple factors, mainly political
repression and economic hardships. There was
also a strong undercurrent to reclaim Iran’s
cultural and religious legacy which had been

Rajeev Agarwal
Senior Research
Consultant at the
CRF, Delhi, and the
author of the book,
‘Between Tehran and
Tel Aviv - Gaza's Story
of Unending War’
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suppressed by the pro-western Shah regime. The
combined effect created an unprecedented
popular movement led by Ayatollah Khomeini,
the exiled cleric and former philosophy professor
from Qom, who had been banished in 1964 for
opposing the Shah’s reform programme. The
movement ultimately overthrew Shah
Mohammad Reza Pahlavi.

The Shah and his family fled Iran in January
1979 and Ayatollah Khomeini returned on
February 1 to a jubilant welcome. 10 days later,
Iran’s armed forces declared their neutrality,
effectively ending the Shah’s rule. On April 1,
following a successful referendum, Khomeini
proclaimed Iran as the Islamic Republic. The new
republic drew its legitimacy from three pillars:
restoring Iran’s national pride, establishing
theological discourse and Islamic governance,
and promising economic progress and social
justice. However, the 1979 hostage crisis, the
eight-year Iran-Iraq war, prolonged nuclear
programme-related sanctions, and support for
regional militia proxies severely tested the
country’s economic and political resilience.

Revolution 2.0

‘Why is the current post-war situation akin to a
second revolution? Like in 1979, this war too has
led to the emergence of a stronger and a
nationalist regime. However, unlike 1979, when
an earlier regime had to be overthrown, this time,
the regime, despite being hit badly and its
Supreme Leader assassinated, has emerged
stronger as it has survived. Once again, key issues
such as national pride, dignity, strength and unity
are being made the central pillars. And the
millions of people on the street now mirror the
visuals of millions on the streets of [ran in
February 1979 when they welcomed Ayatollah
Ruhollah Khomeini after his return from exile.
And, like in 1979, this revolution too promises to
bring in long-lasting changes in Iran and the
region.

The most prominent change is obviously the
security architecture. Soon after the 1979
revolution, the nations in the Gulf had formed the
Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) in 1981, to forge a
common platform to fight the threat from a
revolutionary Iran. The region turned to the U.S.
which then carried out its most extensive and
permanent military deployment after the Second
‘World War — it stationed thousands of troops and
hundreds of military assets across multiple bases,
promising a security umbrella against Iran (and
Iraq).

‘Well, this war has shattered this myth with the
punishment and huge losses that American bases
and the countries in the region had to suffer from
Iranian strikes. Countries in the region are not
only frustrated with the failed U.S. security
assurances but are looking at alternatives to

secure themselves in the future, including maybe,
making peace with Iran.

The second issue is the regime’s survival which
had been at its weakest in the past few years due
to economic sanctions and growing frustration
within over its enforcement of Islamic laws,
especially against women. The most recent
protests in December 2025, ignited over severe
inflation and job losses and massive devaluation
of its national currency Rial (1.54 million Rials
traded for one U.S. dollar) posed one of the most
severe threats to the regime, one which the U.S.
too attempted to support and ignite. However, it
failed as it was suppressed by a brutal crackdown
by the regime. Even the slain Supreme Leader’s
advanced age and declining health had raised
questions about the regime’s ability to retain
control after his death. However, those doubts
have now been consigned to history, with the
regime emerging stronger and more firmly in
control.

The third important factor is identity. If the
first revolution gave the nation a ‘Religion First”
ideological identity, this war has brought national
pride to the fore and made it the primary agent of
resilience and defiance. Iran’s ability to absorb
the punishment of military strikes, endure the
pain and then strike back effectively, have
brought people and nation together.

The fourth factor has to relate to the economy.
A nation which has survived and sustained under
severe economic sanctions for almost three
decades, now faces a pleasant possibility of huge
influx of money into its coffers thanks to a
possible easing of sanctions, defreezing of assets
and sale of petroleum products. The
monetisation of the Strait of Hormuz is obviously
a bonus and now a powerful negotiating
instrument with Iran.

A balancing act for India

India clearly has a decision to make. The war
marked India’s definite and noticeable tilt toward
the Israel-U.S.-United Arab Emirates bloc, with
several decisions that many analysts have found
difficult to explain or defend. By sending a
Minister-led delegation to the funeral, India may
have walked a diplomatic tightrope. Going
forward, however, it will have to make a strategic
choice on how to balance its ties with Iran and
the wider Gulf region, which itself appears deeply
divided after the war.

Iran is resurgent and is unlikely to let go of the
opportunity that this war has provided it. The
scale of the irreversible changes unfolding in Iran
and the region may become clearer over time.
However, one thing is certain — the security and
economic landscape of the region has changed
forever. How Iran uses this opportunity, and how
the region responds, will shape the destiny of its
people and the region for decades to come.
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The Indian diaspora as Australia’s identity, its future

he Indian diaspora is now officially
T Australia’s largest overseas-born

community, overtaking the England-born
population for the first time. This is not a small
demographic footnote. Australia’s population
has, for two centuries, been anchored by a
British-derived majority. An Indian-origin
community now outnumbering it marks a
genuine inflection point in how the country
understands itself. It is against this backdrop that
Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s visit to Australia
— his third visit Down Under — will be a trip in
which the diaspora is expected to command the
spotlight.

The Australia-India relationship has come a
long way, from being defined by the simplistic
‘three Cs’ — Cricket, Curry and Commonwealth —
to a more meaningful ‘four Ds’: Democracy,
Defence, Diaspora and Dosti. This shift reflects a
decade of institution-building, including India’s
participation alongside Australia, the United
States and Japan in the Quad, the informal
security grouping that has become the backbone
of the Indo-Pacific strategy of India and Australia.
Mr. Modi’s visit will touch on all four pillars, but it
is the diaspora event — a large public gathering
billed as ‘Melbourne Meets Modi’ — that is
drawing the most attention, precisely because of
what this community has come to represent for
both nations.

A new migration era

The settlement trajectory of the Australian-Indian
community is very different from its counterparts
in the U.S. or the United Kingdom. The first
significant wave of Indian professional migration
to Australia dates only to the 1960s and 1970s,
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climbing after the dismantling of the White
Australia Policy — an explicitly racist immigration
regime that excluded all but European migrants.

By diaspora standards, this makes the
Australian-Indian community still young. A large
share of recent arrivals left India during the ‘New
India’ years since 2014, a period of rapid outward
migration driven by a mix of economic ambition
and, for some, disillusionment with the state of
democratic institutions at home. Whatever the
reasons for leaving, this cohort tends to be more
recently and more tightly bound to India —
through family, business, remittances and a
resurgent nationalist identity. That is what makes
Australia’s Indian community distinct beyond just
numbers.

The rise of political backlash

As the anti-immigration wave rises across the
globe, in Australia this wave has found a specific
target in the Indian community. Nationalist street
rallies under banners such as ‘March for
Australia’ have gathered pace over the past year,
and the right-wing populist One Nation party is
emerging as the main opponent to the
left-of-centre Labor party currently in power. Mr.
Modi’s high-visibility diaspora event lands
squarely within this tense landscape. By
showcasing the scale, accomplishments and
mobilisation of the Indian community, it will
reiterate the statement — increasingly co-opted by
conservative movements — that this community
has grown too large, too fast, and too visible.

For Australia, the Indian diaspora is an
economic asset and a force multiplier for the
country’s multicultural fabric. But a fracturing
domestic political landscape means that this asset

can just as easily be recast as a liability in public
discourse. Mr. Modi’s visit should be a reminder
to policymakers that failing to invest in better
understanding this growing and dynamic
community carries real stakes for the future of
this strategic partnership.

Beyond numbers and narratives
For India, the diaspora has long been framed as a
source of pride and a connecting tissue of
cultural links to Australia as a strategic partner.
But pride and sentiment are not the same as
understanding. What is missing — on both sides
of the relationship — is a serious, evidence-based
picture of how this diaspora actually lives, trusts
and participates in Australian civic life, beyond
the headline statistics on income, education and
trade that has long been the mainstay of
government discourse. If both countries are
serious about treating the diaspora as a genuine
pillar of their partnership rather than a talking
point, that requires concerted efforts to capture
their experiences of settlement which are far
from monolithic.

Australia’s demographic transformation is not
a passing trend. Tt will permanently reshape its
national identity from an antipodean one to one
that is far more entangled with India and the
wider Indo-Pacific. That means sustained
research, stronger engagement with civil society,
and policies that build social cohesion rather than
taking it for granted. If democracy, defence,
diaspora and dosti are to remain the four pillars
of the partnership, then the diaspora must be
treated not merely as a symbol of the
relationship, but as a constituency whose
experiences and trust deserve to be understood.
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What is the ‘Hummus trail’
and why is it under scrutiny?

Can India arrest foreign nationals accused of grave breaches under the Geneva Conventions?

Nivedita S.

The story so far:
n June 2, 2026, the Hind Rajab
Foundation (HRF), a
Palestinian rights organisation
based in Brussels, filed a
complaint with the Union Ministry of
Home Affairs, the Bureau of Immigration
and the police to arrest Eitan Gilboa, an
Israeli soldier, who was found to be
vacationing in Himachal Pradesh. Gilboa,
amember of the 271st Combat
Engineering Battalion, was accused by the
organisation of committing “war crimes
in Gaza” in 2024. The organisation
submitted evidence that involves specific
instances in which he participated in the
destruction of residential buildings and
civilian infrastructure in Khan Yunis and
Rafah. He filmed videos of himself
celebrating the execution of these
activities, which were later posted on
social media by his mother. The HRF
provided geo-located videos, social media
videos and chain-of-command
documentation along with the complaint.

How does Indian law apply to alleged
war crimes?

The HRF alleged that these activities by
Gilboa were in violation of the Fourth
Geneva Convention, to which India is a
signatory. Under this convention, any
intentional launch of an attack which is
known to cause loss of life or injury to
civilians, along with severe damage to
civilian objects, is considered to be a war
crime and a grave breach of the
convention.

Though India does not have its own
law criminalising war crimes, it has
passed the Geneva Conventions Act, 1960.
Under this law, any act which constitutes
a ‘grave breach’ under four sections of the
Geneva Convention is criminalised. India
can arrest any person, irrespective of
nationality, if found to have committed an
offence under the convention, regardless
of the geographical location of the
offence.

If an arrest is not possible, the Home
Ministry and the Bureau of Immigration
can facilitate the deportation of the
accused from Indian territory. However,

the Union government did not issue a
statement regarding the allegations by
HRF, nor initiated a probe.

What is the ‘Hummus trail’?

Though Gilboa has now fled India, he was
traced by pro-Palestinian activists and the
HRF in Old Manali and Gondla Village of
Himachal Pradesh, which are popular
spots among Israelis along the ‘Hummus
trail”

Every year, around 80,000 Israelis visit
India, a large number of them young
veterans who have been discharged from
the mandatory Israeli army service. This
trip, known as the Tiul Gadol, could last
up to 6 months or a year and is mainly
funded by the bonus they receive after
serving in the army. In February 2026, the
Israeli government allocated four million
NIS to boost tourism collaboration with
India.

From the north to the south of the
country, there are several areas which are
frequented by Israelis, and this is
colloquially known as the ‘Hummus trail
in India’. This includes Kasol (also known

as mini-Israel), Kodaikanal, Kerala, Goa,
Hampi, Gokarna, Rishikesh, Varanasi,
Pushkar, Almora, Dharamkot, and, more
recently, the Andaman and Nicobar
Islands.

In these places frequented by Israelis,
one can observe several changes to the
cultural landscape. It is common to see
signs in Hebrew, posters promoting the
Israeli Defence Forces, along with cafes,
stores and hostels run by Israelis. In 2015,
an Israeli-run cafe in Himachal Pradesh
faced backlash for allegedly denying entry
to Indians with a ‘whites only’ sign.

According to a 2020 study published in
the Journal of Travel & Tourism
Marketing, drug abuse and rave parties
are common along the Hummus trail,
with drug peddling cases on the rise in
these regions.

The study found that to cope with
mental health challenges faced by these
veterans during their service in the army,
they resort to high drug consumption.
Mental health workers from Israel have
also been sent to India to aid these
reservists.

Why is the issue drawing global
attention?

“India-Israel tourism is not merely about
routine holidays and cultural exchange. It
is part of a broader normalisation process
that seeks to deepen social and economic
ties between the two countries,” Azad
Essa, author of Hostile Homelands: The
New Alliance Between India and Israel,
told The Hindu. He added that Israel has
thanked India multiple times for being

one of the few countries that have
provided political and moral support to
Israel, when much of the world has
turned its back on it, at least publicly.

As Israel has killed over 73,000
Palestinians in the Gaza Strip since the
October 7, 2023, Hamas attack, and is
currently facing a case filed by South
Africa in the International Court of Justice
over allegations of genocide, allowing
unrestricted entry of Israeli soldiers to
India after their service in Gaza demands
scrutiny.

The UN Commission of Inquiry, in its
report, has said that the Israeli military
“deliberately carried out acts inflicting
death and severe bodily and mental harm
on hundreds of thousands of Palestinian
children.”

Five-year-old Hind Rajab is among the
thousands of children killed by the Israeli
forces in Gaza.

The HRF’s legal action in other
countries against Israeli soldiers travelling
there has resulted in successful outcomes
in Brazil, Romania, Peru, Belgium, and
Canada, according to its website. A court
in Chile is the latest to recognise universal
jurisdiction over war crimes in Gaza while
hearing HRF’s complaint against Rom
Kovtun, an Israeli-Ukrainian citizen
accused of war crimes during the siege of
Al-Shifa Hospital in Gaza.

“The ‘Hummus Trail’ — or these
extended trips that IDF soldiers take to
decompress after military duties — cannot
become a route for impunity,” Natacha
Bracq, Head of Litigation at the HRF, said
in a statement.
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India added 52.5
mitpa regasification
capacity in 2025: IGU
World LNG Report

Santosh V. Perumal
CHENNAT

India added 52.5 million
tonnes per annum (mtpa)
of regasification capacity
across eight terminals, as it
surpassed Spain to become
the fourth largest market
for regasification capacity
in 2025, according to the
International Gas Union’s
(IGU) World LNG Report.

Rising demand for fertil-
izer, city gas and utilities as
well as the government’s
push for enhanced share of
liquefied natural gas (LNG)
in the energy mix was seen
helping the country

Among operational LNG
regasification terminals in
India, Dahej LNG 17.5
mtpa) stands out as the on-
ly ultra-large facility and
ranks as the sixth largest
globally.

Large-scale category
The remaining seven ter-
minals fall into the large-
scale category, each with a
regasification capacity of 5
mtpa.

In 2025, India commis-
sioned two LNG regasifica-
tion projects, including
one new onshore terminal,
Chhara LNG, with a regasi-
fication capacity of 5 mtpa,
and one expansion project
at the Dabhol LNG termi-
nal through the comple-
tion of its breakwater
infrastructure.

The project has effec-
tively enhanced the termi-
nal’s operational efficiency
and has increased its ca-
pacity to 5 mtpa from 2.9
mtpa. Previously idle dur-
ing the monsoon season,
the Dabhol LNG terminal
now enables uninterrupt-
ed, yvear-round operations
after commissioning of the
breakwater.

India currently has four
LNG projects under con-
struction, including one
new terminal and three ex-

the sixth largest globally.

pansion projects at exist-
ing facilities, including the
expansion of India’s largest
terminal, Dahej LNG.

Once commissioned,
these projects are expect-
ed to add a combined 11.3
mtpa of regasification ca-
pacity by 2028.

According to the Inter-
national Energy Agency,
India’s natural gas con-
sumption is forecast to in-
crease by nearly 60% by
2030, driven by robust
growth in city gas distribu-
tion, industrial demand,
and power generation.

India’s LNG regasifica-
tion utilisation fell to about
47% in 2025, down from
58% in 2024, reflecting a
combination of weaker
LNG imports during the
summer months and an in-
crease in regasification ca-
pacity following recent in-
frastructure additions.

Asia led the global LNG
regasification capacity ad-
ditions in 2025, with all
new capacity coming from
China and India, contribut-
ing 15.1 mtpa and 7.1 mtpa.
representing 24% and
11.3% of global additions,
respectively.

Although the Asia Pacif-
ic remained the Ilargest
LNG-importing region, IGU
found imports into Asia fell
by 9.2 MT to 108.7 MT, dri-
ven mainly by lower intake
in China and India.
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Al boom drives intangible investment to record level, says UN

Agence France-Presse
GENEVA

The Artificial Intelligence
(AI) boom has helped drive
investments in intangible
assets such as software, da-
ta and research to a record
high in 2025, the United
Nations’ patent and inno-
vation agency said
Wednesday.

These investments,
which encompass research
and development, soft-
ware and data, brands, de-
sign and organisational
know-how, represent a
large and growing share of
the global economy, the
World Intellectual Proper-
ty Organization said.

Across the 29 econo-
mies studied, which ac-
count for 57% of global
GDP, intangible invest-
ment “reached an all-time

high” of over $10 trillion in
2025, according to WIPO.

China left out

The study included the Un-
ited States, EU nations, Bri-
tain, Japan, India as well as
other countries. However,
China, the world’s second-
largest economy, was not
among the nations
covered.

The record figure was
detailed in the World In-
tangible Investment High-
lights 2026, which WIPO
co-published with the
Rome-headquartered
Luiss Business School.

Intangibles surge

Since 2008, intangible in-
vestment has grown by
3.5% annually in real
terms; way ahead of tangi-
ble investments, which
saw annual growth of just

Two to tango: A visitor interacts with a robot dog at the Al for Good Global Summit in Geneva. AFP

0.98% over the same pe-

riod, the study said.
“These figures point to a

durable structural shift in

the composition of invest-
ment, with intangible as-
sets playing a growing role
in value creation,” WIPO

The United States ac-
counts for the largest share
of intangible investment by

far, reaching nearly $5 tril-
lion in 2025. This was
around six times the level
in second-placed Japan,
with Germany third.

Sweden retains its posi-
tion as the most intangible-
intensive economy, reach-
ing 17.4% of GDP in 2025,
followed by the United
States at 15.6% and France
at 15.2%.

Meanwhile India, Japan
and the Philippines record-
ed the fastest growth, said
WIPO.

More resilience
The report said intangible
investments proved more
resilient than tangible ones
in the face of high interest
rates, trade tensions and
the economic slowdown
seen in recent years.
Between 2020 and
2025, they grew by 5.5%

Sweden retains its
position as the most
intangible-intensive
economy, reachin
17.4% of GDP in 2025

annually in real terms,
compared to 3.2% for tan-
gible investments.

The report said artificial
intelligence was playing a
major role in the
transformation.

While it initially drives
physical investments in da-
ta centres, semiconductors
and energy infrastructure,
WIPO estimates that its
lasting impact stems pri-
marily from investments in
software, data, research
and development, and cor-
porate reorganisation.

Investment in software
and databases recorded

the highest aggregate real
growth rate across all in-
tangible asset categories
between 2013 and 2023, at
7.3% annually, ahead of or-
ganisational capital (4.9% )
and brands (4.4%).

The report also high-
lights the economic impor-
tance of brands, with in-
vestments across the 29
economies reaching $1.4
trillion in 2025.

The U.S. leads global
brand investment by a
wide margin, exceeding
$566 billion in 2025 —
more than four times the fi-
gure for Britain, in second
place on $137 billion, fol-
lowed by Japan on $112 bil-
lion. Established in 1967,
Geneva-based WIPO helps
creators and entrepre-
neurs protect their intel-
lectual property across
borders.
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