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T.N. Leader of the Opposition freed on bail at night
as per HC’s direction after 90-minute questioning

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAITHANJAVLUR

amil Nadu's Leader
Tnl' the Opposition
and Dravida Mun-

netra  Kazhagam (DMK)
vouth wing keader Udhava-
nidhi Stalin was arrested
by police on Tuesday
morming following a comr
plaimt fled by a function-
ary of the ruling Tamilaga
Verrrl Kazhagam (TVK) ac-
cusing him ol making mis-
ogynist remarks at a public
meeting in Thanjavur on
Monday.

Mr. Udhavanidhl was ta-
ken 10 Thanjavur by road
and questioned for nearly
90 minutes at the Sengipat-
ti police station before be-
ing released on station bail
al night as per a Madras
High Court direction.

While DMK cadres prot-
ested across the State con-
demning the arrest, TVK
workers staged demonstra-
tions secking action

LS N

Udhayanidhi Stalin held for ‘misogynist’ remarks

DMK, TVK cadres hold protests across the State;
arrest a diversion by the TVK, DMK leader says

against the leader for “de
meaning” women.

The Thanjavur Town
East police arrested Mr.
Udhavanidhi from his resi-
dence at Neelankarai in
Chennai following the re-
gistration of an FIR on a
complaint from TVK wo-
men’s wing othoe-bearer
Bairavi Sankar. She had al-
leged that the DMK leader
had made a highly deroga-
tory and Jewd remark in re-
lerence to Chiel Minister C.
Joseph Vijay and a film ac-
tor while delivering a pu-
blic speech in Thanjavur,

Denying the charges le-
velled against him, Mr. Ud-
hayanidhi said he did not
intend to hurt anyone, es-
pecially women, and that
he did not engage in dou-
ble entendre as alleged by
some. He said his speech
had been misinterpreted
out of context for political
purposes, He accused the
TVK of folsting the case 10
divert attention from the

Udhayanidhi says he had no intention of hurting
anyone, and did not engage in double entendre

Tarrsl Nacku Leader of the Dppostion Udhayanidhi SLalin wavng 10 supporters after he was released on
bail in Thargavur on Tuesday R VENGADESH

ISsuUes concerning larmers
that he had been raising.
During the hearing ol
his anticipatory bail peti-
ton in the High Court, Ad-
vocate-General Vijay Na-
rayan submitted that the
police did not intend to re-
mand Mr, Udhavanidhi in

judicial custody. He said
Mr. Udhayanidhi would be
let off on station bail after
interrogation.

Recording the A-G's sub-
mission, Justice G.K. llan-
thiraiyan disposed of the
petition with a direction to
the police to release him

on station bail by the end
of the day. The judge di-
rected Mr. Udhayanidhi 1o
cooperate with the investi-
gation and appear for in-
quiry whenever he is
summoned.

The police had regis-
tered the FIR for offences

under Sections 61 (criminal
conspiracy), 79 (word, ges-
ture or act intended to in-
sult modesty of a woman),
192 (wantonly giving pro-
vocation with intent to
Catise rot), 196 (promoting
enmity between different
groups), 296b (urtering ob-
scene words in a public
place), 3512 (criminal inti-
midation) and 352 (inten-
tional insult with intent to
provoke breach of peace)
of the Bharatiya Nyaya
Sanhita.

The police also invoked
Section 4 of the Tamil Na-
du Prohibition of Harass-
ment of Women Act and
section 67 of the Informa-
tlon Technology Act,
2000, since the complai-
nant had claimed thar a vi-
deo clip of the speech was
shared by the DMK IT wing
on ks soclal media ac-
coumts. IT wing office-bear-
ers were booked too.

Earller, amidst high dra-
ma and tension, Mr. Ud

hayanidhi was brought to
Thanjavur. Originally, he
was expected to be taken
to Thanjavur town for be-
ing questioned at the
Thanjavur East police sta
tion or Thanjavur South
police station. However, he
was whisked 1o the Sengi-
patti police station, situat-
ed about 25 km ahead of
Thanjavur on the Tiruchi-
Thanjavur national high-
way. The change in plan
was apparently due 1o the
tense situation prevailing
near Thanjavur South pol-
ice station where a large
number of vociferous DMK
cadre had assembled rais-
ing slogans condemning
the TVK government for
arresting their leader.

As soon as news of the
police’s change of plan
spead, DMK cadre gath-
ered in strength in front of
the Sengipatti police sta-
tion. They were restrained
by a strong posse of police
personned.
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SC directs Centre to
frame SOPs to curb

‘dig!'tal arrest’ scams

NEW DeLm

The Supreme Court on
Tuesday passed a detalled
order directing the Centre,
States, the Reserve Bank of
India (RED and 1elecom
autharities to prepare stan-
dard operating procedures
(SOPs) o curb “digital ar-
rest” scams.

The court directed them
1o operanonalise mechan
Isms to redress grievances
of victims, initiate craminal
action theough Zero Nrse
indormacion reports (FIRs)
against cyber fraudsters,
and restore the monetary
losses of those defrauced
in a time-bound manner.

The court referred to a
status repoet submitsed by
the Indian Cyber Crime
Coordinatson Centre (MO,
which sald the complaines
received on the Natanal
Cyvber Crime Reporting
Postal againsa digital ar-
rests sharply reduced from
L23672 in 2024 1o 58,249
in 2005, and stood .
16,377 for the period end-
ing Jume 30, 2006,

‘Encouraging” statisthcs
However, the court saxd
though the statistics were
“certalnly encouraging”, &
was still essential to moni-
tor the suation.

“As per the lowrnth stanus
report, a data-sharing Mol
between the Reserve Bank
Innovation Hub and 14C
was executed on May 11,
2006. The grievance re
dressal mechanksm portal
now  covers 1.21.550
branches of 69 banks. Ad-
ditionally, the Money Res-
toration Mechanism Paortal
has 57 participating banks
and covers all 36 States and
Umson Terrwories,” the
court moted.

The court said the e-Ze-

Complaints

recened on
the National Cviber
Crimme Reporting
Portal agginsa cJiggieal
arvests lenve duiply
redsced from
LZAG72 In X024 10
SE249 n 2025 and
stood an 657 for the
periodending ™
June 30
STATUS

HEPORT
SUBMITTED

< Elondama)

ro FIR mechanism was
functional In 19 States,
while only M States had
notified their State Cyber
Crame Coordination
Centres. Similarly, the Te-
lecommunications (Radio
Equipmment Possession
Authorisation) Rudes, 2025
had been notihed, while
the Telecommumications
(User [demtification) Rudes,
2025 was at the final stage
of notihication,

In a series of imterim &
rectians, the court direct
«d the RE to prepare and
crculsse within four weeks
an SOP for banks for plac
ing temporary debit holds
on maude scoounts Bnked o
money bundering activity
and cyber-enabled franxd.

The States and Union
Territorkes were directed
to frame modules for grie-
vance redressal and mo-
ney restaracion as per the
Minsstry of Home Affalrs”
SOP concerning the Na
tional Cyber Crime Report-
ing Portal and Cyber RMS.

States have been asked
1 notify Cyber Crime
Coordination Centres and
eZero FlRs within four
weeks,
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Govt. pushing E20 under Trump’s pressure

The Hindu Bureau

NEW DELHI

Aam Aadmi Party (AAP)
chief Arvind Kejriwal on
Tuesday warned the
Centre that the country
will be pushed to launch
another major movement
if it does not stop forcing
the E20-blended petrol on
its citizens.

The former Delhi Chiel
Minister also alleged that
the Centre was imposing
E20 petrol on the country
under pressure from US.
President Donald Trump
and urged Prime Minister
Narendra Modi to “stand
up” to the former.

“PM Modi, what is the
point of showing your
strength against us? Show
the same courage in front
of Trump and stop impos-
ing E20 on the country.
Otherwise, the nation will
once again be compelled
to launch a major move-
ment,” Mr. Kejriwal said.

Earlier in the day, Mr.

’ ~ 4
- - 4

Arvind Kejriwal and AAP leaders during the protest against E20 fuel
in New Delhi on Tuesday. SHASHI SHEKHAR KASHYAP

Kejriwal led a march of
around 100 people to-
wards the PM's residence,
but was stopped by securi-
ty forces.

“We had gone today to
submit 2.3 lakh petitions to
the Prime Minister. A
month ago, we had sought
time to discuss the forceful
imposition of the E20-
blended petrol issue with
him, but we received no
response. Today, when we
went to hand over the peti-
tions, we were informed

that he would not meet us.
This reflects the dictatorial
attitude,” Mr. Kejriwal said.

He accused Mr. Modi of
demonstrating the same
“dictatorship™ attitude he
had shown against the
NEET protests.

The march, which be-
gan from the AAP head-
quarters on Pandit Ravi
Shankar Shukla Lane, co-
vered barely 1 km before
being stopped near 5, Fe-
rozshah Road. The police
had put up barricades at

two locations, including
the main blockade near 5,
Ferozshah Road and
another close to the Mandi
House roundabout, pre-
venting protesters from ad-
vancing towards the Prime
Minister's residence.,

Demands in the petition
In a tense standoff that fol-
lowed, the police also de-
nied a request to allow a
small delegation to pro-
ceed to the PM’s residence
to submit a representation
against the E20 policy.

However, the impasse
ended without any major
confrontation after Delhi
Police arranged for a police
vehicle to carry the protes-
ters” memorandum to the
Prime Minister’s
residence,

The petition demanded
provision of a choice bet-
ween pure petrol and E20
at fuel stations, so that peo-
ple are not forced to use
fuel that “damages” vehi-
cles. It also urged the go-

vernme rduce the
price of E20 petrol to re-
flect the lower calorific va-
lue and reduced mileage it
delivers. The AAP chief al-
so alleged that the Indian
farmers are not benefitting
from the shift w E20
petrol,

“Ethanol there (U.S.) is
produced from maize, and
American farmers have
put tremendous pressure
on Trump. Trump, in turn,
put pressure on PM Modi
to buy ethanol to protect
American farmers. Our
farmers are not benefitting
at all.” he said.

Senior AAP leader Man-
ish Sisodia, who was also
present at the march, said,
“The issue of E20 is about
forcing ethanol into the
vehicles of 30 crore people
across the country. Crores
of people are saying that it
is damaging their vehicles,
why is PM Modi still ada-
mant about it?”

(With inputs from
Lavpreet Kaur)




Right to be forgotten: Karnataka HC lets name o
acquitted woman be masked in online sources

Krishnaprasad

BENGALURU

Emphasising the “right to
be forgotten”™ in the digital
age, the High Court of Kar-
nataka has directed search
engines and judicial re-
cord-keepers to mask the
name of a woman, who
was acquitted back in 2019
of charges under the Im-
moral Traffic (Prevention)
Act, 1956, from online
records,

“In an age where a few
keystrokes often substitute
for human inquiry and dig-
ital search results frequent-
ly shape public perception,
the continued visibility of
an obsolete accusation in-
flicts a civil consequence
far graver than the crimi-

LN

nal proceedings them-
selves,” the court
observed.

Justice M. Nagaprasanna
directed registrars of the
High Court of Karnataka,

Bengaluru City Civil C |
the State police, G ’
and Indian Kan al,

to mask the petitioner-wo-
man's name from their dig-
ital records pertaining to
the case.

The petitioner, an Ira-
nian national, was one of
the four accused prosecut-
ed in 2013-14 for indulging
in a prostitution racket
through websites. Howev-
er, all the accused were ac-
quitted in 2019 by the trial
court on finding several se-
rious lapses by the police,
including delayed registra-

dq

The High Court noted that a
person’s acquittal is a judicial
declaration of innocence.

tion of First Information
Report and lack of suffi-
clent evidence.
Subsequently, the peti-
tioner, who had come to
India on a student visa
from Iran, approached the

United Nations seeking re-
cognition as a refugee. She
was given refugee status
and permanent residence
in Sweden, where she is re-

siding at present.

Digital spectre
However, during her on-
line search, she found her
name linked to the crime
in which she was acquitted
and that prospective em-
plovers conducting routine
background checks were
confronted with the digital
spectre of criminal prose-
cution, effectively “eclips-
ing the judicial vindica-
tion” she had received.
Stating that an acquittal
is not just a procedural for-
mality but a “solemn judi-
cial declaration™ of inno-

cence, the High Cou
that “the law cannot
mit a situation whe

paper declaration,
of any meaningful ¢
quence in the lived realities
of the individual.”

Dismissing concemns ex-
pressed on behalf of the
High Court’s registry for
masking the name from
the court records citing
that granting such relief
would “open floodgates”,
Justice Nagaprasanna stat-
ed, “If the so-called Pando-
ra's box is opened by the
enforcement of a funda-
mental right, so be it...
Constitutional guarantees
are not to be rationed for
fear that others may invoke
them.”

YouTube Homework
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NEW DELHI

The Indian government
has no “invglvement™ in a
ience to be ad-
Bangladesh’s
deposed Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina at the Fo-
p— ~
reign Correspondents Club
(FCC) on Wednesday, the
External AHairs Ministry
said on Tuesday.

Speaking at the Minis-
try’s press briefing, official
spokesperson Randhir Jais-
wal said Ms. Hasina's event
is being organised by a
“private media entity”,

India’s response came a
day after Bangladesh
Prime Minister Tarique
Rahman's Foreign Affairs
Adviser Humayun Kobir
met Indian High Commis-
sioner Dinesh Trivedi at
the Prime Minister’s Office
in Dhaka and cautioned
that continued political ac-
tivities by Ms. Hasina on In-
dian  territory  could
“harm" bilateral ties.

“The interaction you
refer to is being organised
by a private media entity,
The government has no in-
volvement whatsoever in
it. Neither does it endorse
any views that may be ex-
pressed at the forum,” said
Mr. Jaiswal, in response to
a question,

FCC president Dr. Waiel
Awwad has said Ms. Hasina

dq

Government denies
any involvement in
Hasina’s pr

Randhr Jaiswal

would announce her plans
to return to Bangladesh
during the “exclusive inte-
ractive session” and answ-
er a few questions from the
media.

Following his meeting
with Mr. Trivedi on Mon-
day, Mr. Kobir said that
“such activities” could
“harm positive progress of
bilateral relations between
the two countries”.

India had earlier invited
Mr. Rahman to participate
in the upcoming BRICS
summit. However, Bangla-
desh has not yvet confirmed
Mr. Rahman’s participa-
tion in the event, with di-
plomatic sources indicat:
ing that Dhaka has not
appreciated the fact thm
the BRICS invitation was
extended to Mr. Rahman in
his capacity as the curremt
Chair of BIMSTEC and not
as the Prime Minister of

Bangladesh.
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Indian-flagged ship

sinks after attack in

Red Sea; 14 rescued

13 Indian nationals among those rescued; New Delhi strongly condemns

artack, says the targeting of commercial shipping in the region must end

Press Trust of India
NEW DELHI

n Indian-flagged

merchant  vessel
sank off the coast
of Yemen on Tuesday, the
External Affairs Ministry
said. All 4 crew members,
including 13 Indians, were
rescued.

Union Shipping Minister
Sarbananda Sonowal said
the vessel was hit by a pro-
jectile near Yemeni waters,
causing the vessel to cap-
size and sink.

Fagfe Noore Oliya that sank
fthe Red Sea, off the coast
f Yemen on August 4." the
Ministry said.

“Our Embassy in Rivadh
is closely monitoring the
situation and proactively
coordinating with the Ye-
meni authorities for the sa-
fety and security of the
crew,” it added.

The Ministry thanked
the Yemeni authorities for
their support in rescuing

The safety of our

people Is our supreme
priority: [am relieved to inform
that all 4 seafarers (including
13 Indlians) have been safely
rescued by the Yemeni Coast
Guard and brought to the

port of Mokha

SARBANANDA SONOWAL
Umion Shipping Minister

External Aflairs
inistry thanked the
‘emeni authorities
for their support in

rescuing the sailors

he Indians, “The continu-
ng incidents of attacks on
commercial shipping in
the region are deeply wor-
risome,” it said.

“The targeting of com-
mercial shipping in the re-
gon must end, and free
and unimpeded navigation
and commerce through
the international water-
ways in the region, in keep-
ing with international law,
must be restored at the ear
liest,” the Ministry said in a
statement.

In a social media post,
Mr. Sonowal said India
strongly condemned the
“unprovoked attack™ on
the ship.

“The salety of our peo-
ple is our supreme priori-
ty; 1 am relieved to inform
that ALL 14 seafarers (in-
cluding 13 Indians) have
been salely rescued by the
Yemeni Coast Guard and
brought to the Port of Mok-
ha,” he added.

Mr. Sonowal said he had
instructed the Director
General Maritime Adminis-
tration (DGMA) to take im-
mediate steps in coordina-
ton with all agencies 1o
ensure the security of In-
dian seafarers in the region
and provide all necessary
assistance to rescued crew.
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Introducing the hexavalent (six-in-one) vaccine
into India’s Universal Immunisation Programme
could improve the efficiency of childhood
immunisation programme, according to a study
conducted by the Union Health Ministry along
with the George Institute for Global Health India;
the Gates Foundation; Gavi, the Vaccine Alliance;
and John Snow India Private Limited. A
hexavalent vaccine is a combination that protects
infants against diphtheria, tetanus, pertussis
(whooping cough), Hepatitis B, polio, and
Haemophilus influenzae type b (Hib) in a single
injection. It eases the workload of frontline
health workers, lowers cold-chain requirements,
and saves caregivers’ time.
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SpaceX rocket stage hurtles toward
moon, astronomers hot on its trail
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NATO enters a new strategic era of transformation

or the first time since the creation of the

North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO)

in 1949, Washington is asking Europe not
merely to spend more on defence but also to
assume primary responsibility for its own
security. This marks a fundamental shift in the
transatlantic compact and signals the emergence
of a new phase in the Alliance’s evolution. The
question is no longer whether NATO will endure,
but how it is adapting to a changing strategic
landscape.

America’s shift
The National Security Strategy of the United
States of America (November 2025) maintained
NATO as America's principal transatlantic alliance
while signalling a significant shift in Washington's
expectations of European allies, particularly
burden-sharing and collective defence
responsibilities. It argued that the era of the US.
serving as Europe’s primary security guarantor
was drawing to a close and that prosperous
European allies must shoulder greater
responsibility for defending their own continent.
While endorsing NATO's commitment to increase
defence spending to 5% of GDP as the new
benchmark for burden sharing, the strategy
envisaged the US. remaining the Alliance’s
strategic enabler, nuclear guarantor and political
convener rather than its sole military backbone.
The objective is a stronger, more self reliant
Europe that allows Washington to devote greater
strategic attention to the Indo-Pacific.

This rebalancing is already evident. Following
Russia’s invasion of Ukraine in 2022, US. wroop
strength in Europe rose to around 1,00,000
personnel. Since then, Washingron has gradually
reversed that surge. During 2025-26, it withdrew
around 5,000 troops from Germany, cancelled
the planned deployment of 4,000 troops to
Poland, and reduced Brigade Combat Teams in
Europe from four to three, bringing the U.S.
military presence in Europe down to
approximately 75,000-80,000 troops — close to
pre-Ukraine war levels, The 36th NATO Summit in
Ankara in July 2026 reinforced this transition.
While reaffirming the Alliance’s commitment to
Article 5, members pledged €70 billion in military
assistance for Ukraine in 2026, committed to
sustaining comparable support in 2027, endorsed

European-led development of long range
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precision strike capabilities and accelerated
efforts 1o strengthen NATO's defence industrial
base. The underlying message was unmistakable:
Europe must assume greater responsibility for its
conventional defence as the ULS. increasingly
prioritises the Indo-Pacific.

Lord Ismay, NATO'S first Secretary General,
famously described the Alliance’s original
purpose as “to keep the Russians out, the
Americans in, and the Germans down®, While
that dictum caprured the strategic logic of the
Cold War, NATO today has entered a distinctly
differemt phase that may be summed up as
Europe prepared.

NATO'’s evolution over time

The Alliance’s evolution can be viewed in three
phases. NATO LO (1949-1991) redied
overwhelmingly on American military and
nuclear power 1o deter Soviet aggression and
preserve transatlantic unity. NATO 2.0 (1991-2022)
followed the collapse of the Soviet Union,
expanding eastwards, incorporating former
Warsaw Pact members and undertaking
operations in the Balkans and Afghanistan. Yert,
this period also witnessed declining European
defence expenditure and growing dependence on
the U.S. for intelligence, logistics, strategic
mobility and high-end military capabilities,
contentious issue.

The Russian invasion of Ukraine has ushered in
NATO's third phase, a more balanced
transatbantic partnership in which Europe
assumes primary responsibility for conventional
dedence while the US. continues to provide
strategic enablers such as nuclear deterrence,
intelligence, long-range precision strike
capabilities and global power projection. This is
bess a story of American disengagement than one
of strategic redistribution.

The scale of Europe's response was evident at
the 2025 Hague Summit, where NATO members
committed to increasing core defence spending
to at least 3.5 % of GDP by 2035, with progress to
be reviewed in 2029. Germany has doubled
defence expenditure since 2023 and aims to
reach the same target by 2029 while rebullding
military capability to deter Russia. Moscow,
meanwhile, has reorganised its western military

posture with new headquarters, formations and
bases facing NATO,

The more difficult challenge, however, is not
spending but replacing the American military
ecosystem. Even as European armies become
stronger, they continue to depend heavily on the
U.S. for inelligence, surveillance, satellite
support, command and control systems, strategic
capabilities and, above all, the nuclear umbrella,
Washington's reduction of rapid reaction assets,
including bombers, fighter aircraft, air-refuelling
tankers, warships, aircraft carriers and atack
submarines, together with the deferred
deployment of Tomahawk cruise missiles to
Germany, illustrates the extent of that
dependence. Europe’s central dilemma is
therefore not simply building larger armed forces
but developing the integrated capabilities that
have long underpinned NATO's effectiveness. As
Poland’s Foreign Minister recently observed,
Europe does not need to match American
military power; it smply needs to be stronger
than Russia.

New Delhi and the rebalance
For India, NATO'S transformation is less about
Europe than about the redistribution of American
strategic atrention. A Europe capable of assuming
greater responsibility for its own security would
enable Washington to devote more diplomatic
attention, military resources and strategic
investments to the Indo-Pacific, reinforcing the
regional balance amid China's growing
assertiveness. At the same time, a more capable
Europe could emerge as an important partner for
India in defence manulacturing, advanced
technologies, artificial intelligence, cybersecurity,
semiconductors and space,
New Delhi should therefore view these

changes through the prism of strategic

y rather than alllance politics. Closer
cooperation with both the US. and Europe can
complement, not compromise, India's
long-standing commitment to strategic autonomy.
If navigated prudently, NATO'S new strategic
maodel can expand India’s defence industrial
parmerships, accelerate technological
modernisation and strengthen its position as a
leading power in an increasingly multipolar
workd,




Lo N

* BT 8 H NATO & Zie (Structure) ¥ &7 agelTd g0 &, dl @il
qzaqﬁqﬁaﬁq NATO Command Structure ¥ 29T <kt

JftreRt g © Hafad 2 ( 0S8 A

ETTeTaT T2t (2026)

*  NATO A Hael foran 2 o 3ae 8= Fris e § aurdta wgait Son
i srferes e siftr & smofr

THE TREd

* Joint Force Co Norfolk (32aifesh A 30T & ﬁ@
FHTS), S Aqcd | 91, el FAT3eE fehrew (UK) & Adcd
o gl

* Joint Force Command Naples (E'f\&Wﬁ?JiFT FN ‘-EIYHFFT&!I &33[), Sl
B U % ~qcd H T, 37 FEAT o ~Aqcd H Bl

* Joint Force Command Brunssum T qcd STHAT 3R 9T S £2
HTER T 4|

THhHT TIOTTH

* 3" NATO % 8+l 4@ Joint Force Commands ZUS 2911 & Jdcd |
BT, STalfeh STHIEH %8 310 Heca Ul HHISH T Aqcd ST TE|

T WEcAYUT HeTcHeh (TehTd

1. qcf:ﬁ T (Eastern Flank) G} AAdd AT

*  BE-Loh T % A€ NATO T AU qaii Hm1 o sigaegi
battlegroups =l §&AT AGTE| e Tl A1 T 9 battlegroups dHTd
&, for foace oft fere 2

2. 9% Surveillance System
* NATOF AWACS & 9= & foseq & ®9 1 Alliance
Federated Surveillance and Control (AFSC) Wag-:é’rﬁ:{

ot worredt faenftra & <t foem o shew semn 2, fSra siafie,

A, E9z 3R g et et = strer s



LN

o IR el T E FOrT 390 E

*  ®H Y FGd gL @Al
¢ Hﬁﬂﬁmm (Strategic Autonomy) @Itél-\{ hl J4TH|

* NATO # "Burden Sharing" @I

WA & feo ngea

a1 foreraTeat stferen Grerm s o6 | o @1 o

Aok Hffetd s

U F YA HEAT H uftada Afaes wfts e 1 afaa w2
*  EH-TohA HEY HN JUITT GLAT TTELT T FHHT THTE TS
*  NATO I =1 &quar 3R sei-tfafhes &= & gfd et wiHifd 9t ff 767 g9 21




o\

dq

Transport, pharma and biotech become India’s biggest research investors

Jacob P. Koshy
NEW DELHI

India’s private-sector re
search effort is now being
driven overwhelmingly by
the transportation, phar-
maceutical, biotechnology
and information technolo-
gy (IT) industries, with
transport companies
emerging as the country’s
largest corporate R&D in-
vestors, according to the
Department of Science and
Technology's (DST) Re
search and Development
Statistics 2025-26.

The report also shows
that industry now employs
more researchers than the
public sector in core R&D

activities, underscoring a
broader shift in the coun-
try's innovation landscape.

The report follows a dis-
closure by the DST in the
Lok Sabha last week that
showed India’s spending
on research and develop-
ment (R&D) surged to
0.83% of GDP in 2021-22,
the first time that the coun-
try crossed the 0.8%
threshold since 2009-10.

The report estimates
that India's R&D expendi-
ture will approach 0.9% of
GDP in 2025-26.

The hgures also reveal a
structural shift in India's
innovation landscape:
private industry accounted
for 45.5% of national R&D

spending in 2021-22, rising
further to 51.8% in 2023-
24, the first time business-
¢s have contributed more
to India’s research efiort
than all levels of govern-
ment combined.
Transportation compa-
nies spent 339,137 crore on
R&D in 2023-24, making
them the single largest in-
dustrial R&D contributor,
followed by drugs and
pharmaceuticals (25,847
crore), biotechnology
(110,321 crore), IT (V9,587
crore) and electrical and
electronics (36,779 crore),
Together, these sectors
accounted for the bulk of
private industrial research

expenditure,

Transportation companies
spent 339 137 crove on RAD
In 2023-24

The latest figures repre
sent a marked departure
from the pattern seen in
the last publicly available
DST statistical compendi-
um released in 2020,
which contained data up to

2018-19. At that time, phar-
ma and transportation
were already among the
country's leading indus-
trial research sectors, but
transportation R&D  was
only about 4,000 crore
while biotechnology and
IT accounted for a much
smaller share of industrial
research spending.

Since then, the tran-
sport-sector R&D has al-
most tripled, biotechnolo-
gy has emerged as one of
India’s largest research-in-
tensive industries, and IT
has joined the country's
leading corporate R&D
spenders.

An official, who de-
clined 1o be identified but

familiar with the data com-
pendium, attributed the
sharp rise in private sector
spending to “post COVID"

The “realisation” that
investments in R&D were
“critical” to companies’ fu-
ture prompted greater in-
vestments, he told The
Hindu. Though nearly
8,000-0dd companies
populated the DST data-
base, 90% of the R&D in-
vestments came from 500-
odd companies.

He underlined that the
DST had not made any
methodological changes to
how it sourced this data
from industries, which is
done through self-reported
questionnaires, Stricter re-

quirements by RBI on tran-
sparently disclosing R&D
spends may also have
played a role, he added.
The expansion in spend-
ing has been accompanied
by a shift in India’s re
search workforce. The lat-
est survey estimates that
private industry employed
more full-time equivalent
(FTE) R&D personnel than
government institutions in
2023-24, with business en-
terprises accounting for
the largest pool of re
searchers and technical
staff engaged in core re
search activities. In con
trast, the 2020 edition of
the report, based on 2017
I8 data, showed govern-

ment institutions, includ-
ing central agencies, state
organisations and higher
educational institutions, as
the dominant employers of
India’s R&D workforce,

The report attributes
the increase in private re-
search primarily to busi-
ness  enterprises rather
than private universities or
research organisations.

Of the ¥1.27 lakh crore
spent by the private sector
in 2023-24, private indus-
try accounted for TL11 lakh
crore, while Scientific and
Industrial Research Organ-
isations contributed 27,798
crore and private higher
educational  institutions
19,164 crore,




Research & Development (R&D) Statistics 24

Lo N

el
[ —
- A

R&D Statistics at a Glance. 202
i1 fearfq sqrdt 21

1. R&D T A &1 =99 (GERD)
"I T Gross Expenditure on Research & Development (GERD)
GDP T TTHT 0.64-0.66% T &3 2
e faerfea it ol qoT | hihl 4 2

* IS, feA0T RIFET: 4-5% & fer

o T T 2.5%+

*  YId: HIT 0.64-0.66%

2. R&D iST H TR AR AT & &hr qinent

faie = AgEm:
T 100 & R&D 99 H:

* WEHEREATEE A/
o Aot S EITT RS AT R
TEH IdT FeldT & foh 9Rd § R&D farmdior § fsfi & it wnfier sie @ 8

M

. GERD # afig g
WRd T GERD fuaet a9 § 3 4 31feres a1qr 2

. R&D =09 & Tq@ &
WA H R&D fAae1 q&aa::

¢ FET WEHR
*  TSY OEHN
o I=o fITeT HEIH
o Hrdsiie &7 ITHA (PSUS)
o fasft 3Em
o g o SITaT 2

3
evelopment) ¢ 2010-11 9 ATHT %60,197 HUS 2020-21 H¥1.27 ARG S °
33ferah =1 T
4

5. gt shi WRTEHT

o ITEY afEsETeT | ufgerstt fi wriiert emar ag @ @

o qfge dgrfeni #it @& | afg yid & R&D aritfeafaedt @ % foo
HFRIHF Hohd 2l



LN

dq

FSSAI bang_‘_l_(!ﬂ%Q pure’ Dabur
products, firm’s share falls 4%

Labels such as 100% pure, natural, organic and tender” are in contravention of food safety
regulations, as they are ambiguous, unverifiable and likely to mislead consumers, sayvs regulator

The Hindu Burean

MUMBAI

n a major clamp down
on companies making
false and misleading
claims, the Food Safety
and Standards Authority of
India (FSSAD has issued an
order directing FMOG ma-
jor Dabur India Ltd. to
withdraw products carry-

ing ‘misleading 100%
claims’,
The regulator issued

notice to the company to
withdraw such products
from the market with im-
mediate effect and report
the action taken, in 15 days.

The order is against the
company's food products
which include honey, ap-
ple cider vinegar, virgin co-
conut oil, sesame oil, cow
ghee, coconut water, and
coconut milk,

Stating that several cri-
cal non-compliances had
been observed, FSSAI said,
“Food products being sold
on the company's website
were found carrying mis-
leading “100%" claims
such as "100% Natural®,
“100% Pure”, “100% Pury-
tv Guaranteed”, “100% Or-
ganic” and “100%
Tender”.

“The use of the 100%
clalms are in contravention

apple oder vinegar, virgin coconut o, and cow ghee. FLE PHOTO

of the FSS (Advertising &
Claims) Regulations, 2048,
as they are ambiguous, un-
verifiable and likely to mis-
lead consumers,” the regu-
lator said on X.

It said Dabur Himalayvan
Organic Apple Cider Vine-
gar and Dabur Organic Ho-
ney were found displaying
the Jaivik Bharat Logo
without valid FSSAl organ-
ic endorsement, in contra-
vention of the FSS (Organic
Foods) Regulati

“Dabur Hommade Co-
conut Milk was marketed
with the claim “100% Puri-
ty"”. Such a claim is not per-
missible for compound
foods under the FSS (Ad-
vertising & Claims) Reguka-
tions, 2018, FSSAI said.

Despite an earfier notice
directing discontinuation
of misleading “100%"

claims, no satisfactory cor-
rective action was taken by
the company, the FSSAl
stated. The regulator di-
rected Dabur India o im-
mediately halt sale of the
food products identified in
the notice and all other
food products carrving
misleading “100%" claims,
and to submit an action ta-
ken report (ATR) within 15
days.

Following reports of the
action, the company’s
shares fell by about 4% to
$408.25 on the BSE. In a hi
ing with stock exchanges,
Dabur India said, “The
company believes that the
declaration on our product
labels comply with the pre-
vailing legal and regulatory
framework and are consis-
tent with long-standing in-
dustry practices.” “Dabur

stands by the purity and
quality of s products and
has never made any mis-
leading claims,”™ it stated.
The company said it was
exploring options in rela-
tion to the prohibitory or-
der. “However, as a good
corporate citizen, Dabur
had already initiated tran-
sitioning of the product la-
bels as mentioned in the
FSSAI letter to new labels/
advertisements  without
the 100% claim,” it said,

“‘In transition’
“Most product labels/ad-
vertisements/website  as
mentioned in aforesaid or-
der, have either already
transitioned or are in the
process of transition. The
company is responding ac-
cordingly to FSSAI and will
continue 10 engage Con-
structively with them to re-
solve the matter,” it added.
“We reiterate that Dabur
stands by the purity and
highest standards of quali-
ty of its products and does
not make any misleading
claims,” it emphasised.
The company said the
order would have limited
impact on its business op-
erations, financial position
or performance and be
confined to the food pro-
ducts under objection.

-
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World’s smallest island nation revises its name to shed colonial vestiges

NEWS ANALYSES

Vighnesh P. Venkitesh

The smallest island nation
in the world has adopted a
more indigenous version
of its name as part of its ef-
forts to move away from its
colonial past as well as pre-
serve a language deemed
endangered. The move to
rename the Republic of
Nauru as the Republic of
Naoero, to be pronounced
as now-ero, Is the begin-
ning of a new national
pride, the government of
the island nation has said.
The decision is about
“identity, heritage, and
preserving the legacy of
our ancestors and streng:-
thening the future of our
children”, its President Da-
vid Adeang had said of the

revised name. The revision
will apply to its citizens,
who will now be addressed
as dei-Naoero instead of
Nauruan, the government
said, adding that it has for-
mally notified other coun-
tries and international or-
ganisations of the name
revision.

Contention over name
The government of the is-
land nation, explaining the
need for the change after a
Bill to the effect was tabled
in the country's Parliament
in January, said ‘Nauru’
emerged as a convenience
and not a choice since fo-
reign tongues could not
pronounce ‘Naoero'
properly.

The tiny island in the
Pacific Ocean, to the north-
east of Australia, has had

several foreign powers rule

over it in the last two cen-
turies. Introduced to the
western world by British
sallor John Fearn in 1798,
who named it Pleasant Is-
land, it was annexed by
Germany in 1888. The
name ‘Nauru’ entered ofh-
cial records during the Ger-
man rule.

Amid the First World
War, Australia took control
of the island, which was la-
ter acknowledged by the
League of Nations follow-
ing the end of the war in
1919, but given joint res-
ponsibility for governance
with Britain and New Zea-
land. The island came un-
der Japanese occupation
during the Second World
War and ended up under
the control of UN trustee-
ship under Australia, Bri-
tain, and New Zealand.

The Island became inde-
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Naoero, the tiny island in the Pacific Ocean with a population of just
12,000, faces climate change-related consequences. Afp

pendent in 1968, However,
its name remained Nauru
as entered into record by
the German colonialists.
While the government had
announced a referendum
on the name revision be-
fore its adoption, it said
last week that it was not
taking a new name In
Naoero to seek acceptance

from the people, but it ks al-
ready the identity of the
people and spoken in the
Comumunity.

Inspiration for revision

It is not new for the names
of places to change. Sever-
al factors, including politi-
cal reasons, could push a
state or administration to

update place names,

India has seen several
instances of places having
thelr names revised to re-
flect local tongue and rew-
rite the spelling laid down
by the British for ease: Ban-
galore became Bengaluru,
Trivandrum became Thi-
ruvananthapuram and Cal-
icut became Kozhikode.
But an entire nation revis-
Ing its name vears after be-
ing independent is rare,
but not new.

While tabling the Bill for
the name revision, the go-
vernment of Naoero took
note of recent cases of
countries changing or re-
vising their names, to re-
flect their culture and cut
ties to colonial pasts, It
named Eswatini, which
changed its name from
Swazland in 2018, Turki-
ye, revised from Turkey in

2022, and the micronesian
state Chuuk, which had
adopted the name from
Truk in 1990.

Assertion of sovereignty
For countries that have
had long history of colonial
rule, where administration
usually follows from what
was left behind by the im-
perialists, adopting indige-
nous terms are both an as-
surance of its
self-sustainability and so-
vereignty. For small na-
tons like Naocero, which
has a population close to
just 12,000, de-colonialisa-
tion is a matter of identity.

UNESCO ofhcially classi-
fies the country's language
- dorerin Naoero - as “se-
verely endangered”, and
moving away from colonial
symbol Is key to preserve
the language along with a

rich custom accompanying
it. The nation, which is re-
portedly being used by
Australia as a detention
centre for asylum seekers,
is reeling under several ex-
istential challenges includ-
ing from climate change.
Being a tiny island, it is
bracing for the impact of
rising sea levels set off by
actions of large industrial
economies. And while be-
ing a sovereign nation, it
still comes under a lot of
influence from Australia
and also China which is
seeking to strengthen its
hold in the Pacific region.
Caught between conse-
quences of climate change
and influence spheres of
large economies, the is
land nation needs to be
sure of its identity and the
revision will reaffirm the
dei-Naoero identity.
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