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GeM: Government e-Marketplace @
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v-m ‘
73% of active
75 Lakhe sellers are MSES
Orders
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Govt. agrees to debate
students’ protests; not —
enough, says Congress

215 THAT— 20

T YouTube Howmework
e Pk - 9 TE Ll

NEW DELHI ROVCTTICn i/
. is readhy or a Fulk-
s . W oo, o BN
Sy s g a5 2 64 5 & H=afiq a2 Zd
s e o I 6 OTE — ~Jra¥ S 4

Homne Minister Amit Shah
se1 10 reply 1o the debate.

However, the Opposi-
thon refused o redemt, -
sistimg that Mr. Shah darify
who ordered the use of pel-
let guns on the students in
Dedhi.

The Oppasition also n
sisted that the Centre agree
1o & discussion and isswe a
statement om the alleged
theft of donations at the
Kam Tempile in Ayodina.

The Centres offer wo
break the deadiock n the
Lok Sabha came af 2 meet-
ing of the Business Adviso-
ry Committee (BAC) in the
afternoon

“We have made it chear
to the BAC of the Lok Sab-
ha that the government s
ready for a full fedged dis
cussion on the student and
youth aghtatons that have
been going on in differemt
parts of the coumtry as well
as police action. The Home
Minister will give a poim-
by-poimt reply 10 the de-
bate on behalf of the go-
vernment,” Parfumentary
Affairs Mirgster Kiren Rijiju
sanicl.

Leaders of the Opposi
thom im the Lok Sabba and
Kajya Sabha, Rahul Gandhi
and Mallikarpan Kharge, o
A press comlerence, de
manded accountability ov
er the use of pellet guns, an
apology from Prime Minis
ter Narendra Modi for the
police action and a state
ment on the alleged theft
of offerings o the Ram
Tempie in Ayodhya

They claimed that neith-
er had the “courage w0
come to the House for the
past 15 days for what they

KEREN Ry
Parbamerea
Afaar

Merbder

have done w0 the
studhents ™

Me. Rijiju said the Oppor-
sithon wostkd have 1o assure
the govermment that it
woulkd listen 1o the Home
Minister's reply peacefully
“We have ghven our ofer
and the Opposition now
has o give the assurance
that it will peacefully Bsten
10 the reply of the Home
Minister. Sloganeering will
not be acceptable. If they
want a detute, there has to
be proper decorum.” he
said, adding, “The govern-
Ment  Dever rums  away
from any ssue or any de
bate, noe will it run away in
future”™. He also repeated
the government's posation
on the floor of the House,

Hunng back at the Un
on goversment, Mr. Gand
hi asserved that the gues
tion was never about
Unlon Hosse Mintsser Amit
Shah giving “a speech on
peneral togics™ bun always
abosnt who authorised “the
shooting of our youngsters
in Delly™,

“He [Mr. Shah) is Home
Minister. Pellet puns were
fired, students were beaten
with “lathis’ with nails on
them. The question was if
Mr. Amit Shah should
come clhean: did he order it
or i he not? If he ordered
1, he is paiiy of petting osr
children shot, And If he
didet know abosst it hap-
pening, he i mcompetent
Elther way, he should go.”
Mr. Gandhi said.
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Monsoon Session 2026 11 3TTEA @k KT 12 7T Bills introduce §'({%
*  IIHIATA: 20 SIS 2026 S Lyan®
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S A 1o 4 | Mo Tl s
® 2026 = | d
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. ' . P d . - wa - =
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L~ ublic Examinations (Prevention of Linfair Means) e e
27 FATE S 3 gedt & uifa
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Aribunals Reforms Bill, 2026 10 3T | Fad ATHRTHT g
i d Mi Is (Devel t and Regulati .
Mines an inerals (_ evelopment and Regulation) 10 ¥ of
Amendment Bill, 2026
National Co-operative Development Corporation . ,
i0 perative Developme orporatio 10 . :

(Amendment) Bill, 2026 B
Kerala (Alteration of Name) Bill, 2026 10 3T RIEG|
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I & e when the
Al 5. looks all et 10
emact begislation 1o

impose a tarl of up w0
HO0% on India for its Rus-

séan oil imports, an analy-
sis of the Etest data shows

Russda's share in India’s ol
FLULELS

Russia’s share in ——=% -

ey o . mﬂ:m: Act
oil imports jumps ===
to 48% in June

buy Russian ofl and gas,
and that were the Lrgest
purchasers of these pro-
duces from Russia over the
previous vear. India quall
fees for tariffs under these
criteria. The Bl still re
quires 10 be passed by the
U.S. House of Representa-
tives before it becomes Law.

An analysis by The Hin
dw of the latest data from
the Ministry of Commerce
and Industry shows that
Iindia significantly lowered
its total crude oil mports
m Juse 2006 In terms of
volume, June crude oll im
ports at 18,2 million metric
tonmes (MMT) were down
6. 5% compared with May

NEW DELHI
At a time when the U.S. looks

to impose a tariff of up to

100% on India for Russian oil
imports, data shows Russia’s 6.5% compared with My
:lun-mhux-hsn.ru.

share in India’s oil imports rose _iweer  des
to an all-time high of 48% in

June. » PAGE 12

port bill, while 22% lower
in Jane 20006 than in May,
was still 40°% higher than
in june of kst year

While India drastically

War relations

fach time 2 receet war han spdued od proes, Ingha haw tumed o Bunsa
Russia’s share in ndha 'y ool imganrt Bill LN
». (PP} LA P WP
MJ) h““'w‘
Muiso ptlach rony

AT &y
Lrgwre

ot down on overall ol
ports, #ts purchases from
Russia bucked this trend
That &, India mported 8.7
MMT of Russssan ol in June
2006, just IS lower than n
May, and 25% higher than
in Jusse of kst vear

As a result of this strae
£y, Rusasa's share in India's
crude oll mports jJumped
1o 45% in terms of quantey
and 45.6% in serms of the
valee. Russia's share has
been rising corsastently ev-
ery month since March
and the owtbreak of the
war in West Asla

According o the US.
Bill, the tarifs would apply
on a country that was
among the five largest im
porters of crude o or nat
ural gas from Russia during
the 12 months preceding
the date of the enactment
of the Act, and that then
comtimues 1o import ol or
gas from Russia alver 30
danys of the enactment

China and India are the
top two mmporters of Rus-
sian ofl and India’s risimg
dependence on Russan od
shows it cannot guickly cut
back on this source & a
time when  supples
through the Strait of Hor-
muz are still constrammed.

The premium  Russsia
has charged India for ies ol
has been steadily declin
. data shows, from $77.7
per tonne in Apedl 2006 to
$H0.6 per tonne in June
Russia had been providing
India a discount umtil as re
cently as Febwruary 2006,

Sanctions exposure

The Bill also specifies that
tardffs could be imposed on
countries that have helped
Russia evade sanctions.
The Minsstry of Petroleum
and Natural Gas (MoPNG)
told The Himdu that India
has specihcally taken mea
sures 00 pre-empt  amy
SANCTHOMS exposure,

imports jumps to 48% in June

The US Senate has passed a bill that will see tarifls of up 1o 100% being levied on top 5 countrices
importing Russian oil and gasc the Bl now awaits passage in the House of Representatives

"I |sanctions exposune)
was pre-empied through
ship-t0-ship transfer opera-
thons | insernational wa-
ters via the Red Sea route
through Yanbu and Pujai-
rah precisely so that a sn-
e choke polet, or a simgle
sanctions regime, could
not balke India-bound car
20" MoPNG sad im a clanil-
icatory note it had sent The
i in Late pulv.

It B unclear as of now
whether India's  actions
would entadl heldping Rous-
sia evade sanctons.

Apart fromn Russia, the
United Arab Emirastes
(UAE) o0 saw ies share iIn
India’s oll imports rise o
hestoric  highs India
sourced 17.5% of s ol -
ports by volume from the
UAE in June 2006 and 18%
by value, the highest shase
for both so Gar

Taken together, this
meeans that Russia and the
UAE sogether accoumted
for pearly two-thinds of In-
dia’s oll imports In June
2006, the highest-ever
combined share enjoyed
by any two countries. The
MOPNG, however, saad tha
such concentration was
not 2 master of concern g
ven Indian oll marketing
companses stand ready to
diversify quickly

“Indan refineries had
spent a decade acguiring
the logsstical flexibilny o
switch between corude
grades anx shipping routes
the momemt disnapton
struck, which is the defini
thon of a diversihcation
strategy, not its absence "
the note sakd

YouTube Homework
> Gee - gl Lot O
> NATO = 4 - &7~

> Islamic NATO




WA o crude oil ﬁ@‘ﬁ'ﬁ) import JHY gid &:

o TH — VT F G 5T crude oil supplier e~ ?ob
L=
\e__—FHal 3T

"_VAE
_USA
«_Fad

— T
mﬁ%

TR &F T TA4T dcT 1 @aar 22

* 2022 % ¥1¢ ®9 T gt gfdeiet & T Russian crude T
discount AT YA refineries 7 SHeHT BIIET I3 € H
imports Tl FTTY



Lo N

State song must be
sung first, says T.N.
Assembly resolution

The Hindu Bureau

CHENNAI

The Tamil Nadu Assembly
on Monday unanimously
adopted a resolution to
make it mandatory to ren-
der the State song, Tamil
Thai Vazhthu, before the
commencement of pro-
grammes at all educational
institutions, universities,
government offices, public
sector undertakings, and
other public institutions.

The government resolu-
tion, moved by Chief Minis-
ter C. Joseph Vijay, said Ta-
mil Thai Vazhthu was an
expression of respect for
the Tamil language and
culture, It sakd the decision
was in accordance with the
linguistic and culwral
rights guaranteed by the
Constitution of India and
aimed at preserving the
cultural identity of Tamil
Nadu. “Tamil is not just a
language, but our life and
emotion,” it said.

Tamil was “one of the
world's anclemt classical
languages™ and Tamil civil-
isation represented one of
the oldest cultural tradi-
tions in the world, it sakd.

Recalling the history of
Tamil Thai Vazhthu, taken
from Manonmaniam writ-
ten by Manonmaniam Sun-
daranar in 1891, the resolu

C. Joseph Vijay -

tion said the governmen
order stipulating that it
sung first at government
functions came into effect
on November 23, 1970. The
previous Dravida Munne-
tra Kazhagam (DMK) go-
vernment issued an order
on December 12, 2021, ac-
cording recognition to it as
the State song.

Later, in a soclal media
message, Mr. Vijay de
scribed the resolution as
“historic” and thanked all
political parties for sup-
porting it. “Tamil is not
just a language. It is a
thought, culture, civilisa-
tion, and our life; Tamil is
our soul and our emotion,”
he said, adding that the
day on which the resolu-
tion was adopted would fo-
rever be remembered in
the history of Tamil Nadu.

The DMK, however, de-
manded a special law to
give Jegal status to the reso-
lution.

dq

YouTube Homework
> Internal Politics Of T.N.
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Karnataka has 6,805 charging stations for
EVs, second-highest in country: govt. data

aal
BENGALURU

Karnataka has emerged as
one of India’'s leading
States in electric vehicle
(EV) charging infrastruc-
ture, with 6,805 electric
vehicle charging stations
(EVCS) installed as of July
29 this year, according to
data by theAligistry
Heavy Industries.
e data, releaSed in
response to an unstarred

question on August 7 in the R OTTiT

Rajya Sabha, show that charging stapé ed
Karnataka has the second- across Inéfa.

highest number of ¢ in- Kagriataka's charging in-

Structure is also sub-
stantially higher than that
of southern States. Tamil
Nadu has 3,839 charging
stations, Telangana 3,739
and Kerala 3,399. Andhra

stalled EV charging Na-
tions in the country, margP
nally behind Maharashtra,
which has 6,985 stations.
Karnataka's tally is 180 sta-
tions lower than Maharash-

ataka's success in the sector
165, SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

desh has 1,976 stations
and Goa 314. At the nation-
al level, Uttar Pradesh has
4493 charging stations
and Rajasthan 2,827. The
reply shows wide variation
among States, with several
northeastern and smaller
Union Territories having
fewer than 100 stations.
However, the Ministry

clarified that centralised
data on the number of fast-
and slow-charging stations
are not maintained.

Meanwhile, experts at-
tribute Kamataka's success
in EV infrastructure to the
State’s early and proactive
policy decisions, particu-
larly its 2017 EV policy.
“The extensive network of
charging stations in Benga-
luru demonstrates how in-
frastructure can help build
consumer confidence. Ho-
wever, the focus must now
shift towards improving in-
teroperability, standardis-
ing charging tariffs and
providing real-time infor-
mation on charger availa-
bility to enhance the over-
all user experience,” said
transport expert M.N.
Srihari.
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Tribunals Reforms Bill ~~
ddininLS

e appointments to various national tribunals was deared without a
will bring uniformity to selection process and improve transparency

debate: Law Minister s

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

he Lok Sabha on
TMunday passed a

Bill to establish a
National Tribunals Com-
mission to oversee the ap-
pointment of chairpersons
and members of various
tribunals, without a debate
amid persistent Oppaosition
protests demanding the
presence of Union Home
Minister Amit Shah.

The Opposition has
been demanding that Mr.
Shah make a statement on
the police crackdown on

passed

Bill to set up a panel to ove

dq

No discussion: Proceedings in the Lok Sabha during the Monsoon
Sesson of Parliament, in New Delhi on Monday. AN

forms Act, 2021

students during the July 20 *=<tdre-psapascd commis-

protest in New Delhi
against paper leaks.

Tribun
' , Introduced by __
mon Law Minister Arjun

FerRtenhwal-was passed
by voice vote after Opposi-
tion members, who had gi-
ven notices opposing its in-
troduction, chose not to
speak amid the din.

Once passed by both
Houses, the new law will
repeal the Tribunals Re-

sion, to be headquartered
in New Delhi, will com-
prise a chairperson and
four members — two judi-
cial and two technical
members. A retired Su-
preme Court judge or a re-
tired Chief Justice of a High
Court will be eligible to
head the commission,
Speaking on the Bill, Mr.
Meghwal said it sought to
bring uniformity to the
process of selection and

appointment of tribunal
members and would im-
prove efficiency, transpa-
rency and independence,

He said the legislation
did not alter the jurisdic-
tion of any tribunal. The
Minister described the
measure as part of the go-
vernment's “reform
express”.

The Bill comes against
the backdrop of the Su-
preme Court’s intervention
in the functioning of
tribunals,

The court had struck
down provisions of the Tri-
bunals Reforms Act, 2021,
holding that some of them
were contrary to the prin-
ciples of separation of pow-
ers and judicial indepen-
dence and inconsistent
with earlier judgments lay-
ing down standards for the
appointment, tenure and
functioning of tribunal
members.

SC’s direction

The court had also direct-
ed the establishment of an
independent National Tri-
bunals Commission with
professional  expertise,
transparent selection pro-
cedures and an oversight
mechanism for
appointments,

The proposed legisla-
tion provides for the quali-
fications, selection and ap-
pointment of tribunal
chairpersons and mem-
bers, besides prescribing
their salaries, allowances,
tenure, resignation, remo-
val and other service con-
ditions.
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Congress slams new rural jobs law
amid fall in employment generation

The Hindu Bureau

NEW DELHI

The Congress on Monday
criticised the Centre over a
sharp decline in employ-
ment generation under the
Viksit Bharat Guarantee for
Rozgar and Ajeevika Mis-
sion (Gramin), which re-
placed the United Progres-
sive Alliance (UPA)-era
Mahatma Gandhi National
Rural Employment Gua-
rantee Act (MGNREGA),
and said the new law
should be renamed “roz-
gar chori” (employment
theft).

Data from the Union Ru-
ral Development Ministry
show that the number of
person-days generated un-
der the scheme during its
first implementing month
of July 2026 was 49.94%
lower than the number
generated under the
MGNREGA in the corres-
ponding month of the pre-
vious year.

A person-day is a unit
that measures the amount
of work done by one per-

Under the Modi

government,

the MGNREGA was scrapped,
stripping millions of families of
their ‘right to work’, and in its
place, VB-G RAM G was imposed,
which wiped out the employment

ol 50% of labourers

MALLIKARJUN KHARGE
Congress president

son in a working day.
Congress president Mal-
likarjun Kharge, in a post
on social media platform
X, said the Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) had wielded
the “lathi” not only against
the youth but also against
the country's labourers.
“Under the Modi go-
vernment, the MGNREGA
was scrapped, stripping
millions of families of their
‘right to work’, and in its
place, VB-G RAM G was im-
posed, which wiped out
the employment of 50% of
labourers. Has the pay-
ment of 17,144 crore in
pending MGNREGA funds

been made to the States?”
Mr. Kharge said in an on-
line post in Hindi.

On drought assistance

Mr. Kharge also questioned
whether any assistance
had been provided to
drought-affected States.
“There is a 26.50% short-
fall in sowing for the kharif
crop. Does anyone care?
Has the Central govern-
ment taken any steps re-
garding the funding pat-
tern of VB-G RAM G, on
which BJP-ruled States had
demanded a review? When
the country’s poor labour-
ers are suffering the most,

the Modi government is
snatching away their mini-
mum economic and social
security and mocking
them,” he said.

Congress general secre-
tary (communications) and
former Rural Development
Minister Jairam Ramesh
said the data from the first
month of implementation
of VB-G RAM G exposed
“the cost of destroying the
MGNREGA". He argued
that the MGNREGA had
empowered gram pan-
chayats and freed workers
from dependence on “the
political whims of the go-
vernment of the day”.

“The Modi government
has instead centralised the
scheme, imposed a heavy
financial burden on State
governments, made access
increasingly dependent on
technology and biometric
authentication, removed
the guarantee of employ-
ment, and made it harder
for workers to claim their
rights. the VB-G RAM G is
simply ‘rozgar chori’,” Mr.
Ramesh said.
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How India climbed up the Commonwealth

Indias medal share rose from O5% in 1954 10 2 peak of 122% in 2000, and stood at 58% in Clasgow, where it fimished K

DATA POINT

Devyashi Biband
Gauri Singas arapu

mda finished fourth at the

2006 Commoswealth Games

in Glasgow, which concluded
kst week on August 2, with 35 me
dals - 13 gold, 17 silver and nine
brose. The result came despiie
the absence of several sports dscr
phines that have historically sup
phed the bulk of india's Comumon
wealth  baul, marking  amother
chagter i » medal history that has
grown from one medal in KO o
6000 across editions.,

India’s Commmonmwealth sucoess
has long been concentrated in a
handful of sports. Shooting, wres-
thing and weightlifting alone ac
count for 390 of India's 600 me
dals, roughly rwo-thinds of the
total Boxing, badeanton, and ta
bile tennis have added another 113
(Tabde 1).

Shooting, wresthing,  badmin
ton, table senmis and hockey, ol
Eportant contribanors to lndia's
past medal talbies, were absent in
this year’s games. Glasgow hossed
a pared down programme of 10
sports afver the Comencarwealth
Games was forced to find 2 re
phcement host following Victo
ra's withdrawal. The 2006 pro
gramune inchaded  athletics,
swimming, track cycling, weight-
By, 3 basketball, bwn bowls,
nethall, artistic gymnastics, pado
and boxing, dlongside para events.

Even without many of &s trads
tiorul medal-producing sports, i
dia still finished fourth.

A brief hissory

India’s Commonwealth journey
began = London i 1904, when
wrestler Rashad Arrwar won India's
frst medal, a bronee in the Mkg
froestyie category and a h place
femish India missed the 1930, 1950,
1962, 1986 editions, wan no me
dals iIn 1935, and remained un
ranked In 1954, its first gold me
dals came in 1958, when Milkha

Singh won the 440-yard race and
wresther Lila Ram triumphed i
the 100kg category, and Lachem
Kamet Pandey won a siiver. The tally
sseadily grew, reaching 10 medals
1966, 12 i 1970 and 1S in B4,
when India Smished sixth ecach
time. By 1950, & had risen %0 12
medals and ffth place.

Women gradually became a
Larger part of India’s medal hal
Chart 1) Their Sest Commeon

wealth medal came in 1978, when
badminson pla Amil Chia and
Karrwal Singh won bronee

m the women's doubles o Edmon-
fon, Indi then won Fwo worsen's
medals in 1994 and three in 1998

The beeakthrough canmse n
2002, when the tricokoss began 1o
rise on the Commuonwealth stage
India crossed the SO-medal mark
for the first time, winning 69 me
dals and hnishing fousth. Sl
lowed that with 50 medals and
another fourth-place  finish in
J006, Then camse itx greatest Com
mormwealth campaign at Dedhi in
2000, where India won a record
100 meckads - 64 by men, 36 by wo-
men and one in 2 mived event -
finedang wecond

In Glasgow 2026, India won 39
medals, with women acoousting
Sor 41% of India’s tally.

The lomgerterm trend puts
Glasgow in perspective. India ac
counted for just 0.5% of all medals
awarded in 04, when it won s
furst Commonwealth medal. s
share crossed 5% for the irse time
| 1990, when it won 12 of the 638
medals awarded. The share rose
sharply from 2002 omwards,
reaching 7.7% in 2000 and 6.7%
2006, At the Delii 2000 Games, In-
dia reached its peak, winning M
of the K28 medals amarded - 12.2%
of the weal Its share remained
abowe % i 2004 and 2018, o 78%
and 7.9%, respectively, before fall-
g %0 ™S In Bemingham in 2002

In Glasgow, India wos 39 of the
671 medals awarded, acooumting
for SE% This was its lowest medal
haul snce 1985, when it won three
medals. However, the smaller pro
gramenw and the sbsence of sever-

al spoets in which India had histor-
ically performed stroogly make
direct comparisons with earfier
editions dithcub.

Overall, india wom 603 of the
JOUASE medlals awarded across edi
thons, accounting for 5% of the
total (Chart 2.

Australia back om top

Australia finished fest i Glasgow,
returming 10 the sop of the Com-
monwealth medal table after En
gland 1wpped the standings & Bir
mingham m 2022

Australia’s domisance is abso
sriking when viewed against In
dia’s much krger population. It
has accumudaied 2,773 Comenon
wealth medals, compared with in-
dia's 600, despite having a populs-
tion of rougthly 28 millhon against
India’s 146 bilkon.

Canada has won 1,709 medals
with & population of abour 4.7
milbom, while New Zealand has
won M3 medals with just 5.3 mil
bon people (Chart 3).

The compurison is mot intended
as & medals per-capita ranking -
the countries have competed
differemt croummtances and across
differemt numbers of Gamses - but
# highlghts the very different
sporting  systems  bebind  their
Commonwealth records.

Australia has consistently con-
verved a much smaller
0 & G Larger medal handl, s chil-
dren huve acoess 1o many sports,
usually experimentng with sl
ple sports before finding their spe-
clalsation. s natkom wide “Lmtle
Arhdetics” Is thelr mitiad imroduc
than to sthdetion, egqepped with ex:
perienced coaches, who are unres-
tricted by bureaucratic central
bodies. Asstralian athietes arent
pushed 10 perform young, and ma
ny gain experience in Amencan
colleges before competing othoal
Iy In comtrast, Indiar's medals have
hissorcally been concentrated n a
relatvely nammow group of sports.

Wirh mputy from Sachin Ssary)
who &s inferming with The Hindu's
Data Team. Gaun Sisgaverapu s
also an mtern with the team.

Medal
milestones
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UPI and the cost of policy reversal

The government’s proposal to allow an MDR of 025 05% on UPT rransactions above 32000 reverses a decade-long policy: taxing the payment rail could weaken
incentives for banks and fintechs 1o invest in UP1 while undermining its rode in financial indusion, formalisation and wider digital adoption

POONOMIC NOTES

Parag Waknis

he government has just given
itselfl the legal room 10 tax the
very paymsent habst it spemt a
decade bulldng. Tucked into
the Taxation and Other Laws
(Amendment) Bill, 2026, is an
amendment to Section 10A of the
Payment and Setthement Systems Act,
2007, which would allow the governument
1o notfy charges on speciied electronk
payment modes. The number being

proposed Wll Rate
(MDR) of 0. % on UP1 transactions

above £2,000. The official stand Is thae
this threshold woukd touch anly about frve
per cent of transactions by volume,
sparmg the malk-and-vegetable payvments
that msake up the bulk of UPTs use. But &
would cover rougghly 65% of transaction
value, which is precisely why It matters.

This is not a small, technical fix. It runs
counter 10 a decade-long policy
commitment and deserves more scrutiny
than it has recetved.

The policy reversal

Consider the arc. Demonetisation In
Nowember 2006 was jJustihed, among
other things, as a push towards a less-cash
ecanoay. UPL, launched earlier that year,
became the vehicle for that push, and its
2ero-MDR regime was a dediberate subsidy
to get merchamts and consumer s off cash.
It worked spectacularly. UPf now
Processes more transactions each month
than most of the workd's card networks
combined. Having successfully weaned
the country away from cash and towards
electroni payments, the government
mow wants to undercut the very success it
engineered.

There seems 10 be a contineed pattern
of privileging one payment mode over
others via policy. India has Jong taxed
even credit cands. Credit cand interest and

The official stand 15 that this theeshold wowld touch anly about five per cont of tramsactions by volume,

sparng the mdb-and-vegetable pinpsents That maker up e bulk of UPTS uie o AT TGEWUSE

fees attract 18% GST, making the use of
credit cands unnecessarily costly. Taxing
imterest on revolving credis is unasual by
imernananal standards; maost
jarisdictsons treat consumer s credit
imterest as a private fimancial cost, not a
taxable service. India taxes it as if using a
credit cand itself is a oy,

Now UPL, the payment rail the
povernment spent political capital

promoting, s in kne for similar treanment,

The pattern suggests a need for a more
coberent payments policy than giving in
to the temptation 10 tax every transaction
that can be observed.

There are o beast two problems with
this specific move beyond the optics

Who really pays?

First, basic economic theory tells us thae
the person on whom a tax & kevied and
the person who actually bears ies cost are
ot always the same. Moreover, UM or
any paymernts interface is a two-sided
market, and tading two-sided markets is
genuinely tricky.

The MDR womihd mominally Gl on
merchants, as argued by the government,

collected via banks and the National
Payments Corporation of India's
ecosystem. But whether that cost gets
passed through to merchants, on 1o
comsumens, or absorbed by banks and
payment service providers depends on
competitive intensity on each side of the
market. Banks and hintechs compete for
merchant relationships and cannot easily
ralse prces without losing volume (o a
rval offering free UP1 accepance

The mare likely outcome s that
mtermediaries - the banks and PSPs that
built and maintain the plumbing - absorb
the cost, which erodes their incentive 1o
mvest in reliability, fraud prevention and
expansion imo underserved segments. A
tax that canmot be reliably passed theough
does not disappear; it most likedy shows
up later as degraded service or shower
mnovation. This s complesedy
coumnteriuRive If governiment is
proposing this tax as necessary to fund
the next stage of UPl growth

Cost o inclusion
Second, UPY has done real work on
financial mchusion at the margin. i has

pulled miormal transactions into a
recorded, traceable digital trall - the very
outcome that formalisatson and
tax-compliance advocates have wanted v
for years. There have also been attempts The proposed ramewort could
10 provide credit based on the dggieal trall 00, coument charges %o
created by electronic pavments. Every expand beyond the <rent
rupee that moves through UPL instead of MOR plan_ cresting a broadey
cash s a rupee the financial mstautions teverue lever once e legal
can eventually see and use to build a srchitecture iy in place
spending profile.

Charging the rail derectly could
undercut the incentive to use ®, cutting
aggainst Jong-standing financal inclusson
goals. The government does not need 10
raise reverme from every rupee that
moves edectronically; it needs those

THE GIST

w

UP1's networs eflects deperd
on kewpang gt payTrents
cheaper and more conversemt
than cash, malang any few
cont » poberftusl datorbon n

rupees to keep moving electronically, how Busnesses and
because that is what delivers the inclusion  <9™umens chaose payment

and compliance dividends it has been
chasing since 2016

Ideally, which payment mode to adopt
should be an economic decision for
participating actors, Factors such as the
size of the business, consumes
preferences, and relacive cost of using
albernative payment systems should
determuine their wage. Deliberase policy
mtervention and the current
government’s war on cash tilved the scales
in Gevosir of UPLL Taxing it mow —~ however
nosinal or small - coukd change s usage
patterns, and policymakers should not be
surprised if one owtcome is reduced UM
usage.

The proposal is being dressed up as a
modest, targeted measure afSecting only
Large value transactions. But maodest
measures on payment rails have a way of
expanding once the kegal architecture
exists. Section 10A, once amended, does
not expire when this particular MDR
propasal & shelved. The better outcome s
for the government (o keave the pavments
system alone, ket UPs network effects
keep compounding, and find its revenue
chewhere,

(Parag Waknis, Professor & Head,
Ecomomics Department, SRM University
AP
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Taxation and Other Laws (Amendment) Bill, 2026

HYA dacdTd T §31T ?

* Y&l Payment and Settlement Systems Act, 2007 H UHT YT 9T [S9H notified electronic
payment modes 9{ Merchant Discount Rate (MDR) St charges GUIEE:] 3@% Tl 9T Y
HIMYE ¥ TR ! WiasT § 49 digital payment transactions 9{ charge/MDR T STTTAT LA hl
mjt I (enabling provision) et 718 2

ﬁ'%'ﬂ' Haﬁ mq;ﬁ' dTd:

*  3r«ft UPI WX I3 TAT charge TN &l foRaT AT 21

* 319 AN & Person-to-Person (P2P) UPI transactions o charge T i 1d LT 2

* TR A WY [T & foh areafarerar & Tferasisr UPI transactions free &1 &I

o FgeTTa F

* UPI ecosystem T banks 31X payment service providers I transaction processing, technology 3R
cybersecurity I SANTF ST 81 9T Y™ § TR o I 9iasr § % specified digital

transactions 9¥ charges ¥ & & THheq B




safety concerns:

1ISC

o podiod ok s Vg generadhon feature i Cooghe Fath wthen 2 ey tsers creatod sateliee deep@odas thus appcancd 1o e
viodemor. deonters, o] other poiioy obmes the Samare ratsan] comoerms anet the s of SR snctiee maaars how mmesdnho oo e s

Selvara Lenag gl

The wbary = bw
s \wsbar nsn endle
langhe & Lw by NP Wamne
cove bor avmand & & Sebore
b v e down by e
camary i et ran wabh=y anl
rmsed rrntew ewerm Ve loas b of
the brarar anlm po b v dlha s domm
Puw vandy wornn - aniid et et baein
L e T R N T
sl ooy e rrme deepdabe
O Al TS R e T

-

N mas the Al bratsrwe Lases hed bn
o
e wrapldy . wseny oondd open Laougle
Larth o company » memersive sstefie
g of e pharet I omdier 0 owem e
4 phar. Tewse the "Croshe e
P9 aml e ol Py wavien! &
o Ladl cwobo o 1he ot geand smaagr
ey W Gouge Bty s Pk
e brvan e sz duswd s e g
P omvend e ) sl vy W,
dar  web L e pmarma merved s
he i avnjean & gy pve dem e
Matudu o Daamag™
sunfw agppried wevtal wbanarw
ae camen hx D waidr wali e
v ragrirg et rvaskarg bew
ke dn besdmario bwded m oo
tees. o wrld o groevassng v bogn oA

b redl ey pes g Cresteg
mhs ammenal b graphe v sl prowy
wwal b ba dume 2 Latany lewd Sem bevn
et o sl sl jdasaws s sverw
weied 3 gt (TeERe wED e oS
v ovgle uerd cxamgpdes 0wl

Win wan the A featurr labem demen’
ey 3 hw rwgemy (eede) o oge e
womn bmen b by prow cradr ey et
fo A bauiv & Lasade bt Ld lews
Pl b v ot ey Vel
» o

e v thae peopde ity rus
dungh P amh bow praliabde s of e
sinhl We o @ g el
por dres sasd raay (he rasar be s i ay
£ ehd papemes femsnt wr w e
el peuple durniag woveash o of
preren] magmy thet myww v vwher
ol es SO wr o oy ek e
e m Cavngde Farh while oo movh i@
Wbt tagy diveges B h b e
fo sprdds abay Fobmgerian o
Sy P0Gt e e 0T e
e i ool L ogger ey Ax
TP b Wy and wavr s eTubed e )
oy and

Alegw e A b mdar dul imd Mane
peaila uaTies of peae ke rasgles of
te leraiey Baaget he s W eedi
phabems ) theamath Twen) durend
weerlne bovptahe wremh 0 the
Sepewed serrorst mahe. havan e
vt vd @ v e wmeev e

Gy o anl mews

wanr d Pwrw P ey gt an
In . asasl wowrvr whe sanaged b mivea
Ihe wbar slde diovi arwr lhe wud
of ety Wi Tan W veras teve The
drepshe rangrd ¢ guadey Syor
ravalen o vowmre v ughdhy e s
by gy LA

ey oy mifiew roh b vuyghe
iwer b ndhod e r@er  aewey
IR D (ndeild b e (v A MW
LR i T Y FRRS e
Parae®n s d s @av (1ud) wew | e
Gares el wfyy, e e e kv
O TY ) T e N P T
Inrme whevi . wvatony el rag
vy ddo b ivm ] cu vy

Whust sow the riaks of ke AJ canelline
Lal — ol
{wwngle detdrrden] o ot er by
gt tha the A grwt o] ooy
Ol i e o e oA D it
longw L' rogwravns ot wa Daeer
AN TS I BRSO T v
Ao B Gewplabes b parwad
(CRTEWTCM, W ST et b
v by e rady vanwd e
d wm b rendis andl Te pavage ve Tam
L s the tme aoud e bedge o fathas
Everipaiy & waje v b utiag ww b
gy  egeal £ 8 2 poveesd 512
drort bem sewn vadeo the b dased oo
wuted mwodha snd devagred wo g virs
St gy bt ed de -

e BT b a e e e N oy
sl w grgrgba Mt w e gy
rtrwwed Praliwvemur herw pvager~
ekl sd lw e an e v v
wreas s alevis Signt of wTadarh
R

w ) hagher vl e ey e
brepfahey oo b rested b o)
b roihd moavhrmeb o dneg mpwy
vl b meree @ 0w T o b v e
e

W W 2 et A g
Sarwg tw bar mow o Veheawr v
Wt wew e Tete o T
povpw om L e e N g thae
qaywvanl Jom Tt Mervant i d
masiinagl 4 L % g Tha v maale
afl adet ubndie snager ot hegged
Mo v wrs CGaea® B as 2 laas

| b= sorfor wagr
Swrrnehe gor et g et wwer T o
by Wk gde reprwn 2 rom
R L e e I SRR i e
~rr wtw el e b b rwdialy »
- Wty @A e U s et e
et el mapyeng. s and bl sy
g o ah comperes. To gy e
hagh pasks -, Uiy dids pream ese e
ot wes wen i Hhere ad LBy o
B w s e rn alls ot Endy et
f e

e ndBbach of Vs g dee 0
woghe Earth shwws thet dw workd )
s seeract oy o el mor ready
vomble e bre e

YouTube Homework




LN

Google Earth Al T 82

Google 4 Google Earth Al % ST satellite
imagery &I Al 3R Gemini &t reasoning

capabilities % HIY ST I {1 21 FHAT

3%52?1 o satellite Image fe@mMT 7 al, @l&ch
B'Hﬁ IS patterns, objects 3
enviroW AlT HHSAAT
2l

ITET % T AL § TST ST HehelT 2

fordt & 1 forest cover feha=T IgeAT?

&l river BAE] w82

Fal algae bloom R K

S1G o o1¢ -9 buildings/infrastructure

THTIaT 502

o frdiemd population 31 environmental
risk 3T TeeT T &2

TOH Al T AT 22

*  Google % Geospatial Al models satellite
3 aerial imagery ol analyse $d Bl
Gemini natural-language 9T ! THSHL
HAT-HAAT geospatial datasets—stdl
satellite imagery, maps, weather IR
population data—3h! SIS ahal ol
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India’s first privately-built FFSC rocket
gine signals new dawn in space flight

Globally only three commercial companies have successfully developed high thrust FFSC engines, which are SpaceX and Stoke Space, both from the
United States of Amenica, and Land Space from Chinee the Bengaluru-based space company is the first Indian entity to devedop this engine

NSEWS ANALYSES

Hemanth CS,

The story so far: A Beoga
luru-based space firm, As
trobase Space Technodo
gies, on Augest 7 unvedled
Imclia’s furst privately boll
800 kN Full Flow Staged
Combustion (FFSO) LOX
Methame rocket engine
named EVEREST.

This makes Inda the
fourth nation to have FFSC
engine technology after
Russsia, USA and China

High thrust
The FFSC rocket engines
are very powerful engines
where the propeilant fows
from the tank or the source
10 the Focket engine s com
buszon chamber

Staged combustion red
€rs 00 combustion taking
place In two stages whe
ren the fuel flows o the
rocket empne from one
side and the oxidiser from
the other side

In the case of a staged
combustion, the engine
fael s Injecsed I relatively
stall guantities while oxi
diser Is on the higher side.
The foel and  oxidiser
which is burnt and gases
generated out of it are used
for turnimg the turbanes
comnected to the pump

The gases generased are
not et 10 the mmosphere
but put hack into the rock
et combustion chamber
ensurng that the propel
lant s uellised and not

Frontier tech: The Ful Flow Staged

wastedd

Key differentiator
FFSLC engines are one of
the most advanced Bguid
rocket empime  archisex
tures. Neera) Khandelwal,
co-foumnder and Chief Exux
utive Othoer of Astrobase,
sold The Hindw than unlike
conventional rocket en
gines ~where only a por
ton of the propellants Is
usedd to drive the turbo
pumps— the FFSC engline
rowtes both the feel and
the oxidiser through sepa
rate pre-bamers  before
they emter the main com
Bustion Chamber

“Thits allows the turbo
pumgs 10 operate more of
Bciently while ensuring
that all of the propellants

DO LUK M ehang o T ey v PLOML ARRAMCINE N

e

he firm hass boen
scloctod under Indian
Nathostal Spce
Prosnetion amd
Mathorsation Cemre's
Technology Adopton
Fund for des clopement
of the rocket engdine

witimately contribute to
perserating thruse

The architectre offers
several ongterm advan
tages. it enabies high pro
pulsion efhoency, sup
ports precise throttle
comtred and s well sumed
for reusable lsunch sys
e

When palred with LOX

Methane propeilanes, it al
s0 benefies fromn cleamer
combustion, which can
sampey refurbishment
and support Faster turma
round between missions,”
he said

FFSC's iImportance
Whille the FFSC cvcle Is sig
nihcanely more complex o
design and develop than
comventional engine c©y
cles, It Is widely regarded
as an archisectare that can
suppart reliabile, high per
formance and reusabile
Lbunch wehicles, said Mr
Khandedwal, who founded
Astrobuse Space Technoko
ges in 2004 with lormer IS
RO (ndlian Space Research
Organssanion) scientist De
vakumar Thammesetty

"Al Astrotuase, we see
this as an important tech
nodogy for bullding indige
nowss unch capability and
strengrhening India’s long
termn access to space,” he
sanl

In rocket soence FFSC
engines are considered w0
be very challengng tech
nodogy which is mare eth
Crent over conventonal en
gines. However they ame
very complex 10 develop
and execune

First in India
Globally only three com
mercial companses have
successfully  developed
high thrust FFSC engines,
which are SpaceX and
Stoke Space, both from the
Unimed States of America,
and Land Space from Chi
na. OF these only SpaceX’s
Raptor s the only opera
tonal FFSC engine & ol
I

The Bengaluru-based
space company s the hrst
indian emtity to develop
this engine and the fourth
ghobadly

Besides this s the Rest
time an Indian company
bas built & LOX-Methane
high thirust engine which
bats for cleaner next gen
eratson bunch systems

Ressable sehiches

This development also un
locks rewsable unch cap
abilithes up 10 3O wonne w0
low earth orbit and a possi
e mediam Lt plaform
lor Laumchang commercial
and strategic missions for

the Indan Government
and Ffrom abroad. The
EVEREST has been buil
usang advamced mamaiac
turing, nchading India’s
largest industriad 3D
primter.

Test flight
The development of the

engine staned In 2004 and
two years Bter the compa
ny unvetled the 800 N
FFSLC rocket engine at s @
cility In the ousskins of
Bengalumy. Subsystems of
the engmne have so far been
lested

Fully imegrated testing
including the engine hot
fire campaign is planned 1o
start m next few months at
its test faciiey Anantapur
in Andhra Pradesh. The
Nest G s targeted Tos
December 2028

Path ahead
The company sald that it
plans 0o manufacture and
test around 20 engines be
fore its first orbital Sk
Currently, & has esta
blished a capacey to bulld
SiX 10 el engines per an
nam which will be scaled
up 10 baaild 60 enygoes per
alfusn

The company has been
selected under the ndian
Natiomal Space Promogion
and Authorisation Cemtre's
(INSPACE) Technology
Adoption Fund for the de
velopmet of this FFS
rocket engime. IN-SPALE Is
a singde-window  autono
NSO A@ency under the De

partment of Space

YouTube Homework
"~ Agnikul Cosmos
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HIA ohT UgT Private FFSC Rocket Engine
* FARH Bengaluru-based startup Astrobase
Space Technologies 5 T T I8l privately

developed .Eull-lj_lg__w Staged Combustion
SC) rocket engine UsT fohAT 2| SHeRT A9
A Eyerest) T T 2| 38| 7 37 2026

unveil R

FFSC 9T giaT 82

* FFSC = Full-Flow Staged Combustion

* Rocket engine T fuel 371 oxidizer &l
combustion chamber d% sIgd high pressure 9T
qg?lﬂT ugdm &l FFSC cycle T fuel 3R
oxidizer ST <Al q;ﬁ HTAT preburners o Bt

turbopumps &l power AT g, 3R U
combustion chamber H SITdT 2|

gHeh! 9 favaary

fergrea
—tngine

.~ Lechnology
~Company
—— TTH
 Fuel
Oxidizer
-t hrust
Target

Test Facility

STHRRT
\/\_.-E-Verest
Full-Flow Staged Combustion (FFSC)
Astrobase Space Technologies
Bengaluru, Karnataka
Liquid Methane (CHy)
Liquid Oxygen (LOX)
<TTHIT 800 kN (80 tonnes)
Reusable Launch Vehicle

Anantapur, Andhra Pradesh
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SAI and BAI go all out to ensure a
hassle-free World championships

dq

After the backlash during the Indian Open owing to poor infrastructure, the venue has undergone massive upgrades

and refurbishment over the past six months; innovative measures taken to prevent the entry of birds and monkeys

BADMINTON

Uthra Ganesan
NEW DELHI

aving suffered a
llmassiw backlash
for poor infras-

tructure and entry of pige-
ons and monkeys during
the India Open earlier this
vear, the Badminton Asso-
ciation of India and 340
have gone all out to ensure
the upcoming BWF World
championships go on
without a glitch.

The Indira Gandhi In-
door Stadium, venue for
the prestigious World
Championships returning
to India after 17 years, has
undergone massive up-
grades and refurbishment
over the past six months,
both structural and
cosmetic,

“We started work in Fe-
bruary itself. Since the in-
frastructure is very old,
there were a lot of structu-
ral damages that we had to
take care of.

“The old roof has been

? =

&

in ready mode: The venue for the World championships gets the final touches. SHASHI SHEKHAR KASHYAP

treated and repaired to
make it waterproof, a lot of
expansion joints  have
been treated, a lot of
chairs in the seating area
replaced,” Ambar Pratap
Singh, Executive Director
of SAl's newly-formed en-
gineering division,
explained.

As for invaders of the
avian and simian variety,
all entry points to the main
arena of the three main

buildings that are part of

the complex - the main
badminton arena, the ve-
lodrome and the K.D. Jad-
hav Hall have been
equipped with automatic

glass double doors to pre-
vent entry.

Non-toxic gel to prevent
pigeons from perching ov-
er courts, imported ma-
chines to produce sound
frequency to repel birds at
night and employing three
men to mimic langurs are
among the more innova-

tive measures being taken
to ensure there are no
complaints,

Among other technical
upgrades is the lighting
system that has been
changed by SAl and addi-
tional lights being de-
ployed by BAI to eliminate
any shadows on the newly-
laid wooden courts.

“Lighting was not an is-
sue during India Open also
but we have made it even
better now. The Badmin-
ton World Federation
(BWF) is satished with the
lighting in both the compe-
tition and practice arena,”
BAl secretary Sanjay Mis-
hra said.

Pratap Singh added that
the recent heavy spell of
rainfall had helped the offi-
cials identify any issues in
the structure ahead of the
event, to be held from Au-
gust 17-23,

“There were a few leak-
ages but they have all been
plugged.

“One part of the K.D.
Jadhav Hall has also been
upgraded to be used for
practice,” he said.
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BWF World Championships 2026 HEeAqul a2
*  BWF World Championships 2026 feig ST
sISftie sl dsd idigd W@“Izr \_cEi BWF World Championships 2026
SHATRTATSAT ¥ & U 21 39 valuq SE 17-23 30TE 2026
i—:rﬂ:.r WIS : p—
A 2026 Indlra I
Gandhl Indoor Stadium ﬁ @TITI ?é\
C/ A Indira Gandhi Indoor Stadium
R 30aT
BTN T Badminton World Federation (BWF)

AT AT 2025 — Paris, France
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