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Retail inflation
hits 19-month

high in July as
fuel prices rise

T.C.A. Sharad Raghavan
NEW DELHI

Retail inflation in India
rose to a 19-month high of
4.45% in July, driven up by
high food and fuel prices,
official data released on
Wednesday showed.

The Consumer Price In-
dex (CPI) data released by
the Ministry of Statistics
and Programme Imple-
mentation showed that
transport, food, and res-
taurant and accommoda-
tion services became cos-
tlier in July, while inflation
in other services such as
healthcare and recreation
cooled marginally.

FULL REPORT ON
» PAGE 4

Retail inflation hits
19-month high as
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Charges made against Justice Varma ‘proved; says probe report

Sandeep Phukan
NEW DELHI

A three-member inquiry
committee constituted by
Lok Sabha Speaker Om Bir-
la has found the charges
“proved” against former
Delhi High Court judge Jus-
tice Yashwant Varma over
the discovery of burnt cur-
rency at his official resi-
dence, holding that his ex-
planations were “evasive

and unsatisfactory”.

The committee’s report,
tabled in both Houses of
Parliament on Wednesday,
said Justice Varma had
failed to provide a satisfac-
tory explanation regarding
the presence, source, or
ownership of the cash
found in the storeroom of
his official residence.

Justice Varma’s expi:
tion did not demo
the “candour, tragfparen-

ustice Yashwant Yarma

cy and institutional res-
ponsibility” expected of a
judge, the report said. “It

remained evasive and un-
satisfactory when tested
against the evidence of in-
dependent official witness-
es and corroborative mate-
rial,” the committee noted.

The panel also found
that material evidence at
the site had not been pro-
perly secured or pre-
served, and that the evi-
dentiary condition of the
storeroom had been dis-
turbed before it was lawful-

ly sealed and inspected.

The panel was headed
by Supreme Court judge
Justice Aravind Kumar, and
had Chief Justice of the
Bombay High Court Justice
Shree  Chandrashekhar
and senior advocate of the
Karnataka High Court B.V.
Acharya as members.

In its consolidated find-
ings on the three articles of
charge, the panel record-
ed: “The Committee there-

fore records its final find-

ings that Articles of

charges I, Il and Il are
proved.”

Sources indicated that
the government may con-
sider carrving forward the
process of removal against
him since removal pro-
ceedings started before he
resigned.

‘INQUIRY CANNOT JUST END'
» PAGE 4
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Amid Opposition protests,

Lok Sabha clears Mines
Minerals Amendmen

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Amid vocal protests by Op-
position members, the Lok
Sabha passed a Bill on
Wednesday to amend the
Mines and Minerals (Deve-
lopment and Regulation)
Act without a debate.

The Lok Sabha took up
the Bill for passage after a
couple of adjournments
earlier in the day. But al-
most immediately the Op-
position trooped into the
Well of the House and
started shouting slogans.

Revolutionary Socialist
Party MP N.K. Premachan-
dran had strongly opposed
the introduction of the Bill,
arguing that it was against
federalism.

When the Chair, Jag
dambika Pal, put the Bill to
vote, Opposition members
started shouting “Adani,
Adani”,

After the Bill passed,
Parliamentary Affairs Mi-
nister Kiren Rijiju objected
to Opposition MPs crowd-
ing the Well of the House.
Mr. Rijiju said the govern-
ment was ready to debate
the issue of student prot-

&4

Tumultuous scenes: Union Ministers Kiren Rigju, G. Kishan Reddy,
Arjun Ram Meghwal, and others in the Lok Sabha on Wednesday. PT

ests over the NEET paper
leaks and urged the Oppo-
sition to start discussion.
He also said Union
Home Minister Amit Shah
was ready to answer ques-
tions and informed the
House that Mr. Shah had
written to the Speaker
seeking a debate.
Meanwhile, Mr. Pal ap-
pealed to Samajwadi Party
chief Akhilesh Yadav and
senior Congress leader
K.C. Venugopal to ask their
respective party members
to take their seats.
However, Mr. Yadav's at-
tempt to speak proved fu-
tile as his microphone was
not on and his voice got
drowned out in the sloga-

neering. The House was
adjourned tll Thursday.

The Mines and Minerals
(Development and Regula-
tion) Amendment Bill,
2026, prevents State go-
vernments from impaosing
additional taxes, cesses, or
levies on mineral rights
and gives the Centre grea-
ter control over regulating
mineral-laden lands.

Introducing the Bill,
Coal and Mines Minister G.
Kishan Reddy said diver-
gent fiscal levies by States
had created uncertainty in
the mineral sector and
could raise costs, encour-
age imports and under-
mine domestic supply
chains.
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In ‘era of reels, avoid shortcuts, read
autobiographies,

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Wednesday urged
young people in the “era of
reels” not to take short-
cuts, and instead read au
tobiographies of the peo-
ple they admired to get a
unigue perspective on his-
torical events,

Speaking at the launch
of former President Ram
Nath Kovind’s autobiogra-

phy, Triumph of the Indian
Republic: i il
Struggles Mr. Ko-
vind’s lite Showed how de-

termination could help a
person overcome adversity
and rise to the highest con-
stitutional office.

Mr. Modi appealed to
the vouth to read autobiog-
raphies as such books of
fered the opportunity to
understand a particular
period through the life of
someone who had expe-

rienced it.

“This is the era of reels,
Social media influencers
often pull you in and take
you down certain paths. In
this age of shortcuts, Jet us
remember a message often
displayed at railway sta
tlons: a shortcut will cur
you short, This is written
because some people have
a habit of jumping onto the

i tells youth

ime Minsster Narendra Modi with farmer president Ram Nath
Kovind dunng the launch of latter's autobiographry in New Delhi. P

tracks instead of using the
railway bridge. However, if
there is a shortcut you
should take to get ahead in
life, it is to read the auto-
biography of someone you
admire,” Mr. Modi said.

Engaging with Gen Z

His remarks come at a time
when the Centre and the
Bharativa Janata Party

(BJP) have stepped up ef-
forts to engage with Gen Z
on social media.

He highlighted Mr. Ko-
vind’s continuing public
engagement, saying that
the former President had
not rested after demitting
ofhce, and was working on
the simultaneous election
initiative, which could, Mr.
Modi said, “open a new
chapter in Indian democ:
racy”. “We need many
more young people who
would be like Kovindji in
future - people who are
not defeated by circum-
stances but possess the de-
termination o overcome
every challenge,” he said.

Mr. Kovind recalled
hardships in his childhood
and the values he imbibed
from his surroundings.

Lok Sabha Speaker Om
Birla, Chiefl Justice of India
Surva Kant, and several
Union Ministers antended
the event,
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Contrbution (Regulation) Act, or FURA, passed
thae barred a registered body from passieg funds .
10 anothet, evenl one registered under the same V O
Act, and cut the share ol foren funds that could
be spetit an sdminitration from half 10 & Nk
among other resErctions. |1 mow proposes 1o go
further still by taking over the assets that the mo
ney B, even on the mere Lipse of a cortiicale
Under the Bill, a donee ongasmsstion can Jose s
regetration not only when the governmest can
ook it, but when renewal is refasend, not applied
for, or not gramed before the old certihcage runs

out. As =oon as this happens, the organisation's
loretzn s and whae was budlt with them will
pass 10 & governmens <esigsned mnhorey auo
matically. The property recuns anly ¥ the organ
Pation re-registers withan & peried the govern
et Baas yet 0o specily, Gailiogs which in s lost for
goodd, Acconding (o the Bill, 3 building pat up only
parthy with foreign money will be taken over m
full. The ongamssastion must then apply 1o et back
the share not pakd for wieh foreign money. The
Bill does allow for an appeal to a districe jodge,
bt ondy azainst whae the authoriy does with the
praperty Later. The refusal 1o renew canece be
appealed agains, and the organisagion will moe
b enttithad 1o Be heuard beforw the refissd & made
In essence, bocmese the aurharey acts an the

Contre's instructions, the Centre Can use opaguee
reasons 10 withdraw a licence, take over the pro
perty, and then direct the body mow holding #

It is not sarpeising that minoney religous inst
tutions have been the most alarmed. This is true
of Christlan organisations, which run thowsands
ol schools, colleges and bospitals built and sus
taed with money from churches and congresa
thores abroa], Hamddrecs sarched in Aaw!, Miz-
aram, under 2 newly lTormed oo il of churches;
organisations in Kerals have objecsed to the Bill;
Nagaband's Chdel Minister wrote 30 the Home Mi
nister sevloy a parlamentary review; and the
Tamed Nadu Assembly bas also umanimously re
solved that the Centre should withdraw the Bill
The Home Mindster has assured church leaders
thae the Bl will not apply retrospectively, but the
text of his own Bill says otherwise. A hosplial
Dl decades sgo can still be taken over todey be
canee a certiicane has been allowed o Lipse. The
JPC, 1o whsch the B has bewn sent, should re
dralt 1 1 provide onganisalions with an ot
tunity b0 be heard before renewal is refused, as
well as a right to appeal against such a refusal,
among other changes that would make the regu
lation fair and transparent



FCRA Amendment Bill 2026
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1. Designated Authority =Y F2Tq=T N %\P N
Bill U= Designated Authority T T IEITE AT 2 V,‘A

SHEHT FIH B 34 organisations 3l foreign contribution 3& T
assets E}ﬁ \ .

I supcrvlsmn/n\am%wnt
JTATIHAT US4 T 37T disposal AT
SE organlsatlon %1 FCRA certificat /cancel & ST

2. Registration @HTH B o 90U TR

lﬂTﬂST framework H cancellation/surrender % 3TSET Bill T8 &9 € I8 Gﬁ'gaT
2 f FCRA certificate cease 21 SITer Ifa:

registration @ validity THTH 1 ST 3 renewal 7 AT AT

renewal & feTg application & 9 1 ST

renewal application reject T & ST

I had certificate cancel T &l ﬂ%'ﬁ‘{\"f &l T&7T; expiry/non-renewal
ot gt trigger SN

3. Foreign-funded Assets 90 Government Control

I2 Bill T @&H controversial provision 2l

Ife FCRA certificate cease/cancel/surrender gIdT %, Gl organisation
% 9T lﬁﬁg:

\‘)ﬁ'eign contribution + 39 TATE M8 assers

Designated Authority T vest &l @ &l
709 UHT assets T IMfHe 1 Gahdt & S8 37iT9TeR &9 | foreign

contribution ¥ F=TAT AT 3‘"

4. Vesting 9get Provisional, %% Permanent

Asset vesting ol &1 S0 H U

Certificate T & f0& 4T / renew AT restore &1 74T
Designated Authority assets/unused foreign contribution 994

AT

Certificate restore/renew T8l §31T

Vesting permanent &l Gehd ! 2



S. ﬁ Places of Worship %%‘Qﬁ'ﬁqm
g foreign contribution H 54T asset place of worship , df Designated

Authority I 3G religious character &TC AT Bl

e provision W%ﬁﬂ;ﬂf & (T 3 religious/charitable institutions
foreign contributions =T 39FIT infrastructure I H Hd 2l

6. Penalty o FgEeTd
Bill FCRA violation & f&T¢ maximum imprisonment i 5 99 H "eTa |

Y L T TS FAT 2

T Bill °§ U 9% asset-control mechanism ASdd ERIESIRE %, Jel
imprisonment 2 maximum s1afyr = 6t <7 & 2
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A timely reset for the Food Security Act ~————— J‘%?ﬂ THAR

ndia’s food security debate has entered a

new phase. Eslimates based on Inda's

et household corsumption survey

st tht the share of howsehokds
urabie %0 afford the KOME-National Insstute of
Nutrtson (ININ) recomsemended dint fell from
about SI% In 2001-12 oo abownt 25% I 200324,
affecting 25% of rusal s 20% of urbon
househobds. This s substansial progress, bat
crotes of housebobds still cannct atfoed an
adequate healtly Set. Poverty, hunger and
ity o aford 4 healthy Set overlap; &
modern food securty policy must recogrise thae
they arv not identicad.

The dralt Natkosad Food Security (Amendment)
P, 2006 nks Antyodaya Anma Yojana (AAY)
entithements 1o howsehold size. The policy
chalemge Is 10 correct Inequaty without reducing
exsting loodgramn access, while creating a
parthracary towards rRtrition secunty

Desdgning a fasrer entitlement

Priceity Hotseholds receive 5 kg of oodgrain
per person per month, while ALY households
receive & Ml 35 kg per household. The hatter
prosects simaller amd highly velnerable families
Dratt provides poogresaivedy et et person as
household see grows 2 seven member
household receives S kg per persom and an

cight member househodd about 4.4 kg befow the
Priceity Howshold entithment. The deaft
proposes 7 kg per person, capped at 35 kg This
would reduce support for howsebolds with one o
four members by 207 to B8ORS, keave those with
frow or more uncharged, and provide no AAY
household with addtionad foodgrain.

Tarnll Nowu iBustrates the potertial mpact
The Seate government repores thae 1575 kikh of s
IR0 bk ALY Bonehiokds (84.5%) bonvw fewer
than five members. I estimates that the proposal
would reduce the monthly AAY allocation from
65,260 1onnes 10 42040 1omnes, & fall of about
IS % Akhough spechc to Tamill Nadu, these
progections show winy howsehold composithon
and vulnerabibty must be considered: a smaller
heusebok] nury inchade an older person liv
alone, 3 widow or a person with deabiity

Ax the propesal & tiken forwied, the existing
35 kg entithement showld be peeserved through an
explice noloss safepuand. Becauw retaireng 15
kg as bath the mintrream amd maccemum woukd
beave the per person formubs with no practicsd
effect, suppon beyond 35 kg for langer or highly
dependent houschobds should be examined o a
separae policy question esing
household comumption evidence, matrithonsd
reguirements and transparern Nscal costing.

Entitherment reform must also address
coverage . Although the NFSA aBows coverage of
up 40 79% of the reral and SOF% of the wrtan
popubmon, ks 8135crore benehoary celling
remsatns bosed on Cersus 2001; about 80 crore
peopde receive free foodgraies. Against the
extimated population of 6.4 crore in 005, thes
crilng covers only SS6%. 1 should be
recalosdated when the Comsan 2027 Sgures
becorne avaikdde. Meanwhile, upxlned
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population estimeanes and deprivasion crineria
condd Suppoet 2 anspasenil review, with
accessble nchsion and appeal mechanisms.

Protecting gradm while diversifying diets
Prisecting the gram entelement does nof mean
preserving a cereal-only enderstanding of food
security, NFHS-6 (20000 24) found dhore stumting
among Chilldren ender frve fedl from 35.5%
Z%, bt wanstinng and usderweighe barely
changed, from BE3% o BO0% and 32.1% w0 J1LE%,
respoctively. Ondy about 155 of children (s 23
menths) recetve a munimally adequate det
Muarradulle, the JOMN - Saddia Didsetuns (INDUAR)
study estimaned thae 000 mdllon ndians had
diabenes and 136 milbom had prediabetes in 2000
These fgures reflect India’s doubde burden of
makutrton Matermal undermsrition and ow
birth wetghtt are assockaed with greater risk of
non-comrmrnicable diseases (NCDy) bter o e,
while present day diet and other beluvioural
factors add Sarther rnk

Foodgran erttlement shoubd not sl be
exquented with disbeses rek. The comosm s that 2
prodominantly cosead bused food busket, when
combined wirh Gets already high n
carbolnpdrates and low in protein «ich foods, may
refforce detary imbadance. The solumion is ot
10 rechace essersiad cerval entithersents, but 1o
fimamce dietary diversthcation alongside

The detary evadence Ervouns bodoscr over
sply Increasing or sebsunuting ceveals. A 2025
DN INEMAN stuachy of 38,0090 achalts found
carbohivdrates supplied 62.3% of &y energy
nathonally sd protein 1%, Adults with the
higgheedt Cartolrpdeate take baad 30 higher odds
of newly diagnosed type 2 disbwses than those
with the lowest intabe. Replacing refined cereals
with whole st or mllet Sone won not Briked 1o
lowwer risk when the carbolydeate share
remamed high Nodeling sugeesied greater
benefs from replacing some carbohivdraee
cabories with protein-sich foods

These cbservational and modedled Nndigs
cannie establsh that chomgng the Public
Distrdsmion Systems (0S) basket will prevemnt
diabenes, but Caumion aganst treating maore gram
o sedllets alonie s & complete mutrithon policy
The KOMEB-NIN's 2004 pusdetines recommensd thoe
coreals and millets provide & mest 455 of energy,
with greater comtribusons from palses, beans,
ol reats, vegetables, frudts and other protein
SOUTCes.

The DS cannet supply the entive heulhy
plane; it can best proside affordable, shelf-sabie
foods. States should be supported 1o offer pubes,
hocall nce, wheat and miler choloes and, where
feanible, heakhy edibde otls. Local production asd
consumption should pukde supply chalns and
effectove Minsnum Support Price (M5
procurement for pulse, millet and odseed
prowers. Sustaned public inmvestimene shoukd Bnk
food, merition and health sysens Seough
complermentary programees: the PDS,
Asygartadi services or yousg chilldres and
pregraant or Bctating women, and Pradice
Musatri Poshun Shakai Nirssan (M POSHAN) for

schoolchildren. These programmes could provide
eges, mik or sulabde abernamives whese bocally
accepeabie and feasible. Dietary dversihcation
et bw sepaarately budgeted, not fmanced by
reducng cereal entithements. The 200627 Unkon
Budget alocates 12,27 6829 crore 1o food salbsddy,
underscoring the need for transpanent costing
Adddimons shosdd be tested through plosed State
pllots issessing actual consumption, dietary
diversity, sssecssia and ghycaemic rink, houwsebold
spending, wislage, cuclusion and supply
ety Pkt evidence can guide Sscally
sistanable exparsion and help ascss potenoal
lorgger dermm health and focal benefits.

Linking food access with mutricion sspport
The NFSA's strengeh bes n guaranteeng reflabie,
dignfied food access India bos bulk 2 formidable
dedivery network. By the end of 2025, 5.50 lakh of
551 lakdy fair price shops used clectromic

povet -of sale devices, while One Nation One
Kamon Card covered mearty all NFSA
Betieficharies. These sysletin sapport portalbiling
andd momstoring but must mclude relable offine
alcrnatives, sslsted or doorsiep access for
people with lmbed mobilty, and a dear
gussanier that sahentication Calure will ot lead
o denbal of entithed foodgrams.

Fuir price shops could sepport Lot -mie
nutrtion isformation and refestal Simgde
mnitibigual secwipt, display, volor and maobile
messages could promote deesary diversity,
appropriate cereal portioes, pubes, beakbier
olls, and bess salt amd added sugar. Where
feundbile, traed health workers conddd undertale
periodic outreach theough India's peissary health
mnfrstructiee, Bnking willng aduks o
poverreent Gabetes, byperiension and other
NCD servicors. By Jume 2008, Indies huad over 1806
ladh Ayushuman Arogya Mandirs, while
povernment daa recorded 41,0 arore dabetes
screenings. Fair price shop dealers should
faclitate miormation and referral. not dagnose
of counsel. Pardcipation must be volaniary,
conbdential and unrelated o ranon elgbibty or
sathentication,

The amendment showld therefore be stuated
within 4 broader sechoctuee for food and
mutrtion security, anchoeed In three safeguands
First, any per-person fommuls should preserve the
exhding 15 kg monthly entifement for every ALY
Bonsehiokd hrough s explicit no boss fuaraniee.
Second, the adeguacy of the 35 kg cedbing should
be reviewed periodically for birger houscholds
and those with high dependency or mueritional
ponds, using consanption, nutrithoned and fscal
evidence Thind, detary diversiication must be
separately Ananced and progressively
Iimplemented without reducing existing cereal
entithements

Inda’s next So0d seourity refornm st protect
proplke from husger while abo adderesung the
dictary drivers of dabetes and other NCDs. Its
scoes shonsld be padged not omly by the sons of
gradn moved, bat by whether vulserabile laniles
can et enough, eat healthier and obsam ther
catithernents wieh dgauity.

L 4\ o=
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Supreme Court clarifies scope

i

The story so far:
he Suprense Court recenth
held i The Ssare of Andhrg

Prade Suresh Veeru
l@mgﬂh Section
IBTC2 of the Bryucaliadsararik Suraksha
Sanhata (BNSS), enlarges the window
during which palice cussody may be
sought by the investigating sgency. Such
custodly, under the BNSS & allable
m parts, though in aggr
exceading 15 dins d
&0 days of the rrmissible period of
detention, rather than being confmed 1o
the first 15 Gvs of remsand alome

the hirst 40 os

Case under consideration by the SC
In a case of custodlial death in which the
dead body of the deceased victim
remained untraced, the orignal hard
disks of the OCTV system were yet to be

discovered, and discoveries under the
Bharachya Sakshya Adhanivam (BSA) were
imminent, the judicial magistrace granted
eight Eays of police custody, and alkowed
the a0cused 1o nominale o ivocates ol
s chosce to be present during aesody
Out of the two advocates, ome was
allowed 1o be present gt any given paint
of time durng investigation. The order
stanexd] thant 'umder no ciroumstances shall
the period of police custody gramed
under ths order be extenced”.

While an appeal, the Andhra Pradesh
High Court modifed some conditions
pertaining 10 the period of police cussody
and presence of an advocate throughout
the probe, The State theredore chaBerged
the abowe conditions in the Supreme
Court an the premise that these directly
impinged upon the rights of the
ievestigating ofhicer 1o conduct
unhindered investigacion.

The Supreme Court held that the

ustody under BNSS

NS enlanges the window during which pofice custody may be sought

apprehenssons expressed by the
Investigacing agency were pastified and
the stasutory scheme under the BNSS
which enlarges the window of police
custoddy, must also be borme in mind. A
magistrate or 2 court cannot place an
absolute and non-extendable outer limit
on custody, since soach a it forechoses
recourse to Section 15712 of the BNSS

I'he Court therefore permatted 7 days
of Gadditional) palice cussody so that the
total period of police remand would not
exceed 15 days.

Current law on police remand
Section S8 of the BNSS provides that amy
person arrested by the police without
warrant canmot be detained for moee than
24 hours, unless authorised by a
magistrate under Section 157,

Section 187(2) of the BNSS provides that
In case It appears 1o the Investigatng
officer that the probe cannot be

-

completed withun 24 hours, and there are
grounds for believing that the acousation
is well founded, the magistrate may
autharise the desention of the acoused for
a penod not exceading 15 days in the
whole, or in parts, ot any time during the
indeiad 40 days or &0 days out of the
detention period of 60 days or 90 days.
Section 187(5) pnrwdt« that the
msagistrate may authorise the Gudicial)
detention of an acoused person beyond
the period of 15 days, if he is satished that
adequate grounsds exist for doing so, for a
period exceading - () 90 days, where the
investigatson refates to an offence
punishable with death, imprisoomment foe
lite or Impeisonment for a term of 10
years or moee; () 60 days, where the
investigation relstes 10 any other offence
Thus, in case the probw is not comgpleted
withan the above stipulated time period,
the accused person may be released,
which & widely known as detault bail,
The Supreme Court In the Suda Suresh
case held that this legslative change was
insended 10 et sitpations where resh
facts, discoveries or keads may emerge
during the course of investigatson.
Therefore, the window of police remand
was enlarged beyvond the instiad 15 Gays,
up 80 40 days or 60 days of investigation.
Previowsly, Section 67 of the CrifcC
provided that the detention of an accused
in palice custody could not be granted
beyand the instial 15 days n the whale

TR ‘

CYP( - BNSS
IEA — B3A

However, during this
darys the magistrate ¢
of the custochy from §
potice custoddy and vi

t period of 15

k] alver the mature
icial custody 1o

e Versa.

On the presence ofn advocate
Section I8 of the BN provides that
‘when any person & Brrested and
interrogated by the golice, he shall be
entithed 10 meet an
during imerrogatio
throughout irterroy

The top court |
ol the provision
not contemplate t
phovsical presence
entirety of each
I'he Court heldd ths
entithement Lo cor
wontld trave] bew
BNSS itself conte
therelore mu
bw the High Comr
lawvyer shall anly
present withan tf
where he can see fhe
responcent-accusgpd

The Court alsofhekd that inssead of
ursnterrupted v
of the accused between ocations, the
audio-visual recarding of the actual
interrogation, and of any proceedings of
discovery ar recovery undertaken with
the accused, will sansfy the requirement.
(R.K. Vi & a former IPS ofhaer)

that a plain reading
*% It chear that It does
COMmUunROUS, ongoing
an advocate for the

NUOUS presence,

d whsat Section 38
lates. The Court

the condition imposed
and held tha such a

» allowed to remain \ 8 ‘
site of mu:fmgxxr
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Nighttime blitz damaged Russia’s
Black Sea Naval base: Zelens

Antisship missiles, jet-powered aerial drones and sea drones conduct strikes on naval base in Novorossivsk, says Ukrainian
leader; he warmns of broader strategic moves by Russia; Moscow claims its air defences shot down more than 500 drones

Associated Press

AYIV

krainian anti-ship
U missiles,  jet-po
wered aerial

drones and sea drones
blitzed a major Russian Na-
val base on the Black Sea
coast in a “unique” night-
time operation, Ukrainian
President Volodymyr Ze
lenskyy said on
Wednesday.

Cutting-edge drones de-
veloped by Kyiv since Rus-
sia invaded more than four
years ago have repeatedly
targeted Russian ships in
the Black Sea, including
warships and oil tankers.

Extensive loss: A damaged private house lollowing a Ukrainian

drone strke in Novorossivek in Russia on Wednesday. REUTERS

Both countries have Black
Sea shorelines,

Ukraine's uncrewed
fleet has succeeded in lim-

iting the movements of
Russia’s  once-dominant
Black Sea navy, Kyiv ofh-
clals say, in one of the

country’s biggest accom-
plishments of the war.

But Ukrainian officials
reckon that Russian Presi
dent Viadimir Putin is bent
on prosecuting the inva-
sion, despite his bigger ar-
my's slow and costly pro-
gress on the battlefeld and
L.S. diplomatic efforts to
find a settlement

Mr. Putin is planning
“an additional rapid mobil
isation of several hundred
thousand Russians by the
end of the year,” Mr. Zelen-
skyy said on social media
late Tuesday, citing Ukrai-
nian intelligence reports,

The Ukrainian military
“carried out a unique oper-

ation targeting the Naval
base in Novorossiysk - the
last major stronghold of
the Russian feet in the
Black Sea,” Mr. Zelenskyy
said. The attack struck air
defences, piers and other
infrastructure in the Kras-
nodar region, he added.

Krasnodar region Gow.
Veniamin Kondratyev said
that hundreds of Ukrainian
drones attacked Novorossi
ysk, Anapa and Gelendzhik
and the Temrvuk district
of the region overnight.

Russian air defences
downed more than 500
Ukrainian drones, the De
fence Ministry in Moscow
sakd.
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