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Vijaita Singh sive device (IED) blasts, pe- 253 people across 14 each, while two each were
NEW DELHI trol bomb incidents, and  States were detained. Indian securin held in Telangana, Hima- *

targeted killings in various 5.4 more than 200 forces ripped ilp.'lr chal Pradesh, Jammu and * e MO H A
In a major counter-terror  parts of the country, the network by launching Kashmir, and Kerala. *

operatives were Fresh FIRS were regis

tered in Delhi and Karnata-  a

ka, the Union Home Minis- m "\ ‘9‘ m
try sakd. The Ministry said

that cumulatively, more
than 80 FIRs have been re-

gistered and over 200 ar-
rests made in conpection

operation ahead of Inde- Investigators said the . '
pendence Day, security syndicate paid local opera-  Arrested, he said
agencies dismantled the tives to conduct reconnais-

Pakistan-based Shahzad sance of police establish-

Bhatti Network, detaining ments, defence The crackdown was car-
253 people across M4 States  installations, and religious ried out through a real
and arresting more than sites, besides installing tme intelligence-sharing
200 operatives linked to  CCTV cameras to facilitate  mechanism involving Cen-

coordinated operations acros:
different locations in 4 States,
upholding a brilliant example
ol zero-tolerance

towards termorism

0

Ve

the syndicate backed by  surveillance. tral agencies and State pol- - with the network under
the Inter-Services Intelli- Lauding the operation ice forces. provisions of the Unlawful
gence (ISI), Union Home  against cross-border terro- In a post on X, Mr. Shah  launched simultaneous op-  espionage. Activities (Prevention) Act
Minister Amit Shah said on  rism, the Union Home Mi-  said the operation, which  erations against the net- The operation resulted (UAPA), the Bharatiya
Monday nister said coordinated  “ripped apart™ the [ISI work across multiple loca-  in detentions in Uttar Pra-  Nyaya Sanhita (BNS), the

According to a state- raids conducted by securi-  backed network, reflected  tions in 14 States and  desh 62 persons, Harvana, Arms Act, the NDPS Act
ment issued by the Union  ty forces on August 12 had the Narendra Modi govern-  recovered 1EDs, grenades 52, Delhi, 51, Punjab, 44, and the Explosive Sub-
Home Ministry, the Shah- thwarted plans by the net-  ment’s  “zero-tolerance”  bearing Pakistan Ordnance  Rajasthan, 15, Maharash-  stances Act,
zad Bhatti Network has work to carry out subver-  policy towards terrorism. Factory markings, pistols, tra, & and Uttarakhand, 5.
been linked to grenade at-  sive activities around Inde- The Union Home Minis-  live cartridges, and CCTV  Karnataka, Gujarat, and Bi-  INFLUENCER AT THE CENTRE
tacks, improvised explo- pen e Day. ter said security forces cameras allegedly used for har accounted for three »PAGES
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S, 9rgall AR eteee g 6t T (Cyber & Counter-Padicalization)

*  MHA Cyber Crime Coordination Centre (14C)¢3 av‘ﬁﬂ'y
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Soren scraps key examinations as
student protests rock Jharkhand

On the 24th day of protests, Jharkhand CM announces cancellation of JSSC-CGL exam as well as those held by blacklisted
TDPL since 2014; State is to implement reforms to ensure transparency; stir to continue over CBI probe, says student leader

Amit Bhelari
PATNA

harkhand Chief Mi-
J nister Hemant Soren

on Monday an-
nounced the cancellation
of the Jharkhand Staff Se-
lection Commission-Com-
bined Graduate Level
(JSSC-CGL) examination,
24 days after students and
job aspirants began a prot-
est over alleged irregulari-
ties in recruitment exams
in the State.

The decision was taken
during a four-hour emer-
gency Cabinet meeting.

Mr. Soren also an
nounced that all examina-
tions conducted since 2014
by TSR Data Processing
Private Ltd. (TDPL), a
blacklisted agency, will be
cancelled.

He said a committee will
be formed under senior
IAS officer Amitabh Kaush-
al to suggest reforms in the
conduct of examinations in
the State.

Hundreds of students

Resilient cheers: Protesters celebrate in Ranchi on Monday after
the Jharkhand CM’s announcement of exam cancellations. ANI

who have gathered at the
Jaipal Singh Munda Stadi-
um in Ranchi demanding
that the 2025 JSSC-CGL ex-
amination be cancelled ce-
lebrated the announce-
ment.

However, Ravindra Pas-
wan, leader of the JPSC-
JSSC Reform Manch, one of
the groups leading the
protest, said the agitation
would continue as their
key demand of a Central
Bureau of Investigation
(CBI) probe into alleged ir-

regularities had not been
met. “This is the first step
and first victory; our prot-
est will continue until the
CBI inquiry takes place in-
to the irregularities. The
demand for a CBI inquiry
has not been accepted yet.
We have won a major bat-
tle, but there is still more to
be done,” Mr. Paswan said.

Jharkhand Loktantrik
Krantikari Morcha leader
Devendra Nath Mahto,
who has been on a hunger
strike for the past 16 days,

said, "Congratulations to
all the protesting students,
and 1 also congratulate CM
Hemant Soren, who lis-
tened to our demands. The
most important thing is
that the investigation
should be conducted met-
iculously and every cor-
rupt individual involved be
apprehended. The master-
minds behind these gangs
must be caught.”

Earlier, addressing the
press, Mr. Soren said, “To-
day, we held a special Cabi-
net meeting to bring this
matter to a conclusion. Af-
ter considering all aspects,
we have decided to cancel
all examinations conduct-
ed by the TDPL, the results
published by the TDPL,
and the selection or part-
cipation of any candidates
through it. All activities un-
dertaken by the TDPL in
this regard have also been
cancelled. The Cabinet has
also decided to cancel the
JSSC-CGL exam.”

Mr. Soren added that
had the previously esta-

blished Standard Operat-
ing Procedures (SOPs)
been strictly adhered to,
such flaws would not have
arisen.

He noted that the State
government has enacted
stringent laws to curb mal-
practice in examinations
and is now set to imple-
ment several new reforms
in the examination process
to ensure complete tran-
sparency.

“Investigations by both
the SIT [Special Investiga-
tion Team] and the CID
[Crime Investigation De-
partment of the State pol-
ice] have revealed several
shocking facts. Since the
investigation is ongoing, it
is not possible to disclose
every detail openly... The
CID will investigate all ex-
aminations conducted
from 2014 to the present,”
Mr. Soren said.
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Changing Pattern of Pressure Groups

4478 «'fS\f'";i qtrFmi | —

lﬂ Sooad Mehua
b =ekes

Role of Social medig'in Democracy

A

Right to protest and Law & Order

. S
%* Article 19 (12,(_@ (b)

P\'O‘r%(’ &‘\%\L

. /
*%* Article 19

BNSS Section 163



SC orders fresh survey,

C

N

a2y

says no State can blockade
traditional elephant routes

Court directs Centre to hold a nationwide check and take steps to ensure the free passage of wild
elephant herds through their ancient corridors across States, seeks an update in eight weeks

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

he Supreme Court
I I Inn Monday direct
ed the Centre to

hold a nationwide check
and take steps 1o ensure the
free passage of wild ele-
phant herds through their
ancient cornidors  across
States without human will
or habitations blocking or
impeding their natural
routes.,

“No State can block their
[elephants] paths. Blockad-
ing elephant corridors is
not the solution to human-
animal conflicts. Elephants
travel across many States
One State cannot come in
their way and block their
traditional pathways. The
solutions to this [animal
human conflict] are alto-
gether different, and not
constructing  blockades,”
Chief Justice of India Surya
Kant said.

Justice Joymalya Bagchi,
on the threejudge Bench
with Justice V. Mohana, saxd
elephant pathways were
not  State-specific, and
herds travel far by nature.

A herd of elephants crossing National HMghway 17 at Boko on the
outskirts of Guwahati, Assam, FILE PHOTO

“Elepham corridors
have been obstructed, im
peded, blocked due o
some local factors, The Un
ion of India must conduct a
fresh survey and file a com-
prehensive report, which
would include the neces-
Sary steps taken to prevent
such obstructions,” Chief
Justice Kant ordered.

The court directed the
Union government to exa-
mine allegations that fire
balls, mashaals (fire-torch
es) and spikes are thrown at
wild elephants. In 2018, the
apex court had prohibited

the use of Aireballs, buming
rods, and spikes to chase
elephants and called it
“barbaric and illegal”,

The court also asked the
government to ensure the
implementation of the ban
of such measures by “hula’
parties to drive away wild
elephants from crops and
villages. Elephants are
Schedule | animals under
the Wild Life (Protection)
Act, 1972. They are consi
dered a vulnerable species
which receive absolute le-
gal protection,

Appearing for the

Centre, Additional Solicitor
General Aishwarya Bhati
agreed o conduct a nation:
wide survey and submit the
status report. Ms, Bhati
sought three months, but
the court said it would list
the case alter eight weeks
to check on progress.

‘No obstacles allowed'
“Construction of any kind
of obstacle or creating
blockades in elephant cor-
ridors is not acceptable, We
are very clear that there
cannot be obstacles in the
way of wildlife. No State
can say that just because
crops are getting destroyed,
they will have to construct
obstacles on their path,”
the Bench reiterated

Justice Bagchi sakd the
practice of using fireballs
and spikes in West Bengal
was prevalent because the
clephants came from Nepal
and through West Bengal
they went to Jharkhand and
other States. Chief Justice
Kant said there were ele
phants in the Yamunanagar
area of Haryana which tra-
vel to Uttarakhand and Hi-

machal Pradesh.
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3. ISR & ATHA HE&T FATTaal

arfasRuoT 31T =T (Infra Structure):mzﬁ, g+, @M (Mining) 3R forsteft & a1
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. Hﬂ'@m 31T et (Key Schemes & Policies)

Ureige UieTwhe (Project Elephant - 1992): € &% 81K
AT 3R TfAIRT (Corridors) T W1 33T, HHa-g1eft oy
%1 FH AT I ST BT % FHedT0T 1 A T T 2l
ufeTthe it (Elephant Reserves): SISiae UfeThe & dad a9l
WU H 30 | 3rfereh Uferthe fearal st foh i =k €, ST e
80,000 =7t fereTidier & 31fere & 5 %t 2

Tregtar farraa ot &6t A (2010): BT 3 Hiarr it SR e
T ST HATHYT T o foT0 BT A g1t T a1 T
fertrera w =i foram)

2. Wﬂ'{&ﬂ (Legal Protecpie
¢ TSI HIYUT ATYHE @ ‘ildlife Protection Act):

mﬂaﬁwuﬁrﬁwaﬁe@jﬂ edulel)ﬁT@TTﬁlT%I
ﬁmmﬁwmaw qEI W HerH
| G 3R W A 1 I 2

CITES 3R MIKE UTITH: WId S{q@ g a9gitd CITES #7
fewar 21 38 3rcmaT, Bt & Ay IR W TS @ & fou
YRd § MIKE (Monitoring the Illegal Killing of
Elephants) STITH & d&d &% 1324 (SH RIS, S9HTeA,
ufEmr, aeg 31fe) § ot wdt st 21
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Murmu gives —— #
assent to Bill
to rename

Press Trust of India

Kerala as =

President Droupadl Mur
mu has given assent to a
l( - - Bill to rename Kerala as
‘ r dnl Keralam, with the legisla-
tlon now becoming a law.,

The Lok Sabha had
passed the Kerala (Altera-
tion of Name) Bill, 2026, on
August 11, followed by the
Rajyva Sabha the next day.

In the Rajya Sabha, Mi-
nister of State for Home Af-
fairs Nityvanand Ral said
the State Assembly passed
a resolution In 2024, uwrg
ing the Centre to bring a
law to change the name of
the State to Keralam.

“The Bill provides that
the State of Kerala will be
known as the State of Kéga-
lam, and hence there is
proposal to rename the =
State of Kerala o Keralam ™
he said.

The Kerala government
had forwarded a resolution
passed by the State As-
sembly regarding the
name change to the Centre
in June 2024, Subseguent-
ly, President Murmu re-
ferred the Bill to the State
legislature for its views, fol-
lowing which the Assemb-
ly adopted a unanimous

resolution.
The Kerala (Alteration of \ (\ \
Name) Bill provides for the

&

*%* Part—1 Article 1-4

alteration of the State's
name and contains neces-
sary amendments to the
Constitution and conse-
quential provisions,
Amendments will be made
in the First Schedule by
modifying the name of Ker-
ala as Keralam in accor-
dance withh Article 3.



TS T ATH TSI ehi TiehdT HTo0T 3 — TS T TS U &=1/EHT/AT8 | aiEd
»  wusH fagas (Bill) U oRaT AT E * AT 3 % e WHE T ATRT (- H F ] 2
ST T 910 Fgai- &1 fauge weeatd hr fawror w & § o Torelt T9T O &1 ST hteh AT TS FTAT
o U9 R i wehar 2| * I T 3Tk TAT i THEATHRT T9T ST FET
o yrezufa oo i Rramaar & w aid # o Torelt TreT & Gwer ST FgTET
Teegfd 39 s Fi foramas &1 faers S e T e & o Tordt UeT & A% I 9T
oo ww fuifa @ 2 o forelt Trom <y Hiarent o uftads T
o T faumEaT AT T AT o fordt o & T W aftad &
fererrrara farerres o et ar faver 4 19 2 gt 2
wEeaquT: faeraT it T H6e T aTerER @l ard
o wae fadms afa w2
AT R TF9T 21 § foreraes uritd 2A1 s 21
AL

HHE © T 29 o a1g gt it Tfiefa ferdt 2 ot fie
=Y 1 99 e 9 9 9ed Srar 2|
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Black money in
elections hampers
democracy, says S

Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court ob-
served in a judgihent on
Monday that ridging the
electoral process from the
influence of blackgmoney is
a responsibility ofthe Elec
tion Commissioff of India
(ECI). “Black mogey in the
electoral proc Is one
such aspect thad compro-
mises democragy, rule of
Lw and the elegtoral pro-
cess itsell.” a hiudgment
authored by Jughce Sanjay
Karol noted
The top cou
timely investi
conclusion of
es relating to
il-gotten  mo
the elections.
It said the
by the individ
if ill-gotten
volved and
clouded by
monetary or
by promises s
nuine, oth
misleading.

called i
tions and
iminal cas-
ecovery ol
ey  during

oice made
1 is not free
mey 1s In
ther it s
atification,

etimes ge-
times

Compromises ppocess

Referring to setzury of cash
and assets during the elec
ton process, the
further said: “The authd
ty aflecting the selzure
must, within 24 hours, re-
port the same to the Dis-
trict Magistrate/Additional
District  Magistrate,/ Court
having competent jurisdic
tion along with written rea-
sons disclosing the prima

The Bench directed
High Courts to

ensure speedy trial
of election-rela
black money £as

tween the
asset seized
yected electo-

facie nexus
cash or oth
and the s
ral offenc

§ are regis-
1€ invgstigation ol
0) engusted with

F possible gndeavour to
omplete it wihin a year.
The orderfwas passed
by the Bench on a plea
filed by the Barnataka go-
vernment regated 10 the

204 Lok bha polls,
where  largegscale  black
money was gized during
elections Bellary
district.

Asking the Election
Commission pnd State go-
vernments § hle a com-
pliance athdgvit by Novem:-
ber 18, the
the 10 1o su
lv status r

wt regarding
zation to the

lance Teams find
$ in excess of 10
¢ during checks, infor-
mation should be forward-
ed 10 the Income Tax auth-
orities, the top court said
The Bench directed
High Courts to ensure
speedy trial of election-re
lated black money cases.

Youlube Homework




Committee/Provision qey ELE]

Goswami Committee, 1990 Electoral Reforms

Vohra Committee, 1993 = ﬁﬂ Q l }m‘gﬂmﬁiminal—Political Nexus
Indrajit Gupta Commlttee, State Funding of Elections

Law Commnssntn 170th ReportH Reform of Electoral Laws
NCRWC 2001 == “—Constitutional/Electoral Reforms
RPA Section 29A Political Party Registration

RPA Section 29 Political Contributions ==

RPA Section 29 ‘ Contribution Disclosure 5\
ECI/IEMS Party financial reporting

Electoral Bonds ——«~——eoooooooom—______ Political funding mechanism — struck down in 2024
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Why Adivasis are resisting the
Ken-BEtw |\er-lmking project

- -
—_— - -
. -
-t
e - -
- - -
- - - B
. - -—
» -
_ -
C -
~
e .-
- -
]
-
- v e P y
- . — .o
Ao Tvan e —-—
.
~ -
- —
— - ‘ -
- R
-
— — - - — —
p
- - )
‘a .
> = - . — )
_ -.= F —
-— - . . | —
) . - ) w8
it S
— - Fooghe & - s
. whuw B praes 5 ey
-~ [ . - > -
e - R T —
IR - (W v .
- ~—— S SRS W— - -
- ~ .
- - - - ke - -
- - .
4
- _ >e
m—— . -
» "
- s -
s < - -
. — - '
- S - - -
- ‘- —- - - - -l -
- - ' et ay -
o — - - - - — - e - - —
. — - - —
- - - -



h-siqaT fofeh IREATSHT (Ken-Betwa Link Project - *
KBLP) &l Tieht HE Yo¥T 3 30T Ue3T o e

S[ATES &5 o HATGaTH! FHST (S TS, ST, shict
3TTE) T T AN s Tl ¥ 39T foe oL 18 2

Te&q a1d (Key Highlights):
* ueg fAmi: MP & o e Aty {R T AfeEt

THE RO &t AATeTRaa feigati & areaw | e
S ” FTIa:

AHAT ST dhdl B h
[ — . o %aréq: E\T Iﬁalg qT;ﬁ

. &S U o faem (Large-Scale Displacement) = 100 ﬂ? : - e

. L® 62 TG ST ! U1 T T
2. T TSR a3 STers™ SiTTet (Loss of Forests Ce- 103 MW Seifrd 3aare
and Tribal LivelihGod) REURRIIENEE

3. T—Eﬁ'{? R&R) 9T gy * U TR A 1 ST 6,000 FFIT ST ST

4. 'ﬁw A aﬁt TTH T W (Violation of CEUI | ,
*  10-127I{dT % HE&I FY Y ATEETET URERT @

PESA and FRA) 7

e
5. ST §2aN i AR T T |
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Losing forest for trees

India is counting trees when it should be
restoring forests
performance audit by the Comptroller
and Andisor General (CAG) of the Green
Indlia Massion (Gl found that a
scheme conceived o fa's forests had,
across a decade, achieved almost nothing it set
Ouin 10 do Testesd of mprosing lorest gualny over
L4 milhon hectares, the mission only managed
0.1 milion - not even a tenth of the target. On
expanding forest cover, the mission barely
scraped together four per cent. The Compensato-
ry Afforestation Fund Management and Planning
Autharity (CAMPA) channels money collected
from industry for diverting forest land into affor-
estation, while the Mahatims Gandhi Natiosal Ru-
ral Employment Guarantee Scheme, now re
branded as VB-G RAM G funds rural wage hibour
that can be used for plancation and land restora
tion works, but GIM's intended convergence with
these schemes never materalised. The mission
wis one of the eight pillars of the National Acthon
Plan on Climate Change, unveiled in 2008, and
the instrument through which India promised
the Paris Agreement an addional carbon sink of
2.5 billion 10 3 billion sonmes by 2030. Tts ankmant:
ing idea was ecological - beodiversity, water, se-
questration, and the revival of habstat. GIM ho-
wever seems to be an the back burner and, for all
practical pur , replaced by a tree plantation
drive called "Bk Maa Ke Noam (A Tree in the
Name of M 1", Launched in 2024, the govern-
5 planting MO crore saplings so lar,
est forest data expose the gull between
and a forest. The India Stase of Forest Re-
port 20023 records a gain of 1,445 square kilo
metres in green cover but onldy 156 sg km of it is
true forest. The rest, 1,289 sq km, i "tree cover
outside recorded forests.” Within the recorded
forests, dense canopy 5 thinning o scrub, Er-
g0, India is planting more and foresting less
Few examples encapsulate this as much as the
controversy over the Aravallis. Arguably the
country's most degraded range - its hillocks
quarried away, its native growth overrun by the
imvasive “vilayati kikar’ (Prosopes juliffora) - it is
now 1o be rescued by a "Green Wall' of fresh
planting. But these arboreal conscripts cannot
undo the damage from years of maning, halt en
croachment, or summon hack an ecosyssem that
took millennda 1o form. Restoratkon Is not land
scaping. The CAGS instrument is acoountancy: it
can count hectares and rupees, not the worth of
a livingg forest; and s assessment cannot always
capture the practical challenges of implementing
misshons, However, its verdict still lands. A mis-
shan to restare India's forests has been allowed 10
wither while the state busies itself counging trees.
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U@ ERE 9T fH9TT (National Mission for a Green India -
GIM) ¥ €t @it Hecaqul 37 feigam srerTiar 39 ehm &:

1. S AT WATAS TeAT T 82 (Which Ministry?)
* WETEE: TR, 9 ST AT 9 HAER (Ministry of

Environment, Forest and Climate Change - MoEFCC)|

N AL

2. %qm/m@ﬁu%; FAAT 8?2 (Under Which Scheme?) &

e e T8 AAATY UREd UL AT T AT (\ ¥

(National Action Plan on Climate Change - NAPCC) & d&d

e eleEE e —" gl S

* ST ATSA: %@mm (Centrally Sponsored
Scheme)% ] S -ahs aﬁw—am%aﬁaa@rwﬁ%
(ATHT=T TS4T
90:10)

3. e & ?}" (thn

*  IIGHATA hi ARRE: 39 49 I
e R

) 9T 90 g1

¢ I AT ﬁ"gﬁﬂ'{ (10 Million Hectares Target):
o 5 Taferas gy -aH/sSIL STHIF 9T 99T 99 &7 (Forest
Cover) slgHT|
o 5 Tt gaean aftd (Degraded) 3R FHSIR SiTTell &
Bed I TUTET H FHT A
&Ta e 3T Ieawi | &Ht:
* I % FAar A& I [ FH % fog 2.5 7 3 faferaw
2T $CO 2$ o TR ATafeh st iR
HHIT 3T AATSitarenT ET (Community-centric
Approach):
*  STEl W R A el T 30 @RE (3 Million) IRERT
ol TH-SATETRA TSI 3R AT H IR H
« AU @9 W T AvTiheR T
*  FISHT sl AN A 3R gkl T s sferen o |
\/' I ETwH F Ty AfAfaat (JFMCs) 31 fear w2l
o aim-favmira sERoT (Convergence Mechanism):
o YA % AU % 3R 49 i JgM & fou 30 7@
(MGNREGA), &uT (CAMPA), 31 g & favm
St AT o WY SIS T F 1 IEaYH 2|
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The projects under the Electronics Compogent M;

parts that have not been manufactured bel

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

he Ministry of Elec-
Ttronics and Infor-
mation Technology

(MeitY) on Monday ap-
proved projects collective-
ly worth ¥7,877 crore for in-
centives under the
Electronics Component
Manufacturing  Scheme
(ECMS).

The projects include
several electronic parts
that have not been manu-
factured before in India, in-
cluding electrolyte addi-
tives, hermetic terminals
(used for defence-grade
sealed assemblies), metal-
ised films for capacitors,
and coils.

The ECMS has so far ap-
proved projects collective-
ly worth 169,548 crore,
and these will receive tur-
nover- or capex-linked in-
centives upon achieving
key milestones.

IT firm Wipro's lami-

Manufacturing Scheme (ECMS)

Products

IT Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw and Union MoS Jitin Prasada during

handing over of Approvals under ECMS on Monday. A

nates project had a ¥1,033
crore increase in project
value, which is reflected in
the project total shared by
the Ministry, leaving
16,844 crore in approvals
for fresh projects.

IT Minister Ashwini
Vaishnaw said that India
was “fully atmanirbhar”
(autonomous) in approved
projects’ planned supplies
of enclosures for devices,
relays (which are being ex-
ported also), anode mate-
rial, and optical transceiv-

ers. Laminates are being
produced at 80% of dom-
estic demand, with con-
nectors, lithium ion cells
and transducers at 75%,
60%, and 55% domestic
production respectively.
“We are yet to reach the
employment target [under
the scheme), but we will
reach that shortly,” IT Se-
cretary S. Krishnan said in
his remarks. “This is one of
the fastest moving pro-
grammes of the ministry
currently, with a large

acturing Scheme inc
India such as metalised films for capacitors

number of approvals com-
ing up every week. We
have a cadence where al-
most every week or 10 days
we have an approval meet-
ing where we sit down and
clear whatever proposals
we can bring out.”

“We have 10 States of
the country which are co-
vered in the applications
which are being currently
approved,” he added.

The tranche approved
on Monday includes pro-
jects in Himachal Pradesh,
Uttarakhand, Uttar Pra-
desh, Harvana, Gujarat,
Maharashtra, Goa, Karna-
taka, Tamil Nadu and Te-
langana. Tamil Nadu had
the highest approvals in
this tranche, with seven
project approvals,

“We expect that these
approvals will result in a to-
tal output of production of
182,243 crore, with an em-
ployment of close to
10,000 persons,” Mr.
Krishnan added.



* ECMS (Elc.gydﬁics Compénent Mangfacturing Scifefiic:
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India set for record soyoil
import on Russia-Ukraine war

Reuters
MUMBAI

India’s soyoil imports are
set to hit a record high in
August as competitive pric-
es prompt refiners to boost
purchases for festive de-
mand, while disruptions to

sunflower oil shipments
due to the Russia-Ukraine-

war push buyers to switch
oils, dealers said.

Soyoil imports inAugist

may rise to 6,220,000 me;
tric tonne, almost{ 46%

“above the average month
import 0f 4,24,549 tonne
so far in the current mar-
keting year which began in
November, said four trad-
ers involved in trade deals.
The traders did not wish to
be named in line with com-
pany policies.

‘2 po.y " ' &.‘-' B
Women remove weeds from
soybean crop in Bhopal, MP.

“Soyoil prices are very
competitive. At the same
time, there are disruptions
to sunflower oil shipments.
That is making soyoil even
more attractive,” said San-
deep Bajoria, CEO, Sunvin
Group, a Mumbai-based
vegetable oil brokerage.

In recent months, Rus-

sia and Ukraine have in-
creasingly targeted each
other’s port and maritime
infrastructure in and
around the Black Sea, dis-
rupting grain and vegeta-
ble oil shipments and re-
ducing export capacity.

Sunflower oil to drop
Russia and Ukraine ac-
count for most of India's
sunflower oil imports,
which may fall to 1,80,000
metric tonne in August,
the lowest since February
and down 28% from July,
dealers said. About
1,50,000 tonne of sunflow-
er oil originating from the
Black Sea and scheduled
for shipment in August and
September have been de-
layed because of the con-
flict, another dealer said.
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Trump orders scaling back of joint

military exercises with South Korea

Pentagon chief ordered to ‘substantially reduce’ the drills as it was too late to cancel them; US. President says military drills
send ‘inappropriate and hostile’ signal to North Korea; also claims South Korean President refused to help with Iran war

Agence France-Presse
SEOUL

.S President Donald
UTmmp said he or-

dered the Pentagon
to scale back “inappro-
priate and hostile” military
drills with South Korea,
hours before the exercises
began on Monday.

The U.S. leader cited his
“good relationship™ with
North Korean leader Kim
Jong-un in his latest rebuke
to long-standing alliances
with global partners.

South Korean officials
said the exercises had be-
gun as planned and that
they hoped the personal
chemistry between Mr.
Trump and Mr. Kim would
bring them back to talks.

Seoul’s Presidential of-
fice said it remained in
“close coordination” with
Washington over the
exercises.

Standing ready: U.S. soldiers seen near military vehicles at Camp
Humphreys in Pyeongtaek, South Korea, on Monday. AFp

The office “hopes that
the friendly relationship
between the leaders of the
United States and North
Korea will lead to meaning-
ful dialogue”.

North Korea has not res-
ponded publicly, although
it has previously voiced an-
ger at the regular joint ma-
noeuvres that take place in
the South.

The drills began as
American allies in East
Asia fret over North Korean
displays of weapons capa-
bilities and its growing
alignment with Russia, as
well as traditional backer
China.

“Based on my very good
relationship with Kim Jong
Un, of North Korea, | am
not happy with the fact

that the United States has,
long ago, agreed to partici-
pate in Joint Military Exer-
cises with South Korea,”
Mr. Trump wrote on his
Truth Social platform.

“These exercises are not
only costly, with much of
these costs paid for by the
United States of America
(as usual!), but send a sig-
nal that is totally inappro-
priate and hostile, to a
Country that, as long as
Donald J. Trump has been
President, has been un-
threatening and respect-
ful,” he said.

He took direct aim at
South Korea, writing: “1 re-
cently asked the President
of South Korea if they
would like to join us in the
Denuclearisation of the Is-
lamic Republic of Iran, and
they said, ‘No thanks!"™

Mr. Trump said he had
ordered Defence Secretary
Pete Hegseth to “substan-

tially reduce” the drills be-
cause it was too late to can-

cel them.

‘Inane decision’
Meanwhile, Jack Reed, the
top U.S. Senate Democrat
on military affairs, de-
scribed Mr. Trump’s order
as "inane”, and said China
and Russia were “watching
how easily this President
abandons America's
allies”.

“This is another inane,
haphazard decision by Pre-
sident Trump and his
chaotic administration,”
the Senate Armed Services
Committee ranking mem-
ber said in a statement.

The 1l-day Ulchi Free-
dom Shield exercises are
designed to prepare for a
possible war with North
Korea. Pyongyang, howev-
er, decries the drills as
dress rehearsals for an
invasion.
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