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EDITORIAL

Employment guarantee has slipped into limbo

ural workers are paying a heavy price
for the Union Government’s
ill-conceived tinkering with India’s
employment guarantee law. Indeed,
evidence is mounting of an unprecedented crash
in employment generation under the Mahatma

Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Jean Dréze

Act (MGNREGA) and its successor, the Viksit Independent scholar
Bharat-Guarantee for Rozgar and Ajeevika based in Ranchi,
Mission (Gramin) alias VB-G RAM G Act. Jharkhand

One aspect of this crash has been widely
noted: the 50% decline in employment
generation under VB-G RAM G in July 2026,
vis-d-vis MGNREGA in the same month last year.
The 50% estimate is actually based on a
premature figure of 7.7 crore person-days for July

2026. The latest figure is 8.3 crore, and the final Mohammad
figure is likely to be around 9 crore according to Zameer

the Ministry of Rural Development. But even if we Independent scholar
accept this anticipated total for July, the decline based in Ranchi,

vis-a-vis July 2025 would be above 40%, which is a Jharkhand
massive setback. VB-G RAM G

Misleading excuse has driven
The Ministry of Rural Development made a lame employment
attempt to attribute this setback to the fact that a guarantee into
few States explicitly suspended VB-G RAM G in the ditch

Employment decline in April-July 2026

Percentage change in person-days, April-July 2026 versus average of previous
two years (same months)

parts of July 2026 under Section 6 of the Act, but
this is the mother of all red herrings. For one
thing, these States account for a small share of
total MGNREGA employment, and the July 2026
decline looks much the same in proportionate
terms when these States are left out. For another,
the July decline is just the continuation of a crisis
that began earlier.

Some background may help. A Bill paving the
‘way for the replacement of MGNREGA with VB-G
RAM G was rushed through Parliament in
December 2025. The Rural Development Minister
announced, at that time, that the replacement
would take place on April 1, 2026. However,
nothing of the sort happened on April 1.
Evidently, the Ministry was not ready for the
transition. The Rules, in particular, had not been
framed. MGNREGA continued, by default.

On May 22, 2026, the Ministry released draft
'VB-G RAM G Rules for public consultation. These
Rules are mainly a rehash of MGNREGA rules and
orders. Release of the final Rules began at the end
of June, just on time for the official replacement
of MGNREGA with VB-G RAM G on July 1. VB-G
RAM G wage rates were also notified on June 30,
with a minimum norm of 300 per day — much
the same as the earlier MGNREGA norm of Z100
per day at 2009-10 prices.

The transition, the ground reality
During the first three months of this financial
year (April to June), confusion prevailed. To
paraphrase Gramsci, the old world of MGNREGA
‘was dying, and the new world of VB-G RAM G
was struggling to be born. In some districts,
MGNREGA functionaries refused to open new
works. In many areas, there was no MGNREGA
work at all. This was a serious lapse, as
MGNREGA is normally at a peak during these
summer months (a slack agricultural season in
large parts of India). The limbo continued in July
2026, when VB-G RAM G made a faltering start.
In 2024-25 and 2025-26, the first four months
of the financial year (April to July) accounted for
nearly 50% of annual employment generation —
128 crore and 119 crore person-days, respectively.
In 2026-27, however, MGNREGA and VB-G RAM G
generated only 70 crore person-days of
employment in the same months - a decline of
43% from the average of the preceding two years.

Andhra Pradesh -lom
Assam 7.7 w—
Telangana 9.2 —
Tamil Nadu -17 e—
Chhattisgarh -29 EE———
Keralam -32 ——
Bihar ~43.5 I——
Rajasthan -46.) —————————
Maharashtra -47.3
Gujarat -60
odisha -62.2
Karnataka -68.3
Madhya Pradesh -68.8
Uttar Pradesh 743
Haryana 75
Jharkhand <155
Punjab 769
Uttarakand -80

Himachal Pradesh -84.6
-9 80 -7T0 -60 -50 -40 -30 -20 < -10 ©
Source: Calculated from Report 5.1.4, MGNREGA and VB-G RAM G portals

Employ declined in all major States, but
the decline was far from uniform across States
(see chart). It was relatively small in a few States
(example, Andhra Pradesh, Assam and
Telangana), but larger than 40% in most States. In

% s NP

\t Honnakiranagi village in Kalaburagi district, Karnataka.
ARUN KULKARNI

10 out of 19 major States, the decline ranged
between 60% and 85%. States where employment
generation came to a virtual standstill in
Apriljuly 2026 include Madhya Pradesh, Uttar
Pradesh and Jharkhand, some of India’s largest
and poorest States.

This crash in employment is all the more
startling as the transition to VB-G RAM G was
supposed to lead to a huge increase in
employment generation. The VB-G RAM G
allocation in the 2026-27 Union Budget is 395,692
crore — alittle more than the actual MGNREGA
expenditure in 2025-26. The total VB-G RAM G
budget, inclusive of State contributions (40% of
the total for most States), was due to shoot up to
1.5 lakh crore or so — an increase of about 70%
vis-a-vis MGNREGA expenditure in 2025-26. With
wages more or less unchanged in real terms, one
would expect this enhanced budget to trigger a
big increase in employment generation. Instead,
the first four months of 2026-27 witnessed an
unprecedented crash.

An uncertain road ahead

It is, of course, too early to pass judgement on
VB-G RAM G. But the launch is certainly a damp
squib as things stand. The fact that employment
generation has been virtually nil for months in
some of India’s largest and poorest States is
particularly alarming.

The situation may improve in the next few
months, but it is hard to see how the projected
VB-G RAM G expenditure of ¥1.5 lakh crore in
2026-27 is going to materialise. Wage payments
may face serious problems too, with the
imposition of facial recognition at the worksite
and Centre-State cost-sharing. The outlook is
bleak.
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VB-G RAM G (Viksit Bharat - Guarantee for Rozgar and Ajeevika Mission
(Gramin) Act) ¥ 31 T S ATHIOT e 3T USTIR 1 2
36 AT/ T o ferea SR i d TS R

1. QT 9T (Background)

Ha TR 83: T8 foergsh d0e g0 fawsr 2025 AT for 7T 31K 1 S[eiTs 2026 9
TE QTR o TTHIOT &1 H g e TR T 1T T

TorEr AT SRt SR 3TE: 36 20 WA T WAET (MGNREGA - 2005) & i
=T (Repeal) Feh 3T T8 o 2

I TT HATAT AT T 8: 56 YT TR o TTHIOT freh T HoITet™r (Ministry of
Rural Development) T @=Tetd TR STT &7 &




2. 9 14T (Key Provisions)

PICDIE] Forawor

SEPY mauﬁw%ﬁaﬁﬁ 100 T3T o arwtrar 125 =t 1 M s1pere TR
TSATR (Unskilled Manual Work) it

Effﬁl‘ Fre ST (Farm gdlg A HTS (Sowing & Harvesting) é;w?iﬁmm%aﬁmuaﬁaﬁ 60 &1 aeh
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Season Pause)
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4 U &1 F (Priority . ( \.tY) e e n
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3. E'H'Elﬁﬁ'é!?{ Wﬂ'-‘-ﬁﬁ'ﬁ (Challenges) AT @Y E?

A. T W forfier aver (Fiscal Burden on States)

* 60:40 TTTA-ATSITRITT: 100% HeliT HSIgll HIET Ted B H TS FThRT T AR
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B. feforeet wat eash o et anead

°  STEMTEER T Al AT HEAT: RS SR AT TTHT &1 § T getie
FAorfordt 3T He 3T B o6 shiLo ATgll <hi BTiol &t el & e, forerd wrgdl
IEEERE] (Wage Delays) HESE

C. 60 T & &reh Ut W s
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D. SSTTH{eR ST AT Yerrad sht AiweRT

. QWGTS'WIT&’T %ﬁﬂﬂ DISE (Gram Panchayat autonomy) o ST ha T 3
TSI T T THeRdTSTl ol SaTa oI 7T =, FSTa® T TaX shl dicahlioreh SIedl ol
SUEAT B T SATIRT STATS 5T T 2

o fAsRd: VB-G RAM G IISHT 3T e TTHI0T YR | shalel STEATT TSR &7 e,
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HSTeId L 3h S B




TrfeTeR et (Prelims Practice Question)

o 1. 'ToswfEa IRa - TR R AR U AT TreRT fier (@mion)' [VB-G RAM
G| & Ged o fmferRaa st w faem hifs:

1. 3O HeTerT et s IrHior TSR TR AT (MGNREGA), 2005 T e
T ST T form B

2. 3H%h qed Yedsh ATHIVT TNET Rl Uk fore 1 a9 § &% | hH 150 faAT o THEha
ST SR 1 T T 2

3. USRI o qed APt ASTgl Afee G ATSHT hT AT 100% s SRR G
T ol ST
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2. 799 gl (Mains Practice Question)

qA:

* "ETA & H AW FRAT T VB-G RAM G ST Shaet AeiTR 3 & a<id
Tt FaETEt gter o Fwior i 3R Ues 9T ageTer ST 81 BTetifen, Ul o
ToTU ARTA-\TSITERIT (Cost-Sharing) 3T AehTeh! STEAATE R THTT
FHIIT-AT H FAHTAT UaT ol TRl 51" THIAT BT (250 9753 / 15 31<F)
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SC to quash FIRs against student protesters

Top court agrees to invoke Article 142 to quash
cases filed against students over NEET protests

Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

he Supreme Court
T on Tuesday agreed
to use an excep-

tional power under Article
142 of the Constitution to
quash first information re-

ports (FIRs) registered
against  students  who
joined the nationwide

protests against NEET-UG
paper leaks that led to the
resignation of Dharmendra
Pradhan as Union Educa-
tion Minister and com-
pelled the government to
introspect.

Seeking a list of FIRs in
which only students were
named, Chief Justice of In-
dia Surya Kant, headi g a
threejudge Bench, s
“We will quash these Rs
by invoking Article 142,
FIRs involving elements
with serious criminal ante-
cedents would be decided
subject to discussion in
court”, “But unless we
have a list of these FIRs,
how will we quash them?”
the Chief Justice asked.

Solicitor-General Tush-
ar Mehta, appearing for
the Centre and the Delhi

Police, said the police
would confine their inves-
tigation to 2,873 persons
with  “serious criminal
background” who were
identified at the protest
site. He said these persons
cluded history-sheeters
facing serious charges, in-
cluding murder, rape, and
child sexual abuse. Howev-
er, advocate Vrinda Grover,
defending students’ right
to protest, pointed out that
the Delhi Police have not
disclosed details regarding
any of the FIRs.

The Bench said it would
form a high-powered panel
to examine the issues over
the NEET-UG protests, and
invited suggestions from
the advocates appearing in
the case.

“FIR details not shared’
Ms. Grover, the advocate
representing students, said
the national capital’s pol-
ice have not shared even
the FIR numbers despite
promising to take no ac-
tion against students and
youngsters who protested
peacefully. Protests in Del-
hi, which triggered agita-
tions across the country,

Court is to form panel to examine protest issues;
police yet to disclose list of FIRs, say petitioners

are students

TUSHAR MEHTA, Solicitor- General

led to a police crackdown
on July 20 in which pellet
guns and tear gas were al-
legedly used.

Justice Joymalya Bagchi
said the state cannot refer
to “undesirable elements”
in “generic” terms. “You
have to at least identify
them,” Justice Bagchi .

“We have identified
2,873, The rest are stu-
dents,” Mr. Mehta replied.

Advocate Rizwan
Ahmed, appearing for re-
tired Air Force officer Man-
ish Kumar Solanki, who
has blamed the organisers
of the NEET-UG protests,
including the Cockroach

Q We will quash these FIRs
[naming only students| by
imvoking Article 142,
elements with serious criminal
antecedents would be decided
subject to discu
SURYA KANT, Chief Ju

QQ We have identified
2873 |persons with

criminal antecedents). The rest

IRs imvolvi

1court
ice of India

Janta Party, for the July 20
violence, objected to the
court’s proposed move to
quash the FIRs against stu-
dents. Asking if this would
be a “one-off” or was the
court setting a precedent,
he said the students had
not expressed a “shred of
remorse or regret”.

“The moot question
here is whether the Parlia-
ment march was lawful or
unlawful? The answer s, it
is unlawful,” he submitted.

Senior advocate N. Ha-
riharan, on the petitioners’
side, said Mr. Ahmed
seemed to ask the question
and answer it as well.

Police’s use of
facial recognition
under SC scrutiny

NEW DELHI

After a Delhi Police affidavit
admitted the use of facial
recognition system (FRS)
during the NEET-UG protests in
“legitimate state interest’, the
Supreme Court on Tuesday
said it will examine the
“proportionality” of system’s
deployment. » PAGE 4

“The criminality of the
protest has to be seen from
the purpose for which the
students were gathered
there. Let us not forget
their right under Article 19
[right to speech and dis-
sent],” Chief Justice Kant
addressed Mr. Ahmed.

The CJI said the court
would protect the students
“so long as they did not in-
tend to violate the law, so
long as’ they wanted to
hold a protest in a peaceful
and lawful manner and
raise their voice with res-
pect to certain demands
which they expected the
authorities to hear”,

The court said there was
a clear distinction between
cases involving peacefully
agitating students and
those against criminals
who infiltrated the protest
tospread violence.

Legitimate expectations
“This is a question of the
life and future of thou-
sands of innocent stu-
dents. Their parents spend
hard-earned money for
their edueation. They have
a future. They have legiti-
mate expectations from
the system... We have to
build up their confidence
in the system. That is the
real foundation,” Chief Jus-
tice Kant observed.

The Bench sought sug-
gestions from petitioners
for framing issues to be ex-
amined by the committee
while noting that allega-
tions of police officers sex-
ually molesting women
protesterswould be looked
into urgently by the panel
for further legal action.

Senior advocate Gopal
Sankaranarayanan, for the
petitioners, said the Delhi
Police affidavit did not
spare a single mention

Solicitor-General says police will confine probe to
the 2,873 with ‘serious criminal backgrounds’

about any internal or admi-
nistrative action  taken
against police personnel al-
legedly captured on social
media molesting women
protesters.

“The affidavit has an ad-
mission of _plainclothes
policemen present, with-
out name tags. Once you
start indulging in lhese
kinds of disgusting ac
ties, some responsib
should be put on in
duals who are at the hcad
of such chain of actions,”
Mr.  Sankaranarayanan
submitted.

Senior advocate Shadan
Farasat asked why the state
had not taken legal action
against  these  police
personnel.

“We will frame issues
which the high-powered
committee proposed
would go into. This would
include issues the commit-
tee should go into urgently.
The order would be out to-
morrow,” the Chief Justice
assured,

Ms. Grover, backed by
Mr. Hariharan, said there
ought to be a woman in the
committee as the issues al-
so concerned them.
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HEAquT a2l

FIR (First Information Report / TH =T ﬁﬁ'&) forelt w3
3TIUY (Cognizable Offence) T T IESERTY Elﬁ_"l'g g forfea o
St ToRAIT ST ST TR STITRIeRTe: STt 2T 31 36k a1 &l &
AT ATH T T STTer SR YT &1 St 2

1. FIR % eTieh (Legal) STaemT

AT TG, T |igat (BNSS, 2023) - &IRT 173:
(3 7 CrPC, 1973 %1 R 154)

T YT hadT & foh St oft forel) Tgr srurer (wiefi S7orer S g,
SATCRR, Shell) 3h1 =T fHerd! €, dt gferd sAfererr %l i FIR &

HET B

Zero FIR: fifea safh foreft oft o & (3R erawrer foreft off gemmer
TAT ) FIR ISt 0 HohaT 2| 1S H AT Hel R o ot ZFEH 3t
IERISIGIR

e-FIR (SNSRI eAT): BNSS o T8q seiag e €’
(WhatsApp/Email/Portal) F T Y ﬂ"fFlfl’rlTaGTW%, 5@ 3
Tet o et TeTefia shteh got fohaT 1T |iehalT 2

U ShdT T TR FIR 31 T Sf (Copy) Rishmrderdl &1 gt
HAN forespet 7 & S

2. BT (Constitutional) ITTLTT

FIR <t 9fsham Tt dfarerms & Hifetes 21fereh il (Fundamental
Rights) & €td 1 &
Wﬂ (STTOT 3R SfEeR Tarc=ra ot SAfereRT):
ATAAT FHRT TATH I TSI TR (2014): e
AT = SHHe fem o foh w3 7o oht e e T
FIR &St &1 qfor o foTg a1f3amet (Mandatory) 21 FIR
T &S AT AT o Sfa 37T AR Tl o AR
(Article 21) =T SeeioM 2
ATTBT 14 (FHAT T ATARR): Ig G a1 8 foF FT &
Tt gt T 8, 3R forelt off i <t freprara ox fomm femeft
e o e ST Y& B =)
ATo0T 22 (PR & w@Reom): FIR &St 8 31K ST % 18 A
foret st ot o T3 STTaT ®, o 39 24 5 & it afsde &
T 9T AT AT R
TR W: FIR T ST ot URelt Tt 81 Jemfeh €9 & I8 BNSS
1 & 173 310 B 2t 8, s wdente €9 6 9% Tiees
21 o T&d TR o STFRISHRT ST Ta1T et 2
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[

FIR Quash (FIR T S{MT) T 379 2 218 I (High Court) gRT foreft
HTIT WA | &1 26l 7T Terd FomT Rute (FIR) 1 AT &0 &
Tt TE FHTH AT @IS L ST

STeT BTS h1e. fohet FIR o1 1€ (Quash) 3 a7 ©, T 30 A0 § ST
W%WW@WW (Investigation) WWWT%@TH
©eH Bl ST 2

. FIR Quash f3& T % @&a grar 82

AT AT, GRaT |fgat (BNSS, 2023) - &IRT 528: (74 & CrPC,
1973 %1 &7 482)
*  IT YIEYM TS IS i fHigd wifth (Inherent Power) qare

H@F%ﬁ@ﬁwﬁﬁ%wﬁlﬂ?jaﬂw (Abuse of
Process of Law) 7 B 3T =T (Justice) {lﬁlﬁﬂﬁ ToraT ST Tl

HTUT T STT=T 226: Tt AR (Writ Petition) IR e T

TcTeh SRR o & AT It shl TeTd SHRATS o SATER T FIR T

TS ST Eehell 2|

&1 &: FIR Quash T aﬁsﬁr{éﬁam‘aﬁé (High Court) J1

ﬁﬁ'ﬂiﬁ’é (Supreme Court) % 9T gIdT &, f=refl 7eterd (District

or Sessions Court) & 9TE Te|

W Hfe o1 ST To0q 142 (Article 142) Fai=d =T
(Supreme Court) ! &t TS e foRy SrETeer wie 7, S
ITCTAd ol fohd off gy "U;Ui‘ TI" (Complete Justice)
A T BT T B

arfe fopet} ATt & TSR S wtE AR § A IS T FEH AN
T B, 1 S| RIS AT 142 T TANT sk THT TR AT
Tesht ST ot wohart & foreet difed wat =t qu = firer weh)

1. 877505 142 %1 H&T @@HAT (Main Structure)

31':!3@3 142 %ﬂ'@q‘&qﬁ?ﬁ AT (Sub-sections) &

FATTDT 142(1): Tt H1E 370 9 AT (pending) Toreft ot
A H U =T A o o ST SRR ST 3t HehdlT 2
3 34':!)@71’ % qed feam TR TS ‘7|3 Wﬁ?l’l”[\(enforceable)
g gl

HTSDT 142(2): 39 Ted GofH e i forelt =afr i sufeera
B % foTT T 99, SEqTast §1TH, AT 3TTed ht TaHHAT
(Contempt of Court) 3T STl/&sIT éﬁﬁt@‘ﬂﬁﬁm%l
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Almost 2,000 Jharkhand
employees stuck in limbo
after govt. cancels exams

Amit Bhelari
PATNA

A day after the Jharkhand
Staff Selection Commis-
sion-Combined Graduate
Level (JSSC-CGL) examina-
tion and other recruitment
tests were cancelled in res-
ponse to a weeks-long agi-
tation by hundreds of prot-
esters in Ranchi, the
outrage of those on the flip
side of the decision started
to emerge on Tuesday.

Candidates who had
successfully cleared the ex-
ams and are now govern-
ment employees staged a
protest outside the Cabinet
Secretariat on Tuesday.

The cancellation of ex-
ams by the Jharkhand go-
vernment has affected
1,975 employees, many of
whom were stopped by the
police from entering their
workplaces at the Secreta-
riat. The id that they
have not received any not-
ice from the government
barring them from enter-
ing offices or regarding ter-
mination from jobs.

The employees pointed
out that they had become
virtually jobless overnight
following the govern-
ment’s decision. Many al-
leged that the government
had cancelled the exami-
nations without hearing
their side, and threatened
to take legal action against
the decision.

The Jharkhand govern-
ment has not only can-
celled the JSSC-CGL exam
but also all other exams
conducted by the tainted
agency, TSR Data Process-
ing Private Limited (TDPL),

!

Employees gather outside the Secretariat in Ranchi on Tuesday. P11

since 2014. Chief Minister
Hemant Soren announced
the decision on Monday
night, following a special
Cabinet meeting.

Seek fair probe

One affected employee
said that he had even given
up jobs in other depart-
ments, including those un-
der the Union government,
to work in his home State.

“We had passed the ex-
am as part of the selection
process, secured appoint-
ments, and were already
serving on post. The can-
cellation of the exam has
put both our jobs and our
futures in darkness,” said
another employee shout-
ing slogans against the
government.

Another protester said,
“If any irregularities did
happen during the exami-
nation, a fair investigation
should be conducted, and
action should be taken
against those found guilty.
It is unfair to hold the en-
tire examination_and all
the candidates appointed

through it responsible for
the alleged irregularities.
We should be allowed to
present our side. We urge
the government to recon-
sider the decision.”

The decision was taken
after hundreds of students
gathered at the Jaipal Singh
Munda Stadium in Ranchi
for 24 days, alleging irregu-
larities in the JSSC- CGL ex-
am, demanding its cancel-
lation and an inquiry by
the Central Bureau of In-
vestigation (CBI).

The JPSCJSSC Reform
Manch continues its prot-
est at the venue. Its leader
Ravindra Paswan told The
Hindu: “We are waiting for
the official notification or
the press release from the
government site regarding
whatever decision the go-
vernment has taken after
the special Cabinet meet-
ing. We want to see the list
of all examinations w
have been cancelled so
that the situation becomes
clear. Our demand of the
CBI inquiry is still
pending.”
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BRICS calls EU’s carbon
tax ‘punitive, unilateral’

Ministers say it could undermine efforts of developing countries to address climate change; they

urge developed nations to honour financial commitment agreed to at 2025 UN climate conference

Jacob Koshy
NEW DELHI

RICS countries on
BTuesday opposed
what they de-

scribed as “unilateral, pun-
itive, discriminatory and
protectionist” climate
measures, including the
European Union’s Carbon
Border Adjustment Me-
chanisms (CBAMs), while
calling for a significant in-
crease in international
funding to help developing
countries adapt to climate
change.

The positions were con-
tained in the joint state-
ment adopted at the 12th
BRICS Environment Minis-
ters’ Meeting in New Delhi,
held under India’s chair-
ship. The Ministers specifi-
cally said that carbon bor-
der measures such as
CBAMs could “undermine
developing countries’ ef-
forts to address climate
change and build
resilience”.

The statement comes as
the European Union’s
CBAM entered its definitive
phase from January 1 this
year. The mechanism re-

s G NS YIWSTT =R
Union Minister Bhupender Yadav at the 12th BRICS Environment

Ministers’ Meeting in New Delhi on Tuesday. ANI

quires importers of car-
bon-intensive  products,
consisting of iron and steel,
aluminium, cement, fertil-
izers, hydrogen and elec-
tricity, to account for the
carbon emissions associat-
ed with their production.
The EU says the measure is
intended to prevent “car-
bon leakage” — the shifting
of carbon-intensive pro-
duction outside the bloc
because of differences in
climate policies.

Significant exposure

India is among the coun-
tries with significant expo-
sure to the mechanism,

particularly through its
steel exports. A recent ana-
lysis found that iron and
steel account for about
90% of India’s exports to
the EU that fall within the
CBAM framework. A June
2026 analysis in Nature Cli-
mate Change, based on
shipment-level trade data
and facility-level emissions
estimates, found that high-
emission Indian steel firms
had reduced their export
quantities and revenues to
the EU during the CBAM
reporting phase, while
lower-emission firms main-
tained their export levels.
The BRICS position the-

refore comes as the EU and
India move to implement a
free trade agreement nego-
tiated earlier this year,
while Indian exporters
face the additional carbon-
related compliance re-
quirements in the Euro-
pean market.

Hike adaptation finance
The Ministers also called
for an urgent increase in
adaptation finance from
developed countries. They
said support should be
“new, additional, predicta-
ble, adequate and accessi-
ble”, and should be provid-
ed through grants and
concessional finance with-
out increasing the financial
vulnerabilities of develop-
ing countries. They urged
developed countries to
meet the commitment
agreed at the 2025 UN cli-
mate conference to triple
adaptation finance to deve-
loping countries by 2035.
Adaptation finance is
used to help countries and
communities cope with cli-
mate impacts, including
measures to strengthen
water security, agriculture,
infrastructure, and so on.

YouTube Homework

IUT ASh (Sherpas Meeting)

oo vl v Seen (Foreign Ministers' Meeting)
Tt o i S5 (Energy Ministers' Meeting)
TTEey vzt it S5k (Health Ministers' Meeting)
Torer vzt < SR (Education Ministers' Meeting)
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HINI cases on the rise, experts say no cause for alarm

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

Several States are record-
ing a spike in HINI cases,
among other influenza-like
illnesses, viral fevers, and
respiratory  tract infec-
tions. Experts say there is
no cause for alarm, but ad-
vise that children with
asthma and other chronic
conditions might require
special intervention.

The HINI virus, com-
monly known as swine flu,
is a subtype of influenza A,
and can cause respiratory
illness, with symptoms in-
cluding fever or chills,
cough, sore throat, a runny
or blocked nose, hea-
dache, tiredness, and mus-
cle or body aches. In some
cases, patients may also ex-
perience vomiting and
diarrhoea.

Delhi has recorded a
sharp rise in HINI cases,
with over 1,300 infections
reported this monsoon
season — nearly six times
higher than the same pe-
riod last year.

The national capital had
recorded 1,344 HINI cases
by early August, compared

with 229 cases during the
corresponding period last
vear. Government hospi-
tals have set up separate
isolation wards, and health
officials have urged vulner-
able groups, including chil-
dren and older adults, to
take extra precautions.
Special wards have been
set up at hospitals to man-
age the surge in cases.

A Brihanmumbai Muni-
cipal Corporation (BMC)
official also said cases had
gone up compared with
last year, with Mumbai re-
cording 309 cases between
June 1 and August 15 this
vear, compared with 72
cases during the same pe-
riod in 2025,

Limited testing
Bengaluru doctors say they
are seeing a noticeable rise

in influenza-like illne
ral fever, and respiratory
tract infections among
children. Doctors have also
confirmed HINI cases,
though testing is restricted
to children with severe or
persistent symptoms and
those with severe acute
respiratory illness.

At the State-run Vani Vi-
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E S
The HINI virus, commonly
known as swine flu, can cause
respiratory illness.

las Women and Children
Hospital, paediatrics head
Chikkanarasa Reddy P.S.
said respiratory com-
plaints and fever account
80% of the daily
out-patient
load, so only children with
more aggressive symptoms
are being tested. In Benga-
luru’s  Clarence  High
School alone, over 500
cases of influenza-like ill-
ness have been reported,
with two confirmed cases
of HINI among students,
sparking concerns about
transmission in classrooms,
and other crowded indoor
settings.
At the Indira Gandhi In-

stitute of Child Health, di-
rector Narendra Babu said
the hospital was seeing a
steady flow of viral fever
cases and  confirming
around two to three HINI
cases a day among those
tested.

Private sector paediaf
cians are reporting a shar-
per rise. Vikas Satwik, se-
nior  paediatrician  and
neonatologistat  Mother-
hood  Hospitals,  said
school-going children ac-
count for a substantial
share. Sujatha Thyagara-
jan, lead and head of pae-
diatric intensive care and
paediatric emergency at
Aster Women and Children
Hospital, said HINL and
other influenza A infec-
tions were rising earlier
than the usual seasonal
pattern.

“Early testing needed’

In Chennai, LK. Reddy, a
senior paediatrics consul-
tant at Apollo Children's
Hospital, said they have
been seeing cases of HINI
among children for the
past two weeks, with a
slight rise in cases this
week. He advised that chil-

dren suspected of having
influenza should be tested
within 24 to 48 hours of de-
veloping symptoms. Anti-
flu drugs are more effective
if started in the first few
days of fever. Government
doctors also confirmed
they are seeing patients
with symptoms of flu-like
illness, but since routine
testing for HINI is not con-
ducted at government hos-
pitals, difficult to classi-
fy them.

Janani Sankar, medical
director at the Kanchi Ka-
makoti CHILDS Trust Hos-
pital in Chennai, said:
“Most of the children are
managed as outpatients.
Some of them with ex-
treme fatigue, severe body
pain, and lack of oral in-
take needed hospitali
tion. We are yet to see chil-
dren with HINL”

Ravinder Nayak, Telan-
gana's Director of Public
Health and Family Welfare,
said the number of HINI
cases in the State was low-
er than in the correspond-
ing period last year.

Vijay Kumar, superin-
tendent of Niloufer Hospi-
tal, Tel 's State-run

tertiary care centre specia-
lising in maternal, neona-
tal, and paediatric medi-
cine, said the hospital had
seen an increase in outpa-
tient consultations for viral
fevers from June to August,
but there has not been any
significant rise in HINL or
influenza cases so far.

Influenza’ A has been
rampant in Kerala for the
last three months. Cases
began to spike in May, with
526 cases and six deaths,
and increased through
June (2,050 cases, 26
deaths) and July (2,899 cas-
es, 31 deaths). There have
been 1,476 cases and 21
deaths reported so far this
month, tll August 17. Cum-
ulatively, there have been
7,421 cases and 88 deaths
caused by influenza in Ker-
ala this year, with almost
all the fatalities seen in pe-
ople over 50 years of age.

(With inputs from Bindu
Shajan Perappadan in Del-
hi, Snehal Mutha in Mum-
bai, Afshan Yasmeen in
Bengaluru, Serena Jose-
phine M. in Chennai, Sidd-
harth Kumar Singh in Hyd-
erabad, and Maya C. in
Thir H
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*  HIN1 (¥9739 % / Swine Flu) Teh YR shT HshHeh AT
S (Respiratory Infection) &, ST 37#TUST A (Influenza
A) TREH % T & o HHT &Il 2l

ﬂ@‘%l‘g’ (Key Facts)

° YT HATE? IS Uk & WWE\(Respiratory Disease) &l
TEAT S 2009 H $HHT SIST TehIT §AT T, 5k st WHO o
Eﬁtl%THT’?f (Pandemic) v fomam em| Hel Jg Ush HIT
W % (Seasonal Flu) sht a8 M oLl 8l

* U WeTAT §? I WA SATH o Siohd, TG, 3T 3o Tt
(Surfaces) I P o STE He/ATeh B U Teh $H U g8 0 H
St & Yot B
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QUESTION CORNER

Helicase: the DNA separator

Vasudevan Mukunth

elicase is an enzyme that
l—l unwinds the two strands of DNA

so that the cell can copy the
genetic information stored in them.

DNA is normally a double helix, i.e.
two long strands held together by bonds
between bases on each strand, spiralling
around each other. When a cell divides,
it needs to make a copy of the DNA,
which requires these strands to be
separated.

Helicase does this. First, the enzyme
attaches to a particular region of DNA
and moves along the molecule. It uses
energy from ATP — the cell’s main
chemical energy source — to change its
shape and force apart the two DNA
strands. As it travels, the bonds between
the bases on bases on each strand are
broken.

The result is a Y-shaped region called
the replication fork, where the two
strands are exposed, much like a zipper
separates two parts on a clothing item
into a Y shape.

However, DNA tends to become
increasingly twisted ahead of the
replication fork as helicase moves along
it.

Other enzymes called topoisomerases
relieve this twisting and prevent the DNA
from becoming tangled or breaking.

Once helicase has separated the
strands, other replication machinery can
use each exposed strand as a template

An illustrated view of the helicase protein in
Escherichia coli bacteria. PHOEBUSST (CC BY-SA)

to make a new complementary strand.

In a recent study in Nature
Communications, scientists from the U.K.
found how cells make sure they start
copying DNA only at the right time: a
molecular safety catch keeps the copying
machine inactive until a chemical signal
releases it.

N

For feedback and suggestions
for ‘Science), please write to
science@thehindu.co.in with the
subject ‘Daily page’
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* RfcTohs (Helicase) T 9igd & HecaqUl GATSH (Enzyme) 2,
St et Sfifera Sftat § Shuae (DNA) 371 SRTAT (RNA) Fr
G T Wi T hTH LT 2

3 STEEHIRTHHAT HT "HTAFRIER TSR (Molecular
Zipper) ¥l %21 ST 2

FfcTehs T & s (Function)

* DNAI WE%‘T (Unwinding DNA): DNA @hl ¥
T W21 88 €1t (Double Helix) st 038 BIaT 2l Sfctehst 560
TIA-LEEE DNA o o< o+ 313@3? El"'l-_{{5[ (Hydrogen
Bonds) I TIEH GHT TSH ol STTT-STHT (Unzip) 3 3T 2

* Dﬁgﬁl‘ u Hee (DNA Replication): STsl EAMEICARCE IS
TIRL TS hIINTRT ST BT 8, O giciohst DNA %l @iddl &
dTfeh DNA Polymerase USITSH 73T DNA Q‘&'EFIT Toh|
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The U, been emboldened to make

|m|mm.m;. demands on India
he latest accusation levelled by the Unit-
T ed States against India has the potential
to be the most harmful to the Indian eco- [ ] USTA 1 974
nomy. A recent White House report, naming -
around 40 countries in all, has said that India
ranks among the top ‘enablers’ of Chi
of US. tariffs. The accusation is tha - .
these other countries are importing Chinese Sectlon 301
goods, making minor modifications to them, and
then exporting them to the U.S. at lower tariffs
than what Chinese goods would have faced. The
fact that Chinese imports form a significant pillar
of Indian manufacturing is no secret. Yet, the na-
ture of these imports is slowly changing. India is
gradually moving away from importing finished
products, making cosmetic changes, and selling
them. Instead, the share of intermediate goods in
Indian imports from China has been steadily ris-
ing. That is, India is doing much of its own as
sembly and manufacturing in several sectors
now, relying on China and other countries for the
parts needed. This shift is an important step to-
wards full-scale manufacturing in India. The US.
has not yet announced punitive actions based on
its assessment of apparent Chinese tariff evasion,
though that eventuality is conceivable. However,
should it do so, India must resist bowing to U.S.
pressure on this issue. As even the government
has admitted, Chinese imports right now are an
important part of the Make in India story.
The fear of India bowing to U.S. pressure is
based on precedent. In his first term as U.S. Presi-
dent, Donald Trump railed against India’s tariffs
on high-end motorcycles. In 2018, India cut these
tariffs to 50% from the earlier 60%-75%, and then
cut them further to 40% in February 2025, before
trade deal talks had even started. Similarly, it
slashed the import duties on shrimp feed and
components in the February 2024 Budget, a ki
ask of the U.S. It did the same with tariffs on fro-
zen duck and turkey. The pressure of the 5
punitive tariffs pushed India to diversify away
from Russian oil, despite India’s strident claims
of energy sovereignty and the discount it was re-
celving. Russia’s share in India’s oil imports fell to
below 20% in January 2026, from nearly double
that when the 50% tariffs were imposed six
months earlier. This had happened with Vene-
zuelan oil in 2019 as well. It was the West Asia cri-
sis, and the L temporary reprieve, that has
seen India turning back to Russian oil. Allowing
FDI in the e-commerce inventory model, as India
recently did, was something Amazon had been
lobbying for for a decade, and a di
long-held stance. The U.S. can wield immense
pressure and so concessions are understandable.
But that has emboldened it to make increasing
demands. India needs to start pushing back




Beyond America

Arab states can no longer depend on
the US. for their security needs

onald Trump’s threat to bomb Oman, a
D long-standing American ally in the Per-
an Gulf, reflects both his administra-
tion’s deepening frustration with the war against
Iran and Washington's declining influence in the
region. This is the second time that the U.S. lead-
er has threatened to attack Oman, which hosted
talks between Washington and Tehran before he
launched the war on February 28. When Mr.
Trump backed down from a threatened escala-
tion after 13 days of bombing on Iran in July, he
said the U.S. and Iran were close to a deal on reo-
pening the Strait of Hormuz, which was closed by
Iran after it was attacked. But Iran never said that
it had agreed to a deal with the U.S. over the Strait
and instead issued several demands, including
releasing frozen funds and issuing sanctions re-
lief, as preconditions for any agreement. Ever
since, Oman, under U.S. influ has been talk-
ing to [ran seeking a settlement. As Iran, which
survived two rounds of 11.S. bombings, refused to
offer major concessions, the U. frustration
with Oman has deepened. Mr. Trump has repeat-
edly claimed that the Strait of Hormuz was ope
but traffic through the waterway, through which
one-fifth of the world’s seaborne oil passed be-

fore the war, is nowhere near its pre-war levels.
The war has raised questions about Ameri

had built military bases across the Persian Gul
However, Tehran has turned these bases into a
liability by repeatedly striking them and their
hast countries. At least 15 American bases,
cluding the Fifth Fleet Headquarters in Bahrain,
are either damaged or destrayed, which has sub-
stantially reduced the U.S.'s strategic presence.
But Mr. Trump does not seem to grasp the se-
riousness of the situation. Instead of reassuring
the allies, he is now threatening to bomb them
because they are not able to deliver on his push
for a face-saving deal with Iran. From day one of
the war, his threats and rhetoric did little to ad-
vance Ame 's strategic goals or deter Iran. But
Mr. Trump, stuck deep in the Persian sands, ap-
pears unable to change tack. Whether he ack-
nowledges America’s growing limitations in West
Asia or not, coun in the region confront a
new strategic reality: the foundations of the old
security architecture have been shaken. In their
hour of need, American bases have turned out to
be a liability. They should also recognise that the
decades-old policy of containing Iran has failed.
To ensure their own security and regional stabil
ity, the Persian Gulf countries need to look
beyond the American security umbrella and lay
the foundations for a new regional order, shaped
by a cold peace between the Arab states and Iran.
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PM CARES donations have dropped, and utilisation is abysmal

The corpus of PM CARES grew by 26% in two years despite drop in donations due to accr

terests. However. utilisation of the funds has reduced

DATA

Pon Vasanth B.A,

he audited financial state-
T ments of the Prime Minis-
ter’s Citizen Assistance

Transparency deficit

The delays in the release of financial statements were calculated
using Internet Archive and the metadata available in the official
website of PM-CARES Fund

and Relief in
(PM-CARES) Fund, released for
the financial years of 2023-24 and
2024-25 after a delay of two years,
showed that donations had
dropped and the utilisation of
available funds was abysmally low.

The corpus grew by 25.8% bet-
ween 202223 and 2024-25 from
6,722 crore to 8,453 crore. Ho-
wever, in the same period, the util-
isation dropped from ¥437.9 crore
to just ¥75 lakh, which was
10,000 times smaller than the
available corpus (Chart 1). The
‘money flowing into funds through
donations and interests from cor-
pus far exceeded the money dis-
bursed since 2022-23 (Chart 2).

Moreover, “refunds” from “im-
plementing agencies” were far
higher than the money utilised
(Chart 3). Neither the details of
these implementing agencies nor
the purpose for which the refund-
ed money was originally allotted
has been made available.

Additionally, donations have al-
so dropped sharply. The growth in
the corpus was mainly due to earn-
ings through interests. In 2024-25,
the income received through inter-
est payments (%475 crore) was al-
most the same as donations (2480
crore) (Chart 4). The sharp
crease in interests’ income could
be attributed to the Union govern-
ment moving the corpus from sav-
ings account to fixed deposits in
202324 (Chart 5).

Ever since its creation as a pu-
blic charitable trust in March
2020, PM-CARES has come under
criticism for its lack of transparen-
cy, refusal to share information,
and inordinate delays in releasing
financial statements. The pro-
longed delay (Chart 6) in the re-
lease of statements coincided with
the Centre changing the auditors.

CHART 1: pus of the PM-CARE the
dropped sharply after Ct 2 (valuesin ? crore)

I Disbursed during the year ®m= Corpus held at March 31

HART 4; PM.CARES Fund h: reduced. In 2024-25, the

c
income through interests’ was almost the same as the donations recéived
I interestincome Ml Donations Refunds returned to the fund

7914
5 8000
g
~ 6000
£ Interest income.
3 €475 crore
FY201920 FY2020.21 FY2021-22 FY2022-23 FY2023.24 FY2024-25 2 a0 o

CHART 2: Since 202023, the money flowing into the fund has far exceeded g 2000 Lo

the money disbursed (values in ¥ crore) H 905 -

W Received during the year [l Disbursed during the year = °

7914 201920 FY2020-21 FY202122 V202223 \FY2023:24 FY2024-25
CHART 5: In 202324, the g from t
fixed deposits, which was iy for increase in
3976 3716 W savings bank accounts Il Fixed deposits Shore offixed
3017 deposits
2,118 . % 1014 B 1173
1306 g0 1280 g 6,284
B ome W | o
201920 V20021 FY202022 FY2022:23 FY202324 V202425 | £ 4o00
(CHART 3: In 2023-24 and 2024-25, the money refunded by “implementing & 2000

agencies” was much higher than the money utilised (values in 2 crore)

I Disbursed by the fund Il Returned by implementing agencies

0
F201920 FV202021 FY2021-22 FY2022:23 FY202324 FY2024-25
1324.66 crore come back; -
" 324.66 CHART 6:
. Financi blished
20.88 crore went out i hows QI publis
thedelaysin 201820 Aug19,2020°
Jhe release FY2020-21 Feb8,2022
prandind F021.22 Nov 1,2022"
statements 2021-2 JOW A
8432 The last two. FY2022-23 Dec 28,2024
- 088 ““‘""’:"“ Fr2023-24 Aug 17,2026

together
F1202223 V202324 Fr202425 auditors 202628 Aug 17,2026 504 m—
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* PM CARES Fund (Prime Minister's Citizen Assistance and
Relief in Emergency Situations Fund) @Wﬁﬁﬂ@'ﬂ‘cﬁﬁ (Public
Charitable Trust) g, fSRIehT TITYAT WA | STUTAHTA AT Hehe ST
Reafet (S8 weRY, YTehfeh 3TT9aT) & e 3R T8d Y& &t &
forg <1 778 oft

TATYAT 3T HEAT (Establishment & Structure)

*  TYTUAT: 27 HTH 2020 (HIfTS-19 TEHR o GHH)|

J Eﬁch'ﬁl': I T HTASTHeh AT e (Public Charitable Trust)
gl

* T HUIH:

* 37T (Chairman): TR o T (qé:r / Ex-officio)l

o o gl T T, e HAft TR fo WAt (VR W)

*  SHeh AT, TR G e, fore, T3t 31 |t o & o
%o fafia safwal 1 g6 o §9 8 T form S 2|




KEYWORD

a2

A secular republic’s sacrilege problem: the
legal price of cntncnsmg holy wnt in India

v.m,m new s
beyo

Prathmesh Kher
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BTt &1 H USITel HTehR § ST ST oft 7% v
AT ek (EoTTer) ATAfaw, 2026
(Jaagat Jot Sri Guru Granth Sahib Satkar
Amendment Act, 2026) aﬁnaﬁéwa@%ﬁm
2

T T shl HET ST 3TN g8k e i fag
‘TQ%

1. T T A9 R HET 3299

ATH: ST S 2 7% 0 Hifes! Heshid (HR11e)
Tt 20261

S oft 1 e e ot e o Aol
(Sacrilege/Desecration) T TehT, ST
fRIAT ST TET 3R 56 o S8 wed
T GSIT T JTTET HT)

2. T ST T1aer (Key Provisions)

BIEBIE]

AEd ST <hl
BIEBIE]

TR w1
IHehe

AT HifgaT
AR Al =T

HUf~T STea

T STUTEr
Syoft

e W
&)
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ST o 29T YTT ST 9T FH H HH 7 ATeT o Tkt 20 HTeT deh shl SeT
(TR T2 1E | 10 ATG ek T SHIT) T TG 2
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(AR Z25 ARG T JAM)|
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Putin hosts Myanmar’s leader for
talks on deepening relationship

The visit is the latest in a series of trips by Min Aung Hlaing to foreign countries, including neighbouring China, India, Laos
and Thailand as he seeks to strengthen international recognition and regain diplomatic standing with other countries

Associated Press
MOSCOW

resident Vladimir
PPutin on Tuesday
hosted the head of

Myanmar’s military-
backed government, who
visited Russia on a trip to
boost their cooperation.

Speaking at the start of
the talks with President
Min Aung Hlaing, Mr. Putin
noted both countries have
cooperated on foreign poli-
cy and security issues and
developed economic pro-
jects.

They have held joint
military drills and deve-
loped plans for Russia to
build a nuclear power
plant, a seaport, oil refiner-

8

Friendly ties: Vladimir

Putin with Min Aung Hlaing during their

s .

meeting at the Grand Kremlin Palace in Moscow on Tuesday. AP

ies and other facilities in
Myanmar.

The visit is the latest in a
series of trips by Mr. Min
Aung Hlaing to foreign
countries, including neigh-

bouring China, India, Laos
and Thailand as he seeks to
strengthen international
recognition and regain di-
plomatic standing with
other countries.

Despite the visits, Myan-
mar has remained largely
isolated  internationally
since the military seized
power from the elected go-
vernment of Aung San Suu
Kyi in February 2021.

Western nations have
imposed’ economic and
political sanctions in res-
ponse to the takeover by
the military, which he led,
and its violent repression
of the opposition, which
has seen the deaths of
thousands of civilians and
given rise to a civil war.

Mutual support

Russia has defended Mr.
Min Aung Hlaing’s military
government in internation-
al forums while Myanmar’s

ruling generals have gener-
ally supported Moscow’s
foreign policy agenda.

During Tuesday’s talks,
Mr. Min Aung Hlaing
thanked Mr. Putin for his
political support and em-
phasised that Myanmar
has remained a reliable
partner. Russia, along with
China, is a major supporter
and arms supplier to Myan-
mar. Russian-made fighter
jets are used in attacks on
territory under the control
of ethnic minority groups,
including many allied with
pro-democracy resistance
forces.

The trip marks Mr. Min
Aung Hlaing’s seventh visit
to Russia. Mr. Putin has
never visited Myanmar.
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Pak. court orders jailed Imran be taken to hospital

Associated Press
ISLAMABAD

Pakistan’s Supreme Court
on Tuesday ordered auth-
orities to take imprisoned
former Prime Minister Im-
ran Khan to a private hos-
pital in the capital Islama-
bad for a medical
examination,  following
months of concerns from
his family and personal
physicians about his health
and access to medical care,
his lawyers and party offi-
cials said.

A three-judge panel or-
dered that Mr. Khan be ta-
ken to Shifa International
Hospital in Islamabad in
the coming days and exa-
mined by a medical board
that will include specialists
and one of his personal

personnel stand outside the Shifa Internation:

Hospital in Islamabad, after the court ruling, on Tuesday. Arp

physicians, Faisal Sultan.
The court also ordered
prison officials to allow Mr.
Khan weekly meetings
with family members and
telephone calls with his
sons. Mr. Khan’s family has
been struggling to secure

access to him and have him
examined by physicians of
his choice.

Pakistan barred visitors
earlier this year after re-
ceiving intelligence reports
about a possible attack on
the prison where the Pakis-

tan Tehreek-e-Insaf foun-
der is being held.

The order came months
after Mr. Khan petitioned
the court, asking to be
transferred from a high-se-
curity prison in the nearby
garrison city of Rawalpindi
to a hospital and to be al-
lowed access to his perso-
nal physicians, family and
lawyers.

‘Health at stake’
The court said the order
was being issued because
Mr. Khan’s health was at
stake and access to medi-
cal care is protected under
Pakistan’s Constitution, ac-
cording to Mr. Khan’s la-
wyer Salman Akram Raja.
He urged Mr. Khan’s
supporters not to gather
outside the hospital when

the former premier is ta-
ken there, saying they
should avoid  inconve-
niencing other patients.

Earlier this year, Mr.
Khan was repeatedly taken
to a government hospital
for treatment of an' eye
condition.

Concerns about Mr.
Khan’s health intensified in
late January after his family
said he had lost about 85%
of the vision in his right
eye, an assertion the go-
vernment disputed. Auth-
orities later said Mr. Khan
regained about 70% of the
vision in the eye and that
his condition was improv-
ing. The former cricket
star-turned-politician has
been in prison since 2023
after being convicted in a
graft case.
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FIR & Article 142
Student Protest

BRICS

HIN1

Helicase

India - America Tariff
USA - IRAN

PM Cares Fund
Secular State & Religious Law
Russia & Myanmar
Pakistan — Imran Khan
National Khel Award
Saptdhara

Thank You

Result Mitra
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