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Will recommend steps to secure exam system;
former ISRO Chairman is among the members

Nistula Hebbar
Maitri Porecha

NEW DELMWI

rime Minister Na-
rendra Modi on
Sunday announced
the constitution of a high
powered task K
hea e
Chairman
ni, 10 recomImeng steps to
make the country’s exams-
naton system leak proof
and technology-driven.,

The announcement
came a day after former
Union Education Minister
Dharmendra Pradhan re
signed  following  wides-
pread protests over the
NEET paper leak and sub
seuent re-examination,

Meanwhile, Union Mi-
nister Pralthad Joshi on
Sunday offically ok
charge of the Ministry of
Education at Kartavya Bha
van.

Mr. Joshi, who also
holds the portfolios of Con-
sumer Alfsirs, Food and

o\

Public Dastribution, and
New and Renewable Ener-

gy, chaired a meeting of

the Ministry to review the
implementation of varsous
schemes and other initia-
rives.

“We should ensure that
our exam system can be
trusted, and Is transparent,
and tech-driven. Under the
leadership of renowned
technology expert Nandan
Nilekani, a high powe
task force will be | -
which will focus on exam
reforms,” the Prime Minis-
ter said in a video posted
om Instagram.

“Compromised image’
“The Centre is taking mul
tiple steps 1 ensure that
thase who have plyed
with the future of students
are punished. We have al-
ready announced the for-
mation of fasttrack courts.
We are bringing a stringent
law In Parliament on Mon-
day,” he said.

Responding to the an-

sandan Nilekani has
worked hin

nouncement,
general secretary (commu-
nications) Jairam Ramesh
saic the Centre was yet to
implement the K. Radhak-
rshnan Committee’s W
recommendations  alter

Congress

the 2024
leaks.
“This is ultimatedy only

examination

We should ensure
that our exam
an be trusted al?d I~

Nuschents are punished

NARENDRA MO
Priree Minsicer

a high-powered attempt to
fix the Pradhan Mantri's ir-
retrievably compromised
imagge " be said on X,

The mubkidisciplinary
panel of domain experts
will help revamp the Na
thonal Testing Agency's ex:
amination system, espe-
cially from a technology
perspective, sources said,
adding the committee un-
der Mr. Nilekamt will con-
sist of former ISRO Chair:
man S. Somanath; former
IB Director Tapan Deka;
UT-Madras Director V. Ka-
makoti; former Education

Nilekani to lead task force on exams: Modi

Pralhad Joshi takes charge as Education Minister,
chairs meeting to review the Ministry’s initiatives

Rahul questions Shah over
‘barbaric assault’ in Delhi

Sandecp Phukan

SEW DEL

Seeking accoumabiiny for
the “barbaric assault™ on
students during the march
in Dedhi on July 20, Rahul

Secretary  Anita  Karwal,
and logistics expert Amri
Lal Meena,

Mr. Nibekani has worked
with the Union Govern-
ment in the past to set up
the Aadhaar ecosystem
and Unifed Payments In-
tertace (UP,

Joshi takes charge

He is akso the chairperson
of the governing body of
the economic policy re
search think tank the Na-
tonal Council of Applied
Ecomomic Research
(NCAER) and a co-founder

Gandhi has asked the
Home Mmister whether
he had authorsed the use
of “lethal force™,

FULL REPORT ON
»PAGES

of Infosys.

After assuming charge
of the Education Minkstry,
Mr. Joshi tokd media per-
sons, “The Prime Minister
has entrusted me with this
responsibdlity  wath  full
comfidence, | was in Kama-
taka vesterday. 1 reached
here last night and came
this morning o take
charge. | have assumed
change”

*1 am reviewing all the
details bere and the deci-
shons that need 10 be taken,
I have been gathering in-
formation and trying to un-

This is only an attempt to fix the Pradhan Mantri’s
compromised image, says Cong.’s Jairam Ramesh

derstand the functioning
of the Ministry. We had
Continuoas meetings -
day. This is a new subject
for me. 1 have taken charge
today and held detailed
discussions with the senior
officers. It is a very big De-
parvment, so | will speak 1o
you in detall after 1 have
understood it completely,”
Mr. Joshi stated.

Unson Minister of State
for  Education  Javant
Chaudhary attended the
meeting. Officials sald Mr
Joshi  reviewed kev
schemes, including Sama-
gra Shiksha, PM-SHRI
Schools and PM POSHAN,
and discussed s
infrastructure.

Higher Education De-
partment secretary,
School Education and Live-
racy Department secretary
and other sensor afficials of
the Ministry were present
at the meeting.

RELATED REFORTS ON
»PAGES4 LS
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GOvt. warns seafare
jobs in ‘volatile] Blacl

Kallel Bhattacheiee

NEW DELM

The Exsernal Attairs Minks-
try an Sunday Issued an ad-
visory urging Indian sea-
farers 10 “carefully assess
security risks® before ac
cepting jobs on comener
cial ships that operate “in
and around the Black Sea
and  adjoining  maritime
areas”, citing incressang
drooe and missile attacks
on ships in the regon that
remaires highly volatile due
1o the oegoing conflict bet-
ween Russia and Ukraine.

Earlier, the Indian Em-
bassy in Ukraine saikd that it
was “closely monitoring®
the sinuanion alter & progec-
tile hit the MV AGN Ragnar
in Ukraine's Black Sea port
of Odesa on Saturday. The
ship emploved four Indian
seafarers, of whom two
harve been found to be safe
while Information about
the other two is still await-
ed. There has been an In
crease in the sumber of
such incidents since Apeil,
resulting m the deaths of
five Indian seafarers, the

“Indian  mationals  in-
tending w0 undertake em-
ployment on commercial
vessels operating In oo
transiting the conflict-al-
fected region are adhvised
to carefully assess the pre-
valling security risks be-
fore accepting such assign
mwerns,” the Ministry said
In lts advisory, noting the
securicy sieastion in e re-
gion and around the Black
Sea and adjoining mari-
1meE areas.

"Commercial  vessels
operating I of transitng
these waters are facing sig-
nicant security risks, in-
chuding missile and drone
attacks.” it said.

The Mumistry urged In-
dians to follow a set of pre-
cautions, such & obeaning

The Ministry of External Allaies b Cited incroasing attacks on sheps
0 e repon. FILE PHOMOREUTENS

“comprehensive informa-
tom  from employers/re
crultment  aenches  and
ship operators regarding
the vessel's imended rouse,
ports of call, security ar-
RN enEs, and emergen-
cy response procedures”,

The “terms of emphoy-
mem” should “comply
with applicable maritime
standards  and  provide
adequate  provisions  for
medical care, evacuation,
repatriation, and compen-
sation In the event of an
emengency,” it suid.

Indian seafarers were
urged to follow all the adw-
sories issoed by the Direc-
torate General of Maritene
Admémistration, including
o issued an July 23,

Rescue ops under way

The Estest advisory came a
day alver the MV AGN Rag-
mar was struck at the port
of Ocdesa, “Four Inclian na-
tonals were an board the
vessel, As per the katest in-
formagion, rwo have been
confirmed sale, and infos-
matkon Is awalted regard
ing the other two nation-
alks. Search amd rescue

:ﬁrmom are under way.
Embassy s In constant

touch with the concerned
suthorities.”  the  Indian
Embassy in Kyiv sadd, with-
out specifying who bhad
fired the projectile.

Earlier om July 19, the
MV Golden Leo, & Guinea

Bissau-flagped ship was al-
so hit by progectiles that
led 5o the deaths of wen sea-
farers, of wham four were
Indian citkzens. This inck
dert bad prompeed the
MEA w0 summon the char-
p¢ datfaires of the Russian
Embassy in India

External Atfairs Msister
S, Jaishankar met his Rus-
slan counterpart Sergey
Lavrov on the sidelines of
the East Asla summit in
Manila on July 22, where
he expressed “strong con
cern regarding the safety
of Indian sealfarers in the

Subsequently, Kremlin
spokesperson Dmitry Pes-
kov said that Russty was in
touch with India over the
maatter. Howewver, he said,
“Our armed forces are
striking and will contimue
to strike thase vessels that
are mnvolved in transport-
gl Aamamunition, weapons
and so on, for the purposes
of the Kiev regime.”

Responding o  this,
MEA spokesperson Rand-
hir Jatswal sakd, “As per the
informagion that was made
avallable 1o us by the Direc
torate General of Maritime
Adménistration,  Golden
Leo, was Guine-Bissag-
flagged on which we lost
four of our nationals... We
reiterate that commercial
shipping and  seafarers
shoudd not be attacked un-
der any crcumstances.”
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Mirabai makes it a golden day for
India; Rishikanta clinches a silver

K. Keerthivasan

CLASCOW

Weighaliing bas  alwins
been ome of the discplines
that has contrbased signih-
cantly 1o ledia's tally ot the
Commonwealth Games.
The fact thar the country
hats won as marmy 2 15 me-
dals in the kst three edi
tors undetlines the vital
role of the weightlifters.

On Sunday, the opening
& of the weightlifting
competition bere, Indians
once agam made thelr pre
sence felt by winming two
medals - 2 gold and sibver.

Bowrs sher Kishikanta
Singh Chanambam Sevsdeed
second In the men's 60kg
category, Mirsbai Chanu
produced a golden mo-
e in the womnen's 48kg
chass, For the lamer, it was
her third successve Com
moerwealth Gamses velkow
metal after Gold Coast

2018) and BEsmiegham
(2022

New record
Surprisingly, the Jbyear-
old Mirabal bad a shaky
start o her snach se
quence, missing the open-
ing attempt ot 82%g. She,
horwever, remained unllus-
tered and returned to suc
cessfully lift the welghe.

The lifter from Manipur§
went on to clear 85 on
her third visi, establishing
a mew  Commonwealth
Games record much 10 the
delight of the Indsan Grs
it the venue

After laling 10
chear 105%g in
her first clean
and jerk @
empe, Mirs

and hnished wich
190kg, both new In dean and ¥k, the
rks. Manipur Mier pgis

Rutlf Asuquo Nvoog of  M3kg test ban |
won siiver with a
of 168kg while ire
Henry of Makayss
bronee  with

Modumad
Rsdian won the gold
R tocal lift of 273kg, set-
N 3 Games recosd,
The Malayszan lifter also
registered a4 new GCames
B bagh in dean and jerk with
with 1S5
nekg, in Kemnya's Joshua Amuanga
credsed it Mobye was the other podi-

fi's secand medal at the
Games with his siver
The 28-year-

bal man o IMkg  um fmisher, thanks 0 his
aped 0 axl overall effort of 2644y
over- evert (smatch: 2k clean and
Come ot () - Jerk: 1Ok

the chal.  [U==
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YouTube Homework

FIFA World Cup - 2026
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India’s first dengue vaccine arrives

with a crucial safety caveat

Qchergg courkd be respoesibie lor enfancing dengaoe in chillkdnen who have mot hud an indection vt n ther Ivesc in such cases, the vaooine conkd simukae o priany dengae
wdection i the bodh, resuling In prosection st DENV ) and DENV-2 infoctions but nod gt a DEN 3 infecnon

serotypes of the deague-casdng vines,
called DENVA o DENVA. Young chekdren
as well an adduks Laged 4600 yeary),
rrespectae of whveher ey hune had
denague belime, rmay be vaccinaded with
Ocdenaga

Shore than 30 courmr bes have drcudy
approved Qderggs, whach s marada tired
oy the Japanese pharmasce mcal compary
Takewka Thar sabd, da from chnical wriak
thot Tabeds pebiiched s 2009, 2000, and
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Hationale of dengue yaccines
Al the fur DENV seronypes are presalem
I India. Each serocype is differern from
The other Sach thl an (IMTLme response
10 Ofe LY ME Decrecrr i protect aga i
anceher. A person who has experenced 3
rudieral dergoue infocton wall cery
artitodes 1o the spectic [ENY sereype
i ther wram, and the peews will be
sabd 0 be seropesdtive A person whe has
ol D) espussed 0 & natarad DENV
Indection will aot ety dengue antibodies
ard |5 sakd 10 De seronegaive

When a sronegative person contradcts
2 st DIENY infection for the frst tinwe,
they will develop antibodes to tha
pertcudar DENY servtype. When ths
person, seropuosiiive for Thal puarthoular
DENV weronype, suffers 3 woond Infection

crduncr infoctan by the secord DENY

sorotype. Thas o called

antitndy depenndent enbanoemedil (ADE
The hody gradl of dergae vaocines ks w

even one serotype, i will keep the Soow
open w0 ADE i futuee

N b guine dear that the efcacy amd
wiety of 3 dengue vaccine are Boked 10
e ofer s two skdes of the Qme coin
Arad Qubenagas pluse S i offcacy data
e 1o be umderstond theougdh thes ks

Phase § rind

Tabuenha sed up a baege phuase 3 trial
Imodving avound 20,000 headthy children
196 yvears ol across eighn Latin
Americam and Ason coumtries where
deragar 8 encorin (0 e Qdergga s
wdety and efficacy. The ressalts from this
1l were st prabdnbed 1 2009, with
addiionad dada pubslshed in 2000 and
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vacore efscay betwoen e two grougs
he effacacy win definad 1o Bean the
abibry of Qdenga 20 prevest dengie
Infecmons and reallane hospitalaion

I the vaccine worked a5 imended, one
woukd expect fewer cmes of dengee In
the waccizated growp veres n the
rsaccinstod group. And S was e, In
the vaccinaied group. Sve chilklven out of
1,000 cortracted o DENY infocton while
In the umsaccinated group. 24 Chibdren
Py OO0 cormraoned 2 TENY infectom
This tramsbases to an overall ethoacy of
abonat N

Owerall, Taeda's srvestigaon
sirgtfund thetr particpuasts oo
wrogendene and serotega e groups
before administering Be vacone. The
effcacy wan abost S0% and TS% i these
w0 grops. respecively. These seem ke
wibd musrbers - bt the devt s in the
ik
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I yous book o She nesadits siradied by
DENV sorotypee i wedl, 2 posrticudas
ke detadl which couhd actuadly be &
posenitid salety dignal emerpes. In
Chikdren who were serunegaive prue 1o
acciration, those anceptbie 1 DENV-1
Imbecaon weer notcrably moew ruEseTIUS
= the vaccinuted group than in the
ursaccinated group i other words,
scrotuged e duddren vaconusad with

The comsequences of coniraciimg
A seoomddary DENY -4 Infection by
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prediceed since we do st know
of (denga's oficacy against
DENY & i I, the mamiber of
stuch chibdren facing this rsk
ool be very large

Qdemga were I5% maore Bhely o e
infoctad by DENV S relative 4o
ussaccinatod children.

The mammber of DIENY 4 cases Quring
the trial were so o (i the sevopumdtue
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coud shesadate & pe by desgie

Infecton In e bodly, resuling n
protection agabnar TNV and DENV-2
ifectams - bar mex agerwt 3 DENY)
indectam.

Arsd i such chibdren were bo comtract &
mabural DENV 3 fectbon, ey will e 2
5% higher Bhebhood of falling sk, s
this will be 2 secondary dengie nkschon
lnked o posentil ADE
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WHAT IS 1'T?

Vasudevan Mukunth

RAXIS is an acronym of
P ‘Planetary Rings Autonomous

EXploration with In-situ
Sampling’. NASA has just selected a
mission concept called ‘PRAXIS’ for its
Innovative Advanced Concepts (NIAC)
2026 phase | funding.
The mission will consist of a bio-inspired
robotic explorer driven by an artificial
intelligence (Al) model. It will be capable
of directly sampling particles from
planetary ring systems — something no
mission has ever attempted before. The
mission’s selection for NIAC was guided
by open questions in the science of
planets’ rings that NASA's Planetary
Science Decadal Survey has flagged as
important.
These questions include how planetary
rings form, how they evolve, and what
ring particles are made of.
Rather than fly through a ring — which
would pose collision hazards — PRAXIS
currently plans to just graze the ring
plane. Specifically, once it has picked a
target particle, the spacecraft will
perform a touch-and-go sample of the
particle's surface using a long
deployable boom, staying at a safe
distance from the moving ring particles.
Once it has a sample, the craft will move
on to another region or gap in the rings
to sample from another area.
When it has a sample, small instruments
will snag free-floating particles and the

dq

....................................................................
...........................................................................

PRAXIS: grazing planet rings

James Webb Space Telescope's view of Saturn’s
atmosphere, SPACE TELESCOPE SCIENCE

INSTITUTE/NASA

Al model will help measure particle size,
porosity, and composition.

Being selected for NIAC phase-| finding
means the PRAXIS team can start
running simulations and studying
system design. If the idea advances to
phase Il, the team can start building a
physical prototype. According to its
developers, the PRAXIS sampling system
can be used in missions to study many
ringed planets,
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_ conspiracies, and other activities security, public order and the prevention
' . ' tO e prejudicial 1o the sovereignty and of incitement to the commissson of Y
' mtegrity of Indi, defence of Inda, cognisable offences. Such orders are 0 u “ e 0 m e wo r
: : reqquired 10 follow the procedure
® ®
!

security of the Stme, public order, and for
faciinating the commission of cognizable prescribed under the law.

offences.

Why is the order being criticised? - ,T A-Ct — 2000
What does the law say? The Internet Freedom Foundation (IFF)
The arder, Notice No. 10072601011432, criticised the order, arguing that It rebes

was Issued at 1116 pum. on July 23 under on the application’s potential for misuse

Section 7HIXb) of the Information rather than identifying any unkmful b S ec ti on 6 q

Technology Act, 2000, read with Rule content hosted in the repositories.
Rizmi Lia M. could invite criminal prosecugtion. D) of the Information Technology “Anticipated masuse of a communications
According 1o the order, the applicion | (ntermediary Guikdelines and Digital ol 15 not a lawfl hasis to prohibit the

The story so far: siping apps depend on | enables anomymous communicacion Media Ethics Code) Rules, 2021, twol,” the organssation sald.

he Indian Cyber Crin centralised infrastrgeture that can be without mandatory user registration, Section 790YDb) provides tat an The order directs GitHub 10 “remove

Coordination Centre i4C), monitored, censorgd or dhubled BieChat phane pumber verification or centrali mtermediary nfy hose its safe harbour and disabde access 1o the concerned URLs

under the Ministry of Home logging of communications. It states t auutection if uflon receiving actual within three hours of the issue of this

Affairs, directed Gie : we knomdedge ing notified by the commumication without vitiating .
23 to remove repasitories hoss sgnificantly impedes iwful interceptio appropeiate government or its agency that | evidence in any manner.” 3 b
the Bluetooth mesh messagin : TR & anribution and investigation by law any information, data or communication According to IFF, the notice, issued .ﬂ C a‘ —
application developed by X ¢ T Pessiiis across enforcement agenches, nk residing In or conmected 1o a close 1o midnight, fails the .
Jack Dorsey, stating that th " e the network’s It Further states that since computer resource controlled by the propoctionality standard laid down by the
explaited to coardinate unlangful ! communications occur directly betwee mtermediary is being used to commit an Supreme Court in Anwadha Bhasin v. 0
assemblies and circumvent : nearby devices through a decentralised unbawful act, it fails to expeditiously Union of India (2020).
restrictions imposed by cog® . mesh network, the platform can be remove or disable access 10 that material In Amuradha Bhasin, the Supreme
authorites during s : § . misused wo evade lawful survelllance, without vitiating the evidence in any Court held that “the degree of restriction .
public order. The order comis i \ ||\ RIFT cilitate anonymous coordination an manner, and the scope of the same, both
when repeated internet shu & 1 omages circumvent bwful restrictions imposggh] by However, Section 79 itself does not terrisocially and temporally, must stand in S J C* M o 6 .\
protest sites have ked protesigys to regions competent authorities during st confer a blodking power. Blocking relation to what is actually necessary to
increasingly rely on Bluet imvalving public order, riots, wpfism, directions are ordinarily tssued under combat an emergent situation.” The court
messaging platforms such as F organised crime or ingegaeeutdowns, Section 69A of the IT Act and the Blocking — observed that the principle of
commumication. goTueT aiso states that “such Rulbes, 2009, which require a hearing and | propostionality requires restrictions to be

e P access | decentralised communication platforms reasons recorded in writing, subject 10 tallored 1o the rerritorial extent of the

What is BitChat? TNy the are capable of being explosted for review. restriction, the stage of the emengency,
BitChat is a decentralised peerto jarond applicatige-anid its release files, coordinating unlawful assemblies, violent It empowers the Union govermiment to the nature of the urgency, the duration of
messaging application that operates over within three hefrs. protests, dissemination of direct the blocking of public access to the restrictive measure and the nature of
Bluetooth mesh networks. It requires no It also yefims that Eallure 1o comply misinformation, radicalisation, criminal miormation on grounds such as national the restriction,

Gy
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Incident escalate
revenge; I

Reuters
NABLUS

Palestinian villages in

the occupled West
Bank early on Sunday, set-
ting fire o two mosques
and scrawling graffiti on
buildings, Palestinian offi-
clals said.

The attacks followed an
incident on Friday when
four Palestinians and two
Israeli soldiers were killed
when a crowd of lsraeli set-
tlers approached the Pales-
tinian village of Tal, south-
west of Nablus. During the
incident, villagers came
out of their homes 1o con-
front the settlers and a
stand-off ensued,

Palestinian local author-

l sraeli settlers artacked

LS N

West B
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A Palestinian man prepares to pray at a mosque burned by lsraeli
setthers in Qusra, in Israsli-occupied West Bank, on Sunday. A

ities say the settlers pro-
voked the violence. The Is-
raeli military said shots
were fired by both sides.
Prime Minister Benja
min Netanyahu, lacing an
election In October, or-

dered a security operation
against what he described
as terrorism against Israeli
civilians, reinforcing units
in the West Bank.

In an apparent reaction
to the deaths of the Israe-

lis, settlers carried out a se-
ries of attacks on Palesti-
nian villages in West Bank.

Abdel Azim Wadi, head
of the village council in
Qusra, sald settlers had
torched a newly completed
mosque in his village early
on Sunday. “They set it on
fire and spray-painted He-
brew slogans on its walls,”
he said. Among the graffiti
were messages including
“Jewish revenge”,

The Palestinian Authority,
which has responsibility
for the section of the West
Bank where Friday's shoot-
ings 1ook place, said the in-
cident was part of a gener-
alised assault on
Palestinians. “Israell state-

Israeli settlers set fire to mosques in
following deadly clashes

r a settler group descended on the Palestinian village:; local people say grafliti in mosque called for
ilitary says troops searching for suspects: four Palestinians and two Israelis Killed in Friday’s shooting

backed settler terrorism is
intensifying into systemat-
ic pogroms across the oc-
cupied West Bank)” the
Palestinian Prime  Minis-
ter's office said.

The lIsraell military said
troops sent 1o Qusra were
searching for suspects.

In separate incidents,
Palestinian ofhcials said
settlers had also tried to
burn a mosque near Kour.
Farid Jiyousi, a member of
the Kour village council,
said worshippers had put
out the fire before It
reached the main area of
the mosque.

Most countries and UN
consider Israell settle-
ments in the West Bank il-
legal, a position Israel
rejects.



The fragmented
West Bank

Borders claimed by Palestinians
under international law in 1967

[[] Closed borders
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Iran slams Ukrainian attack
on its vessel in Caspian Seg-

Agence France-Presse
TEHRAN

Iran’s Foreign Minister Ab-
bas Araghchi on Sunday
warned that his country
would respond to a deadly
attack by Ukraine on an
Iranian ship in the Caspian
Sea.

It came after Ukrainian
President Volodymyr Ze-
lenskyy said Kyiv had car-
ried out long-range strikes
in the Caspian Sea against
vessels transporting mili-
tary cargo involving Iran,
underscoring the increas-
ingly international dimen-
sions of Russia’s war in
Ukraine,

Sailor killed

“Mr. Zelenskyy has at-
tacked an Iranian commer-
cial vessel, killing a sailor,”
Mr. Araghchi said on social
media platform X, describ-
ing it as “a blatant UN Char-

Abbas Araghchi

ter violation done at Is-
rael's behest to drag
Europe into its war”.

He added that, during
calls with the European
Union’s Kaja Kallas and
Russian top diplomat Ser-
gei Lavrov, he “made clear
that what the freeloader in
Kyiv did CANNOT GO UN-
ANSWERED”.

Iran’s Foreign Ministry
said the attack caused the
ship “to explode, killing
one sailor and injuring sev-

eral others”. The Islamic
republic “has never inter-
vened in the conflict bet-
ween Russia and Ukraine”,
the Ministry said in a
statement.

On Saturday, the Ukrai-
nian President said on so-
cial media that armed forc-
es had achieved “very
strong results with long-
range strikes in the Cas-
pian Sea”.

Ukraine’s intelligence
services reported on Tele-
gram that drone attacks
had been carried out
against “cargo vessels un-
der international sanctions
that were used to transport
military cargo between
Iran and Russia”.

According to Iranian
state television, the Fo-
reign Ministry summoned
the Ukrainian charge d’af-
faires in Tehran on Satur-
day to protest this “hostile
and criminal act”.
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Trump’s new forced-labour tariffs face
global pushback and legal questions

The US. President’s latest tariffs rely on forced-labour provisions that critics say allow White House to bypass Congress; with little evidence to support
Claims against angeted nations and growing resistance from govts, and businesses, experts angue a broader strategy is needed 1o curb forced Eabour

NEWS ANALYSIS

Associated Press
NEW YORK

he Trump adminis-
T tration has Im-

posed double-digit
tarifls on more than 60
countries, using a legal jus-
tiication that permits the
President to levy import
taxes and other sanctions
against countries found to
engage in “unjustifiable ”
“unreasonable” or “dis-
criminatory” trade practic:
es. The new tariffs an-
nounced in recent days
take effect just as empor-
ary 0% worldwide tarifis
expired, and critics sy
they are less about crack-
ing down on forced labour
than they are a way to re-
place those tariffs.

The expired tariffs were
themselves a temporary
replacement  for  world-
wide tariffs the Supreme
Court struck down in
February.

The tariffs were levied
on countries that the US.
says ecither don't have or
don't effectively enforce a
forced-labour import ban.
The affected countries,
which account for 99% ol
U.S imports, were guick to
protest, calling the Trump
administration's claims un-
founded and arbitrary, as
nations with vastly diffe-
rent records on forced la-
bour received the same ta-
riff level. The US. spemt

four months investigating
but gave few details on

“to -
and  effectively
orce a prohibition on
he importation of goods

s¢ sweeping tanffs on
ese imports amid a
spute over the sharp-el
Lactics Bedjing was
sing to challenge Amen-
s lfchnnlnglcal doma-
: p LS. 15 also us-

pfamccs in the shipbuild
ing industry.

“Trying side doors’
“The Section 301 allow a
permanent tariff without
going o Congress to settle
the dispute,” said Barry
Appleton, a baw professor
and codirector of New
York Law Schoal's Center
for Intermational Law.
“That's what all of this s
abouwt. The  President
doesnt want to knock on
the front door of Congress,
s0 he's trying every side
door and every unlatched
window to get in"

The office of the United
States Trade Representa-
tive (USTR) said it consult-

how it arrived at
ates, which are eit s

F

|

The LS, slapped new Lari®s on over 60 countraes that it says do
not enforce a forced-labour ImEort Dan. REPRESENTATIONAL IMAGE

ed with all 60 economies
under investigation and
held two rounds of public
hearings, elicited more
than 2,100 public com-
ments, and had “engage
ment” with lts wrading
partners about what they
were doing to combat
forced labour bans.

“There's not a kot of
hard evidence there,” said
Scott Lincicome, vice pre-
sident lor general econom-
ics and trade policy at the
Cato Institute, a libertarian
think tank. “It's pretty
laughable on its face to
think that a country like
the ones in Europe or in
Norway or Switzerland
aren't doing enough to pol-
ice forced labour™

And even if countries do
enact and enlorce the
forced-labour import bans
the U.S. wants, they would
sill need o prove that
they're enforcing them to

Washington’s satisfaction
before the tariffs would be
removed, said lawvyer Pa-
trick Chikdress, a partner at
Holland & Knight and a
former LS. trade official.
Many coumries have
pushed back against the
Trump administration's
findings. Brazil, which fac
s a 12.5% forced-labour ta-
riff, called the U.S. move
“arbitrary and unjustified ”
The US. “chose 1o manipu-
late an issue of great im-
portance to human rights
and the struggles of work:
ers worldwide in order o
accuse 59 countries and
the European Union of un-
fakr practices,” it said in a
statement. Australia also
questioned the justilica
tion for its 12.5% tandt.
Carve-outs have riled
some Industries. The Na-
tional Council of Textile Or-
ganizations (NCTO), which
describes mself as the voice

of the American textile in-
dustry, protested a me-
chanism that exempts the
Section 301 tariffs for tex-
tile and apparel imports
from Bangladesh, Cambo-
dia, Indonesia, and Makyy-
sia based on those coun-
tries’ imports of US.
cotton and textiles,

“No other industry has
been more disadvantaged
by forced labour than the
ULS. textile industry, which
employs 4,53,000 workers
and has lost 41 plants over
the past two plus years”
NCTO chief executive Kim
Glas said in a statement.
“We remain strongly con-
cerned that USTR's textile
mechanism will harm the
very domestic manufactur-
ers the administration
seeks to help”

The U.S. has two major
pieces of legislation related
to forced-labour import
bans. The Tariff Act of 1930
gave Customs and Border
Protection the authority to
seize  shipments where
forced Rbour was suspect-
ed and to block further -
ports. But #t had a big
carve-out: If there was
“consumptive  demand.”
meaning there wasn't suffy
cient supply to meet dom-
estic demand, mports
were allowed regardiess of
how they were produced.
The Trade Facilitation and
Trade Enlorcement Act
that wok effect in 2016
eliminated that loophole.

In 2021, the Uyghur
Forced Labor Prevention

Act was passed. It blocks
imports from China’s Xin-
jlang region unless busi-
nesses can prove the items
were made withowt forced
labour. But goods made
with lorced labour can still
make [t into the US. In
2015, an AP imvestigation
found that sbave labour was
used in the fshing industry
in Southeast Asia. The sea-
food they caught made ies
way 10 supermarkets and
pet food providers across
the US.

An Investigation by AP
in 2020 into the $65 billion
palm oil industry found la-
bour abuses among an in-
visible workforce consist-
ing of milions of men,
women amnd children n
Asia. The frult they har-
vested made its way into
the supply chains of major
companies, including Un
ilever, L'Oreal, Nestle and
Procter & Gamble,

During hearings on the
tariffs this month, National
Retail Federation vice pre-
sident Jonathan Gold, who
was representing the busi-
ness coalition the Joint As-
sociation Forced Labor
Working Group at the hear-
ing, said that in order for
the import bans to work,
they would have w be
much more extensive,

He said there need 1o be
“chear, measurable bench-
marks” tied to tarifls for
countries 1o hit, and that
the U.S. should help coun-
tries  build enforcement

programimes.
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How champ Anahat
broke a ‘curse’

The 18-vear-old becomes the first Indian to win the World junior
tithe; hopes her triumph is a game-changer for Indian squash

72
ORLDSC = H.T

Sports Bureau

t was a case of now or
l never for  Anahat
Singh,

After multiple unsuc-
cessful attempts, the su-
premely talented 18-vear-
old had one last crack at
the World junior squash
women's title. And things
finally fell into place in On-
tario as Anahat carved her
own piece of history by be-
coming the first Indian to
hoist the individual prize.

The ‘teen titan' was
both delighted and re-
lieved to break the “curse”,

“I still feel like | am
dreaming. It (crown)
means the world to me."
Anahat said after cruising
past Rugayva Salem of
Egypt 113, 117, 11:9.

“This is the biggest
event a junior can play in. 1
have been playing in it for
four years, and it has not
gone my way; I lost in the
semis and quarters, If so-
meone asked, 1 always
said: “This tournament is a
curse.” But coming into the
event, | knew that it was
my last year in juniors and
that | had to give my 100%.
| am really glad that it
worked out,” added Ana-
hat, the force which put a
halt 1o Egypt's sustained
dominance in women's ca

Epic effort: Anahat cruised past her Egyptian oppornent in the final

WORLD SQUASH

tegory. The Delhi girl, who
lived up to the top billing in
the global competition, re
vealed that she played with
a clear mind in the final.

“1 knew that | would
play terribly if | stressed
myself, so 1 just came on
court and hit my lines well.
I wanted to enjoy every
moment of a World cham
pionship hinal”

Anahat, ranked World

N0.20 at the senior level,
hoped that her triumph in
World juniors would be a
game-changer for Indian
squash. “If a few people
watch my matches and the
matches of other players in
the event, we will gain a lot
more recognition. India is
a huge country, so if it
reaches the right audience,
squash can rapidly grow as
a sport”,

—)
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