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CJP warns of fresh protests over
government’s ‘breach of promise’

Centre violating assurance of not taking action against progesters, savs Cockroach Janta Party; hundreds of students beld
whille many are under survelllance, says spokespersone Bibar withdroms FIRs: Bengal and Assam follow suit, savs the CJP

The Hindu Burcan
NEW DELMI
he Cockroach Janta
T Party (CJ on Moo
day wamed of
fresh protests, accusing the
Centre of viodating its assu-

rance that mo pumitive ac-
ton would be taken
AZAUNS! PrOLeSDETS.

"We are observing a
complete breach of the
agreement regarding no
police action against the
protesters. Hundreds of
students hine been arrest-
ed In Bihar and Bengal,
and hundreds are being
survetlled harassed in Del
hi andd other States,” CF
spokesperson  Ashwnosh
Ranka said in a post on X.

The statement came fol-
lowimg reports of crack-
down on volunteers assist
ing protesters with
logiseics in various Ststes.

The Bihar government
announmced Lser in the
evening that &t was with-
drawing all FIRs against
protesters registered be
fore 6 p.m. on July 26. FIRs
in West Bengal and Assam
Pave also been withdrawn,
the CJP said on Monday
rught.

However, Mr. Ranka, in
a kte-might post, said vo-
lunteers from  Rajasthan
were being harassed and
demanded  coordination
between the Cemntre and
State governments 1o with
draw FIRs. The OF was
awalting a written agree
ment from the Centre by
Tuesday, he added.

In Uttar Pradesh, Samaj-
wadi Party leader Akhilesh
Yadav alleged the many
students in Prayagraj have

CP leadens Sawrav Das, contee, and Adhutosh Ranka, right, mith Rapva Sabidha MP Kapd Sbal and others

in New Delhs. & v mOOST™Y

been abducsed by a special
team of police in a vehicle
without number plates.

Continued crackdown
*Under the guise of the
Prayagry protest, many
students have been packed
up by the LLP. Police's spe
clal team in an unmarked
vehicle. When the Union
government had promsed
that mo action woulkd be ta
ken against any student,
then on whose orders s
such decent taking place.”
Mr. Yadav wrote in a post
on X, also posting a video
news report in support of
his clalms. The Prayagra)
police have registered two
FIRs at the Civil Lines pal-
Ke stanion in connection
with the alleged vandalism
of two SUVs and attack
during Saturday's student
protest

Rajva Sabha MP and se

conference with QF lead:
ers on Monday, said if go-

"\" .

vermments file FIRs agalnst
people  who  peacefully
protested in different parts
of the coumtry, the CJP will
create a framework o
track the affected people.
“They (QJF) will creme a
website where  lawyers
who are willing 10 provide
help can register their
names, location and the
kind of help they can offer.
| will personally contribwute
8 crore.... our lawyers will
support them across In-
dia.” he said

In NDA-ruled Bibar, the
police issued a statement
saying a total of 694 indivi-
duals were taken into cus
tody across the State fol
lowing a protest on July 25,
Among  thase  detained,
339 minors and students
were released following
verification, and 358 indivi-
duals involved in violemt
incidemts have been pro-
duced bedore the court,

In BpP-ruled West Ben-
gal, Kolkata Police on Mon-
diary arrested two mare per:

plamade area following a
police crackdown on prot-
esters demanding the re
signation of Mr. Pradhan.

With this, the total mim-
ber of arvests afer the vio
lence rose 10 16,

Addressing the press
conference, Mr. Ranka reit-
erased the Cemtre's assu
rances gven during the
third round of talks on july
Fo3

“We had submitted 2
written draft of this agree-
ment to )P Naddad and I
tendra Singhyi, and it was
agreed thae the govern
ment would share its writ
ten copy of the agreement
with us by Twesday, I the
government does not share
the written agreement by
tomorrow, and if studemts,
youth, and prosesters who
have been arrested or de
tained in different States
are ot released, the Cock-
roach Jamta Party will once
again be forced to protest,”

be sabd, adding that mwlth
ple reports have emenged
in Delhd about the deten
tion of volunteers who sup
ported the protesters with
logistcs.

On Seturday, the QP
called off a 36 day protest
at Jamtar Mantar in Delhi af

3P

‘_,
‘He was not part of Bihar
bandh’: students’ families
allege wrongful arrests

Several stucents anrestod after Satunday peotest wore sent o Beur Cortral K in Patma in the cark /

heomars of Monkn Stase podicoe ot cooperasing, oo basic riglhies, sms bvover working on cse

PATNS

anibes of sevennl
Fumm T
darmyg e Saha
day s Wihar banly’ faced &
e ngle o heit waerds
were sesd 1o Bewr Corral
Bl heve i the e homirs
vy scramibbng for el
help and  dormution
ot the charpes
Thousands of people.
wnchisdenyg  suders, ek

ter the Undon governmen "":' AT T
'-D . :::v'- Jemmandng ©w v
mands., uding the resig signatim of then Unbont

mation of Dharmendra
Pradhan as Educasion M
mister. “We demand that Al
the FIRs against the protes-
ters be immedisely with-
drawn, students be re

will be foroed 1o sit on
profest again,” Mr. Ranka
said.  Congress-affiliated
Natsonal Students’ Union
of India also accused the
Centre of going back on Its
proamise.

Congress MP Deepen
der Singh Hooda sald In a
post on X, “Multiple plat
forms are reporting that
Jamtar Mamtar protesters
and also protesters elsewh-
ere are being targeted by
authorities. This contrad-
icts the promise made by
the government . If amyone
COMact my team by tag
ging @TeambDeepender.”
(With inputs from Nk M
Babu in Delhi, Semjuti Sem-
gupta in Kolkata, Mayank
Kumar in Lacknow, Amir
Bhetan and Amarnath Tew
ary in Purma)
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Educanm Munter Dha
mwacka Pradban over the
alloged NEET paper ook
Prisce Kamar, 2 e
derd of Begunaral and the
ot brother of 1y Ke
W sanl e Canaii WMy

v arveated Ba younger
brother and the he v
rureing from pdla 1o post
W sevure b sedeane

“I e 0 Wiea ey
what churges be s bewvm
aveated He woas weet o jud

Despite resignation,
W

NEWS ALY

ety aswnnddar Barib

BILRANESW AR

Diewrmescdra Pracdban's re
signamon as Lndon Educa
o Mindster on july 25 d
orwing prosests spenst the
aloged NEET paper losk
Bas demmed the mage of
the Bharatoys janata Pany
M. Thowh bhe bs unlibhe
N o retien o S Lonken
Cabinet in the near futiee,
Bs Sanre & a pany
srongmam = Odisha re
maades largedy sntact.

Mr. Pradbam & the o
prat serving Lnkon Mine
per froen Oxlsba. Asa ey &
gure in the BIIs ioner
cuache, be han arguably
wiehded more posser &t the
Centre than am podiescian
Soen the State since the
Late b Patnadk

“The resignation may be
4 temporary sethack, foeg

a3 am e wan not fven
Pt of the prosest; he had
potee 10 padchuse socond
hand boods S compet)

g b %o sy away om
PO ACTVItes oF ey
mance for a couple of
months. He, hosewer, con
snees o be the quinies
seritid power certre in O
mha  polecs.”  veteran
pobtical commemtator Ka
B (s sand

Meanwhile, Setzacton
arpue that aa 2 meve Viem
ber of Parttamen, be won't
correrumad the same pudl be
Bl is 4 Unthon Missster. In
poltics, power often 8-
tmen kpalky and leadens in
Odsha whe onoe abgned
with ham may o pecon
sider their allogusce In
Ighe of has resagnation

The trae test of his -
Suence i Odisha wil
cotee with e et regig in
e Mohan W Cabenet,
whikh s g overdue
With muluple Cabinet Mi
sitsbers  prufesing Ser
loryally to the formmey Uion
Mister and 2 bage s
mon of BIPF MLAS B s

kor aned protesten, be traxd
w o the area, baat the

Candls  Mablan  police
Cougghe M. Om haly 25, the
eneew day, the police dad
not even b ws boer
the police stamen where be
had bownt lahen The e
day, on july 25, | received &
cll rorn e Kandortagh
polce staem. When |
wenl Nere Dy salan! Tw
o vinlt the Candh Vissdan
pobor sation, bt | dad mx
Aad Me these Then |
wrnd o The Ctl ot altey
armem bromn the media
thue ol prosessen huad bewn

sha, owing = pan

talem theee hr prodectsn
before the magistrae. |
fournd M shonng 0 & pold
e van,” Ve sk sald

Several Lowywes aiv X
twely working on the case
O of hem, e Hgh
Conatt advoc e Baga
e, sald B §
LR L Lo b
violaied husic rights, In
chudey the right o be pro
e bedore 2 maghtrate
withes 24 banars

1 an Osely wmovking
o the e and have 3
plied for busl s ot
there haw bown diegalh
moed. The armested
ety wete deribad the @
POrTarsty %o et b
a%ad Do poldae diared 9
FIR omly this evenning
dorms o valner
bachgrounds, =
mary wio were o cven
———T— "

e

tave favd humililea n

over 48 houes Lot mighe
the policr redeumed the =0
e and lemake wadkonts,
ME 85 stadents ol of he
144 have bevn) wre o b
iL” M. Kishore ol The

by of s bate Gathwn, D
benckea  Mradban, who
served a5 2 Undon Minsseey
Mr. Fradhan rose 10 e

dra Modh 1 20M. Even be
fore that, he had been
wirking quietly in the pus-
oy abongside eaders ke
the bte Arun Jadey and
et i cose coordination
with Me Sodi and Lnion
Hoerwe Mirumter Amit Shah

Ower the past 12 years,

he has remained deeply
embeddded i both e Cen
el povermmment and the
PN NS K 0

Mr. Pradban was the
P undechared el i
mister i face in the st A5
setnbly slection. Under b
leadership.  the  pany
fought the 2007 hocal bogdy
pulls snd he 2009 peseral
and State chections, muk
ng clectiral g agana
e hen powertal Bju

Dad HIY gpavertenert
formey Chief Mine

has bept Mmsed!

I an open seche,
with loyaksts hoddeyg m
PTTam posions
Abhough Bt renguatson
CaTe MM masaie -
dent peotests, vidts by se-
mhot BJP leaders, inchuding
Me Shab, Firnuesce Vinisier
Nrmads Stharaman and
Comrerce Minster Phyush
Goval, signalled thae he
continues 1o hold ismpor
e withun the party
When Nr. Pradiom &
ved @ Parllamest on

Voondey, National Demso
cratie Alance M wel
commed b with chants of
“Tharmendra Pradhan
Bwdabad™ The dhow of
support sugpests that the
NP views him @ 2 ‘'vicem’
of the paper leak row rah
o han a by

State of affales
The rowsing weloome abo
serrl a Chear e o the
State WP deadership Mt
Pradhan cannot be sde-
Bowd in party affass

P satoeal presidem
Non Nabn's social media
pont pratsteng Mr. Pracdian s
perionmance as 3 Nireeer,
folowed by dmilar posts
o Me Majls, Stae M
misters and MILAS, under
lirend that the mewage had
been effectivedy dedivered

His exit now leaves Od-
ha's Derth in the Union
Cabvinset open. Top comten
ders inchude 1P vice pred-
deiit and Kendrapara MP

ins BJP’s strongman in Odisha

Badjryart Panda o wel as
Eapya Sobla memiber S0
jeet Kamar A section with
In the Stae BIP |s also o
vocating for the inchason
of State presddent and R
va Sabba NP Masmmohan
Samal. Parry sources sug
et M Pradhan’s n
themcr & Bhely % be 2 g
mifcat factir In e
decion - making peocess
T™he former Educaton
Missbier s Chout i the S
NP will Gacw & key sont et
yoar during the rural and
urban ocal bady pols
With the HD having vwaepa
the 2002 panchayet and
ovie elections, the Mohan
Myhu govermiment s under
rsnete pressure 1o e
cure 4 win. A sethack in
thewe upxomung  pols
would mark a mapr em-
barrassamem for the Stane
B beader iy, muabing the
former Usionn  Missster s
rode an 2 manster poll trate-
st all the mowre cruckd.
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SC mulls guidelines
for police conduct
during mass protests

o
v’ =
y 1 en] -
NEW DELII Meredy - "
because (V'D | h "
Observing that the consal there bs agtahon. it ‘
tutional right to peaceful '
Saa e he : does not mean there ' U
the Supreme (p':nm on shoukd be a Bt : ( o '
Monday indscated that it Chanee Discipline is
may consider framing un inegral to the ’ ) -
iform guidelines to regu- detycrati Ehul"d A

late police conduct during
largescale demonstra-

Process

el

" SLURYA
e The right to peaceful KANT ' ? w\M
Chief
profest s absolutedy gua- hoticr of , “Iﬁ Yv\ﬁ
ranteed under the Consti- India

tkon. So long as it s a
peaceful agitation, meredy
because there is agitation,
there cannot be [police ex-
cesses)... If there is police
excess committed, 0t
should be Independently
examined. Merely because
there Is agitation, & does
not mean there should be a
lathi charge. Discipline is
integral to the democratic
process,” Chief Justice of
India Surya Kant orally re-
marked. The observations
came as multiple petitions
concerning protests over
examinanon issues, inchud
ing pleas alleying police ex-
cesses during the July 20
march to Parliament as
well as those concerning
the alleged “aerial firing®
by police in Bibar, were
mentioned  before  the
Bench,

The top court agreed 10
hear all pending petitions
together on Tuesday

The Qlded Bench,
which also comprised Jus
tices Josmalya Bagehl and
V. Mohana, sald &t was
equally concermed abount
injuries sufered by both
protesters and police per
sonnel during such prot
ests, and stressed that
“self imposed  discipline”
on the part of both citzens
and baw enforcement was

essential 1o the funcilg
ol & democracy

Senlor  advocate VIKE
Singh urged the court w
frame uniform guidelines
governing  police  action
during protests, podnting
out that allegations of pal-
KE eX0CSSes were Do
fined 10 Delbd but had
faced across the country.

The Chilef Justice agreed
that a standard operating
protocol appeared neces-
sary: “.. . some anti-social
edements have done anyth-
ing, that can also be looked
mto.”

Meanwhile, retired In-
telligence Bureau Special
Director  Yashovardhan
Azad, along with two other
victims of alleged pellet-
gun imjuries, moved the
Supreme Court on Monday
sewking a ban on the use of
wholly or partly metalbx
kinetic  projectides  fired
from pump-actson oF pro-
yectile-action guns (PAG),
or pellet guns, for crowd
control by law  enforce
memt agencies. The petl
tion also soughe exemplary
compensation for all those
allegedly injured by pellet
firing during the july 20
protests.

Ritd b pas
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Include independent auditor in temple SIT:SC __~"

Aaratrika Bhasmik
NEW DELMD

Calling for a “qualitative
and impartial® investiga-
om Monday directed the Ut
tar Pradesh government 1o
inchade an independent fo
rensic auditor in the recon
stituted Special lnvestiga
tion Team (SIT) probing
the alleged theft of dona-
tloms at the Shri Ram Jan
mabboond  Temple In
Ayodhya.
Meul‘ahdthofpﬂ}
tions seeking an indepen-
dmlpmhrlmnhralll'd
fnancial irvegularities in
the affairs of the Shri Ram
Janmabhoomi Teerth
Kshetra Trust, a three
jodge Bench headed by
Chief Justice of India (CJ1)
Surya Kamt also directed
the SIT to submit a status
report on the progress of
the investiggation  within
two weeks,
“Since the nature of the

investigation involves the

alleged  musappropranon
of trust funds, the learned

Solicitor-General, repre
senting the State of Ustar

Pradesh, has fairly agreed
that an auditor with expe-

LN

rience in forensic auditing
shall also be assoctated as a
member of the SIT,” the
Bench, inclading Justices
Joymalya Bagchi and V.
Mohana, said.
Appearing for the Ustar
Pradesh government, Sol
icitor General Tushar Meh
ta mformed the Bench that
a four member SIT headed
by  nspector-General of
Police (0GP Kiran S. had
been constinmed 10 invest)
gate the alleged embezzie
ment of donations at the
temple. He said the pandd
had been reconstituted in
complance with the wop
cout's earlier directions.
Earlier, the Bench had
cmoned all  parties
“politicising™ the
Whnand&hdlhc
State government o con-
sider placing the angning
police probe under the su
‘ of the three
member SIT that had first
uncovered prima facie evi-
dence of the alleged frand.
“We would like you 1o
take mstructions whether
the same SIT that exa
mined the ssue earlier can
supervise the |nvestigs
tion. Those semsor offickals
have first-hand experience

Sobcitor- Gaveral Tushue Nehita had apprived the cout that IGP
Kran S would head the probe oo Ram Temple donation theft. a»

of the matier,” the Bench
had wld My, Mehta, refer
ring to the committee com-
prising Lucknow Divisional
Commissioner Vijay Vish-
was Pant, Mr. Kiran, and
Special Secretary (Finance)
Neel Ratan.

On Monday, Mr. Mchta
apprised the court that Mr.
Kiran would head the in-
vestigation. The State go-
vernment has incduded In
specior-General of Police
(Ayodhya Range) Somen
Barma and Semior Superin:
tendent of Police (Ayod
hva) Gauravy Grover as
members i the recomst)
ruted SIT.

The Chief Justice then
sald that an “eminent, In
dependent” chartered ac
countamt with expertise in
forensic auditing be includ-
ed I the investigation
seam. My, Mehta agreed 1o
the suggestion.

“Let SIT do its job’
Semior advocate  Devdatt

Teerth Kshetra Trust. He
urged the Bench 10 direct
the Trust 10 upload detalls
of all donation receipts on
s website to ensure tran-
sparency.

“Receipes were collect
ed for the Trust from all ov-
er the coumntry. Peaple have
domated 000, 1500 and
other amounts. There are
karge-scale reports that ul-
timately the mooey has not
reached the Trust. Whatev
er receipes the Trust has re
ceived slnnld be put on

posted for further hearing
afer two weeks. The
Bench directed the SIT w0
place its status report on
record and indicated that
would comtioue w0
the progress of
Evestigation.

Several
One of the peti
been filed by petitioner-in-
person Narendra  Kumar
Goswami, who has sought
a Central Bureau of Invests
gation (CBI) probe into the
alleged scam alorg with an
audit of the Trust's fimanc-
es by the Compuraller and
Auditor General (CAG).
Another petition,
moved by Rashtriya Janata
Dal (RIDY MP Sudhakar
Sieggh, sewlks 4 COurt-super -
vised CBI probe along with
comprehensive

the

a forensic
audit of the fmances of the
temple Trust. Mr. Singh
has also urged the wp
court 1o emsure the preser-
vatson of all fmancial re

the Imegrity of the ew
dence Is maintained dur-

ng the investiganion.




Govt. introduces paper leak Bill

in Lok Sabha; debate likely today

Six hours allocated for discussion; 91 amendments moved by members, says Speaker as he brokers truce between govt. and
Oppaosition, which demanded a discussion on police action on protesting students: Ram Temple, F20 issues may be raised

Sandeep Phukan

NEW DELHI

he Union govern-

ment on Monday

introduced in the
Lok Sabha a Bill providing
for harsher penalties and
time-bound investigations
into  examination paper
leaks amid a huge uproar
by the Opposition mem-
bers, who demanded a dis-
cussion on the police ac-
tion on protesting students
in the country.

The stalemate is likely to
end on Tuesday, with
Speaker Om Birla broker-
ing a ruce between the
Treasury and the Opposi
tion benches on Monday
afternoon, sources said.
The floor leaders of both
National Democratic Al-
liance and Indian National
Developmental, Inclusive
Alliance (INDIA) had been
in  twuch since the
morning.

Six hours have been al-
located for the Public Ex-
aminations (Prevention of
Unfalr Means) Amendment
Bill, 2026, and 91 amend-
ments have been moved by
Lok Sabha members cut-
ting across party lines, Mr

Presiding officer Dilip Salkia arriving to conduct the proceedings of
the Lok Sabha during the Monsoon Sess«on on Monday. AN

Birla announced in the
House earlier.

The Bill seeks 1o amend
the antipaper leak law
with stricter punishment
of up to 10 years in jail and
$50 lakh fine.

The proposed legisla-
tion, which seeks to amend
an existing law, was first
promised by Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi In a
midnight Instagram post
last week in a bid to quell
the students” protest at Jan-
tar Mantar,

The Bill was introduced
by Union Minister of State
for PMO and Personnel,
Public Grievances and Pen-
sions Jitendra Singh even

as the Opposition protest-
ed and sloganeered over
the police crackdown on
students during the Cock-
roach Janta Party (CJP)-led
July 20 protest march to
Parliament as well as in
some States like West Ben-
gal and Bihar.

No let-up in protests

The Opposition, which had
been protesting since 1l
a.m., when the House was
convened, was unrelenting
and did not let the Bill be
taken up for discussion
and passage despite re
peated appeals from Mr.
Birla as well as Parliamen-
tary Affairs Minister Kiren

Rijijju. He said several
members, including those
from the Opposition, were
prepared to participate in
the debate but the Con
gress and “some of its
friends”™ were causing dis-
ruptions and not allowing
a debate. At 2 p.m., howev-
er, the Speaker said both
ruling and Opposition
sides should try and arrive
at a decision by 5 p.m. till
when the House was
adjourned.

Senior Congress leaders
are understood to have
met the Speaker after this
and agreed to the discus-
sion being taken up on
Tuesday.

“All political parties
have agreed 1o discuss the
anti-paper leak Bill on
Tuesday. Following Om
Birla's Initlative and sus-
tained dialogue, floor lead:
ers of political parties have
agreed o commence dis-
cussion on the Public Ex-
amination (Prevention of
Unfair Means) Amendment
Bill 2026, sources sail.,

Opposition sources said
they were now looking 1o
widen the offensive by tar-
geting the government ov-
er the alleged Ram Temple
donation embezzlement

case and ethanol-blended
fuel.

With the Uttar Pradesh
Assembly election due in
early 2027, the Samajwadi
Party is seeking to use the
Ram Temple issue 1o make
inroads among the B|P's
core support base of Ram
devotees, while the Con
gress has held over 50
press  conferences  de
manding Prime Minister
Narendra Modi's statement
on the alleged donation
theft.

“We shouldn't allow the
BJP to hijack our religion.
We are all very proud Hin-
dus and not political Hin-
dus like them,” a senior
Congress leader told The
Hindu.

The Opposition plans to
highlight concerns over
ethanol-blended fuel,
which it believes resonate
with the middle class,
another key BIP
constituency.

And with the CJP taking
limelight for spearheading
the Gen-Z protests and the
government appearing in-
tent on sidelining Opposi-
tion parties, these parties
do not want to give much
elbow room to the govern-
ment,
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Court seeks Centre’s reply on
plea over anti-defection law

Rajva Sabha member Kapil Sibal has challenged the interpretation of the ‘merger” exception under
aragraph 4 of Tenth Schedule, contends issue is unlikely to be resolved through legislative process

Aaratrika Bhaumik
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on
Monday sought the Union
government's response on
a petition filed by senior
advocate Kapil Sibal chal-
lenging the interpretation
of the “merger” exception
under the anti-defection
law contained in the Tenth
Schedule of the
Constitution.

The Independent Rajya
Sabha member has ques-
tioned the interpretation
of the “merger” exception
under Paragraph 4 of the
Tenth Schedule, whgreby a
political party is
have “merged” with a
er political party solely
the basis that two-thirds of
the members of its legisla-
ture party have claimed
such a merger even “if
there is no other indica-
tion™ that the original polit-
ical party has actually
merged. Mr. Sibal, appear-
ing as petitioner-in-person,
submitted before a Bench
of Justices P.S. Narasimha
and Alok Aradhe that such
an interpretation of Para-
graph 4 would have “huge
repercussions” for the pol-
ity as an electoral majority

can be turned into a minor-
ity by resorting to mergers.

He argued that the Con-
stitution does not permit a

situation where a legisla-
ture party can, by itself,

cussions for our polity...
The electoral verdict can
be changed. A minority
can become a majority and
a majority can become a
minority,” Mr.  Sibal
submitted.

‘Issues for Parliament’

While acknowledging the
concerns raised about the
operation of the Tenth
Schedule, the Bench ex-
pressed its disinclination
to entertain the plea, ob-
serving that any shortcom-

This has huge
repercussions..,
The electoral verdict can
be changed. A minority

can become a majority
and a majority can

become a minority

KAPMIL SIBAL
EKajva Sabha member

ings in the anti-defection
law were matters for Parlia-
ment to take a call on,

“These are issues typi-
cally to be raised before
the floor of the House.. If
not, then at least before
political parties. The Tenth
Schedule is intended to
regulate the mechanism
between the legislators...
What transpired in the
working of the Tenth Sche-
dule, we have been seeing
enormous issues”, Justice
Narasimha remarked.

Mr. Sibal submitted that
the issue was unlikely to be
resolved through the legis-
lative process because the
prevailing interpretation
benefited those in power.
He also referred to the
2022 Goa defection matter
which is pending before
the top court. In 2022,
eight of 10 Congress MLAs
in Goa, claiming to form

two-thirds of the Congre
legislature party, had
clared a “merger"” with tlg
BIP and sought protectiq
under the Tenth Schedulp.
The separate plea filed By
Congress leader Giri
Chodankar, pending
fore the Supreme Cousg,
argues that “mergers §f
State legislature parties i§
Opposition led by th
Leader of the Oppositi
are not only a constitution
al sin but also amount to a
direct attack on the demo-
cratic setup of an Assemb-
Iy". The petition challeng-
es the Bombay High
Court’s January 16, 2025,
judgment, which upheld
the legislators’ move to the
BIP as a valid “merger"”.

The Bench ultimately
agreed to issue notice on
the plea and examine the
competing interpretations
of the merger exception
under the anti-defection
law. The petition argues
that, more than two de-
cades after the Tenth Sche-
dule was amended, politi-
cal actors have
increasingly sought to ex-
ploit the presumption con-
tained in Paragraph 4(2) as
a means of circumventing
the anti-defection law.
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Forced labour farce

Indlia should not let the USS new tarifls
push it towards a trade deal
he 10% tariff that the United States has
imposed on India and several other coun-
tries over their imports of goods suppos-
edly made using forced labour is merely an at-
tempt to restore permanent tariffs and, once
again, highlight the benefits of a trade deal with
the US. The U.S. Supreme Court’s February 2026
decision deakt a body blow 10 the USs attempts
to secure trade deals. The main threat, of high re-
ciprocal tarifs, had been removed. ULS. Presi-
dent Donald Trump's solution, of a temporary
10% tariff on all countries, suffered from two
weaknesses: it would expire in 150 days, and was
levied on all countries equally, regardless of
whether they had a deal with the US. or not.
Those taniffs have now expired. The Section 301
“forced Bbour’ tarifls announced kst week are
more permanent, and have carved out benefits
for those with trade deals with the U.S. For exam
ple, while US, imports from India will face a
tariff over and above the base tariff the US. charg-
es everybody, the European Undon and Talwan
will face a 1otal tariff of 10%. Similar benefits have
been accorded to Japan, South Korea and Swit-
zerland, all of which also have trade deals with
the ULS. at various stages of formalisation. If stop-
ping forced bour was the primary focus, tariffs
woulld have been applied equally across all offen-
ders, regardless of trade deal status. The tariffs
would also not have had as many product wise
exemptions and country-wise quotas as the final
version has.

There Is also the question of whether the US.
should be penalising other countries for their
trade with third parties. India has not been ac-
cused of using forced labour, vet faces tariffs be-
cause others have been. This, soon after the US.
government told a court that it dic not want to act
as the “world police™. India has done well to re-
duce the proposed 12.5% taniffs to a final 10°%, the
same as or better than most of its competitors. All
it ook was a notification banning the import of
goods made using forced labour. The action nself
will be difficult to enforce, since it will require
countries such as China and Malaysia o allow In-
dsan government officials to visit and investigate
their bour conditions. But simply issuing the
notification won India a tariff reduction. Howey
er, uncertainty persists since the other Section
SJOI Investigation, on excess capacity, Is yet o
play out and could result in further tariffs. It is
highly unlikedy that India will accept a trade deal
until those tarifls become clear. That said, the ta-
riffs should not push India towards a deal. Expe-
rience has shown that the US. tarifl ndscape
can change radically even after a deal s signed.
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All art, no deal

Donald Trump miscalculated tming
and substance of Saudi mdmr deal

e anmouncement .
T di Anhu dﬁl nmk- in the mist
over Teb

ran's muchear pmgnmmt. conild hardly have
Come at & worse time. Manters became more com-
plicated when LS. Pressdent Donald Tramp, af
ter the agreement had been signed, added a new
comdition: that Seudh Arabia should join the Abra-
ham Accords. Saadi Arabia has long sought to de-
velop a civillan nuclear programme. Crown
Prime Mobhammad bin Salman, or MBS, wants to
end the kingdom's “addiction” 1o oil. His Vision
2000 alms 10 diversify the economy through B
nance, megaprogects, tourism and power-hungry
artificial imtelligence (A data centres. The king:
dom currenstly relies heavily on oil and gas for
electricny generation. Saudi officials believe that
nuclear power would help meet rising domestic
energy demand, while freeing more ol and gas
for export. MBS first 100k up his nuclear ambs-
tioms with Mr. Trump durmg the laer's first pre
sidential term. His successor Joe Biden offered a
deal but made it comtingent on Ryadh joining the
Abraham Accords. Ar that time, Saudi Arabia ap:
peared open 1o normalising ties with lsrael, but
Hamas's October 2023 attack on lsrael and Is-
rael’s genockdal war on Gaza prompred the Sau
dis to sheldve the idea. The July 22 deal suggaested
that Riyadh and Washangton cnttlnm-d talks and
remained keen on nuclear
As a signatory 1o the NPT, Saudi Aubuluucv

ery right to pursue a peaceful nuclear pro-
gramme. But the agreement announced by LS.
Energy Secretary Chrls Wright leaves open the
possibility of nuchear enrichment on Saudi sodl.
This fhes in the fGce of the LS, appasition 1o any
Iranian enrschiment on s sodl. The agreement,
according to US. media reparts, does not reguire
Saudll Arabka to adopt the IAEA's Additional Pro-
tocod, which gramts inspectors broad powers 1o
conduct short-notice inspections. The omission
has fuelled comcerns that the kingdom could
eventually acquire the technical capability to
weapomise its nuckear programme. Facing dom-
estic oriticism, Mr. Trump declared that the deal
would proceed only if Saudi Arabia joined the
Abraham Accords - a condition which was conr
spicuously absent when the areement was
signed. This apparent reversal is unlikely 1o reas
sure Rivadh, which s already guestioning the re-
lability of US. security guaransees, If the deal
eventusally goes ahead, Tehiran is likely 00 harden
its posizion on enrichment in any future nuclear
talks with the LS. If Mr, Trump's objective was o
reassure a bong standing ally while sgnaling sara
tegic leverage over a reghonal rival, the execution
of the deal has had the opposite effect. 1l oimed
diplomacy, ambiguous provisions and shifting
conditions have deepened Saudi concerns and
strengthened Iran's resolve. That is the result of
Mr. Trump's version of the “art of the deal™.
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USA-Saudi Arabia Civil Nuclear Deal (2026)
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Beyond compliance, India’s road to cleaner mobility

he debate over India’s proposed

Corporate Average Fud Eficency

(CAFE) TN norms comses at a crucial

time for the global autamobile iIndustry
as it transitions from mternal combustion engnes
(CE) 1o electrified powertrains. It also highlights
India’s vulmerabllity o mmporsed crade od amid
renewed geopolitical tensions. The framework
India adopts today will mfluence imvestment,
sechnology choloes and energy security foe
decades.

CAFE N1, compliance or transformation

The Power Minisery's July ¥6 draft notificacion
marks the third iteration of CAFE I after months
of mdustry lobbying. While some manufacturers
pushed for stricter norms, others sought
Bexibility. The proposal attempes a compeomise,
bt the guestion remains whether it prioritises

PassCTReT

models. Introduced in the Unised Staes in 1975
afver the 1973 Arab ofl embargn, they almed 10
reduce ol dependence and prosect consumers
from high fuel costs. The rules caused
automakers o adopt smaller, more efficient
vehicles. This also helped accelerate the rise of
Japanese manufacturers.

From the 1990s, fued efficiency regulations
gained a second parpose: reducing
greenhouse gas emissions. In the United States,
the EPA's Endangerment Finding brought
greenhouse gases under the Clean Alr Act, with
later emnissions standards algned coseldy with
CAFE rulles. While the rules
encouraged innovation in hyvbrids and electric
vehicles (EV). Ironscally, the Obama
administratson’s $465 million Department of
Energy loan to Tesla in 2000 helped acoelerate an
EV industry now dominated by China.

(hina's experience is even more instructive. it
imtroduced mandatory fuel-consumption
standards in 2004, initially regulatiog indvidual
vehiche models by weight rather than fleet
averages. As car ownership surged, concerns over
ol imports and urban air pollution grew. The
standards tightened over time bedore China
changed direction in 2088 with the introduction
of its Dual Credit Systemn.

Under this framework, manufacturers must
meet both Corporate Average Fuel Consumption
(CAFC) standards and New Energy Vehicle (NEV)
credit requirements. Puelefficency compliance
alone is insuicient. Companies that Gl 1o eamn

Weak fud

elciency
enough NEV credits through EV or plug-in hybrid nosms risk
production must purchase credits from those ke the
with surplus EV production, creating a market eping
that rewards mnovation and peralises delayed country
electrification. For examgle, = India, Maruti dependent on
Suruki could remuain NEV credit-deficient by 18% imported ol

despie having highly fuel efhaent ICE models i
it bad no EVS in its portfolio. it woukd need 10 buy

credies from compuanses such as Tata Mosors or
Mahindra, which generme NEV credits through
thewr EV portfolios. While CAPC credits can be
banked, carried forward or transferred within
corporae groups, NEV credits cannot be offset in
the same way. The results are evident. According
to the Intermanional Energy Agency's Global EV
Outlook 2006, China sobd more than 13 millon
ehectric cars in 2005, accounting for almost 55%
of new passenger vehicle sales. G
figures were about 27% in the European Umson,
nearly 1% in the US. and around 4% in India.
Inchia’s own debate has centred on differences
between Maruti Sunala, Tata Motors and
Mahindra & Mahindra. An earlier proposal
effectively carved ount lighner small cars from the
full stringency of CAFE 1. That exemption has
since been removed. The current proposal seeks
1o reduce average emissions from aroand 113
£O0ykm 80 77 g00km by FY2031-32 On paper,

that ambitious. Yet, the headline tanget
tells part of the ssory.
The cost of

The revised framework introduces several
fexibility mechanisms that, taken together,
subszantially reduce nts effective stringency.

The first is the Carbon Neutrality Factor, which
awards compliance benefits for vehicles
compatible with higher ethanal blends and other
fuels. Yet, the government has informed
Parliament that no decision has been taken o
move beyornd E20 blending (0% plant-based
ethanal with S0% regular petrol). Manudacturers
therefore recenve achvantages for
technologies whose lomg-term policy trajeciory
remains uncertain. Ethancd is also more
expensive than petrol, and has lower energy
density, and therefore delivers lower mileage - a
fact belatedlly acknowledged by the Centre after &
drew severe crinicism.

The second is the use of super credies. Battery
EVs, plug-in hybrids, strong hybrids and flex-fuel
veticles recetve addimional weight in fleet
calculations. Whille this encourages cleaner
technologies, it also means that fewer actual
low emission vehicle sabes are required 10 offset
higher emission models. Strong hybrids, which
penserally rely primarily on the ICE while using
ehectric propulsion over relathvely short distances
and #t lower speeds, also receive super-credit
benefits despite offering only partial
electrification.

The third mechastsm s banking and trading of
compliance credits. Manufacturers
outperformuing their tangets can acoamulate
credies and sell them 1o others. In addition, the
draft allows companies 1o buy credits deectly
from the Bureau of Energy Eficiency (BEE) at
administratively fixed prices if deficits remain

after trading. The BEE s therefore not 2 market
exchange but effectively a seller of Kist resor!. emmee—mmm——
In theory, this introduces efficiency into the
system. In peactice, it alkows companses that are
lagging to meet compliance reguirements without
draft notscation allows manulacturers 10 buy
compiance credits from the BEE at £2,500 per
gram of COykm in FY2008, rising to 84,500 by
FY2032. By comparison, the Energy Conservation
Act prescribes addisonal penalities of T25,000 or
150,000 per vehicle depending on the extent of
non-complance. Expressed in CAFE terms, the
lower penalty threshold is broadly equivalent o a
litthe ower £5,000 per gram of COwkm, implying

that the proposed buyout price begins at less
than half that level,

Finally, complance s assessed over theee year
blocks before shifting 1o two-year blocks, allowing
maanfacturers to average performance across
mwiltiphe years rather than meeting tangets
annually. Therefore, delays in one year can be

ancther

purpose of a regulation?

Introduced ONG varsanes. Regulation can create
muarkets a5 much as respond to them.

To put this in perspective: manufacturers’
voluntary comenitments already average nearly
20r% EV share by 2000, with several original
equipment manufacturers aiming for JO% or
higther. In effect, the revised regulacion stemgts
ondy half of what the industry itself has
commutted to. The timing also matters. India

Strengthening fuel-efhoency
mmmamm.

significance of revising India’s CAFE norms, as
they offer an oppoartumity to address a
macroeconomic vulmerability while helping meet
India’s Glasgow commitment on energy

India should seize this to positson
itsell alongside the workd's leading asomotive
markets in the transition to kow-carbon mobdley.

b shunda rwthcturnda oo
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CAFE &t 2?

CAFE (Corporate Average Fuel Efficiency) UH HEF & S
foRdt Ueh @ HTSeT 91 a1, dfceh fehdl aTe =arar
(Automaker) &% QAL (Fleet) il 3THd S8 2a7aT 371 COz

St 1 T e S
Energy Efficiency - BEE

Tt <ht Rufa

16 TEATE 2026 1 %3 TEFR A Draft CAFE-I11 NO{V
TSI TH (Public Consultation) & foTu
7 o 1 3rdret 2027 @ AT & T S @

COZ JoHSiH | HHT A
=d dd (Crude Oil) & 3THITd U 9RA hl FHHar "M
@ﬁgaﬁm%@amﬁaﬁméml

I & SNEIR &&41 (Climate Commitments) 3 EAUEZCI]

BLICINIELIE

Passenger Vehicles (M1 Category) o foru 21feres 2 Fuel
Efficiency Targetsl

Fleet-average CO» 3cdSH ol IUTEG aiieh ¥ A TR Sroam)
Battery Electric Vehicles (BEVs), Plug-in Hybrid Vehicles
(PHEVs) 31 Range-Extended EVs ! o AU g = | e
fapa T 21

Wmﬁ‘f\( Fleet maﬁma&a@mﬁﬂ, If%

Tk Higel |

Facts

Full Form: Corporate Average Fuel Efficiency (CAFE)
TS WEAT: Bureau of Energy Efficiency (BEE)

HATAA: Ministry of Power

Fﬂ"[\ﬁ"l‘rz M1 Category Passenger Vehicles (9 |12 @, 3.5
21 9 FH)

Draft STI: Tgfﬂi 2026

SrEaTierd @ fafer: 1 31 2027
arafer: 2027-2032
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To fix unemployment, fix the economy first

he Cockroach Jamta across a range of industries. By

2024, mare than two million
robots were already working n
Chinese factories. And in Beijing,
Shanghal and Sherzhen, Meltuan,
the mation’s largest food delivery

urgency for reforming
the econoeny 10 Creale maore

employment for India's youth.

Fixing the education system alone Arun Maira service, has experimented with
willl not salve the unemployment Asthor of using small autonomous robots to
problem. The hasic structure of Tesmaguing indis's deliver food. But China's advances
the economy must be reformed. Economy The Road in Al have run headlong imto a
China and India, the only two to a More [ quitable growing problem: amety over the
conintries in the world with Sockety workers who could be displaced.
populations exceeding ome billion, China’s political and economic
have the greaest need for history reveals that, despite being
meanmghul employment. i an authoritarian country, the
omizens are not fully emploved, Chinese government s very
and incomes of masses do not attentive to what people are
China has done much better than Internet. History has taught them
lisclia in this regand; the per capita that another revolution will form i
incorme of Chinese citizens has disenchamted and educated youth
risen roughly etght times Gster rise along with the disgruntled

than Indians’ in the last 30 years. workers and peasants. They know

Indlia’s leaders find themselves they must respond.
in the middle of conflicting trends. Unemployment has been
First, they are pushing abead with increasing in China. The

unemployment rate for migramt
workers rose (o 5.7% in March this

been swift 1o act. A court ruled in
May that a tech company had
fllegally Ld off a worker after

replacing ham with Al software.
Another ruled that, “the
development of artihcal
‘ , intelligence sechnology showlk! be
emphoyment 0 applied 1o Bberacing labour
unit of GDP growth, in which India promoting employment and
has been a laggard since the mproving people’s livelibood™
liberal market economic reforms And yet another ruled that
of the 1990s. “companies that benefit from
Since India has the birgest techinology must, at the same
population of youth in the workd, The ‘case of time, adopt sockal respoesibilites
its economic growth should have doing business’ and prosect worker rights”
the higghest employiment elasticity. must now Chiina’s Ministry of Human
However, the increased adopeion become Resources and Soclal Security
of Al will ondy make it worse. subordinate to announced in January that it
e asse of woutld roll out policies 1o address
The China model e Cane ( the impact of Al on jobs, inchading
(hina has invested bdlons 1o living and targeted support for key
become an Al superpower and has  carning for all industries. In June, the State
raced o mtegrate the technology citlzens Council issued a plan on

mmplementing an
“employment-first” strategy for
the 2006-2000 period. Party
officials have proposed sweeping
EOVETTHETI IeTvenTions suc
reguiring emplovers to offer
tramning to help workers

an Alcentric job market.

“Viksht Bharat’ by 2047, To make it
a realiny, t will have 10 put more
teeth into its policies to increase
employment and incomes, and
stave off the negative impacts that
Al will have on emphoyment.
Polickes must reguire that
employers take moee
responsibility for training their
own workers; they must be
restragned from Laying them off.
New policies must put workers’
rights ahead of capitalists’ rights,
as Chirna has done. India's labour
market reforms, with the four
Lbour codes, are directed o

subordinate 1o the ease of living
and earning for all cittzens.

India’s leaders would do well w0
bearn from China's leaders on how
to navigate this moment in hissory.
The righes of all workers mast be
firmly protected. Whille the views
of finandial investors must be
heard, the views of workers and
small-time entrepremeurs must be
heard much more.
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Employment Elasticity (EE) 9 919 & St siard1 & foF GDP (3T a1mfeier

Jcqred) 1% hY T{% FAC R LR DK (Employment) o

grdt 2l

= (Formula)

E l tEl ‘ .t / . |
» { ] ., . -
mployment Llasticily = y Tt

Jelalul

WFﬁﬁl’Q

GDP | 10% 3 g
TSR H 2% s &3
d,

Employment Elasticity =2+ 10=10.2

AITd GDP H 1% g B T AR haet 0.2% T
THET AL HH THS?

1. High Employment Elasticity

anTfeien fereshma o @ siferes it I 8
39 Job-rich Growth & SITdT 2|
ISTELT: EE = 0.8

GDP 10% &1 — TSR 8% el

o1 2l

o wfavra afy_
7

2. Low Employment Elasticity

o I 9 W& 7, A TSI 5/gd FH oIg & ol
* 3 Jobless Growth &t feufa aram Sirar 2|

*  3qrEn: EE = 0.1

*  GDP 10% @l — TSR &ad 1% 2|

TR & dgq d
* Y H s RE] a9 q Employment Elasticity aﬁw &4 @ 2
*  3HH IHE FAT:

. T'Eﬁ-WH (Capital-intensive) JT &1 faer

*  Automation 37T Al & sT&dT J9I1|

o Yared it Ut Fig foraw AR srensRd wu gfed arar 2



A M. Jigeesh

mid concerns of fertilizer

shortage during the ongoing

kharif season due to the

situation in West Asia, greater
demand because of El Nido and
complaints of over-use of chemical
fertilizers such as urea, the Cabimet
Committee on Economic Affairs recently

the National Investment Policy
for Urea (NIPU)-2006,

The new policy s aimed 2t self-reliance
in urea production, a sector which is
dependent on imports. According to the
Government, the policy will encourage
new investments i the urea sector for
setting up the gas-bused urea
manufacturing units in the coumtry.

The key changes in the policy,
compared 10 the existing policy, include
the separanon of fived and variable coses
for greater transparency, introduction of a
viable Return on Equity (RoE) band with a
floor at 12% and a celling a 165, and

through conversion of fixed cost into
Indian rupees after four years hased on

prevailing exchange rates.

How has the urea policy evolved?

The Union Government had announced
sich a policy for urea sector in 2002, 2003
and 1 was amended in October 2004 10
facilitate fresh investment.

Six new urea units have been set up
under the 2012 policy, which includes
four set up through joint Venture
Companses (JVO of nominated PSUs and
two set up by the private companies. At
present, there are 13 operational urea
manufacturing units with total
reassessed installed capacity of 269.42
Lakh Metric Toanes (LMT), according 10
the Unbom Fertilisers Mingstry,

“There s a need o Increase the
indigenous production of Urea. There is a
£ap in the indigenous production and
demand of urea in the coumry which is
hlled by the import of wrea,” the

Governiment had sakd.

The Government amended the policy
further in May 2015 for the existing 25
gas-based urea units and it led o
additional production of urea by 20-25
LMT as compared to the production
during 208415 3

From 225 LMT per ansum during
200415, the current production from all
these units has reached JM0.07 LMT
during 2023-24. “During 200526, 293.30
LMT of Urea was produced in the
country,” the Government says.

What is India’s fertilizer subsidy bill?
The total fertilizers subsidy in 202526 s ¥
21728110 crore. In 202425, It was
7706206 crore, Out of this, the urea
subsicly alone for 2005-26 was TLAZITS ™
crore and for 2004-25 it was 11,2439 .50
crore. For phosphorus, and potassium,
the subsidy component s 87499999
croee and 52810 crore respectively. For
noton of onganic lertilizers, the

wded a subsidy of

DOS37 crore and T32.56 crore in the st
rwo Bnancial years.

How is urea made available?
According 10 the data provided by the
Government in Parliament, as on March
3, 2006, the country has the reguirement
of 370,584 LMT of urea for the kharil
season. The avallabiiey is 43244 LMT, ount
of which 351,59 LMT will be for sale under
Direct Benetit Transter (DBET) system
where all subsidised fertllizers will be sold
1o buyers s made through Pol of Sale
(PasS) devices “installed at cach retadler
shop and the beneficiaries are identified
through Aadhaar Card, KOC, Voter
Identity Card etc”™. In 2004-25, the
requirement was 364.00 LMT and
availability was 44383 LMT.

The Governument cladms that it has
taken steps to promate the halanced and
efficient use of fertilizers. “The
Government s promoting Integrated
Nutrient Management (INM), which
advocates the judicious and scientific
integration of onganic sources, chemical
fertilizers, and biokoghcal inputs for
efficient and sustainable mutrent
msanagensent,” the Ministry said adding
that the INM aims 10 meet the tutrient
requirements of crops in an economscal
and etnvironmentally sustalnabde manmer
while maintaining long-term sodl fertility.
It had also experimented with Nano Urea,
which is yet to get popularity among
farmers, apparently after controversees
over its soentific efficacy and result,

THE GIST
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The Contre recently agproved
the National irwestment Polcy
for Urea INIPU)- 2026, which is
amed at sell rellance n wred
production, a sector which is

dependent on impons
-

The Unon Gowerrment had
arnounced such 3 policy for
Ured secior m 2002, 2035 and it
was amended in October 2004
to Lacibtate trendh irwentment
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2. YouTube Homeworlk

Please send in your answers to
dailyquiz@thehindu.co.in

) World Heritage Site/here’s a quiz on the

THE DAILY QUI

V.V. Ramanan

.

QUESTION 1

Apart from the Taj Mahal,
whech other properties
from India were the first
to be given UNESCO
World Heritage Site status
in 19837

N

QUESTION 2

What is unique about the
Khangchendzonga
National Park inscribed to
the list in 20147

N

QUESTION 3

Name the inscnbed
property that is spread
across Tamil Nadu,

West Bengal and

different times part of
‘World Hertage in Danger’
list?

5

QUESTION S

Which site is transnational,
being shared with six other
countries?

S

QUESTION 6

Inscribed in 2003, which site
exhibits the earliest traces of
human life in India?

.

QUESTIONT

Which Indian currency notes
feature the Konark Sun

Temple and the Sanchi Stupa?

Visual question: Name this World Heritage Site and the State in
which it 1s located, GETTY IMAGES

Questions and answers to the previous day's daily
quiz: 1. Vincent van Gogh's painting ‘The Starry Night
depicts’ the view from the window of this institution where
he was staying. Ans: The Saint-Paul-de-Mausole asylum
in Saint-Rémy-de-Provence, France

2. Thas fellow artist was invited by Van Gogh to live and
work with him in the “Yellow House" at Arles. Ans: Paul
Gauguin

3. Van Gogh was deeply influenced by Japanese woodblock
prints, a style collectively known by this Japanese term.
Ans: Ukiyo-e

4.Van Gogh’s profession before he decided to become an
artist. Ans: He worked as an art dealer (and later also
served as a teacher, bookseller's assistant and lay
preacher)

5. Van Gogh died in July 1890 in this French willage. Ans:
Auvers-sur-Oise

Visual: This is generally believed to be the only painting
Vincent van Gogh sold during his lifetime, identify it. Ans:
The Red Vineyard (The Red Vineyard at Arles)

Early birds: Tamal Biswas| K.N. Viswanathan| Erfanally
Oosmany Piyali Tuli| Arun Kumar Singh

> UNESCO’s World

- \ (\‘v%

Heritage Sites in India
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WA T 4531 UNESCO World Heritage Site: @TTATY (Sarnath)

AT el [Td 22
TS I TSI /

25 TEIT3 2026 I 3T TSI % AATY (Ancient Buddhist Site
of Sarnath) &1 UNESCO & World Heritage List ¥ I
fpam 1| 3Tk AT € T8 WHE w1 4581 UNESCO World
Heritage Site &4 77| 98 fota gfeqor Fwifer & qqm™ (Busan) ﬁ

HIISId UNESCO World Heritage Committee
\—__—-——_—‘—__‘/
foram

N
ehean yTat: IR (ST 10 foRHT)

i T B (GRT/sfieaT) @ er)

mmi‘fﬁ%ﬁaﬁm

T8 I WA g, AT H F1H T quq
39T (First Sermon) fe=m «m

39 H2AT ] aHesh Uaad (Dhammacakkappavattana) @l
ST 2|

aﬁﬁ@ﬁﬁ(Sangha)ﬁmﬁ, 3T I8 d1g &4 o I1
T e H § U B

qHE HHh

% N—"
YA T (Dhamek Stupa) — TIH 393 3T FHH|

a‘i@?&sg (Chaukhandi Stupa) — ST2( W@i 5
firet)

\7‘1 (Ashoka Pillar) — 40T foesfid (Lion Capital)
T{d T TSI T teh (National Emblem) 2|

Wgﬁﬁ fae® (Mulagandha Kuti Vihara)|

QAT YUded AT (Sarnath Archaeological Museum)
— 781 qoT T gefera 2

Facts

4591 UNESCO World Heritage Site: Ancient Buddhist Site
of Sarnath

[T I YT

UNESCO AT=dT: 2026

UNESCO |fufa &1 4831 @1 6, Sféqr i

Wﬁ‘gﬁ’ UNESCO World Heritage Sites: 45

oy wag 9¥ WA i1 {oh: 631, TUT UIITAT-S9Tia & | 21 9ed
Fferas World Heritage Sites 9Tl a9l
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Red Sea shipping slows after
on Saudi Arabia

Houthi
e 5

SINGAPORE

Ship trafhic through Bab el-
Mandeb fell on Sunday af-
ter Yemeni Houthis at-
tacked Saudi oil installa-
tions along the Red Sea
coast, while transit
through the Strait of Hor-
muz stayed low over the
weekend, shipping data
from Kpler showed on
Monday.

Eleven commodity ves-
sels passed through the
Bab el-Mandeb strait on
Sunday, the lowest level in
months, the data showed.

Red Sea traffic has been
disrupted off the coast of
Yemen since last week by
the Iran-aligned Houthis,
who want to blockade Sau-
di exports, expanding the
U.S.-Iran conflict that has
already choked oil supply
through the Strait of
Hormuz.

Navy sailors from the Yemen's
Aden-based government seen
aboard a vessel patrolling in
the Red Sea on Monday. AFp

Seven of the vessels that
passed through strait were
0il tankers with three of
them entering the Red Sea.
Two of them are very large
crude carriers (VLCCs)
heading to the port of Yan-
bu to load Saudi crude
while the third is a Russian-
linked ship, the data
showed.

Four vessels exited the

Red Sea on Sunday. Anoth-
er ship is exiting the water-
way through the Bab el
Mandeb strait.

Lull in Hormuz

Fewer than 10 commodity
vessels passed through the
Strait of Hormuz daily over
the weekend even though
the US. and Iran have
paused strikes in West
Asia, shipping data from
Kpler showed.

Seven vessels transited
on Sunday including three
Iranian-linked oil products
tankers that exited the
strait, the data showed.

On Saturday, there were
only three vessels that
passed through with their
transponders switched off.

On Friday, seven vessels
passed, mostly exiting the
Gulf, including two VLCCs
carrying crude from Iraq
and the UAE and a tanker

carrying fuel oil.

SEWS ANALYSS
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Iran says it still controls Hormuz, not
involved in negotiations with the U.S.

Six ships turned back after n'\ing to
by both sides, Trump says ‘goc

Reuters
DUBAI

ran said on Monday it
was still in control of

the Strait of Hormuz
and not seeking to resume
peace talks with the US.,
after President Donald
Trump halted a two-week
bombing campaign that
his top brass told him had
run its course.

Following 13 successive
nights of bombing that pro-
voked Tehran to fire on
U.S. bases, Mr. Trump halt-
ed the campaign over the
weekend. Iran said it
would pause its own at-
tacks for as long as the U.S.
pause in bombing endures,

On Monday, Mr. Trump
said that diplomacy with

Tehran backdrop: A woman walks near a billboard depicting US

P

Iran could produce a deal
to end the war, but warned
that Washington would
resume military strikes if
negotiations failed.

“I have a lot of pa
tience... We'll see what
happens. | think there is a

ressdent Donald Trump in the Iranian capital on Monday. REUTERS

good chance that someth-
ing could happen,” Mr.
Trump told reporters. “If it
doesn’t, we go back to do-
ing what we were doing
two days ago.”

Mr. Trump's had sus-
pended the campaign fol-

lowing advice from his top
brass that the bombing,
aimed at breaking Iran’s
grip on strait, had reached
the limits of what it could
achieve, according to a U.S.
official and US. media
reports.

The official said the
chairman of the Joint
Chiefs of Staff, General Dan
Caine, had also expressed
concern over the depletion
of air defence weapons.

But Mr. Trump dismis-
sed concerns that five
months of war had deplet-
ed U.S. munitions.

“We have a lot of ammu
nition,” he said. “We have a

lot of the mid-level stuff

o, more than we could
ever use, no marter what.”
Earlier in the day, Es-

the strait without permission, Iran state media reports: amid halt in campaign
ce’ of progress in talks to produce a deal, dismisses concerns on ammunition shortage

mail Baghael, Iran’s Fo
reign Ministry spokesper-
son, said in a televised
press conference that Iran
had not asked to resume
peace talks with the U.S.

In a clear bid to signal
that the U.S. bombing had
failed in its objective, Teh-
ran indicated it was still in
control of the crucial wa-
terway. Several Iranian
state media outlets carried
the same report that Iran
had turned around six “of
fending ships” on Monday
that had attempted to cross
the strait without its per-
mission. “The trafhic route
in Hormuz is the route
specified by Iran, and oth-
€r routes are contaminated
and have no way out,” the
state media reports said.
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Gyaneshwari finishes with
silver after a gripping duel

The Indian comes second best to Nigerian Didih in 53kg event despite successfully completing all
her attempts; the latter secures the gold after setting both Commonwealth and Games records

CWEALTH GAMES

K. Keerthivasan
GLASGOW

here hadn’t been a
T more gripping
weightlifting con-

test at the Glasgow Com-
monwealth Games here
than the women's 53kg
event on Monday.

In a bartde thar went
right down to the final lift,
Nigeria's Onome Omolola
Didth edged owr India’s
Gvaneshwari  Yadav to
claim the gold medal.

Gvaneshwari lifted a to
tal of 199kg, while Didih
produced a total of 206kg
~ both a Commonwealth
and Games record. The Ni-
gerian also rewrote the re-
cord books in the indivi-
dual lifts, establishing both
Commonwealth and
Games records in the
snatch (93kg) and clean
and jerk (113kg).

Gyaneshwarl had pro-
duced a fawless perfor-
mance by successfully
completing all her at-
tempts with remarkable
composure and precision

The duel reached its cli-
max in the clean and jerk.
Gyaneshwari opened with
a successful 100kg lift,
while Didih responded
with 105, In the second
round, the former conh-

LASGSIN 2026
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max
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dently cleared 107, only for
the latter stay ahead with

1O,
With the pressure
mounting, Gyaneshwan

raised the bar to 111 for her
final attempt and nailed it,
drawing loud cheers from
the crowd

Didih, however, replied

with an outstanding lift of

113 to seal the gold medal
in dramatic fashion,

The moment she com-
pleted the winning lift, the
22-vear-old waved to the
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Making » big impression: Cyaneshwari bagged & slver in ber maden Games. F1)

spectators before turning
towards the television
cameras and shaking her
head in celebration.

Didih established her as
one of Africa’s leading lif
ters by winning the 55 kg
gold in the African cham-
pionships in Moka, Mauri
tius, last year. Later in
2025, she also won the
Commonwealth  cham-
pionships in Ahmedabad
in 53kg. With the gold
here, Didih has firmly esta
blished hersell as the pre-

.—‘

S eDF

mier lifter in the
Commonwealth.
Earlier, Gyaneshwari

was on a roll in the snatch
series, comlortably clear-
ing 82, 85 and 83kg. Those
effortless lifts  suggested
she was well poised for the
clean and jerk

But Didih was a different
beast altogether. Every
challenge  Gyaneshwari
posed, Didih  answered
with an even bigger lift,
staying one step ahead
throughout the contest,
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