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Majority of India’s gig workers remain out of govt.s reach

While the number of registrations by gig workers on the e-Shram portal have increased, it has not been uniform across States

DATA POINT

Sachin Swaraj

he Union government, re-
T cognising the contribution
of gig workers to the “new
age services economy” in its 2025-
26 Budget, announced healthcare
coverage for gig workers who are
registered on the e-Shram portal
launched in 2021, Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman, who made
the announcement in her Budget
speech on February 1, 2025, said
the measure is expected to benefit
over one crore gig workers,
Though the registration of gig
workers has since gaimed momen:-
tum, the gap in numbers not only
shows that a majority of such
workers are yet to benefit from the
announcement, but also points to
inadequacies in measuring and
understanding the rapidly growing
size of the country’s gig workforce.,
While the Minister gquoted the
figure of one crore, the e-Shram
portal has seen the registration of

In the absence of dedicated ef
forts to measure the size of its gig
workforce, India’s estimates have
solely relied on this NIT1 Aayog re-
port, which estimates the number
of gig workers in 2024-25 and 2025-
25 1o be 1.27 crore and 1.43 crore
respectively.

By conceptusalising the portal as
an Aadhaar-seeded ‘National Data:
base of Unorganised Workers
(NDUWY, and making registration
a prerequiisite for availing benefus,
the government has made e-Shram
the unified platform for tracking
its unorganised workforce, includ-

The Periodic Labour Force Sur-
VeV reports are yet 1o capture gig
workers as a distinct category des:
pite the estimated gig workforce
accounting for about 2% of India's
total workforce of 61.6 crore, as cit-
ed by the 2025 PLFS report,

The government officially de-
fined who a gig worker s only In
the Code on Social Security, 2020,
which came into force last year.
The Code promised more benelus,
such as accident insurance, mater-

Delivery failure

The data were sowrced from NITI Aayog and the Ministry of Labour and Employment’s reples 1o Parlament. Chan 2 and &
include data sourced from Datatul. Sachin Swarly is a student of Azin Premg University, interming with The Hindu's Data Team

CMART 1: India's estimated number of platform workers

and those registered on the e Shram portal

NITI Agyog's estimate
(2020-21)

CMART 3: The 10 States with the highest number of gig
workers registered on the e-Shram portal a5 of January 2026

Maharaihira 34,705
Uttar Pradesh 1,30.505

e

Construction 3.6 %

only 8.58 lakh gig workers as pera | nity benefits, and a dedicated so-

reply presented by the Mintstry of  cial securiry fund, but most are yet NITI Aayog's estimate m west Bengal SN se.73¢
Labour and Employment in the = to materialise, (2024-25) octv SN 49,479
Ragva Sabha on January 29, 2006 The promise of health coverage . : Andhra Pradesh _ 39,112

the latest date for which the data | in the 202526 Budget seems 1o ™'Amorserercion SR i s
has been made publicly avallable.  have however driven a surge in re- - _ '

Even if one assumes the registra- | gistrations. Chart 2 shows the Workeys registered in Namet. - oy
tions to have doubled since Jany- | growth in the registration of B o Shram (a5 of Jan 2026) l 5.58 lakh Gujarat TN 34,756

ary, it would account for only  workers on e-Shram. Macttgs Pracesh T 34,351
around 15% of the estimated num- However, the registrations have

ber of gig workers. not been uniform across States. CHART 2: The registration of pg workers on the e-Shram CHART &: The live sectons that employed the highest share

This means that five out of ev-  Chart 3 shows the top 1) States portal has seen a sharp increase since 202% of pg workers, basad on registrations on e-Shram
ery six gig workers remain outside ~ with the highest number of regis-
the government’s reach. trations. Notably, highly urbanised 500,000 : :::::r::::,

The size of India's glg work- Tamil Nadu (31,654), TWN ; previous years Food industry Others
force, often quoted to be over one  (29,951) and Keralam (11,219) are 12.8% 24.9%
crore in many of the government's  not even amonyg the 10 States. W §
replies in Parlisment kst year, NITI Aayog's 2022 report listed i
seems to emerge from a single 21 sectors that had gig workers, apomo{ P
source — the NIT! Aayog's ‘India’s ~ While this included agriculture, ' =
Booming Gig and Platform Econo- | healthcare, education, and retail, B
my' report released in June 2022, the concentration of gig workers 200,000 - Domestic
The report estimated the number — has been in the food industry, tran- —
of workers 1o be around 77 lakh in ~ sportation, and domestic and hou- househeld
2020-2. Chart 1 shows the gap sehold work, as per registrations 0- workers
between the estimated number of  on e-Shram. Chart 4 shows the 2021 2022 2023 2004 2035 20767 9%
gig workers and those registered  top 5 sectors with the highest Year
on the e-Shram portal share of gig workers. i




o gﬁfﬂﬁ‘ (Gig Economy) Q
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* U UH] HRIYUITAT AT ATSTR SAIEAT & e
STar T (Full-time) 0 & &= N\, @

e ,-@ i~ T TG

1 fau A TehT ST 2
* 3 FGEITH FHH A dTcd AT i Z
i aehe (Gig Workers) shal SITdl
213 ) it 214 & 1 Frelt o b P ST S A ST
. 'Mﬂ PG (Platform-based
o fafia = 78 2, afes . .
< E Workers): ST fefStes v 3 3T=es wie®w™
W M % ST \31335 gd s (a'@f—Swiggy/Zomato %

IERIEEIRT Uber‘<9hf % 154, Urban
Company % gfag Sﬁa'l's;gﬁ)l

o/ T-CACHhTH TLTRT Thd (Non-Platform
Workers): SIT U9 diiehl ¥ UTe-213H,
shierie, feereh ar Fiede WM id 8 (SH—
SEICATE hee g, UTftheh fEiTgY, UTgae 2g20)
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Wﬁamﬁﬁﬁﬂaﬁamwﬁmaﬁ
o 2020-21 (FHifer ST SFFEE): 77 @ W
*  2024-25 (fifd W FAHFA): 1.27 FE
o 2029-30 (e ST TET). 23565&@ v

*  3-U9 G USIhd (SHERT 2026 T6

——
AT A TR USTRTUT AT I 5 TS (ST 2026 TF)
N —
¢ TEWTS: 1,34,705
o IT YT 1.30.505 <
o faEm 109207
o Uiy STA: 54.734

o facelt: 49,479 \/

j;nwd?ﬁgmﬁmaﬁmﬁ

f@ T (Food Industry): 32.8%
S a‘iﬁnﬁm&r ERECEC] (Transportation): 25.4%

**  HA (Others): 24.9%

'\/Eﬁ'(‘{\m (Domestic Workers): 9.9%
o _famior & (Construction): 3.6%

. Ecﬁﬁ (Agriculture): 3.4%



Q. AT TR (Gig Workers) IR '?-8111" (e-Shram) Uiee o @ed ¥ Feiaiad st
oY fe=m shifwu:

1. é-mﬁiamg@wméa%aﬁﬁaﬁtﬁma%\é}u@m@%gm
e (NDUW) a9 3T 2

2. HTHTISTeh Y& Efedr, 2020 (Code on Social Security, m firT aehd 3R werewhid
Fehd 1 1T ® F qieaTiva forar w2

3. HHEE AH T e (Periodic Labour Force Surve @ oY ITiees feare | fipr
Tad 1 U Ter/fAfTE Aft F w9 F arfiea F I SoT U (a1 T 2|

* (B)%&dad 2 33
* (C)%Fad | 33
e (D)1,23R3




Mains Practice Question

o ot i e e e e i ol o 8, e et /2

T okl STar=ITTies |TTiSTeh GPeT o G ¥ STt 8| Hifd ST & STl 3R
Faq fRrfd & 31retien | T ke o 98- 3719 ITedT 9 It a1 faredsoT
ﬁmmmwawm@m



Endurance test

The quarters ahead will test the stamina
of India’s economic resiience

ndia’s economic growth during the Hrst
l quarter of this inancial year has surprised
most people. Against a perception among
ecomomisss that growth would slow o abownt
6%-7% on account of the g est Asla
crsis, real growth s

came In at a robyf
T, ATt ch was underpanned by
strong performances in both manucturing and
services. In fact, the manufacturing sector grew
M 2 three-gquarter-high of 9.2%. The sector has
likedy benefited from the Goods and Services Tax
rate ot implemented last Seprember, and furth-
er [rom the Reserve Bank of India's (REI) 125-ba-
318 point cumulative mterest rate cuts through
2005, A part of i Is also that companies likely
fromt-loaded thelr output In the expectation of
further uncertainty on inflation, potential future
rate hikes, and other possible headwinds. The
ather peece of good news & that capital creagy
seems to have picked wp. While it & not yet dear
what the share is between the government and
the private sector, capital creation overall has a
welcome multipher effect on the economy. The
services sector, too, has continued 1o see robust
promth, adding strength 1o the ecomomy. Yet, the
economy is not out of the woods, and this robust
performance will be more ddhoult o replicase in
the quarters abead. As Chief Economic Adviser V.
: sewaran has cautioned, Hormmiz un-
certainty s likely 1o keep o prces above $80 a
harrel, too high for a country that imports 5%
90r%, of #ts ol reguarement.

This is perhaps why Prime Manister Narendra
Modi on Tuesday reiterated his appeal to Indians
1w buy local, avoid non-essential foreign travel
and weddings abroad, and Sop unnecessary pur-
chases of gold. The pressure of maimaining a rea-
sotable trade deficit has so lar rested] on Indsa's
services exports. This bas served India reasona-
bly well 5o far, but the global economy Is stuner
ing. This, combined with the growth of Artifhcial
Imtelligence services elsewhere, could burt de-
mand for Indian services exports going abead.
The economy is also yet to face the full brunt of a
deficient monsoon and the impact this will have
on rural demand. The consumption-related data
for July in the Index of Industrial Production al-
ready poimts to shageish rural demand. While in-
flation remains well within the REI's comforn
rome, 1 has been increasing. The REl expects 1w
hit 5.9% in Ocwober-December 2026, which
would further hit demand. The front-loading of
manufacturing will also, by definicion, peser o
aver the next few quarters. The strength of the
Indian ecanoemy ‘s resilience was tested m Q1 and
it passed admurably, However, the much tougher
sLAmina test remams.

- T, Quarter
o his was not 2 u‘?ﬂﬂr
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o fauad 2026-27 Ft yaet fauE (ANA-57 2026) F forw wyra Fi 'ﬁu&r%maﬁ?%m& s {KZ ‘<d\
St (GDP) fawma ' ﬁﬁ%lmmm . & (fo91Y &9 9 FH09) 4 39 A &l - et fewdoe
o

(NSO) R SR I8 HAThal 9| ﬂaééaa(RBl) U SR 2d 80 s W f=ferfiaa aarer 33 &:
—
Sgdt & 2l ,'\° TR o= e oblessGrowth):ﬁqHWﬂ@m‘T%
T WA AT o Jad AT 82 = | TR 7.8% shl Ifg FHATSI 9T AT 3= 7, Tk T8 STHHT & 9

* B, 7.8% I Ifg a ok Ay R 21 s wH@ teferaedrst (Major et & foru 70 T e 72 o a1 & 2
Economies)ﬁmﬁﬁaﬁaﬁﬁ g3T 8 9 A o T2V I TUET UG id U {aTer: fager 1 gman & fF e A
St wdh W&ﬁﬁ% :;;tﬁ%@ﬁgﬁgqéfw myﬁﬁl SfEidt o 3 fevereviereicish see gzrfifd (Inflation) %
IS T SRR 1@ 2l YWTE S BAET Al

shér afg & mEaEr W ot i i peet: o i st o & o ey o et

*  TAT 3N WW:G‘%@?@WﬁIO%WW ~ﬁ"ﬁﬁﬁ(Pﬁvate Inveshncnt)ﬁf@lﬁﬂ*ﬁﬁﬁ%l
(FFrwfon) &t 5 9.29% i At afg 3@ # fireft 21 > AT sreraTaT: fauer & sEr < it |afe o7 fasmr

. H}!F[\ Domestic Consumption): st 3ifqw 3u9rT =343 W@@M@Tmﬁlﬁﬁﬁamﬁﬁm
(PFCE) ® 7.1% 1 Sigq & a1 715, Fora TSI H HiTT o1 Tl ST HETS 3R FH BT S<d o 5[ @ 2

¢ TEREHC T . U9 foheree hfteet BHYH (GFCF)

11.9% 1 dfg 88, ST §hregara I sfrardt farer § wsfeldt =1 g9rid
. Wﬁﬂiﬂ/gixports): aftres stfaferdarst & smase wrd & fafa |
12% 1 515 &l 1 7T



UPSC Prelims (2015)
¢ Q.2015%F 912 ¥ WA H ATSTUT (GDP) T hi ST H foRU 70 uftga=t & daw
# fA=ferfaa ot e it

. SISl T AThad 39 WFWT{WWJ&)P at Factor Cost)?ﬁm
ISR Hed 9T Hehed 5ie] 3c4Te" (GDP at Market Priec) % &9 H o ST 21

2.  &FER (Sector-wise) 3G hl HAThcAA 31% e (Gross Value Added - GVA) F
HATIR I 'Ilf@ﬂ?ﬁ' (Basic Pric&«ffmﬁ?m ST 2

IUdh HYAT W F BTV TE B/
* (A)FId |
* (B)Fad?2

. (C)laﬁtzaﬁi\/
* (D)Fdr1 AXTE2
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SCO must dismantle
entire ecosystem of

terror, says

Kallol Bhattacherjoe
NEW DE1LH)

The Shanghai Coopernation
Organisagion (SO0) “must
dismantde” the emtire oo
svslem ol terrocism and
send a Srong message o
coumtries that peactice ter
rorism as a stae policy.
Prime Minkser Narendra
MNodl said on Tuesday &
his remarks a the 26th
summnit of the bloc iIn Bish
kek, the capral of the Kyr
Evi Repubic

His sharp remsarks came
wen 25 Pakistan ok over
the taton of SCO chair for
206-27, Il bhames Pa
ketan  for  cross-border
1=ronsm

Mr. Modi also caled for
“peace and stablity© i A
ghamistan, The Bishhek Dy
damiom, issued afber the
condusion of the summit
urged the Taliban sdminis
Iration 1o Ccreate an “inche
sive povernments wikh the
participation of & ethno
politics Hronges =)
Alghanistan”

“We must dsnanmtle the
encire ecosystem of serro
rst hinancing, recrultment
radicalisation, and safe ba
vens... We must send a
SIPONE MessEe o ooun
tries that use terrorism as
an Instrumest of polky
aind provide sife benem
and support o ferrorsts
that tesrorisim can never be
2 strlegc st for
anyome,” the Prame Minis
ey sand Emplasidng the
newd to emsuire "pessce and
security”™ in the SCO mem
et countries, be skl tha
sddressimg terrorism coukd
not be Bmdted 10 an “a
tonsvaction approach”,

‘ran's sovereigney'

In the Bibikek Declanaion
a well SO0 member
slates stressed “the unac
coprability of Msempts 1o

PM Modi

PN Narencra Naoh poces s
the 500 warers! n Biork
Ryt Repatix, on Tumday A

use lermorist, separatist
and extremst groups for
personal gain”

Mr. Modhi said the crisis
in West Asia bas affected
“ENeNEY SECUrty, marneme
scurty  and  supply
chainlsl®, noting that the
netions of the Global Sonth
were “bearig the greates
brumt of such dissuptions
The Bishhek Declaration al
s phaowd oo recand the
SCO%s “Geep concern”™ over
thwe events in West Asla, ox
pressing  “support e
bran’s soverelgey™ and
callingg for a diphomusic re
sohmion of the conflict

The Bishkek Declaration
addressed both the US
bran conflict and the Uk
raine-Russa war by saving
thart the actions of "certain
countres™ or groups of
countrees that uniSsterally
dephoy ghobal missike de
fence systems negatively
impact intemational secur
ity The Dechiration insist
] thaet thee maeerrdbwers of the
grouping beove asserted the
“malenable right to deve
bop™ and “use Alomic enet
i ko peaceful purposses
and o pursee equal, sus
Eainalbe snd mutually be
meehctal intermatioes] coop-
erathon in this arca withine

discrimemuntion ”

KEY PRORTY
» PAGE 34

Youlube Homework




IETE EANT TS (SCO) rat av e 2026 ~

I3 Hel, T AR DI ol T 732

a3k &1 W (Number): I8 SCO

f9rER g e (26th SCO Summit) ¢

T (Venue): farvere (Bishkek), W
(Kyrgyzstan)| /

fater (Date): 31 3= ¥ | fodsT 20261
37eqeTaT (Chairmanship): 39 99 G i
Wﬁﬁﬁﬁﬂ%ﬂ@ﬁ@m (Sadyr
Japarov) T

oT® (Theme): "25 Years of the SCO: Together
Towards Sustainable Peace, Development, and
Prosperity"” (SCO % 25 99 gad nifd, foasma
e g o i ) e g o 7 2985
SCO 1 191 %1 2591 9713 n“?/?//

T A =l WA sl WEiferd Fd 8 U
SIRCRIRIDI]
(ehaTE- AT UgeT: 3TTdedTe, ITeraars AR Afdame
(Three Evils) ¥ 492 o feu &=t aqrderare forreft @a=n

\%ATS) 1 FR SIS L T HEHId &]]
o __FATIST TURT © THUeH ot o= SIS Sifaa STque

ST HHT I LT Wall 1 GahTaetl i % folg U 7Y
e T HEHTd SIS |
- aﬁ%ﬁ(Regional Connectivity):WQﬁTﬂTﬁ
SR T d&1ET a4 & U =H-feriieae-Sse T ad
AT 3R HETI TR AR ISR ST SHRZF

*)ﬁﬂzymaafgél

farita & tTieies AEanT: §ae 391 o sfie T garsti |
AN (Local Currency Trade) I FTET o 3R fahrd
T fHRATAT 9 Hewid a1



Hgcaqul 72d

3. e ot wfiv 3 T —

YA o TIHEAT 4 39 T J 9T fora 3 Feforfaa
HECYUl HEl 9T VR I gIEHI0T Tar:
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Aaratrika Bhaumik
NEW DELHI

A five-member Special
Bench of the National
Company Law Tribunal
(NCLT) on Tuesday stayed
an August 25 ruling by a
single-member Bench of
the tribunal that cleared a
repayment plan requiring
Essel Group founder Sub-
hash Chandra to pay 6.25
crore towards admitted
claims of ¥22,006.57 crore

member, Nilesh Sharma.
The Special Bench also
issued notices to the par-
ties and sought their re-
plies ahead of the next
hearing on September 23,
It assured the parties
that they would be heard at
length before a final deci-
sion was taken on the re
payment plan.
The larger Bengh, cog
prising Presider flic
(retd) Anupindgr

Grewal, Judicial mbers

in pu‘sonm Bachu Venkat Balaram Das

ceedings against him. It a
so restrained Mr. Chand
from alienating his assets.

The Bench found th
earlier opinions in the ca
had failed to yield a clea
majority and consequently
stayed the August 25 opi
nion delivered by the third

md Mahendra Khandel
A, and Technical Mem-

s Atul Chaturvedi and
Ra 'n_dra Chaturvedi, was

fitors holding 80.814%
the voting share. The
plan required Mr. Chandra
to pay ¥6.25 crore from his
personal estate against ad-
mitted claims of
122,006.57 crore, effective-
ly entailing a haircut of ov-
er 99% for dissenting cred-
itors, including major

banks and financial
institutions.
‘Independent order’

mar Bhardwaj and Techni- However, when the matter
cal Member Reena Sinha returned to the original
Puri, delivered a split ver- two-member Bench, it
dict on the repayment plan  found that Mr. Sharma had
in September 2025, Mr. “consciously passed an in-
Sharma was brought in as  dependent order™ rather
the third member to re- than concurring with eith-
solve the impasse, er of the earlier opinions,
In his August 25 ruling, leaving no majority view.
—Ste backed the re-  This prompted a fresh refe-
an approved by  rence to the NCLT Presi-

dent, who then constituted
the five-member Bench.

Meanwhile, dissenting
creditors, including LIC
Housing Finance and Un-
ion Bank of India, have
challenged the approval of
the repayment plan before
the National Company Law
Appellate Tribunal
(NCLAT). Appearing for
the creditors before the
Special Bench, Solicitor
General Tushar Mehta
sought to restrain Mr.
Chandra from disposing of
any property held by him,
either directly or indirect-
ly. Acceding to the request,
the Special Bench res-
trained Mr. Chandra from
alienating his assets,

The insolvency pro-
ceedings against Mr. Chan-
dra date back to 2024,

ubhash Chandra

when Indiabulls Housing
Finance approached t

NCLT to enforce persoffal ﬂ C \./ K
guarantees furnished by AC/

him for loans taken by Es’
sel Group-linked entities.
The proceedings concern
his liability as a personal
guarantor and are distinct
from insolvency cases in-
volving group companies
and regulatory proceed-
ings concerning Zee Enter-
tainment Enterprises.

Dissenting creditors had
opposed the repayment
plan. LIC Housing Finance
had termed the payment
terms under the plan “un-
viable and unlawful”.

The lender, which has
an admitted claim of
11,322.39 crore, stood to
receive only 138.09 lakh
under the plan.
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Top court invokes power under Article M2 after ' CIP wiged
Delhi Police say they do not wish to pursue FIRs t

Erishnadas Ralagopal

MW il

B Supresse Court,
T alr e request ol
the Ceture, ook a

rare and extraordinany
step on Tuesday to quash
criminal Crwes vgistered
agains Gen I protesiers i
voived In natomwide prot
ests fodlowing the NEET-UG
2006 question paper bk

A thewwgadge Bench
headed by Choel Justics ol
India Surva Kam exercised
s ateoluie posves under
At 142 of the Comsting
co 1o Jo “complete s
e amd eresure thae the
first mformation reports
(FIRS) over the peolests
“will not be lnvestigned,
and will be dosed ke al n
ternts and purposes™

The court camibed its or
der wis not comfined o
Dedhi, but exended 10
Staces and Undon Territo
e~

This comw alter 4 volie
face lrom the Deihl Police,

a2y

N

which comes under the jo
risdiction of the Union M
metry of Home Afiirs
Faced with the spectre of 2
Cochroach  Jamta Py
G march on September
5 just drys abead of 2 high
profile BRICS sumemit n
the naticnal capital, the
Deld Police swodd the count
on August 31 that & Sd st
wish %0 pursue the FiRs

Following Toeschin's de
chon, the OF msounond
£ was withdrawing Its cal
for the maech. CIP co-com
wener Sauray Das, who wis
puvsent in the court room
and was ovited o address
the Bench, moted the “pos
e asurances” of the go
ver et and the “judciad
sanctity bestowed upon
them”™ and sald that the O
woked forward 0 come
pliance with the “historic”
order.

The Bench, however, al
owed the Dedhl Podice o
Sle 3 " and specific”
FIR sgainet 2R75 indw
Aualks wirh criminal amece

* FIRLI73
¢ ZEROF
* FIR QUASH
® SC _ =
* Article 142
* Article 32

Repte at

of the Sepomrwe Con

denuts, who were spolle
by facial recognition tech
nobogy at the Jantar Mantar
profes sioe in central Del
hi. The court sakd the FiRs
should not pecudice thedr
rghts, and they should be

ghven every opportumily o
defend ch:sgﬁ_

171

ucfit looks forward to compliance with ortder

i

- (b

t the arder on Tueciay Sey Ll FLEM SRR

0P CouEt S the
Loy Ty
10 ensure that Stages and
Undon Terrpories @id moe
register any fresh Fis with
respect 10 the OB peot
extx bkl between@uly X0
andd July 25 Kergghm,

presemed by advogare Aljo

SC quashes cases againstGen Z p

ws its Sept. 5 march; Saurav [Mgays l My

ghoaach Levia Party co-corwener Soaraw Das g other mamben cee r n ba=t

ph, appreciaed e
ourt’s Gegison,  saying
that police did not respond
with vioknce 10 the sty
dest protests held o the
Male

It further directed the
Centre 8o frame a2 pan-in
dia policy Sor compensat

ingNe lamikes of students
whoRook thelr oun lives
folliing  the NEET-UG
8 pRper lesaks, and then
made g payments within
e mgnets.

“Pocus 4n carvers”
The |
ended

of bo

a generad round
wmie with Chiel

JustiglF Kant hghe-heartedhy

L AL of us Foree et
il life” The OFs ceal
narks abowr ‘cockroach
5" and ‘parasiies” In the
sammw  court roomn had
sparked the advemt of the
Cockroach  Jamia  Party
)

The CJ1, after pronounc
ing the ceder, adviad tha
siudents must  “candem
e On caresss W esa
blish amd cresme 2 space in
a competitive workl™, The
court sald it chose w0 In
voke Article M2, primarily
keeping I mind the “fu
e prospects o the

\J_Q'
sl

young protesion”
“As an Insthution, w

urdomg  bearing

vs fresh FIR can be filed against those with
‘critNnal antecedents” spotted by survelllance

are thankiul a constructive
emircament his  been
created thet will help
youmgesters. Al the best
wihes" Chiel Justice Kamt
s, gvieg expeession o
AN ar of sanstcton preva
e in the court room

Durey the pronounce
ment of the order, the wop
court asked the CQJPs Das
2o share his statement to be
s iuded in the oeder. Sol
o Getwr sl Tusluse Meds
ta, who was appearing foe
the Dethil Police, offered o
pet 4 prnt-outl from e
ownt chambers in e
court. MNe Das said the
statement was couched in
“Gem 2 ngo” and thanked
the conrt ke the “hibmoric”
ooder.

The hearing winessed
Mr. Mehta join petitioners
Eravyers, semmor advocate N
Hartharan and  advocine
Vrinda Geover, to press foe
a ‘Jobe Doe’ order restr.

BNSS Sectio
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SC seeks Centre’s response (‘m{se

of ‘totalisers’ in EVM vo

te counting

The court was hearing a petition anguing ‘totalisers’ would protect voters’ privacy by concealing booth-wise voting patterns;
EC says aggregating votes could make individual EVM functioning harder to verify, as it may mask glitches or human error

NEW DELHI

he Supreme Court
on Tuesday sought
the Centre’s res

ponse on the use of “total
isers”, which are machines
designed to consolidate
and count votes from mulk
tiple electronic voting ma-
chine (EVM) control units
simultaneously without re
vealing booth-wise voting
trends, as a “fall-back
option”™,

The court's order to the
Centre came despite a
warning from the Election
Commission (EC) that
bringing in totalisers now,
when even EVMs are sub-
ject to frequent public
questioning, may not be
the right move.

“It is relevant to state
that the present time is one
in which the functioning
and integrity of EVMs are
still a subject of frequent
public questioning... In
such a climate, the intro-
duction of new and as yet
unregulated mechanisms
such as totaliser could give
rise to fresh allegations and
controversy, thereby furth-
er complicating public
confidence in an already

The poll panel says its main worry &5 whether totalsers can become
fodder for further misapprehension about the EVMS, FILE PHOTO

sensitive area of the electo-
ral process,” the Election

Commission (EC)
cautioned.
‘No legal framework’

The EC pointed out that
there was a complete ab-
sence of a legal framework

neither the Representa
tion of the People Act nor
the Conduct of Election
Rules, 1961, or any allied
enactment contain  any
provision recognising, reg-
ulating or governing the
use of a totaliser in count-
ing votes. The EC said sub
stantive amendments and
revision of stattory proce-
dure governing the coum-

ing of votes would have
be made to include totalis-
ers in the electoral process,

“The response from pol-
itical parties to totalisers is
a big ‘'no’. Three out of six
national parties and 18 out
of 29 State parties opposed
the idea of totaliser. Only
the Law Commission of In-
dia, in its 255th report, sug-
gested their selective use,”
senior advocate Seshadhri
Naidu, for the EC,
submitted.

The court was hearing a
petition Aled by advocate
Ashwini Kumar Upadhyay,
who argued that totalisers
would safeguard the priva
cy of individual voters and

protect them from repri-
sals. Mr. Upadhyay said
political parties victimise
voters at the local level af
ter identifying voting pat-
terns in particular polling
booths.

A totaliser connects a
cluster of 14 control units
of EVMs used at M polling
stations via a cable, which
in turn would provide a
consolidated result  for
each candidate in that
group of EVMs.

‘May hit transparency’
The EC, in an affidavit, said
totalisers would reduce
transparency. Currently,
polling as well as counting
s conducted in the pre-
sence of the candidates
and their agents.

They are provided an
opportunity through Form
17C 1o match vote count a
the end of polling and after
counting at every polling
station. Form 17C data
comparisons are also used
at the time of adjudscations
before election tribunals
and courts,

“The one-to-one, booth:
wise and EVM-wise corres
pondence under Form 17C
constitute the backbone of
the self-verifying and tran-

sparent character of the
present counting process.
The transparency is neces:
sary to give credence to the
outcome of the elections.
This knowledge of booth:
level voting pattern may be
utilised by political parties
to improve their outreach
programme in the booths
where they have not per
formed up to their expec-
tations, and make correc
tive organisational
decisions,” the EC said.

Totalisers would mask
technical malfunction and
human error in individual
EVMs.

“EVMs clubbed together
would stand concealed
within the aggregate h-
gure, and would become
incapable of being identi-
hed, or independently ver-
ihed by any party to the
election... Totaliser, by its
very design, aggregates the
votes recorded across poll-
ing booths at a single point
without preserving a dis
tinct booth-wise, machine-
wise trail” the poll body
said.

The EC, however, said
its main worry was wheth
er totaliser would become
fodder tor further misap-
prehension about EVMs.

YoulTube Homework

First Use of EVM
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WHAT IS 1717

accelerat

Wakefi

Vasudevan Mukunth

hen you hear the word
w ‘Rarticle accelerator’, you

probably thi a giant
machine with many complicated parts,
and why not? Many of the world’s
particle accelerators are several
hundred metres long. The world's
largest science experiment is also an
accelerator: th dro ide
(LHC) in Eurgge, which uses an
assembly T powerful magnets and
electric currents to push protons to
nearly the speed of light through a
27-kilomgtee metal tube.

ut not all"3ccelerators have to be

big. A technology called wakefield
accelerator can fit atop a table. Such an
accelerator uses a wave of plasma to
push charged particles. A plasma is a
gas in which some electrons have been
pulled out of their atoms, creating a mix
of free electrons and positively charged
ions. When a laser pulse or beam of
charged particles passes through the
plasma, it will push the electrons aside.
After the pulse or beam has departed,
the ions will ‘pull’ the electrons back.
But the electrons will overshoot and
then oscillate back and forth, creating a
travelling pattern of alternating electric
fields. If you inject other electrons into
this pattern, at just the right point, they

-------------------------------------------------------------------

illustration of a plasma wakefield accelerator

N ACLON. RASMUS ISCHEBECK (CC BY-5A)

can surf the moving electric fields like a
surfer on a big ocean wave, drawing
energy from the wave itself.

Such wakefield acceleration can
produce electric fields that impart more
energy to electrons across some small
distance than a conventional
accelerator might. However, current
designs cannot accelerate electrons to
more than a few tens of GeV, whereas
the LHC can achieve up to three orders
of magnitude more.

For feedback and suggestions

for 'Science’, please write to

science@thehindu.co.in with the
subject ‘Daily page’

) Ay
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The story so far:
halland’s Peaceful Soclety
Promotion AcCt, an ammnesty
initiative passed by lawmakers
in July, came into effect on
August 24, as the government under
Prime Minister Anutin Chamvirakul seeks
reconciliation with a brge share of the
population still leaning towards populist
former leader Thaksin Shinawatra, a key
figure at the centre of the country's
political turmaoil.

What are the provisions of the new
Act?

The Act seeks to grant amnesty to those
convicted over protests or for
“expressions motivated by political
conflicts™ from January 1, 2008, to July 16,
2025, except for offences involving
corruption, lese majeste violations,

at are the shortcomings of the amnesty push?

murder or causing serious injpuries, and
those against private entities on a
case-by-case basis.

The Act has listed more than 40
categories of offences eligible for
amnesty, including severe charges such as
sedition, rebellion, cvbercrimes and
emergency violations.

The Act calls for the setting up of a
committee, the “peacedul sockety
promotion committee”, Jed by the Prime
Mindster or his deputy within a month to
determine who qualifies for amnesty. The
pane] will have representatives from
Parliament, human rights experts, and
civil sockety organisation members.

In addition to granting release lor
current prisoners, the committee can also
close investigations and prosecutions,
dismiss pending court cases, and clear
criminal records of those eligible for the
amnesty. Government officials have said
that the panel will review all political

cases recorded between 2005 and 2025
under the Act.

Who would benefit from the new Act?
The Thail Lawyers for Human Rights says
that more than 5,000 individuals have
been prosecuted for political conflicts
since the 2006 coup, with a third of these
happening after 2020, with around 300 ol
those involved being under the age of I8

It said that, as of July this year, around
54 people remained in prison over
political activities, but only around 10 of
them woulkd be eligible for amnesty since
the others have Articke 112 charges against
them.

Other than those in prison, the Act
would also clear the records of thousands
with charges. This includes members of
pro-Shinawatra bodies and anti-monarchy
outfits as well as the royalists who took
part in the ‘yellow shirt’ protests in 2006
that led to the coup and subsequent

ouster of Mr. Shinawatra and vears of
instability.

The current Bhumjaithal Party-led
government, which came to power after a
snap election following a short term as a
minority government, is on thin ice,
having to manage strong vosces from
maultiple political alignments in the
country, and the sweeping amnesty
provisions, which can be Interpreted for
the pro-democracy outfits as well as the
royalists simultaneously, is a strategic
MOVE 10 SECUNe SUpport.

What are the shortcomings of the
amnesty push?
While the new Act will erase politically
motivated criminal records for thousands
of people, several organisations have
questioned the exclusion of lese majeste
provisions from its ambit. The draconian
Article 112, critics sy, has been used to
silence dissent by governments, including
the royalists and the populists, with even
juveniles bedng charged and awaiting trial
for defaming the King and senior officials
of the royalty.

While the Act has listed sedition and
rebellion as charges eligible lor amnesty
consideration, Section 112 remained

non-negotiable during lawmakers'
deliberation. A minority faction of
independent Senators had moved/dfiring
the drafting period of the legis o

introduce a clause to grant : y for

Section 112 convicts under 18 years of age
at the time of the offense, but this was set
aside in a 126 1o 15 vote.

Critics say that the new Act also has a
provision explicitly stipulating that even
the existing special rehabilitation and
judicial diversion plans for minors cannot
be applied 1o any youth Bcing a Section
112 charge. This ensures that the law
serves as a “blum instrument of absolute
exclusion, stripping young
pro-democracy activists of the legal
protections normally afforded to chikdren
under both domestic and international
human rights frameworks™, 12watch, a
Thal ornganisation, sald.

The legislation shows that political
reconciliation in Thailand is “selective,
conditional, and reserved only for
favoured factions”, the organisation said
in a statement condemmning its clearance.
“Excluding Article 112 - a provision
historically used as a political weapon to
suppress dissent — does not foster
national harmony; it deepens societal
wounds and institutionalises state
impunity”, it said.

The group lxas also llagged the
insertion of offences related 1o election
frand into the scope of amnesty under the
Act, which could potentially clear
individuals involved in collusion during
senatorial elections, which is not related
to the political expression that the
government seeks to look beyond,
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