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Can jurists be appointed as
Supreme Court judges?

Why has the provision allowing distinguished jurists to be appointed as SC judges remained unused?

What does the Constitution stipulate?
Article 12403) of the Constitution Liys
down three routes through which a

person may qualify for appointment a5 a
Supreme Court judge ~ a person maust

e served a8 a High Court judge for at
st five years, practised as an advocate

e who qualifies as a “distinguished
ist” or prescribe any minimum period
g professsonal experience for such a
rsan. Its mclusion as a separate
category nevertheless indicates that the
framers contemplated a route to the
Supreme Court beyond the conventional
pathways of judicial service and legal
practice, potentially opening the door 1o
eminent kegal scholars and academics.

What do Constituent Assembly
debates reflect?

The “distinguished jurist” category was
added o the st of persons eligible for

appointment to the Supreme Court in the
draft Constitution, The Constituent
Assembly debates redlect that this was
intendex] to bring diversity in professional
backgrounds among those appointed to
the Bench of the Supreme Court.

Moving the amendment on May 24,
1949, Constituent Assembly member H.V,
Kamath sald it sought “to open a wider
field of choice” for Supreme Court
appomntments, He noted that persons
with “outstanding legal and juristic
learning™ were “not necessarily confined
10 judges or advocates™, pointing to the
selection of judges of the Inernational
Court of Justice on similar terms.

The Constituent Assembly debates also
referred to the appointment of Felix
Frankfurter to the U.S. Supreme Court. In
1939, Pressdent Frankhin ). Roosevelt
appomnted Frankfurter, who had been a
professor at Harvard Law School for 25
vears, as an Associate Justice of the US,

Supreme Court. Justice Frankfurter went
on to become a noted advocate of the
doctrine of judicial restraint - the
principle that courts should respect the
domain of the elected legishature and the
executive, and exercise restraint in
interfering with their decisions.
Assembly member M.
Ananthasayanam Ayyangar cited Justice
Frankfurter's appointment as a “novel
experiment” that had worked well, noting
that legal expertise was not confined 1o

practising liwyers or judges.

Can a ‘distinguished jurist’ be
appointed as a High Court judge?
The Constituent Assembly had also
considered allowing “distinguished
jurists™ to be appointed a5 High Cournt
judges. On June 7, 1949, Professor Shibban
Lal Saksena moved an amendment
proposing their inclusion among those
elighble for appointment to a High Court.
The proposal, however, was not accepeed.
Nearly three decades ater, the
Constitution (Forty-second Amendment)
Act, 1976, enacted during the Emergency,
amended Article 217, which lays down the
qualifications for appointment as a High
Court judge. The amendment allowed a
person who was, in the opindon of the
President, a “distinguished jurist” 1o be
appointed to a High Court. The provision
came into force in January 1977 but was
omitted by the Constitution (Forty-fourth

Amendment) Act, 1978

What limits the use of this provision?
Despite being part of the Constitution
since its mception, the provision has
never been invoked. Supreme Court
Judges have overwhelmingly been
appointed from among High Court
Judges, with only 11 advocates directly
edevated from the Bar.

The appointment process (self may
also help explain why the provision has
remained unused, since a jurist woulkd
first have to be recommended by the
Supreme Court Collegium, Legal scholar
Upendra Baxi, whose possible
appointment to the court never
materialised, described the provision as a
“dead Issve” in a 2015 interview with

Another concern is that legal
academics may lack courtroom i
procedural expersence. Howey ,/
full-time Law teachers themse -
restrictions on practising asighoc;
Under Rule 49 of the Bar C ”
Rules, an advocate who tajif

continues, In 2019, the
Natonal Law Universitigs
redaxation of this
full-time faculty to pr.
briclge the divide bet
and “law in action”.
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UN sets pathway to tackle
‘inevitable breach’ of the

a2y

1.5°C global warming limit

Jacob Koshy

NEW DELM

Warmung that a passible
breach of the 1.5 degrees
Cedaus global warming &
it Wil beiegg irreversible
ecodogical bosses that no
adaptation Edtlachves could
undo, the United Natioes
Emvroniment  Programme
(UNEP on Wednesday, for
the first e, set out a de
talled “overshoot, peak,
and dedline” pathway.

The pathway projects a
trajectory where the world
overshoots the 2015 Parss
Agreement's central poal of
limering the rise In average
global remperanares 1o LS
degrees Celsius above pre
ilustrsal levels — which &
UNEP report said was now
unavaklable. The pachway
sels 10 hold peak temper-
atures after the overshoot
a8 low as possible and then
bring it back down below
the limit by 2300

The report, Limiting
Owershoar, sald  global
warming would cross 1S
degrees Celsius "in the
mexl few years”, Even a
swoemanio in which every
country delvers on its na
tiomal climane plam and met-
2eTO  target puts  peak
warmang at | R degrees Col
s, it sad. According to
the repart, current policies
pomt to a rise of about 26
degrees Celslus by 2000
with a2 range of 1.9-3.6 de
grees Celas

*Overshoot, peak, and
dechne”, the report said,
“I5 by No means an scoep
table or preferred path
way; It is simply the best re
mainmg  option”™.  “Thes
sammer's scorchang beat,
raging wildfres, and dead
ly floods are a wamning of

Climate concerns

The UN regort proposes 4 pathway %o hold pesk globe

oMy atre 26 low &% 2Ossitde in the commng yoars and Bing
It hack within the acoepbed limit by 7100

® The repart says goBal warming

il crons 1.5°C “in the neet fon
YIS ang that this 5 ne longer
avasdabile

® Currere policies point
to abourt 3.6°C globat
WNTTRNG By T100, wth
2 range of | %=1 5%

® A Pran o in Which svery country * "Overshoor, peak,

delivers o its natiaral chmate plan
Al mL ne-2e0n Lt S et ek

htol waming i ¥°C  »

what les abead. We must
make the overshoot as
siall and short & possi-
ble” UN Secretary-General
Antombo Guierres sald s a
stalvment

The diplomatic grounds
for that framing were kid
# the 30th UN Chmate
Chargy Conlerence,
COPI, held im 2025 in
Braal's Belém, where the
corsensus “Global Mutirdo
foallective effort)” decision
became the first COF tex!
to concede that a tempor
ary overshoot of the 1.5 de
prees Celsius Tt was like
ly, given how fasz the
remaming carbom badget
wils being spemt.

Compounding costs
Ghven that cuts alone will
no longer suffice, a steep
scaling up of nature -hased
removals suach as barpe re-
lorestation programmes
was newdad, COPX0 CED
Ana Tom sad

The UNEF report sug
pested that time spent
above LS degrees Celsius
Carries compounding costs
such s laster seadeved rise,

and decine Isumply
‘the best remainng
option’ the report saps

|
:

coral reel collapse, glacker
hoess exceeding a guarter of
gobal mass by 2100, de-
clines of up 10 WS in gdobal
food proaduction by 2050
without ellective adapia
tion, and rising odds of ir
reversible tpping poants in
the West Antarctic and
Greenland ice shweis, the
Athamtic Meridional Onwver
turming Clreulagion and the
Ao,

Moreover, it pets harder
10 roll hack the efects of &
tonee of emitied carbon,
The repoet said every Ine
yvears of comtinued high
emissions adds roughly
O0°C to peak warmang. Re-
versing that same O1°C af
terwards means  pulling
aboue 220 billion tonmes of
carbon dionade hack oan of
the atmosphere over and
abowe whatever s still be
ing emitted

The report, in a first for
the UN, placed signihcam
stress on methane, which
coneribues about 0.5°C of
warming. Cuttimg it is de
scribed a5 the most eflec
tive way o sow warming
in the near serm

Youlube Homework
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SC orders oversight of Bar Council decisions

Advocate Manan Mishra is only pro tem chief of
lawyers’ body, the Supreme Court emphasises

Krishnadas Rajagopal

NEW DeELHI

he Supreme Court
T an Wednesday
made it clear tha

serior advocate Manan Ku-
mar Mishra is serving only
as the “pro tem”™ chairper
son af the Bar Council of
Inciia (BCD until fresh elec
thons are held and directed
the apex lawyers™ body o
consult the Attormey-Gen-
eral and the Solicitor-Gen-
eral before taking any ma-
jor policy decisions in the
interim.

The hearing before a
three judge Bench headed
by Chisef Justice of Inxdia Su-
rva Kamt saw pettioners,
including young lwwyers,
raise allegations, including
the formation of the BCI
Pearl First Trust in 2020 m
which Mr. Mishra, also a
BIP Ragva Sabha member,
and other BCT ofhice-bear-
ers are “permanent ma-
maging trustees”; a “te-up”®
Detween the Trust and the
Goa government to set up a
university on 56 acres of

land in the State; “jolting”
expenditures on  felicita-
Hons “running o
crores”™; and an extension
of the renure of BCI chalr-
person/vice-chairperson
to fve years.

Justice Joymalya Bagchi,
part of the Bench, said the
top court did not want to
encourage “shadow-box
ing” around these allega-
tons, but would certainly
intervene to “maintain the
institutional integrity and
credibility” of the BCI il
the next bar body
edections.

Meanwhile, Mr. Mishra
and the current office
bearers would continue
Pro tem o ensure the BCI's
divo-day functioning.

*You are a pro tem
chairperson. Your term is
co-termanuss with the elec
tions. The Attormey-Gener-
al and the Saolicitor Gener
al, as permanent ex-ollicio
members of the BCI, would
be given prior notice by
yvou and invited 1o partici-
pate in any decision-mak-
g process having a policy

Court directs BCI to consult Attorney-General,
Solicitor-General on policy issues until elections

Allegations raised by petitioners in 5C:

® Extensicn ol the terure
ol e BO varpersae

faw yrar

® Formation
e Peart B
A~ Ny
other B
e perma
Tandpng

T

impact... After
tormey-General is
a member of the BCI as the

chalrperson 18,  Justice
Bagchi observed
NALSAR controversy

Mr. Mishra, as the head of
the BCIL, had recently
ecarmed public ire with an
aborted attempe to ban the
professional enrolment of
the National Academy of
Legal Studies amd Re-
search's INALSAR) batch of
2006, The students had ob-
jected to having CJI Kamt
over for their comvocation.

The BC) chvied, Manan Kumar Mishra, recently camed puiic ire

with an amempt 00 ban the envoliment of NALSAR praduates

=

4P Detwees
N 1the GO

to setup

y bl dissented against
the QIs oral remarks,
werming vouths as “cock
roaches™ and “parasstes”
Students of other premies
Natlonal Law Universities,
Bke those in Dedhi and Ben-
galuru, too had expressed
solidarity with their NAL-
SAR counterparts.
Significantly, gquestions
had cropped up on wheth
er Mr. Mishra had acted on
his omm, Even CJ1 Kane had
backed the studems” right
W0 protest. Mr. Mishra
eventually had to sswe an

apology.

The Attornev-General
andl the Solicuor

Geeneral as permanent
ex-officio members of the BCY,
din woukd be given pros notice by
vour and invitesd wo participate
inam decsion-making Fa
process having a
podicy Impact

JUSTICE JOYMALYA BAGCHI

Semior advocate Gopal
Sankaranarayanan  ques
soned the constirution of
the Pearl Firss Trust and
the sell-assignment of BCI
members as trustees “in
perpetuation”™. He said the
financial assets and in
comes of the earber BCI
Irust were transferred to
the new Trust.

“Even after the expiry of
their tenures, these people
would comtinue 10 be per-
manent  managing  trus-
tees.” he subamitted,

“Can elected members
become permanent trus

tees beyond their capaci
y™ Justice Bagchi
questioned.

Senior advocate Madha-
vi Divan sakd the hinancial
expenditures  pulled ouwt
from BCI records were
“jolting™.

Concentration of power
Senlor advocate Shobha
Gupta, also for petitioners,
sakl what has been seen
over the years was “con-
centration of powers”,

Ms. Gupta, along with
advocates Deepak  Pras-
kash and Sriram Parakiat,
questioned the “uniner
rupted contmuity™ of Mr
Mishra ltor more than 12
years as the BCI chalrper-
son snce November 204,

“The current term as
chadrperson of BCI started
from April I7, 2025, In view
of the mandate of Rule 12
(2), Chapter 1, Part Il of the
Bar Council of India Rules,
the maxinum persod of re-
nure of Chairperson of BCI
5 two vears, bul & ganetle
notification of April 21,
2025 notifed the tenure of

Petitioners raised allegations against BCI Pear]
First Trust in which Mishra is ‘managing trustee’

chairperson and vice-char
person till April 16, 2030,"
she submined

Semsor  advocates Ma-
ninded Singh and Guru
Krishnakumar, appearing
for the BCL, said they wel
comed the direction to
take the concurrence of
the highest law officers in
policy matrers,

The conirt Further direct-
ed the Chief Justices of
Hygh Courts to complete
the co-option of two wo-
men members o State Bar
Councils within a fort-
night. Following which,
State Bar Counclls must
notify their new compos)
thom within a week,

The court paved the way
for time-bound elections Lo
the central and State-level
bar bodies

It ordered that the new
ly constituted State Bar
Councils must elect ther
chairperson,  vice-chair-
person, other office-bear-
ers andd one representative
10 the BCl within three
weeks of notsthcation of
their composition,
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Aero India 2027 to be held in
Bengaluru from February 8

Aero India, Asia’s largest air show and among the
world’s premier aerospace and defence
exhibitions, will return for its 16™ edition at Air
Force Station, Yelahanka, in Bengaluru from
February 8 to 12, 2027. Exhibitor registrations are
scheduled to begin on September 3, 2026. A
major attraction of the event will be aerial
displays by the Indian Air Force and participating
international flying teams. Aero India 2027 is
being organised by the Department of Defence
Production under the Ministry of Defence.
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How valuable are man-
groves? A recent study of
the Pichavaram mangrove
ecosystem in Tamil Nadu
estimated its total econom-
ic value (TEV) at $2,485.38
crore, willlseissiactare

it provides.

The Pichavaram Man-
grove Forest is deemed
one of the most ecological-
ly significant coastal wet-
land ecosystems in India
and plays a vital role in
supporting  biodiversity
conservation,  fisheries
productivity, coastal pro-
tection, climate regulation,

N

blue carbon s SLragso;
and livelihood secTiity for
coastal communities.
“Mangrove ecosystems
provide a wide range of
provisioning, regulating,
supporting, and cultural
ecosystem  services  that
contribute significantly o
ecological  sustainability
and human well-being.
Despite their importance,
many ecosystem services
remain undervalued in
conventional development
planning because several
ecological benefits are
non-market in nature and
are not reflected in market
transactions,” says the stu-
dy “Economic valuation
and blue carbon assess-
ment of ecosystem servic-
es (ESV) in the Pichavaram

)
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Green gold: Pichavaram Mangrove Farest is a highly significant

cosstal wethand ecasystem in India. ALE PHOTO

Mangrove Forest”™.

The study, by M. Balasu-
bramanian, Associate Pro-
fessor, Centre for Ecologh-
cal Economics and Natural
Resources, Institute for So-
cial and Economic Change,
Bengaluru, was funded by

the Deputy Conservator of
Forests, Forest Genetics Di-
vision, Coimbatore. It was
based on primary and se-
condary data; primary in
formation was collected
from 302 households
across hve mangrove-de-

penae 22100 :
Thittu, Kalaignar Nagar,
Chinnavaikal, Patriadi, and
Mudasalodai.

Carbon sink

“The blue carbon assess
ment highlights the critical
role of the Pichavaram
mangroves as a significant
natural carbon sink and a
valuable climate regulation
asset,” says the study.

The analysis further re-
vealed that mangrove sedi-
ments constitute an even
more substantial carbon
reservoir. The average soil
organic carbon stock of
25114 1onnes of carbon per
hectare was estimated to
generate an economic va-
lue of $90.24 lakh per hec-
tare, resulting in a total soil

aed at\R2,485 crore: stud

“—

organic carbon value of
11,224.63 crove. When ve-
getation and soil carbon
pools are combined, the
total blue carbon asset va-
lue of the Pichavaram Man-
grove Ecosystem is esty
mated at T1,612.40 crore

The study recommends
the integration of ecosys-
tem service valuation into
coastal development plan-
ning and environmental
decision-making, the re-
cognition of mangroves as
key nature-based solutions
for climate adaptation and
disaster risk reduction,
and the development of
blue carbon financing me-
chanisms, carbon credit
programmes, and Pay-
ment for Ecosystem Servic-
es schemes,
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‘Bihar’s concerns on Ganga
treaty will be considered’

External Affairs Minister writes to JIXU) MP Sanjay Jha after he complained that treaty between
India and Bangladesh had ‘negatively impacted’ Bihar; Jha has said pact should not be renewed

Nistula Hebbar
Kallol Bhattacherjee

NEW DELHI

ndia will decide on the

renewal of the 1996

Ganga Water Treaty
while keeping Bihar’s inter-
ests in consideration, stat-
ed External Affairs Minister
S. Jaishankar in a recent
letter to Janata Dal (United)
MP Sanjay Jha who had
called upon the govern-
ment not to renew the trea
ty, asserting that it had
“negatively impacted” the

Renewal of the treaty is
one of the major items on
this year's diplomatic ca-

lendar of the
coumries.
Responding to Mr. Jaish-
ankar’s letter dated August
28, Mr. |ha expressed the
hope that the Government
of India will factor in Bi-
har's interests “fully and
fairly” while going ahead
with the treaty. “Bihar is
not seeking a favour. We
are asking only for what
our own sclentific assess-
ment establishes, so that 13

two

The treaty has contributed to silt accumulation upstream of the
Ganga, the JD{U) leader has said. ani

crore people are not left
short of water for drinking,
irrigation and industrial
supply for another 30
years,” Mr. Jha said.

Consultations held

In the letter 1o Mr. |ha, Mr.
Jaishankar said: “We fully
understand your concerns
regarding the Ganga Water
Treaty. 1 would like to
bring to your attention that
under the leadership of the
Jal Shakti Ministry, inter-
ministerial consultations
involving relevant stake-
holders have taken place o
ensure broad-based con-
sultation on the future of

the treaty.” He added that
an authorised representa
tive of the Government of
Bihar participated in the
inter-ministerial consulta:
tions held on August 22,
2023, October 30, 2023,
March 15, 2024, and on
May 31, 2024.

“The government will
take the appropriate deci-
sion while keeping these
factors in focus,” sakd Mr.
Jaishankar regarding the
renewal of the treaty.

Earlier Mr. Jha, who was
the Bihar Water Resources
Minister from 2021 to
2024, had strongly op-
posed the renewal of the

treaty, arguing that it had
hurt Bihar's interests, In
his remarks 1o The Hindu,
he had described the trea
ty, which was signed dur-
ing the first prime ministe-
rial tenure of Sheikh
Hasina in 1996, as a rem-
nant of the “Gujral Doc-
trine’ era that projected a
generous image of India
but did not serve Bihar's
interests.

Mr. Jha had said that “if
you look at the data in the
last 30 years of the treaty
being in place, you can
clearly see that the inter
ests of Bihar have been ne-
gatively impacted”, and ar-
gued that India should
allow the treaty to expire.

Apart from objection
from Mr. Jha, the treaty is
also in focus because of the
lack of top-level political
meetings between India
and Bangladesh. India and
Bangladesh were in talks
for a New Delhi visit by
Prime Minister Tarique
Rahman, but the rtalks
broke down over a virtual
press conference by de-
posed Prime Minister
Shelkh Hasina at the Fo-
reign Correspondents Club
in New Delhi on August 5,
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Maternity leave can't lead
to loss of role or career
prospects, says Delhi HC

Soibam Rocky Singh
NEW DELHI

The Delhi High Court has
ruled that a woman return-
ing from maternity leave at
a private company is ordi-
narily entitled to resume
her previous position and
cannot be placed at a pro-
fessional disadvantage by
reducing her responsibili-
ties, managerial authority
or prospects of career
advancement.

Justice Sachin Datta, in
the August 31 judgment,
held that the protection
under Section 12 of the Ma-
ternity Benefit Act is not li-
mited to safeguarding con-
tinuity of employment or
wages.

The Court held that if a
woman’s previous post is
no longer available for bo-
na fide and demonstrable
organisational reasons, she
must be placed in a posi-
tion as nearly equivalent as
possible in terms of pay,

The court said that a woman
should not be at a professional
disadvantage upon her retum.

grade, status, responsibili-
ties, managerial authority
and prospects of
advancement.

The court was dealing
with a petition by char-
tered accountant Rakhi
Bisht, who alleged that she
was sidelined by a private
company after returning
from maternity leave. Ms.
Bisht went on maternity
leave in December 2023
while working as Manager,
Accounting, and supervis-
ing a team.

Advocate Parul Singh,

representing her, alleged
that on her return, she was
told that her earlier posi-
tion was no longer availa-
ble and was assigned to the
Treasury department. She
said that the new role was
substantially inferior.

“In the present case, the
petitioner [woman| does
not seek to enforce any
term of her employment
contract; rather, she seeks
to enforce Section 12 of the
Maternity Benefit Act,
1961, which imposes an
obligation upon every em-
ployer to whom the Act ap-
plies and which remains
unaffected by the terms of
the employment contract
between the parties,” the
Court said. Justice Datta
further held that a woman
seeking an adjustment in
her duties, working hours,
workplace or role because
of post-maternity circum-
stances should not be
treated as having waived
her statutory protection.
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NPOsing Sanctions an
dditional tariffs and other
restrictions refated to Russia. Most concerningfis
a provision authorising tariffs of up to 100% on
countries among the five largest importers of
Russian crude oll or natural gas if they knowingly
make new purchases alter enactment. Though it
still awaits House approval, enactment could have

Consultant at the
Centtre for Socal and
Economic Progress,

serious implications for India’s economic New Delh
interests.
The Russian oil dilemma The Lindsey 0,

Graham Act
puts India under
pressure, bt
export
diversification
and domestic
reforms can
cushion shocks

India has diversified its energy supplies in recemt
years 1o reduce its crude import bill and gain
strategic advantage amid global uncertainty,
driving a sharp rise in Russian crude imports
Bedore the Russia-Ukraine conflict, Russian crude
accounted for just 2% of India’s imports; it is now
roughly hald.

In 2026 alone, imports nearly doubled from
4.54 MMT in January to 8.96 MMT in May. While

asexposire fo U.S. tariff risks

Impact of tarifs and export divensification
Samction Diversification

India’s crude
import from Russia
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TR,
the strategy has helpeJée supplies, it carres

diplomatic costs, particularly in managing ties
with the United States, which seeks 1o strongly
discourage these imports, The ULS. Russia
Sanctions Act reflects this pressure,

On July 24, before the bill's introduction, the
LLS. imposed forced-labour taritls on 60
countries, including India, under Section 301 of
the Trade Act of 1974, imposing an additional 107%
tarifl, a replacement of the expired 10% duty
under Section 122, on India. If the Russia
sanctions Act becomes law, India’s cumulative
tariff could reach 110%, making it one of the most
heavily taritfed countries. Such high tariffs could
affect India’s price competitiveness in the US., a
major export market, leading to economic losses.
China's cumulative tariff could reach 112.5%, as
both countries are major importers of Russian
crude.

Trade simulations and results

To analvse the trade dynamics and possible way
forward for India, two global trade simulations
were conducted using the GTAP dataset and
maodel, a global general equilibrium model that

captures global linkages and country-level shocks.

The first (sanction scenario) models a 10% ULS.
taritf on India, with other countries facing
forceddabour tariffs and China facing 112.5%. The
second (diversification scenario) applies the same
tariffs while India pursues export diversification,
proxied by a full India-European Union free trade
agreement (FTA).

The simulation results suggest that the
proposed ULS. sanctions could have adverse
conseguences for the Indian economy. Under the
sanction scenario, India’s welfare declines by
nearly $47 billion, while GDP, output, domestic
demand, exports, and imports all contract.
Aggregate exports fall by 5.1% and imports by
5.2%, reflecting disrupted trade flows and weaker

economic activity. The resules indicate that a
prolonged taritt-based confrontation with the US.
could impose substantial costs on India’s growth
and trade performance.

The picture changes considerably when India
responds through export diversification. With a
functional India-EU FTA, the economy tums
around despite the same tariff environment.
Wellare improves by $26.3 billion, GDP turns
positive, and sectoral output and domestic
demand recover by around 1%, Agregate exports
increase by 3.1%, while imports rise by a
moderate 2.6%, indicating stronger production
and trade integration with alternative markets.

The findings suggest that even if India
continues procuring crude from Russia to
strengthen its energy security, the adverse
economic effects of U.S. tariffs can be mitigated to
a large extent through export diversification. The
India-EU FTA, used here as a proxy for
diversilication, demonstrates that India must
increasingly look beyond the US. and expand its
presence in alternative markets, even as the US
remains one of its largest export destinations.

The strategy to pursue

However, diversihcation is not a panacea, It
depends on the ability of other markets 1o absorb
additional Indian exports, Without adeguate
external demand, diversification may remain
limited.

Therefore, export diversification must be
complemented by sustained domestic reforms,
including trade Rcilitation, removal of non-tarif!
barriers, improved logistics and standards, and
movement up the goods quality ladder. Such a
strategy would not only enhance India's
resilience to future geopolitical shocks but also
strengthen its long-term export competitiveness.

Fhe views expwessed ave prrsonad
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sands x a
dehining moment In s
Journey 1owards the
vision of Viksit Bharat

2047, Uncler the Healthcare

for '

ot 0l pocket expenditure,
and promaoting prews,
care. Yet there is
element that cuts across a
Chese ambstioes and

determines their succes

n
educanional analnment,
waorkforoe participation,
sockl cohesion, and physcal
beakth outcomes. A healthier
and more peoductiv la
cammot be builgg

phcing meneal well being at
the centre of puilc heakh.

Major implications

The scale of the chalenge &
substantial. Mental diness
affects one in seven Indians,
with nearly 200 million

people living with a

dagnosable mental be
condition ﬁlWrnu(:n
of mental disorders o xdia's

vonad disease burden has
doubled over the past three
decades, Yt the mational
treatment gap remains
84.5%, meaning thae maore
tham four out of frve people
who need care do o
receive I The reasons ane
well known, India bas only
0.3 psychiatrists per
100,000 poguilation,
alongside signihicam
shoetages in clinical
psychologists, psychiatne
sockal workers, and
psychiatric nurses. These
shoetages are the result of
decades Surmy which
mental health receved
Insthiclenn aenoon, boch In
India and obally

Mental disorders
signihcantly Increase the risk

Founding CEOQ of
ndia's Nyton
Meakh Authority and
Agushinas Bhart

CEO of The Live Love
Lavgh Foundation

Il ndia s 1w
become a truhy
developed
natson by 2047,
menital health
st monge froam
the mangins of
public policy o
s cenere

of chronic diseases, while
chironic dseases I urm
incresse the risk of mental
lliness. More than 60% of
peaple atending primary
care Facilities have 3
diagnosabde memtal disorder.
Rares of anxiety and
depression are substantaalh
higher among people living
with diabetes, hyperension,
bwerculosis, and HIVARDS,
Ignoring mental heakth,
therefore, undermmes
efforts o control
no-communicable diseases
and reduce healthcare
expenditure,

The economic
implications are equally
compelling. A 205
mode lling study by
rescarchers from PGIMER
and NIMHANS estimated chat
integrating unsversal
depression screening oo
India’s primary healthcare
systemm could generate net
savings of €291 bilkon to 3482
billion annually, equivabent
to a5 much as O.32% of GDP.
Memtal health = not a socsl
wellpre ssuw alone - i is
s & husssan capital
investment and an economic
growth strategy.

The encouraging news is
that Inda has already
many of the foundacions
reguared] for transformation
Maore than 1.73 hikh
sub-centres and primary
health centres have been
comrverted into Ayushman
Bharar Arogya Mandies, with
mental bealthcare induded
among the essential service
packages. The District
Mennad Health Programme
now covers more than 90%
of districes. Tele MANAS,

I hedd i 2022, has
expanded across all States
and Unton Temritories.

Three main priocities

The task now s Dot 10 szart

from scratch, 1t is 8o basld on

thes foundistion at scale
FIrst, one must empower

ust anchor public health

frontine health workers 1o
become the backbane of
commmunity menial
healchcare. India’s one
mdlllon ASHA workers
regpwesenst the world's kairgest
community health
workioree. Evidence from
Madina Pracdesh and other
States demonstrases that,
with appeoprisee training
andd supervision, ASHAs can
sucoessfullly sdentsfy,
support, and refer
individhuals with commaon
mental disoeders.
Expanding this mode]
througth validated screening
toods, digital dearning
platforms, and
performancefinked
incentives could expand
ACOLSS 00 care.

Second, Inda must invest
more systemnatically in
community hased care.
Models such as Zmbalre's
Friendship Bench, Aemivata
in Indka, and programmes
impdemented by The Live
Love Laugh Foundaton
demonstrne that tramed
comminity workers can
bridge the gag between
awareness and treatment,
partioularky in roral and
uncderserved popukations.
These approaches Impeove
access and reduce costs,
and deserve wider adoption
and funding. Third, the
coumtry mwsst fully realse
the promise of financial
protecton. Extending
ourpatient mental beakh
benefits under the Pradhan
Mamitri Jan Aroghva Yojana
and strengthening the
impdementation of
insurance parity as per the
Memtal Healtheare Ace, 2017,
would make memsl
healcthcare affoedable for
méllions who currently go
without care

If India is 10 bevome 2
trully developed nation by
2047, merttal health st
move from the margns of

public policy to its centre.
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Forex swap rakes in over $136 bnp’é

Youlube Homework

\ccording to RBI data, this includes $1.27.226 mn eposits, S5.260 mn through OFCBES and S3.891 mn via ECBs;

central bank may prioritise closing its short forward dd

Lalatendu Mishra
Ashokamithran
MUMBA)

oreign exchange in-
flows via loreign
currency non-resi-

dent (Bank) FONR(B) depo
SIS, overseas loreign cur
rency borrowings (OFCBs)
and external commercial
borrowings (ECBs) under
the Reserve Bank of India’s
(RBI) swap [acility have
crossed SII6 billion, sur-
passing all projections

A total of $1,36,377 mil
lion has been mobilised, as
per data released by the
RBIL This includes
$1,27.226 million through
FCNR (B) deposits, $5,260
milion through OFCBS
and $3,891 million through
ECB

Groway

Cushioning impact: The REI has sbready begun absorbing rupee

quidity 0 ersure call rates did not fall beow policy rate. REUTERS

The REI had imroduced
a special USDINR forex
swap facllty covering
these instruments on June
8 this year 1o deal with fo-
rex outflows due to high oil
prices and fight of capital
owing to exit of Foreign

Portfolio Investors (FOIs)
from the stock market,
The central bank may
prioritise closing s $137
billion short forward dollar
positions with the FONR
(B) deposits received, ac
cording to experts and in

dustry insiders. “The RBI
has an outstanding short
forward position of $137
billion. If the regulator de-
cides not 1o roll over the
outstanding positions, the
rupee lquidity will be ab-
sorbed from the banking
svstem and RBI may use
the excess forex reserves
generated from the FONR
(B) scheme for delivering
the dollars,” said Shashi
Dhar, Chief General Man-
ager of Treasury & Global
Markets at Bank of Baroda

Short forward dollars
are ocwrrency derivative
contracts, wherein the RBI
commits 10 sell dollars at a
future date at a predeter-
mined rate. This is used o
defend the rupee without
drawing down spot re
serves immediately.

positions with the FONR(B) deposits received, say insiders

The central bank had al
ready begun absorbing ru-
pee liguidity to make sure
call rates did not fall below
policy rate, Mr. Dhar said.

Mr. Dhar further in-
formed that liquidity was
at 6.5 lakh crore and the
REI might absord some of
this to make sure short
term money supply did not
feed into inflation and to
keep the borrowing cost
aligned with policy rate.

Meanwhile, banks may
be inclined to use this o
“bolster their asset-side
books and reduce their de-
pendence on wholesale
deposits in the iImmediate
term,” he said, adding that
in the long term, they
could use the excessive li
quidity 1o fund credit
growth.
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Trump pledged fiscal restraint; now

WASHINGTON

onakl Tramp e
ntun’m.l o the
White Howse pro-

mising 1o get the United
Staves” fimancial house in
order by slashing the scope
of the federal government,
ending costly  “lorever
wars® and spurring ec
Bomic growth 10 tame spi
ralling deficits.

Imstead, the national
debn has surged past $40
trillion i the first 19
months of his second 1erm,
Federal spending has
grown, not shrunk, The
she-mosth-obd Tran war has
become an expensive stale-
ate. And the cost of ser-
vicing the U.S. debt, mean
while, has grown as yiekls
on same US. bonds hi
their higthest levels in near-
Iy twao decades

Looming fscal crunch
The result, budget experts
sy, B a looming Sscal
crunch likely o lorce Con
gress andd & foture presi-
dennt 1o take politically un-
popular steps o enher
raise tawes or trim the so-
clal salety net, potencially
including Social Securnty
“There s no scenarko in
which one could look
the record of Presidemt
Trump i bath this serm
and the previous term, and
declare it a Bscal success,”
sid Maya MacGuineas,

‘ THAT'S

rst 19 monehs of Trumps second erm; Trump's second-e
ale headaches for future lawmakers. budget experts say: demographic shifts have also strained the budget

WHAT IS THE NATIONAL DEBT TODAY?

$40,047,470,230,213

president of the Commi
tee for & Responsibie Fed
eral Buadget, a centrist
Washiogmon  think  tank
“The way we got here was
not his FGaule, but the Gt
that we are here and law
makers have not  dome
amything vo mprove o ks all
of thetr GQuit, with the pre
sident dearly being central
andl creacing the agenda.”
The debit surpassed $40
wrihon just ahead of the
upcoming November mid-
term ebections that will de-
termime ¥ Republicans
kewp comtrod of Congress
for the second hall of
Trump's final term. While
VORETS MY Dol locus on
the Isse until the coun
iry’s fiscal problems tran-
slace lmeo beneht cuts or
tax hikes, the fallout hits
them just the same In the

form of high morigage in

$117,33)

FOR EVERY SINZLE PERSON IN AMERICA

Db surpiassed S40m
abead of the upooming
November michierm
pods that will determine
i Republicans keop
control of Congaress for
the second hall of
Trump's final term

erest raes that  rxck
yiekls on government detn
and milation outpacing
wage hikes.

Mounting debt

Trump has driven up
spending across his two
terms. His hrstterm tax
cuts added $5.4 trillion in
dete, according o the
Commmittes [or 3 Respansi-
e Federal Budget. His se-
cond4erm tax and (mami-

gration law added another
$4.7 wrillion, according 1o
the Comgressional Budget
OMoe,  lowmakers'  non
partisan bookkeeper.

White House spokes-
man Kush Desal sald
Trump was the “first presi-
dent 10 seriously take on
pervasive waste, fraud,
anxd abuse across the leder-
A povernment,” and cut
spending by Gring thou-
sands of federal workers
and elimimating “wasteful
Programenes.”

Trump and Congres
sional  Republicans  did
shrink the annual deficit In
2025, but by & margnal
Amoumt, even as the over
all debt contined to grow,

Deficlt expansion

Both parties share respon-
sibility. Tax cuts under Re
publican presidents Ro

mald Resgan and George
W, Bush widened deficins,
as did Bush-era wars, De-
mocrats  Barack  Obama
and Joe Biden mcreased
spending through stilus
packages alter the 2008 h-
mancial corisis and CO-
VID-19 pandemic, respec-
trvely.  President Bl
Clinton, a Democrat, post-
eod modest annual sueplus
% in his second serm dur-
a period of strong
momse growth and re-
15 10 entithement pro-
ammes In compramise
legislation with & Republi-
can-comtrolled Congress

Demographic shifts
Peave also straimed the bad-
get. As the ‘baby boom’
generation born in the
years after World War Two
retires, the trust funds be-
ind Socisl Security and
Medicare are running thin
and payroll ax revenue
falls short of covering fu
ture benefits

Previous generations of
Republicans have called
for  overbauling  entitle-
ments, but Tramp has led
s paarty 1o buck conserva-
the  orthodoxy, creating
mew safety-net-style pro-
grammes sach a8 govern-
ment-backed Investmem
SCOOUNES or pewborms,

His admanistratson has
shifted the US. revenue
sorocTure, in par by ralsing
tarifls and cutting corpo
rate tax raves, further 1w0-
ward taxing workers and
honsehokls and away from
bassinesses and mvestors,
i has made governmem

nd immigracion Lw adds $4.7 trillion in debt, CBO

revenwe more dependent
Of & 1ype of taxation that
commands a  shrinking
portion of ecomomic oul-
put amid global financial
shifts anxd 2 rapidly retiring
warkiarce

Andd it bas tilved tax bur-
dens increasingdy toward
low- and middle-income
households over the high-
est earners, according 1w
Congressional buckat
O inds

“You now have Republ-
cans becoming very fond
of akernative ways of rals
ing more taxes 10 avosd pod-
Incaly discult encitlement
redorms,” said Romina Boc
cia, director of budget and
encitlement policy a the
conservative Calo Institute

Counting on growth
Conservatives have long
held that Jower tax rates
and bess government over-
sight spur levestment and
growmth, generating mare
tax revenue and easing the
cast of antkpoverty peo
grammes and outpacing
the debt, a strasegy relter
e by Tramp

*The growth will ke
care of that very easily”
Trumgp sakd en route 1o 4
policical rally on August 21.
From the Oval Office, e
sald his policies could In
crease the coumiry’s eco-
nomic ourpur o 2005 an-
nusally, a feat accomplished
only anoe sinoe 19497, a5 the
ecomomy roared back 1w
life in the third quarter of
2000 when COVID-9 shut
downs ended.



U.S. President suggests renaming

Strait of Hormuz as “Trump Strait’

Trump claims the vital waterway is under U.S. control despite ongoing conflict with Iran; it follows other renaming eftorts,
including ‘Gulf of America, ‘Lake America; and naming initiatives such as “Trump Gold Card., "Trump Rx drug-sales website

Agence France-Presse

WASHINGTON

resident Donald

Trump on nes-

day sted re-
naming theé Strait of Hor-
muz as “Trump Strait,”
asserting U.S. control of
the vital waterway even as
fighting raged there with
Iran.

It is the latest in a series
of geographical name
changes floated by Mr.
Trump, and comes after he
claimed U.S. sovereignty
over the strait that Tehran
has effectively shut for six
months.

“Now that we have it un-
der U.S.A. control, should
we change the name Hor-

Iranians drive past a billboard featuring Donald Trump and the
Strait of Hormuz, erected on Valiasr Square in Tehran. asp

muz Strait to TRUMP
STRAIT??? Like America it-
self, it would be ‘hotter’
than ever before!”™ Mr.
Trump said on his Truth
Social network.

The White House later
posted a map of the Gulf
on social media with the
waterway marked “Trump
Strait”.

“It’s got a nice ring to it,”

the White House post
added.

The 80-year-old Presi-
dent’s call to unilaterally
rename an international
body of water after himself
comes despite the fact that
the six-month-old war with
Iran shows no sign of
ending.

Since returning to office
last year, Mr. Trump has
made a string of similar re-
naming suggestions which
started out as apparent at-
tempits to troll his adversar-
ies, but then came to
fruition.

Last week, the 80-year-
old Republican signed an
order renaming Lake Onta-
rio as “Lake America”
amid a trade war with

neighbouring Canada.

Mr. Trump also re-
named the Gulf of Mexico
as the “Gulf of America” on
his first day back in the
White House in January
2025. Neither Mexico nor
Canada have accepted the
changes.

Mr. Trump additionally
reverted the name of Dena-
li, North America’s highest
peak, to its former monik-
er Mt. McKinley.

The President has also
gone on a spree of renam-
ing things after himself, in-
cluding the Kennedy arts
centre in Washington, a
peace institute, a “Trump
Gold Card” for immigra-
tion and a “Trump Rx"
drug-sales website.
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Air Force veteran appointed
first Ram Te

Air Vice-Marshal Jitendra Mishra (retd) ¢
Mohan Pandey, Nirmala Yadav named trustees; move comes amid allegation of donation theft

Ishita Mishra

NEW DELHI

he Shri Ram Jan
Tmuhhmlmi Teerth
Kshetra Trust on

Wednesday nted Alr

ice Marshal Jiuw"' ra Mis
L cmg-w

e
ex ofhcer,
¢ appointment came

at a time when the the
Trust is strengthening its
administrative  structure
amid allegations of theft of
donations at the Ram Tem
ple in Ayodhya.

The appointment was
announced after a meeting
of the Trust at the Maniram
Das Chawani in Ayodhva,
where the trustees also
fAlled three vacant posi-
tions on the Board.

The vacancies arose fol
lowing the resignations of
senior Vishwa Hindu Par-
ishad (VHP) leader and
general secretary Champat
Rai, and trustee Anil Mis-
hra. They quit in July after
the embezzlement allega-
tlons surfaced.

The third vacancy arose
after the death of trustee
Vimlendra Pratap Mishra,
a member of Avodhya’s
erstwhile roval family,

According 1o a commas-

>

n IAF for 31 vears; M

»

A Vice-Marshal Jrendra Mishra (retd) was awarded the Sarvottam

Yudh Seva Medal and was also a part of Operation Sindoor. #Ti

nique issued by the Trust,
Air Vice-Marshal Mishra
was appointed following
the recommendations of a
committee constituted to
select the CEO.

The process involved
scrutinising about 5,585
applications, and inter-
viewing hundreds of cands-
dates over a period of near-
v two months.

Air Vice-Marshal Mishra
served in the Indian Air
Force for 31 vears, holding
positions across different
departments and gaining
extensive leadership expe-
rience, the Trust said.

It added that the new
CEO was also awarded the
Sarvottam Yudh Seva Me-

dal, one of the highest mil-
itary decorations for distin-
guished service in
wartime. He was also part
of Operation Sindoor.

‘Unaware of selection’

He had not been aware of
his selection prior to the
announcement made to
the media on Wednesday,
Alr Vice-Marshal Mishra

told The Hindu.
“1 also got to know
about my selection

through television. 1 am
elated,” he said.

The trustees also ap-
pointed three new mem-
bers - Mahesh Bhagchand-
ka, Madan Mohan Pandey,
and Nirmala Yadav - 1o fll

ahesh Bhagcha

Wadan

the vacant positions. Mr.
Bhagchandka is associated
with Ashok Singhla Foun
dation, while Mr. Pandey is
an advocate,

Ms. Yadav will be the
first woman to hold a trus-
teeship in the Trust.

Swami Govind Dev Giri
will continue as the Trust's
general secretary, while
Mr. Bhagchandka will take
charge as treasurer. The
Trust's annual accounts for
202526 have also been
approved

Financial details
The Trust recorded a total
income of about 237

crore, and expenditure of
about 99 crore during the
financial year. It also in-
curred about 3425 crore in
capital expenditure on
construction and related
works. As of March 31, the
Trust had wotal funds of
about 1,882 crore,

The VHP hailed the ap-
pointment of the CEO.
VHP president Alok Kumar
described Alr Vice-Marsha
Mishra as a senior and res-
pected personality, adding
that his extensive expe-
rience would help the
Trust function more effec
tively and transparently.
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