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Manipur polls may be hit if Naga-Kuki
violence continues, says Deputy CM

Losii Dikho, who is a member of the Naga People’s Frong, sayvs Naga legislators are prepared to take ‘extreme steps’ if no action is taken on
their concerns, including their demand for the removal of Deputy Chief Minister Nemcha Kipgen, a BJIP MLA belonging to the Kuki community

Vijaita Singh

NEW DELHI

ontnuing Naga-Ku-
C ki violence in the
hill districts of Ma

nipur will make it difficubt
to conduct elections to the
State Assembly next year,
Manipur Deputy Chief Mi
nister Losii Dikho said on
Thursday, indicating that
Naga legislators may recon-
sider their support to the
Bharatiya Janata Party-led
government if their con-
cerns are not addressed,
including their demand for
the removal of fellow De-
puty Chief Minister Nem
cha Kipgen.

Mr. Dikho is a member
of the Naga People's Front
(NPF) which s allied with
the ruling BJP in Manipur,
while Ms. Kipgen is a BJP
MLA from the Kuki com
munity. Chief Minister
Khemchand Singh is from
the Meitei community.

In an interview with The
Hindu, Mr. Dikho said that
Central security forces had
been unable 1o prevent the
artacks, noting that he had
sent several SOS messages

to the Director-General of

Police a day earlier, as Naga
villages in Kangpokpi were

surrounded by
groups.

Mr. Dikho, who recently
led a group of nine Naga
MLAS in writing to Union
Home Minister Amit Shah
seeking Ms. Kipgen's remo-
val, said the current situa-
tion had become untena-
ble and accused “"Kuki
militant groups™ of carry
ing out attacks on Naga
civilians.

The Home Minister is
yet to respond to their
memorandum, he said.

“If it continues like this,
election will be very diff-
cult, especially in the hills,”
Mr. Dikho said, adding that
the legislators were pre-
pared 1o take “extreme
steps” If no action was ta-
ken on their representa-
tion to the Centre,

His remarks comes

armed

amid a renewed wave of

violence between the Naga
and Kuki communities ov-
er the past 10 days.

At least seven people
from the two communities
have been killed over the
past week in Kangpokpi
district, where they live in
close proximity.

The incidents add
another dimension to the
ethnic violence that initial-

Manipur Deputy Chiel Minsster Loss Dikho says security lorces have
been unable to prevent the attacks. am

ly erupted in the State on
May 3, 2023 between the
Meited and Kuki-Zo people.

Deputy CMs feud

Mr. Dikho alleged that the
latest round of violence be-
gan after a Naga vouth was
assaulted in Ukhrul district
on February 7 and subse-
quently escalated into a
broader conflict. He said
that six Nagas had been ab-
ducted and killed by
cadres of the Kuki National
Front (KNF-P), an insur-
gent group now under the
Suspension of Operations
(S00) agreement with the
Centre. Noting that the
group is headed by Ms.
Kipgen's husband, Thang-

boi Kipgen, Mr. Dikho
questioned her silence fol-
lowing the incdemt.

“We were given the res-
ponsibility of restoring
peace after the popular go-
vernment was reinstated.
While efforts were being
made to reach out to all
communities, she did not
engage with the affected
people or play a role in re-
ducing tensions. She re-
fused to take calls after the
Nagas were abducted |on
May 13] and instead
switched off her phone,”
Mr. Dikho said.

The NPF leader said re-
lations between him and
Ms. Kipgen had broken
down following the killings

and claimed that she had
been antending Cabinet
meetings virtually.

NRC before Census
While supporting the Chief
Minister’s efforts to restore
normalcy, Mr. Dikho said
the new violence threa-
tened to undermine recent
peace initiatives, He also
renewed criticism of the
So0 arrangement, alleging
that some militant groups
were operating outside de
signated camps and conti-
nuing armed activities,

Asked about the reasons
for the ongoing Naga-Kuki
conflict, Mr. Dikho attri
buted it to longstanding
disputes over kand owner-
ship, demographic chang-
es, and ilegal immigration.

Echoing demands
raised by several Meitei
groups and other civil so-
clety organisations, he
supported the call w up-
date the National Register
of Citizens (NRC) before a
full Census exercise is conr
ducted in the State.

Asked why the presence
of Central forces such as
the Assam Rifles, CRPF
and BSF had not been able
to prevent the violence,
Mr. Dikho said, “Some sec-

tions of people accuse
some security people like
Assam Rifles; | do not ac-
cept that. But for security
people, as of now, the han
dicap is that they want to
protect both sides — the
Nagas and the Kukis. So if
there Is a firing, they can-
not intervene easily... even
to go to the remotest villag:
es, 1o the terrain, there is
no proper road.”

NSCN-IM training

On allegations that the Na-
tional Socialist Council of
Nagaland-Isak Muivah
(NSCN-IM) was arming and
training Naga village volun
teers, Mr. Dikho acknow-
ledged that the group had
provided some self-de-
fence training to villagers
amid the ongoing Naga-Ku-
ki tensions, but denied
knowledge of any arms
supply.

He argued that such
training was intended to
help Naga villages protect
themselves in areas where
residents felt vulnerable 1o
militant attacks, adding
that communities had re-
sorted to self-defence be-
cause security forces were
often unable to reach re
maote locations quickly.
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Bar Council has no power to punish students: SC

I Court says the BCI, its head lack jurisdiction over
students; only universities can discipline them

Krishnadas Rajagopal

NEW DELHI

he ‘\'lvllvh'ltlo' Courn
I on Thursday de-
clared that the Bar

Councll of India (BCI) &
s Chalrperson, Manag
mar Mishra, lack
tion to discipline or penal
ise law studemts, rebuking
the regulatory body's at
tempts to intimadate NAL
SAR stidents exercising
thedr constitutional right to
I"li‘('\'l

The court Insisted om
clarifying the limits of the
BCI's powers though the
lacter had revoked Its Au
gLt 13 letters to NALSAR
administration to Lwunch
an Inquiry against the stu

dents and o the State Bar
Councils to block thear pro-
fessional enrolment.

The students had prot-
ested against having Chief

Justice Surya Kant as chief

Zuest at thedr Convocation
lollowing his oral com-
ments in court comparing
vouth o “cockroaches”
and “parasites”.

Right to dissent

A three-judge Bench head-
ed by Cloel Justice of India
Surva Kant saikd the arder,
drawing the boundary for
the Bar Council, was de
signed to safeguard univer
sity space and studems’
right to freely express dis
sent  against  future  at-
tempits o breach

SC rebukes BCI's attempt to intimidate NALSAR
students who opposed CJ1 as chief guest at event

” On an indepth consideration

of the issue. weare ol the o
opinion thar the Advocates Act,

1961 does not confer, expresshy

or implicdiy, any power on

the Bar Coundcil of India

and Scaere Bar Councils 1o

take any disciplinary or
punicive acthon ainst
law students

SUPRFEME CXURT

“The BCI has no jurs
diction or statutory com
petence as regards sty
demts, That & for their
universities,” Chief Justice
Kant observex].

“On an in-depth consid-
eration of the Issue, we are

=

|

of the opinson that the Ad
vocates Act, 961, does not
conler, expressly or mph-
edly, any power on the Bar
Council of Indla and State
Bar Councils to take any
disciplinary or punitive ac-
thon against law students,”

the top court recorded In
the order.

Mr. Mishra, who was
presemt, sald thar the BCI
had a role in regulating le-
gal education.

But the court sakd the
BCI could step in only after
enrolment.

Its disciplinary powers
under the Advocates Act,
1961, were, obviously, li
mited to  registered
advocates.

“Till then, BCI d&d not
come into the picture... To
sav a student wall not be
enrolled. " Justice Joyma-
Iva Bagchi said, leaving the
sentence unfinshed

The apex court was
hearing a petition filed by
two former NALSAR grad-

wates, represented by se.
nior advocate K. Para
meshwar and  advocate
Rupall Samuel, seeking le-
gal action against the BCI
and the chairperson for
threatening the 2026 barch
of NALSAR studems

Freedom of speech

The petition said that the
Bar Council's letters had
created a chilling effect on
the freedom of speech and
the freedom ol assocktion
among studens

Mr. Mishra sald that let
ters Bsued 1o NALSAR and
State Bar Councils were
withdrawn “within one
hour”.

He said there was no
reason for further cause of

The BCl's disciplinary powers under Advocates
Act, 1961, are limited to advocates, court adds

action, and the controver
sy should be given a
quietus

However, the courn
agreed with Mr. Paramesh-
war that the court should
protect students in the fu-
ture against any such viols-
tion of their rights by bo
dses acting  without
jurisdiction.

Such a situation should
never arise, the senior
coumsed said.

It charithed that only the
parent university or the
competent authority un
der the law has any disc-
plinary power over
stucents

The Bench said the Au-
gust 13 letters of the BCI
were “obsolete”™
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Congress questions GDP revision, asks
government to explain methodology

The Hindu Burcau

NEW DELHI

The Congress on Thursday
posed four questions to the
government over the latest
GDP estimates, seeking an
explanation for a cumula-

tive downward revision of

143 lakh crore in the est
mated size of the Indian
economy over the past
four years and questioning
the methodology used to
calculate real growth.

Congress leader Jairam
Ramesh asked why GDP es
timates for all four years
since 2022-23 had been re-
vised substantially down-
wards, what components
of the new methodology
had driven the changes,
who had been consulted in
framing it and why the de-
flator used for calculating
real GDP appeared to un-
derstate the impact of in-
flation.

“How has a change in
methodology  produced
such a large drop in the es-

a2y
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Jairam Ramesh

timated size of the Indian
economy,” he asked.

The questions came
days after the government
highlighted 7.8% real GDP
growth in the April-June
2026 quarter. Mr, Ramesh
said the hgure required
closer scrutiny and alleged
that the revisions had
made the growth rate ap-
pear stronger than it was.,

Garg’'s analysis

He pointed to repeated re-
visions to the GDP estimate
for April-June 2025, which

had brought the figure
down from about 86 lakh
crore to 80 lakh crore.

Citing calculations by
former Finance Secretary
Subhash Chandra Garg,
Mr. Ramesh said nominal
growth in the latest quarter
would have been closer to
2.6%, instead of the report
ed 10.3%, had the earlier
base not been revised
downwards,

“India’s GDP growth is
being inflated by a deflator
that does not reflect the in-
flation faced by ordinary
Indians,” Mr. Ramesh said,
referring to the gap bet-
ween the GDP deflator and
retail and  wholesale
inflation,

He also alleged that the
new GDP series had re-
duced nominal GDP esti-
mates for almost every
quarter over the four-vear
period, resulting in an ag-
gregate reduction of 43
lakh crore. The govern
ment needed to explain
how a change in methodol-

ogy could result in suchja
large reduction in the esji-
mated size of the econonjy

Mr. Ramesh also qu
tioned the GDP deflatdr,
which stood at 2.5% for the
quarter, against retail infli-
tion of 3.9% and wholes:
inflation of 9.4%. The
dening gap raised quey
tions about whether t

deflator adequately cap-
tured the inflation fced
households, he argudd.

He cited concerns
raised by former Chief Eco-
nomic Adviser Arvind Sub
ramanian and the IMF over
India’s national accounts,
arguing that the Centre
needed to provide greater
transparency on the meth-
odology underlying the
estimates.

In a sharp attack on
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, Congress leader K.C.
Venugopal said Mr. Modi
was “a creator of a manipu-
lated world™. “Let him live
in that world but the reality
is quite different,” he said.
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Cong. chief writes to Nadda, questions
delay in action over ‘purification’ ritual

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Congress president Malli-
karjun Kharge on Thurs
day said the shuddhikaran
(purification) of the Ramli-
la ground in Haldwani area
of Uttarakhand, where he
had addressed a political
rally, amounted to practis-
ing “untouchability”, and
said his party would ap-
proach Rajya Sabha Chair
man C.P. Radhakrishnan
over the issue.

On September 2, Mr.
Kharge, who is the Leader
of the Oppaosition in the Ra-
jva Sabha, wrote to Union
Minister and Leader of the
Rajya Sabha ).P. Nadda,
urging him to direct Urta-
rakhand Chief Minister
Pushkar Singh Dhami to
ensure that an FIR was re
gistered against those res-
ponsible for the alleged
purification ritual,

In his letter, which was
released on Thursday, Mr.
Kharge recalled that he

had raised the matter in
the Rajya Sabha on August
13 and that Mr. Nadda had
assured the House that the
incident would be investi-
gated and strict action ta-
ken against those found
guilty. The Rajya Sabha
Chairman had also ex-
pressed his grief over the
incident, he said.

‘No FIR vet’
“Even after 24 days of this
incident, not even an FIR
has been hled against the
organisations and indivi-
duals involved in this hei-
nous act.” he said.

He linked the incident to

QQ This issuce... is
deeply

connected to the
sentiments of crores of

people who confrom
harsh realitv on a
daily basis

MALLIKARJUN KHARGE
Congress presicent

the history of caste dis-
crimination, recalling that
during the Mahad Satva-
graha, when B.R. Ambed:
kar drank water from a pu-
blic tank, caste Hindus had
subsequently performed a
purification ritual using go-
mutra and gobar.

“This issue transcends
my personal self or the of-
fice of the Indian National
Congress president; it is
deeply connected to the
sentiments of crores of pe-
ople who confront this
harsh reality on a daily ba-
sis,” he said in his letter,

The Congress president
said the ritual at the Ramli

la Maidan, following his
August 8 rally, was con-
trary to the spirit of the
Constitution and human
values. “This is an incident
of untouchability, it is not
just about puribcation,” he
told presspersons here.

Mr. Kharge also ques-
tioned the silence of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
and Union Home Minister
Amit Shah on the issue,
“Whenever something
wrong happens, they re
main silent.” he said, citing
the alleged theft of dona-
tions to the Ram Temple,
and atrocities against Da-
lits as the other instances.

He also defended the
Leader of the Opposition
in the Lok Sabha Rahul
Gandhi, who had criticised
the purification ritual. An
FIR was subsequently re-
gistered against Mr. Gandhi
over his remarks.

Congress leader K.C, Ve-
nugopal said Mr. Gandhi
will not be intimidated by
cases against him.
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No defence ties with Pak.,
Bdlgium assures India

Saurabh Trivedi

NEW DEL

Belgium has assured India
that #t will not pursue de-
fence cooperation or pro-
vide technological assls
Iance o Palasian, sources
in the government said on
Thursday, following bilat-
eral talks berween Delence
Minksser Rajnath Singh and
Belgium’s Defence Minisser
I'heo Francken.

According to the sourc-
s, during the meeting In
New Delhd, Mr. Singh spec
ihcally raksed India’s con
cerms over the possibility
of Belgian defence technol
OV oF expertse being ex
tended 1w Pakistan, Mr
Francken assured the In
dian side that Belsum
stoo] firmly with Iindlia and
that there was “no ques
tlon™ of defence coopera
tlon with Pakistan

The assurance assumes
significance as India bas
been ralsng concerns with
its international partners
over the marsfer of de

fence  technologies and
milltary equapment that
conild  strengthen  Pakls

Union Minstey Rynath Singh holding 2 bilateral mosting weh his
Selgum counterpart Theo Franchen in New Dedhi on Thursdag A

wan's miliary capabilities.
During the Interaction,
the rwo sides reviewed the
entire spectrum of bilsteral
defence and  industral
cooperanan. The Ministers
agreed 1o expand engage
ment  through defence
cooperation dialogue,
high-level visits, training
andd capacity buikding.
They akso discussed re
gomal peace and security
and  acknowledged the
need for greater maritime
security collabaraion In
the Indo-Pacihc. Both sides
reiseraced that the Inda
Belgium partnership  is
basedd on shared values,
murual trest and respect.

The bilateral meeting
was held on the sidelines
of talks between Prime Mi
nister Narendra Modi and
Belgian  Prime  Minaster
Bart D¢ Wever, who & an
an ofhoial visit to India,

Earller, Mr. Francken
and Minister of State for
Defence Sanjay Seth ad-
dressed the Indla Belglum
Defence CEOs Rosmndtable
and B2B Meetings here.

Emphasisng the poten-
tial for deeper industrial
collabaration, the Belglan
Detence Minksser called for
Jount efSorts 10 strengthen
the armed forces of both
coumrtries in an evolving se
CUriy ernvironment.

»

eral delence cooperation

Alter meeting his Belglan counterpart, Prime Mingsser calls for ending conflices in Ukraine and West Asia through dialogaee:
three grvermment-deved defence agreements signedd: two sides abso announoe the establishiment of a Bt tade mechanism

Rallod Bhattacherjee

REW i

rime NBnster N
l'rcuj'a Modi
Tharsday called fo

dialogoe and dplomacy o
e the ongeing conflaes
in Ulicrsdoe s West Asda
Mr. Modi made the e
marks whie wekomng
Betpan  Prime  Ninister
Bart De Wever here, whnee
the two sides ramped
bikwerad defence coopera
ton by sening three g0

vermmene devel  defence
Beoineins
Belflan sources  In

formed thae at beast 1O prn
e defence agreemenss
will be sealed during the v
sk e willl nclode produx
ton of Belgien milltary
Hems sexch as rockess B
nde

"Whether it s Lk
or West Asla, we sugpont
Ml effoets dined a1 an carly
eod o contlces and the
resioration of peace. And

clittirudugtg RITor b
s forms aad e
thons b owr shawed ¢
mert "™ M. Moch
remaehs aler e
I Wever Bscwmend
and regonal ks

Paid eributes

The two leaders o pand
riBules o e ol than
000 Incdian sod wh

perished In the F

Farkds during e Fisl
Workd War. A bim Sue
mere bsued ot the end of
the dbwpedons annousond
that the two deaders callad
for “safety and security of
meaaritime rosnes and makn
laning safe and inimped
od mseritioow shippiog™ o
the comiext of the conflcrs
i West Asda and Ulkraine
The Pelgian Senktarn
capressed support o

dias  campagn  against
cross-horder terTorsm and
condemined the Paludigem
wrror attack

In hs remarks 2t o
event ongansed by the ClI
(Comederanon of Indem
sty ), the Belgian bead
v dncribed the curremd
Pobad sinamon as “nrbe
lent™ and called for free
tracke amdd end 4o undbsterasd
Mrponition of e il

e 1wo Ewvermmenss
shgned 2 Lesver of Intent of
Defence Cooperamon, aa
Mol! betwesn Nelgom Se
curey and Defesce adus
ey ad Society of Indus
Defence  Mamnulacoarers.
and an Moll between the
Comtral Burvan of lirvests
Sabon ad Bebgnum Feder
d Mobor o0 conperation n
combating  transationad
organised orime. ovber
cremw and rvlated muatters

“Our security does ot
Shop i onar Doediers. Thae b
whry we nevsd o wirk suee
Closedy wirth sromg paron

ers sach e — mibtany
v, technologically and In
dusstrially”  sald Belsun
Edere
Framcken
On this occasion, Inda
anounced thee a Defence
Attache will be appoeied
o the Indies Embessy
Bresseds. The vl included
defence parcserships bet
ween Bedgaon ad Indem
defence mupors. “Today,
ndia and Europe v
speaking the hnguage of
rade wih renewed Cormvik
ton, o brgege of peace
of progress and of peosper
iy," ssdd M. De Weves
The 1wo sudes an
nounced  the  essabiish
ment of 2 Dt trade me
chansm that will deal with
trade wd irrvestesent and
anounced that bibeerad
trade will be doublesd
the senz fvw years. They al
s0 announced the osia
blslenern of Consadar D
loge betwesn New Delly
and Brussaes

Minstsr Thwo
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Iran attacks U.S. bases in West Asia
despite Trump’s threats of strikes

Tehran's military claims it hit Kuwait’s Ahmed ak-Jaber Air Base; Kuwait says its forces intercepted a missile ;

Trone strike

coming from Iran, and condemned the attack as a ‘threat” to the country’s security and a grave breach of#fiternational law’

TEHRAN

ran attacked U.S. mili-
l tary bases in Kuwait

on Thursday, despite
President Donald Trump
threatening further strikes
in a renewed flare-up six
months into the war.

Mr. Trump said his mili-
tary was prepared to attack
Iran “any time we want” af-
ter extensive US. bom-
bardment of sites across
the country left at least 19
Iranians dead between
Tuesday and Wednesday.

Tehran has once again
retaliated with  strikes
across West Asia this week,
saving it targeted U.S. bas-
es and forces in the United

Rubble lies around damaged houses following a reported attack
near 3 wedding gathering in ran on Wednesday. REUTERS

Arab Emirates, Kuwait,
Bahrain, Jordan and Iraq's
Kurdistan region.

Iran's pummelling of
LS. military targets across
the region came after a U.S,

attack that hit a wedding in
the country's south,
prompting fury from Teh-
ran. The Iranian Red Cres-
cemt sald shrapnel from
the missile attack in the

coastal town of Kuhestak
killed four persons, includ-
ing a child, and wounded
more than 50,

[ran’s  Revolutionary
Guards chief Ahmad Vahi-
di vowed on Thursday to
avenge the four killed.
“The pure blood of these
oppressed martyrs... will
not go unanswered and
will definitely be avenged”.

LLS. Central Command
(CENTCOM) spokesperson
Tim Hawkins said “the U.S.
military never targets civi-
lians, unlike the IRGC™, re-
ferring to Iran's Revolu-
tionary Guards,

Kuwait's army on Thurs-
day said it was intercepting
a missile and drone attack
from Iran, with the Iranian

v sving it hit “the Ah-
ad Al-Jaber Air Base in
ait with missiles and
drones”™,

[ran's army also said it
struck Al Minhad Air Base
in the United Arab Emi-
rates, but the Gulf country
reported no such artack.

Kuwait called the ar-
tacks “a direct threat to its
security and stability, and
a grave breach of the rules
of international law".

Meanwhile, Israeli
Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu on Thursday
voiced confidence that
Iran’s Islamic republic
could soon fall, saying it
was weaker than ever as
the United States resumed
attacks.




Reuters
GENEVA

The El Nino weather phe-
nomenon is set to intensify
further into 2027 and
could be the strongest ev-
er, raising risks of extreme
weather into next year, the
World Meteorological Or-
ganisation said on Thurs-
day.

The UN weather agency
said its forecasts showed a
near 100% likelihood that
El Nino would persist
through February 2027,
fuelled by exceptionally
warm Pacific Ocean tem-
peratures. This is the first
time it has expressed such
a degree of certainty, the
WMO said.

“If this trajectory conti-
nues, it may be stronger
than anything since our
monitoring began. So liter-
ally off the charts,” WMO

€. SAULD

i Te Ty— r

World Meteorological Organisation Secretary-General Celeste Saulo,

left, attend a press conference in Geneva on Thursday. AFp

Secretary-General Celeste
Saulo told a Geneva press
conference.

El Nino is a periodic
warming of sea surface
temperatures in the east-
ern Pacific caused by wea-
kening trade winds. It oc-
curs every two to seven
years and tends to last up
to 12 months, causing in-
tense rains and droughts

across Latin America.

A very strong El Nino
can significantly shift rain-
fall and temperature pat-
terns worldwide, and fuel
extreme weather, such as
droughts and typhoons.

The WMO said it was
stepping up preparedness
and early warning efforts
in preparation to allow
states to take early action.
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feekand bas regained stra-
tegic geopaolitical mpor-
ance as tenslons rise in the
Arctic, bust with no miltary
It still relies on Washingson
for its security ~ despie
the unprediceability of LS.
Presidens Dosald Trump.

By rejecting a resump-
ton of its suspended Euro-
pean Unices membership
talks in a referendum last
weekend, keelanders voted
in fvour of maintaining
the status quo.

This imvolves combining
European economic mte-
gration - it already has ac
oess 10 the single market
throaggh the European Eco-
noenic Area - with Atlantl
cism in defence matters,

lceland has never had a
mlinary sinoe gaining inde-

pendence in 1944, retead,
It has depended on NATO,
of which o is a founding
member, as well as a 1951
bdateral defence  agree
ment with the LS,

Mr. Trump's repeated
threats 10 take over contrd
of Greenland, a Dasssh au-
tomamous territory located
fewer than 300 Kikcenetres
from loeland, and his trade
showdown with Canada
have ractled lceland, alth-
ough 1t remains steadfast
i marintaining its dose Bes
b0 the US. "Of course, the
palitical rhetaric is con
cermamz. But it's important
also 10 try 10 strengthen
the relationship,” loeland's
Chief of Dedence Jonas Al-
lansson wld AFP

After the end of the Cold
War, the US. dosed its Ke
Mavik buse in 2006, abaoan

JO kilometres as the crow
fes from Reykanik, It gra
dually returned from the
mid-2010s ooward, amid
renewed tensions with
Moscow following the an-
nexacion of Cramea.

The U.S. Navy regularhy
deploys marmime patrol
alrcraft over keeland, while
NATO members police its
skies and the Alance
ramge up il any
EXeTOISES.

The North Atlinoe s
kand is 2 key outpost in the
so-called GIUK gap, the
strategic corridor between
Greenkand, loeland and the
Unied Kimgdosn theough
which Russia's Northern
Fleet  submarines  must
pass 1o reach the Arlanic
via the Norwegian Sea

“The situation tha we
have oday is quite com-

Security thex icelard has no mibtary of its cwm and redem on NATD
and a 1951 defence pact with the U S meuTERS

parable” 80 that during the
Cold War, Mr. Allinsson
sald. “In some ways there
5 more uncertainty in the
eguanon now because of
the policy of the Russian
regmme.”

All the moee 50 & China
also shows growmg imter-
est o the Arceic, whose re
Sources and sea rouses are

becoming more acoessible
= cimate change causes
the ke pack 10 melr.

‘Atlantic watchtower’

“Today, supposed Russian
anx] Chinese research ves-
sels are conducting joint
patrols lin the Arctic] but
we all know they're not up
here counting pullins,” NA.

10 Supresne Allied Com-
mander in Exarope, Alexus
Grynkewich, sakl during
the alliance’s Northern Vik-
Ing exercise In loefand n
late Auguet, Presenting it-
sell as a “wachiower™ i
the North Atkantic, loelaxd
amms o play the role of
“force mubtiplier™ in NATO,
investing in cvbersecurity
anx] infrastrocture 1o facil
tate allies” presence and
transit in the region.

Reykjavik plns w0 de
voie 1L5% of s gross dom-
estic product (GDP) o
these efforts by 2035, But
the plans have met with
SOIME OPPaSTIan.

A leading figure in ke
land's bomgstanding  anti-
military movement, Stefan
Palsson, wold AFP it was
“wery irresponsible” of lee-
laexl's governmment 10 apen

the country's doors so
widlely 1o the US andd NA
TO. “More milnary infras-
tructure in lceland makes
it moee likedy, rather than
less likely, that we will be
dragged Into conflict thas
basically has mothing so do
with us.” he said.

“It Is completely clear in
my mind that the LS mili-
tary presence in boeland
has never been abows the
interest of kelanders or
our defence but & has al
ways been about US, mili-
tary interests " he added.

He fears that in 4 worss
case scenario — which he
himself judged “very un-
likely™ — loedand could end
up servimg as a Jogistical
suppoet hasse I Wisshingron
were o resort o force w
sewe Greenland.

Mikass Blugeon-Mered, o

ticks to U.S. security umbrella despite Trump's Greenland threats

peopalitics researcher ot
the University of Quebex,
moted] that the mutual as-
sistance clause provided
for in EU treaties ultmare
ly carried too litthe weight
with lcelanders, compared
o the guaransevs offered
by a superpower like the
us

“Joinieg the European
Union today would not al-
low Toetand o sieaply swap
its American umbredla for a
European umbrella” he
told AFP,

"Paradoxically, Donald
Tramp's theeaes have rein
vigorated the European de-
bate in leedand but they
baave mot necessarily con-
vinced loelanders that the
European Undon would off
er them a better military
guarantee than the set-up
they already bave |
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The feminist organiser and her daily re

NEW DELHI

On her website, Gloria Sted
nem describes herself as a
“feminist organizer™, a
doer, as most women are,
Until the end, she hosted
Talking Circles, at her New
York home, where people
gathered do the rough-
and-tumble work of acti-
vism, but also the gentler
work of community build
ing. This “movement
building” is what Steinem
will alwavs be remem-
bered for.

The practice of gather-
ing in a group, where eve-
rvone is heard, was in-
spired from India, where
Steinem spent two years,
after she graduated at 22,
from Smith College, Massa-
chusetts in 1956. She came
o India every few years,
and was closely assoclated
with Ruchira Gupta, who
founded Apne Aap Women
Worldwide, a non-profit
working to end sex traffick:
ing. Steinem chaired Apne
Aap’s advisory board, and

GLORIA

for Ms. Gupta, she was “a
third parent.”

Ms. Gupta says their re-
lationship went back to the
1990s. “She had heard
about my work through
mutual friends and wanted
to see it, [ took her in an au-
torickshaw into the slums
of Delhi, where | was orga-
nising some women. It be-
gan 1o rain, and | hoped
the women would show
up,” she says. There, in
fromt of a wwmbledown
building, Steinem spoke to
the women about the abor:
tion she had had in her

ANEM (1934-2026)

vouth. “She spoke in En-
glish; I translated, but the
women connected with
her story. They began to
speak about their expe
riences with abortion.”

Books and essays
With Steinem, she co-edit-
ed As if Women Matter: The
Essential Gloria Steinem
Reader, essays by Steinem,
on feminist thought.
Besides this, Steinem
wrote nine books, includ-
ing The Truth Will Set You
Free, But First it Will Piss
You Off!, Outrageous Acts

and Everyday Rebellion®,
and her memoir that is shat-
ed for release internation-
ally in September, called
An Unexpected Life. She
was also the founder-edi-
tor of Ms. magazine.

Independent journalist
and author, Ammu joseph,
who lives and works out of
Bengaluru,  remembers
spending about a week as a
journalism student in the
Ms. ofhce in 1976, four
years after Ms. began, sell-
ing three lakh copies of its
first issue,

“She  debunked the
whole notion of feminists
being humourless  and
dowdy, and maybe be-
cause of her women are
proud to call themselves
feminists.”

Ms. magazine's first is-
sue had an illustration of a
blue Kali, with eight arms,
each holding an iron, hand
mirror, phone, steering
wheel, typewriter, fryving
pan, duster, and clock. It
talked about issues of dom-
estic violence, sexual ha
rassment, and the repeal-

I0NS

mg of  laws
criminalised abortion,

Steinem, a product of
the second-wave feminist
movement, reframed abor-
tion as “reproductive free-
dom”. “She had the audac-
ity 1o look at women's
iIssues and at how the
world is shaped by men,
for men, and how women
are subsidiary players in
the held,” says Sujata Sri
ram, a professor at School
of Human Ecology, Tata In-
stitute of Social Sciences,
Mumbal. Ms, Sriram notes
that Steinem's influence in
the Indian feminist move-
ment is not widespread,
but that a great deal of in-
ternational research
sprung from her ideas.

Ms. Gupta remembers a
time just before the icon
passed. “We were lying in
bed, and she spoke about a
woman in the Himalayas
who had lived until 105
She joked she would too,
especially 1o see Trump
out of ofhce.” This time,
Ms. Gupta jokes: “I'd like to
take that up with her now.”

that
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