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| A BIT of a reset, with a wider

llnsbeenwideiynpoﬂuhhllndhh

ammalpmslmmlndamt
several forelgn Investors sued India for BIT
breaches. The two key outcomes of this app

were the unilateral terminmation of BITs and g

adoption of & mew model BIT a5 the by

A model that is out of balance
In the last decade or so, India has ix
uuﬂmhodyahanmdlmhazdmbmls
model, This reveals the many limitations of the
2015 mochel, whikch many scholars, including this
writer, have repeatedly poineed out. If Investment
treaties alm to halance the two

pectives of investment protection (one end of
the spectrum) and the state's right to

(the other end), the Indian model BIT tiles heavily
towards the kamer, This creates dosibis among

countries that export capital 1o India sbout the
legal protection afforded 1o their mvestments.

These doubts are exacerbated by high regulasory
risks, not-so-well-developed governance models,
and an agonisingdy tardy judicial system. As these
concerns have grown Jouder, Indis bas rightly

decided to revisit the moded, apparemtly with the

objective of puling the pendulum back towards
the centre.

Any process of review of BITs has two core
components. The first is on what substantive and
procedural changes need 1o be made 10 the kaw;
and the second is about what processes peed 1o
be followed to ensure the robustness of the

owtcome. The first aspect has attracted
cansiderable attertion, with experts painting out

Revising India's
bilateral
investment
treaty (BIT)
requires
consultation and
stronger
democratic
accountabilicy

the necessary begal reforms, such s making
easier for foregn investors o use international
arbitration for treaty claims, enhancing the
substantive prosections for foreggn Evestmens,
and having mare investment facilitation
measures. However, the second Esue has not
been deliberated much.

Concerns about democratic defhclt
Since mternackonal economic treatles, Including
those on foreign investment, have a conspicuous
impact on citizens, it beings into play the
all-aflecred prindple in democracy. In other
words, whether thaose affected by, say, an
investment treaty shoukd have a nght to
participate I decsson-making. If those afected
are not able to participate effectively in
decision-making, say, through their elected
representatives or other civil society
organisations, It ralses concerns about
‘democran defich’ In the treay making process.
Oviginating in debates In Europe, ‘democrati
deficit’ refers to the insufficient oversight of
technocrats and bureaucracies, or the executive
in general, inchuding the political executive, who
megotiate and evolve treaty frameworks bebind
closed doors, The lack of oversight may take
many forms, such as a lack of or
parliamentary of the treaty-making
process, and an absence of an external
consultative process with other stakehokders,
including subject-matter experts and civil society
OFgAnIsanons.
To overcome the charge of ‘democratic deficie’,
many countries, such as the United Kingdom and
mmmmmdh
treaty before ratification on the floor
of the Parliament, enabling it 1o express its views,
Specifically, in the context of model BITs, Norway
hedd two rounds of public consultations - n
2008 and 2015 - an an updated draft. Likewise,
Colombia released its model BIT for public

comsultation. India, too, in March 2005, circulared
its draft 2005 model BIT for public comiment. This
provided an opportunity for the Law Commission
af India (LCI) to assemble a team of experts to
sty the draft model BIT. The LCL, in its 260ch
report, made recommendations on how 1o
improve the draft model BIT. India finally
adopted the revised version In December 2015,
though not all of the LC1's recommended changes
were reflected In i

Have a consultative process
Presumabily, the government must have already
undertaken widespread intermal consulations,
Le., mira- deliberations on the
maodel BIT. As regards exsernal consultation, the
following may be considered. First, form a core
team of experts, external to the government, who
have demonstrated proficiency in mtermational
investment law o foreign Investment, and engage
with them. This would ideally inchude
intermacional lawyers and economists drawn from
universities, research institutions and think taghe-
Thas core team could act as the sounding board
for the government. Second, invite industry
bodies, arbierators, law fems, and other chil
SOckety onganisations to offer thelr views on the
mods BIT.

will be 1o prepare a draft and place & in the public
domain, inviting comments from the public s
large, as done in March 2005, In the fourth step,
ar simukancously, the draft moded BIT should be
placed on the floor of Parlament for discussion,
The relevant department-refated parfaimentary
committees can also be roped in for the same.
Most notably, this consultative process should not
be carried out merely as & box-ticking exercise,
but as & meaningful activity that uphokds the
spirit of participatory democracy, which would

necessarily include engagement with dissenting
VIEWS.




* BIT 2015 (Model Bilateral Investment Treaty 2015) H{d H{K
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& © S[8 HHe GeAhL el of 91 T ol

3l I8 | UG A 9 T 70+ BIT Fferet & fag 37T 2015 7 71
Model BIT 2015 &, arfek fageft sufai it gamt ot @ amg
STT ||

ﬂl BIT 2015 &t &7 farvreard
s EE] ATl T FEAATA e et e

FHAWTL Fle T8l o1 Hahd| 378 (Gd1E & THTEH & ¢
UEd 9 U Y 5 AT aeh YA ATl H ol AT
Gl

&R 3N Aot amex: S, SAfed % i, e
[, 3R fard wrgdfi S| el i BIT & 2R | qi
e =T T@T |

Most Favoured Nation (MFN) FATH 2147 T4T:
faesft srafaat feret diat 2w <t ©fer =1 291 2 extra
et =1 aTa el T dehe |




TaH T 1 H T agera /Ay foee mo E2
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* 'High-Income' 29T & 70 3rerT saaza: faFfya 317‘(%&3{ 9
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YRA-UAE BIT, ST &1t € 8 yoret gann 8)1 <
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HEd Qe (Mains) %@ qOAq

* . "HRA T Model BIT 2015 T3 % HI4
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‘UN

Convention on the Law of the Sea is still the constitution of oceans’

‘We have 172 countries which are parties 1o UNCLOS; this is near universal: even though the US. is not a party, it regards UNCLOS as the authoritative law of the sea! savs the Magsaysay award winner; he

adds that Iran, which has blockaded thestrs

M. Kalyanaraman

mong the Ramon
Magsaysay award
winners this year
was T Koh. Born in
l‘&%ated as a la-
wyer and a lggal scholar,
Mr. Kohghaired a pivotal
negotiating committee of
the Third United Nations

Conference on the Law of
the Sea. In 1982, as presi-

OFMUZ, IS NOC T TR

dent of the entire confe-  You took over the

Tenc Koh Jed more  presidency of UNCLOS

t 11 in 1980, inheriting

the nearly a decade of

Law of the negotiation. What were

A news because of many dis-  compromises you had

putes that have arisen in-  to broker in the final

cluding Strait of Hormuz. years before the 1982
signing?

What do you think the

award, especially the The biggest challenge was

recognitionof your role  the Reagan Administra-  during the )i Carter

in UNCLOS, signifies? von’s radical demands on  era. He obje o UN-
seabed mining which were  CLOS Part XI' atment

Itis an endorsement of my  rejected by the developing  of the deep se as the

work to build a world go- countries. [U.S. President  “common heritgs man-

verned by law and not by
force.

Ronald Reagan changed

kind” that he ﬂ
the stance of the U.S. takas

igainst free-ent

going
¥ise and

private-property norms. | Do vou think the
Malacca-Singapore
e U.S. never ratified straits are a model for
he Convention despite resolving the Strait of
he 1994 Part X1 fix. Hormuz crisis? Or do
lany other nations you think status quo
; as Iran haven't before the war is the
cither. Is there acase for  best solution for the
UNCLOS IV soall world, if not for Iran?
nations are onboard?
The priority is to end the
We have 172 countries  war. Before the war there
which are parties to UN-  was no trouble in the Strait
CLOS. This is near univer-  of Hormuz,
sal. Even though the Unit-
ed States is not a party, it Do the
regards UNCLOS as the Malacca-Singapore
authoritative law of the  straits provide transit
sea. rights to warships and

UNCLOS

submarines? Iran seems
to be very keen on not
allowing that.

Iran is not a party to UN-
CLOS. However, the re-
gime of transit passage has
become part of customary
international law and is
binding on Iran.

Given current EEZ
(exclusive economic
zone) and seabed
disputes — South China
Sea, Indian Ocean
boundary questions —
do you think UNCLOS's
core architecture is

* conventions, but the regime of transit passage has become part of customary international law and is binding on Tehran

holding up?

It is still the “constitution”
of the world's ocean.

Countries dub some
ships as dark fleet and
take punitive, material
action against them
including in the high
seas. Do you agree with
that?

This is a big problem for
the International Maritime
Organization (IMO).

It is at the IMO that we
should try to tackle this
problem.




*( UNCLOS hlnited Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea)-SFreRgish g7 &l Ush UHT &S & I
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UNCLOS & d&d 5 9T A0l & (Maritime Zones)
* @l (Baseline) ¥ gt o TR T @HZ =l 5 fewdi | srier v 2:

S &
1. 3Tiafes e

(Internal Waters)

2, eyt 9

(Territorial Sea)

3. Wl o

(Contiguous Zone)

4. 3T ATk &7
(EEZ)

S. 3=d 91T (High
Seas)

daeagh
a2 {@r & 3t (Afeai, @rfe,
ELUIES!

Baseline & 12 H’gﬁf-ﬁﬁ
(Nautical Miles)

Baseline ¥ 24 Fﬂ's'ﬂﬁ'ﬁ deh

Baseline & 200 F’gﬂ et da

200 T Hied & AT

29T o 37T Ue o

391 %1 qUT Y | faasft stersti =l wawr & ferg
tafa el

Tt g g 4 e et et Fadf s
(Innocent Passage) &l TR BT 2 (%'-IT WW%

SUEECERIEISl]

29T Rt ET Il (Customs), & (Taxation), TS
(Immigration) 3fIT G907 {423 ST TN T I SAferhm
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/. Frere, vee it sl Amfae st 1 i)
3T 391 &1 ¥ e 31 it foraT Tk 2
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UNCLOS & @&d FITUd 3 THE HAAQTE T HEATU

o foamet % fuen it s e ¥ for 3 T weuTd 548 E:

* ITLOS (International Tribunal for the Law of the Sea): STHT & grartt &
feya sfqardia s, a‘rm&"tﬁaﬁ aﬁrmﬁﬁ 2l

International Seabed /

CERSH §!§I5H1gh8eas : N ﬁﬁ%@ﬁﬁﬁ'ﬂﬁﬁﬁ%

* CLCS (Commission on the Limits of the Continental Shelf): I8 T3 H{dl g
for foreft 291 =51 v aae (Continental Shelf) 200 H‘ﬂ)‘sﬁ et & 37 sIgdT 8

DI
: . \/
WA 31T ZTET0T o1 @R (South China Sea) & HEW W Hged
* WA HTFE: YA gHIT UNCLOS T JTei AT 21 3818007 & o, 2014 § 5
ITLOS ¥ WRd-aicires @Hz a1 faare | sivemast & var § Seen fear, qf wrd
= 38 gay wfiter
o afior =it TR farare: =fiT UNCLOS 1 g&atereral 29 & aTasig 39T 'Nine-
Dash Line' & ST 90% gf&ror == AR W 37947 2147 3rehar 21 2016 H STe T
EIEAT =TT (PCA) F =4 o g1a1 sl @S L e, a7 =i 9 39 Hadl &
A ¥ 3R T e




TR g (Prelims Practice Question)

* UL HIH U AHA B TR (UNCLOS) & Haw # fFferfaa wmermt
Wﬁl’aﬂiﬁﬁl‘q:

L. SI'I%E'IEEFT(TerritorialSea)ﬁﬂﬁ'ﬂﬂ@ﬁ‘{\ﬂfwm@?ﬁ%éﬁﬁm

T Q91T % STETSAl ahl ﬁﬁqﬂﬂf(lnnocent Passage)ﬂﬂﬁwm%l

2ﬁmmﬁ$$(EEz)ﬁmwﬁ9@%¢m%aﬁwﬁﬂhm

1o B1aT 8, TR 97 377 2911 & S8l shl SHATATSITRT ol T8 Hehge

3. mrfg"m Hﬂiﬁﬁm(lmemational Seabed Authority e

- —

UNCLOS o d&d i 718 oft, ST 3= @RI (High Seas) H @ Tid < &1d1 3
ﬁziﬁam?ﬁ%l% T

Iudh HYAT A RA-ATH TE 2/

A. wHad | 3R2

B. hddl 2 313

C. ad 133

D. 1,233



g@qﬁm (Mains Practice Question)

* WU "HIh U GHA FI GHAT (UNCLOS) 7 HETATRI % a4 318 H Tk Hicl %1
geel TTfYd T 8, ﬁ@ﬂ?fm? si-ua#?ﬁmama’faﬁz gféror =7 9P (South China
Sea) 514 faael 7 3G T9Ta3iicral W 94fag &7 faU 81" 39 e & 3ATeies §

UNCLOS = Y9@ YHTHI 31 i shifs1q q91 sid1sQ foh wid = At aqst a4t
9Tl H T ST S fohaT 22

(25079753, 15 37)



Out of neglect bin

The perimenopausal policy will case
access to care for women in midlife

omen’s health care can be accused of
being focused entirely on the repro-
ductive age group. Menopause, for in-
stance, is a natural transition phase, but even
when its symptoms are severe and debilitating,
women seldom have access to bealth care, and
are forced to ‘just endure’. Given the huge care
gap that exists here, it is appreciable that Tamil
Nadu and Kamataka have taken the step to move
ahead with the announcement of a perimeno-
pause/menopause policy. Both the States made
the announcement within a short while of each
other, in August. The primary benelit, besides re-
trieving women’s mid-life care from the neglect
bin it has been languishing in so far, is that the
physical and mental-health needs of women in
this stage of life will become part of routine go-
vernment health care, making access to care ¢a-
sler. Tamil Nadu Health Minister K.G. Arunraj
made the announcement of a
care policy in the Assembly on 17. He said
the aim was to facilitate
physical and - perimenco-
pausal wormen s , counselling and
treatment services through PHCs and higher
centres. On August 4, Karnataka Health and Fa-
mily Welfare Minister UT. Khader, introduced
‘Ruthu Thare” as the country's first dedicated wo-
men's health policy with a strong focus on peri-
menopause and menopause, at a meeting in Ben-
galury. Menopause is the permanent end of
menstrual periods and reproductive ability, con-
firmed after 12 consecutive months without a cy-
cle. It happens when the ovaries naturally slow
down and produce lower levels of the hormones
oestrogen and progesterone. The transition time,
leading up to menopause, is the perimenopausal
period which can bring irregular periods and bo-
dily changes over several years. Common symp-
toms Include hot flashes, sleep trouble, extreme
mood changes, joint pain, debility and fatigue,
and for many women these can be disruptive.
Both States are planning outreach screening
and counselling at the community level, wo-
men's-health clinics, district-devel well'women
screening, and community outreach, besides re-
ferrals to district hospitals and government med-
ical colleges. No doubt, this Is a progressive mea-
sure which will also give legitimacy to the
complaints of menopausal women, but the prool
of any pudding is in the eating. How effective
these policies are will be measured only during
implementation. Among the critical points today
is that the symptoms of menopause are not treat-
ed with adeguate seriousness even by the medi
cal community; so, adequate awareness genera-
tion among medical professionals and the
beneficiaries and thedr families as well is a must.
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o IS 3 FAIEEMNA % UH JUoft Usg 2 e ardsiie @y Hifa
i ITa (Perimenopause) @enopause)aﬁﬁﬁﬂ
TR L3 FRALE | THUTE ¥ € HieeTisil | S8t w@reey Hifaai g

I i g4 (Maternal Health)ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ,ﬁfaﬂﬁqﬁﬁﬁ

40 99 § 3ATereh 39 shi AfgaTsti & ey i Hfiferra g fier 21

o M1 TSl ot Hifadt SR gge 1 fawga faewor.

W@Ruthutaare)ﬁ

FAIeH TR A /AAN' (Ruthutaare) T4 ¥ U GHIG Afge w@mees
ife 37 1 2 Wﬁwﬂ&&ﬁuﬁm%&awmﬁ
* -G HAAUT (Door-to-Door Survev) ASHA (3T9TT) Fliehd| H-5

L& SITTEH m T UTTHIT: HiEeATSAT ! 91997 (Nutrition), Fia, T9T JeeH,
wmmaﬂtuﬂmwﬁa:cﬁamﬁ I 3T AT & S|

< qrftariies HAEeRI0T (Family Sensitisation): 3197 & I @

JEfE, aeeral (S8 e fidmw, v, g wiE) i 'weE F fog

Y Tet |

o T 3T 22T 19: TST 90N 39 a1d 9T of 9114 (Research) 0 @1 & f
WA Afeetredi § 909 ¥ U8t (Early/Premature) HATGTST &1 & T&T & 311
W@ﬁ@ﬁ%ﬁﬁ(ﬂystercctomy)ﬂmwwm IS & &



2. ?‘Iﬁl’ﬂ?@: Uf-AIaTSer SRR gTferdt (Peri-Menopausal Care Policy)

AHATS TR A T faemayr 4 ai-Aeraister s aiferdt 6
SATTersRTICE =9I ShT 81 S6eRT ey 3evd UR-HAITSIe =or | Aigensdi &
IR R AT e Getfl Setdi i 9= T 2l

PHC TR W favre sreftfes o forfam: srafiress s &3t (PHC) 31k
yrett wrufies e Fgt (UPHC) ¥ 9491E & Us fafaa foa fosiy farfer
{rifeT foe s

e 27 A= (Screening & Testing): 37 fTfawi ¥ Afgereai & areqon
1 HediehA, FHATET ST (S8 HTAIRIEw/Egel i 8- i S, §ed
T SN B sIeeTal | S[gl Sii=) i S|

QIHYT F IUER (Counselling & Treatment): qfeeAraTi i ISl
Hard, 3t STaHt ST TR STET aTe S W 3 S geater Sredre an
Hfgahet Ficisl STTIATA] H ATST o AU THL faham straam)

T THeR TATELT T TEF AT S9THT: HAUTS & aH 8H JTd 3799718
(Depression), Gﬁ'@t%;aéaﬂrmmaﬁaﬁwa?ﬁmmﬁw \/
T 3@ = & o= 38 Fafua aesifes w@meen yomedt 1 feear
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ISRO launches advanced .

imaging satellite EOS-05 |GRo Ranuri [ Hisn
/ ~ 7 \ - \
Indhias first dedicated imaging satellite will provide real-time imagery from about .’l(i.ﬂ()()km/ ! 5'2 3‘ m "‘ h’T ’3\ \: .S
above earth; ISRO breathes easy after successiul mission in the wake of back-to-back Eailures : - . ' ~ - '
' a4 B AT SLV &

YoulTube Homework

-

Hemanth CS.
BENGALLRI

he Indsan Space Re-
search  Organisa-
tion (ISRO) on Fri-

day successfully launched
s advanced earth obser-
vation sawellite BOS-05
aboard the Geosynchro-
nous Satellite Launch Vehi-
cle (GSLV-FI7).

The GSLY, on its 19th
flight, placed the 2.367-kg
EOS-05 into the imtended
sub-geosynchronous
transfer orbit (Sub-GTO)
about 18 minutes after Lift
mg off from the second
Bunch pad of the Saish
Dhawan Space Centre in
Sriharikota at 2585 a.m.

The EOSOS is India's
first imaging satellite de
signed 0 monitor earth
from geosynchronous or-
bit, about 36000 km
above earth.

*I1 am very happy to an
nounce that the GSLV-FI7
vehicle has successfully
and precisely injected the
advanced earth observa-
tion satellite EOS-OS mto
the Intended and required
arbit,” 1SRO Chalrman V.
Narayanan said.

He said this was the
107th launch from the spa-
ceport in Sriharikota and
the ich massion of the
GSLYV.

“The first Buanch of the
GSLY- DI was done with a
payload of 1,536 kg From
thae, we have gradually im

L0S5-05 ks Mdio's
first dedicated
moging soledite

ploced in the
QoS yChronoes arbil,
about

36,000 km

abowe the ¢avth

® E56 05 replaces the EOS 03
fw lond 1 the unsucceashul
GSLY-FL10 mission n Augua 2021

!

Wonder awaits: A child
waiches the EOS-O% bunch
through binocoulars, P71

At 2367 kg,
FOS05 1 the hepviest saoelite
lsunched by the G5V

Key purposes Wear real time

magery w1l T |I' "
e iig montionng, and

\ “- L e Tl
“ » Strategc datta o= the peo

‘ phrform wil seppon

bl

Lifewpan: | ~» 1
Ofer O~ | ¢
and 5 equipped W oand

OPeTIINE capatebties '

o Thisis the

i 5 I
mtidion aid the

“‘]' aurnch

rom Sehartects

» Jstage, 517 metre GSLY, with
it Shund age bng crpopnic, Raa
2 - ofF s of 0.5 tonnes

proved the performance of
this vehicle by opeimising
the structural mass and im-
proving the propulsion sys-
tems. Today, we have in-
jecied the heaviest
satelbite, a 2,367 kg sarel
lite, using this Bunch vehi-
cle.” he added.

Dr. Naravanan said that
Once operationalised,
EOS-05 would become In

dia’s first dedicared Imag-
ing saredine operating from
the geosynchronous orbit,
providing important stra-
tegic data for the country.

‘Operating perfectly’

“From the sateflite data,
we confirm that all the
valves are operating per-
fectly, the solar panel is de-
ployed, and the health of

the satellite is perfectly all
right. In the coming days,
we will raise the orbit and
take it to the required orbit
and place the satellite in
the geo platform for na
nonal activines,” Dv. Na
ravanan said.

The EOS-05, dubbed an
“eye in the sky”, will pro-
vide real-time magery,
helping sectors such as
agriculture, environment
and disaster management

A huge reliel

he successiul  lLaunch
comes as a huge relief for
ISRO, which has not car

ried out a Bunch since the
falbure of the PSLV-CG2
missdon carrying the EOS-
NI earth observation satel

lite om Janmary 12, 2006,

The space agency, fol-
lowing the back-to-back lal-
lures of the PSINV-OG2 in k-
nuary 2026 and the
PSLV-CB1 on May B8, 2005,
had taken a cautious ap-
proach and reframed from
carrying  out  further
launches.

Though seven missions,
inchuding the GSLV-FI7/
BEOS-05 mission, had been
scheduled 1o take place in
the first quarter ol 2026,
ISRO did not Launch any sa-
tellizes during the period

The successful launch of
the 2367kg EOSO5 abo
paits behind the falbure 1S-
RO had encountered in Au-
gust 2021 with the GSLV-
FIOEOSAO0 mission.




GSLV-F17 / EOS-05 far =t faawor:

e [SRO ¥ 4 f&rdar® 2026 #1 gdter ga= 3afier &z (Hfefewen @
GSLV-F17 {i#2 % ST EQS-05 3908 &l GheTdidsh ol
faram 7@ T 2021 % EOS-03 (GISAT- 1)@(%%31%'/31
HIel-3T (GISAT-1A) fiwe 21

GSLV-F17 / EOS-05 favr &t wee ferraard

T feraon
y 4 TadeR 2026 (a8 2:55 a1
At fater (3
IST) —
o GSLV-F17 (48 GSLV #1 195~
3gM o)
2,367 BFIT (GSLV Zra & amp/
IUTE T IAT
T 376 a5 1 Gad i Uelis)
e Sub-Geosynchronous Transfer

Orbit (Sub-GTO)
HAra=entet (Lifespan) 799+ 99

WWWW(LEO)Wﬁ%%Gﬁﬁ@HW
T UF E F FHEUTEAA 8o EOS-05 T4 36,000 Teret St
FaTs W YT W 24x7 WA I ATHUTH & & i i
AT (Real-time tracking) L HahdT &l

WS I-TUEEe U BIU-TUarg et Uelts: 36 fafsiere], 37h1e it
ERT-TIFLA S el 3~Id FHL o & il a1gelt 1 Ta § o

AT 3 22T e | He &

3!1%55'@ 313’!1'@“ (Applications)

HTAST I (Disaster Management): =shdld (Cyclones),
T e, STl ht 31T 371 a1 STl dsft & Seei aTell se13 i

qia 3w i

Ecl_".ﬁr U UITauT: B! &l Had, STl el (Waterbodies) 3T
SITEAT eht e s STeaM|

TR AT (Strategic Surveillance): WTd &t €A1 3R
adra &=t it e @rga A (Real-time Monitoring) 4 gera|
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Two rescued from Nepal
tunnel after nine days

Agence France Presse
KATHMANDU

Two hydropower workers
were pulled out alive from
a tunned buried under de-
bris i Nepal on Friday,
nine days after deadly
floods swept away villages
m the Himakyan nation.
Rescuers cheered as one
man was pulled through a
muddy opening, & video
redeased bw the Energy Mi-
nistry showed. He was
helped 10 his feet by res-
cuers, and later carried on
the backs of the emergen:
¢y workers, as they rushed
him towards a helicopter.
A photograph showed the
second man caked in mud,
his hands pressed together
IN Praver, as rescuers Car
ried him on a stretcher,
"As o &8 there is
breath, there is hope!®
Energy Minister Biraj Bhak-
ta Shrestha said in a state
ment. “Rescue operations
are contimuing in all the al-
fected tunnels. Let eve-
ryone’s efforts and prayers
comtinue. We have not lost

hope.”

‘A miracle’

Rescuers called it a “mira-
cle” after the Auguss 26 gla-
clal and mountain collapse
on the China Nepal border
Killed at Jeast 1,325 people
and left more than 5,500
missing.

Rescued worker Sanjay
Sah, 30, speaking to the
Nepali media shortly alter
his rescue, sald he had sur-
vived by praying during
the days in the dark. “What
day is today? | was chant

Armiry personned Carrying 3 worker wha was trapped inside Trishuli
3A tunnel in Nepal's Rasuwa district, on Friday. e

ing maha mantra (Hindu
prayers) inside,” Mr. Sah
said, adding that he be-
lieved more workers may
be in the munnel, “There
were as many as 40 or 45
people... | wold them and
everyone to run out,” he
said of the moment the dis-
aster strack.

Both men were report-
«d 10 be In a stable condl-
tion in a Kathmandu hospi-
tal "He can alk, bhe is
okay,” said Hira Shobha
Maharjan, wife of Kabir
Maharjan, the other res
cued worker. The rescued
pair were among hundreds
of hydropower workers
who had been missing
since the wall of mud and
debris swept through the
region following a glacial
and rock collapse on a
mountain on the China-Ne-
pal barder.

Searches were continu-
ing at the Trishuli 3A wn-
nel where the two men
were rescued, as well as at
multiple other sites, as at
least 12 hydropower pro-
jects have been destroyved
by the floods. Extra sol-
diers were sent on Friday
to boost the search
operation.

The government mitlal-
ly said it believed more
than 100 workers could be
alive inside the tunnels.
Nepall rescuers, akled by
experts from India, China
and South Korea, had re-
peatediy hit walls of hard-
packed debris in  their
search for survivors, Until
Friday, none of the tunned
workers had been con-
firmed 1o be alive,

FLOODS INU.P
»PAGES
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Delhi Police add fresh
charges to FIR against
attacker after CJP stir

Lavpreet Kaur
NEW DELHI

The Delhi Police on Friday
altered the FIR in the al-
leged assault on studemt
activist Nishu Aazad's fath-
er, Sanjay Kumar, during a
protest at Jantar Mantar,
adding provisions for at-
tempt to murder, volunta-
rily causing grievous hurt
by dangerous weapons and
provisions of the Sche-
duled Castes and Sche-
duled Tribes (Prevention
of Atrocities) Act.

The move followed
hours of protest and talks
between Cockroach Janta
Party (CJP) representa
tives, including spokesper-
son Saurav Das, co-conve-
nor Ashutosh Ranka and
Ms. Aazad, and senior pol
ice ofhcers at the Parlia
ment Street police station
while their supporters
staged a sit-in outside the
police station. Their repre-
sentation sought stronger
charges and action against
Swatantra Bhardwaj after a
video featuring him sur-
faced online, in which he
purportedly spoke about
the assault and claimed he
“had not been jailed” due
to “political connections”.

The CJP representatives
said the police had assured

CJP leader Saurav Das at the
Parliament Street Police
SN, SHV KUNAR PUSHPAKAR

them of arresting the ac-
cused within 72 hours.
They also sought verifica-
tion of Mr. Bhardwaj's
claim that Delhi Minister
Kapil Mishra had “called
the police to ensure that he
was not arrested”

Mr. Das alleged that oth
€r persons accompanying
Mr. Bhardwa) during the
incident had not been
identified and claimed that
some had subsequently
posted videos threatening
Ms. Aazad. “People have
been sending me rape
threats, abusing me. | have
lodged a complaint against
such individuals too and
an FIR has been registered
against them as well... Al
ter this incident, | couldn't
go to school for 2-4 weeks."
she said.

YoulTube Homework
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HarperCollins India
will publish Sonia’s
memoir on Nov. 10

The Hindu Burcau

NEW DELHI

Ending the uncertainty ov-
er Congress leader Sonia
Gandhi's memoir Belong
ing: A Journey of Love, Har-
perCollins India on Friday
officially announced that it
will bring out the memoir
in India on November 10,
the same date as its inter-
national release.

The book’s domestic re-
lease had been uncertain
following an “impasse”
between the author’s re
presentatives and Penguin
Random House India. The
memoir was initially ex-
pected to be published by
Penguin India. However,
the publisher subsequent-
ly withdrew from the pro-
ject following differences
over the manuscript.

The development had
triggered a political contro-
versy, with senior Con-
gress leaders Ashok Gehlot
and Kamal Nath accusing
Penguin India of bowing
down to government pres-
sure. Mr. Gehlot alleged
that sections relating to
Prime Minister Narendra
Maodi, the RSS, and China’s
occupation of Indian terri-
tory during the Modi go-
vernment’s tenure had be-
come a  poimt  of

The cover image of Sonia
Gandhs's memoir

contention. The publisher,
however, denied any exter-
nal pressure,

With HarperCollins In-
dia now taking up the
book, Belonging will be pu-
blished in India alongside
its international release by
Alfred A. Knopf,

Described by Harper-
Collins as “one of the most
anticipated political me
moirs of our time", the
book is a personal account
of Ms. Gandhi’s life and off-
ers an insider’s view of In-
dia's political journey.

The memoir covers the
tragedies that shaped the
Gandhi family, including
the death of Sanjay Gandhi
in a plane crash, the assas-
sination of Indira Gandhi
in 1984, and the assassina-
tion of Rajiv Gandhi in
1991,

AT Tieft o6 FEETT (Memoir)

Belonging: A Journey of Love"

arTiershTieer =om i & foh a8 10 Yaat & yra
mﬁmmﬁmmmwﬁqmmmmm

UfeeTyR H§ FaeiTa: W%émﬁﬁﬁ Pengum Random House lndla Sh T T AT AT
mﬁlﬁ,q@ﬁ(Manuscript)aﬁ FLECHT F d1E YRa 39 Uleiae § Ule g2 T 9T
TR faaTe: dfiee & 9 ged W o< usHifde faae @er & mar an T & aftg Jqrs
(SH AT Tl HIT HHe 1Y) F TR e o7 &6 Gt $fean aeerm % e o 3o 1 2)
faraTe & weea wToT: S{IME e & SFTER, T TiE HId, SRUETH (RSS), A
HIET F FRF % SR WRATT & T =1 % oot & (2 3991 farane =7 forwar =71 10 9 2raifer,
Ufeerer o ot oft amedl gema 9 3R foham o)

JawrsEd feetar: 319 HarperCollins India 39 WRA | YahISTd 34T, STefeh $HHT WL
919 Alfred A. Knopf 1T forar siram

ferara < foraar araft: 3o dwgwor o aifaan nisft & safera staq, aia i gedifas e+
Sieet qEeSt IR et TR | ISt 3@ =SSl 1 Avia s a5 it i famr geer d
qid, 1984 | gfewr e 1 gear, 37 1991 ¥ st et i gem




NCPCR campaign —

rescues over 3,800
from child labour

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The National Commission
for Protection of Child
Rights (NCPCR) has res-
cued over 3,800 children
from child labour under a
sustained campaign
launched in June. Over 575
FIRs have also been regis-
tered in connection with
these incidents.

The NCPCR, a statutory
body under the Ministry of
Women and Child Deve-
lopment, launched a spe-
cial Alandndia Bescue anl
Lehabiligarion” campaign
on June 12, which conti-
nued until August 31, an of-
ficial statement said here
on Friday.

The Child Rights Com-
mission undertook coordi-
nated measures with the
concerned State Govern-
ments/Union Territory ad-
ministrations, district ma-
gistrates, labour
departments, police auth-
orities and other stakehol-
ders to intensify the identi-

fication, rescue and
rehabilitation of children
engaged in child labour
and those vulnerable to
trafhicking and
exploitation.

Following this, it issued
communications to the
concerned authorities re-
questing intensified and
targeted rescue operations
at child labour and traffick-
ing hotspots.

States and UTs were also
requested to furnish regu-
lar data on rescue opera-
tions, children rescued,
FIRs registered, rehabilita-
tion, restoration, educa-
tional mainstreaming,
compensation and other
follow-up measures.

To monitor implemen-
tation and address held-le-
vel issues, the NCPCR held
meetings with the district
administrations. The meet-
ings focused on reviewing
rescue operations, ad-
dressing operational bot-
tlenecks and strengthening
coordination among the
concerned departments.




WA H sTeT €T (Child Protection) = 1T Ush Hsfeld 3R sig&aiid
et &1 718 7, fo waeiHe (Constitutional), ailTﬁESfﬂiﬁ'fﬁ
(Legal), 311 GI=ATeqh (Structural) T F dad U S
ehdl &

. HEYTHS I (Constitutional Provisions)
VIR |faeT s=di o ATeshrl S Geedm shi grfHe Tt <o 2:
utferes tferanm (Part 111):
AToBT 15(3): TST il F=di R Afeeraii & Fweamr & forg e
FTA S ATt S 1 SATIHR 3T 2
ATTTE 21A: 6 T 14 T & =i o fore qua 37 sAfamd fve =
ATTFR (86aT Wiaem™ Gme=, 2002)!
313@3 23: HHd @& (Human Trafficking) WWWQ’(
o & U e 2
ATTDE 24: 14 T © FH 3N % =i ! HR@MI, @HI T 373
ey W T ¥ e & W O

g o Hifa ey ae (DPSP - Part IV):
\_s—3TT=02 39(e): =1 3h1 HIFcT 37 I THHANT 7 &1 HK
A1fdh wsfelt § 378 I 3W o fciahet 1 T AT
R
\_* TS 39(f): Sl I AT SR THAT F AT |
e faehd o 3799 fou ST e sTreor & & i
ST
_—STTTDT 45: 6 T4 ¥ FH IH F Fodi bl JEIATA!
@I (Early Childhood Care) 371 f3rem 1 52|
*  HifeTeh hasd (Part IV-A):
ST To0E S1A(K): HIAT-fUdT A1 SARITE 1 98 FHdod
e fF 6T 14 99 & 3199 ==l i {3187 & 36
Y& i




r A mj’rmm (Legal Provisions)
STeT T o foTu v o 8 foeiy srferfram oifia fepo o 2.
POCSO Act, 2012 (SAfTTer 79Tt & ol oht @0 rfearfaam): 18 ay § &0 39 & <=1 &l

A Iefied, sTet TIHTITET 3R A1 gHell | LT 21 81 $9H aTe-379%e (Child-friendly) 3rTerd!
yfshaTetl SR difed &l ue=m Mo W& 1 &g 2|

Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Act, 2015: J& i1 =h1-d =l Joa9
&1 =Tt F=4r (Children in Conflict with Law) 3 I & I ITTEIIIHAT I T
(Children in Need of Care and Protection) HEIED gqafq 3R = i E9ET 99 LT 2
Right to Education (RTE) Act, 2009: 313)%3 21A &l FﬂTLEF{'& gu &l o= W
yrfie Tt &t ST TR WeH T 2

Child Labour (Prohibition and Regulation) Amendment Act, 2016: 14 INHFAITF
STeal o Tl T o SATaETTa (Hars 9L quf Sfcee mmar & 37 14-18 a9 o foher
(Adolescents) ! AT I H FTH FH Ukl 2l

Prohibition of Child Marriage Act, 2006: s ICEIRED U 22419 39U YT T 2 37
3 Tkl o ST 9T & LT &l

BNS (ST =19 Higar, 2023): d1eT AU, HHT TEH, AR AR 6 RaeT® AUl
foru 2 g 1 Trau =t 2)




qgcaqul T2l

3. GTAATHSh 194U (Structural / Institutional Provisions)

AT o TuTelt foraraaa o7t et o forg s g

NCPCR 3R SCPCR (H3&07 37TA1T): CPCR Act, 2005 o dad ULHa
(NCPCR) 371 TS (SCPCR) & 9T alTeT 37TeahT ST&0T ST shl €491 1
T2 2. ST IR % JoaiHd i oI d 2l
CWC (Child Welfare cOmmittW :
ST, S AT I el oh! GL&T SR qFate i fHof ot 21

JJB (Juvenile Justice Board): 7 %I Ieci= A dTet A= = HTHA
&1 gaTs % fore e v w nfaa fawre o, forad var wfsiege i amfoss
FHehdl 8l 2|

SJPU (Special Juvenile Police Unit): Teish fSieT 371 qferd ©9M & T
ATA-HAThel FG.N % [T ATH qfera st/

oo areaeT (Mission Vatsdlya): qfge v are o garers & Bl (C]
AT, TSreehT 387 Heahelred s=di o [eT Uah Wteld L&l @i 3T HeanTd
AT YeH FT 2

Child Helpline (1098 / 112): H&he H % a=dl ahl ATITdHIcIH TSI & (AT

24x7 TA-5hT eaeATST Hal
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SC pus

Krishnadas Rajagopal

NEW DELHI

$ 5.18 crore cases lie
pending in district
courts across the

country, the Supreme
Court has sent a distress
call to States o enhance
the retirement age ol expe-
rienced judicial officers
from 60 to 62 years.

The court sald the “cry-
ing need of the hour”™ s o
stop the attrition of the ex-
perienced judicial talent
lest access to justice re-
main a mere chimera due
to unfilled posts,

Only seven States have
so far responded positively
to the SOS from the Su
preme Court. Chhatuis-
garh, Karnataka, Madhya
Pradesh, Maharashtra, Sik-
kim, Tamil Nadu and West
Bengal have agreed to en-
hance the retirement age
of their judicial officers,

A threejudge Bench
headed by Chief Justice of
India Surya Kant, in a Sep-
tember | order published
on Friday, directed these
State  governments o
amend the service rules
within two months. The
State High Court con
cerned would enhance the
age of superannuation to
62 vears of judicial officers,

hes for raising retireme
district judiciary as back 0g tops

Top court savs it is ‘crving need of the hour” smpdunlm
remain a mere chimera; only 7 States have responde Y

QQ Mast of the recruitment ¢
undertaken in the vartous States
resubied in optimum recruitment or in the hilling

up ol the sanctioned cadre strength, and a yawning
gap between the sanctioned and working

strength persists across the board

SUPREME COURT

subject to their suitability

assessment, on their at

tainment of 60 years of

ane,

The other States and
Union Territories have va-
ried between a direct nega-
tive response o  plain
fence-sitting.

The court has directed
them to take a decision on
enhancement of retire-
ment age of their judicial
officers to 62 years in two
weeks, These States i
cude Andhra Pradesh,
Arunachal Pradesh, As
sam, Bihar, Goa, Gujarat,
Harvana, Himachal Pra
desh, Jharkhand, Keralam,
Manipur, Meghalaya, Mizo-
ram, Nagaland, Odisha,
Punjab, Rajasthan, Telan-
gana, Tripura, Uttarak-

hand, Uttar Pradesh, NCT

of Delhl, Jammu and Kash-

mir, and Puducherry.

Their hesitation, the
court  discovered, was
fuelled by a sense of inse
curity over the Anancial
burden the move would
entall. Plus, these States
apprehend that emplovees
in other State services
would also demand parity.

The Bench said the ap-
prehensions of these States
were  entirely  miscon-
ceived, Judicial officers do
a specialised service,

Benefit to society

“The alleged financial bur-
den that would be thrown
on the State excheguer on
account of the enhance-
ment of the superannua-
tion age as a result of the
payvment of the maximum
salary in the pay scale o
the officers for a further

account uf the htgher out-
lay on their retiral ht-nr

- advantage
that th( administration of
justice and the soclety at
large would derive from
the enhancement in the
age of retirement,” the
Bench quoted a 1992 judi
clal precedent.

Besides, the court said
simple math showed that a
State, by retaining the re-
tirement age of 60 years,
would double-spend post-
retiral dues of superan
nuated judicial officers as
well as pay the salaries of
the newly-appointed ones.

On the contrary, if expe-
rienced members of the
judicial cadre were permit-
ted to continue in service
till the age of 62, the addi-
tional burden of bearing
suwch postretiral  dues
would stand correspond-
ingly postponed.

Besides, the recruit-
ment of independent and
competent judicial officers
was an arduous task

“Most of the recrult-
ment drives undertaken in
the various States have not
resulted in optimum re
cruitment or in the flling
up of the sanctioned cadre

a4 vawning
the sanc
and working
stréngth persists across the
board,” the court pointed
out.

The Bench pointed out
that most State High
Courts have consented to
the enhancement of the re
tirement age as they were
face-to-face with the “crisis
in dispensation of justice”,

Some High Courts, in-
cluding Madras, the court
recorded has “wisely” in
troduced relevant riders so
that the deadwood did not
take advantage of the pro-
posal to enhance superan-
nuation age. These High
Courts have recommended

a thorough assessment of

judicial work as a condi
tion precedent to ensure
that only competent offic-
ers of proven integrity
were permitted o conti-
nue in the cadre.

“This suggestion is most
welcome as it would ba-

lance the preservation of

experienced judicial offic-
ers, while removing the
clog of deadwood, block
ing the entrance of young
blood invigorating the sys-
tem,” the Supreme Court
observed.

The court listed the case
again on October 1.

HITAA T o HATAR ATHAT chl USHT
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National Judicial Data Grid (NJDG) EECE STIEF@
o TR WA =TT
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RBI absorbs via VRRS
6.02 lakh crore

Press Trust of India
MUMBAI

The Reserve Bank of India
(RBI) on Friday absorbed
over ¥6.02 lakh crore from
the banking system
through two variable rate
reverse repo (VRRR) auc-
tions as surplus liquidity
remained at grecord high.

The RBI accepted bids
of 541,975 crore in a
three-day VRRR auction
against a notified amount
of 37 lakh crore.

In another three-day
VRRR auction, against a
notified amount of .5
lakh crore, banks parked
160,419 crore with the RBL.

The central bank has
stepped up liquidity ab-
sorption operations as the
banking system has been
flooded with funds follow-
ing large inflows through
the special FCNR(B) depo-
sit scheme.

INDIA
RRI =Y

Surplus banking liquidity is put
at about at 110.32 lakh crore.

Currently, liquidity in
the banking system is esti-
mated to be in surplus of
around ¥10.32 lakh crore as
on September 3, according
to the RBI’s data.

The RBI's special forex
measures mobilised
$136.38 billion by August
31, including $127.23 billion
through FCNR (B) deposits,
$5.26 billion through
OFCBs and $3.89 billion via
ECBs, as per RBI data.
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‘More than 120 killed as Yemen’s

government force
Fighting that erupted unm at msl'l 29 pu )pl

Houthis,

one civilian; the Houthis aim to cut off govt.-hel

Agence France-Presse
SANAA

major offensive by
A Yemen's Houthis to
seize control of the

gateway to the Red Sea has
left more than 120 people
dead, sources said on Fri-
day, the country’s dea-
dliest clashes in years.
Fighting erupted on
Thursday, after the Iran-
backed Houthis launched a

Red
ntrance.

Sea's

more h.m a decade of civil
conflict, in July became the

lategt country to be drawn
intg the West Asia war as
t Houthis upended a
2022 truce with the Saudi-
backed government.

Since then, the Houthis
have imposed a maritime

wed fighting: Flames and smoke rise from the port of Mokha

JUNOE an ed rhier strike 1in Yemen. Af

inclu
okha a

blockade of Saudi Arabia
and repeatedly attacked its
ships in the Red Sea — a vi-
tal alternative route for oil
exports after Iran all but
halted Gulf shipments by
blockading the Strait of

Hormuz. The rebels are
now trying to tighten their
hold over the Red Sea, one
of the world’s busiest ship-
ping lanes, which they
have disrupted with at-
tacks on passing vessels
since the Gaza war broke
out in 2023,

The Houthi offensive
aims to cut off the govern-
ment-held port city of Mok-
ha, under fire for weeks,
and advance towards areas
bordering the Bab el-Man-
deb, military sources said.

The rebels have seized
elevated sites overlooking
government positions near
the Red Sea and the city of
Taiz further inland, a mili-
tary source and a Taiz offi-
cial said, requesting ano-
nymity. The Houthis could

ast 62 Houthi highters,
4s bordering Bab el-Mai

target ships from these ele-
vated positions, they said.

The toll rose to 129 on
Friday, according to a tally
compiled from several
sources, up from an earlier
count of 81,

A Yemeni military ofh-
cial speaking on condition
of anonymity said that 66
of his men had been killed,
while medical and military
sources close to the Houth-
is said at least 62 militants
had died.

Another medical source
sald a civilian had also
been killed.

Although the Houthis
do not control areas bor-
dering Bab el-Mandeb,
they hold the key port city
of Hodeida north of
Mokha.




‘India working to
draw out ideas to

end Ukraine war’

Press Trust of India
WARSAW

India has been in continu-
ous touch with both the
Ukrainian and Russian

sides and is trying to see if

there are ideas and sugges-
tions which can be deve-
loped in some way that will
contribute to the mitiga-
tion or the cessation of the
conflict, External Affairs
Minister S. Jaishankar said
on Friday.

Jaishankar, who arrived
in Warsaw from Kyiv where
he held talks with top Uk-
rainian leadership on
Thursday, made the re-
marks after he met Po-
land's Deputy Prime Minis-
ter and Foreign Minister
Radoslaw Sikorski.

Addressing a joint press
meet alongside Sikorski,
Jaishankar said that he dis-
cussed the complex global
challenges, including sup-
ply chain resilience and
food, fuel and fertiliser se-
curity, with his Polish
counterpart.

S. Jaishankar with Poland’s
Deputy Prime Minister
Radosiaw Sikorski in Warsaw.

Replying to a question,
he said India has been in
continuous touch with
both the Ukrainian and
Russian sides.

A day earlier, Jaishankar
had said in Ukraine that In-
dia is ready to extend "any
help in any manner" to
end the Ukraine-Russia
war. He had met President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy and
his Ukrainian counterpart
Andrii Sybiha in Kyiv on
Thursday.

After talks with Jaishan-
kar, Zelenskyy had said
that he was “grateful to In-
dia for its commitment to
ending this unjust war.”
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Belgian Prime Minister pitches |

Minister Goval says the two countrieSToe

The Hindu Burcau

MUMBAI

elgian Prime Minis-
Bter Bart De Wever
on Friday pitched

the Port of Antwerp-Brug
es as a gateway lor Indian
exports to Europe. He is in
Mumbai for a high-level
dialogue on the India-EU
Free Trade Agreement.

“The FTA would streng-
then trade, create oppor-
tunities for businesses,
young talent and Invest-
ment, and make the Indian
and European economies
more resilient to global dis-
ruptions. The
Antwerp-Bruges will be a
key logistics link between
India and Europe creating
opportunities  in dia-
monds, pharmaceuticals,
food processing, maritime
services, green hydrogen
and infrastructure,” Mr, De
Wever said.

“The agreement s ex-
pected to eliminae or re-
duce tariffs on more than
95% of Indian and Euro-
pean goods exports,” he
added.

Bilateral trade between
both countries stood at ap-
proximately $13.08 billion
in 2025-26

Port of

-

Belgian port can be key to

Indian exports:
o vy o s v

De Wever —

collaboranon in ab-grown diamond sector

/

Al ears: Eelgian Prime Minister Bart De Wever In conversation wath

Union Minister Pryush Goyal, in Mumba, on Friday. P11

“More and more voices
today are calling for bar-
riers 1o go up, for markets
to be shut off, and for ta-
riffs to be imposed. Some
do this entirely arbitrarily.
In doing so, they inflict se
rious economic damage on
thelr trading partners,
making them dependent
and turning them into vas-
sals,” said Mr, De Wever,

‘Invest in India’

Union Minister of Com-
merce and Industry Pivush
Goval invited Belgian com
panies to invest in India,
saving Belgium's technolo-
gy, innovation and capital
could be combined with
India’s scale, talent and

young workforce. Mr.
Goyal described Maharash-
tra as an anractive destina-
ton for nvestment and
highlighted its position as
India’s hinancial, commer-
cial and industrial hub,

Meanwhile, Maharash-
tra Chiel Minister Deven-
dra Fadnavis said he wants
Belgium to be central to
the State’s growth toward a
$i-trillion economy. “Our
ambition is clear: 10 build
Maharashtra into a $i-tril-
lion economy by 2030, and
we want Belgium to be a
part of that journey,” Mr.
Fadnavis said.

Mr. Goyal said the trade
agreement, which had
been under discussion for

around 25 years, would
create  opportunities for
farmers, fishermen,
MSMEs, startups, women
entrepreneurs, manufac-
turers and service provid-

ers across India and
Europe.

“The India-EU FTA
brings together around

two billion people, repre-
senting about a quarter of
global GDP, a third of
world trade and a market
of around $24 trillion,” Mr.
Goyal sakd.

He said all 27 EU coun-
tries were supportive of
completing the remaining
formalities.

On India-Belglum coop-
eration in the diamond
sector, Mr. Goval said the
two countries could dee
pen collaboration in design
and co-creation in gems
and jewellery, including
lab-grown diamonds,
while also working towards
greater  cooperation in
technology and certifica-
tion centred around Antw-
erp, Mumbai and Surat.

India-Belgium gems and
jewellery trade stood at
around $3.5 billion in 2025-
26, according to Gem & Je-
wellery Export Promotion
Council.
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Nepal wants climate compensation,
putting major emitters on the hook

Following the catastrophic glactal collapse and fkash Bood on August 26, Nepal is demanding dimate compensation from the world's biggest eminers
by shifting the framework from charity to lability, the small Himakyan country has tumed a devastating tragedy into a global test of dimate justice

NEWS ANALYSES

Shikha Kumari A,

¢ are pay
“w ingthe ult
mate price

lor & ghobal crisis we did
not create,” Nepals Fo
reign Minister Shisir Kha-
mal declired on September
I, after a catastrophic gha-
clal collapse that killed ov
er 1,200 people. But in the
altermath of this “Hima-
lavan sunami™, Nepal is
doing something tha is
quite unprecedented. In-
stead of just issuing the
usual appeals for humani-
tartan ald, Kathmandu has
launched a diplomatic af
fensive, They are demand-
ing direct chmae comper-
sation from the world's
three biggest emitters: the
United States, Chima, and
India. By shifting forelgn
palicy from seeking charl
v 10 enforcing legal Babili-
Ly, Nepal has turned & de-
vastating tragedy imo a
global test of climate jus-
tice, which forces the inter-
natkonal  communky 10
confroet the harsh Bmits of
adaptation,

The third pole paradox
The immediate challenge

before these major enut
ters is reconciling the ghar-
ing climare njustice that
Nepal actually represents.
Nepal only contributes a
negligible O.1% of global
greenhouse gas emissions,
and generates almast all of

its electricity from renewa-
e hydropower sources,
And yet, s geography
places it at the absolute
ground zero of global
warming. The Hindu Kush
Himalayas, often referred
to as the *Third Pole”, are
warming M pearly twice
the global average, melting
the ghciers at 10 times
their historical norms.

This accelerated mek is
MOt OCCUTing In a vacuam,
however. It is driven by glo
bl “teleconmections”,
meaning that warming in
the North Burasian Arcric
disrupts planetary wives
and the stratospheric polar
vortex, which directly des
tabilises the South Aslan
monsoon. The August 26
disaster, which was wrig-
gered by & massive glacial
collapse on the Nepal-Chi-
ma border, demonstrated
how extreme events in the
cryasphere can  cascade
down into densely popu
lated vallews. The major
powers basically mistook
Nepals orisis lor a bocal-
ised weather event that
could be managed with
temporary reliel, Ban the
Himalavan ecosystem |s
sustained by a delicare di-
matic balance that is mow
Failing under the weight of
Northern Hemisphere
poliution,

Nepal's strategy for eco-
nomic soverelgney rested
heavily an harmessing Its
43,000 MW of commeer-
cially viable Indropower (o
become a regional energy
exporter. It had oaly re

Mired in mad: Pocple scout for usable matenals amed Solnis afer
the faxsh food at Trishu b Conter in Nepal's Nuwakot diswicy. ov

porter stat August
Boods, crippled
a i Wk of the

COUMTs installed capact
ty, wiping out older, sur
Bce-devel plants ke De
vighat while completely
burying  under-constr-
thon projects in maxd. Over
might, a mation that was
bBanking on enengy exports
1o narrow ies trade defich
with India was forced 1
Fuale s exports and inssead
import power 10 survive
the winder,

Rebuilding is goang to re
quire climate-resabent, un-
dergroand  engineering,
driving up future project
costs by 1% 10 12%. The 1o
tal damages are estimated
between $4 billion and §7
ballion, whach amoumts to
roughly a tenth of Nepal's
entire GDP,

o les pursait of climace
Justice, Nepal has explicicly
mamed the United States,
China, and India as the
primary architects of its
misery. The case agaimnst

the US. s anchored in bis-
torical liabilicy, because
America accounts for over
20% of cumulative global
emissions since 1850,

Chira, which &5 the cur
remt top annual emitter,
faces a different sort of in-
dictment: geographik prox-
mmity and upstream negh-
gence. During a bilsteral
meeting  in Kathmandu
back In May 2026, Nepall
officals pleaded for real
time data-sharing on gla
cial lakes and avalanches
from the TWetan region
Beijing provided oaly hea-
vy rain forecasts in res-
ponse. When the glacial
ke burst on August 26,
the Lck of transboundary
early-warning syslems
proved o be Fatal,

Inda, meanwhile, pre-
sents an “eguity paradox”.
For decades now, New Del-
bl has shiedded mselfl in gho
bal forums by ceing s low
per-capita  emissions and
demanding “common but
differentiated responsibe
ties” from the West. Nepal

5 now taking that exact
bogic and applving it re
gonally: as Souh Asla's
economic  and  emuitting
want, India owes a diffe-
rentiated respansihility 1o
s smaller, wvulnerable
neghbours. Yet, Inda's ge-
apolitical manoeuvring,
such & refusing o buy
power from Nepali pro-
pects built by Chinese conr
tractors, has only compli-
cated Nepals recovery
efforts, expanding the fric
tion borizontally  across
the regdon

Climate finance trap

Comsider the global climate
finance architecture of the
st century. At COPZ7 In
2022, vulnerable nations
successiully fougdh o esta
blish the Fund for Res-
ponding to Loss and Damr
age (FRLD), which was
then operationalised a
vear laer a2 COP28, But In
practice, the mechanism s
severely handicapped by
show-moving bureaucracy.
For & country in ruins,
waiting months for a stan-
dard UN review & a haxury
1 cannaot attord 1o take,

By bypassing the nor
mal channels and Launch-
ng an unprecedented, out-
af-cycle demand on Sep-
tember |, just six days after
the disaster happened, Ne-
pad has forced the board 1o
decide o It can react o &
real-time emergency, or ¥
# is merely another paper-
pushing exercise,

As a master of fact, the
entire global fund current-

Iy haolds a mere $700 mi
Bon in pledges. More tr
cally, wnder the fund'
pilot phase rules, indivi
dual gramts are capped o
between $5 milion and
$20 million, which means
a $20 million payous for a
$7 billion catsstrophe kays
bare the inability of the
current system to provide
meaningful compensation
o amvone. Furthermore,
with the fund belng tempo
rarily hosted by the Workd
Bank, debt-saddled deve-
oping natons fear tha
“compensaion” mighe uki-
mately moeph into crip-
pling kaans Later down the
line.

Trapped in this fimancial
Lbyrinth, the major pow:
ers have resorted 1o a Bamni-
liar plavbook. Rather than
acknowledging any begal
liability, Chima and India
have Booded Nepal with
tradicional disaster relief
like helicopters, rescue
teams, and medicines

But Nepal's diplomatic
gamiit has abready alered
the landscape. Even of
Kathmandu does not im-
mediarely extract & mulel
billion-dollar chegue from
the major emitters, s re-
solute stance has exposed
the profound inadeguacies
of global cimate diploma-
cy. Nepal has shifted the
framework fram charity wo
Hability, sewing a disrup-
tive precedent for the en
tire Global South that the
world's beavy emitters will
find increasingly difficult

10 just ignore.
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