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The political cost of UCT schemes

ince 2020,
sw

directly observe incomes for

most workers in the informal

programmes. Political costs

sector, they rely on proxy arise not only from actual
indicators such as land errors but also from
become an important ownership, electricity perceived ones. Individuals
electoral strategy in India, consumpeion, or household who fail to satisfy official
particularly to attract women | K. R.Shanmugam | assets. This inevitably eligibility criteria may
voters. Some examples of Foemer Director produces both inclusion nevertheless believe that
such schemes include the Madras School of errors (benefits reaching they have been treated
Kalaignar Magalir Unimai Economics and ineligible households) and unfairly, Likewise,
Thittam in Tamil Nadu, the Economic Consultant | exclusion errors (eligible households that legally
Lakhsmir Bhandar in West to GoTN households being beft out). qualify may be perceived as
Bengal, and Gruha Lakshmid These targeting errors, undeserving because they
Yojana in Kamataka. Yet, whether real or percelved, appear relatively affluent.
despite increasing the can impose signibicamt Such perceived targeting
amount of cash belore the political costs. errors can be as sally
2026 edections, some The Kalaignar Magalir consequential as actual
governments which Urimai Thittam scheme administrative mistakes,
mmplemented these schemes ilbustrates this challenge. This reveals an inherent
were defeated. One possible Although the ruling party at tension between economics
explanation for the loss the thme promised 1,000 and politics. Economics
could be the political cost per month to all favours targeted
associated with UCTs. Indan Revenue women-headed households programmes so that scarce
UCT schemes are Services Officer before the 2021 election, public resources reach
well-imtentioned as they fiscal constraints bed the those most in need. Politics,
provide financial support to government 1o restrict however, rewards broader
women. They partially eligibility based on income, inchusion because voters
advance SDG (Sustainable land ownership, and other evaluate governments not
Development Goal) 5.4, criteria when the scheme only by the benefits they
which calls for a recognition was launched in September receive but also by those
of women’s unpaik] domestic 2023. Initially, about 113 they believe were unfairly
and care work. According to Crore women were covered. dended. Consequently,
the Ministry of Finance’s Following widespread targeted UCT programmes
Btest Economic Survey, complaints from women carry an unavoidable
States are expected o spend who bedieved they met the political cost.
about $18 billion on UCTs in eligiblity criteria, another Conditional cash
202526, much of it targeted 16.94 lakh beneficiaries were | transfers and other
towards women. added in December 2025, incentive-based welfare
Critics, however, argue The scheme cost 313,807 programmes offer a more
that these schemes function crore In 202526, sustainable alernative.
as electoral “freebles.” Thelr Despite the expansion, Linking benefits to soclally
financing often reguires dissatisfaction persisted. desirable outcomes
expenditure switching or Many women who produces broader
larger fiscal deficits, and considered themselves developmental gains. Tamil
reduces resources available unfairly excluded reportedly = Nadu's Midday Meal Scheme
for productive investments, became even more illustrates this principle.
including employment agarieved when eligible Since participation depends
generation and sell- benefickaries recetved an on school enrolment,
employment programmes, advance payment of three self-selection reduces
Moreover, once households months’ entithement along grievances.
become dependent on UCTS, with a special summer relsef The broader lesson |s that
withdrawing them is difficult = Linking benelits | payment. Although the welfare programmes thed 1o
as political parties encourage o socially precise electoral impact education or other desirable
competitive welfarism. desirable cannot be measured, even behaviours can achieve
PR— modest shifts in voter developmental objectives
Targeting challenges scac ) preferences can influence with lower political costs. In
A fundamental challenge in "“, o outcomes in closely contrast, UCTs remain
targeted UCT programmesis | Droader contested constituencies. inherently vulnerable to
beneficiary identification. developmental These experiences inclusion, exclusion, and
Since governments cannot ains highlight an important percelved targeting errors.
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* UCT (Unconditional Cash Transfer) Schemes IT1

FATAa e Tehe SEaiaur TIAATU o TLHRT FHATTHRT
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UCT Schemes & e FTae

ﬂ;ﬂfﬁﬁﬂm (Autonomy): AT 379t UTefHERaT (S
= ! 19, FATC, T BT ATHH & AT & feda |
I @ L TRl 2l s
feraitferat 3 WETER T 3i4: Direct Benefit Transfer

(DBT) 3 wifee Fam el 3 @ & e 8, et et
@eH Edl 2

ufder avrfvrantoy; Sifmerier AT afearstt 71 Ha
i &, foraw =2 o foftar fofat & seht sfie 3i
AT dgdl 2l

TATH AATTEUT S T TaT: o T o &1 H Tohe
JTAT &, a1 of T TR © 991 Eiied =, e oo
9T (Demand) 5@ 2l

mmﬁgd{ §9-15€ (In-kind) TH/ATHE
s(ie 3T T H Toha AR AT GTHR o (7T SAEH
I T BIT 2




UCT Schemes & Teh&T U gATTaat

AR FTET (Fiscal Burden): ST IS 9T 9T
1 @9 Bl &, ﬁiﬂﬁmﬂw (Capital
Expenditure - S Hgh, Thed, AT S-TT) gHTiad
gdr 2l

WW: JTATeehT 3T AT & fof form
fopeft s ERIECEETAtRE R R LR LG
(Labor Participation) o T 317 gahd! 2l

TR-3eqTash T T JHEH: T o1 I HIS T T
grdt foh T 61 IuaT 9t W o o g s A 3=
TG H GEIANT T T L&l 2|
Wﬂﬂation) &HT GaAT: TR H THF T3
YATE §G- § STavae FEqAl hl hidd a¢ gahd! ol

A Tereh (el HEhid (Freebie Culture): T

o foru 1t Tehg exaiawor i St Tsat i fodie
fearfa =t sTegTe = gedt 2|




UPSC Prelims Questions (H'ﬁ\lgﬁ'gg’ﬂ)

Q. 'JAufaatera Tehe g&aiawur (Unconditional Cash Transfer - UCT)
TrerAT3N & e # FAaferfas st w feem firfso:

L —UCT TSI | AT 2T Tohe T 916 i o6 fo1e ferelt off qef il
(SrE fRreqr 1 TR Wateht HIeh) 1 G0 FHAT Sfard 7 aran

2 —IcT& AT 30T (DBT) & ATEqH & UCT FISHTE I3 dArTd
(Administrative Costs) 3T foretferat = e&d&iT sl 9 A H Heg hid]

2l

Wﬁ'PM-KISAN' R HET YT 3l TS| ST AT UCT o 99
3aTET0T B

IUdh HUAT § | RHA-ATVH TE B/E?

A. wad | T2

B. a2 313

( D. 1,233 )

UPSC Mains Questions (g@uﬁw%ﬁsm)

Q. "PM-KISAN 31 fafsr= vreat <hr 33 weraar
TTAATE (Income Support Schemes) ATeehTieTeh
|TATTAE TLEAT AT TETH FAAT 8, Aiehd o TR

HAIMHA (Fiscal Discipline) 3 ﬁ?ﬁ"‘lﬂwﬁlﬁ
(Capital Assets) @ THaT0T o T@er gtﬁﬁzﬁm:{
AT §1" THTATaATeHeR THT&uT Shifag) (250 9162, 15

37)




Steady gaze
ISRO's EOS-05 satellite has uses in varied
areas from security to weather

he successful launch of the Indian Space

I Research Organisation’s (ISRO) EOS-05
satellite is India’s first earth-imaging satel-

lite bound for a geosynchronous orbit, meaning
that it is locked-in to the earth’s rotation and can

be tuned o continuously observe the same loca
tion. The rocket placed it in a transfer orbit tr
on Friday; onboard thrusters are expected to
raise it to its final perch at some 36,000 kilo-
metres above the earth's surface over the coming
weeks. From there it can track fast-changing
events such as floods, cyclones and forest fires,
and monitor crops, forests, water bodies and
land use. Unlike a conventional camera, its sen-
sors examine how the earth’s surface reflects dif-
ferent wavelengths of light, helping distinguish
vegetation, water and other land cover. Because
it is perched farther away than conventional low-
orbit imaging satellites, its strength is not ultra:
fine detail but the ability to return to the same
broad areas very frequently. India has long had
eyes in geostationary orbit, but they have been
weather satellites, namely the INSAT-3D series,
Its dedicated earth-imaging satellites have operat-
ed in low, polar or sun-synchronous orbits. Fly-
ing a few hundred kilometres up, they capture
much finer detail, but move constantly around
the planet, imaging a different strip of territory
on successive passes and taking days to retumn,
EOS-05's timing could hardly be better. Given
the devastation by the Bhote Koshi deluge in Ne-
pal, which has claimed 1,344 lives, such satellites
can play some role in understanding changes in
landforms and how they may act as precursors to
glacier-breaks and avalanches. Or, as winter ap-
proaches in north India, in establishing whether
stubble fires over Punjab have genuinely declined
or burning has simply shifted in time to slip past
the polar satellites. ISRO has described the
EOS-OS as a “strategic” satellite, a term that
stretches from security to weather. All of this Is
premised on the data reaching a wide enough set
of analysts who can turn the images into forecasts
and actionable insight. There is cheer, too, that
ISRO's first successful launch of 2026 - and
another vote of conhidence in the cryogenic stage
that failed the agency in 2021 - comes after set-
backs. But that does not soften the temperamen-
tal nature of launches. Two consecutive failures
of the PSLV, the agency's workhorse since the
1990s, in May last year and again this January,
both traced to the third stage, suggest that depen:
dability is not infallibility. The usefulness of its
payloads, and the cadence of its launches, should
be ISRO's calling card, rather than any single
launch as the hallmark of instirutional credibility.




GSLV-F17 / EOS-05 fav=

* ISRO 1 J€ T vra &t 3qqfer smenfid AT (Earth Observation)
m%m@wmww%lsmmzozéaﬁwc \"r
e Taa iafier g | wlt-a forar mm \-/j

1. 39TE: EOS-05 (Earth Observation Satellite-05) 7g
. Eos-o;: (GISAT-1A) %1 &4 3294 Y2l il I=a-TSegeH T
39cisy Lﬁ/\a
¢ T 2,367 fehetmm|
* AT (Orbit): ZHEHL 3ATfsiE (Sub-GTO), STEl | J2 geat

o1 EU 71T 3 TTeT T ST U B T A ST ST o &)
T AR 7S T 9T 2l

oEq U-ee (Payloads/Sensors):
*  MX-TD (Multi-spectral Visible & Near-Infrared): 3¥3HH
TSN 3R §hHE g § aEil o o foag)
* HySI-TD (Hyperspectral Imager): FEAl i Ted, fugt i1
THt, AR @S i i Tea™ & oy
* LWIR (Long Wave Infra-Red): §9% % @d& = dl994 (SST)
I A o GHT -9 T ATIHH 3 seelrel 31 7 % ferg)



2. Trehe: GSLV-F17

* & GSLV (Geosynchronous Sgtellite Layach Vghicle) CIEl ’
IEMERI

o FEITE: AT 51,7 Hiew

A -0 (3-Stage) %Tvﬂ's? —
TEEAT =T (Solid/Liquid): 318 8 Tl 9% 35 (S139) 31
a1y ¥ 4 fafaas ©29-37 qred (L40)
*  FAW (Liquid): foFm (Vikas) $5 g1 i
* A =T (Cryogenic): it s 3T = (CUS), =l
FHafter 7§ Wil IeIre =1 T2 Fe1 H 9 F o ATEvTF

3. 39 v &1 wem wEe

» fre-zrew wifaefan: & 19 Hifse (LEO) #2emsed & 90-100 e &
g T wreFht THTTT & 31T U SATE shl Tl S-S i Tl of Jrefil
fSranfisrg 3iifefe ¥ 8 & FRoT EOS-05 9 & 3uHeEd T it
TSR SATC T 2|

*  TENA ATIET AT ThaT: =shald (Cyclones), dTe, AT HRIAA ST
ferfert # 712 2t s fmei | arei el Wit Tred i s 71fd o 2

*  TTUS AT AT A I {1 3R fEg gemm & § wEt
nfafafert i =gt = arga 2 @y gt 2l




1. ey Srenfismmeg stfde o fae-area sate

UEe FAT AT? W 6 [H G 379 Sfesiay d2eA1sed (S
IRS, Cartosat, Risat) & 379 3iTfae (LEO) — I 92t ¥
ael 500-800 Tt FUT HHT A1 LEO #2ATEZH TR Faah
I €, afore 3 Wita o forelt uen fee i qefie fe o s 1
2 9 & & 9T 2l

I AT AT &2 EOS-05 i TrafifEishia afifae (~36,000
feret 7a) # Ta fora T 21 et deerse i witE guAt % gHd
=l Tite % s Bidl 2, fSed 78 wid o 39t U Se e

W'dﬂﬁqm/ﬁmﬂmﬁﬁa
TehdT 2l

2. 99 o 3HA W(Fastest Repeat Visit)

I8 WA I TEAT UHT (T 3907 @ ST UTehfdah SATaerst (S|
FehdTd 41 91¢) % 104 21 5 & 30 fime & wfqr g wredt
IUHETEIY I ATST I=d-LSA I d& (Near Real-Time

Coverage) o GahaT 2l '/

3. BTEUTEUSEA + AWl SHTST et fen-aiifde siftav
eyt Fetr € U 91y Multi-spectral, Hyperspectral 3R
Long-Wave Infrared (LWIR) 9-c11SH &I SEAHT i aTll I8

ISRO T 98T Y22 2




Q. FrsnitashaT 219 sifewayA @e¢ege (W9 EOS-05 / GISAT-1) &
ey o feferRaa st ux faem fifso:

1. I8 YA &1 9gal Y fTesayH dearrge & o &t 219 37ifee (LEO) *
et fSranifisrag difde (~36,000 foret) & wenfua famam mam 2)

2. THIrymd Fet § 2H o 10T 98 YRA T SUHETEY i T faa-asy
(Near Real-Time)&ﬁI et sufSiT o 4 gary 2|

3. HEO-SRTIEeE o Rishiad-372] 3ifesia v §2eTsed 1 fope
@ (ot g o ol wm € sl i ar gl e

- hI-TT/ T8 22
. FHad | AR 2
B. 2 3 UPSC Mains Question
C. Had 1 33
D. 1,233 aer: "fereTifishiae hear § o7 SiTestas™ SUET (EOS) &1 F&IqvT ST

shl HATIET Tsit I T GLaTT &3l H Ueh UreTeH 19 (Paradigm
Shift) T&qd FdT 21" EOS-05 (GISAT-1A) o favre dgsd & @<t
1T (250 9752, 15 3i<k)




Harnessi

he 18th BRICS Summit is about 10 be held
T in New Delhi on September 12413, 2006

Chima extends full support to India for its
BRICS presidency, stands ready 1o work with all
BRICS members and partners o jointly draw a
Blueprant for the high-quality development of a
greater BRICS, and leverage BRICS POWER to
empower the world. | wouild like to share my
persorsl views on the greater BRICS cooperation,
with the help of the frve letters of the ward Power

The first is P for Principle. The world is now
undergoing accederated transformation unseen In
A contary, and witnessing a trend towand
deepening multipolarzy, economic globalsation,
and the collective rise of the Global South. In the
meantime, begemonism and power politics are
Devoming increasingly ramguant, Lingering
geopolitical conflices trigger a sacoession of crises
and challenges.

As an impoctant force for world peace and
development, BRICS must resalutely upbold the
purposes and principles of the United Nations
Charter, and safeguard the basic nooms of
memanonal relations, including soversign
eqality, pon-interference in siernal 2irs and
peacehd settlement of disputes, and prevent the
workd from shdieg back into the w of the pmgle
where the strong prey on the weak.

Upholding international principles
Chinese President Xi Jinping put forwand the
vision of bullding a comemunity with a shared
funere Sor baemasity and lour gobal mitlacives,
mcluding the Global Secunity Intiacrve and the
Global Governance Iniclative, which provided
China's solutioes on addressing common buman
Challenges and building a betier world together,

The second is O for Openness, The work]
evanomy Is carrently facing a shuggtsh recovery,
coupled with the speead of protectionism,
Centam countries have undermned the
miematonal economic and trade order by
erecting tarifl barriers, seeking decoupling and
disrupting supply chaies

It shonild be recognised that economic
gobalsation s an Inevieable trend of hissory.
BRICS shoukd uphold the multlteral tradeg
system with the Workd Trade Organitzacion (WTO)

Xu Feshong

The Chinene
AvDass>30r o India
e

Ihe hive

commitments
for

streng bening
BRNICS
cooperation and
cmpowering the
Global South 1o
build 2 more
peacelul, open,
and prosperous
workl

- rms of prosechionismn
o haexds 00 dewpen cooperation in
enermg aadsntieral resources, mfrastrocture,
and indstriad and supply chales 1o maintain an
open global economic kindscape.

Chana stays committed 1o bullding an open
global economry, 50 s to share opportunities m
opetmess, and achieve common development

The third is W for Win-Win, BRICS shoukl
adhere to the Spirk of Openness, Inclusiveness
and Win-Win cooperation, We shoudd continue
puttng development at the cemtre of the BRICS
agendsy, accvlerme the implementation of the UN
Ssustainable Development Goals, strengthen
dialogue and buikd consensus an bunching the
formulation of the post-2000 global development
agenda, and ensure tha Global Sourh countries
participate in international cooperation as equals
and share the fruits of development.

Ecomomic and financial cooperation

We should pursus mutual bemefit and win-win
results to further corsolidiate ecomomic
cooperation. It & necessary 1o strengrhen greater
HRICS coordination on macroeconomic polices
and adopt moee trade and investment facilitation
measures. We shoukd push forward bocal
currency and cross-border payment cooperation
and impwove the financial safety net, 50 a8 W
enbance the abdiry to ward off external risks. In
the Lace of global enengy and lood securiny
challenges, we should build 2 more resibent and
sustairable agriculiure and food system.

Tt fourth is E for Engime. BRICS countries
account foe nearly ball of the world's pogulacon,
around 30% of ghobwl economic catput, and
cne-ffth of global trade. We are also home 10
major natural resources, ey masmlactiurers and
vast markess. According o International agences
such 2= the International Mosetary Fund, grester
HRACS growth will be nearly three times faster
than the G-7 by 2008, further highlightiog its role
as an engime of world sconomic growth,

Wi shaulkd leverage our respecthe advantages,
deepen practical cooperation in fields such as
business, hinance, science and sechnology,

/

forging moee cooperation in the digeal sconomy,
stmart manufacturing, and new industrialisstion,
We should actively promote the integration of
artifcial mneligence (AD with sectoes inchading
science and wechnology, health, agricultare and
education, thereby Indecting fresh mpetus inlo
world economic growth. China has established
the China-BRICS Al Development and
Cooperation Center and the China-BRICS New
Quality Productive Forces Research Center, and
weloomes active particgation of all parties

The &fth Is R for Responsibiley. BRICS
countries are the main force in safeguarding
fairness and justice and the backbone of
promcting usty and cooperation, 'We st
shoulder the responsibility of maintaining world
peace and development. Over this year and the
et Indiss and China will take on the BRICS
rotating presidency In succession. Masmtaming
sound coordmation between our two countres is
conducive to the steady and sustained progress of
gregter BRICS™ cooperation, am] will better
safeguard the common interests of developing
CORINIries,

China- India thes
Since the beginning of this year, under the
strategic guidance of the two leaders, President
XiJmping and Prime Mimister Narendra Mods,
China-India relations have maintained a
mcenenstum of impeovement and development
The two sides strengthened dialogues a all levels
and promoted exchanges nd cooperation in
various helds to acheeve positive results. Five
direct tight routes between the Chinese
matinland and India have been resumed. After a
shx-vear suspension, border trade has been
reapened

China kooks forward 10 working wich India 1o
transiate the important consensus reached by the
two leaders into concrete actions, being
poad-negthbourly frends and partners that help
each other, and pushing China-India relations to
move foeward in a sustained, healthy, and stable
msaneer. May the 18th BRICS Summs m New
Delhi be 2 gres success. We weloome you all wo
China next vear to continue empowering the
world with BRICS POWER.

YouTube Homework




Ha | 1897 BRICS 1@y awe= (India’s Presidency - 2026)

*  BRICS =l HEA&T AUHTCAT 3H (B-R-1-C-S) % TR UL BIdT 21 2024 H T (Fs(M) 3K 2025
1 SISt o o1e, a9 2026 ¥ 183 BRICS fyr@r e it Asrar=t W ot @1 8| (YRd 399
%@)JZ 2016 3?!12021 | AT 3 < )

V4 oLl:

* BRICS Sﬁzﬂ?ﬁ U@ INTAT % ALFTEATHAT (Emerging Economies) 3T U Hal-AThIT €1Ta
21 72 ufindt 391 3 =i aret sifieh-tsrifass @meAt (S G7, IMF, World Bank) 3 @HeheT
TS A3 (Global South) &t SATATST 94 o foru nifaa femam mam o

1. =faere 3t faerma &t aaarar:

*  2001: TeeHA Ha' o AYIET TAH AT (Jim O'Neill) LU @< U § BRIC (Brazil,
Russia, India, China) 1< &I 34hT AJHH or fohr T 91 @" FITTEIT T BT
gl

*  2006: =T 390 o forawr whET i siaw & qrer e=TiE dare 1% g3l

*  2009: €9 & JFHARART § 9get1 BRIC e gwie sfsa gam BRAS

*  2010: IfETT TSR IS §AT T 6T 419 BRICS & 711

* 2024 (BRICS+ faam): 1 sHadl 2024 =1 Ufceriae fawar gamm som fas (Egypt), st
(Ethiopia), TH (Iran), 371 €69 30 SHRIT (UAE) SATTUehTiER d 9 90 688 sH|



Hgcaqul a2d

2. BRICS T afyes arwar
*  FJAETAT: %ﬂﬁm@m'ﬂ%ﬁﬁﬁ@?ﬁél
o IrofeTaedT: AfuE g (GDP - PPP & 39X W) # gqeh! fgeterd @ 35-37%

2, S G7 3911 | 3ifers 2
& er e 0 e (AR UAE i ) 3 5 8 e a1 e 40% o s
a7 6T BRICS-+ 397 et & 81

—_——

3.g@mmm:

= TFEIHE Feh (NDB): 2014 ﬁm@@@@m| HETeY: gm%/
(Eﬁ?)l g IMF 3R dce o 1 f[aarey a9 faamasiier ﬁgﬁm&ﬁaﬁ (Infrastructure) =+
feTu o1 yaT T 2

hieaaie e sriwe (CW At fa=fta e = YT "o (Balance of Payments) &l
frafa & fuea & fore v Smuraerredi= |
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Resc i operalions erderndy et & Dol dhag Colligriad sear Satyd M btat it New Dl on Sefday. S0 e

5 people killed as building housing _~

college students collapses in Delhi

shrimansi Kanshik

NEW DELHI

Five persons were killed
and sx were injured when
A Sve-stonvy budlding hows-
ing college students ool
kapsed on Sunday in Satya
Niketan, & dense bub fix
paving guest (PG) accom-
modition near Delbi Une
versiny s South Campus.

Of the Il people pulled
out of the debris, four were
docland beougdy dead @
the Al India Instiouie of
Moedical Sclences. One was
in crekad condielom and
Aed later.

A frst information re-
port under Sections 105,
290 and 125 @) of the BNS
s been filed agomet the
bullding owner, Hartram
Pansal, and others

SO-year-obd bulbding

The baglding houses a PG
accommodation nammed
Hostel Dacoe. Local resi-
dents said the buikleg,
which compreaes 3 bose-

ment plus five more Soors,
15 at beast SO vears okd. At
beast J0 stodents were stay-
ing m the building. they
sakd

Repar work wirs under-
way in the basesment when
the cident oocurred, the
poliow said.

The South Campus pol
ke station received 2 con
trod roces call at L34 pms
reporting a bediding ool
Lipse at Sarva Niketan Nar
ket, The mva was cor-
doned off within an howr
and siudese  vokuneers
helped to clear cut the area
0 faclitate the emtry of
ecarthmovers

Teams from Dedbd Fire
Services, Delhl Police, the
Natiomal Diesester Reeponse
Force, and the District Dis
aster Management Author-
ity then reached the spot
with 10 fre tenders and
ambulbances

Of the resmaining six -
Jowd, theww were admitied
10 ANMS, Oee of thess un-
derwent  limb  surgery

An FIR has been
filed against
owner Harl

Ancther person who sus
Lained mincr injuries was
discharged. A 19-year-okl
mam was taken 10 Safdar-
Jung hospital s s stable

Repairs in basement
Daadjewt Singhy, a local resi-
demt heldping with the res
o, sald the bullding was
not welltnslt and had
been weakened by the re
par work, “The founda-
thon of the bulkding Is not
stromg. It ks an old bulkdng,
which had water entering
the basement, which bas
some work ongoing. The
adacent buikdomg has also
been affected with the im-
pact,” he said, “In my 48
years, | hinve seem the
building  adding  foors
shorady,” hee achdhad

“The buiding was with-

out any support with no
pillars and thin walls. The
fve-storey  building  first
collapsed under its w
and then fell forward onio
the rosd. We rushed 10 the
Spot 2 soon @ we beard 2
ud sound and people
started  scresming”  said
Rabul Gan, another Jocal
resident. He said thae the
grovesd Soor sso had a
general store, while there
were hibourers working on
e Tasernen

“Most of the PGs here
Pave e least ten sbadents
on each flooe” sadd Abhsh-
ek Mishra, a Delhl Universs
ty brw studens., "The area is
heavily populated by PGs
which do not follow salety
norms. Mot of the sty
dents are from other
Sttex. Despite paying 2
monthly rent of 20,000 to
S0,000, the PG maragers
o not reat stodents well ®
Mr Meshra added.
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No provision in Forest Rights Act to obtain
gram sabha consent for projects: Ministry

The Law explicitly states that the Ministry of Tribal AfEairs is responsible for its implementation; Centre's rules and regulations require that all
processes under the Torest Act be completed belore the concermed government authority can issue a certificate diverting the forests formally

Abhinay Lakshman
NEW DELHI

n deliberations with
l the Uniom Minsstry of

PFower over govern
ment projects delayed due
to the “critical boctleneck™
of "100% gram sabha con
semt under the Forest
Rights Act (FRA)Y™ for forest
Clearance, the Union M
mastry of Tribal Affairs has
sald thar the 2006 law has
“no provision for obtalning
consent of the gram sabha
for Sorest clearance”, ad
ding that “such matters”
related 1o gram sablsa con-
sent “do not Bl under the
purview of the Ministry of
Tribal Afairs”

In an ofhicial commmini-
cation 1o the National Hy
droclectric Power Corpo
ration (NHPC) Desk of the
Power Ministry on August
31, the Ministry of Tribal
Allairs said, “There is no
provision for  obtaining
consent of the Gram Sabha
for forest clearance for
Stage- 11 forest chearance In
the Scheduled Tribes and

Other Tradstional Forest
Dwellers  (Recognition of
Forest Rights) Act, 2006
and Rules made thereun-
der, Therefore, such mat-
ters do not fall under the
purview of the Mintsiry of
Tribal Afalrs™

While the FRA iesell
does not have the language
of gram sabha oconsent
speciically with respect 10
diverting forest land for
non-lorestry purposes, the
Unéon government'’s rules
and regulations governing
the diversion of forests
specifically require that all
processes under the FRA
be completed before the
concemed govermiment
anthority can ssue & certil-
icate diverting the lorests
formally.

These guadelines, under
the Forest Conservation
Act of 1980, require the
ientiication of potential
FRA claimants, the recog-
mitkon of their rights where
appicable, the vesting of
these rights, and then ab
talning a no-objection cer
tibcate (NOC) from the

Parlamontary pangd report on NHPC Limited sad the 2venge ome
for forest chearance of projects ks 106 months

ram sabhas concerned re-
garding the proposal to div-
et the sald lorest kand for
the stated purpose - all of
& mandated under the
FRA. This procedure of ob-
taining an NOC from gram
sabhas is what has com-
monly come 1o be known
as the procedure lor gram
sabha consemt for forest
clearance.

The FRA explicitly states
that the Ministry of Tribal

Altalrs &5 the nodal minis-
try responsibie for the
law’s implementation
Supreme Court advo
cate Shomona Khanna, a
formes Jegal adviser to the
Ministry of Tribal Affairs
under both the United Pro
gressive Alllance anxd Na-
vonal Democratic Alliance
governments, reacted to
the Ministry's position on
the FRA In s latest com
mumication o the Power

Mingstry by saying, “This Is
bizarre. i such matters are
not under the purview of
the Tribal Allairs Ministry,
then whose purview is it
under?™

House panel report

The deliberations between
the Union Power Minsstry
and the Tribal Allairs Mi-
mistry were imtiated after
an August 3 report by the
Parllamentary  Standing
Commirtee on Public Un-
dertakings on NHPC Lamit-
ed. In thes repart, the com
mattee, based an
discussions with NHPC of-
ficials, observed that the
merage tme for forest
Chearance of  under-con-
SLPUCTION projects was 106
manths, and that the re
quirement that all con
cerned gram sabhas con
sent 1o the diversion of
forest Laind reguired for the
projects had Decome the
“single most crimical bottle-
neck, with projects ke the
Teesta IV HEP being indeh
nitely stalled because con
sent from small minarity of

Gram Panchayats remans
pending”. In its report, the
commuttee, headed by BIP
MP Baigayanta Panda, ook
10 the NHPC'S recomimen-
dation that a “qualhed
super-majority consent”™
consent of TO73% of the af-
fected gram sabhas
should be sufficient for
“large hydropower infras-
tructure projects of nation-
al importance”™,

The House panel had
thas recommended that
the Power Ministry discuss
the “feasibility” of such a
propasal with the Ministry
of Tribad Affirs

Previoasly, in cases such
as the Nicobar mega-iniras-
ructure project or other
ndependent cases relmed
to the implementation of
the FRA in States like Mad
hya Pradesh, Karnataka
and many others, the Tri-
bal Affairs Ministry has
claimed that it has o role
10 play and argued that this
wias becanse the FRA man
dates mplementanon of
the Llaw to the State or Un:
son Territory govermments.
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Rajnath Singh set for
3-day Sri Lanka visit

to boost defence ties

Youlube Homework

Saurabh Trivedi
NEW DELHI

Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh will undertake an of
ficial visit to Sri Lanka fro
September 8 to 10, mark-
ing the first such visit by an
Indian Defence Minister to
the island nation in 38
years, Mr. Singh will hold
consultations with Sri Lan-
ka's wop leadership on a
range of bilateral, regional
and defence-related issues,
and also interact with
members of the Indian
diaspora in Colombo.

The last Indian Defence
Minister to visit Sri Lanka
was K.C. Pant, who tra
velled 1o the country in
1988 while serving in Rajiv
Gandhi's Cabinet.

Mr. Singh is expected to
meet Sri Lankan President
and Defence Minister Anu-
ra Kumara Dissanayake,
Prime Minister Harini Am-
arasuriya and Secretary to
the Ministry of Defence Air
Vice Marshal (retd.) Sam
path Thuyacontha.

Discussions are likely to
cover defence coopera-
tion, including possible
collaboration in air-de-
fence systems, and a re

el

Rl\)ndth Slngh

view of ongoing security
engagements between the
two countries.

The two sides are ex-
pected to review the full
implementation of the In-
dia-Sri  Lanka Defence
Cooperation  Memoran
dum of Understanding
signed on April 5, 2025,

Mr. Singh is scheduled
to visit Sri Lanka's National
Defence College and inaug-
urate an infrastructure
project, sources said.

The visit is being seen as
a reflection of India's conti-
nued emphasis on its
Neighbourhood First poli-
cy and Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi's vision of
MAHASAGAR Mutual
and Holistic Advancement
for Security and Growth
Across Regions.
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ISRO’s role is by no means

diminishing: space officials

Agency will remain the bedrock of the Indian space sector, says IN-SSPACe chief Pawan Goenka
amid concerns raised by ISRO staff associations over ‘privatisation’; agency calls concerns ‘baseless

Jacob Koshy
NEW DELHI)

he top brass of In
dia’s space esta
blishment refuted

suggestions that privatisa-
ton in the space sector
threatened the workforce
of the Indian Space Re-

search Organisation
(ISRO),
The role of the ISRO was

“by no means diminish-
ing™, said IN-SPACe chair-
man Pawan Kumar Goenka
on Sunday, responding to a
joint letter from nine ISRO
employee associations
seeking wrinen clarifica-
tion on whether the go-
vernment intends to transl-
er the agency's
launch-vehicle and satellite
manufacturing to private
firms, “There has been
some misleading narrative
in the media around the fu-
ture role of ISRO. Let me
say it unequivocally: ISRO's
role is by no means dimin-
ishing. It will remain the
bedrock of Indian space
sector.” Dr. Goenka said in
a post on X.

The reforms that began
in 2020, he sald, were
aimed at expanding India’s
overall space ecosystem,

with IN-SPACe authorising
non-government participa-
tion and NewSpace India
Limited (NSIL) commercia-
lising mature capabilities.

Industry would increas-
ingly manufacture and
scale mature launch vehi
cles and satellites, he ad-
ded, while ISRO would
concentrate on advanced
R&D, scientific and strateg-
i missions, and infrastruc-
ture 100 complex for priv-
ate developers - including
the Bharativa Antariksh
Station by 2035 and an In-
dian crewed lunar mission
by 2040. “The direction is
not a smaller ISRO,” he
wrote,

Longer clarification
His post was followed by a
longer clarification from

ISRO, calling suggestions of

e

Ihere has been
misleading
narrative... the direction
is not a smaller ISRO. It is
a larger Indian space
ecosvstem, with ISRO
dnnglhc

ALN LTS

privatisation “completely
baseless and  incorrect”
and stating that the agency
would neither be priva-
tised nor have its impor-
tance reduced. Transfer
ring a mature technology,
it said, did not amount to
withdrawal from that do-
main; the shift was towards
an  “ISRO-led national
Space ecosystem”, institu-
tvonalised through the In-
dian Space Policy 2023,
The agency said India
now has over 450 space
start-ups against a handful
in 2020, and aims to grow
its roughly $8.4-billion
space economy to $44 bil-

lion by 2033. Ownership of

critical national space in-
frastructure, it said, would
remain with the govern-
ment. The letter that
prompted the responses

was dated September 4
and addressed to Dr, V. Na-
ravanan, Secretary, De-
partment of Space and
Chairman, ISRO, Its signa-
tories cited Dr. Goenka's
public remarks on August
21 that ISRO would even-
tually not make or manu-
facture any launch vehi-
cles.

Questions ralsed
They asked whether that
position  represented an
approved Space Commis
ston decision, They further
asked what would happen
1o sanctioned strength and
recrultment over the next
five to 10 years, and wheth-
er the associations would
be consulted before irre-
versible decisions,
Employvees of the De-
partment of Space are ex-
empted from the statutory
definiton of “industry”
and cannot form trade un-
ions. They instead organise
as Service associanons re-
cognised under the Central
Civil Services (Recognition
of  Service Associations)
Rules, 1993, The letter was
copied to the Confedera-
von of Central Govern-
ment  Emplovees  and
Workers.
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Road map ready to

make India drug-free
by 2029, says Shah

Press Trust of India
PANAJI

Unson Home Minister Amit
Shah on Sunday said that
the government has pre-
pared a road map to make
India drug-free by 2029, as
serting that a drug-free
youth population would
lead to the goal of a Viksit
Bharat by 2047,

The Centre has adopted
a coordinated, nationwide
strategy to dismantle the
entire narcotics network,
from drug trafhcking to fi
nancing, while also focus:
ing on rehabilitation, as
part of its goal of achieving
a “DrugFree India™ by
2029, Mr. Shah said at a
press conference after
chairing a high-Jevel meet-
ing on narcotics attended
by Goa Chief Minister Pra-
mod Sawant and officials
of the Union Home Minis-
try and the State
government,

Mr. Shah said that in
2019, a four-tier National
Coordination Committee
for Countering Drug Tral-
fcking (NCORD) mechan
sm was created at the ex-
ecutive, State and district
levels to ensure coordinat-
ed action against the drug
menace in the country.
“Dedicated Anti-Narcotics
Task Forces |[ANTFs) have
been constituted in all

Amit Shah

States and Union Territo-
ries, and local police have
been linked with the na-
tional strategy.”

He said a Joint Coordina-
tion Committee was also
formed in 2019 10 enable
Central agencies and State
governments to take joint
decisions against major
drug networks, their inter-
national connections and
operational gaps.

The Narcotics Control
Bureau (NCB) has been
strengthened by reorganis-
ing its cadre and enhanc:
ing s manpower, zonal
presence and operational
capabilities, Mr. Shah said.

The government has
linked awareness, treat
ment, rehabilitation and li-
velihood  opportunities
with the anti-narcotics
campaign, he pointed out,
adding that the 1933 MA
NAS helpline has been in-
troduced to support per-
sons with drug addiction.
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As yoga and Ayurveda become part of India’s global

health diplomacy, experts press for credible standards

Bindu Shajan Perappadan
T.C.A. Sharad Raghavan
NEW DELHI

Yoga and Avurveda have
moved beyond their tradi
tional wellness Identity
and are increasingly be-
coming part of India’s glo-
bal health and diplomatic
strategy, with the Centre
seeking to expand their
footprint through medical
tourism, international edu
cation, practitioner mobili-
ty and trade agreements,
The shift is particularly
evident in India's recemt
trade diplomacy. The In
dia-Oman Comprehensive
Economic Partnership
Agreement (CEPA), opera-
tionalised in June 2026,
and the India-New Zealand
Free Trade Agreement
(FTA) contain dedicated
provisions on health-relat
ed services and traditional
medicine, These include
measures to ease icensing,
develop standards and fa-
cilitate the mobility of Ay

urveda, Yoga and Naturo
pathy, Unani, Siddha,
Sowa-Rigpa, and Homeo-
pathy (AYUSH) practition-
ers and instructors

New opportunity

The India-European Union
FTA, signed in January
2026, goes further, allow-
ing AYUSH practitioners to
use their Indian qualifica-
tons in EU countries
where no regulatory fra
mework exists and provid-
ing for AYUSH wellness
centres and clinics.

The agreemems repre-
sent an attempt to trans
form AYUSH from being a
cultural export to a formal-
ised health and services
opportuniry.

The India-Oman CEPA
contains what the govern
ment describes as its frst
comprehensive  commit
ment on traditional medi-
cine across all modes of
supply, while the India
New Zealand FTA has a
dedicated "health and tra

The Centre issued 1,646 AYUSH visas to nationals from 75 courtries
between January 2024 and February 2025

ditional medicine™ annex
covering AYUSH practices.
The New Zealand agree-
ment also provides struc-
tured mobility pathways,
including a dedicated visa
guota for AYUSH practi
tioners. The government
said the agreement would
institutionalise  coopera-
tion in education, training,
standards  development
and wellness services.
However, the diplomat

ik push also raises ques
tions about how far formal
recognition and market ac-
cess will translate into ac-
tual international demand.
Experts point to the
need for credible stan
dards, evidence, regula-
tion, practitioner quality
and patient safety if AYUSH
is to establish itsell in in-
creasingly regulated global
healthcare markets.
Senior officials in the Mi

nistry of AYUSH said the
AYUSH wvisa, overseas
training and exchange pro-
grammes were also help-
ing expand the sector
“Forewn medical arriv
als rose from 1.83 lakh In
2020 10 6.44 lakh in 2024,
as per our data. Bangla-
desh, Nepal, Sri Lanka, the
United Arab Emirates, the
United States, Germany,
Russia, Malaysia, Mauritius
and Saudi Arabia are
among the important mar-
kets for AYUSH and Ayvur-
veda treatment. The go-
vernment does not publish
a current  consolidated
country-wise ranking of
AYUSH patients,” he said.

Absence of data
However, the figure of 6.44
lakh refers to overall fo
reign medical arrivals and
not specifically AYUSH pa-
tients. The absence of con-
solidated data makes it dif-
hceult to assess AYUSH's
actual share of India’s med-
ical-value-travel market.

The AYUSH visa, intro
duced in 2023, is another
component of the strategy.
Between January 2023 and
December 2025, a total of
3,375 foreign nationals tra-
velled 10 India on AYUSH
visas or eAYUSH visas,
while another 579 travelled
on AYUSH attendant visas
or ¢AYUSH attendant vi-

Earbier, the Mintstry had
reported that 1,646 AYUSH
visas had been issued 0
nationals of 75 countries
between January 2024 and
February 2025,

Education is also emerg
ing as another channel of
influence. Under the AY-
USH Fellowship Scheme,
260 studems from 32 coun-
tries were studying AYUSH
in Indian institutions.

The Ministry’s interna-
tional cooperation pro-
grammes also support
training, seminars, confe-
rences and knowledge ex-
change, including yoga
and education overseas
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UN-backed map must

refle

ndian position

0 @ adakh: govt.

Press Trust of India
NEW DELHI

India on Sunday said a Un-
ited Nations-initiated pro-
posed world map must
depict the Union Territo-
ries o lammuand iGshmir
ang Ladakh in accordance
with the country’s official
map, and any “inaccurate”

ormisleading™ represen-

tation will be
unacceptable.
New Delhi's assertion

came two days after it vot-
ed in favour of a UN Gener-
al Assembly resolution
aimed at correcting the
world map to promote a
more accurate representa-
tion of continental land-
masses. The resolution tit-
led “Correct the Map:
Rebalancing Global Carto-
graphic  Representation
and Promoting Equitable
Representation of the
World's Regions, Particu-
larly Africa” was adopted
on Friday.

External Affairs Ministry
spokesperson Randhir Jais-
wal said India highlighted
that the resolution does
not constitute endorse-
ment of any specific map,
projection or depiction of
national boundaries.

“India’s sovereign terri-
tory, including the Union
Territories of Jammu and
Kashmir and Ladakh, must
be depicted in accordance
with India’s official map.
Any inaccurate or mislead-
ing depiction is unaccepta-
ble,” he said.

“Our position on India’s
sovereignty and territorial
integrity is clear, consis-
tent and non-negotiable,”
he noted.

Mr. Jaiswal further said:
“The resolution neither
adopts nor authenticates
any particular world map,
nor does it address politi-
cal cartography, including
international boundaries,
disputed territories or
place name”.




C

o\

a2y

Judicial integrity — a case the Court cannot ignore

erious allegtions against the Actimy
Chied jestice of the Rajasthan High Court,
Jostice Sanjewy Prakash Sharma, have
came to light following reports of lesters
written by Supeeme Court of Inda dge Justice
Sandeep Mehta 1o the Chief Justice of India ()1,
m which be has sought Justice Sharma's
mnmediate tramsfer. Justioe Mehta, who
previonsly served as a judge of the Rajasthan High
Court and is regarded for his upeightness,
discipline, and integrity, wrote three such letters
on August Z, 30, and 17. The comtents of these
Jetters are now partly in the public domsin.

Letters that raise serious qusestions

The letters repoctedly refer to complasts about
the manmer in which Justice Sharma has been

of victimisacion of judges, maladministration,
mnproper “shifting of cases” to his Bench, and
nepotism in apposntments to the Permasent Lok
Adalat. pustice Sharma bas allegedly been
mtimidating some of his colleagues wih the
theeat of retribuitive measures, including
transfers, based on his clasmed peroximity to the
CIL I is reprorted] thae hastice Mehta's letters refer
2o specific instances of alleged Bvouritism
sowards a chosen few among the bwyers and the
misuse of power in his cagacy as the “master of
the roster”. Justice Mehta's lass letter

expresses concern over the CJI's alleged maction,
particularly as Justice Sharma is due to retire an
September 26, So Gar, there bas been no official
dermal of the reports concermmg the contents of
the letrers. Justioe Sharmsa, of course, has publicly
demued the accusations as baseless.

A Hgh Coust funcrioning withous a regular
Chief Justice and fRnctioning under an Acting
Chief Justice for a considerably long period - in
the instaet case, for about 1l momths — is not &
good institnional gesture. The fact that Justice
Sharma was earlier mransterred 1o the Parna High
Court in 2022, and that his request for
repatriation to the Rajasthan High Court was
rejected by the Collegivm in 2023, which instead
propased his transier 1o the Pusgab and Haryana
High Conart, is also not & commendabile
antecedent. hastice Mehta, according to reports,
& saidd 0o have wondered how sach a judge came
20 be retransferred to the Rajasthan High Court in
2025 and subsequemly allowed to funcrion as the
Acting Chief hestice, with widerangng
administracive and judicial powers.

OF Lae, there have Been two crucial
developenenas. Firs, awyers at the Ragasthan
High Comrt staged a sit-in prosest on the High
Court premises, following which Justice Sharma
had 1o opt out Froen Bearing cases, Second, on
August 31, the Suprreme Court Collegium
recommended the appolnoment of Justioe Sanjay
Agrawal as the new Chief Justice of the Ragasthan

Lawyer af the
Suprerme Court
of India

Albegations
aganst a High
Court juxdge
raise serious
Questions ahout
pdical
accountabalin
m India

Higgh Court, Accordingly Justice Agrawal is mow
appointed.

Allegations of corruption against sitting judges
in India are neither uncommon nor
unprecedented. Yet, certam unkjue features
the present reports are worth noting. A sitting
Judge of the Supreme Court reportedly
the CJI 1o the conduct of an Acting Cheef Justice of
a High Court, supported by verifiahle material.

Yot for several woeks, no cogent steps were
reportedly initsited by the CJI in this regard. The
CI repostedly sald that the allegations could not
be treated as indings and that they “musst be
deak with strictly through the established
institutions] mechanism®™. In view of Justice
Sharma’s mnpending retiremnent, early action by
the ClI 10 Justice Mebea's ketver could perhags
bave averted some of the distarbing events that
subsequently fallowed.

Trarsparency International, i its reports, has
wnderlined the growing trust dehicic in the Tndlian
judiciary. Acoording 1o s 2002 report, based on
a household survey, the judiclary was Identfied
a5 the second-mast cormupt insrinurion in certain
South Asian countries, incdudeg Inda. The
report is mdeed shocking. Yet, the presemt
situsation in Inclia is far more complex and
madti-dimensionad. There are many fewe judges in
India's padiciary whose integrity and puldic imsage
should noe be tarnished because of aberrations
elsewhere, whether on or off the Bench.

Institutional respomsibility, structural issues
The repeated episodes of judical cormuption in
India reflect cortam fundamental issues
concerning the funcooning of its higher judicary.
Firsz, the wotal bk of criteria, coupled with the
umavosckible collaboration between the Collegium
and the Executive at the Centre under the present
system, makes jodicial appoinoments highly
partisan, opague, and often arblerary. This
mechandamn and Its processes are incapablbe ol
identifving the cleanest and most meritorious
candidates. The tssue of corrupeion i the
judiciary, like many other institutional concerns,
Is Inseparable from the existing method of
sebecting candidaes for judicial office. A system
of Inviting applications, as & prevalent i Canada,
o an Independent body Tor padicial selection, &s
u.:g: United Kingdom, remains unthinkable

Second, the kack of an effective mechanism to
deal with corruption in the higher udiciary in
Indlia has had the effect of perpetusting the
menace. The Judges (Inguiry) Act, 1968,
Inadequase 10 tackle the issue and has, for all
practical purposes, become defunct. The
Supreme Court, in K. Verraosami »s Umion of
i (1991), beeld thaat, for registering a First
nformation Reporn against a judge of the higher
Judciary, the permission of the CJI s & necessary

precondition. As bwyer Prashant Bhushan righth
observed, “the police does not dare approach the
' o6 permission 1o vestigate, unkess

. y have clinchang evidence, whach they
nnot get, unless they ivestigate™ Cludical
Accountabsity or lusion?”, Ecomomic and
Political Wenkdy, November 25, 2006). Although
the United] Progressive Alllance government
facilitmed the passage of the Judichal Standands
o) Acoountabilivy Bill s the Lok Sabha s 2002,
the Bill Bipsed with the dissolutson of the B5th Lok
Sabha In 2014, The subsequent legislachve effoet to
revive the Bl with chamges, also remained
a noorstarver. The of erring judges,
= suggested by Mticles 12404 and 210X of the
Cosstitunion, Jds proved 10 be a Ballure. Likewlse,
hasism adopeed by the Supreme
has not proved to be Gult-free or

respOnses
Bt these consaderations could not have been
reasans for the CJ1 not to act peompely upon the
concerrs allegedly expressed by hetice Mehia.
On the contrary, the lack of a permanent systemc
solution o the issues ramsed should have been an
addhitional reason for the CJI o take resnedial
measures expeditiousty and diligently, and 10 do
whsttever was possible within s suthocity, The
situation called for judichl stasesmanship. In
1990, when an inguiry was underway against
Justice V. Ramaswasm for misconduct, he
wis advised by then CJI Sabyasachd Mukharg, 1o
take besve and keep away from judhcial work.

Thereafter, when the impeachment motion
agaamest Justice Ramaswami Giled m Parliament
due o the Congress party's stramegic abstention,
the judge attermpied %0 resume pochicial work,
with about reme months of his tenure remaining.

However, then CIE Venkatachaliah refused 10
allocate amyy cases to him for hearing, notes
Justice K. Chandru in his book, Who Wil Judge the
Judpes? (2006). Even last year, when partly burnt
aarency notes were repostedly found In the
outhouse of Justice Yashwant Varms at his Dedini
residence, then CJ1 Sanjiv Khasma, quickly
transferred him 10 the Allahabad High Court,
where he was not allocated any judicial work,
practically. In the reported dectsion in XXX »
Uniow of India (2025), the Supreme Court
emphasised the responsibiicy of the CJI in
mastiers relatiogg 10 judicial inseyrity and
alegations of cormupe practices,

Justice Sharma allegedly claimed that the Ol s
proxamate 10 him. This was a factor that led o
undesirable and avoldable speculations. Gven
the nature of the allegations and their immedante
verifiabdicy, it was imperative that the CJII scted
prompthy and convincingly, so that further
damage 1o the system and the instinaion could
harve been reduced, iF not peevented altogether,
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The meeting comes ahead of fhe BRICS Summit,

which Chinese President Xi is ex] ettt TTT l the Chinese and a military build-up at the LAC

Saurabh Trivedi
NEW DELHI

mkd concerns over
condlicting territo-
rial claims and mali-

tary buildup along the
Line of Actual Control
(LAC), the Indlan and Chi-
nese Armies held their first
Corps Commander-level
meeting in the Eastern Sec
tor on Sunday, marking a
signibicant expansion of
the military dialogue me-
chanism beyond the La-
dakh sector.

The meeting was held at
the Vacha-Damal Border
Personne] Meeting Point in
Arunachal Pradesh amid
reports of tension in the
Taksing area of Upper Sub-
ansari disarict.

According to Defence
Ministry sources, Lieute-
nant-General Girish Kalia,
Commander of the 3 Corps
(Spear Corps), led a 12-
member delegation that in
cluded an Inspector-Gen-
eral of the IndoTibetan

C\
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Dislogue rewte: The mesting wa
Arunachal Pradesh, FILE PHOTO

Border Police.

The 3 Corps, headqguar-
tered at Rangapahar in Na-
gakand, is responsible for
operational areas along the
LAC in Arunachal Pradesh,
The Indian Army has two
Corps formations responsi-
ble for the frontier in the
State - the Tezpur-based 4
Corps and the Rangapabar-
based 3 Corps.

The talks are significant

as Corps Commander-level
meetings between the two
Armies have Brgely been
held at the Chushul-Moldo
Border Meeting Point in
eastern Ladakh, particular-
ly after the June 2020 Gal-
wan Valley clashes.

The meeting ocomes
days before India hosts the
BRICS Summit in New Del:
hi from September 1 o 13,
which Chinese President

& hedd a2 the Vacha-Damai Border Personme] Meeting Point in

Xi Jinping is expected to
artend.

The latest meeting
comes amid reports of con-
tinued Chinese activity and
alleged incursions in the
Taksing area, despite two
highJevel  engagements
since July.

Until now, the Corps
Commander-level mechan-
ism had primarily been
used to address military is-

‘UN map’ must
reflect Indian

position: govt.

NEW DELH)

India on Sunday said a United
Nations intated proposed
workd map must depict the
Union Territones of Jammu
and Kashmr and Lacakh in
accordance with the country’s
official map, and any
“inaccurate” or *miskeading”
represantation wil be

UNSCHpTalie, » PAGE &

sues and tensions along
the western sector of the
India-China border in Lo
dakh.

The mechanism be-
came particularly impor-
tant following the Galwan
clashes, in which both
sides sulfered casualties.

Since then, India and
China have continued to
use military and diplomat-
ic channels to manage dif

ferences and maintain sta-
bility along the LAC,

On August 6, the two
countries helkd the 36th
meeting ol the Working
Mechanism for Consulta-
tion and Coordination on
India-China Border Alfairs.
This was followed by the
25th round of talks bet-
ween the Special Repre-
septatives (SR) on  the
Boundary Question in Bedj-
Ing on August 26.

National Security Advis-
er Ajit Doval represented
India, while the Chinese
delegation was led by
Wang Yi, Member of the
Political Bureau of the
Communist Party of China
Central Commattee and Di-
rector ol the Othce of the
Central Commission for
Foreign Affairs.

Eight-point document

The two sides signed an
eight-point outcome docu-
ment following the SR-Jevel
talks. The agreement in-
cluded a decision to esta:

India, China hold military talks in Arunachal

Talks are being held amid alleged incursions by Lieutenant-General Kalia, chief of 3 Corps, led
12-member delegation that included the ITBP

blish two additional Bor-
der Personnel Meeting
Points and new hotlines 1o
strengthen  communica-
tion and conbdence-build-
ing mechanisms along the
fromtier,

According 10 sources,
one of the newly proposed
meeting points will be in
the Eastern Sector under
the operational responsi-
bility of the 3 Corps, while
another will be in the Cen-
tral Sector.

The sources clarified
that Joshimath is not
among the newly identi
Bed meeting points.

Meanwhile, the Indian
Army has been closely re-
viewing its operational pre-
paredness along the fron-
tier. Recently, Army Chief
General Dhiraj Seth visted
the headguarters of the 3
Corps, where formation
commanders briefed him
about operational readi
ness and measures being
undertaken to strengthen
combat capabilities.
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‘If my party says I should step down as its president, I will’

Unfair to
blame me for
Rahmans visit
being put off,
savs Hasina
Subsasimi Haidar

NEW DELHI

ANer & CONOVErsy owver
ber August S press confe
rence here, Bangladesh's
foemer  Prime  Minister

Shelkh Hasina  delended
ber right to hold media

conlerences and  meest
Awamu  League  party
coleagues

“How can a press conle
rence damage India-Ban
ghadesh relations? | did mce
know that | was so power
Pl M. Haslna sasd speak
ing to The Hindu over the
telephone from an uexlis-
closed locaton. My inten-
tiom was never 10 damage
anything,” she sald. In an
exrensive inserview that in
Chuded wrtten responses
and an audio coeversation,
Ms. Hasina fled to India of
ter afler protests enupied
in Bangladesh in 2004, She
sakl ® was unfair of the
Banghdesh goverament 10
sugpest that her public m
teractions were 1he reasan
for & plasned visit Iy
Frime  Minister  Tarique
Rahaan to Delid 0o be pus
oft.

M. Hasing, who Dwes &
death sestence K oeder-
ing a polce crackdown on
stuclent protestors in 2004
in which bundreds were
killedd, refisad 10 apologise
for the killings, citing the
deaths of policernen and
ber party members during
that time. She called on the
international commumny
o press for & revocation of
the ban on the Awami
League
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Iran says it struck a U.S. vessel in
Hormuz; Washington denies cl\g‘m/

Tehran savs it struck the unmanned US. vessel attempting to enter the strait, while US. military rejects this as a ‘total lie';
Iran’s Speaker Ghalibal warns that any further US. aggression would face “faster, more intense and more painful’ responses

Associated Press

CAIRO

ran said on Sunday it
ls(md; an unmanned

LLS. vessel trying to
enter the Strait of Hormuz,
a claim that the U.S. mili
tary dismissed as a “total
lie”. The purported attack
came a day after the US,
military said forces struck
three [ranian oil tankers in
response to Navy warships
being targeted with ballis-
tic missiles. Experts called
it a dangerous escalation
after Iran's previous at
tacks at sea targeted com-
mercial shipping.

The war began with U.S.
and Israeli attacks on Iran
on February 28. But since a
fragile ceasefire agreement

Dangerous waters: Vessels transit the Hormuz Strait off the coast
of the port city of Bandar Abbas in southem lran on Saturday. are

was announced in June,
on-and-off fighting has per-
sisted, with both sides try-
ing to inflict military and
economic pain as negotia-
tions have collapsed.

The United States and

Iran resumed attacks last
week, following a month of
relative calm, with the
Strait of Hormuz and areas
along Iran’s southern coast
again being targeted. At
least five people were

killed earlier in the week
during a U.S. bombard-
ment that returned atten-
tion to the area where a
school was hit in the war's
opening strikes.

[ran’'s top negotiator
Mohammad Bagher Ghali
baf threatened a more for-
ceful response to  any
further U.S. attacks.

“The Americans must
have understood that the
era of proportionate res-
ponses has come to an
end,” said Irans Parlia-
ment Speaker, who has act-
ed as chief negotiator in
talks to end the war.

“Any aggression against
Iran's interests and securi-
ty will receive a faster,
more intense and more
painful response,” he ad-

ded, in a speech carried by
state media.

Mr. Ghalibaf added that
alongside the military
front, Iran's main battle
was now over production
and people’s livelihoods.

Iran’s Economy Minister
All Madanizadeh sald that
Tehran planned to res
pond to US. economic
pressure with reforms and
rejected the notion that
sanctions would cause it to
change course, according
1o state media.

“They think that by
pressuring the economy of
a country they can change
the decisions of its peo-
ple, Mr. Madanizadeh
said.

(With inputs from AFP,
Reuters)
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Bhutan leads Southeast Asia region in eliminating rabies

Ramya Kannan

CHENNAI

Bhutan has become the
first country in the World
Health Organization's
Southeast Asia region to
eliminate dog-transmitted
rables as a public health
problem. The WHO, on Sa-
turday, validated Bhutan's
achievement. The moun-
tain kingdom's last rabies
death was in June 2023,
Rabies is a viral disease
that is almost always fatal if
clinical symptoms appear.
It is estimated that rables
still claims the lives of ap-
proximately 59,000 peo-
ple each vear, with a third
of these fatalities occurring
in India, where it remains a

huge problem with local
bodies failing at animal
birth control and vaccina-
tion programmes.

The disease is endemic
throughout the country ex-
cept for the Andaman and
Nicobar and Lakshadweep
Islands, and cases are re-
ported from all over the
country, the year round.
About 96% of the mortality
and morbidity is associat
ed with dog bites.

Target for 2030

The National Rabies Con-
trol Programme alms to re-
duce mortality from rabies
among human beings and
progressively achieve the
target of bringing rabies
deaths to zero by 2030.

Rabies is almost aways fatal #
clinical symptoms appear

In a message shared on
the WHO website, its Direc:
tor-General, Tedros Adha-
nom Ghebreyesus, con-
gratulated Bhutan “which
s another step towards our
goal to end human deaths
from dog-transmitted ra-
bies by 2030,

He further noted the in-
terventions that made the

success possible: “Bhu-
tan’s success shows that
the health of humans, ani-
mals and the environment
we share is inextricably
linked. By uniting health
workers,  veterinarians,
and communities, Bhutan
has shown that the hght
against rabies is won not in
silos, but through solidari-
ty across all sectors.”

Two-pronged strategy

WHO validation recognises
that a country has eliminat-
ed dog-transmitted human
rables and consequently
through the absence of hu
man deaths from the dis-
ease for at least two years,
while demonstrating the
capacity to prevent trans-

mission from re-emerging.
Rabies deaths are pre-
ventable. A two-pronged
strategy is advocated glo-
bally - vaccinating dogs to
curb the disease at source,
and using post-exposure
prophylaxis (PEP) after a
bite. PEP consists of tho-
roughly washing the bite
area with water and soap,
administering a full course
of human rabies vaccine,
and whenever necessary,
rabies immunoglobulins.
Nilesh Buddha, Officer-
in-<Charge, WHO South-
East Asia Region, compli-
mented the country: “The
dedication of health work-
ers, veterinary profession
als and Desuung volun
teers known as ‘Guardians

of Peace’ helped take dog
vaccination, population
management and com-
munity awareness 1o every
part of the country.”

A strong collaboration
was initiated between the
Ministries of Health and
the Agriculture and Lives-
tock, together with partn-
ers, local governments and
communities, united
through a One Health ap
proach, Bhutan's Health
Ministry  sources  ex-
plained. Continued access
to PEP, mass dog vaccina-
tion, dog population man-
agement, community en-
gagement and
strengthened surveillance
marked the country’
programme.

Youlube Homework
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