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TIo0 AT hl T: Tk STk R TR
Tfdargar

o fir ot * folu W A W A
feew forr § & wret 7 Faeier 1w ST B W
T WETEHT ¥ 2019 H 1Y TG0 6 RIeATh Ak wriarg
1 HSTS[d L o [0TU 391 [4orer shl ATHA fora ol g6 alt
T O HTSIST (e TRl Si@T S 1Y TUrad H 4R 3
T I TGET o SR AL = % HEed T SR
& R 39 T i T A faad & ®9 H #9 S,
ST aftren TR s 1o T TrerfieRaTeT @ Siigar 2




T JGUUT <hl THSHT

* 9T YT I BIAT & ST ET-ohrieh UaTel arHee § UH Tl o ST &1 ST
& Sl ATe TaTeed S Ggawor shi SuTfere s Hehdl 8| 3 Fgeh T, ate
S[3T AT S1E HVI o &Y W HISE B Hohel & A T SisharsAl SR Aa
Tiaffert ST & Sca= 8 Hehd &, foraw aftare, e, Fmior 3iik e
auft wmfere 2

*  STH ¥, Y 91 TG hivreht e (Particulate Matter - PM) ®, forem
AT H a It DI 31 IT ILA hT IMHA &1 3ok TR oh STUR I, 37
0T T SATHAR T PM 10 3K PM2.5 o &9 § aFfiehd foR3T ST 81 PM10
T 7Y = 10 HTSShIHIET JT 3T Y T a1 07| PM2.5 T 37 B 2.5
ATSShIHICT IT IHY THH AT Tt SIeh hvT| HeY o [T, Teh AT 1
ST 100 HTSShIHT AT BIdT &, S8 PM2.5 37 S1eT 8idT a—
kT LTS UL TTHT 40 STk hUT W ST Hehd 2 3R] BT RN
ST VI hi A T H TS ok JoT 3 31 SISl 2l S 0
THYATE H +ft Ta3T T Tohd &, TSTae 3eh Ty ITa shl §TeHT ¢
STt €1 78 h{VThT QT =Rl FRIF it ohT Taree a1y A Trey woeri
o ToTT Tk HEcaqul STeIfHeRdT ST 2




ST TGWOT e et o o foTg Wi <t swriams

T 1Y TUTaT R wreishd (NAMP)

FET T foior St 3 T wiearet Ay urer e
(NAAQM) FrIsHH I[& fohaT| SITa H 5T T siaciahl NAMP 3

T T gk Seva ATy et kT frafiv Aot s, Sl et §
et Ay Torer sht Reerfer ST srarfr frtfea s, wiorssr o aftard
T ST THTHT, I (i aiter=it Sy ToreT ATeht 31X wrees
ST o ITcter i GHTE T 2

w2026 331§ aREelt sRg-Ture T Sede § addH

T 28usai 3 7oy wfa wenii s 6033=u § 1,646 WIH
M & S A3 3 SR Naer-2rgd e SHT wie

2| a1 T FRftd &9 8 T TR AR fsawr s

& ,Sefh CAAQMS i | fere-2rew arg-Turer ST e d o
TH(SAMEER) HIsTES UfteTahy 3T 3 U1de 292 & Afreh T80
& foru fene fard-arsd AQI STHeRIY YeH hid &, fored grefifar 3t
TR STRsehaT siedt gl T+t NCAP el § ek f¥rerrra fHemor
et i Tt fore 7T &, STt sgwr frior et # wreistes srfier
! H&Tq AT 2|




T TTUTET ehich (AQI)

*  AQI TR o T AT TUrET ol TS 1 Toh T
SYHLIT B T G Hisdl S 3ok TwTferd T
THTE o TR T AT T[UTET i 3= | T S0 deh
o 6 AT H affehd LT 8l AQI 3hT TUHT H1S
SEEEHT: PM10, PM2.5, NO3, SO2, CO, O3, NH3 3T
Pb T U ek oh! STl 8, fSaw e ge Jenie
T AT GG THI AQI Trtf et 2|

Tes 9T W i fefteet gt

* "PRANA" — o1 o fR-3FUTei Tedl H oI1g-5gu0 oh
farfererm & forg wide, Tedia T a1g SwrEiskH (NCAP)
% R T Jare 3T T 6 o fore e ffda
QI 81 & e AR TS AISHT H =R sht Hifdeh
3R fordfim Rearfa =6t 3oh ot oot Tl AT 2 3R
NCAP & d&d 91 TUerT Jeiei SATHT 3 SRR
TSI+ €9 § TS LT 8l NCAP & ded fafe=
fequment gr fafs= nfafafemt o st wifa @ gefta
STHRRI 39 QI W 3uets 8, S wiarsy o Hife fofa &
Teg S|

T TIo0 A HTAsHA (NCAP)

QW 130 IR0 H v A H a1g 9gwr & fued o

fTq, T ST 2019 § NCAP Y& o T ol 8
g 3R U7 TR, el T et (ULBs) 31X
3 Teaumehi o wuf-ad SATHT aTelT U ag-851 98
21 NCAP 318, T3 3R T T ol W I/
FHTLETS AISTHTAT o HTEIH O G- 3 Ui 9T
SR T =, 3R 39ehl T shei, =3 3R e &
R nifea fafi afurfet grr <t STt 21

TIeD A1 TS0

* T I WA NCAP o T&d 130 Y&l ol a1
T BT 81 I8 MoEFCC 3T ay 2022-23 H 3[&
o1 115 U U &l IE HAIh S TeT il o
fue o Sumt I wEt-fafre s 9y e
IS o SHIAT-I hl e HLdT 2] T8 SR TUrel |
U % 7T 318t o sii=r Ty i, T 31t
I HILATS shl SIQTET <dT 2l




ge T U™ W (GRAP)

*  GRAP TS TSToT & H forTedt arg Torar o eie o Tt T
SATITARTCA SffsRT ST 81 78 0T shi T o TR W USE
I AT U I o oAU he TLRRT TSI sl Ueh €1 ATaT 2
3T el T fohT ST & 51T fawett o1 AQI Fid® &t eh ug=r ST
& I1 Ug= ol IS Tadll 8l GRAP ATg-TUreIT <21, HiEH
QETTHT S AT HeTehr1 T TN THI T HIATS ! FETH
ST o foTT ST 81 36 =R =0T @0 (AQI 201-300) & wefiv+
(AQI 450 ¥ HTT) T & AT oI G B T 39T TTferRitet &9
Y H&d 81 A1 2l TH T I IS hi R T, fmior S
HrenfTen Tifoer i fofrafia s, IR %@ areHl i gidsiea
AT S B AT OISR FSE SR (CAQM) T TR H

FTAT=II T T~ hLdT 2




T 1. T T8 AT HTAHA' (NCAP) 3R et TR o FoTT Tores oy
IS fgad o Hed W Aferiad sheAl W o= difse:

1. Hfiel SATeRTeT o foTU T 9] ot Uit faad gedes o 7 fercer sht AT STt
&, TSrEehl =woTT 2019 # € T AETET ST A1 T8 of

2. PM2.5 FUI o1 I 2.5 HISshIHIC IT 38Y & BIdT 2, ST g8 TUITedT H TS
T JoIST L TR B

3. NCAP % a8 %1 % Y@ &0 § PM 10 o & H FHl T o [oTQ [ret-TofRTe e
ST TARY AT ST T 3

IUFH heHT H U RH-AVH T 2/E?
(a) ohael 1 N2

(b) FHAA 2 I3

(c) a1 33

(d) 1,213



Mains 3IRMH A

* "G H oY FENT shefed Ueh ST U TsRU{Ter HET 7 Bleh Ueh SigATITHT <[l
S TRIT 21" 36 S o 3TCAIsh H, T oo I hrishH (NCAP) o d8d Wi
LR ST 19T ST T8 ST 3R ST T[Urer] et H ST STedl 7ed AT ol
farsgwor fifsmu (150 3183, 10 37F)




PM slams critics as he opens freight corridor

PM inaugurates key sections of Dedicated Freight
Corridor connecting U.P. to port in Navi Mumbai

Press Trust of India
VADODARA

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Tuesday took a
dig at the Opposition over
a newly inaugurated dedi-
cated freight corridor, say-
ing critics would still com-
plain like a “naraz fufa”
(grumpy uncle) and manu-
facture grievances, while
dismissing Congress leader
Rahul Gandhi’s campaign
against the government as
“jhooth ki goonj” (echo of
lies).

Speaking at the inaugu-
ration of three key sections
of the Western Dedicated
Freight Corridor, connect-
ing Jawaharlal Nehru Port
in Navi Mumbai with Dadri
in Uttar Pradesh, and
marking the project’s com-
pletion, Mr. Modi praised
his administration’s pace
of execution and called the
former UPA regime’s work-
ing speed “sluggish”.

“After 2014, with your
blessings, when I reached
Delhi, and as soon as we ar-
rived there, we began ac-

celerating this project.
Work on the dedicated
freight corridor has been
completed today,” he said.
The “jhooth ki goonj”
jibe appeared to mock the
Chhatron Ki Goonj student
dialogue campaign
launched by the Congress.
Through the campaign,
the Congress is trying to
corner the BJP on issues
such as exam question
paper leaks, costly educa-
tion, irregularities in go-
vernment recruitment and
unemployment.

‘Finding fault’
Targeting Mr. Gandhi with-
out naming him, Mr. Modi
said opponents would al-
ways find fault with major
infrastructure milestones
such as the newly inaugu-
rated freight corridor.
“Now, the naraz fufa ji
(grumpy uncle) will start
shouting: What will hap-
pen to the truck drivers?
Where will the trucks go?
What about the trucks peo-
ple have purchased? Now,
fufaji has found something

new to complain about,”
the Prime Minister said.
He pointed to “rapid
modernisation” under his
decade-long tenure com-
pared to the previous ad-
ministration’s shortcom-
ings.
“After 2014, India built
50,000 modern rail coach-
es. The previous regime
could not build even

¥

o el § &
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He dismisses Rahul’s campaign against his govt.
as an ‘echo of lies’, attempt to mislead the youth

50,000 toilets in 10 years,”
he said.

Taking aim at the Oppo-
sition’s youth outreach ef-
forts, specifically Mr. Gand-
hi’s Chhatron Ki Goonj
campaign in Pune last
month, the Prime Minister
cautioned the youth
against “falling for political
misdirection”.

“At every nook and cor-

ner, you will find people
who will try to mislead you
through lies, but today’s
youth will stand with the
truth,” Mr. Modi said, urg-
ing youngsters to align
with factual progress over
political narrative.

He said the youth could
see how focused the go-
vernment was on working
across sectors, including

solar, wind, hydro, and nu-
clear energy. Describing
the dedicated railway
freight corridor as the life-
line of a rapidly developing
nation, the Prime Minister
noted that India’s econom-
ic transformation was ac-
celerating due to the mod-
ern freight structure.
Earlier, passenger and
goods trains were forced to
run on the same tracks,
which severely hampered
both passenger travel and
freight movement, but the
dedicated corridor altered
that dynamic, he said.
Criticising the adminis-
trative delays under the
previous government, he
pointed out that though
the concept originated in
2004 and a special pur-
pose vehicle was set up in
2006, files remained stuck

without progress until
2014.
“Unfortunately, even

these files were not fortu-
nate enough to get a dedi-
cated corridor. Files would
get stuck, hang around,
wander aimlessly,” Mr. Mo-

Modi says his opponents will continue to find
fault with ‘major infrastructure milestones’

di said. India is scripting a
new saga of manufactur-
ing, spanning “chips to
ships”, with components,
final products and the sup-
ply chain for self-reliance
being set up in the country,
Mr. Modi said.

At an event in Mumbai
later in the day, Mr. Modi
said the Indian economy’s
7.8% real GDP expansion
gave confidence to the
world at large because the
performance came in a
challenging quarter when
the impact of the West Asia
conflict was the highest.

He said India had
emerged as a major manu-
facturer of railway coach-
es, metro coaches and lo-
comotives in the last
decade.

A 100-km journey that
earlier took 6.5 hours for a
freight train can now be co-
vered in less than half the
time, while a 30-hour jour-
ney by truck can be com-
pleted in 10-12 hours on the
Dedicated Freight Corri-
dor, the Prime Minister
noted.



(Dedicated Freight Corridor - DFC)
o SfEFes e HIfER (DFC) foRy &7 & Shaet ArermteA (Freight Trains)
& SATATTH o foIT 1T T S5 71y 3R S W aTed 37T Leid o B
STeh! T 3238 AT ¢l ST AT o oo hi AT Fleh AT
AT sl T 37T AT UREE ohl ol ST 2
. A ® feran Sfeehee the &ifter 82
*  YRd R ﬁ‘{lf?ﬂ'l?ﬁ T H 2 & (Operational/Under
Construction) SfEhee e HNER i Tg=I I =

* Ot wufud AT TR (Eastern DFC): TR (FSTTeT) | ST
(IFSm sTeT)|

o gt aufde urer et (Western DFC): Sedt (3T EI%QT) g
STETETATS 8% UIe 262 (NPT, Her3)

o (T F AT H 3C-FIE PHINSK, F2-Ie2 HINMSK 3R F1¢f-q139
HINSK ot g&arfad 8l)

2. AT 2fEHeE e HIRER (Western DFC) FIT & 311 hat 22

* I DFC T 1,504 fereiiiet o, ot atg | forldishd (Electric) Sod-
AT T UNETe HIRSR 2| TE IT WRA o ST hubs 1 IiEt 72
° Y@ SeUTTRl § SIS |

[y

Torer STigaT §: I8 ST U o et il HeWg & JNPT (et
Hard) ¥ e 2

foreT Tt & TTeRAT 7 (T 5 TS):

o IW YW (e, e Aiue)
* i

o TSN

. T

* Hall’g

A

3. € DFC i T faoieard o1k erar

I Lok heT: Q%W@%W@ (Double-stack) TheT
o S aTeft ATt <iel Hehd! Bl

Sl T TICITITSAT sht 3Tt T 25 ferefl/sier & aIgapt 75-100
fopefi/eteT 7k &1 STt 21

ATErR W SATAT: I8 |IHT {1 ¢oh ohl o H 3R ATl
(Heavy Axle Load) Tt st G¥Te U G&TH




4. 3% DFC & THE WS

ATTREST THT 3T AT | HHT: 3T TR & SeTTar (Ports)
T HI T o T 31§ ot 6w &1 S 7, e
(Exports) & 3R Tfereaeff a2

faeelt-as defeadt HIRSR (DMIC) &t IgTaT: DFC & 3T
T fah b &1 e DMIC WiSiae sl Hieft eAffories s aarrd
fireret &, fore 9T SATefire et SR A=t 8 o @ §
FE AT hY THILZAT H GUR: WS o ST goh T STH
 HISET AR (e "edeh T 1S g3 8, ISe am & e o
EERIGE

UHATERT o TR T AT H SISTet gohi ol ¥EaT F g o
EACERCEE] (Carbon Footprint) T Y AT AT 2

SSTITET ShT AT T g ITART: TSI SN AN o TG
SGTITE (S HET, ST, INPT) Hie 3T Wi 6 $9ciS she-1t feut
(ICD) & ¢ 14 &




Prelims 37T I

T4 1. 'sfehes e HIRER' (DFC) & €W # fAferiad swari W e iifsru:

1. A DFC I JG3T o S1EL 3l HENISE o STATELT 8% Uie 282 (INPT) |
SIECIE

2.  DFC ¢ohi T STA-Eh hell o Tl shl &THT 2

I SfEhe g The HINSR e dIF TsTT— I T, TSTE 3T AERISE H Bl
TSI |

ST AT T T/ T 2/
A. FHaA 1 3R 2

B. hdd 2 3R 3

C. ohael 1 33

D. 1,23R3



Mains 3I=MH TIH

* "2TSHT The HINER (DFC) TRASHT A shelel WA {eTel o HIeT GATg "eaeh ol
FTATheT ShiTHY, STeeh YITH T IR I Heh 59 S1SAT hl T%adr shi i i afera
B A% DFC % fasiy ggyl o 38 e o wiemr SHifsu)

(250 3758, 15 37h)



SC mulls pan-India safety  Amicus Curiae
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rules for student hostels

Aaratrika Bhaumik
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on
Tuesday indicated that it
may expand its court-mon-
itored exercise against ille-
gal constructions and un-
authorised use of
residential premises to ex-

amine the safety of student
accommodations — across
the country.

It comes days after se-
ven people were killed in
the collapse of an illegally
constructed building being
used as a paying guest (PG)
facility in Delhi.

A Bench said it would
take up the matter on
Thursday after the court-
appointed amicus curiae
sought a time-bound safety
audit of PG facilities, priv-
ate hostels and other ac-
commodations in and
around colleges across Del-
hi. Senior advocate Ajit Ku-
mar Sinha, the court-ap-
pointed amicus curiae,
told the Bench that he had
filed a fresh status report
following the Satya Niketan
building collapse.

The report, he said,
raised “serious concerns”
over existing mechanisms
for inspecting buildings,
identifying dangerous
structures and enforcing
building bylaws.

Plea for transfer to HC

The report was filed in on-
going proceedings arising
from a case in Tamil Nadu
concerning construction in
violation ~ of land-use
norms and building by-
laws. In March, the court
had widened the scope of
the proceedings and
sought information from
civic bodies in several State
capitals, including Luck-
now, Jaipur, Chennai and
Kolkata, and also Delhi, on

PN

:\ 2 5 = el
The amicus curiae sought a audit of PG facilities, private hostels

and other accommodations in Delhi. SHASHI SHEKHAR KASHYAP

action taken against simi-
lar violations.

0On Tuesday, the Bench
of Justices Ahsanuddin
Amanullah and R. Mahade-
van also turned down an
oral request by Solicitor-
General Tushar Mehta, ap-
pearing for the Centre, the
Municipal Corporation of
Delhi (MCD) and the Delhi
Police, to allow the Delhi
High Court to separately
continue hearing a petition
seeking a comprehensive
probe into the Satya Nike-
tan incident. The High
Court had on Monday or-
dered an inquiry into the
tragedy and a safety in-
spection of PG facilities un-
der the MCD’s jurisdiction.

“No. This might have
been taken up in the right
earnest, but it is overlap-
ping. We will take it up. We
already have something in
mind... It has to be on a
pan-India basis,” Justice
Amanullah orally
remarked.

While Mr. Mehta ack-
nowledged that it was a
“horrific” tragedy and that
families were grieving the
loss of lives, particularly of
children, he pointed out
that the High Court was al-
ready cognisant of the inci-
dent and had taken it up

“in the right earnest”. The
Bench, however, said it
would take up the matter
on Thursday and indicated
that it could thereafter con-
sider transferring the pro-
ceedings pending before
the High Court to itself.

Safety audit sought

The latest status report,
filed through advocate-on-
record Govind Jee, pointed
out that while the Supreme
Court had already consti-
tuted a committee to in-
spect buildings in Lajpat
Nagar, Saket, and Malviya
Nagar, Satya Niketan did
not fall within the scope of
the exercise.

It also referred to a
building collapse in Satya
Niketan in April 2022,
which killed two people
and injured four. The re-
currence of a fatal collapse
in the same locality, the re-
port said, raised concerns
over the effectiveness of in-
spection mechanisms.

The report accordingly
urged the court to extend
monitoring across Delhi,
particularly to student ac-
commodation around un-
iversities and colleges.
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Bengal’s BJP leaders oppose appeal
for vegetarian pujo amid Oppn. fire

Ministers Agnimitra Paul, Dilip Ghosh, Tapas Roy defend people’s right to ‘eat what they want’ after clarification by West

Bengal unit chief Samik Bhattacharya; Oppn. takes on BJP over appeal by ‘godman’ to keep meat away during Durga Puja

Shiv Sahay Singh
KOLKATA

everal Ministers and
s senior Bharatiya Ja-

nata Party (BJP) lead-
ers in West Bengal on Tues-
day backed State party
chief Samik Bhattacharya’s
rejection of the appeal by
Bageshwar Dham chief
priest Dhirendra Krishna
Shastri to keep non-vege-
tarian food away from Dur-
ga Puja pandals.

The statements by rul-
ing party leaders, includ-
ing Urban Development
Minister Agnimitra Paul,
Panchayat Minister and
former State unit chief Di-
lip Ghosh, and BJP veteran
and former Tripura Gover-
nor Tathagata Roy, came
on a day when the Opposi-
tion tried to corner the go-
vernment over the issue.

‘CM must clarify’
While the Congress lodged
a police complaint against
Mr. Shastri, Trinamool
Congress MLA  Kunal
Ghosh sought a clarifica-
tion from Chief Minister
Suvendu Adhikari, who
had welcomed Mr. Shastri.
“This is not just a matter
of filing a complaint. The
government is patronising

[ / /|

| AN

Congress activists staging a protest outside the Bhowanipur police
station against ‘godman’ Dhirendra Krishna Shastri on Tuesday. PTI

all this. Friends of this go-
vernment come and insult
Bengal and Bengalis whe-
never they wish,” he said.

CPI(M) leader Bikash
Ranjan Bhattacharya said
the Bageshwar Dham chief
priest was not to be
blamed for the controver-
sy, but those who had invit-
ed him to Bengal.

‘A different culture’

Ms. Paul, the Urban Deve-
lopment Minister, said,
“Our State party president
has clearly said that any

person coming from out-
side will not understand
our culture. In other
States, people have vege-
tarian meals during Durga
Puja. Here, we save money
so that we can have mutton
and fish.”

The former State BJP
president said there is a
tradition of offering animal
sacrifice during Durga Puja
and Kali Puja, and meat is
offered as ‘prasad’. Indus-
tries Minister Tapas Roy
said, “Each religion has its
own rules but people will

eat whatever they want.”
Mr. Shastri’s appeal on
September 6 during his
two-day visit to Kolkata
had prompted criticism of
the BJP, which had sought
to convince the electorate
during the Assembly poll
campaign earlier this year
that it was not in favour of
imposing vegetarianism.

Damage control
On Monday, Mr. Bhatta-
charya attempted damage
control by asserting that
“nobody can ask Bengalis
to give up non-vegetarian
food”. Despite their oppo-
sition to Mr. Shastri’s ap-
peal, none of the BJP lead-
ers have directly criticised
the ‘godman’, saying there
is nothing wrong with pro-
moting vegetarianism.
Sanjeev Sanyal, a mem-
ber of Economic Advisory
Council to the Prime Minis-
ter, also weighed in on the
issue. In an X post on Mon-
day, he stated: “Meat is
core to Shakta Hinduism. It
is offered to Maa Durga
and Maa Kali as part of the
ancient rituals. The prasad
eaten by the devotees on
Navami/Dasami at Durga
Puja is meat. Any interfe-
rence in this sacred ritual
will not be tolerated.”

Congress files
complaints
over Shastri’s
remarks

Shrabana Chatterjee
KOLKATA

Congress leaders in West
Bengal on Tuesday filed
complaints against Dhiren-
dra Krishna Shastri over re-
marks on food habits dur-
ing Durga Puja, alleging
that they had hurt Bengali
sentiments.

South Kolkata District
Congress Committee presi-
dent Pradip Prasad lodged
a complaint at Bhowanipur
police station. Party work-
ers also protested outside
the station demanding an
FIR.

Similar complaints were
filed at Muchipara police
station and, according to
the party, across the State.

“Bengali culture, lifes-
tyle, eating habits, or reli-
gious practices, or who we
believe in, or who we pray
to cannot be dictated by a
godman like him,” said Su-
man Roy Chaudhuri, a se-
nior Congress leader.

One Nation - One Culture
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PAC flags failure to
transfer 39,222 cr.
in cess collections

Sobhana K. Nair
NEW DELHI

The Public Accounts Com-
mittee (PAC) on Tuesday
expressed concern over
the reported failure to
transfer cess and levy col-
lections to designated re-
serve funds, with members
questioning the Union Fi-
nance Ministry’s explana-
tion on the issue and reiter-
ating earlier
recommendations  that
such collections be used
only for the purposes for
which they were raised.

According to an audit
examination for 2024-25,
39,222 crore collected
through various cesses and
levies was not transferred
to four designated reserve
funds during the year. The
findings form part of Para-
graph 3.3.1 of the Comp-
troller and Auditor Gener-
al’s (CAG’s) Report No. 6 of
2026.

According to sources,
PAC chairperson and se-
nior Congress leader K.C.
Venugopal said the issue
had already been flagged
by the committee in its 69™
report, tabled in August
2023. The report had re-
commended scientific as-
sessments of the amount

K.C. Venugopal

and duration of cess collec-
tions, periodic reviews to
evaluate whether intended
objectives had  been
achieved, and regular
crediting of cess proceeds
to reserve funds. Ignoring
the directions of the PAC,
which is a parliamentary
standing committee, con-
stitutes an insult to Parlia-
ment, Mr. Venugopal said.

‘Taken from everyone’
He further argued that cess
collections should be util-
ised for the purposes for
which they are raised and
not to finance the govern-
ment’s budgetary deficit. It
is an amount collected
from everyone, whether
they are income tax payees
or not, from the middle-
class to the poor, Mr. Venu-
gopal pointed out.

YouTube Homework

Other Committies
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PAC (Public Accounts Committee - ek =T |fHid)
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YouTube Homework

Have complete trust in o
®* Space Mission With Other
ISRO: French space agency .

Hemanth C.S.
PARIS

The French space agency
Centre National d’Etudes
Spatiales (CNES) has said
that it is not perturbed
with the back-to-back fai-
lures of the Indian Space
Research  Organisation’s
(ISRO)’s workhorse rocket,
the Polar Satellite Launch
Vehicle (PSLV), and has
complete trust in its Indian
partner.

The PSLV is scheduled
to launch the Indo-French
TRISHNA (Thermal Infra-
Red Imaging Satellite for
High-resolution  Natural
Resource Assessment) mis-
sion next year. It isa collab-
orative endeavour bet-
ween the ISRO and the
CNES.

“There is always a risk
with launches and we
know the risks. You must
trust your partners and

.h" 2 a =

C
cnes

CENTRE NATIONA
OFUDES SPATIALE
|

s :

The ISRO is scheduled to launch
the Indo-French TRISHNA
mission on PSLV next year.

trust is very important in
space cooperation because
we do difficult things to-
gether and to do difficult
things you trust each other.
ISRO is a huge space player
in the world, they know
what to do. So we trust
them for the launch and
the satellite also,” Lionel
Suchet, Chief Operating Of-
ficer, CNES, told The
Hindu.

The PSLV had suffered
two setbacks. On January
12, 2026, the PSLV-C62 mis-
sion carrying the EQS-N1
earth observation satellite
failed to finish its intended
trajectory after an anomaly
was detected during the
end of the third stage of the
launch vehicle. On May 18,
2025, the PSLV-C61 mission
had also failed due to an
anomaly in the third stage
of the rocket.

TRISHNA is engineered
to deliver high spatial and
high temporal resolution
monitoring of earth’s sur-
face temperature, emissivi-
ty, and biophysical and ra-
diation  variables for
surface energy budgeting
at regional to global scale.

(The reporter is in Paris
at the invitation of France’s
Ministry for Europe and
Foreign Affairs to cover the
International Space Sum-
mit)
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From moon’s far side, a satellite to
look for the first radio signal

The 21-cm radio signal emitted by neutral hydrogen is like the proverbial needle in a haystack as it is buried beneath foreground radio emissions thousands of times stronger;
to isolate it and reveal how the first stars and galaxies formed is a great challenge even for advanced platforms like the planned CosmoCube and India’s PRATUSH

Prakash Chandra
KOCHI

osmologists are literally over
the moon at the prospect of
listening to the universe telling
its story like never before.

At the heart of this excitement is a
small satellite named CosmoCube, which
scientists from the Royal Astronomical
Society (RAS) plan to send to the far side
of the moon, which permanently faces
away from the earth.

Expected to be launched before the
end of this decade, CosmoCube will orbit
the moon and use it as a natural shield
from radio interference generated on the
earth.

Two-year mission
The compact satellite will have around
40 minutes on the lunar far side during
its orbit every two hours, when it will be
cut off from all radio noise from the
earth. This is when it can capture
ultra-faint cosmic signals, particularly
one emitted by neutral hydrogen atoms
~ the most abundant element in space.

“While passing behind the moon, the
satellite would listen for an extremely
faint radio ‘whisper” produced by
hydrogen in the very young universe,
before the first stars and galaxies had
fully formed,” Eloy de Lera Acedo, head
of the Radio Astronomy and Cosmology
research group at the University
Cambridge, who is leading the project,
said via email.

A study on the CosmoCube project
was published in Nature Astronomy on
August 14.

The RAS researchers expect the
satellite to gather more than a thousand
hours of data during its two-year
mission.

“During its scientific observations,
CosmoCube would ideally remain
radio-silent while behind the moon, so
that its own communications did not
contaminate the measurement. The
recorded data could then be transmitted
to the earth during a different part of its
orbit,” Dr. de Lera Acedo

“The satellite carries a very sensitive
and rately calibrated radio receiver,
or radiometer, operating at low
frequencies (10-100 MHz) which would
separate the incoming radio waves into
many frequency channels so that
scientists [can] search for the
characteristic fingerprint of early
hydrogen.”

Dark ages

Current models of the universe suggest
that once upon a spacetime, right after
being engendered by the Big Bang, the

First Stars and Reionization Era

- 400 Mdica

Epoch of Relonization Galaxies and Quasers

begin to form - starting
reionczation.

Cosmic dawn: A timeline of the early universe, from the Big Bang to the present. Nasa

universe must have been a very dark
place filled with neutral hydrogen.

‘This inky black period is called the
Cosmic Dark Ages. It stretched from
about 3,80,000 years to around 200
million years after the Big Bang. The first
stars and galaxies were yet to ignite their
nuclear furnaces and switch on the lights
in the universe, ushering in what is
known as the Cosmic Dawn.

Today, we can detect blurred pictures
of that infant universe in the cosmic
microwave background (CMB), the
primaeval radiation emitted shortly after
the Big Bang.

But no one quite understands what
happened during the subsequent Dark
Ages as there is nothing for even the
state-of-the-art instruments of today to
‘see’ of that mysterious era.

In that sense, the story of the universe
would have been left untold at that point
but for a Dutch astronomer, Hendrik
de Hulst. In 1944, Van de Hulst predicted

a rare quantum 1

It meant cosmologists could pick up
the story of the universe again
they had a means to study the Dark Ages,
one of the few periods in cosmic history
that has never been directly observed.

Around 150 million to one billion
years after the Big Bang, light from the
first stars and galaxies split the
ubiquitous neutral hydrogen in the
cosmos into free electrons and protons.

Tl “ra of Reionisation’ lifted the
dark cosmic fog from the universe and
made it transparent, traces of which we
now see as the cosmic microwave
background.

CosmoCube will also help investigate
the Hubble tension: the difference in
results when we measure the expansion
of the universe by studying nearby
celestial systems and the CMB of the
universe.

“CosmoCube would not simply make
another direct measurement of today’s
Hubble constant,” Dr. de Lera Acedo
said. “Instead, it would examine a largely
unexplored period between the CMB
and the formation of the first stars.” This
will help cosmologists test some of the
new-physics explanations proposed for
the Hubble tension, including dark
matter (which does not emit or reflect
light but accounts for more than 80% of
the universe's mass).

“Extraordinary promise’
As Dr. de Lera Acedo put it, “If a model
changes the early expansion history,
introduces an additional radio
background, or allows new interactions
between dark matter and ordinary
matter, it may leave a measurable
signature in the 21-centimetre signal.
CosmoCube could provide an

ind test of such ideas”

phenomenon called a spin-flip transition
that could have prompted the neutral
hydrogen filling the cosmos to emit a
feeble light.

He reckoned that this light could be
detected at a specific wavelength of 21
cm. Unlike visible light, this ancient
radiation, whose corresponding
frequency is 1,420 MHz, penetrates
interstellar dust clouds to bring us
snapshots from the very beginning of
space and time.

(Of course, as the universe expands,
this radiation is stretched to wavelengths
of many metres by the time it reaches
us.)

First lights

In 1951, the U.S. physicists Harold Ewen
and Edward Purcell at Harvard
University observed the 21-cm radiation
for the first time, heralding the age of
spectral-line astronomy.

The 21-cm signal from neutral
hydrogen is like the proverbial needle in
a haystack as it is buried beneath
foreground radio emissions probably
tens of thousands of times stronger.

To isolate it and reveal how the very
first stars and galaxies formed is a
formidable challenge even for advanced
platforms such as CosmoCube and
India’s PRATUSH - a proposed radio
telescope and radiometer in lunar orbit
(its name is short for ‘Probing
ReionisATion of the Universe using Signal
from Hydrogen’).

As Dr. de Lera Acedo said, “That
combination, extraordinary scientific
promise coupled with extraordinary
experimental difficulty, is precisely why
the radio-quiet environment behind the
moon is so valuable.”

(Prakash Chandra is a science writer.
prakashisat@gmail.com)
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Expected to be launched
before the end of this decade,
CosmoCube vill orbit the
moon and use it as a natural
shield from radio interference
generated on the earth

v

The compact satellte will have
around 40 minutes on the
lunar far side during its orbit
every two hours, when it will
be cut off from all radio noise
from the earth

v

CosmoCube wil also help
investigate the Hubble tension:
the difference in results when
we measure the expansion of
the universe by studying
nearby celestial systems and
the cosmic microwave
background of the early
universe
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COSMOSCUBE 3R PRATUSH fave

g HT & WA st 31 @ {5 (Astronomy) 3T fafeet fagm
(Space Science) Q@W@Wi ST STRITS hl Seqfe 3T
STEATCT AT o6 AT T ST ol oh o1 Feire ot <1 & 2

. PRATUSH ()

T ATH: PRATUSH (Probing ReionizatioN of the Universe using
Signal from Hydrogen)

AT §: I Th TIH-o%E LA CATEhid (High-Resolution Radio
Telescope) THRI 21 $EehT H&T 3e3d F&l(S % 'STeh T’ (Dark Ages)
3R " iftHeR A (Cosmic Dawn) %W%’E@Wﬁ'ﬁ@ﬁ%‘ﬁ 3Afd-
ey 21-0ft Y dohat (21-cm Signal) T 9AT ST 2, ST STalie | uget
AR 3 ATHIIATTSAT BT AT ST [ AT Tl

I AT T & 38 W e 21292 (RRI, STeT6) SR AT SHafet
IFTHIH T (ISRO) 3 T&ANT § forshfér ST Henfora foram ST et 2
e AT EIT: T 2028-2029 F STTHUTY Ti=al hi hT ASHT 21 T =FHT
3t el (Lunar Orbit) 3T <IgHT % qat e (Far side of the Moon) 9T
i fopa e anfer gedlt & amgred iR Xfedt SEa&T (Radio
Interference) T =T ST Hoh|

. COSMOSCUBE (shiHHTHI)
T §: IE T FEHE (CubeSat) STTETNG BreT Aafer Sefieenia fime
2| 918 7T ®9 ¥ PRATUSH T %1 U Tersaeieh/Senfireht
TeyiR (Pathfinder/Technology Demonstrator) HEGEISRR]
JHANE o Sigg Tid SATATEReT H SRt 2 1 -8 et st @eleh ST ST

S et Toreraell derdient o1 9eqor ST 2|
I T @1 §: 30 &1 ®9 8 RRI (WA fo=t $&iede) i
ISRO 3 AT+ T TNYehd! fHeTehl dI L & 2

S AT BI: TH PRATUSH ¥ U2t Uah B {9 o ®9 & 2025
2026 hT FHATATY o SR gealt 3t =l s&m (Low Earth Orbit -
LEO) ¥ &i==I forT ST st S1amT B




a2y

(N

Perilous retreat

Gram sabhas must have a veto on issues

relating to tribal land
T ribal organisations should recognise the

Indian state’s attempt to lower the legal
barriers erected by the Forest Rights Act
(FRA) as a threat to their survival. The Committee
on Public Undertakings’ suggestion that a project
require the consent of only most, rather than all,
gram sabhas affected by that project, as the FRA
intends in spirit, portends a significant jurispru-
dential change. A regime that deems the acquies-
cence of 70%-75% of affected gram sabhas to suf-
fice will reduce gram sabhas from democratic
bodies protecting the constitutional rights of its
specific inhabitants to corporate stakeholders. If
the rule enters force, a project developer may by-
pass the consent of a village located directly with-
in a proposed reservoir, say, while ensuring that
less affected villages have provided their no-ob-
jection certificates. The matter is of a piece with
the political fight over classifying tribal commun-
ities: by altering the demographic composition of
who qualifies as a community member, the state
will have an easier time splitting a village assemb-
ly and engineering consent. The refusal of the
Tribal Affairs Ministry to claim jurisdiction over
this issue creates a dangerous regulatory vacuum
that leaves the Centre and State governments un-
checked to rewrite the rules by which forested
land is diverted for non-forest use. While the FRA
does not include a clause requiring a no-objec-
tion certificate from every affected gram sabha, it
is untrue that there is at present no legal require-
ment that gram sabha decisions can be bypassed.
The government has been rapidly scaling up
energy infrastructure, including the long-stalled
Teesta-IV project, to meet macroeconomic goals
while, in a previous avatar, having passed the
FRA to undo “historical injustices” meted out to
forest-dependent communities. But the path the
state seems willing to pursue, hewing to the no-
tion that the consent requirement was never part
of the FRA, is plainly ignoble. If the Environment
Ministry entertains the idea, it must change the
relevant rules or legislation openly and demo-
cratically. The Tribal Affairs Ministry resorting to
a technicality, between the FRA and the Environ-
ment Ministry’s rules, to recuse itself is hardly
better as the bureaucratic manoeuvre could strip
forest-dependent communities of their most po-
tent legal instrument. The foundation of these
communities’ livelihoods, culture, identity, and
political autonomy is land, so they have fought to
resist displacement and dispossession and to se-
cure customary collective ownership. In recogni-
tion of the social and environment services ST
communities continue to render in India and
their contribution to national development, in-
cluding helping meet India’s climate commit-
ments, the Centre and States must also streng-
then the powers conferred by the Land
Acquisition, Rehabilitation and Resettlement and
Panchayats (Extension to Scheduled Areas) Acts
to gram sabhas in Scheduled Areas.

Forest Rights Act 2006
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India-Japan defence cooperation breaks new ground

Minister Shinjiro Koizumi to India marks

an important moment in the evolution of
a partnership that has often been more
developed institutionally than operationally. The
agreements that were announced suggest that
New Delhi and Tokyo are now attempting to
connect these disparate strands into a more
coherent security relationship, having spent more
than a decade building the institutional
vocabulary of defence cooperation through
annual dialogues, the 2+2 mechanism, exercises,
logistics arrangements and defence technology
discussions.

T he August 2026 visit of Japan’s Defence

Convergence into operational capability
This matters because the India-Japan defence
relationship has reached a stage where additional
declarations of strategic convergence have
diminishing returns. Both countries already share
concerns about coercive attempts to alter the
status quo, the security of maritime commons
and the growing militarisation of the Indo-Pacific.
The challenge has been translating these
convergences into arrangements that improve
their ability to operate together. The new
maritime framework seeks to address this issue.

The emphasis on information sharing and
Maritime Domain Awareness is significant as
India and Japan occupy critical positions at
opposite ends of the Indo-Pacific’s principal
maritime theatre. Japan’s immediate security
concerns are concentrated in the East China Sea
and the waters surrounding Taiwan, while India’s
geographical position gives it a central role in the
Indian Ocean maritime space. A closer
information-sharing architecture could gradually
create a more continuous strategic picture across
these interconnected maritime spaces. The
objective is to develop greater awareness,
interoperability, and operational familiarity
between the two major maritime powers.

The discussions on naval shipbuilding may
prove equally important with an exploration of
joint development in naval shipbuilding and

Harsh V. Pant

Vice-President at the
Observer Research
Foundation

Pratnashree Basu

Associate Fellow -
Indo-Pacific

at the Observer
Research Foundation

India and Japan
are advancing a
broader
Indo-Pacific
partnership
beyond
China-centric
security
concerns

design by combining Japanese technological
expertise with Indian production capabilities.
There was also agreement to deepen discussions
on Japar’s use of Indian production capabilities
under the ‘Make in India’ framework and to move
towards reciprocal arrangements for ship repair
facilities. This could address a long-standing
weakness in the bilateral relationship by giving a
fillip to defence-industrial cooperation, which has
consistently lagged behind strategic and political
convergence.

The proposed transfer of Japan’s UNICORN
integrated communications antenna system
remains the most visible symbol of this effort.
While the Japanese Ministry of Defence describes
UNICORN as the first defence equipment transfer
project between the two countries, the project
itself is not new. A memorandum of
understanding for the co-development of
UNICORN masts, involving Bharat Electronics
Limited, was signed in November 2024. The
August meeting therefore represented a further
step towards implementation rather than the
initiation of a new project. New Delhi and Tokyo
have struggled to convert their 2015 agreement
on defence equipment and technology transfer
into concrete outcomes. The commitment now to
early implementation, alongside plans to deepen
cooperation between India’s Defence Research
and Development Organisation and Japan’s
Acquisition, Technology and Logistics Agency,
suggests a recognition that credibility today
depends on delivering projects rather than solely
identifying possibilities.

On exercises

Japan’s fighter aircraft are participating in the
Veer Guardian exercise in India (September 9-22,
2026) for the first time. The two sides have
agreed to increase the complexity of bilateral
exercises, integrate unmanned systems and
explore exercises organised at short notice. They
also discussed cooperation between special
operations forces and India’s future integrated
theatre commands. These initiatives point

towards a defence relationship increasingly
concerned with operational preparedness.

Before travelling to New Delhi, Mr. Koizumi
visited the Western Naval Command in Mumbai
and INS Chennai. His visit thus extended beyond
the familiar strategic geography of the Bay of
Bengal and the Strait of Malacca. The western
seaboard is central to India’s wider maritime
interests, encompassing critical sea lanes, energy
flows and India’s growing responsibilities in the
western Indian Ocean.

The broader regional context is impossible to
ignore. The joint statement reiterated opposition
to unilateral actions that impede freedom of
navigation or seek to alter the status quo through
force or coercion. Neither country needed to
name China for the strategic message to be clear.
Yet, the significance of India-Japan cooperation
lies precisely in its ability to move beyond a
China-centric agenda. Maritime security, resilient
supply chains, defence industrial capacity,
logistics and third-country cooperation are all
becoming components of a wider regional
security architecture.

Building a more resilient partnership

The visit also plugs into a broader moment of
impetus in India-Japan relations. Coming soon
after the July 2026 Annual Summit, which
expanded cooperation across economic security,
critical technologies and resilient supply chains,
the defence ministerial engagement
demonstrates that security is increasingly
intertwined with the wider strategic partnership.
Defence cooperation can provide the connective
tissue between these agendas, linking India’s
industrial capabilities and Japan’s technological
strengths while reinforcing their shared interest
in shaping a more resilient Indo-Pacific. The real
test will now be implementation. India and Japan
are building the strategic foundations, with Mr.
Koizumi’s visit suggesting that both are finally
beginning to focus on the harder task, which is
converting strategic convergence into usable
capability.
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Notebook makers
seek govt. aid to avert
‘existential crisis’

‘Duty-free import of low-cost notebooks from ASEAN region, unintended

consequences of GST rate revisions last year are hurting the sector’

T.C.A. Sharad Raghavan
NEW DELHI

he All India Note-
I book Manufactur-
ers Association has

appealed to the govern-
ment for support to pre-
vent the domestic note-
book industry from facing
an “existential crisis.”

In its letter to Com-
merce and Industry Minis-
ter Piyush Goyal, the asso-
ciation said the crisis had
been triggered by two de-
velopments: India’s free
trade agreement (FTA)
with Southeast Asian coun-
tries and the government’s
revision of Goods and Ser-
vices Tax (GST) rates in
September 2025.

As a solution, the Asso-
ciation has proposed that
the Government introduce
a Minimum Import Price
(MIP) for notebooks, in-
itiate anti-dumping investi-
gations into notebook im-
ports from Indonesia,
streamline export refund
mechanisms, and investi-
gate alleged anti-profiteer-
ing by domestic paper
mills. It said these mea-
sures are essential to aid in
the survival of the domes-
tic industry, which it added
comprised 1,500 units
across the country, and
employed 1.25 lakh people.

“The most immediate
threat to the survival of the
domestic notebook manu-
facturing sector is the im-
port of low-cost finished

Fair pricing: It has been proposed that a Minimum Import Price be
introduced for notebooks. K.K. MUSTAFAH

notebooks from the Asso-
ciation of Southeast Asian
Nations (ASEAN) region,”
the association said in its
letter, reviewed by The Hin-
du. “The current interna-
tional trade agreements,
coupled with domestic tax
rationalisation efforts has
inadvertently constructed
a highly asymmetrical
trading environment that
actively penalises domestic
production while incenti-
vising imports,” it added.
Under the current
ASEAN FTA, imports of fin-
ished paper products, in-
cluding exercise books,
graph books and laborato-
Ty notebooks are permit-
ted to enter the Indian
market free of Basic Cus-
toms Duty (BCD) from
countries such as Indone-
sia, Thailand, and Malay-
sia. “While Free Trade
Agreements are funda-
mentally designed to foster
reciprocal and equitable
trade, the specific situation
of the global paper indus-
try has allowed Southeast

Asian nations, particularly
Indonesia, to heavily ex-
ploit this specific tariff
line,” the letter said.

It added that Indonesian
paper manufacturers be-
nefit from economies of
scale, state-subsidised for-
estry programmes, and
highly vertically integrated
supply chains that extend
from pulp extraction to the
final assembly of finished
notebooks.

“This structural disad-
vantage was further wor-
sened after the 56th GST
Council meeting,” the let-
ter went on to say. “In a
well-intentioned effort to
support the education sec-
tor and reduce the finan-
cial burden on students,
the Government revised
the GST structure for exer-
cise books and notebooks
from 12% to a Nil rate (fully
exempt).”

However, this resulted
in an inverted duty struc-
ture that added to domes-
tic notebook manufactur-
ers’ costs.
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Saudi oil facilities on fire after Houthi attacks

Associated Press
CAIRO

The Houthi rebel group in
Yemen launched a wave of
attacks on Saudi Arabia on
Tuesday, wounding more
than 70 people and ignit-
ing fires at oil facilities and
utilities in the kingdom,
authorities said.

Weeks of clashes have
added pressure to limited
global oil supplies as the
Houthis target a shipping
route Saudi Arabia has
used to transport oil to
world markets while the
Strait of Hormuz is throt-
tled by the U.S.-Iran war.
Tuesday’s attacks hit Saudi
oil facilities connected to
an alternative route, the
Bab el-Mandeb, a strategic
waterway off the southern
tip of the Arabian Peninsu-
la that connects the Red
Sea to the Gulf of Aden.

Smoke rising from the Saudi Aramco oil depot, after reported

attacks by Houthis, in Abha Bulk, Saudi Arabia, on Tuesday. REUTERS

The attacks came hours
after the rebels blamed
Saudi Arabia for an air
strike that hit a prison in
Yemen’s northern pro-
vince of Jawf. At least seven
people, including a child,
were killed and seven oth-
ers were wounded.

The rebels hit “civilian
and economic facilities” in
the Saudi cities of Abha, Ja-

zan, Najran and Khamis
Mushait, said Major Gener-
al Turki al-Malki, a spokes-
person for the Saudi-led
coalition  fighting  in
Yemen.

Seventy-three  people
were wounded, including
women and children, he
said, calling the attacks a
“serious escalation” and
vowing retaliation.

The Houthi attacks ignit-
ed fires at several oil facili-
ties and utilities in Saudi
Arabia’s southern region,
the kingdom’s Energy Mi-
nistry said, adding that op-
erations at the oil facilities
and utilities were tempora-
rily suspended.

The southern region
houses major oil facilities,
including a 4,00,000-bar-
rel-per-day oil refinery in
Jazan, which is one of Sau-
di Arabia’s largest. The
Houthis previously at-
tacked the Abha airport.

The Ministry said fire-
fighters were battling the
fires on Tuesday morning.

Saudi retaliation

Later, the Houthis said
Saudi Arabia retaliated
with strikes. “Saudi aggres-
sion” hit Taiz province,
where deadly fighting has
raged for days, and Marib

province, the Houthis” Al-
masirah TV station said.

In a recorded video
statement, Brig. Gen. Ya-
hya Saree, the Houthis mil-
itary spokesman, said they
fired dozens of ballistic
missiles and drones at oil
and economic facilities, as
well as an air base in south-
ern Saudi Arabia.

He said they targeted Ja-
zan City for Primary and
Downstream Industries, a
major industrial and logis-
tics hub on Saudi Arabia’s
southwestern Red Sea
coast. The rebels also
aimed at Aramco facilities
in Najran and Abha, as well
as King Khalid Air Base in
Khamis Mushait.

Mr. Saree blamed Saudi
Arabia for the escalation,
warning that “every ag-
gression against our coun-
try and people will be met
with a firm response.”
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Russia welcomes India’s
efforts to end Ukraine war

Both India and Russia want peaceful end to the war that has gone on for four-and-a-half years,

says Kremlin spokesperson, adding Indian citizens deployed on the frontline will be sent back

Kallol Bhattacherjee
NEW DELHI

week after Prime
AMinister Narendra
Modi reiterated his

call for an end to the long-
running  Ukraine-Russia
war on the sidelines of the
SCO summit, Kremlin spo-
kesperson Dmitry Peskov
in a virtual press interac-
tion with the Indian media
said on Tuesday that both
India and Russia want a
peaceful end to the war
that has continued for
more than four-and-a-half
years.

Mr. Peskov gave a posi-
tive outlook of the upcom-
ing BRICS summit in India
on September 12 and 13
and announced that Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin will
hold talks with Prime Mi-
nister Modi ahead of the
summit on September 11.

Welcoming India’s con-
tribution to end the war, he
said: “We know the posi-
tion of India on the Ukrai-
nian conflict, and to a great
extent, it corresponds with
our own position, because
we do want the solution to
the Ukrainian conflict by

Boosting ties: Narendra Modi and Vladimir Putin will hold talks
ahead of the BRICS summit in New Delhi. FILE PHOTO

peaceful means, and Rus-
sia is open to this process.”

Mr. Peskov added: “We
welcome the willingness of
the Indian side to
contribute.”

He noted that there are
Indian citizens who are on
the frontlines in Ukraine,
saying that Russia has
asked for a list of such indi-
viduals who India claims
were fraudulently lured to
fight in Ukraine on Russia’s
behalf. “They will be sent
back,” said Mr. Peskov.

The External Affairs Mi-
nistry on Tuesday said
there are 24 Indian citizens

who continue to remain de-
ployed in Russian forces
and are engaged in
frontline.

Mr. Peskov said Mr. Modi
and Mr. Putin will meet
ahead of the BRICS sum-
mit, and added: “Like al-
ways, they will touch on
the bilateral agenda. Trade
and economic cooperation
have a very wide scope.”

He referred to the chal-
lenges of sanctions from
the U.S. for Indian energy
purchase from Russia and
said, “You know that lots of
issues cannot be discussed
publicly, having some un-

friendly countries that are
trying to put obstacles in
the way of further develop-
ment of our cooperation.
So it is being discussed dis-
creetly, but in a very, very
constructive manner.”

India has been arguing
that purchase of Russian oil
is a policy that is taken
keeping in mind domestic
energy requirements. Mr.
Peskov exuded confidence
about increase in the bilat-
eral energy trade and said,
“I won’t give you a figure.
Every month, we have a
new record.”

On the expectations and
challenges before the
BRICS summit that will be
chaired by India this time,
Mr. Peskov said BRICS is
not “anti-western” and that
it is a grouping of countries
who share an outlook.

Earlier in May 2026,
strong differences between
Iran and the UAE had pre-
vented the BRICS Foreign
Ministers meeting from
coming out with a joint
statement and there are lin-
gering feelings that these
differences could hamper a
joint statement at the sum-
mit as well.
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India takes up ‘anomalies’
in new UN world map
with officials concerned

Kallol Bhattacherjee
NEW DELHI

The External Affairs Minis-
try said on Tuesday that it
has taken up the “anoma-
lies” in the world map,
used extensively in the Un-
ited Nations General As-
sembly during the discus-
sion on the India-backed
“Correct the Map” resolu-
tion, with the persons con-
cerned. The map depicted
India’s Arunachal Pradesh
and Aksai Chin as distinct
regions caught between
unspecified Indian and
Chinese claim lines.

In the Ministry’s bi-
weekly briefing, spokes-
person Randhir Jaiswal
reiterated that India had
voted for the principle be-
hind the “Correct the Map”
resolution but had not en-
dorsed any map. The reso-
lution seeks to correct dis-
tortions in commonly used
world maps, “which are
seen as misrepresenting
the relative size of conti-
nents and contribute to a
diminished perception of
Africa and other equatorial
regions”, as per the UN.

The Hindu reported on
Tuesday that the map re-
leased on July 1 by UN Ge-
ospatial, and which re-
mains on the UN

Q We have endorsed the
principle of equalising
maps, but not of any map. There
may be maps for consultation.
We have taken up the anomalies
with the persons concerned

RANDHIR JAISWAL
Spokesperson,
External Affairs Ministry

Geospatial website, did not
use the traditional UN car-
tographical markers like
“Indian line” and “Chinese
line” while demarcating
Arunachal Pradesh and Ak-
sai Chin, thereby creating
ambiguity regarding the
status of the two regions.

The map showed the
Line of Control between
India and Pakistan in Jam-
mu and Kashmir as a dot-
ted line and gave an expla-
nation for it.

However, it did not give
explanations for not clear-
ly specifying the Chinese
and Indian claim lines in
Arunachal Pradesh and Ak-
sai Chin as the UN had
done in previously pu-
blished maps.

India’s stance

Responding to a question
on this, Mr. Jaiswal said,
“We have endorsed the
principle of equalising

maps, but not of any map.
There may be maps for
consultation. We have ta-
ken up the anomalies with
the concerned persons”.

“India voted in favour of
the resolution and has is-
sued its clarification there.
The UN has not endorsed
any map,” said Mr. Jaiswal.

The “Correct the Map”
resolution was passed on
September 4.

Following the passing of
the resolution, Mr. Jaiswal
had said on Sunday that In-
dia had voted in favour of
the “underlying principle
of promoting equal-area
cartographic representa-
tion”, adding, “India’s so-
vereign territory, including
the Union Territories of
Jammu and Kashmir and
Ladakh, must be depicted
in accordance with India’s
official map. Any inaccu-
rate or misleading depic-
tion is unacceptable.”
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UK. govt. bans trade with illegal
Israeli settlements in West Bank

France, Canada join the British administration in ban; UK. says the move is to keep alive possibility of a ‘two State solution’;
Israeli President said the decision would fall ‘'on the wrong side of history’; British consulate in Jerusalem to be shut down

Sriram Lakshman
LONDON

or one of its first fo-
F reign policy moves,
the administration
of U.K. Prime Minister An-
dy Burnham has an-
nounced a ban on trade
with illegal Israeli settle-
ments in the West Bank.
France and Canada joined
the U.K. in its move.
Together these three
countries issued a joint
statement with Denmark,
Finland, Iceland, Ireland,
Norway, Poland, Portugal,
Spain and Sweden con-
firming their intention to
introduce new restrictions
on trade with illegal settle-
ments.
Some of these countries

have already sanctioned
trade with illegal West

Bank settlements and
some have sanctions in
process.

The UK. government
has said the move is to
keep alive the possibility of
a ‘two State solution’. Brit-
ish Foreign Secretary Ed
Miliband told the UK.
House of Commons that
Canada and France have
joined the U.K. in banning
such trade. The British go-
vernment position was
that settlers in the West
Bank had engaged in eth-
nic cleansing, Mr. Miliband
said.

He added that a new
sanctions regime on illegal
settlements would be in
place within six to nine

Ed Miliband

months. The sanctions
would also include con-
struction, infrastructure fi-
nancing and real estate
companies that assist in
settlements. Mr. Miliband
announced that the official
view of the British govern-
ment was that the settle-

ments were unlawful, as he
called out settler violence
and the record number of
settlements built under the
government of Israeli
Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu over the last
four years.

Mr. Miliband said the
U.K. continued to support
trade with ‘Green Line Is-
rael’ and warned against
anti-Semitism in Britain.

The economic impact of
the sanctions, however, is
likely to be minimal. Only a
small proportion of the
$8.12 billion in bilateral
trade between the U.K. and
Israel originates in the
West Bank.

Israel had issued ten-
ders for 1,200 settlements
in the so-called El area,

east of Jerusalem. Such a
settlement would split the
West Bank into two parts,
making a contiguous Pales-
tinian state virtually impos-
sible. East Jerusalem and
the West Bank are consi-
dered occupied territory
under international law.

Israeli President said the
UK. decision would fall
“on the wrong side of his-
tory” as he accused the
U.K. of interference in the
upcoming Knesset elec-
tions. The British consulate
in Jerusalem would be shut
down, Israeli Foreign Mi-
nister Gideon Sa’ar said.

U.S. Ambassador to Is-
rael Mike Huckabee called
the move an “irrational ac-
tion” in a BBC Radio 4
interview.
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Navy chief to visit
Australia and New
Zealand from today

Saurabh Trivedi
NEW DELHI

Chief of Naval Staff (CNS)
Admiral Krishna Swami-
nathan will undertake an
official visit to Australia
and New Zealand begin-
ning Wednesday aimed at
further strengthening In-
dia’s bilateral naval cooper-
ation with the Royal Aus-
tralian Navy (RAN) and the
Royal New Zealand Navy
(RNZN).

According to the Indian
Navy, during his visit to
Australia, Admiral Swami-
nathan will hold discus-
sions with Vice Admiral
Matthew Buckley, Chief of
Navy of the Royal Austra-
lian Navy, and engage with
Australia’s defence leader-
ship, including Admiral
Mark Hammond, Chief of
the Defence Force, and
Vice Admiral Justin Jones,
Commander Joint
Operations.

The Navy chief’s visit
comes amid growing mo-
mentum in India-Australia
relations following the
Third India-Australia An-
nual Summit held in July
2026 and the Second India-
Australia Defence Minis-
ters’ Dialogue in June.

Expanding ties
The two countries have

steadily expanded defence
and security cooperation,
particularly in maritime se-
curity and regional engage-
ment.

The CNS’s discussions
are expected to review on-
going naval cooperation
and explore ways to en-
hance operational interac-
tion, interoperability, in-
formation sharing, training
and professional exchang-
es between the Indian Na-
vy and the Royal Australian
Navy.

In New Zealand, the Na-
val Chief will meet Rear Ad-
miral Garin Golding, Chief
of Navy of the Royal New
Zealand Navy, and engage
with senior New Zealand
defence leadership.

The visit follows re-
newed momentum in In-
dia-New Zealand ties after
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi visited New Zealand
in July 2026, during which
the two countries elevated
their relationship to a Stra-
tegic Partnership and
agreed to deepen coopera-
tion in several areas, in-
cluding defence and mari-
time security.

The Navy chief’s visit to
the two countries under-
scores India’s growing mar-
itime engagement with
Australia and New
Zealand.
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Vinai Kumar Saxena

Murmu gives
Ladakh L-G
additional
charge of J&K

The Hindu Bureau
SRINAGAR

President Droupadi Mur-
mu on Tuesday granted La-
dakh Lieutenant-Governor
Vinai Kumar Saxena the
additional charge of Jam-
mu and Kashmir, ahead of
the oath-taking ceremony
of the new Chief Justice of
the High Court of J&K and
Ladakh.

“The  President is
pleased to appoint Mr. Sax-
ena, Lt. Governor of La-
dakh to discharge the func-
tions of the Lt. Governor of
Jammu and Kashmir, in ad-
dition to his duties, during
the absence, on leave, of
Manoj Sinha, Lt. Governor
of J&K,” a statement said.

Mr. Saxena is likely to
administer the oath of of-
fice to Justice Pushpendra
Singh Bhati as the new
Chief Justice of the High
Court of J&K and Ladakh
on Wednesday.
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Addressed the Global FinTech Fest 2026 in Mumbai.

Spoke about India’s remarkable FinTech journey and the
success of UPI.

Called for:

Expanding UPI's global footprint.
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