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Stem cell therapy for autismonly
in approved clinical trials: Centre

Bindu Shajan Perappadan
NEW DELHI
mercial clinical services,

gqu@ =
D i,

should not be provided as




16 fads 2026 1 5 TR Ud IR FHeTT HATed

(Union Health Ministry) & &H el AT (Stem Cell Therapy) D
3R fo9y &0 ¥ aiTfew Tuaew fEW3iTET (Autism Spectrum A
Disorder - ASD) % ITST &l St @1 T=AT 311 g Ifad

TNl & foTu ueh T9y vEaret (&m-ﬁ&ymﬁ%l
i

uey e AR fRen-fd:

EA/FATIIA TATH UL TEd UTaal: hg GLhE 4 9% fHar 8
for 31TfesH o 3ot o foTu w20 Ot Ut st 9T=T (Routine) AT
FHITIE edHTe T qTe ¥ Ufcsiferd 21

A S Taeafenet Zraet hi gorTara: 3ifesH & fog w2
el AT T IYINT ShaleT Fal STEIAT AT WL o Tohd &, Sk
ury faferad &iiehd (Duly approved) f&ﬁﬁ'ﬂﬁ;ﬂ'ﬁ (Clinical
Trials)?ﬁ Wﬁ%l




* v 3T THTIOTERAT (Safety & Efficacy): ST T el
& fop aifesn o sarst o w20 get St & g ST gee
STRT 37T qa‘mésrrﬁmuag (Scientific Evidence) &l 2l

* ATl AR TeFerient av AT Tsai 1 fHesr feom man
& fop o fom srmfa siifesw an s i sfiwfat & forg
N U UL T ET FH Tl 3 SATS HH dTed =i
ATl o foreafent W aed T T 3R FHaTs F:i




%3 TR BT 16 Fader 2026 1 ST 31 T8 I8 veaTssil gym
e & UfdeTiires eet o e |y gfon 2|

Yt i w1 0T (30-31 TS 2026)

72 T YT AT 2T U =T FATH WA W' (Yash
Charitable Trust & Ors. v. Union of India) JTehT 9T 3711
ofT| ST 3TeTeTd o 3iTfesH o ot ©n ¥t 9t o Fadras
JUINT 9T quf e T B Frferiaa g fadsr fau o
FTATIOTA FATSH AT A& 1: GfH H1e 4 7T o6 Azre 3
fefrcaehia ®a @ fag gu fomm sHifesn St feufa % forg @ aa
o} i T "FeAIfehet Gfdd’ (SATST) o ®9 H AT =T ST HohdT|
Standard of Care T Iecd-: ﬁqTQ'{e_clTH'{&iT 3 AW =+
mmwmwmmmmm
(Medical Ethics) 3 'Standard of Care' 3T HTIT 3ecied 2l
[EA HIATS o ATSI: IS o el foh ST Sl AT AT UdT
T, 39 I Medical Misconduct (‘?ﬁﬁa'{ ATIETEl/FHaT=) £
aed FIATs 2t T 3TehT ATSHH T foraT i dehar 2|
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e & UfdeTiires eet o e |y gfon 2|

Yt i w1 0T (30-31 TS 2026)

72 T YT AT 2T U =T FATH WA W' (Yash
Charitable Trust & Ors. v. Union of India) JTehT 9T 3711
ofT| ST 3TeTeTd o 3iTfesH o ot ©n ¥t 9t o Fadras
JUINT 9T quf e T B Frferiaa g fadsr fau o
FTATIOTA FATSH AT A& 1: GfH H1e 4 7T o6 Azre 3
fefrcaehia ®a @ fag gu fomm sHifesn St feufa % forg @ aa
o} i T "FeAIfehet Gfdd’ (SATST) o ®9 H AT =T ST HohdT|
Standard of Care T Iecd-: ﬁqTQ'{e_clTH'{&iT 3 AW =+
mmwmwmmmmm
(Medical Ethics) 3 'Standard of Care' 3T HTIT 3ecied 2l
[EA HIATS o ATSI: IS o el foh ST Sl AT AT UdT
T, 39 I Medical Misconduct (‘?ﬁﬁa'{ ATIETEl/FHaT=) £
aed FIATs 2t T 3TehT ATSHH T foraT i dehar 2|




*  FeAlHehel GEeieeTyTHE (TRTECYA U WIEv) Tae, 2010 HRd #hT
g7 2 & aft FerfsreaT G 39 A T defie F, I Fer
(Regulation) 3R ~J4dH AT (Minimum Standards) T FAF f?fQFﬂT[\
ERIRRINEE R EIE LR

BLICELES)

* AdH AT (Minimum Standards): JETATA! 3R FeAifehT 5
ST, 2T, IUSHT ST GIaenstl & fofu =HaH H1e 7 1

* ST STaeIl/FATTART UL ITTH: =T AaT & SATST i ared ArT
(Quacks) 3T 3739 FATaRT i sig FHATI

. m:mmﬁﬁmatcs)@?ﬁﬁﬁmgﬁmﬁﬁ
S HTEsT e T




*  FeAlHehel TEETeeTITHE U, 2010 & a8 H&T 1 8l¥a1 (Legal
Tool) 2 forae siftu &z wtr Fit 16 fadsw 2026 Fi veargsi ﬂtw
e o HHCT i ST T T AR FHAT S T 2

* S EH o e T Hn dey e feige & wwE S as e

v
1. Eﬁﬁcf-ﬁ ATIHR 3 FrET-=aa4 (Legal Basis for Implementation)

o FZ GHN (FETE HATd) shael Afaar 3T 291 341 gendt 21 wAfer
IEIATAT 3T FATehT T FTHHT T 9T =5 3 31 g = 1 ATFR
=41 &l District Registering Authority % UTH BIT &, ST 39 Ua o6 C,b "
a%ﬁaﬂ%lmaﬁrwﬁﬁm@rwaﬁmﬁwuﬁmnaﬁﬁ/ :
T & {92 I8 uae 39 2 / (R

2. rﬁ@mmmﬁ ol 91T (Cancellation of Registration)

o g HE (30 SHAL 2026) IR HET TR HAE o HEwET, 7fe
IS FETATE AT Fefifreh 31T % garrst & forw srferara o samaranfaes
B ¥ H UoT ST sI=dT ITAT ST €, df 369 U shi ST 32 3 40
(Sections 32 & 40) T ITANT fehar STUm|

o HTATS: 3G Feltfeh 1 SrETATer LI qid T L fan sem gwpda w
q FflﬁT (Penalty) <I7TTET STUIT)




TR OdrerT (Prelims) T4

T 1. ©H T (Stem Cells) ﬁmﬁgﬁﬁm%a’aﬁﬁ

FAeateriRaa syt @ fe=m Hifs:

1. ﬁmﬁmmﬁnéﬂﬁamm%cm%m
aTfesH gy feasiiet (ASD) & forg wew at odt =1 ush
HTFsh 399 (Standard Treatment) %Wﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ’@%l

2. |, Feiichet wefeeterie (g de UIeeH) T, 2010 Fad
G & 3 TEqTe] 9 AT erane; sl sreqaret o =&l

3, EH U Gl 1 IUFNT haet I8 GEAH ATfSH % forw o wehd

%Wﬁ;ﬁﬁﬂﬁ%dmiﬁ Fufd 21

ITATH HAAT W H HH-H1/H TE /82 T THET (Mains) 92

el | 3T 2
iB. et 3 }- ’
C. dhad 2 3R 3
D. 1,23R3

"YRd H feferean TienfifeEal | &9 9 9l) %
@i fam 3R 37% =AEaias® gEEn & e
HqeH M1 T G181 gHId1 a4 711 81 &7 & § g

FIE & fAvia] 3 F5 @R F Rl & e 7,
FeftHabel TRfsciorde wae, 2010 #1 HHF F
HHTAIATHE Hediah o) "

(15 37 / 250 ¥T=3)
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What is the Uniform Civil Code debate 0
How are personal s governed today? What does the Constitution say about a UDOC? What are the anguments in Ewour of a UOC? What are the arnguments

against? How could a UCC guarantee equal women's righes? What alternative has been proposed?

EXPLAINER minocicies, s discriminmatory THE GIST
What can be the way forward?
Rangarajan R, The most Impartant reason to reformevil ¥
Lrws is to ersure equal rights for women 1), o Cra Code (UCC)
The story so far: in matters of marriage, divorce, would replace refigion-based
nion Home Minister Amic Shah maintenance, and inheritance. The right personal Laws goverming
has indicated that the Uniform o relighon under Article 25 is subgect 1o matters such 35 marmiage.
Civil Code (UOC) woulkl be constitutional moralinty and other dvorce and inhentance with a
mplemented m all 21 fundamental rights, including equality. In -~ common set of secular laws
NDWruled States by 2029, Uttarakhand Section 6A of the Qrizenship Act, 955
has had a UCC in force smoe January (2024) case, the Supreme Court hekd that v
2028, while UCC bills passed by the practices such as casteism and gender Supporters argue that & would
legehatures of Assam, Gujarat and discrimination, which run against the promaote secularsm, national
Madbhwa Pradesh are awaiting Presidential spirit of the Constituion, would not ntegravon and gender justice,

assent receive protection under Article 29 Thus,  while critics poant 1o possble

cowll a. T N P R—



QHT AT, H@igar (Umform Civil Code - UCC) ferare

——1“..‘1‘ H W
1. 379 @<k <kl f2afd (The Story So Far)

V%ﬁmﬁm% 21 T
3T TS AN L e e ERUBEASIBIERT:
*  IAUEE H SHE 2025 § UCC TIpA &1 T Spt 1rsi R qitery: gierd gde

ge3T ot feremramst gry aifed UCC fe rrgqi%rﬁwﬁr i

(Presidential Assent) 3T 3ASTI Y 2l
Y HeTferd i 22 A

m%m@wmaﬁm (UCC) Gﬁﬁiﬁmy(
SATE 4 v

*  WISTERI T ANTER HTA: WId H 19T T (Criminal
Laws) 3R ™ (Taxation), 3133?1 (Contracts) S dart
I T ARl % ferg

<hT+ (Personal Laws): ﬁlﬁl’l’g dcdleh, e o e

éﬁmﬁuﬁ%mm‘mﬂ

vy




3. UCC & &1 31X fouer / a<h (Pros and Cons)

T H ek (Arguments in Favour):
*  Hool qHATIErET (True Secularism): Tt ATTICERT =Rl U
&1 AT A % dad AT WA 1 Jal J13- H GHH0E

[ TUT|
* fTreh =TT (Gender Justice): THAA AT H AT&ATS o GTY
B ATC WISl HHTH %IEI'IE, dctice, {Et4ld &1 H deh (Arguments Against):
(Maintenance) 371 JTUTHR H i1l 3l GHH 3TUFHR T mﬁw: q-&. ;iﬁun%s HTT52 25
EEEETU (T¥h TEdT 1 ATTHR) T ATo0T 29 (%IﬁTQH@%
3R 9IgUEAT S SE1U WEH T IfER) F ey
g1 2l

* AT HERIA G FAL: UCC AN H aTet 4 T4 4
YT SATTCaTHT SATATET 3l 39k aT3L | dTeL @1 &, dlih
Ieh! Hiahideh TLRISAT hl T&T 2hl ST Hohl

*  FCUHETEI W AFTT: UTiHeh HeTHEah Hl 71 2 I
Shale] Ueh 1 ahl BT ST S SATehT T 39 ATeshill a1
STl 2|



4. 3T T TEAT FAT & ThaT 22

*  HIUTHS® Afdehar 3R SR THAT: Swsq 25 % ded it
TdaAdT HauTie Afderdr S aHEdT % AR & A 21 g
I % HEST (SIH TR 6A AT AT 3w, 2024) % FTEN,
Sifaare a1 SAfires devTe ST TSl il GTeT FEi et el

* 2T &3, AASH T YRV HITTH G971 H 21, Helgat 4
UCC st arehrerd =l off, <ifer gamar feam o fo 38 yreerma o
wafe@eh (Voluntary) T@T ST Gkl &, T ST AT 369 e
a‘lmm%,a%"rsﬂ%%qmwﬁn ”

o fater s (Law Commission) T §31Td (2018):

e 2018 % YWYl 9 | fafer 7rmT 3 ey o foF 39 = |
UCC "9 af 31avde & 3R 7 & dia-a"|

o R A At T ST H @ SEWTagut St sl
gt SR feam e, qrfer fafy= wxemi o sffe @aHar (Equality
between communities) &l & Hﬂ?ﬁﬁ F ot Al
HHMEAT (Equality within communities) gIfae =T ST Hehil




Ui g (Prelims) T4

T 1. GHTH ARTRER @igar (UCC) AR IRATT Gfaum & ded o
Fraterfaa syt w e i
*  9Id % HITUH FT 3T=se 44 TsF & Hifd e 9t (DPSP) %

qeEd T8 WTAHTH AT 2 foh 59 T 9Rd § A0TREH % forw uak awm - \X/
AT wfedr ffee e 1 g o) Y
. ﬁﬁm%ﬂm[ll%ﬁ?ﬂguaranteedmmqﬁﬁﬁ ’ b /\5

ﬁT&&T(Absolute)%@Tﬁﬁﬁﬁm%@@Tﬁ%mFﬁ&m l/’L\ v,
i ok T =
o 219 fafer 37/ 3 3199 2018 & Y 9 H 39 00T R/ UCC &l " / -
al HATavFh 3T & A" JH=T 1) * T UET (Mains) A
IULH AT § | R H-ATE TE 2/E?
* (A)%Fad 1 32 * "gHH AR Gledr (UCC) F] A @1
. (B)mlaﬂU\/ faen 4 ge7 =il fafa= aqerl & o
*(O)FAA2 N3 GHHAT 3R G & Hia Al =19 %
* (D)1,23M3 e W @I %1 8l GarAaE e
3R fafer sy &1 fawifen & s §
34 Y F1 glieror Fifara)”

(15 31 / 250 T153)
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PM pitches India as a global
destination for chipmaking

The country’s success in the crical mdusery would serengthen supply chain of entre world, savs
Modi; 1 Bkh rechnicians o be rrained over Tive vears foe employment in factories, acdds T Minister

The Hindu Burcau

NEW DELHI

rime Minister Na-
Pmldn Modi
pitched India & a2

“mew and trustworthy locs
ton” for electromics mam-
Bcnwing, wrging gobal
chipmakers 1o compider the
coumtry's potengial o re
leve electronics froms the
“weaponsation” of supply
chains

“This s not a sector
where you set up a factory
and the b s dome,” sald
Mr. Modi, who naugunned
Semicon India 2006, “Whe
rever semboonducior eoor
systemns have been built in
the world, the entire eco-
system bhas come togecher
only after decades of hard
work. But India, with your
cooperation, has worked
smukaneously on chip de
sign, manufacturesg,
equapenent msernaliacturing,
the muateriak eoosystem,
pesting capability, and has
demoestratnd succims.”

The Prime Mentister's ul-
dress came davs alter the
Inddia Semicanducior Mis
slon’s (ISM) second phase,
wihioh has an outlay of TL27
lakh crore, was notihed.

Descnbing Indla as the

“l‘ﬁ potential: Fvimee Wit

Avatni‘lashiross 3t

*mother of democracy”,
he said, "When such a
Country saccecds In a <ret
ca Industry, & strengthens
the supply chain of the e
tire world. And today,
when sapply chains ane be
g wespomisad, it impaor-
tance becomes much grea
tor. We shonld o ook
this development taking
place in India from this
Lirger perspectie.”
Semicom  Indka 006
Droughe ogether semioon
ductor  and  electrosics
firms from India and other
coumries. Speaking at the
event, IT Minister Ashwin
Valshnaw said the governs

harendy Modi aad Unvon W st
New Dol on Thurudsy

mese plans o ralm one
lakh people who will be o
“gobal poal of talent™ and
can “stralghtaway be em
ploved in the factores
which are coming up in
Innalia”

Mr. Vaishnaw said the
povernment woukd tanget
# Deast 200 start-ups and
firms = 1SM 200 chip de
g pdllar, alssost doude of
A was dooe foe the firs
1
The Minksser added thee
F RO Wi COImn
imed o tralning more
n one lakh sechmiclans
the coming five years

for itlereme  dlectronics

marnfacturing duties
Global mdustry body SE-
MI's CED Apt Mamocha esti-
marted that the semicon-
ductor  industry  would
cross $1.3 wrilion this year,
and $2 erillicons by 2060
Leaders from the semi-
comdacior  indhstry  ex
pevssed hope = India's tra-
wctory and its rode In thelr
ghobad plans. Applied Mae
riads commined so mvest §5
Blllion over the coming five
years o expand s RRD
centre and supply chain,
“Earber this year, we be
gan commercial peoduc
ton & Sanamd,” Macron
CEO Sanjay Medwotra sald.
“Our current  production
capacity already exceeds
the memory required for
Inclin’s entire baptop mar-
ket . The Incday Semicon-
Suctor Miession, and now
M 20, gree this indstry
A foundstion it did not harve
bakoew
Infnecn CERO koxcdbwen Ha-
sebeck caled India a “mue
ket of tremendous mgor-
tance”, prasing the “pace
of progress across the In
dan ecovysiem”. Pointing
20 his Srm Increasing hring
I India by 28%,
chat there was g

NERaEaRd - DfEg@ - Aad - M#fed - aul @ ENE - o 39T G

HAUYH THTG -

it giawg -

My #] VN F epare: Doty a

Technology

MR el B e o Frafor v v @

SargA, [AfRwton, Ot gl s uldw & a3 o 3yRdl aman

Fosted On: 17 SEF

el 0 & awor vt ot o J vasd U S 515 Sutbeidetf
A SRR AW SaNEET ® A7 @l gt SR 2 0 g PENRE &7 N T M @G0 37 81 W e (S ARTE 1Y I el

o Rl WO b of mov-n @it e o tloand sdvet ot o AT sy @90 BT @) g Mo @7 oo e e difteasr s d eu A
Al a3l ow (el 307 &) @ oG- & W) @@ J sgeayd sy Fhogay

'|‘|""' 1

-~
e secs argfre ating® & spwnngt yes w1 afde ol @ Ha § 4 i EREe (2ada v, e g iR, 1an e e AEsdey @) 3

. A% WE (15 A, sAledl 271 E27 AW Y 15 S8 URMAEET oF [ ) 0 S TEIR 491 @81 81 28] P9 M AR gl

FATEH, WRYERS T R I SR a4

'CIEE SO RLELL

\’V\



*  SEMICON India 2026 Yd %1 #si¥ TH@
Yrehgdel G 3 YS! 2l I8 Yd &
gHehede IHhITHEEH &l S@rdT o 1 Afaed T @

WA 1 Ueh TG HHsheaet &6 o &9 § #119d i
F J299 ¥ IS fFRar s @ 2
THE {awuT (Key Highlights)

¢  ARIE 3 TAT: 17@19%@203@
|

(Yashobhoomj), T3, ﬁf«w
*  3gTeA: |7 fhda 2026 = gumEHsT T WiE gr

SEHT qu

* offT (Theme): "Silicon to Systems: Building the
Ecosystem”|

*  ITAISh: ST THTheade fHYH (ISM), Soae a9
I AT HATAT (MeitY) 3T Afer 32T Ham
SEMII

ueH favraard
&0 FAWTLT ATERT: 52 § 3fersk a9n o wfaf=ie, 600 & i
YRR AT TR 300 F feras faaeft wfafeft o o @ &)

- el vafera: ST, sfer shifer, weifiEr, fetets, g o
e & fae %&T CI@I%MT-T (Country Pawhons) T 2|

2 —OHTRT 2.0 (Semicon 2.0): T H ¥ .27 &E FUS & I
aﬁﬁﬂmsq&ﬁ?ﬁ%ﬁ@twmaﬁﬁm@% Tt g e
ﬁm%snzﬁw WWW%@ZW(WWWM%
Development) 9% 2l

\—o yrfa T WEYH: T § Sq1aT T4 {56 379 96 6 TSI d 1.6 9@

FAIg % eI & |19 10 Beisheae Wisiaed Heit o <t = 2 (39
2121, HTg3hHH, =8 STl 311fe), e & s 9= 0 sarawniys
3cd1eq (Commercial Production) I[&® | T 2l
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Satvasundar Barik
BHUBANESWAR

In a bid o hoodwink Od-
isha’s welfare machinery,
almost 2,500 construction
workers appear to have de-
fied the rules of mortality
~ they died on paper, col-
lected death benefits, and
then came back to life to
authenticate their Aadhaar
and collect their monthly
ration.

An audit has blown the
lid off what appears to be a
bizarre and massive fraud
under the State’s Nirman
Shramik welfare scheme.

As many as 2,487 con-
struction workers were de-
clared dead and their no-
minees were paid death
assistance, even though
the workers continued to
draw subsidised food
grains under the National
Food Security Act (NFSA)
and State Food Security
Scheme after their record-

a2y

C\

Declared dead, 2,500 C

ed deaths. The contradic-
tion becomes even more
startling in 753 cases.

The audit found that
these beneficiaries authen-
ticated their Aadhaar bio-
metrically to obtain ration
after they had ofhcially
been declared dead. Death
assistance amounting to
$15.10 crore was subse-
quently paid to their
nominees.

In other words, the go-

ILLUSTRATION:
= SOUMYADIP SINMA

vernment's records had
buried the workers, while
its ration system was still
recognising their fAnger-
prints.

Audit report

This damning indictment,
found in the draft informa-
tion system audit report on
‘Implementation of PA-
ReSHRAM and Nirman
Sharamik Portal in the
State’, is expected to be

part of the Comptroller
and Auditor General's Au-
dit report for the financial
year 2024-2025.

“This implies the benefi-
ciary was alive and authen-
ticating her Aadhaar physi-
cally to avail ration
indicating fraudulent dis-
bursement of death bene-
fit. Further, it also indi-
cates that medical officers
issued death certificates
against alive persons,” the
draft report says.

Subu R., the Principal
Accountant General (Au
dit-1) of Odisha, had sent
the draft report to Chithra
Arumugam, then Addition-
al Chief Secretary to the
Labour and ESI Depart-
ment, soliciting her res-
ponse on the massive ano-
malies indicating
corruption in the imple-
mentation of the Nirman
Shramik scheme. A copy of
the draft report has been
obtained by The Hindu.

orkers return for ration

Under the Nirman Shra-
mik scheme, building and
construction workers bet-
ween ages of 18 and 60
who have completed at
least 90 days of work in the
preceding 12 months and
are not enrolled in any oth-
er welfare fund are eligible
for registration under the
Building and Other Con-
struction Workers (Regula-
tion of Employment and
Conditions of Service) Act,
1996.

Various benefits

Once registered, workers
are entitled to various wel-
fare benefits including edu-
cational scholarships for
their children, assistance
for marriage, maternity,
and funeral expenses, and
death compensation. A no-
minee is entitled to 2 lakh
as a death benefit and
5,000 as funeral assis-
tance upon the death of an
eligible registered worker.



qgcaqul T2l

. mammW%
qed §U Uk o1 HIeTel 31

1. I HTHEAT &1 87

*  HATAT G Ui R Afaa aramiea: o 2,500 (a9 g
2.487) fmior »feert =1 aeErrT s | Hd (Declared Dead) HIfYd
T &3 T 3R 39 AWt SR (Nominees)ﬁﬂﬂ;?ﬂ‘ﬂ
(Death Benefits) g T mm

* Y AT AR W@T: 94 =i fRu S & arg ot T gfe e
@re g g (NFSA) aﬁtm@mgmﬂmaa;@ A
HATHN (Aadhaar) <kl aﬁlﬁléa THTUIEROT (Biometric
Authentication) Tk YT HTEeR U9 od @

* CAG 3ifse % germar: (e @ verean wies (CAG) #i 319
Fifee fard (o ad 2024-2025) ﬁmaﬁaémgmyﬁ 2l

A 2/ TUi 3
7\’3\' X

IR feig
ﬁﬁﬁ'ﬂ‘mﬁ mmmommees)aﬁﬂﬁ 10 F1E 1 91
Li%a " qarddl l'IﬁT (Death Assistance) 3T i LeMEIE ERIRIEI
PLS,. 753 ATHAT W ¥0g fagramama: aﬁzﬁmwﬁnn’,mﬁﬁaﬁﬁ
1 T FTTS | g F1d 84 % 778 91 SrAHigE o T fera 9
* ST Heg THIOT O: 1S {1 % an, Seti/Aiesnd s |
Siferd safthal = 419 T Fsif §cg AT 9 (Fake Death Certificates)
ST foRu 4

3, Fmtor srferes e i

*  UTHAT: 18 T 60 I¥ & Wad Ue 3= fAmior afier, S st 12 g o
%9 ¥ &0 90 fg7 Fm o g1, 39 Fisn (Building and Other
Construction Workers Act, 1996) H Usfiehd &l Hehd @

*  FATV: AT F ded sedl i SEdf, fFare gemar, arge @, 3k
srferes Y Heg B U ATTHHT i 2 @RE <hY Heg |eTdaT + £5,000

\_3iTaH AR TETHAT YaH I STdl 8] 3H 2 T & AT &l 88U &
foTT g weffare fomar mam



C

a2y

N

PM releases Annag

rma

Yojana instalmept, says no

more ‘cut mo

ney’ in Bengal

Y

Around 15 crore benehciaries m[ Modi savs over 50 lakh families will be identified
and given pucca houses in the® vt is taking forward all stalled Central schemes

Shiv Sahay Singh
KOLKATA

eleasing the fourth
instalment of An
napurna Yojana to

women In West Bengal,
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Thursday said the
culture of cut money in the
State has ended. The PM
sald that the people of Ben-
gal have been deprived of
the benefits of many Cen-
tral schemes for a long
time.

“The BJP is 1aking for-
ward all the stalled
schemes,” he said, adding
that more than 50 lakh fa-
milies will be identihed
and given pucca houses.
“We will all build a new
Bengal together,” the
Prime Minister added.

“The money [for Anna-
purna Yojana) is directly
transferred to the bank ac
counts of the women with-
out any intermediary. Now
there is no cut-money in
West Bengal” Mr. Modi
said during a virtual
address

Cut money refers to

commission charged by lo-

.

FPM Narendra Modi sharing hs message via wdeoconference on
Annapuma Yojana payout, m New Delhi on Thursday. an

cal politicians to help citi-
zens avail benefits of the
government schemes and
the Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) leadership, including
the PM, had promised to
stop corruption if the BJP is
elected o power in Bengal.

‘None to be left out’

Mr. Modi said the govern-
ment belleves in “speaking
less and working more”.
The Prime Minister, on his
birthday, also said that no
eligible women will be de
prived of the benefits of
Annapurna Yojana in West

Bengal. Mr. Modi released
the fourth instalment of
the scheme of 33,000 o
around LS crore women
beneficiaries in the State,

“Within a few days of
forming our government in
Bengal, work began on the
Annapurna Yogana. Today,
many women receive fi
nancial assistance directly
into their bank accounts. ..
Our government aims to
ensure that not a single
ehigible woman is deprived
of the benefits of Annapur
na Yojana,” he said.

Mr. Modi said that the

Annapurna Yojana s an
important effort to streng-
then the conhdence ol
Bengal's women and ad-
ded that he believes that
the women of the State
should have both the pow-
er to take decisions and the
courage to move forward.

Party’s poll promise

The BIP had promised this
initiative during the West
Bengal Assembly poll cam-
paign. The promise was to
counter Trinamool Con-
gress government’s Laksh-
mir Bhandar scheme
where over 2.2 crore were
getting ¥1,500 per month.

Assuming power in May
2026, the BIP government
started verifying benefici
aries, something the Oppo-
sition criticised as a diver-
sion from what the BIP had
promised. The Lakshmir
Bhandar was a universal
scheme, whereas Anna-
puma Bhandar has an elig-
ibility criterion.

There have been some
protests  with  women
claiming they were denied
the scheme’s benefits des-
pite being eligible
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Navodaya case: SC tells T.N. to

change ‘anti-

Court says ‘individual States cannot act like indiFidual countries: gives govt. 3 months
land for Navodaya schools in each district; TVKJgovt. says choice of language is fundament:

Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

he Supreme Court
| I Iun Thursday said
Tamil Nadu has to

change the “mindset” that
Hindi cannot be taught on
the soil of the State, cau-
tioning that “individual
States cannot act like indi-
vidual countries”. The oral
observations from Justice
B.V. Nagarathna came in a

hearing on the adoption of

the Navodaya Vidvalaya
Scheme in Tamil Nadu.
The top court gave the
State three months to
comply with a December
15, 2025, order to identify
the requisite land for Navo-
daya schools in each dis-
trict. It said the direction
would be subject to final
orders passed later on. In
the interregnum, the State
and Central representa-
tives were asked to discuss
the policy of establishing
Navodaya schools in Tamil
Nadu. "Chennai should not

@

alienate Delhi, and vice
versa, too,” Justice Naga-
rathna, heading a Bench
including Justice A.G. Ma-
sih, addressed both
governments.

The Tamil Nadu govern-
ment has opposed the
scheme as “fundamentally
incompatible™ with the
State's two-language poli-
cy. The previous Dravida
Munnetra Kazhagam
(DMK) government, in an
afhdavit filed in March this
vear, had said the Navo-
daya scheme, based on the
three-language formula,

Educationis a
constant. It does

8~ not depend on the whims

of any government. Today it

is Navodava, but if the same
precedent is taken up in other
areas of governance, what will
\ ) happen to our country?

JUSTICE BV, NAGARATHNA
Supreme Court

deviated from the mandate
of the Tamil Nadu Tamil
Learning Act, 2006. The
athdavit had alleged that
the scheme was only a
“backdoor” ploy to make
Hindi compulsory.

On Thursday, the ruling
Tamilaga Vettri Kazhagam
(TVK) dispensation equally
objected to the scheme,
saying the choice of lan-
guage is a fundamental
right.

Senior advocate Jaideep
Gupta and Tamil Nadu Ad-
ditional Advocate-General
Haripriva Padmanabhan,

adset

‘ntify
1|

for the State, said the
scheme cannot be forced
upon the State against its
own policies and laws.

Mr. Gupta said ‘educa-
tion" was a subject in the
Concurrent List.

“Navodaya is an option-
al policy... If the Supreme
Court now issues a manda-
mus to the State to adopt
that optional policy of the
Centre, then My Lords,
what you are doing is up-
setting 75 years of decision-
making by this court,” Mr.
Gupta submitted.

“Change of government
changes nothing. Educa-
tion is a constant. It does
not depend on the whims
of any government. Today
it is Navodaya, but if the
same precedent is taken
up in other areas of gover-
nance, what will happen to
our country? You cannot
say ‘I will not allow the na-
tional industrial policy or
the national Ainancial poli-
cy’,” Justice Nagarathna
said.
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Why patient safety needs more
than hospital checklists
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Who has to pay MDR on UPI and who
stands to gain the most?
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Why was ex-Kosovo President
convicted by The Hague?

What was Thacts role in the Kosovo Liberation Armn? How has the verdict been recetved?

{ Sony

The story so Bar:

ashimn Thacl, the former
President of Kosovo, has been
senenced 10 25 years in
prison after being found
guilty of war crimes by a special
European Unson-backed court at The
Hague. The trial found him gulry of war
crimes mcluding musder, arbitrary
detention, illegal arrests, sorure, ofc
during the Kosovo war m the Ete 19905 as
a senbor commandant of the Kosowo
Liberation Army (KLA), Three other
farmer KLA commanders were also
sentenced for several different charges.

What happened?
Thacl was a former comeandant of the
KLA, 2 malitaret ethnic Albamian force,
formed i the early 19908, which strove
for the independence of Kosowo,
compesed peimsarily of ethmic Alansans,
fromn Yugoslavia and Serbaa.

Kosomo wis once part of the erstwhile
Republic of Yugoshivia, After the Second
Waork] Wa, the Kingdom of Yugoslavia

was reconstituted & the Sockalist Federal
Republic of Yugoshivia under the
leadership of Josip Brog Tilo, Whike Tho
was able to unify the muakiple republics,
including Croatia, Mossenegro, Serbia,
Slovenia, Bosnia and Herzegovina, and
Macedoos, and the autonomous
provinces of Kosovo and Vosvodina,
under a centralised government, the
system came under pressure after his
death. Multiple Bcsors, mcludimg
divisions between the republics, rising
matomalist movements, econoemi
pressures, and the dssnegration of the
Soviet Union, contritvuted 10 Yugoslinda's
eventual dssolution in 2000,

One of the primary nationalist trends
that spearheaded Yugnslavian dssolugion
was the Serbman nationalist moverment led
by Sobodan Milodevid i the kate 19805
Riding on Serbian nasonalist tendencies,
Mg pushed theough policees that
stripped other repabilics and provinces,
sach as Kosovo, of their autosomy, He
also brougin m policies that were
discriminatony in nature against
Albanlans.

The KLA was formed in this

atmosphere 1o fight for the independence
of ethmic Alhandans In Kosova, then a
provinoe within Sertda, The KLA bed an
surgency agamst the Yugoslav state,
arcacking Serbian governmnent buildings
and police stations. This evertually led to
an al-out war m 1998-1999, with the
Serblan-controlied federal republic
brutally cracking down on the KLA. The
war led 10 the displacement of thowsands
of people and the death of nearky 13,000
peogde, mostly etheie Albanians. The war
fally ended with the intervestion of
NATO (the North Atlantic Treay
Ornganization), which carried out air rakds
and bombardments against Serblan
targees, which forced the federal republic
0o end hosilitkes and move out of Kasowo,
NATO subsequently deployed
peacekeeping forces to the regon.

MiloSevic eventually ssood trial for his
crimes against humanity, genocide, and
war crimes commitied during the
Yogoshey Wars of the 1990s, in The Hagpoe
im 2002, However, he died in prison
Pefoee a judgment was reached.

In 2008, Kosovo declared
indepenchence from Serbia and was

recognised by the LS. and several other
European nations. However, Serbla does
ol reoogse Kosovo as an independent
mation and stll considers It a part of itself
even though it bas no administrative
cantrol over 1. It is still not a member
state of the UN. India also does not
recognise Kosovo as an independent
rbon,

What was the trial for?
The trial was heard by the Eurapean
Uniom-acked Kosovo Specialist
Chambers, a special ribunal cour
constivuted in The Hague in 2006, 10 hear
the crimes commieted by the KLA during
the period of insurgency and subseguent
war of the 1990s. The need for such a
tribunal arose after Swiss poltician Dick
Marty asthored a Council of Europe
report, known as the Marty repoet, in
2010, which alleged thae the KLA placed
many Serbians in secret detention centres
where they were subjected 10 inhusnan
and degrading treatment, before
uimanely “disappesrng”™. Of particular
note was the allegation that the KLA had
harvested the organs of such prisoners so
sell them in the imernational markest.

The repaont, In eflect, coloured the
Earger mmagination of the KLA and the
Kasovo Independence movemens. The
marrative changed from the KLA being
sren a8 & Champion of selfdetermimation
o an inhusmane militss which had
commanted human righns abuses agamst
Serbian matioeals.

AL east 15 people have been charged
by the Chambers, with Thad being the
st senion fgure. Charges were brosge

against bien i 2000, when he was
President of Kosova, Sallowing which he
Peadd 1o resign and stand trial as an
crdinary citizen. The central question
before the court was 1o understand the
extent of the commandants’ contral over
the KLA and whether the crimes
amousted 0 a pattern of abuase. Finally,
presiding jodge Charles Smith staved that
Thaci had “actively participated m and
encouraged crimes.” adding that “the
scade and nanure of the crimes commmimed
were very serious”. However, the jdge
Insisped thae the trial was “mot abous the
legimacy of the Kosovo Liberation
Army™ or Its ultmate goal of securing
indeprenschence for Kosovo,

What has been the reaction?
The verdict Is a sigrahcant fall for Thacl,
who was once regarded by Western
powers as cemtral to Kasowo's post-war
future, In Kosovo, where Thad is still seen
as a revolutionary fgpare, the verdicr was
met with outrage and tears. Kosovo's
Prine Minkster Alin Kurmh sakd the verdicr
was "3 travesty of ustice”. People who
had poured Into the streets of Pristina,
the capital of Kosowo, 10 hear the verdic
were shocked and showsed slogars In
support of the KLA and Thaa

However, the Serbian side has
welcomed the judgement. Serbia's
Deputy Prime Minister Ivica Dacke called
the verdicts a “warning” to Pristina “that
a fake state canmaot be budle on mass
graves of murdered Serbs®,

Thadh and the theee other
commandants have the right 10 appeal
the Gecson,
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UN experts cite possible
U.S. war crimes in Iran hits

Associated Press
GENEVA

Human rights experts com-
missioned by the UN’s top
human rights body say
they have found “reasona-
ble grounds” to believe the
United States committed
war crimes in two strikes
in Iran, including on a
school in the southern city
of Minab. They also accuse
Iran’s theocratic govern-
ment of carrying out
crimes against humanity
against its own people in a
report  published on
Thursday.

The report, while not
binding, adds to interna-
tional evidence gathered
about crimes in the war in
Iran, and could eventually
be used in efforts to reach
justice in international
courts.

The experts were ex-

-

pected to present their
findings on Monday to the
council, which is made up
of 47 UN member
countries.

At the start of the U.S.-Is-
raeli war against Iran in Fe-
bruary, at least one U.S.
missile hit the Shajareh
Tayyebeh school in Minab.
There has been no final ac-
counting of what
happened.

[ranian state media have

The Minab school in Iran which was struck on February 28. REUTERS

-
~ -

said 168 people were killed
in the strike, most of them
children.

In their report, the ex-
perts concluded that “the
building of the school was
the intended point of im-
pact” and the resulting
damage wasn’t the result of
an errant strike or collater-
al damage from an attack
on a compound of Iran’s
Revolutionary Guard next
to the school.

Youlube Homework

USA-Iran War
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Agence France-Presse
BRUSSELS

Canada’s Prime Minister
Mark Carney shrugged off
a threat of U.S. retaliation
on Thursday as he pitched
a “new alliance” with Eu-
rope as a bulwark against
outside pressures, in a
closely watched speech to
the European Parliament.

His speech came after
EU chief Ursula von der
Leyen suggested Canada
could become the 27-na-
tion bloc’s first “associate
member” in her annual
“State of the European Un-
ion” address on
Wednesday.

“Europe and Canada are
stronger together,” Mr. Car-
ney said, in a speech that
drew a standing ovation,
saying his country wel-
comed the EU proposal
and wanted deeper coop-
eration on issues from ar-
tificial intelligence to de-
fence and energy.

The Canadian leader

ushes ‘new alliance’

spite Trump threats

Mark Carmney
pushed back afterwards at
U.S. President Donald

Trump's threat to cut trade
ties with the EU should the
plan go ahead - telling
presspersons: “No one is
going to dictate our cul-
ture, or with whom we can
strike agreements
internationally.”

Mr. Carney has been
pursuing closer ties with
the Europe, as his country
gets drawn ever deeper in-
to a trade war with the U.S.

EU-U.S. relations have
also been strained by ta-
riffs and territorial threats.

Ms. Von der Leyen’s

proposal drew an irritated
rebuke from Mr. Trump,
who slammed it as “laugh-
able” and told pressper-
sons he could impose “ve-
ry serious tarifis™ or “stop
trading with Europe”
should it go ahead.

The contours of the “as-
sociate member” pitch
were not immediately
clear as EU treaties do not
envisage such a possibility
- but Mr. Carney said Ca-
nada “welcomes this
ambition”.

Ms. Von der Leyen had
emphasised the partner-
ship was “not against
anyone else, but for our
common strength,” and
Mr. Carney likewise sought
to reassure Washington the
alliance would not be anta-
gonistic but a “positive”
Initiative.

“We do not seek power
to dominate others,” he
said — while suggesting the

alliance could “create a
beacon for other
democracies”.

Youlube Homework
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Agence France-Presse
ANKARA

Exasperated by the ongo
ing Black Sea attacks, Tur-
kive has sent a proposal to
Russia and Ukraine to end
strikes on civilian ships, a
Turkish diplomat said on
Thursday.

The move follows a
sharp increase in attacks
on commercial ships in the
Black Sea in recem
months, often using
drones, among them many
Turkish vessels.

In August alone, *“al
maost 90 ships™ were at-
tacked, a Turkish defence
source said this month.
And at least 22 Turkish-
owned ships were attacked
in the two months to Au-
gust 27, Turkiye's IMEAK
chamber of shipping said.

Four more have been hit
since, including one early
on Thursday.

Over the same period, at
least three Turkish nation-
als have been killed and
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Saors hold a banner reading ‘We dont want to die on ships’ during
a protest against attacks on ships in the Black Sea, in Istanbul. &

several others injured.

“We have shared a text
of a memorandum, a draft
text, with the Russians and
the Ukrainians to come up
with a solution,” the diplo-
mat said.

Last month, Turkish Fo
reign Minister Hakan Fidan
demanded a “moratori-
um” on such attacks,
which have intensified as
the war rages for a fifth
year.

But Russias top diplo-
mat Sergei Lavrov dismis-

sed it as “unrealistic” and
“impossible to monitor”,

Ukrainian Foreign Mi-
nister Andrii Sybiga said a
halt to Black Sea attacks
could emerge from Presi-
dent Volodymyr Zelensky-
v's talks with US. Presi
dent Donald Trump at the
UN General Assembly.

The aim is “achieving a
ceasefire, There could be
at the same time an energy
ceasefire and a ceasefire in
the Black Sea,” he told
presspersons, sayving Kviv

a
countries lo make this
real”.

Soaring attacks

Figures from IMEAK show
226 civilian and commer-
cial vessels have been hit
since the war began in Fe-
bruary 2022,

70% or 163 antacks took
place in fAirst eight months
of this year.

NATO-member Turkive
maintains relations with
Kyiv and Moscow and has
declined to join Western
sanctions against Russia,

Its ships are very active
in the Black Sea, sailing un-
der wvarious countries’
flags, with several hit by
drones believed launched
by Ukraine.

Last month, Ankara
summoned Ukraine's en-
voy following an attack on
the Lider Bordo Mavi con-
tainer ship and a subse-
quent attack on the Lider
Kocatepe which was sent to
tow it away.
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Contrasting fortunes: Gukesh mas held whie Nibal won fiie

Nihal saves the day for
India; women cruise

CHESS (LYMPIAD

Sports Burean

Nihal Sarin saved the
blushes for India on day
two of the Chess Olympiad
at Samarkand. His win on
the second board was the
reason why India, the de-
fending champlon, could
beat a much lowerraed
Indonesia 2515 In the
Open section on Thursday.

Nihal, though, was in
cotssiderable trouble in his
ame against Aril Abdul
Haliz before he won in 37
moves. R, Praggnanand
haa, the Indform playver
who was making his first
appearance in thes edition,
Workd champion D Gu
kesh and Vide Gujrathi
were all held to draws.

Praggmanandhaa did iy
his best o strerch his oppo-
nent Susanto Megaranto,
who, however, played so
ly to ensure that the
rook-pawn endgame was
mdeed drawn, after 79
MOVES,

The Indian women, also
the reigning champions,
were  mare  convincing
than the men, Just as they
were in the opening round.

They beat Finland 3,505
There were wins for Di-
vya Deshmukh, Vamtika
Agrawal and B, Sevitha
Shiri, but on the wop board,
R. Vasshali had o settle for
a draw with Anastasia Kel
nanen i 88 moves. So the
top-seeded Indan women
could not quite score the
full ponts, which they ha-

daggainst Daominican
Republic
The reswits [second reund):

Open! Inda ot indonesa 1515
(R Praggrananahaa drew with
Sesarmo Negaranio, Mh Sar
bt At Abdud Mot D Gukesh
dres seth Sonryva Cahaya Viait
Gurah| drew wies Nagaka
Budhidhamal

ek stan It Pere 3505, USA
bt Mongolis 7.5-1 5% Chera bt
Chale 3-1; Germasy bl
Usbekntan-1 1540 % Anerbos
bt The Phlppines 51

Women: indis bt Findand 1504
(R Wathad drew wth Anastasa
Kewmaner; Droya Deshrmuich bt
Jobtanra Paxdbangas Vartika
Agrasal bt Sara Ofrea Sippola; B
Sawitha Sha bt Heja Letinen|
Labekistan be Ecuador &0,
Kacablvitan Ut Boara &
HeaeRowing 3 L USA Bt Bolgium
4.0, Coorpia deew with
Nontenegro 2.2, Jknane Bt
Lithuarve 40, Netherlands bt
Lusembowrg 48, China bt
Colommises 3.5-0.95; Aserbuspan 2t
Cumiredrs 4-0

4631 T A TIATS (46th Chess Olympiad 2026) &1
(Samarkand, Uzbekistan)

HASH THIhT, hE
15 fadsr @ 27 fader

HE@IBI TS
ST & 2
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oy uﬁag{m feaw (World Patient Safety Day) &X
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(A) 15 THdsT
(B) 17 THdsX
(C) 20 THds
(D) 25 Tadsi
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