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Secularism is a ‘modern’ concept, does
not fit India’s tradition, says RSS chief

Ishita Mishra
NEW DELHI

Rashtriya Swayamsevak
Sangh (RSS) chief Mohan
Bhagwat on Friday cau-
tioned vyoung people
against getting consumed
by ego, saying the belief
that everything is under
one’s control and should
happen according to one’s
wishes is a misconception.

“Take the example of
the sun. Even if you do not
believe in the sun, it will
still rise and set,” Mr. Bhag-
wat said while speaking at
the “Yuva Dharma Sansad’
in Ujjain, Madhya Pradesh.

He added that people
should not live under the
illusion that everything op-

Mohan Bhagwat

erates according to their
control and highlighted
that “if there is a rise, there
will also be a fall”.
Regarding the definition
of secularism, the RSS
chief termed it a modern
concept that does not fit
India’s traditional under-

standing of the relation-
ship between religion, so-
ciety and the state.

He said India’s approach
has traditionally been
based on non-discrimina-
tion and equal respect for
different religious paths.

Mr. Bhagwat also urged
young people to respect
their own chosen form of
worship while showing
equal respect for the prac-
tices of others.

Sharing his understand-
ing of the Western concept
of secularism, the RSS
chief said it emerged from
a historical conflict bet-
ween kings and religious
authorities. “....there was a
conflict between kings and
religious authorities over

who should have power.
After much bloodshed, a
compromise was reached
which was that the king
would look after this
world, and the religious
authorities would look af-
ter the other world. So,
secular came to mean the
material or  worldly
sphere,” he said adding
that India’s tradition seeks
both material prosperity
and freedom from anger,
greed and jealousy, view-
ing life holistically through
dharma. Hence “secular
does not fit the Indian con-
text”, he said, claiming
that “whenever India was
governed by Indians, the
country followed the path
of dharma”.
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Data show Indian oil imports fall after U.S. curbs

l Govt. savs enengy sourcing is based on ‘national
interest’, and India *buys from diverse sources’

Kallol thattacheryee

NEW DELHI

ver the past de
Cade of 80, India
has complied with

LS. pressure o reduce oil
mports from countries i
has sought 1o Isodate, such
as Venexuela, bran, and
Russia, even though they
impoctant
Once the ULS pressure
eased, ofcial data show
that India almost imeme-
diately mamed back o
these sources of ol

The External Atfairs My
nistry om Thursday issawxd

wy'ie SOUTUeSs

A SErOong statement assen
mg Inda's strategic inde
pendence in sourcing ener

gy agamst the backdrop of

a U.S. Bl that propases ta
rifls of up o 10075 on India
35 & penalty for impaorting
Rigssian ool

.”Il' \'ll‘:'Jlf. S ‘..'-.lwl
son sid om Friday tha
"energy sourcing s hased
an national Interest™ and

that India cootinues "o
buy energy from diversi-
hed sources™. “As stared,
we have already conveyed,
M serior levels of the US
administracion, the impli-
casons that the legislation
coulk] have on India’s ener-
£y security, for the mberna-
tional energy markets, and
the overall balateral part
nershap,” the spokesper
son said

Earber, the Ministry sakd
that in its commusications
with the US., the Indian
side “made clear s deter
minacion 1o take all neces
sary measures 1o protect
s trade and ecomnomic
interesis”,

Data show that proect-
ing India's "trade and eco-
nomic” imterests bas,
the past, colncided closely
with the US. sanctions and
tarill programme

While Vepezuels has
never been a dominam
source of oil for Inda, ies
share i India’s of mmports
stoodd ar a refatively high

But, India slashed imports from Venezuela, Iran,
Russia, and resumed sourcing after curbs eased

tactics

August 15: U 5

Trump blees tart®s on ledate
S0% or irmparting Busmi ol

5

6.7°% m 200718, the sixth
highest out of 41 countries
that India imported oil
from. This share fell shgha-
Iy 1o 6A4% in 200819, but
Inddia’s imports from el
sewhere were also grow
ing.

India’s oil impores from
Venezuela grew 237% in
2M8-19 1o §7.2 billion

Ths is where things
changed. In January 2009,
US. President Domakd

Preidem Dernad

Rvenia’s shamr v et o bmport bl

India began drashically cutting back on Russian od

foloming the S08 tariffy imposed by the LLS

Feb % U S
Sepreme Court u
w2 b doan® .
Trume's tari iy

”

'mump once again wi
dened sanctions on Vene-
2ok 10 include its ol sex-
tor. India complied with
these sanctions within the
vear. While Veneauela's
share in Indla’s ol Imports
fell to 5.9% in 200920,
crashed o L1% by 2000-21,
and Turther 10 2ero by
202822, It remained ar ze-
ro in 2022-23 as well.
Under the Biden admi-
nistratiom, Indla resumed

small amounts of imports
fromn Venezuels, but its
share remained below 1%.

However, Mr. Trump
partially Bed sanctions on
Venezuelan oll companies
in March 2026 after he or
chestrated a2 leadership
change in the South Amer-
\Can nackon.

Between April and July
2006, the share of Vene
oelan ol in India's -
ports swung hack up w
".”“-.

Isolating lran

The lranlan oll lmport
trend is even mare stark.
In November 2018, Mr
Trump reimposed wide-
ranging sanctxans oo lran
in a bid 10 quell its sup-
posed puclear weapon am-
bithons. lran's share aof oll
imporcts fell to IS after the
sanctions and then o 2ero
by 2020-21, Prior 10 this,
ran supplied one-temth of
India’s od Emports. Howey
er, once the sanctions were
imyposed, this share fell 10

% the very next vear, and
then 10 2ero by 2000-1. In-
da mmparted no oll from
bran for the six years span
g 2000-26

Then, in March 2006,
Mr. Tramgp once again al
lowed lran to sell limited
quantities of ail in the glo-
bal market. In the four
manths of April-july 2026,
bram’s share iIn India’s ol
impoet bill has already ri-
S0 LS.

India’s energy relation
shap with Russia has been
mare resiliens, bur 21 wo
has bowed before US
pressure. Following Rus
sda's mvasion of Ukraine in
February 2022, the subse-
guent spike m global od
prices, and the Western
sanctions levied on Russi,
Indla nened 10 dscounted
Russian cal to meet 15 ener
By nevds

Ruessia's share in India’s
ofl impaorts rose consistent-
ly to Bargedy hover between
JO-40% during the period
Jully 2024 to Jully 2025

Russia's share fell from 30-40% to 19.3% in 2026;
after tariffs were struck down imports rose to 51%

However, in August
2025, Mr. Trump hiked ta-
rifls an India from 25% 10
S0r% as a pemalty for its im
port of Russian oil. Follow-
g this, the dma shows In
dia gradually began cuntting
back on Russian od
impocts,

Russia’s share In Indla’s
od impaort bill fell 1o 19.3%
by February 2006, from
mearly double that when
the twarifts were hiked
Then, in February 2026 it
self, the US. Supreme
Court struck down Mr
Trump's tariif regime, the
reby also removing the pe
el Larinss

Imediately after, Tnclia
began ramping up its od
imports from Russia, with
the latest government data
showing Russia's share hit
ting mare than 5% i July
2o

This also coincided with
the start of the U5, anack
on Iran, dosure of the vieal
Stram of Hormuz, and glo
bal oll prices shooting up

Youlube Homework
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Shiv Sahay Singh
KOLKATA

Hours after her candidate
withdrew from the Nandi-
gram bypoll race, former
West Bengal Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee said on
Friday that her party
would support the Con-
gress nominee, Milan Prad-
han, in the bypoll, even as
police arrested him in con-
nection with an old case.
The development fol-
lows the Election Commis-
sion allotting new names
and symbols to the two fac-
tions of the Trinamool
Congress led by Ms. Baner-
jee and Ritabrata Banerjee,
the Leader of the Opposi-
tion in the State Assembly.
While the Mamata fac-

tion will be called the Ma-
mata All India Trinamool
Congress with “football
player” as its symbol, the
Ritabrata group was allot-
ted the name Democratic
Trinamool Congress and
the symbol “envelope”.

In an interim order is-
sued on Thursday night,
the poll body barred both
factions from using the ori-
ginal party name, the All
India Trinamool Congress

and its ‘Jora Ghas Phul’

(two flowers with grass)
symbol for the bypolls.

Ms. Banerjee called the
decision to freeze the party
name and symbol a “black
day for Indian democracy”
and said she would “fAight it
out” and emerge stronger.

Congress leaders, in-

Mamata Banerjee

cluding Rahul Gandhi,
came out in support of her
over the poll body's order.

BJP insecure: Kharge

Criticising Mr. Pradhan's
arrest, Congress president
Mallikarjun Kharge said it
was “a brazen attempt at
voter chori and chunav

Mamata-backed Congress nominee arres

chori (voter and election
theft)”. “The BJP is so inse-
cure that even in a by-elec-
tion, it is misusing agencies
to target and arrest an Op-
position candidate. The
Congress will neither be in-
timidated nor silenced,” he
said in a post on X.

Reacting to the EC or-
der, Mr. Ritabrata said: "It
is a fight between an indivi-
dual cult and a collective.
We are a collective.”

Ms. Banerjee decided to
back the Congress candi-
date after Sanchita Prad-
han (Dey) withdrew her
nomination following a
meeting with BJP leader
and Chief Minister Suven-
du Adhikari. Ms. Banerjee
is also supporting the Con-
gress in the Nagaon Lok

Sabha bypoll i
The bypol
gram is being |
Mr. Adhikari re :
the seat after getting elect-
ed from Bhabanipur and
Nandigram in the polls.
The BJP has nominated
Hasirani Rath, mother of
Chandranath Rath, Mr. Ad-
hikari’s former aide who
was killed on May 6.
Bypolls to the Nandi-
gram and Rejinagar As-
sembly seats are scheduled
on October 6. Rejinagar
has been vacated by Hu-
mayun Kabir, a former Tri-
namool leader who floated
the Aam Janata Unnayan
Party and also won the
Nowda seat.
(With inputs from Sreepar-
na Chakrabarty)
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Nearly 2,000 marriage records in Odisha
manipulated to claim welfare aid: report

Satyasundar Barik

BHUBANESWAR

Nearly 2,000 instances of
alleged manipulation of
marriage records to frau-
dulently claim marriage as-
sistance under the Nirman
Shramik scheme have
come to light during an au-
dit of the funds of the Od-
isha Building and Other
Construction  Workers'
Welfare Board.

The draft audit report
on the ‘Implementation of
PAReSHRAM and Nirman
Shramik Portal in the State’
is expected to be part of
the Comptroller and Audi-
tor General's Audit report
for 2024-2025.

A day earlier, based on
the findings of the same au-
dit report, The Hindu re
ported on how 2,487 con-

struction workers were
declared dead and their

On analysis of the
legacy database, it
was noticed that 676
marriage certificates
had registration dates

prior to the date of

marriage, states the
audit report

nominees were paid death
assistance, even though
the workers continued to
draw subsidised foodgrain
under the National Food
Security Act and the State
Food Security Scheme af-
ter their recorded deaths.
"On analysis of the lega-
cy database, it was noticed
that 676 marriage certifi-
cates had registration
dates prior to the date of
marriage. Similarly, in five
sampled districts, it was
found that 126 marriage re-
gistration dates were prior

to the date of marriage,”
the draft report states.,

It adds that after the Nir-
mal Shramik Portal went
live, 1,257 such cases were
found across the State and
333 in sampled districts,
leading to disbursement of
16.29 crore. “Audit found
that system design flaws
and lack of validation al-
lowed ineligible indivi-
duals to exploit the
scheme, violating marriage
registration protocols,” the
draft report states,

Blank registers
The report also notes that
marriage certificate issue
registers were maintained
with blank pages and with-
out recipient signatures at
the Block Development Of-
fice, Khariar.

“It was observed that
586 marriage benefits were
disbursed in BDO, Khariar

amounting to ¥2.90 crore
covering 2020-25 but de-
tails of the issued certifi-
cates were not available,” it
states.

The board provides
50,000 aid for the mar-
riage of an unmarried re-
gistered female beneficiary
or for the marriage of two
unmarried daughters
above 18 years of a regis-
tered construction worker.
The board had amassed ov-
er 34,000 crore by 2024.

As per the Orissa Hind
Marriages and Registratio
Rules, 1960, the “parties to
the marriage duly solem-
nised in accordance with
the provisions of the Act
shall within a period of 30
days from the date of so-
lemnisation of the mar-
riage compulsorily submit
application in Form B be-
fore the Registrar for regis-
tration of the marriage”.
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‘Over 37 lakh SIR appeals still /- 7—

pending in Bengal tribunals’

Election Commission tells court that about | kikh appeals have been disposed of so far; affidavit
comes after petitoners had said that the detalls of pendency and disposal rates remain unknows

Krishnadas Rajagopal

NEW DELHI

he Election Com-
I mission of India
(EC) has informed

the Supreme Court that ov-
er 37 bkh of a total 28 lakh
appeals arising out of spe
cial mrensive revision (SIR)
in West Bengal are still
pending in 19 Tribunals
The EC said that only
102,231 appeals have been
disposed of so far

Over six months have
passed since the Supremse
Court constituted the Ap-
peliste Tribunals, The
Municipal edections in the
State are drawing near
even as voters' flate re-
mains in limbao,

The EC afhdavit covers
appeals across 24 districts
in West Bengal It said
35, 20,683 appeals were
submitted regarding both
inclussons and exclusions
of voters from the electoral
roll during the SIR exer-
cise. The number of ap-
peals pending Is 37,184,52

The seansues have come
ot following a Supreme
Court order after petition
ers had complained that
the details of the tribunals”
pendency and  disposal
rales continue 10 be a
closedy guarded secret in-
stead of being out there in
the publc domain,

On August 28, semior ad-
vocate Gopal Sankarana-

Status check: Yoters look through West Bengal'’s post-SIR electoral

rodls after the poll panegd released them o February

rayanan and advocate Ne
ha Rathi, appearing for
petitioner Prasenjit Bose,
chairperson of the SIR
Committee, West Bengal
Pradesh Congress Comumit-
tee, had banked on a Right
to Information (RTI) res
ponse they got from the
election authorities 1o flag
the ssue of pendency of
the 38-odd Lakh appeals.
The petitioner side had
further pointed out that
anly seven lakh of these 18
kakh appeals were filed by
disendfranchised  voters
The remaining 31 lakh ap-
peals, were filed by either
the EC or other objectors
to exclude more people
from the West Bengal elec
toral roll, Mr. Sankarana
rayanan had submitted.
The EC athdavit, dated

2 R M

September M5, contains an
nexures detallng the sepa-
rate, district-wise statistics
of pendency. For instance,
it sakl 747921 appeals
were filed from Murshida-
bad district, and only 514
appeals  were  decided.
Likewise, there are
303,155 appeals pending
from Uttar Dinajpur dis-
trict, with only 9104 ap-
peals disposed of,

The affidavit showed
sparser fgures of case dis-
posal armaigned against
other districts like Purba
Bardbaman, where out ol
280,029 appeals only 131
had been decided by the
tribunals. The EC seemed
to distance itself from the
functioning of these tribu
nals, sayving the appellate
mechanism and accessibil-

ity Eall within the Standa
Operating Procedures &
verning these fora and the
authoritles entrusted with
thedr administratson.

“The feasibility, modali
tes and implementation ol
any such measures are
matters best left to the con
sideration ol the Appellate
Tribunal concerned in ac-
cordance with the applica
ble framework, rather than
being made the subject
matter for  directions
againss the Respondemt
(EC)," the affhdavit said.

The top court had di
rected the EC 1o file an affi-
davit segregating the exact
mumber of appeals filed
ousted voters seeking re

inclusion into  the WesgL™

Hengal electoral m,]:g:‘l/"—
others wanung m

ters o be excluded from
the roll. The Bench had al
s0 asked the EC to consader
a mechanism for updating,
streamlining the progress
of pending appeals before
the tribunals.

“Give us the data. Give
us the breakup of the na-
ture of appeals fled,
whether inclusion or ex
clusion. Then, we will
make a call as 1o whether
appeals by disenfranchised
voters seeking re-inclusion
should be prioritised.” Jus-
tice Joymalva Bagchi, part
of a Bench headed by Chief
Justice Surya Kant, had
observed.
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Indian-born cheetah gives
birth to four cubs at Kuno

An Indian-born cheetah has given birth to four
cubs in Madhya Pradesh’s Kuno National Park,
months after her previous four cubs were killed in
a leopard attack. The latest litter has taken the
total population to 56. Union Minister for
Environment, Forest and Climate Change
Bhupender Yadav announced the latest litter, on
X, which comes a day after India’s Project
Cheetah, the reintroduction programme for the
big cat species, turned four. Speaking to The
Hindu, Kuno Field Director and Project Cheetah
Director Uttam Kumar Sharma said the four cubs
appeared to be healthy and a team was keeping a
watch without disturbing the mother the cubs.
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No hard ceilings

A rise in minimum PF pension will
protect the worse-off among the retired

b Union Cabinet’s approval 1o rakse the
T wage ceiling for manditory coverage un

der the Employees” Providents Fund Or
panisaton (EPFO) fram 315,000 w0 335,000,
though beknted, = commendable. The B)P-led por
vermment has fimally responded to this long
standing Jemand of workers o the organised
sector. Around 51 lakh additional emplovees may
be brought under the PF fold, which has around
7.98 crore contributing members. Those in the
wage slab of 05,000-225,000 will now be o>
vered under the Employess” Pension Scheme
(EPS), 206, Although Union Labour Minister
Mansukh Mandaviva ced a government survey
s the hasis for the increase, the 2 year delay in
imglementing it should have been avoided,
Minister, who saad that the average salary in -
me esnablishments was 123,000, shosdd also
s bor the survey's Seclings public for 3 better un-
derstanding of the country's overall wage situa
thon. Wich some concerns having been ralsed that
ot every employer may be willng to make the
additioesal comtributions reguired after the revi-
slon, the govermment must ensure that all em
ployers comply with the baw,

So far, the govermment has been stlent on re
vising the EPS mindmm pension of T1LO0O, fixed
in Septemibyer 2004 alongside the previous revi
sion m the PF wage ceiling. EPFO perssoners
Ive been demmandieng the hike in the minimum
pension amount, Before it assumed office i the
Centre in 2004, the BIP had urged the Congress
led UPA governament to keep the minimum pen
sion at T3,000 aexd index it to inflation. Yet, it has
not made even a symbolic beginming towards the
Indexagion of pension 1 Inflation. Moreover,
about 45% of the nearly 82 hkh persioners re-
cefve L0000 or kess, In March 2006, the Joint Par
liamentary Standing Commitee on Labour re
minded the gpovernmemt that “the existing
MirETRIM pension amount is imadegquate 10 meet
event the husic needs of pensioners paeticulaly in
the ... scenario marked by . rising healthcare
and lving expenses”. Also, little is known about
the follow-up to the panels recommmendation fos
“an urgent and comprebensive review of the mi-
nimum pension”. The EPFO must release the
nndngs of actuarial assessment, made by valuers
in recent years, This should also be beneficial 1o
the PF body, as EFFO CED Ramesh Krishoamur
thi observed I an incerview with The Hindy in
August that “there 5 a misconception that the
[pension) fund has unlimited resources”™, while
ruling cest the reopening of the window for high
ef pevsiors. Even il the government s wrwilling
to ressore the pre- 2004 coverage, under which all
emplovees were covered regardless of thelr wag-
e, it should consider relaxation of the restriction
on the coverage. Else, many pensioners will be
peshed bedow the poverty line.
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fromtier. But the most mmpoeint question 1s

not how deep we cam go, hogv much we can
mine, or how moch wealth Bes Peneath the
ooean floor, 1 s move fundamegral: Should
everything that can be technolofically exploted
necessarily be explosted? The giestion is P Ragayan
partkcularty importam as India spengthens lis
position = deep-sea exploration §nd develops the
sclentine and 1echnobogical capafiinies o scoms protessonal
one of the least underntood parts i the planet rezenence I7 the

orGersation and

A growing deep-sea footprint ranagemert of
Incdia i not new to seabed mineral exfRoration (335131 ang manine
an] Badils Thisqudasesiiatiiiadl oa" s Do Authoriny SIS
(BA) exploraion oNtrsts o —
approccimately 95,000 sguire blometres across
the Cemtral Indian Ocean Basin, Central Indiam
Fadee and Carksberg Ridge in the internatsonal
seabed area s exploration has entified an
estimated 366 mlion sonnes of polymetallic
nodules containing nicked, copper, cotualt and
manganese, alongside extensve environmental
and blodiversity studies

Under the Deep Ocean Mission, India is
devedoping deepsea mining technology.
unscerwater robotics amd the MATSYA-GOO0
human submersble, while the National Insttune
of Ocean Techaology has tested 2 mining
machine a depths of about 5,270 metres. At the
samne time, iodversily saerveys across 19
searmounts huve studied seound 1,300 deep-sea
organisms, inchading nearly 23 species reporied
a5 new 40 soence, These achievements also

l ndia is standing at the threshgid of a2 pew

Wi begdogrit
with ower a decade of

impose a prolound respossibility 1o decide Indiaa has an
wihwther echecdogical ability should ukimateh opportuniny o
lead 10 expdodtation. become a global

Technological progress can creste a dangerous leader not oah
msumptions: if we can explor something, we
should. But the deep ocean challenges thes logic.

I s a complex and poorly undersioond ecosysiern,

In deepsea
technology ban

and India’s oun hiodiversity research contimses abso in decprsea
to reveal previously unknown ongamsims. We ecokogical
cannot confidently predict the conseguences of ROVCTIanNCe

brpe-scale seabed disturbance while our
understancing of these ecosystems reemains
Incoanplete. THhs s mot an angument agalnst
scwenoe, bt for more science before potestially
irreversibie mtervention, Deep-sea minerals man
bave legitimane strategic importance for India's
renewable-energy, electnic-mobaity and
advanced manulacturing ambirons. However,
sirateglic Enportance cannal aulomatically
become ecokgical permission. Befoay
compadering extraction, India should ask whether
the mineraks arv genuinely mecessary o the
proposed scale, whether alternatives exist, and
whether demand can be reduced through
recycheg, efficiency, substitution and » cieoula
economy. Secessaty must be demonstraed. not
presumed

India’s investment I deep-ocean scence need
not imply a commEment 1o comenercial mining
Exploration can advance knowledge, hiodiversity
assessment, environmerdal basebees and
pecheodogy without leading to explotation
Mining, however, would physically disturb the
seabed. Therefore, adaptive management alone
cannot guaransee ecological peotection. India has
an opportunny o adopt & stronger princge
before exploitation begims: the guestion should
ot be “How can we mine with minimem
camage?™ but Do we need 10 mane at all?* Sece
India’s I1SA activities remsain at the exploration
stage, this is the right e 10 estabdish 2 high
ecological threshok] foe any Rure decision 1o
expiolt

Sclence must also teach us to say ‘no’

The dewp coean is now emernging & the mexs
frontier for economic growth, Yet, we expect the
ooean to regubste cimente and support
biodiversity while extending industrial activity
o 1ts keast undersiood ecosystems. The oosan
should not become a place where the
emvironmental costs of human corsueption ane
simply redocated, Sclemtific progress should mnos
meeam making moee of nature exploitable and

T environmental responsibility

then calling it sustainable, Troe sustainable
development muet reduce dependence on
extraction chrough loswer demand, resource
efficsency, recvoling, substitution and circubar
consumption - principles reflected in India’s
Mesion LIFE. Science must therefore help us use
resources responsibly and, equally snportantly,
determine when we do not need o use them at
A1, This calls for 2 broader understanding of
sChontifc progres. Sclenoe shosdd not mesely
open new fronteers for explotation; it should also
reveal which frontiers are best left umouched
The abdity to sty “we do not need to go there™
may itself represent a higher level of scentihe
anad civlisacional maturity thae simply proving
that we can

India can lead a different model
India has an opportunity 1o become a global
keader I doep sea ecologicad governance. India
coukd take the bold step of recogrming the deep
ocen not merely a8 & mineral reserve, bat a8 3
precious ecological asset whose value may exceed
thae of its mineral wealth. It could use the
knowiedge galned chrough the Deep Ocean
Mession 10 conclude that some pooely understood
ansd potentially irreversible ecosvstems are betber
beft undisturbed. Progress is mot how much
nature we can coervert into resources, but how
much we can preserve while meeting hassan
newds. This would reafem India's loog-standing
civilisational tradition of Tiving in harmony with
nature

The defining exrviroomental approaches of this
cemtury -~ Natare-tased Solutions, the SDCs, the
Circular Economy and Mission LIFE — share »
commaon principhe: nature & the capital on which
development depends. They call for conserving
evosystems, reduciy resource consumption and
ensuring responsible developmemt. Scaence and
technology must therefone 1ol s mot only how
o we can go bant also where we must stop. Ows
future depends on preserving the natural capetal
that sustains developenent

Youlube Homework
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India Deep
Tech Alliance
Invests

2,170 crore
in Sﬁjrms

The Hindu Bureau

NEW DELHI

The India Deep Tech Al-
liance (IDTA)’s members,
which include individual
and corporate investors
from India and abroad, in-
vested 2,170 crore in 56
deep-tech firms in India ov-
er the last year, the group-
ing announced at the Sem-
icon India 2026 event. The
investments were made
“independently by indivi-
dual IDTA members in ac-
cordance with their res-
pective investment
strategies and processes,”

it said . Principal Scientific
Adviser to the government
Ajay Kumar Sood said the
investments showed that
the “vision” behind the Tl
lakh crore Research, Deve-
lopment and Innovation
(RDI) scheme of the De-
partment of Science and
Technology was “begin-
ning to translate into meas-
urable action”.

“The RDI Scheme and
industry-led initiatives can
complement each other in
strengthening the path-
ways through which pro-
mising technologies move
from the laboratory to the
market and create long-
term strategic and eco-
nomic value for India,” Mr.
Sood said. Energy and cli-
mate-related start-ups got
over 30% of the capital,
with eight firms receiving
3655 crore. Quantum, ro-
botics and space start-ups
received nearly a similar
share, split among 21 com-
panies. Al received nearly
30%, with 16 firms receiv-
Ing 3639 crore.



India Deep Tech Alliance (IDTA) SRATT 31 of4as fHa9re,
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Higher advance tax mop-up boosts
net direct tax collection by 13%

Press Trust of Indi
NEW DELHI

buoyed by better advance
tax mop-up from corpo-
rates, data released by
CBDT on Friday showed.

Advance tax mop-up
grew 16.2% to about ¥5.22
lakh crore. This includes
an 18% growth, at over
¥4.16 lakh crore, in ad-
vance tax payments by cor-
porates, and a 9.24% rise in
non-corporate advance tax
of T1.06 lakh crore.

Gross direct tax collection
clocked 15% growth.

Refunds jumped 29.2%
to over ¥2.2 lakh crore till
September 17 as per the
Central Board of Direct
Taxes (CBDT) data.

Gross direct tax collec-

tion clocked 15% growth,
totalling over ¥14.32 lakh
crore. After adjusting for
refunds, net collections
from direct taxes (includ-
Ing corporate, non corpo-
rate, STT) grew 3% to over
12.12 lakh crore.

The government has
budgeted to collect Rs
26.97 lakh crore from di-
rect taxes in the current fi-
nancial year, a 15% growth
over Rs 23.40 lakh crore
collected in FY26.

Corporate tax mop-up

Net corporate tax mop-up
rose 19.5% to about ¥5.56
lakh crore, while non-cor-
porate tax (individuals and

HUFs) mop-up rose 6% to
over ¥6.16 lakh crore. Se-
curities Transactions Tax
(STT) collection grew 53%
to ¥40,214 crore between
April 1 and September 17.
Deloitte India partner,
Rohinton Sidhwa said the
over 50% rise in STT mop-
up seems to be primarily
driven by rate hikes in the
Budget rather than a rise in
turnover. A 150% hike was
effected in STT rates on
equity futures, effective
April 1, 2026. AKM Global
managing partner Amit
Maheshwari, said the
trends were broadly con-
sistent with the underlying
momentum in economy.

Youlube Homework

Direct Tax & Indirect Tax



exploration after Argentine sanctions

Agence France-Presse
LONDON

The British government on
Friday said the Falkland Is-
lands had the “right to de-
velop their natural re-
sources as they see ft"
after Argentina sought
tougher sanctions for oil
projects in the British-ad-
ministered territory.

Britain and Argentina
fought a brief but bitter 10-
week war in 1982 over the
South Atlantic islands,
known to Argentines as Las
Malvinas.

Argentine President Ja-
vier Milei has renewed
claims over the islands, tar-
geting in particular a UK.-
Israeli oil project near the
archipelago.

Mr. Milei has backed a

Contested territory: The Falkland Islanders themselves voted
overwhelmingly in 2013 to remain British. AF¢

Bill that would ban the de-
velopment of any natural
resources in without auth-
orisation from Buenos
Aires, raising the penalty
set out in an older law to a
maximum 20 vyears in
prison.

His government also

filed a criminal complaint
against Israeli firm Navitas
for drilling in a major oil
field off the Falklands.
“The UK. Government
and our diplomatic net-
work stands fully behind
those businesses and indi-
viduals. They have our full

support,” the U.K. foreign
office said in a statement.

Navitas has a majority
share of the Sea Lion off-
shore oil project, with Bri-
tain's Rockhopper holding
the rest. Both companies
have insisted they have va-
lid exploration licences
supported by the UK.

Mr. Milei says the pro-
ject violates a UN resolu-
tion calling on both sides
to desist from unilateral ac-
tions in the islands.

The Falkland Islanders
themselves voted over-
whelmingly in 2013 to re-
main British. But Argenti-
na rejects that outcome,
arguing that the principle
of self-determination does
not apply to a population it
considers implanted by
Britain after 1833.

Youlube Homework
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A week after capturing Red Sea city,
Houthi rebels eye Yemen’s oil-rich east

The Houthis™ biggest Eind grab in vears has reggnited Yemen's long-running avil war, sending 125 Likh people Seeing and rattling gobal fuel markets
with the rebels now turming their sights towards the east, the SaudiFbacked goat. and a Iractured array of rival forces are scrambling o hold the Bne

Associamed Press
CAIRD
s bewnt 4 wewk sdnce
l Yemen's Iran-backed
Houchl rebeks

stormed down the Red Sea
ooast, extendmg  thew
reach 1w a key maricime
chokepotet and threaten
ing Sodi Arabias ol

CAPOITS.
The Houthss™  biggest
land grab m years reignned

Yemen's 12vear oivil war
and passhed up glohal fued
prwces. It also gave lran
another potential souroe of
leverage a5 the United
Stanes has staried o loosen
Tehram's grip on the Scrait
of Hormuz, on the other
side of the Arablan Penin
sula. The Houthss are also
firing &t Saudi oil Baclities
and tankers. An attack on
Sa® Arabla’s ea west pi
peline, blamed on Iran
backed mibtias in Irag, ad
ded o an unlolding night
msare o the Kegudom and
racthed world markets.

The rebel bhlnz hes
foeced soame 1,25000 Ye
mends 1o flee their homes
The civil war has killed ov
er 1L.50000 people and ot
times pushed the country
1o the brink of amine

Now the rebels appesr
to be eyeing Yemen's oal
rich east. So Gr, the anly
thing standing = thelr way
is Yemen's Saudi-backed
government and an anray
of Torces that have Tought
one another as recently as
January, Saudi  Arabta's
ot important ally, the
LS., appears to be siiting
thils one oun.

The Hounhis captured

the important Red Sea pont
city of Mokha before taking
several Blhinds oear the
nerow  Bab e Mandeb
strait, throagh which some
12% of world trade passes
in peacetime. They are also
just 32 kilometres (20
miles) from Djibouts, a
small African nation ot
ing U.S and other milbtary
hases.

The Houthis first swepe
down from their morthern
heartland in 2004, capeur
ing the capinal, Sansa, and
much of northern Yemen,
Saudi Arabia  inmtervened
the following year,
figheing raged until a 202
ceasetire.

I revent dins, there bas
been heavy fghting (n and
around Mar®, a central <
ty = an otl-rich provinee of
the same name. Previous
Houthd ofensives hawve
faded to capture the city,
which also serves as 2 mili-
tary hub for Sasd backed
forces, The Howthis also
threaten the western city
ol Tale, & Tront line Toe
mch of the conllict

The Houthes wame Saudi
Arabla o Uit a longTun
ning Bockade on the serri-
tory they control

“It Is Saudi Arabla thaa
closed) the Bab ¢-Mandeb
strant to shipping traffic o
and from Yemnen, and im
posed an unjust Blockade
on the oountry. Mo
hammed alBakhainl, a
member of the Houthis'
political barean, told AX

The Sauads and their al
lhes have long stragaied 10
contam or deter  the
Houthes, and may be
tempted 10 sewk a diplo-

Intessifying conflict: Houth: sugporers colebrate advasces alory

the Hed Sew coaviere in Sanaes

matic sodution o halt the
attacks. That might uls
mately require LS, comoes
sions to lran, the only
coumtry with leverage over
the Houthes

The LLS., which bambed
the Houthis under the &
den and Trump admines
trathoes, has shown no in
terest in getting involved
this time around, and the
Howthis appear keen 1o
kewp B that way, They say
they are onldy attacking
Sauck shipping.

Windward, a shipping
firm, reported a dip in traf
nc through the Bab o Man
deb fram 35 daily transits
before the Houthi advance
o 25 after, bux trafhc has
already  recovered  and
clmbed 10 45 transits on
Sundary.

The Houths could stib
expandd thew target bank
beyvond Saudi ships and
tankers, During (heir self
stvied blockade of Israel at
the hegght of the war m Ga
£1, the Houthis anacked

Yermen, on Fexley REUTERS

ships in the Red Sea wich
no known connection 10
that conflict. “At the mo
ment, theldr foows Is on Sau
di-linked shipping.” said
Valentin  d'Hauthaile, 2
West Asla analyst @
ACLED, 3 confct moestor
But they mught "extend the
criteria acoording to which
wssels are assessedd 1o be
‘Saudi-linked’ w0 Incorease
pressare on both Saudi
A the ghobal economy ”

Allies and pacts

Regioesal mediators ave
sprung into action, but a
diplomatic agreement ap
pears  unbikely  withoast
some kind of breakthrough
in the wider lram war. ran
wants the US o lit a
blockade and sanctions
that have devastmed s
economy, while the LS.
sevks the full reopening of
the Serait of Horma and a
deal 1w roll back Tehran's
nuchear programme.
Nedther side has shown any
s of Baadkging sinoe a prre-

limemary agreement guack-
ly crumbled owver the
s et

Lasr weekend, Omuan
hosted 2 meeting between
U.S. and Housthl represen
tatrees, 3 Houthi ofciad
and another indivadual {2
mdar with the alks wid
the AP thes week

The US says it has been
In “constant contact™ with
the Saudis, a chose ally and
the recipient of billions of
dodlars I Amerccan mik
LArY assistne

Saddi Crown Prince Mo
amened bin Salman re
cently visited Egype, which
has served as a regional
mediator. A government
official in Turkey, another
potential medator, said
this week thae It was In
talks with bran ax] the Un-
ited Arab Emerates o try
and lower 1enskomns.

The Houths attacks are
the first test of a new de
fence pact among Sasdi
Arabia, NATO  member
Turkey and nuckear power
Paksran. Bur ohdals from
Turkey and Pakistan sav
they have not recetved a
Sauch reguest lor ssppaort.

The Eatest fighting has
killed eght cvilians and
wounded another 32, ac
cordiog 1o the UN humani
tarian office, which snsan
estimated 1.25,000 people
bave fhed their homes. The
Health Ministry im the Sou
& backed government says
the Houthis hine  Killed
around 150 cwvilians snce
Seprember 3,

Sauddi Arabia sak] Thurs-
dary that debris from an o
tercepted  Houths  drone
killed oo person  and

wounded two others in the
krgdom.

Yemen was the poorest
Arab country even befiore
the civil war, and has expe-
rienced widespread hun
ger in recent years becase
of the contlict and the Sau-
di-ded blockade.

THhe Houthis' detention
of UN and aid workers bas
hasnpered International as
sistance in the territories
they comtrol. Experts say
the Houthis have struggled
10 pay il servants, head-
ing to some unrest, and
hive diverted  much ol
their tax revenues 50 thwir
military wing.

The UN humanitarian
olce, known a3 OCHA,
says only 200 of ns hu
manitarian appeal for Ye
men has been funded, and
that “milbions risk losing
access 1o Jood, healtheare,
nutrtion, water and pro-
fechion services.”

“The neets are ox
tremely high right now,”
said Sara Ahmed, a super-
visor with Docroes Withoan
Boeders in Mokbea, Dactons
are working under dficult
condrions to keep essen
tial services running des-
pite hearing airstrikes, she
sald.

Mahida Abmed fled the
fighting in Mokha and is
now shekeriog i a dis
placement camp in Aden,
where the Saudibacked
powermmnemt 5 headquar
tered. She said she et | a
hurry, with her children
but no belongings, while
her Pusband is still strand-
ed in Mokha. “This war has
been completely devastan
g for us,” she saxd
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U.S. gives UN one more year to end
support for Somalia peacekeepers

Reuters
MOGADISHU/NAIROBI

week, Washington said
“the United States is willing
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to support a I12-month
.l y drawdown followed imme-

The United States (U.S.)

has agreed to give the UN
another year to wind down
its support for African pea-
cekeepers in Somalia, a
document showed - a
move that gives some
breathing space to a force
that was fearing quicker
cuts, but still leaves its fu-
ture in peril.

Reuters reported in July
that Washington - increas-
ingly frustrated with the
administration in Mogad-
ishu - said it would block
UN from supporting the
African Union (AU) force
which props up the go-
vernment and helps it fight
al Qaeda-linked militants.

Analysts have warned
that any weakening of the
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Analysts warn any weakening of AU peacekeepers in Somalia would
undermine the govt. and exacerbate the political turmoil. REUTERS

AU peacekeepers would
severely undermine the go-
vernment there and could
exacerbate the political
turmoil in a combustible
region near the Red Sea.
The peacekeepers,
known as the AU Support
and Stabilisation Mission
in Somalia, rely heavily on
UN support for essential lo-

gistics such as food, water,
fuel, medical services and
transportation of troops.

The U.S. had told the AU
in July it would use its clout
to prevent the UN support-
ing the peacekeepers from
the start of next year.

In another diplomatic
note seen by Reuters and
shared with embassies last

diately by liquidation™ of
the UN Support Office in
Somalia (UNSOS).

Without that 12-month
window, the funding could
have stopped by Decem-
ber, when the mandate of
that UN office expires.

A spokesperson for the
U.S. State Department told
Reuters that Washington
would no longer fund or
support the UN office in
Somalia, whose total bud-
get is around $500 million.

The move will buy So-
malia and its partners
some more time to find
other backers, but does
not lift the threat over the
peacekeeping force’s
future.
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