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India-New Zealand FTA takes effect on Oct. 20

The agreement aims at doubling bilateral trade
to ¥35,000 crore over the ‘next four to five years’

Saptaparno Ghosh

NEW DELHI

he Free Trade

Agreement (FTA)

between India and
New Zealand that was ratl-
fied on Monday and comes
into effect on October 20
aims at doubling bilateral
trade to 35,000 crore in
the “next four to five
yvears”, according to Union
Commerce Minister Piyush
Goval.

“The entry into force of
the India-New Zealand FTA
will rranskate this goal into
COnCrete  economic  ou-
comes,” he wold journalists.

According to New Zea-
land's foreign trade office,
the FTA Is set 10 erase im-
port levies on all Indian
goods, while 95% of ex-

ports to Indis will either be
allowed tarifffree or o
“sharply” reduced levies.

Mr. Goyal insisted that
India has safeguarded its
sensitive sectors, such as
dairy and agricultural pro-
duce, including onions, al-
monds, chickpeas, peas,
artificial honey, and sugar,
not granting Wellington
any relaxation or conces-
sions on these products in
the agreement. The deal
will benefit India's micro,
medium, and small enter-
prises, farmers, handloom
artisans, and weavers, the
Minister added.

New Zealand also has
technological expertise in
manufacturing of engi-
neering and other goods,
Mr. Goval said. “They
could look o support our

India’s dairy, and other sensitive agriculture
sectors will remain protected, says Minister

TODD McCLAY

Minister of Trade and Investment,

New Zealand

companies or invest and
set up manufacturing in In-
dia o capture global mar-
kets,” he added.

New Zealand's Minister
of Trade and Investment,

Todd McClay, emphasised

It [the FTA| gives confidence r’ N
10 our business communities
o grow, form relationships, and trade

They [New Zealand| could
0ok 1o support our companics
or invest and set up manufacturing in
India o capeure ghobal markets

PIYUSH GOYAL

Union Commerce Minister

the signihicance of the two
countries getring the deal
done a1 a tme of global
“uncertainty”, with esca-
lating tariffs and trade bar-
riers. “It gives confidence
to our business commumni-

ties to grow, form relation-
ships, and trade,” he said.

India Is New Zealand's
ninth largest export mar-
ket, and the value of bilat-
eral trade between the two
countries stood at S1.3 bil-
lion in the fscal year
2024-25.

Elaborating on the po-
tential avenues for invest-
ment, Mr. Goyal said:
"There are many areas
where they have cutting:
edge technology and inno-
vation. Agriculture is one
of their strengths in certain
products.” He pointed to
kiwi farming and apicul-
ture as prime examples.

Wellington has commit-
ted $20 bilkon worth of fo-
redgn direct investment in-
to India as part of the deal.

The Commerce Minister

said that global investors
are interested in setting up
manufacturing in India not
only for access to the large
Indian market but also to
help “seamlessly export”
to about two-thirds of the
global economy where In-
dia has preferential market
access,

Mr. Goval observed that
in several countries, in-
cluding New Zealand, la
bour is scarce and expen-
sive. Mamufacturing  in
Inchia instead would be
more economical.

LS. sanctions law

“They are on the lookout
for countries where they
can export their technolo-
gy 10 a trusted parner,
where intellectual proper-

ty is respected and would

FTA to erase import levies on Indian goods; 95%
exports to India to be tariff-free or at low levies

not be stolen,” he added.

Asked about India’s res-
ponse to recent United
States legislation imposing
sanctions on countries
buying Russian oil, Mr.
Goyal sald that the fine
print of the law was being
studied.

Responding to a query
from The Hindu about pro-
gress on India's trade deal
with Chile, Mr, Goyal sail,
following productive talks,
“in the coming months, we
willl hear some good news.”

About the trade deal
with Canada, the Union Mi-
nister noted that both sides
have resolved to fast-track
discussions. Indian nego-
tiators are slated to visit the
North American country
for the ffth round of talks
on October 5, he said.
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Accused entitled to release if
grounds of arrest not given: SC

Right to know grounds of arrest, availability of counsel of choice are fundamental rights under
Article 221 of Constitution, and ‘cannot be breached under any situation;, savs Supreme Court

Krishnadas Rajagopal

NEW DELHI

he Supreme Court
Tin a judgment on

Monday held that
an arrested person kept in
the dark about the grounds
of arrest and without ac-
cess to a lawyer was entit-
led to immediate release.

The right to know the
grounds of arrest in writing
in a familiar language, and
the availability of a counsel
of choice, was a sacrosanct
fundamental right under
Article 2X(1) of the Consti-
tution, and “cannot be
breached under any situa-
tion”, a Bench headed by
Justice Ujjal Bhuyan said. It
has 1o be followed withowt
exception and at  the
earliest.

“Any breach or nonr
compliance would entail
immediate release of the
arrested person because
such arrest Is unconstitu-
tional. We cannot tinker
with the most important
safeguards provided under
Article 22... Any attempt 1o
encroach upon the funda-
mental rights guaranteed
under Article 22(1) of the
Constitution has 0 be

and remand

JUSTICE UJJAL BHUYAN
Supreme Court judge

QQ Any attempt to encroach
upon the fundamental

rights guaranteed under Article

22(1) of the Constitution has to be
frowned upon by the courts and
dealt with strictly. It would
vitiate the process of arrest

frowned upon by the
courts and dealt with
strictly. It would vitiate the
process of arrest and re-
mand,” Justice Bhuyan
observed,

The Bench, also com-
prising Justice Awl S,
Chandurkar, sald the right
under Article 22(1) was a
“mandatory constitutional
safeguard”. It applied
across the spectrum, in-
cluding offences under the
Indian Penal Code and un-
der special enactments,
which include the laws on
terrorism
laundering.

Probe agencies cannot
shrug off a breach of Art-
cle 22(1) as a “mere proced-
ural lapse”, Justice Bhuyan
observed, Agencies cannot

and  money

contend that a violation of
the Article would not ren-
der custody illegal or entit-
le an accused to bail. The
agencies had it completely
wrong, the Bench said.

“When an accused is re-
leased for violation of his
fundamental rights under
Article 22(1), he is not en-
larged on bail. He is re-
leased from illegal and un-
constitutional detention,”
Justice Bhuyan
emphasised.

Even subsequent filing
of chargesheet and order
of cognisance would not
validate such an arrest, Jus-
tice Bhuyan underscored.

No blanket immunity
The court was answering a
question as to whether an

accused who had sufered
breach of Clauses (1) and
(2) of Article 22 could be re-
arrested for the same of-
fence, and if so, under
what circumstances.
Clause (2) of the Article
mandates the production
of an accused person be-
fore the Magistrate within
24 hours of arrest.

There cannot be a blan-
ket immunity against fu-
ture arrest, Justice Bhuyan
said, as some cases relate
to grave offences. Howev-
er, any such move by the
probe agencies must be
based on stringent judicial
oversight in order 1o pro-
tect citizens from police
arbitrariness.

The apex court directed
that a specific sanction
from the Magistrate con-
cerned must precede any
attempt by the police 1o ar-
rest for the second time a
person whose earlier ar-
rest was declared Wllegal for
violating rights under Arti-
cle 22(1) of the
Constitution.

The police must apply
before the Magistrate, pro-
viding recorded reasons
for seeking arrest, the judg-
ment said.
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100%

tught likely to be

declared in Maharashtra
by month-end: Minister

| .

Never seen such severe dry spell, says Cooperation Minister Babasaheb Patil: State has initiated
student fee waivers, electricity bill reductions and water tanker deployments in response, he adds

The Hindu Bureau
MUMBAIL

aharashtra Coop-

eration  Minister

Babasaheb Patil
on Monday said the BJP-led
Mahayuti government will
soon declare 100% drought
in the State. Speaking on
the severity ol the crisis,
Mr. Patil said, “In my entire
life, | have never seen such
a severe drought. All crops,
including sova bean, cot
ton and sugarcane, have
suffered duoe o the dry
spell and the loss is huge.
The 100% drought declara
tion is expected by the end
of September based on the
National Disaster Response
Fund norms.”

The Minister said the go
vernment has already in-
itiated measures such as
fee waiver for students,
electricity bill walver, and
deployment of water tank-
ers to provide relief.

The statement assumes
significance as it is the first
time a Minister has spoken
of a 100% drought declara-
tion. So far, the official po-

A farmer in Umarga taluka of Dharashiv district letting his cattle graze
on his crop that has withered due to the dry spell. SPEOAL ARRANGENENT

sition of the government
has been that crop damage
surveys and ground verif-
cation would be conducted
after October 5.

Several regions in the
State have been facing a
prolonged dry spell, caus-
ing extensive crop hoss and
forcing farmers to Incur
heavy losses. According to
the State Agriculture De-
partment, rainfall has re
mained absent for over 20
days in at least 83 talukas
across 20 districts. At least
six districts, including Am-

ravati, Solapur and Latur,
have recorded rainfall def
cit of 40-50%. Water tank-
ers have started plying in
villages such as Naichakur
in Dharashiv district

Advisory to districts

In view of the crisis, the
State government has in-
structed district adminis-
trations to revive existing
water sources and build
water supply networks in
villages facing shortage in-
stead of treating tankers as
the first solution.

A circular Issued by the
State Soil and Water Con-
servation Department on
September 16 stated that
the Groundwater Surveys
and Development Agency
will identify villages with
drinking water shortage
and submit the list 1o Dis-
trict Collectorates by Oc
tober. District Collectors
will have to plan interven-
tions for the villages for the
period between October
and December. The plans
are to be submitted by No-
vember 15, lollowed by
plans for January-March
2027 by December 20, and
for April-June 2027 by Ja
nuary 20, it stated.

Meanwhile, Chief Minis-
ter Devendra Fadnavis on
Monday said the govern
ment would not wait for
Central assistance to help
farmers facing distress duoe
to inadequate rainfall. “A
formal crop loss assess
ment would be carried out
after October 5 as required
under the rules, following
which the State would seek
assistance  from  the
Centre,” he told reporters.

Youlube Homework

®* Scheduled Natural Calamities
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Kasturirangan report on Western Ghats
threatens livelihoods: Karnataka CM

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

Karnataka Chief Minister
D.K. Shivakumar on Mon-
day told the Legislative As-
sembly that the proposed
implementation of the Kas-
turirangan Committee re-
port could threaten the li-
velihoods of people in 10
districts, even as he reaf-
firmed the State govern-
ment’s commitment to
protecting the livelihoods

of farmers and residents of
the Western Ghats.

During the debate on
the report, Mr. Shivakumar
said its recommendations
had created “an atmosph-
ere of fear” among farm-
ers. “More than six rivers
originate and flow through
the Western Ghats. The
proposal of unscientific
measures has caused wi-
despread anxiety regard-
ing people’s livelihoods,”
he said. Before attending

the session, Mr. Shivaku-
mar had toured the coastal
and Malnad regions, which
would be affected by the
report, and had held meet-
ings with people.
According to the Kastu-
rirangan report, 20,668 sq.
km of Karnataka’s Western
Ghats region has been
identiied as ecologically
sensitive, covering 1,449
villages. Mr. Shivakumar
said people and farmers
had made several sugges-

tions during his consulta-
tions. “Farmers have
sought rejection of the re-
port and have demanded
that a new committee be
constituted. They have also
urged that the Ecologically
Sensitive Zone classifica-
tion be scrapped and the
Keralam model adopted,”
he said.

The Centre has asked
Karnataka to convey its de-
cision on the report by
September 27.

Youlube Homework

Fauna & Flora bf Western Ghat
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Aadhaar no proof of
age for registration of
marriage: Karnataka

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

The Department of Stamps
and Registration in Karna-
taka has directed officials
across the State to not con-
sider Aadhaar card as
proof of age for the bride
and groom for registration
of marriages.

In a circular, it said, “Of-
ficials must consider either
birth certificate or school
certificate and in the ab-
sence of these two docu-
ments, they can consider
medical certificate issued

by doctor for registration
of marriage.” The direction
came in the light of inci-
dents where the age in the
Aadhaar card and birth
certificate were mis-
matched, resulting in child
marriage.

Child rights activists
across the State have al-
leged that parents or guar-
dians of the bride changed
the age in the Aadhaar card
photocopy or through a
correction window availa-
ble under the Unique Iden-
tification Authority of In-
dia (UIDAI).”
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Will try to list Mamata’s plea

against EC decision to freeze
symbol of Trinamool: CJI

The Hindu Bureau

NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on
Monday agreed to try and
list a petition filed by form-
er West Bengal Chief Minis-
ter Mamata Banerjee
against a decision by the
Election Commission to
freeze the symbol of the
Trinamool Congress.
Appearing before Chief
Justice of India Surya Kant,
who is leading a three-
judge Bench, senior advo-
cate Kapil Sibal, represent-
ing Ms. Banerjee, made an
oral mentioning that the
Election Commission’s in-
terim order freezing the
symbol even as proceed-

ings under the Election

s (Reservation and
Allotmeny_Order 1968 i Order 196,
was unwarrante

“The Election Commis-
sion is crossing new miles-

amata Banerjee

tones every time,” Mr. Sibal
submitted.

Chief Justice Kant said
both sides would have ar-
guments to make, and the
court would hear all the
parties. “We will try to
hear it this week,” he said.

New allotment

The petition was filed
hours after the poll body,
on September 17, allotted
new names and symbols to

the two factions of 8k
namool led by Mamatag
Ritabrata Banerjee.
The Mamata faction got
the name “Mamata All In @
dia Trinamool Congress”
with “football player” as its
symbol, while the Ritabra -/
ta grouping was allotted==
the name “Democratic Ty
namool Congress” with t
symbol “envelope”.
The plea said the EC &
not comprehensively loof
into the party structure
while considering rival
claims made by the camps.
The petition said the EC
had banked on the state-
ments of rebel legislators.
The Mamata camp has
filed a petition highlighting
the delay in the disqualifi-
cation proceedings pend-
ing before the West Bengal
Assembly Speaker against
the 10 legislators from the
rebel faction.

’

_—
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Deployment of weapons calls for
multikateral governance in space
Ithough the US. military doctrine was
A openly corsidering offersive and defen-
sive space controd by 2005, the admessaon
om September 14 by US. Air Force Secretary Troy
Meink, and confirmeed by Space Force chief Gen.
Douglas Schiess, that the country has deployed
“on-orbit space comtrol weapons™ 10 “deferxd
against hastile adversary action” is cause for con-
cern. Satellite systems increasingly underpan
communications, energy, and inancial networks
and maryy commercial systems serve civilian and
milary wsers. To that end, the US, Russia, Chi-
ma, and India, among others, have been develop-
irgg counter-space capabilities while comtributing
to the technological and strategic emvironment
rendering earth arbit the next major battleheld.
The increasing milicary use of commercial satel
lites can endanger the protections they enjoy un-
der mternational humanitarian kw even as this
law is underpeepared for satellites being highly
imterconnected and often dualuse. That saad, the
Getails that justiy the peed for orbatal defence
systems also make poodly specified weapons a
potential cause of mstability. Mr. Meink de-
scribed the weapon as defensive, but U.S. mili-
tary doctrine defines “space control™ a8 encom-
passing both offensive and defensive operations.
Compounxding the consequences of confusson
when two steerable satellites approach each oth-
er without understanding the other’s intentions
~ including due to future autosomous satellines
running artficial intelligence modeds anboard
is the lack of palicy details. What constitutes
“hostile action”™ and what the weapon can do re-
main undear. While the Outer Space Treaty does
ot ban weapons in orbit per g, Article IV prohi-
bees nuclear weapons or other weapons of mass
destruction in orbit - a flusd Boe considering the
centrality of satellite-based metworks for contem-
porary society and the abdiny of cooventional
weapons to render damage en masse; its Article
Il also requires space activities to comply with
imternational bw. But when an autonomous,
dual-use orbital asset operated by a commercial
entity initsites an unwanted defensive strike, the
existing rubes, including the Liability Coemvention,
cannce be appled straightforwardly to deter
mine accountability. The rules have become too
coarse for what contemporary technologies, and
the dediming esteem for a rules-based workd or
der, warrant, The UN. Open-Ended Working
Group on the ‘Prevention of an Arms Race m Owt
er Space” should offer governments an opportun-
ity 10 address the disclosure. The US. govern-
ment should also reveal the particulars of the
weapons i has deployed, and enter into a malki-
lateral governance arrangement that defines ex-
act thresholds of action and escalation.
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The TilCirpe medaseris about 48 cm lorg and

weighn sround 1.4 kg making & wnaler than e
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Cat family gets
a new Bolivian
member after

over a century

diminutive wilkd cat that imhabas
A Bolivia's dowd forest has been

iherntihied as a previously
unknown species, marking the fingt time a
new Bving cat species has been formally
named and described i more than a
century

T'he cat, called Tikcnvo by local
commumities, s part of 2 group called
tiger cans found across maach of South
America. It was found in Bolivia's hush
Yongas forest, 3 mountainous region
where forests are often covered by douds
and surrounded by high humiciey,
according to researchers. it measures
about 46 cm loeg and weighs around 1.4
kg, makieg it smaler than the average
domestic cat
Researchers used gemetic data 1o

conhirm that the cat Is 2 new species, and
v It the sceniife name Lenpardus
tikcayo, retaining es local name. “Its fur is
Ight brown . with irregularly shaped
rosettes across its body.” said Paola
Nogakes-Ascarmunz, & National Geographic
explorer and ane of the smthors of the
sudy describing the newly dentihed

a2y

Rescarchers wsed genetic data o
combrm that the cat s a new
species, and gave it the sciemilic
name Leopardux tlcayoe

species publshed on Sepeember 17 In the
joumnasl Current Basdogy. Lathe = vet
knosm about the cae's blology and
lidestyle. Remains of small rodems in scat
samples sageest they may fo

pales-Ascamunz sakd
Tger caes are so-called crypex: specwes,
meaning they canmet vasily be
distinguished merely by appearamoe, sad
evolutionary biologest aed study codead
suthor Jonss Lescrourt of the Universty
of Amtwerp In Belgium. Tiger cats
previously bad been considerad a single
species, but genetie stadies decades agn
sigpested the exisence of mdtiple
species. Referring o the new species, Mr.
Lescroart said, “Our information ot thes
maoment ks limiped 0o the two lve
Indivichaals thae we examined, and a small
number of cameratrap records.”

One of the live cats Is a -yearold
male thest pow Trves in Sencls Verde
Wildife Sanctuary after bemg kept by a
local family | thew hoane, Observing the
Bolivian cat drew inferest becimpe “ix
characteristics &d not manch the
descriptions, most of thesn hased on
Braxlian cats” My, Nogsdes-Ascarmes
saidd, “This made us womder what tiger
cot Ao we actually huve in Bolivia™

The pearm analysed DNA fom 38 cats
sampled across several Sourh Aumerican
countries, Bchading cight museum
specimess. The stidy foussd that tiger cats
are In act fve genetically distine species.

“We never expectad this Bollvian tiger
GR 00 be 2 separate species, and no one
had ever proposed It as a diffevene anal,
subspecies or ocherwise,” Mr. Lescroart
said. Gemetic analysis suggested thae the
Tikayo lineage separated fromn other tiger
cants about 14 milbon vears ago. “The
maore differemces i thesr DNA, the longer
the tieme thast we estimate those Teweages
0 berve been physically segaraed.” Mr
Lescroart said, adding thee such a gap is
penetally commsidernd & species-level Svade
in cats

The research team also described 2
new tiger cat subspecies in Peru's Yungs,
naemsing i Leopardus ligrinu anfsuno
aver Antisayu, the region of the ofd Inca
Empire that inchaded the anca it inhabits,

The Intermational Union for
Conservation of Nature, or IUCN, Red List
tracking the stapus of species currently
trests tiger cats as two “vulnerable”
species with dedining popedations.,
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‘Nearly 40% of coal power
plants critically low on fuel’

The number of power plants with critically low coal stocks of less than 25% of the required
inventory rose sharply to 74 as of September 19 from about 60 plants last week, data show

Reuters
NEW DELHI

early 40% of India's
coal-fired  power
plants are operating
with critically low fuel
stocks due to a surge in
power demand amid hot-
ter-than-usual  weather
linked to ELNipo, goyern-
ment wed on

Monday.

The numhcr of power
plants with critically low
coal stocks of less than 25%
of the required inventory
or only able to generate
power for less than three
days rose sharply to 74 as
of September 19 from
about 60 plants last week,
data from the Central Elec-
tricity Authority that is up-
dated daily showed.

India’s peak power de-

N

Power struggle: India’s peak power demand has been hovering
between 230 gigawatts and 250 gigawatts in the past week. REUTERS

mand, a measure of the
maximum electricity re-
quirement, has been ho-
vering between 230 giga-
watts and 250 gigawatts in
the past week.

Peak power demand hit
an all-time high of 270.70

gigawatts in May.

The decline in power
plant stocks appears to be
a temporary logistical issue
rather than a sign of any
structural supply con-
straints, Crisil analysts
said. India’s coal and rail-

way ministries said in early
September they were in-
creasing supplies to the
plants after erratic mon-
soon rains had impacted
shipments.

Renewable power gen-
eration rose about 21% bet-
ween April and August, but
due to the intermittent na-
ture of clean energy, coal-
fired power continued to
play a critical role in meet-
ing round-theclock de-
mand, Crisil said.

Meanwhile, Indian pow-
er producers’ coal imports
in August rose to a 15
month high as a heatwave
boosted electricity de-
mand while hydroelectric
power generation re-
mained subdued, prompt-
ing utilities to turn to costly
overseas supplies, Reuters
reported last week.
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UPI heads towards
a code-less era, a
decade after debut

Ashokamithran T.
MUMEAI

A decade atver the launch
of the Unified Payments In-
terface (UPD, paymem
COmpamies are moving to-
wards a mew phase of G-
tal payments that seeks w0
make transactions  faster
and do away with onetime
passwords (OTPs) and QR
oodes

The Reserve Bank of In-
dia (RED Governor lasa

werk lmmhq i qu and
sactions in et shyip
Pay-

wits Corpotation of Indsa
kib !I, vn.«H"ng paymenes

seThrongh Lulay credit cards

withosnt the need Tor ”I‘b
el conles.

wlled ar thel
spest X026 iy Muam bai
g

the potmt-of-sale (PoS) ter-
minal’s intermet Conmectiv-
Iy, allowing a transactian
o be completed even
when the CEstomer’™s mo
bile device does not have
insernet access. NPCT saud
the facility s curremtly
available for ransactons
of up 1 T5,000. For high
ervalue ransactions, ous-
romers will have 1o enter
thewr PN

UPI has emenged a5 In-
dia’s dominante electronk
PAYINEND Sysiem, sCoount-
Ing for abosnt 85% of tran
sactixms, Introduced n the
ahermach of demonetisa
tiom, its raped adoption has
been driven kargely by the
convensence of making re
tail and utilty payments
withount the need far cash.

However, the growing

QR code 5 gong 10 be 2 thing

of the pont

scale af dighal payvments
has also brought height
enex] comcerns over [l
inchuding incidenggfMvoly
ing the theft or nS&hertent
sharing of OTPs and other
auchentcation credentials.
In response, the RN
mandamed a  twolcor
athemticatbion  for UM
transactions from April |,
2026, prompeing pavment
companies w0 develop &k
ternagives that caombine se
curity with ease of use
Visa and Mastercand, ko
nstance, have mtroduced
passheys as an adkditional
amhenticasion  mechan
sm. Mastercard has also
showcased s Cansumner
Device Cardholder Verih
cation Method (CDCVM),
which allows ransactions
10 b athenticated
theough a device's blomet
ric capabilities, including
hingerpring of bkl reoog
nitson.,  Mastercard  has
partnered with Google Pay
10 affer the service.
Amsaxon Pay, which ac
counts for less than I of
UM tramsactons, has also
mroluced a tap-amnd-pay
facility for its parter mer
chamts &5 it seeks w oex-
pand s presence In the

digeal payments markes.
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India to attend session on
UN-based multilateralism

EL. Brazil. Kenya, Canada Eaunch grouping beyond superpower politics: the P4M initiative secks
a more representative UN that is prepared for global challenges, including Al and climate change

Subasinl Haldar

NEW DELM

ndia will join a num-
ber of countries com-

mitted %0 supporting
Unived Natioes (UN>-based
muakilateralisn, away froen
“Superpower” politics, as
External Afairs Minister 5.
Jalshankar was set o at
tend the “Partners for Mul-
tilateralism™ (PAM) meet
ing at the United Natioes

Mr. Jashankar landed in
New York on Mooday »
the start of the UN General
Assembhyv's “High-Lewe] de-
bate” session. He is due to
okl & number of bilateral
meetiogs and multilateral
mewtiogs there, and will
address the UNGA on Sep
tember 26

The MM inithtive,
founded by leaders of the
European Union, Braxil,
Kemya and Canada 5 ex-
pected 1o make a pinch for
the grouping this week.

In & joit editorial, head-
ers of the four founders
said the grouping will sup-
port the UN but push for =
10 be mare representative
and prepared for global
Challenges, inchuding AJ
(artihicial imelligence), chi-
mate change, healeh secur
ity arxl digital
transformation.

PN will support the
redorm of the UN and other
miilateral institutions, 8o
make them more represen
tative, legitimate, effective
and trusted.” the leaders,
Includieg European Coun
cil President Antomo Cos
ta, Brazl President Luls da

Searing up! Security guards checking 105 of peopie ahead of the
Uinead Mabicms Gerers Axuembiy inNew "ok S uTe s

Silva, Kenyan President
Willlam Rutto and Cana
dan Prane Minister Mark
Carmey wrote In an ediso
rial published in the UK.-
based Famamciol Times.

Mr. Carney bad deli
vered a speech on “Middie
powers™ coming 1ogether
at the World Economik Fo
rum in Daves in Jamary,
which signalled growing
Gesatsiaction  mod  juss
with Russia and Chima for
unilaceral moves and con-
flicts, but with the Unined
States over trade and 1
rifls, expansionist mowves,
and the conflict in lran thae
beave been undertaken dur-
ing US. President Donakd
Trump's secon] term

It ks unclear whether In
3 was asked 10 join the
JOANE message .

Indi & already part of &
mumber of groups like the
NoorAligned  Maovement,

Inchia bs already part
of a number of
groups like BRICS
and G20 that have
similar ohjectives

BRICS, G20, and G- ths
have similar objectives.

The editormal on Mon-
day pointed to comments
by United Nations Secre-
tary-General Antémio Gu-
perres in which he had sakl
that “superpowers are dis-
covering thelr lmits™, ad
ding thart the PAM grouping
belleves that the “interna
tional commumRry must e
discover the extracedinary
potential of collective ac-
chon”,

Mr. Guserres, who de-
muits othoe later this year,
spoke w0 The Hindu
amongst five global cutlets
im ULS,, UK., South Africa,

the Gulf reglon and India.

"We have superpowers
that have mot yet recog:
mised that their power has
limmits and they g into ad-
ventures that produace ter-
rible results,” Mr. Cuserres
had sald, speciically poden
imz 1o Russia, whach was
still embralled i the war
im Ukrame four years later,
while the LLS, & lacing “dil-
Bculthes™ with its war in
Iran.

‘Limidts to powers'

“| think it's time for super-
powers to understand the
liemits of their power, anxd
that will help the world be-
come mare peaceful.” Mr,
Guterres sald, speaking to
The Hindu In New Delhi,
where he attended the 15th
BRXCS Sumamit.

The editorial also sakl
that the ‘Partners foe Mali-
lateralism’, would o
create another exchshve
bk of  mernsional
bureaacracy.

“Ms purpose is the op-
pasite: 1o create a Sexible,
open framework for coun-
tries from different regions
and political traditions ths
are willing 1o work across
divides, to bulld coalickons
for reform and to transhte
shared principles o
practical action.* the co-
authors wrote, poimting
oot thae 2005 saw the high-
est recorded number of
steused armed oo
ficts since 1946, m 15
couneries, and highest re
corded military spending
of pearky $3 trillion

UNAF
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Himanshu comes of age as marksmen get going

The voungster pips sensor pro Rudrankksh o siiver in 10m air rifle in a deamatic fimal; the two, along with Parthe also bag a siver In the team event; China’s Sheng retains his individual tide

ASNIAN GAMES

Lihera Gancsan
NAGOYA

ndia's walt tor s hrst
lpid from the Aichi-

Nagova Asan Games
continued on the second
day even as the shooters
added three mare medalks
to0 the tally, mcludng
double podum Bmish |
the 10m & rifle, here on
Monday.

Himanshw Dhillon
proved he was ready for
the by stage, winning hes
masden international indi-
vidual medal ot the semor
evel, pipping Rudrankish
Patd to a silver in a nad-bat
g, dramack fmal that saw
deferling champion
Sheng Lihao retamm his witle.
The twa, wogether with
Parth Mane, also won sil
Yer &s a team. Incda had
won gold in the team event

MMcm preud: Himarhy 3d Rudeankdesh erured 2 double podum fAresh for Inda

R NOORTWY

It time around with Ru-
drankksh the only con
stant. Himanshu, a week
away from his 21st birth-

day, plaved & steady hand
all through, staying in the
tap-three at all times with
mo sgns of being a debu

Lant m e spotlightt even as
sembor  pro Rudrankksh
and Sheng kepnt exchang
ing the lead = the vop. Till

the 15th shot, i G, Ru-
drankksh was comfortably
In the lead before Sheng
crawied back even = Hi-
manshbu consalidased his
spot, By the 17th shot, the
potential medallists had
been  cearly  demtihed
with only the colour of the

reshed second Debend Chana 0 the tedam event

metal 10 be decided. A 99
on the Bth by Himanshua
sent the skzeable Indlan
presence m the stands into
a tense slence before the
youngster fought back with
a couple of 10,55,

It was on the 2ist shot
that the eguations turmed

Himanshu managed an im-
pressive 106 while Ru
drankksh, n second posi
tion, couk] only manage 3
9.7, it was the lowest score
he had shot the whole day
and it came at the worst
possible tene. It helped HI
manshu leapfrog into se-

cond spot and even though
the tormer lound a 106 on
his Gnal shot, he fell a0
mesrgely short by 01 points
o el thind

It was clear at thae point
that Sheng would walk
away with the gokl -~ be
bad built a two-point diffe
rence with two shots w0 go
over Hmnarshw. Bur 1o the
youngster's credie, be
hdnt give up. His fimal two
shots were 105 and 10.9, as
chose 1o perfection as pos-
sible, bant Sheng masched
wp for a new Games and
Asian record of 2542
paints, bestering his own
previously set mark of
254.4.

Earber in the qualihca-
tion, the Indian trio com
bimed for a total of 1,8540.1
paints whale Sheng, along
with Ma Sihan and Zhang
Changhog, totaled 1899
for Chisa for 2 new World
record, shadowing India's
1,840 three years earler.
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