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Opposition seeks CEC’s exit for ‘1lle

Congress calls for SC-monitored probe; INDIA

l Gyanesh Kumar under fire after an expose over
bloc will meet soon on the issue, says Mamata

‘formal objections’ by his fellow commissioners

The Hindu Burcau
NEW DELHI

pposition  parties

on Wednesday

sought the remo-

val of Gyvanesh Kumar as
the Chief Election Commmis-
sioner (CEC) aRer an In-
dian  Expvess  expose
Claimed that two of the
three members of the Elec-
von  Commission (EC),
Sukhbir Singh Sandhu and
Vivek Jashd, had formally
recorded objections  at
least 14 times over the last
M) months. The two com
mitssloners sald magor dect
sions were being made in
the name of the full EC
without their knowledge,
many of which they called
“unauthorised and illegal”.
Declaring “vote chord” is

a crime against Indian peo
ple and a direct attack on
the Constitution, the Lead-
er of Opposition in the Lok
Sabha, Rahul Gandhi, said
that “the BJP, RSS, and EC
who organised it have
commatted an act of trea-
son. Justice will be served”
Under the 2023 law go-
verning the EC, all deci-
slons should be made un
animously where possible.
Where the CEC and the
commassioners  disagree,

Under scanper

The allegations aganst
the SIR exercises and

® Certraladl
of shectoral
database

& Alwation
of Form 6
0 Authonsabo
appealapy
wORe! Inclusdon

a2 Telpbie

wobers from Goa
g et aunt of
t i

the majo 3 d pre
vail, the law says. Accoed-
ing to the Indian Express
report, the two commas
sioners red-flaggeed several
keyissues, Jed by the cen-
tralisation of the database
of electoral rolls. In May,
Mr. Joshi had reportedly
proposed an sudit 1o certi-
fy that “no one except the
concerned stanutory auth-
orities has any credentials

10 make any change in the
data base”.
Opposition parties

asked the Supreme Court
10 take swo maly cogni
sance of the report and
Congress leader K.C. Veru

credibility A
no right 1o remain in offic
alter the expose, he

“‘Stoden mandates'

Former West Bengal Chief
Minister Mamata Banerjee
sald the Indian National
Developmental, Inclusive
Allnce woukl meet soon
to discuss the next course
of action, including a jomo
Jagaran (public awareness)
campalgn against “the BJP
and s machinery”™, She o
so called for repolls in

Q VYole
chort

macnmnmue

11 e PSS

an 1EC who

or Zanised

M R
mnmitied an

at ol treason

Ju tice wil

O 30TV,

JAHUL

lws. Highlighting specific
internal notes spread over
a 10-month period while
overlooking the larger bo-
dy of approvals, decision-
sJnstructions, and indtla-
tives gives only “one pan
of the plcture™, it sakd,

In  August, Sukhbir
Singh Sandbw had record-
od that State bevel election

Disclose details of
decisions by EC:
former members

NEW DELHI

Amid 3 CONITVETSY DWEr an
“mpost” claming decaions
were taken without the
concurmence of two Elaction
Commissoners, former
Elechion Commissioners have
said that the poll body should
immedately dacione detads of
Socrions taken and whether
they were UnINEMOW o
passad by 2 majonty. » PAGE 4

officials were reporting
that they do not have
*proper and complete ac-
cess” 1o the ERONet portal,
the dggital system through
which the edectoral rolls
are maintaimed. He further
flagged the Commissson’s
director general of infor-
mation technology Seema
Khanma “does not bave any
legal authority o restrict
proper and complete ac-
cess and freedom to oper-
are as gven by law 1o the
statutory authorithes™,

The Express report sald
that when a new officer
was put in charge of the
EC's administration  divi

Communications
show democratic
functioning: BJP

NEW DELHS

The Bhartya Janata Party
(BJ7) on Wednesdyy sad
communications between the
Chief Election Comeminiones
(CEC) and two Election
Commissoners, which the
Opposition parties cbed as
evicence of miternal dissest in
the invtiuton, nstead
demormisabed ity democratic
functioning. » PAGE 4

sion in Delhi and ssued a
work allocation order that
threatened to further con-
centrate these powers, the
two ECs separately wrote
to the country's top bu-
reancrat, Cabinet Secre-
tary TN. Somanathan,

Mr. Sandbu also as
who had suthorised the
Commission in West Ben-
gl w fle appeals against
voters whom judicial tribw-
nals had already mcluded
in the rolls, with 38 lakh
appeals still pending.

The two commissioners
also fagged that Form 6 -
which new voters must il
w0 register- was alsered o

conduct’

The commissioners said decisions were made in
the name of the full EC without their knowledge

ask if the applicant or their
parents or grandparents
“exist” in the electoral roll
at the time of the kst spe-
cial  intensive  revision
(SIR). Mr. Joshi had warned
as early as May that such a
statutory form cannot be
changed without amend-
ing Registracion of Electors
Rudes, 1960, and Mr, Sand-
hu had sgreed, calling the
change “unauth and
illegal™ in Auggust, demand-
ing &s immedate removal.

They also flagged the
Goa case where 97 voters
found elgible by local Elec
toral Registranion Officers
after a SCmandated hear-
ing were left off the final
roll because the centrally-
controlled software had no
mechantsm to record the
EROs' decision, despite the
CEQ's office writing eight
times to the EC, seeking a
rollback option,

The Opposition has al-
ready filed two motions in
Parliament seeking the re-
moval of the CEC

EDITORIAL
»PAGE 3

MORE REPFORTS ON
o PAGE A

SIR IS MLEGAL: FORMER CEC
»PAGE S




UET el (CEC Y 82T <l 7im) o= uart o Fam:

o fouer 3 e fFatEa A (CEC) S FHR 1 T =T
& ATUYT o <IeTd 98 © g2 Y 7t I 31 2 3fe77 vaayg 1 0 o Fraer @rEer WiLh 3R THAT TH):
fd1E 1 gATe ad B 3ra fora 1T 2 foh ST S % 2 A DR e S ST SR S S U —
T ffe sty 57 s S Rt 10 7 3 bkt

E l4aﬂ3ﬂﬁTﬂiﬁmﬁﬂT‘1ﬁ'ﬂT(objcctions)?ﬁf , , -
AT & 3 8 o2 Yt T SRR 3 R G e A 6 A * SHUH I INDIA T3se 3 gofie i st et J sii=

e IR D] (SC-monitored probe) & il TR i 2|
/ *  HHAT SIS A JRIT AT o =TS SIS (mandates)

I3TY Y H&T TATA 3 AR S S 7T E)
¢ mwmzm@(mcctoral databasc)%%?la?{ * YTUT (BJP) &hT @&

1 HEES FH T HETA 331 1Y o ST 3 e ok e fatem st S o st &
’ ﬁﬁﬁw‘“qmaﬁ*w‘}ﬂgw sff=r aTa=iid 3R Hawe TN & Arehdifeh ShTHeh T

F I AHL AT TS T . L.

| (Democratic functioning) &1 g3Tid 8, 7 o6 foret

. rﬁmmmzwﬁm%wﬁwmﬁaﬁmw A

FA I HFEAIL H TeheA1oh] @ITAT T HET ISTAT 7T O
o afir TeT T ATHET: S g A 1S st afiae * AT FTEAVT (EC) TR

siferR W g9 @2 fRu * THTE HIN A FaT foh g wvft Frewr, v SR A

o T I & 3R i 3 stam & s farar ma 2



WA &1 (Hat= AT (Election Commission of India - ECI)
391 H T 3R feaey <A 0 % fore v s @t

famdl - TS iAaaTe) KT S
Y- 324
wmmﬁrﬁa‘ 25 SHa 1950 g%ﬁmm.'\

T HATdl faad 94T S 2))
a&mﬁaﬁmﬂn Waﬁw% 24 (Article
324) ¥ fHat== s ] Il 2
| =y

2. AT 93T

HET HEE: ST H Fel 3 T e 6—
o g’@ﬁﬂ‘iﬂ? AT (Chief Election Commissioner -
CEC)
o I AT (Election Commissioners -
ECs)
EALEALP EATT T (1950 ¥ 1989 dF) T8 single-member e
ATl 1989 & TS 3‘{} multi-member SFET TIT 3R _l_?_?_lﬂ T
®Y ¥ 36H 3 T ZPH B
Frafe: g3ehl fafh Wi o Tegufa gr & S 2
HTAHRTEA: 6 T AT 65 Y i 37 (ST Hi T8t T &)l

3. 9T %

AT hITHT:

T % LT, IUTUTd, TS (GTIhTHT 3N
TSAEHT), TUT T=A1 1 faramawre 3 fram aftest
% AT LA

(5 < G=14d 3R FRUTIIH] G476 759 (Hata- S
(State Election Commission) FTdl 8, ECI T&11)

TITE e & AT T
T TTdeh getl o S &1

\}ﬁﬁwﬁaﬁ?a&imﬁmm

ferermarent =T wigel it AT (Disqualification) ﬁa@:
UTHEAT I Tafd I TSAITe hl TATE ST

ATt erferet 4t féar i feufa & fordt Sz =1 e @
7 o o Tag™ AT




W % fat=m ST (ECI) 9 57 q&7 st

q1a4Tq (Legal Provisions) 3R artertaam
(Acts) 39 UL g

. TRATT @9 (Constitution of India)
ATo0T 324 (Article 324): 39 q&d I AN
o TTH <91 H T&aa 3R {5987 51 U, Jaardn
e dFR T S =T 07 31 g S ’
Afwr ) . Bteh faftere srfafam, 1950 v& 1951
FTTDE 324(5) [BeT <kt ufshan): vea fat=s * Representation of the People Act - RPA)
N;E(CEC)aﬁ@%Wﬁmgémﬁ ST U 3-Teef e =9 afafa (Selection TR Tfatterea srfert=am, 1950: 98 SAfufam
BT ST HehelT & el Wefia i o Wt o1 g2 Committee) % " a o . Wﬂﬁﬁ (Electc?:; RollS)?W,:i%
STTaT & (H9e | AeTfW= i/ Impeachment ZRT)| 1T GHFIT%IS'HHﬁﬁT L - K AT R AASTATSAT hT AFaT & Helferd GE
ST ST 1 CEC 1 R R g g P1oe Tl SR T 2)
ST 9ahdTl B &l . Fﬁmnﬁﬁfﬁmaﬁﬁuw,wsnww

o & 10 (Fot &= &t afskar): s & adt AT ek SATE % ST, Ifiear i s,
fvia weemfa @ fo s =nfey) afe CEC 3k TSI Gl & USiiahtor, SATEl STRTHT 3
S ST o o Rt He, T Hawg grar 8, ar Wdﬁm%aﬂfﬁmmm%l
THeT EHd (Majority Vote) 3 HTUR T » Traterent @ dsitentor Fam, 1960
ERIESIG 2 "\ (Registration of Electors Rules, 1960): 49T

HaaTdraAi o 19 Sie (S WiH 6), T &2 a1
HUR A 1 g Aarie Fishan 36 -39 o qgd
HATT 21



TR UdrerT (Prelims Question)

* Y. WRA & Harad T (ECI) & @ey # Aeataiad

T

37 fratem stent T a3 v feror fomam mar 2
weey fAai=m e 1 92 | g2 i ufshan v &I &

e

=TT o G0 2, STefeh 31 fAai= A il 7ed
fatem st i fawTiceT o germr S aear 2|

ey et 31 3R 3= fai=e st (Faf, dar wd
3 TdhTeT) HAfefTam, 2023 % SFTER HIH & o=
W@ﬁq(ﬁ'ﬂfﬂagqﬁ(Majority)% FTYT T {oTdT SAraT
2l

5 YT H U HIH-1/" U8l 2/2?

A.

a1 3 2

‘ B. dcl2 33
’ | 313

D.

1.2 3R 3

J

g@m(Mains Question)

* T, "8 & A9l H (Hat=d AT it o o=
hl IfshaT TR 39! ST (Autonomy) 9
T HETeT 33 €1 WRA | Tdd 31 et g
afifer o i fratee s 3 g o areh
HEITTA AT 3 Tersgwor shifSig) 3 <At
¥ fAue & fo1u =/ 3ur foru s aend 22 (250
3183, 15 37%)






o Al AT FIE, aﬁq%a@éﬁam(umwwcﬁ
Gal =i four gehar 2 TR

uey foig

o e ot LLMs %1 39 <14 % T Al HTgcd sTgd dst
¥ % = 2, foraa smfenr & gEft Al garsti o v gara a4
@1 21 9 % 3 dreded mfht dised il a1 H 50 9 100
THT A 5 & 371 TG¥H & Aet # oft 37t sl i @

. WW%‘@‘W:W(Anthmpic)ﬁ?
3YH-U3TTE (OpenAl) StEt 3mfeht Fhufai = ug@‘ram "Al
O STTfd bl 98 & " (2 ST @awr) St Saraf=ar &t
STT et 2| BTatiter, fersissit o1 5T 2 {3 9% ool 9R 4 9eg
I 3R T@%&d (99 (Regulations) SHaTH 3T Ush qiiehT &1 Tahdl
2l

~~
o =T Ut &1 JATAT =T [Tyl & A, 370iEh

Al FHUHAT &l AT SHHS
= ¥ fier aTet §5d gehreadt & &,
Hied dohe H IS |

. aﬁﬁwmuﬁﬁ%w:aﬁﬁﬁ%aawmmm Al
g e 1.5 foferam Ser = fammer s 3 st €,
STelfeh =4 S[gd H @< H 37 4T HTH o T

*  ATAH gereer: P TITE A ot 36 @al I 9@d g U
4T "AL STR" (Al Czar) 3 o 3R = % 919 36 48 W
Hieft stra=fia &t TrsET 578 2




. Al (Artificial Intelligence) 3T 82
sfeffirrer g¥ferse (pFm afemm) Feper avw £ 78 e 5

TIfIH1 1 SHHI ol @ Fi=, THeH, Hig- 3 v &4 %

ST 2l
Generative Al (GenAl): I8 Al T 98 €9 2 S 7971 JRL, BIdT,
fifeat a1 Fig S (3A7) T FHAT 2
. sritfean S T Al SFET 3 T Al HieeR / At e Al dufa siv s Al Heen
STHTEHRT 36 & H Afi T W ded A E o = 3 Wgd FH AN H I TS aATel HISe ST 3T i wHiehr &:
OpenAl: / * DeepSeek (I &1 TaH Tfd LEHT):
* Hrged: GPT-4o, ol / 03 (=T Higew)| * TISeH: DeepSeek-V3, DeepSeek-R1 (I8 IHIEH & Ugdid
Google (Alphﬁet);j/ st 1 qe § 90% & 1 % @ i {ar T Si-ar
+  Higwd: Geminf LS Pro/Flash, Imagen 3 (34 7)) s dieed )|
Anthropic: }"i “JGW“? .2~ Alibaba Cloud:
. /érgﬂ:: Claude 3.5 Sonnet, Claude 3 Opus| -~ * HISTH: Qwen 2.5 (FHI FIFET ST Mt o fore wferg, M-
Meta (Facebook): £~ arg fiee)|
* Hrsed: Llama 3/ Llama 3.3 (T8 & W—@ﬁlﬁgﬁ%)l = Baidu:
Microsoft: OpenAl H 52T fHa9Ta 8 37X &4 Copilo I AT 2 * Tieed: ERNIE Bot (ERNIE 4.0)|

- £+ Tencent & Zhipu Al:
* Hreed: Hunyuan FHT GLM-4|



/

4. WA Rt ATAT Al €S (Indigenously Developed Models)

WA ST HTST 371 2T GL&TT 31 4 H T@d §Y 3194 @& %
HISSYHEA Al Higed fashfad fohu 2:

Sarvam Al (FaH-105B & TAH-30B): YT L& & '[ndiaAl
Mission' 3 d&d 9+ T ¥16379 §a9 Al  ¥evil Sarvam-105B
3R Sarvam-30B FTESIHAS Higed Tl R &), 7 T
WTSTST 3T 3ATETS (Voice) T G99 ®9 ¥ &9 Fd 2
BharatGen (‘lﬂﬂﬁ? - Param?2): HTSATES STVl 3T YA
TR % T | 2oy Y Io I s
ST 22 WA WT9T3T 3l H9TE AT 2

Krutrim @ﬁ'ﬂ): 3TAT (Ola) SR faasad 91d &1 98aT LLM
ST AT iEhideh el sz/waﬁﬁmm%l ndl

5. YA ZRT Al & o0 foRU 710 o Irs=m0 (Schemes) 31
@ hl ATHRTRT

& !ﬁm 3 9ge
* [IndiaAl Mission (2T Al T09T): G QLR 1 ST
10,372 FE FT HEcaTahial fHer|
e Compute Capacity: 10,000+ GPUs &l TIHTET uTat
TATIUA AT ATToh TRATT T I & H Al THRZFR
firet w1
w IndiaAl Innovation Centre & Datasets Platform:
TeRAIAT ol GUfard S2Ee Iqesd T
“a—Bhashini (‘ﬂﬁvﬂ‘ - National Language Translation
' Y 1 3 for Al smenfe

gferdT a2l

*  YUVAI (FaT Al): Thefl BET 3R Fa1e1 7 Al il a0g 3
FHITET whieret fasrfa & i Tedig vl

* Al for ALL: 3T JFTREHT =1 Al i SHTE ST < aren

fefsreet arerar e



B iC AU T W (AI Summits in India): 218
steindia Al Impact Summit 2026 (73 faeetl): pf,/

TUT: WA HSUH, 75 faced! (BT 2026)|
HEed: Tiae a3y (faerasfier 39) ¥ g I8 31« a4
T T FST A19F Al T o) 399 20 ¥ 3T9h

e S AaH Al FHaaT & @i + | fora

SHHT HE&T 3574 "Al for All" (FHT o FHedToT & To10
Al) 3T AT (Ethical) Al T4 93 AT oT|

* ~GPAI Summit (Global Partnership on Al): YT 4 GPAIL &
A % TG H A4 T I IR Al % 35T % fofg sguefia
AT FHLHEA Adcd 6T 2

o
ax&\“'
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1. TR 9EeaT I (Prelims Question)

o T, Ef=AT Al THIA' (India Al Mission) 3T WRA H Al
oo & dev " FEieRgd YAt T 9= Rt
1. 3fear Al THYH & 98d 23T § Al T3 3T IMeha i o el
10,000 ¥ 3Afersh GPUs =l se &THdT TATIU i 3l ST&d T

T 2
2. 'IYUfl’ (Bhashini) fI9M U Al-3Amamiid wiew™ €, e %@
%Wwﬁ%aﬂamwaﬁaﬁamél 7/
3. (BharatGen) {1d <kl WQWM HTSeT A 2 ﬂ'@'ﬂ'ﬁ&ﬂ T4 (Mains Question)
% BRI é o, "4 T T SRl U AR O Al Hieed
2 v ?\V\‘S‘\\ I et feiarstl o srgw S 8, =@l =i o g%
WMﬁﬁ -HT/@W%/%" Al HTSTH I 370 3 36 &7 % 11 31
(A) F 1 3R e T sree foar 21" g wad A,
» 3 VI o '3fear Al faer s qeier shifsig 311
* (C)%ad | HR3 SaT3T 6 Al for All' (8ft 3 fow AL 1
* (D)1,233 310 Wi 1 U Afir AL a1 5 & e
TR HETI &l TehdT 87

(25037153, 15 37h)



SC refrains from asking for
a timeline for proceedings
against Trinamool rebel MPs

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on
Wednesday stopped short
of requiring Lok Sabha
Speaker Om Birla to give a
specific timeline for com-
pleting the disqualification
proceedings pending
against 20 rebel Trinamool
Congress party MPs who
have aligned themselves
with the Nationalist Citi-
zens Party of India (NCPI).

A three-judge Bench
headed by Chief Justice of
India Surya Kant was hear-
ing a plea filed by Trina-
mool Congress leader Abh-
ishek Banerjee contending
that Mr. Birla was delaying
disqualification proceed-
ings under the anti-defec-
tion law.

Mr. Banerjee has sought
a time-bound decision on
the disqualification of the
rebel MPs,

Solicitor General Tushar
Mehta, appearing for the
Speaker, urged the court to
“not fix the Speaker’s sche-

dule”. This was after Jus-
tice Joymalya Bagchi, who
is part of the Bench, asked
Mr. Mehta to submit a ti-
meline on the disqualifica-
tion proceedings.

“The Supreme Court
monitoring is not neces-
sary,” Mr. Mehta stressed.

Senior advocates Neeraj
Kishan Kaul and Maninder
Singh, for the rebel MPs,
said the Supreme Court
monitoring and the three-
month time limit highlight-
ed in the Keshab Megha-
chandra Singh wversus
Speaker, Manipur Legisla-
tive Assembly, was only ap-
plicable in cases of “com-

plete inaction” on the part
of the Speaker concerned.

“How soon will you file
your replies [to the notices
issued in the disqualifca-
tion petitions)?” the Bench
asked.

Senior advocate Kalyan
Banerjee, appearing for
Mr. Banerjee, said the re-
bel MPs had already got six
weeks, and have now
sought four weeks more,

The court recorded in
the order the MPs' inten-
tion to file their replies in
four weeks. It posted the
case after four weeks.

Justice Bagchi termed
the role of a Speaker as
“amphibious”, whose res-
ponsibilities concern both
the House and as a Tribu-
nal under the Tenth Sche-
dule (anti-defection law) of
the Constitution.

The dispute within the
party follows a rebellion
within the Trinamool Con-
gress parliamentary party.
The rebel MPs had subse-
quently been treated as an
NCPI group in Parliament.

Youlube Homework
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2. Supreme Court & e Fae (J udgments)

* Supreme Court 7 U0 T Speaker hl IIfeRaT 3R HHTAT 61 T9% foham &
* Kihoto Hollohan Case (1992):

* Anti-Defection Law (Gc1-slqdd faeft 1) % d&d Lok Sabha * TR THTT (Judicial Review): 3HAglcld T 7T 6 104 ﬁgc\iﬁ % dad e

Speaker &I & 3 Supreme Court % g e &{d §HT Speaker U ﬁ@:ﬂ 1 T8 F1A Fd 8| T 37 HEel Fil =T
aHter (Judicial Review) =T ST @l 2|

1. Anti-Defection Law ® Speaker kT Role * THHA ¥ UgH! gEAAT Tl Fle hde aﬁﬁvaéu%mﬁm&qﬁwm

R Hfaur it 103 ST (10th Schedule) ¥ T&@d 3a- Ao SEAT A o A1E I AR HFHT % Ieeied & TG T 39 A1 &1 51
9ec ¥ 9 HHAT T e & 31 9 91tk Speaker & 9T T 2: Hahdl 2l

e THUTTI urtereRToT (Deciding Authority): ST& i ford gie a1 * Keisham Meghachandra Singh Case (2020):
faumas W gd-aga (Defection) kT AR FTaT &, af 35eht *  FHI-AMT (Time-limit): e 4 e fean o ear-aea & anfaemati 1 Sae
Hewrar T anft ar 98, gaeht sifaw g Speaker @d & Speaker &1 3 W& & Hiav &A1 11T (S T foh I SFTEROT gftfefa 7 2|

o TR LTHAT (Quasi-Judicial Capacity): aci-slacd Eal ¢ B%QQZWH EAREINEE ’{3[9‘]11 I 4 HET LEUE] foar foh eA-9ed &
ATferahTal OX ijlaT's‘ Fd gug Speaker Tsh f?;@g?{ (Tribunal) =1 AT &1 AT Tl o oI Uah Tad TATft Qochvl (Independent Permanent
T T L 2l Tribunal) ST ST few, et sreasrar v danfaa si= F

*  TIUIUTT H HIATS A&l Speaker 3791 TSt & (Suo-motu) FHATS ®* Subhash Desai / Maharashtra Assembly Case (2023):
aﬁwmlmaﬁ%éﬁ%wwmﬁémm . ﬁw&maﬁwﬁswmzaﬁ%m%spwkerﬁmﬁaﬁm
zaa foru forftaa ferrmaa an anfuenr g #+war 2 (Political Neutrality) SHTT T@HT ElIY

¢ aﬁiﬁwmﬁ%mmﬁmcal Political Party) FI9 9T 8, 34
SECT helel e o SgHd d a1, sfeeh 911 o Hiaum™ 31T §eATeHF g &
FTYR X fora s =i
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Super El Nino to add 15,800

heat deaths in India: report

Climate Impact Lab says this vear’s El Nifo is a ‘postcard from our future’, bringing temperatures
climate change is projected to deliver 20 vears later; national rainfall deficit is at 15% below normal

Jacob Koshy

NEW DELHI

ndia could see an esti-
lmuled 15800 addi-

tional  heat-related
deaths, give or take 1,600,
between September 2026
and February 2027, as the
current Super El Nifo
drives unusually high tem-
peratures, according to a
report made public on
Wednesday by the Climate
Impact Lab. The estimate
is relative 10 average condi-
tions during the corres
ponding months from
1996-20025,

Globally, the report pro-
jects 451000 additional
heat-related deaths during
the first six months of the
El Nifio event, including
239,000 during the Sep
tember 2026-February
2027 period. It projects
19300 deaths in Indone-
sia; 19,400 across the Phi
lippines, Vietnam, Thai-
land, and Cambodia;
13,300 in Brazil; and
66,800 across the Sahel, a
5,000-kilometre swathe of
about 10 countries across
Africa, including Senegal,
the Gambia, and northern
Nigeria,

“This report allows deci-
shon-makers 1o see exactly
where emergency actions

Dry spell: Hoat &5 Increasing electricity demand with nearly 40% of
coal-fired power plants docking critically low fuel stocks. AILE MeOTO

can be taken now to save
tens of thousands ol lives
in the coming months,” Mi-
chael Greenstone, co-foun:
der, Climate Impact Lab,
University of Chicago, said.

The report  describes
the current event as a Sup
er El Nifo, an informal
term generally used for ex
ceptionally strong El Nifo
conditions. El Nifo ocours
when waters in the central
and eastern tropical Pacific
become unusually warm,
altering armospheric circu-
lation and shifting rainfall
and temperature patterns
worldwide, Forecasts ear
lier this month projected a
greater than 90% chance
of a very strong El Niho

during the northern he
misphere autumn and win-
ter, with eastern equatorial
Pacific sea surface temper
atures already more than
3°C above normal,

Its eflects are already
being observed in differemt
regions. Indonesia has ex-
perienced conditions con
ducive to wikdfires, while
parts of Central Amenica
have faced drought-related
agricubural impacts. “This
year's El Nifo is also a
‘postcard from our future’,
bringing temperatures ch
mate change is projected
to deliver 20 years in the
future. In this way, it offers
a glmpse ar what lies
ahead without new invest-

ments in adaptation,” an
accompanying press state-
ment noted.

Rainfall deficit

In India, the southwest
monsoon 1S entering us
withdrawal phase alter a
season marked by defi-
cient rainfall. The national
raintall deficit stood at
about 15% below normal
up to September 22, 2026
with larger shortfalls in
southern and eastern parts
of the country.

The beat is also increas
ing the demand for elec
tricity, with nearly 40% of
India’s coalfired power
plants reporting critically
low fuel stocks amid in-
creased power demand as
sociated with hotter than
usual weather linked to the
El Nifio.

The Climate Impact Lab
savs it applies previously
estimated  temperature
mortality relationships
across 24,378 regions to
seasonal temperature fore-
casts, accounting for local
climate, vulnerability, and
adaptive capacity. The re-
port does not spell out the
underlying numerical rela-
tionship or coefficients
connecting a particular
lemperature increase o a
mumber of deaths.




Climate Impact Lab mﬁzgﬁwﬁa) T E?
Climate Impact Lab SicidTd TR, SrelemiEal, 2er fasyye
S et (3 afrafid it R, et et o) -
Jfaer 31':[@[‘511? eI (Research Collaboration) R A& &
H%’%WWT%%FW@ TfEd (Climate Change) 3
Jcatersh Had (Extreme Weather) &bl :czfﬁﬂ T o AN,
FrefoTarEeTal 37T GHTSI 9T T IHTE U T 2
=
2. Climate Impact Lab & 2026 ht arar fare:

o fHde 2026 | AR 39T Ff=aH FIE 0 e = ek 1R =qra
SR &I #:

*  IFqTUes WAl sl ATHT: 2026-2027 % 36 "Super El Nifio"
(3T 0T TA-fT) st aSTE H ST 2026 8 BLEdt 2027 £ g1
T | 37cgferas T (Extreme Heat) 3 ST0T &

“Zarfafeen Wid & 1 STTHH STarT T4 2l

o THATEE |TST (Global South)wvm?rWW 39 ofor 7T

1 Tad 31Tee A T AR faswrasfier 391 W ag @I 2| 3kl &

ATe &7 (TSI, g A1) § et 3Afereh wura (e

66,800 Hie) @1 ST T&T 2l

. waﬁt&vxﬁr e % 79N, mﬁmzozéﬁmﬁzon%aﬁa

" (Postcard from the Future): éaﬁﬁﬁgaaﬁwm
ﬁ%ﬂﬁaﬁ Yfasy 1 TRCFHTE Fel 2, FiTeh TS ST ATIHT &1 foha

ST T@T 2, 98 9T € & ST 20 |1 18 T a9 @ T STHHHE Sied
HTSel H ST T o)

3. EI-Nifio (TeA-+14T) 1 82

° QFT-Tﬂ‘iT (EI-Nino) U= 9135'%5 STAIT HAT (Climate Phenomenon) %, S|
T9Tid HETETR (Pacific Ocean) | =fed BT 2:

o wfshaT: wm Rufd § et yerid HerR 1 afeH fewan ™ e
et fewe 321 a1 21 &fer U1 3 S0 JeTid HeTErR il T HEH
®q § 3reateres T &1 St 2

o Ay HIEH U THTS:

*  afYes ATqET U Fig: TA-AHT % FHror gt g i sAred qraEE
&g SITaT &, fored sffwor miff 3R feda (Heatwaves) Fadl @l

* WA ATHEA U FET: TA-AIH] 3 0T R H L qHT H FH
STTRET (@ AT 4 H1E) Bt 2

*  ITETHTA HHEW: Fal STcAfeeh g 3R Sel d 3707 (Wildfires)
T 8, 1 el STEF W T (Floods) AT 2
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Quality control and India’s manufacturing growth

mclia needs firms that can grow, integrate into
globad valwe clsains and compete

: v is happen, the
eSSt

1wt \ e lorward.
Concerns over India's QCOs and other
non-tariff barriers also surfaced during the WTO's
eghth Trade Policy Review of India, held in July
2006, and were ratsed not only by major trading
parters such as the European Union and the
Undted States, but also by lellow BRICS members,
including Braxsl, China and Indonesia.

The number of products covered under QCOs
expanded rapidly after 2019, from 88 products in
2019 50 765 by the end of December 2024,
However, the pace of expansion showed
considerably towards the end of 2025, This was
driven by an important shilt in the government’s
approach, with several QOOs bedng revoked of
suspended, particularly those covering
intermediate goods, as mandastory certification
had raised concerns about input availabality, costs
and potential supply-chain disruptions

The government's new order
Recemly, the government introduced the

0N Facilitation (Quality Controd) Order,

1 y the Department 1or Proie

¥ and Internal Trade (DPIIT) on June 25,
2006. The arder seeks to ease regulatory
bottlenecks by allowing eligible firms facing
dithculties in obtaming BIS Scheme- | certification
1o source produces temporarily from BIS
Scheme-lH-icensed suppliers in specihed sectors,
including toys, footwear and air conditiomners,
Access 1o this transition mechanism is subject 1o
prescribed eligibiiity criveria and approval by a
committee constituted by the DPIIT.

These developments are welcome steps

towards reducing the risk thas quality regulations
inadvertently disrupt supply chains or constrain

>
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India’s Qualiry
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QU reset
must go further
in a changing
whohal

trade order

domestic manufacturing. Maore than 600
QCO-covered products remsain 1o be reassessed,
including several critical intermedate mputs
usexd] across key manufacturing sectors such as
chemicals, steel, textiles, machanery and
electronics, and rubber and plastics.

Existing regulations can place a
dsproportionate burden on smaller industrial
players, both by constraining thelr access w
critical inputs and by imposing relatively high
compliance costs, Given the extensive
downstream Enkages of these inputs, the next
phase of QUO rationalisation shoukd focus
particularly on regulations aecting intermediate
goods and assess thelr imphcanons not ondy for
product guality but also for mput availability,
costs, competitiveness and domestic value
addition.

Findings of a recent study

In this regard, a recent CSEP study examined this
guestion in detadl for frms that use chemicals.
Chemicals are critical mtermediate inputs for
downstream sectors such as rubber and plastics,
pharmaceuticals and electronics, among others
The first QCO for a chemical product was
introduced in 2018, and the number of chemscal
products covered rose to 52 by 2024,
Cormsequently, the share of chemical-using firms
exposed to regulation on the input side rose from
ILSS n 2019 1o S6.6% im 2024,

When examining the mmpact of QOOs on
chemicals on downstream user industries, the
studly finds that the effects vary considerably by
frm size, Among langer irms, mput QCOs are
associated with a 96% Increase in production
alongside a sharp 37% dedine in gross value
added (GVA). Thes suggests that while larger firms
can sustain and even expand output, this comes
at the cast of lower value addition, potentally
reflecting higher input costs and their ability to

pass on at deast part of these costs through higher
output prices

For smaller firms, input QCOs have no
statistically significant effect on production or
GVA but are associated with a steep 47.6% decline
in profitabality. This points to their more limited
abiliey to absorh rising mput costs and bear the
addivonal complance costs associated with
C0s,

The empirical evidence makes it clear that the
adverse effects of QOO0 on key inputs are not
confined 1o smaller downstream firms, ET P ———
larger firms, which are better placed to a
regulatory and input-cost shocks and are o
able to sustain production, can experience
significant declines in value addition,
Supphy-chain iImpicanons should therefore
become an imtegral part of both the design
QCOs and the reassessment of existng o
Finally, the dispropartionate burden on Mi
Small and Medium Enterprises (MSME)
specific policy attention. Smaller firms need
dedicated assistance to meet certification and
complance requirements, alongside
appropriately designed exemptions or transition
periods where compliance costs are particularty
burdensome.

Quality standards, greater scale

As India works towards the ambition of Viksit
Bharat 2047, achieving greater scale in
manufacturing will be critical. Quality standards
have an important rode to play in that journey,
but thedr success should witimately be judged not
by the number of products brought under
mandatory regulation, but by whether they
improve guality without constraining the scale,
efficiency and competitiveness of Indian
manufacturing.
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* W& IV Wﬁmﬁmﬁmwﬁm
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India and the plausible multilateralism of BRICS

RICS gatherimgs alwarys trigger hessed

debeges in India. The primary reasom

5 the Importance that the stralegc

and policymalong comumumity,
comporising both optimists and sceptics, araches
to this platicemn, of which Indk Is o integral
pilar. Whde optimists anges that BRICS could
function as an instiouton capable of
madtipolartsing the gobal order, or expeditng
that trassition, scepdics Righlgs the grouping's
Ineermad dvisions and worry abous its possible
doenirstion by Rissds and Chana. A third group
wries off BRICS ahiogether, dsmissing it i Mle
moee than an anmual gatherimg that generates
strtegic noee. They angow that Indss shoukd e
wary of cose assochation with the grouping and
irndeadd focus on preserving sd expanding its
partnership with the Dnbled States, which, in
thetr view, is the omly viable path %0 Inda's rse

The 18th BRICS sumsmit, hedd in New Dedhi on

Septessber 1203, 226, attracted greater sstional
and gotal attemtion because of 1= tming and
bocstion. It was the first BRICS anmaiad sairrmit
snce the US. and braed bunched ther
unpeonvoked war againet Iam. = Indar's expended
neighbourhood, on Febnsey 28, X068 The
sammik, which brought together the Preddents of
Iran, Rusda and Chima, among other keaders, was
hosted by India, a chose strategic partner of the
LIS, and lsrael

Consensus In Deli
Despiie 1= mtermal contradionions and the
hroader chaos enveloping temationsal polities,
the summit can be seen as 2 success on muliple
beweds. That New Dethi could forge 3 consensus
amoeg the 1| member countries, incdluding the
United Arab Emirnes (UAE) and fran, which are
irvodved i an undechanad comflict, wie all an
achievement. The Deld Declaration shows thar,
despite thetr diSerences and even dispuses,
mender couniries contisue 10 fed value in
sepporting a BRICS worldview rooted in the
et of & moce representative gotul onder

The corsessins was reached theouh
compromises by all partles. Consider Indla’s
pesition. Prise Minieer Neevndra Modi was in
Isrie] just two days before Israel and the ULS
started bombing Iran. Indes inksdlly refraned
froen condemesdig B Wtacks of the accosination
of Iram’s Sepreme Leader, Ayamoliah Al
Khamenet, This created an imgeesson that New
Dlisi woes sidingg with e LS. and Isrsel India
also wariched from the sidelines 2= Pakistan setzed
om the Eplomatic opening crestnd bry the war
and stepped In a5 2 mediator between the US.
and tran. But Inda quickly reposisoned itself == a
tracktional lubincer in West Asia

Mublateral platforms such as the Shamghan
Cooperation Organisstion CSCO0 and BRICS
provided New Delhd wich space o restore that
bakincmg posture without causng strategic
darmsage 10 ks belateral relatiomships. India
strongly endorsed the Bishbek resolution of the
SCX0 in Sepiember, condemning the strices on
Iran and expressing condolenices to the counery

The very
strucoure of
HHRXCS offers
India spewce 1o
pursue sicsegc
autamomy amid

mensifvirg
T ST
malnes

ower the kiling of Khamened, It also hosted ran's
Presdent Masoud Peacshbian for the Deld BRICS
summit, even s the war i Wesz Asla grinds on.
The mage of Mr. Modi walkang kand i hand with
Mr. Pezeshidan s unliely oo Gade any time soon
In Washmgron or Tel Ay,

Sevond, whie there & no nmedsse resolulion
o the boeder probilems with China, which
COMIMLE 10 SETUmer, there §s momentum in
effores 10 reset Ses. Mukiaerad Sorusss such o
BRICS proside a platform for Indka and China %o
retrurin engpedd even when high-hrvel bikderad
visits are not taking place. Their diferenices are
naort going to disappear; they have %o bearn to
marnagy their troubbed rebationsbip. Hstory
sugzests that a bl of engagement between
competing mapor powens can only devpen
bt while devpesing ssistrest, combind
with the secunty dilermma ssermming from their
compeetion, could ke dangeros
COMsOgUenors, So, i important for Indi el
Chire to stary emgeaged, bibperally and
mdtilaterally, crvating pusednels for competitive
CoeNsiEnce

Therd, om all the magor gobeyd ssves of the
preserst — artificial stelligence rvgadation, the
rues governing ghobal trade and hmance, dimane
change, border comflicts, and the role and status
of mukilateral bodies - BRICS members mery
have dferent approaches and prioeities, bie they
correrge on the post that unikserabsm by any
bioc or poser Is detrimensal to thedr interests and
to the planet.

The Washington predictability

The contest in which the Delbi summit was hebd
Is also crocid. The total predictabdity of the LS
approach - rather tham the wnpredhctabiliny that
sOete comeneniladons Libour 10 estdslish
towards the rest of the world Is that & does noe
care mach about amything other than s own
dossinance, Several BRXCS members have had
thedr own dificublt experiences with the LS, and
thery sew trying (o chaet their own pusthes forward
India, & few months ago, was slapped with
varying taritts by Washingron. India weas also one
of the commtries most alfected sconcenically by
the ULS, dsraed war on lran. On September 396, the
LLS. Mo passad the Rissks sanctions Wl
seviciegl 1o mpose Bardls of w0 100% on
countries nclnding India.

Inchar's fomvtan pobicy under Mre. Modi has bevm
imerpuretod by & section of the seraogic
commentanat 25 am evident ot somards the U S
camp, Staternents by Mr. Modi Mool in the
early vears of hs premoership thar india bad
owercome s “hestation of hestory” in tes with
Waskunygron grve Sarther impetus 10 this view,
though there has also been the parallel othcial
formukstion of sable sath’ foreign policy, or
muit-aligrment. India has always had 2 more
complex view of history: And even if it has
owercome 15 “hestation of estory *, it hes not
sbandoned the hedtagions of Its strapegic reallsm,

When India looks back at hstory and looks
avand the world todiay, it sees that countries that

become frontiers m great-power rivalnes oftem
pary @ hugge poice. I Palistan's story Is not
mstroctive enough, there are two live bomtlefroms
thant ihstrate thes every day — the UAE and
Ukraine.

The UAE and Iran would have been bester off
Sealing with each other than Scieg the stuation
i which they carremtly ind themselves. The
UAE-1ram ilareral mesting on the sdelines of
BRICS s Dol marks s ackeowlodgmene of this
kesson and a quest 1o use mukiacerad placforms 1o
adddrwns bilatirad clullimgn. Uksaine, which,
Doched by the Nonh Atkantic Treary Onganiaation
INATON, hias been fghting Ressss for more then
four ywars, does mot borw sy sich pleform 1o
madntain drect contact with Moscow - which
v Kyiv's diplomestic optsons iosally
dependent an the whenns and wishes of Brissels
and Washingron

lendlia's Senrning

Thes is not to angee that Inds should doungrade
o rvlatior with the LS. The stratogic
parnership wich Washingron Is exremely
mportant for Inda’s progress and development,
Bat bt B in mmnnest ot adlonw sl 00 become, ot
anmy cost, Is a frontline In the LS China
competithon, BRICS enables Indka 10 purae thee
path without having 1o champion an ani-U S,
agenda or undermine its cooperation with
Washingtom. The LS, whach e comee 10 termms
wih Indi's hrm adherence 10 strinegic
amonomy, has recertly been pushing the
emmvelope 1o draw New Delld o a moee
subcedinate relationship. For Washingron, this s
an ongoing theme. But india showld pursue
mousltipde pathways to lts rise rather thae sucoumb
10 the sempeations of unequal great-power
allances,

While it b troe thar there are senos mremal
dvisions among BRICS members, there Is also a
Larger reality of external comergence of terests
among them. BRICS ks not an organision like
the G-7, where Amernicm primacy and the
westers ceder ae accepied by all
member-countries. Nor is it the case that every
muhtibeeral oo plurdatesal grouping s comweging
on all poims

The daisions within BRICSK, 40 2 certain exctent,
Pt sty oo cousstry from dossinating the
groupmg. whele the external cormeergence of
mterests — their shorad bebef that the post-war
Eernationsd systermn b uner and that a more
representative oeder should be bult ~ could hold
the grong together s @ boes the foundations seud
bulkds the blocks of 2 new order. The dialectical
relatorehip between imermad contradictions ad
extvrnal comwrgemor could ultmately produce 4
symeheds, which Is Increasngly evident in the
case of BRICS, The comtradictions within are
therelone Rot 4 reasom 10 guestion the grouping's
existence; they are, in face, part of the resson
wiyy it showdd exist and flowrish,

rrghose gadhrbwnb oouw
wanh ohvmrchebind coun
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Indonesia’s nickel production curbs fail market

Reuters
LONDON

Indonesia is learning that
building a dominant posi-
tion in the nickel market is
the easy part. Leveraging
its influence over supply to
control prices is proving
much trickier.

The Southeast Asian
country now accounts for
over 60% of global output
of 4 m 1

S aerLmhk'&W'rs and
electnc vehicle (EV) bat-

tery manufacturers.

Indonestds  dramatic
rise as a nickel power is the

result of a 2020 ban on ex-

ports of ore, forcing opera-
tors to build domestic pro-
cessing capachty. It's
become a template for oth-
er developing countries,
particularly those in re
source-rich Africa.

They may also want to

Ban boon: Indonesia’s dramatic rise as & mickel power is the result
of a 2020 ban on exports of ore. REUTERS

note how difficult it is to
match supply with de-
mand once you're the
world’s largest producer.

Quotas cut

Jakarta has this year cut
mining quotas, stepped up
environmental  controls
and adjusted ore pricing to
rein in its runaway nickel
sector,

A commitment to slash
mining quotas from last
vear's 379 million metric
tonnes to 250 million to
260 milion tonnes pro-
pelled the London Metal
Exchange nickel price 10 a
May high of $20,000 per
tonne.

The price is now back
down at $16,500 as the
market loses conhdence

that Jakarta can tame its
nickel tiger.

Policymakers® dilemma
has been how to reduce
mined output without dis-
advantaging their nickel
processors, some of whom
have only begun ramping
up production this year.

A mid-year review of the
quota svstem has resulted
in higher allocations to
specific operators.

French group Eramet,
for example, is restarting
operations at its Weda Bay
mine after being forced to
suspend work in May when
it had exhausted its 2026
quota. The full extent of
the upward creep is diffi-
cult to ascertain since
neither Jakarta nor its nick-
el operators disclose de
tails. Moreover, it's clear
some operators have ad-
justed 1o lower domestic
mining rates by turning to

imports, primarily from
the Philippines,

Indonesia lifted imports
of Philippine ore by 50% to
15.3 million tonnes last
vear and arrivals were up
by another 67% year-on-
vear at 11.4 million tonnes
from January to July, ac-
cording to the World Bu-
reau of Metal Statistics,
which collects data from
official sources.

Another smaller stream
of imports is now also ar-
riving regularly from the
Solomon Islands. It's worth
remembering that if all the
country’s nickel process-
ing plants were operating
at capacity, they would
need 315 million tonnes of
ore per vear, according to
the Indonesian Nickel Min-
ers Association,

Balancing that captive
demand with mining rates
is still very much a work in

progress. The nickel mar-
ket had high hopes at the
start of the year thar Jakar-
ta could do enough to pre-
vent global supply surplus.

The International Nickel
Study Group drastically re-
vised its estimate of ex-
pected 2026 market ba-
lance in April to factor in
lower output in Indonesia,
Its forecast was for a mod-
est 32,000-tonne  deficit
this vear against an expect-
ed 261,000-tonne surplus
when it previously met in
October 2025,

Yet global exchange
stocks of refined nickel
have been creeping higher.
Combined inventory held
by the LME, both on-war-
rant and off-warrant, and
the Shanghai Futures Ex-
change currently stands at
4,778,000 tonnes, enough
to supply the global market
for seven weeks,
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India, EU to sign free trade
agreementon December 16 4., -g VU -
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Youlube Homework

Suhasind Hasdar
NEW DELM

The Free Trade Agreement
(FTA) between India and
the European Unlon (EL)
will be signed on Decem-
ber 16, two diplomatic
sources have separaely
confirmed 1w The Hindu.
This will be part of
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi's backeo-back trips
in December 1o Canada,
the US., and Belgium,
where three separate FTAs
are currently either being

negotiated or in the po
cess of approval
Further, as the EU FTA

has received “majoriny ap-
proval® in Europe, it will
Nol requine separate ratin-
cation by each EU country
once the European Coun
ail gives its go-abead.

The next step, after the
signing, will be passage in
the European Parliament,
which will take another
one to two months, paving
the way for a rollout in
“early 2027,

“The most recent deve-
lopment was the European
Commuission finalisang the
text of the deal and send
ing it o the European
Council,” a  diplomatic
source tokd The Hindu,

“The signing s sche
duled for December 16, af
ter which it willl go to the
European Parliament *

Negotiations on the In
dia-EU' FTA, dubbed the
“mother of all deals™ by
leaders on both sides, res
tarted in June 2022 alter a
long hiatus and were con
chuded m January 2006,

Final touches

Negotations on the Inda-[U Free Trade Agreem
‘mother of i deals, were conciuded in Januas

ol Indian sapers

to the g on f_va”-’%

With Mot LS | gof the traded

Roing down 1o vale between ¢
0‘-\ IAWO SOOI es

The deal would see the
EU dropping tariffs on
99.5% of items India ex-
ports 1o the reglon, with
most taris going down 10
0% immediately once the
agreement comes into el-
fect.

India, on the other
hand, has given tarill con-
cessions an 97.5% of the
traded value between the
EWO SComoemies.

Signing in Brussels
A second source con-
Armed the date, adding
that it would take place in
Brussels in the presence of
Prime Minister Modi.

“The deal has majoraty
support in Europe, and so
it will not need to be ndm
dually ratified in each EU
country,” the first source
added. A reasom for this
support is that the two
sides agreed 1o leave ot
contentious issues from
the deal and not make “the
best the enemy of the
good”.

Mr. Mol s expected 1o
travel to Canada farst, prob
ably around December 12,
prior to the G-20 Summit
in Miamd. Confirming the

SONCEYNINMS

vinieg e deal
wil tase 12 months %0 pons
inthe European Partament,
pavirg th
N33

visit, Canadian Prime Mi-
nister Mark Camey said
trade negotistions  had
made “pood  progress”,
“Our commitment 10 eaxch
other, PM Modi and moyself
Lt vear at the G20 On Ca-
nada) was 1o ook o con-
Cude negotiaons by G20
of this year (in the US.).
That's the micddie of De-
cember, H-15 December,”
Mr. Carney said at a brief
ing In New Yok on
Tuesday.

In an interview with Ca-
nada's Glabe and Mail new-
spaper, India’s Hgh Com-
missioner o Canada,
Dinesh Patnaik, also con-
firmed the wvisit, adding
that he expected the India-
Canada FTA 0 be “com
pleted by November® and
Mr. Modi would be in Cana-
da in December to sign the
deal.

Mr. Modi is then expect
ed to attend the G20 meet-
ing in Miami, where the In
dia-US Interim
Agreement on trade and a
larger  Billateral  Trade
Agreement (BTA) will also
be on the agenda. Both
agreements have already
missed several deadlines

L




Extorn! Allars MnsSTET 5. Jashambar with US. Secretary of Stats
Marco Rubio in News York on ' Wednesday. JORSMAISAMAR Y

Ja

shankar takes up

U.S. sanctions law in
meeting with Rubio

Subasing Haidar
NEW DELHI

In their irst meeting sSnce
the United States enacted
the Sancrioning Russia and
Iran At (SRIA), External
Aflairs Minister 5. hishan
kar ramsed concerns abowt
the law with US Secretary
of State Marco Fuablo o
New York on Wednesdan

The law, which man
dates US Presidenst Do
nald Trump o penalise
coumnires that buy Russian
ofl with up o HO% Lar s
and extencs sanctions on
Iran trade, coukl affect In-
dia If implemented afler
the stpulated one-manth
period

In a soclal medla post,
Mr. Jashamkar said he hxd
“reiterated India’s interests
and concerms with regard
1 SRIA™ and discussed the
situations In Ulralne and
Iran. In a strongly worded
reaction o the US. Con
gress passing the Act lasa
week, the Minkstry of Ex
termal Atfairs had sald &
comveyed 10 various US
interiocusors | recem
months  that the move
worikd have “impications”™
for both the India-U.S. bi

Lteral relackonship and the
miermatonal enengy mar-
et o Indlia s pressured Iy
the US to drog its imtake
of Fusssan Ural, which our-
rently makes up 50% of In
dia's 1otal crude imports

Alter the meeting, Mr
Rubio sidestepped the is
sue. In a socinl media post
abourt the mecting, he sald
“Together, we are building
an the LS India strategh
partnership and coordinat
mg on key reghonad prioe
tles and upcoming muln
et sl elloses”

Mr. Jalshankar and Mr
Rubvio are also understood
10 be preparing for meet
mgs between Mr. Trump
anx] Prime Manister Naren-
dra Maodl laer this year
with a possible meeting at
the ASEAN Summit in No
vember and then a bilser-
al expected i mid-Decem
ber, when M. Trump hosts
G20 Sumrmit fey M

This Is the third vear in
succession that India has
failed 0 host the Quad
Summu, and New Dells
s been kewn) 1o st 8 de
Later this year or early next
vear for Mr. Trump and
eaders of Australla and 1a
pan 20 traved to India.
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With Trump-Xi truce, China

looks to reshape Asian order
2\

NEWS ANALYSIS

Apanth Krishnan
BELING

As US Presidese Donald
Pramp hosts Chinese Pre
acent X Jinping = the
White House on Thursday
the workds two biggest
powWers appear o be look
g 00 extend their tnace.,

In May, when Mo
Tramp wvisited Beljing
both sides declired thes
commitment o buikl »
‘constructive relatiosship
of strategc stabdlitny”™, 2
Chinese coinuge thae the
LS President, 10 the sur
prewe of masy observerns
readily accepted

This week, Mr. Trump &=
tning the red carpet for
M. X1, Including by perso
mally welcoming him at
Jodnt Base Ancrews, a cour
sesy he has ot extended 1o
any other leader

Opnics aside, the expwc
tations ko the visk are, ho
wever, brpely modest on
both sades, seen an effort
%0 put a Soor on 2 comten
tous relavonship rather
than a gramd bargan. Ths
5 regardless of Mr
Tramp’s staed fondness
for the dea of a “GQ2"
which has concerned
coureries in the reghon,
(S lu.ltq.l India.

In the wevks after Mr
Pramps visit 0 Beijing
hteh v traded
Blows, including the listing
of Chinese companies such
as Alibaba and BYD by the
Pentagon for “civil miktary
fusion™, and mutwal acow
sithons over how the other
side Is conducting the Al
race. Other sticking points
remain unresohved, such
a8 LS, resiricteoes on
semiconducions and O
DS EXPOrt comtrols, espe
cially on rarve earths. Chins
= also pressing the US o

sdifers

DoNakd Trumg speabs mith & Anping while leanving ey a wst o

the hargnasha Cardes in Begrl, Chasd, it My SIUTERS

sog artns ssabes 30 Tamwan,

I s huas lod soane o>
servers  fo sugiest  this
e B omerely a tactical
pause while wach side
works towards  redaacing
their vulnerabilgies and
butiding leverage, others
argue there are compelling
reasons for boch powers o
parsue a futere relation
ship of stabiiry

Wreing i Foreum Af
fairs belore the vish, Da
Wi, & lesadingg voice i Bel
ing on the China-LLS. rela
toesbip and Director of
the Center for [Internaton-
al Security and Strategy at
Tanghua University, made
the case for why despme
stractural challenges,
thefe were reasons o
both o pursue a delente.

‘The rapsd  develop
ment of rechmodogies such
s Al Wil make B particu
Barly ificult for either the
US ar China 1o «liminse
the ather’s sources of ey
erame,” he said, In the ead
wp %0 the visit, the two
sides held talks In New
York between Treasury Se
cretary Scott Bessesnt and
Chinese Vice Premier He
Uleng, mcluding o set up
a diaddogue mechanism for
Al coaperation.

The broader reason fos
a contiessed truce, in thy
view of Da Wei, was the
marrowieg power differen.
1l between the two counr

traes. “Ching s looking #
bilaeral relations rom a
position of grester equality
and wih mote  conli
dence.” he said, "It = Jess
amoous that competition
will undermine its mational
development prospects.
Iremead, Beljing believes
et competision can be ef
fectively managed withowt
presenting an exisencial
threat " For other Chinese
sirapegists, the ooger serm
poal is a grand Targaeie theat
will gradusdly sev declining
LS, mterest in Asia and 2
reshaped Astan securey or
der. The view in Beipmy is
theat Mr. Trump has already
initiated that tremd

L Kal, the Yioe Prest
demt of the influencial Chi
na Inszeutes lor Contem
poary Invernational
Relasoes (ICICIR) In Bed)
ing, agued = the bead up
o Mr. Xi's visit that “re-
gontal allaies shaoubd B bed
and managed by Asmn
Countries thermsefves

“This is consdstent with
the princapie of ‘Aslan solu
tons 10 Asan problems””
he sabd. “Confronted with
an increasingly complex
reghonal  securhy  kand
scape, we must fend off ex
ternad interference, seek
commmon wround while re-
serving differences, pro
tvely manage divergences
andd Iacilinate peacefid set-
thement of disputes.”
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Indian sailor killed in attack on ship in
the Strait of Hormuz, say authorities

Agence France-Presse

MUSCAT

An attack on a cargo ship
in the Strait of Hormuz on
Wednesday killed an In-
dian sailor, Omani and In-
dian authorities said, with
the latter condemning the
ongoing attacks in the vital
shipping lane,

Oman’s Maritime Secur-
ity Centre said in a state-
ment that the Antigua and
Barbuda-flagged Cape Dao
was attacked 2.5 nautical
miles off the country’s
coast “causing a fire in the
engine room and leading
to the death of one crew
member”,

Twenty-seven crew
members were evacuated
by the Omani Navy, it
added.

In a statement, India's
External Affairs Ministry
condemned the attack on
the Cape Dao, in which
“one Indian national tragi-

Iran has sought to impose its control over the key mantime condust
for Guif il and gas since the beginning of the war, Ap

cally lost his life”, urging
the warring parties to re-
turn to negotiations.

“The targeting of com-
mercial shipping, seafar-
ers, and civilian infrastruc-
ture in the region must
end, and free and unim-
peded navigation and com-
merce through the interna-
tional waterways in the
region must be restored at
the earliest,” it added.

“My heartfelt condo-

lences to the family of
voung Indian seafarer,
Wiper Suraj Yadav from Ut-
tar Pradesh, who tragically
succumbed to head inju-
ries following a missile at-
tack on M.V. CAPE DAO off
the coast of Oman. The en-
tire nation stands with his
family in this hour of grief,”
Shipping Minister Sarba-
nanda Sonowal said in a
post on X.

India is one of the lar-

gest contributors of sailors
to merchant shipping
worldwide, and several of
its mariners have been
killed in Hormuz attacks
since the war in West Asia
began.

Oman sits across the
Strait of Hormuz from Iran,
and ships seeking to skirt
Tehran's restrictions have
recently been taking a
route that hugs the Omani
COast,

Since the start of the
war, Iran has sought to im-
pose its control over the
maritime conduit for Gulf
oil and gas, occasionally
striking ships accused of
failing to coordinate with
its authorities or deviating
from its preferred route.

In retaliation, the Unit-
ed States has been enforc-
ing a counter-blockade of
Iranian ports, carrving out
strikes of its own on ships it
says refuse to comply.
(With inputs from PTI)
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Iranian advisers played key role in swift
advance by Yemen’s Houthis, say sources

In lran's most direct intervention since Yemen's civil war began in 2014, Iranian Revolutionary Guard advisers belped Houehi rebeds seize the Red Sea
coast from pro-gont. forces: Iran has been buskding Houthss ingo 2 magor regdonal ally capable of opening a new front in the wider war against the US

Assoctated Press
CAIRD

t ook Houthi rebeds
s than 45 howrs 10
selze Yemen's Bed Sea
oo from peo-goverm-
memt forces in a resound-
g Doy 0o Laiied States
(US) immerests and Wash
ingron’s reglonad albes
But the Howthes Sadn't
do it alome, Iranian Revoly-
tionary CGuasd  advisers
were in the 8edd helping A
rect the buttle, people f-
miltar wigh the Fenww
bold AP, markeg lran's
maost direct inmervenoon in
Ervonr of s lomgrime ally
singew Yomens oivil war
erupted in 2004, The inter-
vention shows how lran
hars bl the Houthes to 2
magor  reglomal | partner
albde 1o open 2 new Bot in
e Wider war with the LS.
The rebeds” bigeest land
grab i years, along with
the doswre of 2 key Soudi
plpciine, srengthe ned
their ablley 10 choke off
Saudl Arabla's oll expaorts,
puashiog up ghobed Sl pric
e aed giving dran greiet
leverage. The US. has
seemed reluctam 1w help
s ally Sk Arabia, vwen
s the Houthis borve gained
momenium = Yemen's re
vived ol war
The Houthes' swift, 115
Kiloenetre (75 mibe) assaul
eaplobed divisions among
forces allled wikh Yemen's
Saudibacked, intemation-
ally  revogresed  govern-
mem. The Howhis pene

traind the indernal
communikanons of one ol
the main lorces, the Na
tonad Resistanow, allosing
them 10 track s e
menes and sow confuson,

As pro-govertimens forc
s beat 2 frantic retreat, the
leader of the Nationsd Re
sistamce led o Saudi Ara
bia. The key port oty of
Mokha was standomed 2=
residents beft in the night,
alowing the Houthis 1o rod
0 wopposed on Seplem
ber 1), Their setzure of
srtegic  isbinds  swarin
frthwer  enbunced  thes
abdity 1w amack Saud! o
shipmems (n the Red Sea.

The Houthis had not
connducted 4 s came
pagn dong the coast since
JNT, when government
forces drove them out of
the arca. Since thes, the
Houthis had focused on
trying o capiure the od
rich provce of Marib in
central Yemen

A ruce ook hodd In
2022, The Sollowing vear,
the Houthls began attack
g Red Sea shipping ower
the war in Gacea, altachs
chant continued e 3 pane
shing U.S. bombing cam-
pagn = NES Aler thw
US. and Beawl sotacked
lan  in  Felwuary, the
Houthis largely kept to the
sdelines

Lok wear, lran began
peovidng the Houthis with
stepped up traning and b
gistical support on more
adhvanced massibes, drones
and uncrewed amtack

SO el Sl (i v ‘“wvA‘ \7.

boats, said Meahem Alsa
um, & securay analvst
who bus followed Iranian
bocked groups for nearty 2
decade and now runs 2
peivade inelligence .

n July, e Houthis re
newed thelr anacks on
Saudi Arabia after socising
 of strilong the airport in
the rebelheld capial, 5a
naa. That strike appears o
harve been almed o halting
a Might from Tehiran,

‘Present at all levels’
Mr. Asadoum and a senkoe
Houthi official sl the ks
pan Mgl whach L
hnded, twoughn Revods
tionary Guard  advesers,
who joined other advioeers
from the Guard A
Iran’s Lebanese aly, Hex
bollah - already based In
Yemen

n early Agust, the
Houthls resumed attacks

Flariag tenalana: Houthen hoad not

T TERE A TUNOr Campagn

S et ham ot n 201
o wrverniment oeoes, o
cusing o the city of Taiz,
2 the mountains overkok
g the coast, and Sring
mesibes and drones at
Mokha

The Hourds officiad said
Irankan advisers had pee
viomsly focused on stratep
i pharmmg and were not
the held. But In the Soest
escalation, they were “pee
sent o all bevels™ he sand,
eciuding panming tactics
mruanowinres and workine
with froat-line
oommanders

Two regionad oficials al
w0 seid lran provided &
rect sapport that helped
the rapid advance. Mr. A
siboum sald that = addh
thoa 1o helping in a com
mand role, the lranian
advisers analysed comime
mcations amd sateBite meel
fpence,  capacties  the
Houthis were bicking

Mw  National  Resis
tance, with some 30,000
ghiers, was the strongest
Pro-govermenere forcw
alorgt the cosst. Bt it had
not been Irrvodved In major
hghting since 2007

For a month, Howthe
foeces Domsbeeded its posi
thons wirh 150 ballistic mis
shes and MS  suiode
drones, according 10 3 Na
tiomsal Resistance spokes
man, Majr General Sadig
Dwakd. He sald s Aghters
were strviched over 170 ki
kenetres OO0 mdend, froms
Mokla into the mounte
NoUS Imteriorn, agamst what
he estmned were 75,000
Houthi fadters,

In exly September, the
Glanes  Brigade, ssothes
mitia, came to ity ad
helping ® to semporarily
prads back the rebels. B
the Clasus Brigade had not
cooedinaied wih the Na
ool Hesistanoe, angenng
s ekl commamders, one
governmers ofhcial sald

The two keces had 2
agtime rivalry rooted
the past strugiy betwesn
Seanddi Arabia and the U
ed Arab Emirates (UAED) oy
er conrol of the
Houthi  muovemern, That
sircgade Jed 10 the LAE
abragely pulling owt of Ye
men in karwsary

There wir o “umthed
comtentiaiad ™ sabd thee settdon
mltary ookl “Ths wis
d priceless opportunky for
the Houthes" On Septem
ber W the Homthe )
vanced south soward Nok

ha throwh a4 narrow
mountain valley, heavily

bombarding thelr
UL S AL

Horvitgt breached thwir
communicrtions, the

Houthis were able to hsten
in and exphodt dnvasdons,
ot Oof the governiment ofl
clals sald, addng that Na
tomal Resistamoe leaders
ket contact with seversl
frekd commeanders

By the altermoon, the
Houthls had seleed the
motntaen road and 3 mear
bry mibtary hase, cutting of
gorvet nurmmerdd suppldy b 8o
Mokha. Lemenase Gener
al Tariq Sadeh, the leader of
the Natwonasd Resntamw
was forced o Bee and then
ok refuge =B Sandi
Arabk

At around 6 pom. that
nkght, orders weill (il 30
Nl Resdstance Scld
unies 10 retreat back w
Mokha, When thousands
of fghters began ariving
the forces stacioned In the
port ciry thoughe a major
Houthd attack was Immi
el andd e 30 fee, twa
Nartioesa] Resistascw Rl
e1s okd the AP.

A Mokha residene, bsa
Gaslreeani, saic] he saw fgiin
ers in milieary vehiiches and
pickups stresssing out of
the city, "They le®® us %0
face o Boe” he sald, Tens
of thousaads of resddenss
podned the esndus,

The Houhl officiad sad
that when the rebeds roled
in early om Sepeember 10,
“the dty wis empiy.”
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U.P. CM launches Bharat Taxi,
loan scheme for farmers

Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath on
Wednesday launched the Bl?ﬂmmmnd.
the Mukhyamantri Krishak Samriddhi Yojana,
calling it two major steps for welfare of taxi
drivers and farmers of the State. Through Bharat
Taxi, two-wheeler, taxi and three-wheeler drivers
will be able to join on zero commission upon
registration. They will also receive social security
of T5 lakh. Under the Mukhyamantri Krishak
Samriddhi Yojana, the interest rate on loans
provided to farmers through the Uttar Pradesh

Cooperative Gramya Vikas Bank has been
reduced from 11% to 6%.
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Mirabai lifts silver, ends long
wait for Asian Games medal

\ todal of F8kg hedps the icon finish behind North Koveas Gum, who completes a hat-arick of titdes
with a World record 205k eflort: dream fnally turns into reality for the 2year-old Indian

ASIAN GAMES

Jonusthan Selvaraj
NAGOYA

mabal  Chamu's
place in the pan
theonn of Indlan

SpOrting reans was alreach
Olympic  siiver,
World champeonship gold
and  mwltipde  Comenon
wealth Cames golds had
ersuned thas,

S0, past how much could
an Asian Gamws medal
matrer? It tuems our thae It
mattered to her for close to
a decade and a half

“1 was thinking that I've
won medals @ the Olym
pics, World chamgpion
ships and Aszan champion
ships. Why can't I just win
a medal at the Asian
Games? Mwe been tnving
since 2014 but wasn't able
10," sasd Mirabai after the
final of the 45&g category

North Korea's R Somg
Gum was In a class of her
own. She won her third
comsecutne Asan Games
gold and broke her own

sCure.

Weight off her showlders: Virabal beams with oy and prde ahe

—

For 1he Tiest Limne o ot R Cavier. A

Warkd record with a total
of 215kg. The precocious
Wilayana Diana, just 21,
edged ahead of Murabail af
ter smatch, lifting SSkg o
the Indian’s 87kg. But in

clean and jerk, Mirabal's
strength made the diffe
rence. She had 107kg and
kg while the Indone
sian's best was 100%g. Mira-
bat’s toeal of 198kg was

enough far sliver; she
didnt even need a final at
tempt. It was the medal
she had chased for eterms
ty. The obsesson fnally
become reality.

Uthra Ganesan
NAGOYA

The Alchi General Shoating
Range continued 1o reward
Inddian shooters with me-
dals at the Asian Games
here on Wednesday, just
ot the colour they desper-
mely want; or the events
that they expecied 10 win
In. The men's and women's
skewt teams both finkshed
third for 2 bronze while
two of the three shooters
the Pl — Anantjeet Singh
Naruka and Ralza Dhilion
fell agomisingly shoet, fin-
ishimg fourth. Parinaaz
Dhaliwal finished eighth m
the indvidual event & In
dia’s wait for a shooting
ol continses.

The shotgun arena
made up foe the disaster in-
side the hring range where
Esha Singh and Suruchi
Phogan had Sorgettable cun
ings in the qualifying and
lailed 10 make the cur &
the fmal while Mag
er bowed out ifth in the
WOm air pistol, an evens the
three of them have been

dommaring
Naraka, the saver me
dallist Ffrom Hangehou,

midssed two of his first Sour
shots and despite trying his
best, was unahle 10 over
tum the deficit.

In a2 held where the
smallest of margins meant

Agen b -

Mixed bag for India at shooting range

ieful owtting: Thw e

srd the women sy bno of Sa22. Maheshsan and Parmaar made

W DO UM "y =THY

survival or ellminacion,
was not so muxch Namuka
mishring as his competi
sors not  faltering.  He
scored 25 out of 28 shots,
ane behind bronze medal
Bt Lee Meng-Ywan of Ta
wan. Among the wamen,
Ratza ended with 23 ount of
28 while Parinzsaz was the
firsz 20 be ehminased.

s am of Naarig, Naruba and Bhavagh

Earller, the men - Madra)
Ahmed Khan and Bhavtegh
Gill along with Naruka - 1o
talled 346 over three days
of gualifving rounls 1o fin
ish behind Qatar (353) and
Kurwase CA4X)

The women's trio of Ral
m, Panimaaz and Mahesh
wari Chauhan totalled 31
in the qualifying to hnish

third behind Chima (357)
and Kzakhsian 336) o
the Brst-ever Asian Games
mekal in women's skeet

s a grewm  fesling
knoming that [we are the
farst] bue | think the girls
were i great foem and | am
hoping we will go with a
few more medals, a lithe
disappaointed it mot being &
betner codour,” Mabeshwan
s, “The resson Hor shot-
gun taking 2 backsem) is
because we just didn’t have
high performing shietes
and enough femake athletes
00 beeglin with |

In pistal, Manu fnished
her gualifvng round with
579 in third pasition. Esha
began with serses of 94 and
93 bedore plcking up pace
but a 95 and 96 In the last
Fomir series was pever oy
00 be encawgh, as she fin
shed with 572 points with
12x. Suruchi, meanwhile,
had three semes of ™ each
and ane of 93 for 2 wotal of
568 with 12x to hotsh 26th

In the final, Manu never
really ot going, starting
with a2 9.9 and ending with
a %6 and just two M).Bs
throughout her series of 18
shots. The biggest setback
was an 8.9 on her elgiheh
shot, which pushed her
Ao into elimination 2o0e
and although she kepe sur
viving, it was a msatter of
evading the mevitable.
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