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Farmers body terms NCDC (Amendment)
Actan onslaught on federal rights of States

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Samyukt Kisan Morcha
(SKM) on Monday said the
National Cooperative Deve-
lopment Corporation
(Amendment) Act, 2026 is
an onslaught on the federal
rights of States. The um-
brella organisation of farm-
er groups, in an official
statement, alleged that the
new law would divert re-
sources from the priority
sector of agriculture and
agriculture-based rural in-
dustrial and infrastructure
development. It also al-
leged that the new law was
framed to suit the “corpo-
rate model of urban-centric
development”.

The Parliament of India
passed the NCDC (Amend-
ment) Bill, 2026, in August
to amend the NCDC Act of
1962, expanding the finan-
cial and operational scope
of the statutory corpora-
tion. Citing the Constitu-
tion’s Seventh Schedule,
the SKM said “cooperation”

The law also does away with the old rule that required eligible industr-
ial and village cooperatives to be based only in rural areas. FILE PHOTO

was in the State list, and the
NCDC (Amendment) Act,
2026, is a “naked intrusion”
by the Union government
into the powers of the
States. “As per Internation-
al Cooperative Alliance
principles, autonomy and
independence are basic
principles of cooperation
along with democratic con-
trol. The law, which per-
mits NCDC to directly inter-
vene in the cooperative
societies and take their
shares openly, violates the
basic principles of coopera-
tion and facilitates centrali-
sation of power into the

hands of the Union govern-
ment,” the SKM’s statement
read.

The SKM argued that by
directly extending financial
aid to cooperative societies,
the NCDC would centralise
cooperative institutions un-
der the power of the Union
government for political
dominance over States.
“This reflects the authori-
tarian character of the cor-
porate class fully endorsed
by BJP-RSS (Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh) com-
bine,” the statement added.

The SKM said the Su-
preme Court, through an

order in 2021, had stated
that the Union government
has limited powers to inter-
vene in cooperative socie-
ties that are under State go-
vernments. The new
amendment had been
brought to nullify the apex
court’s order, it added.

The law also does away
with the old rule that re-
quired eligible industrial
and village cooperatives to
be based only in rural loca-
tions. “Cooperatives are the
soul of rural India and are
capable of bringing wides-
pread developments in the
villages. The NCDC
(Amendment) Act permits
its operations to extend to
non-agricultural  sectors
and abolish the stipulation
of developing industries in
the rural regions... means
the resources meant to use
for agriculture and rural in-
dustrial and infrastructure
expansion will be diverted
for urban-centric develop-
ment suitable for corporate
development model,” the
statement read.
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National Cooperative Development Corporation

(Amendment) Act, 2026 TSI Tewr fasa fam aaferfram,
1962 B GINYT i o 3237 ¥ "4 gRT Ui foram 7 21 I8

T HEHTNT HAeTd (Ministry of Cooperation) 3 @&d NCDC
& Torfter 3T IR=ITe SRIL hl SAT9eh ST o Tolt oI 7T 2

1. NCDC Hvtrer arfarfaam, 2026 o 97 Taa™ (Key

Features)

yeaer o wgrET (Direct Financing): 98 NCDC ey
Y Y TS T AT Teh B ATF T=AT H HIH B el Tahrl
GiHfaRT sht € forcia wag (SR01/3TE) T o, ST Tsd w14
TR T TS AL o HTEqH § e ST SITdT 9| 37 I8
At NCDC &t foret «ft wrerfires a1 tea-wate el
iurfci/gehTs ol HTEr SHUT ST HFTST TE hi T ARIHR a2l
@A (Foodstuffs) sht TRt T forear: s & Q=
& ST T TGTH %ﬁmw (Processed Food) 3R 5
TR ST ARG 311 WTel Sl ohi Mot fohall T 21 368

S-SR § S[ET HEehrl |iHfaaT i forta ST et T S
g

IR 1ilc\Trl':l‘ T qRfEr (Equity Participation): S, T hT tljf
Tihfc ¥ NCDC 31 Heehr{l foshtel H il Seeqrat <l S it
(Share Capital)ﬁ‘éﬂﬁ T & Tk

TTHIOT 87 ShT T T geAT: FIIL, UTHIUT S Helg, SN § S
R TfHfer o for 31 omefior &= o feorq 219 <t eafamiar
h! THTH T faT 7T 2|

%%ZH@?TWT (Information Sharing): NCDC &l
SRUT ST Ysie o foTq fiste S (RBI), Siohi 371X g TR &
i forefiar o 9T Eeeft STHeRT Wehat 3T TS ol Shl SRR
w2
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2. 30 rfarfam st fadver / fiamd s STate o w82
* I TLHR T A& FEhRT &3 hl HSTe[d AT &, Aloh et

R TSF T oh Teaqemeeni gr frferiiad feiget ot feiamd stars s
e

TOET GIaTg R I9TT (Impact on Federalism): HRdTT
T shi 78T ST oh ATAR, T & TS Tk HHA Egehtt
wfufoat T T (State List - Entry 32) T forwa §) 32
ERINCDC o ST TSAT 3hT AT i §9 e o § TSt i
VHeRT JUTETd B X foreftar ferepsiiaraor TTford 8 shl STTRiehT 2l

TS LRI <kl T o et (Overlapping Regulation):
Geh i GIHTTT oAt Ushiemur, Tee ST FHEme U= Ui
31efi BT 21 NCDC 3 #teft forcfer s @ gredt formot sromreft
(Dual Oversight) i Reafa Sca= 81 gehe! 7, fore yemataes
ST, s

At oreh BEASNT <hT STITRT: ITATEh! 1 doh & foh T
LRI ! TSI ik ET8 TTafes Teehrl At (S| PACS)
1 S HTE T A U h GLHR T TI-EA0T TEehil TSHITd T
e g7 T & HehelT 2
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Prelims Practice Question (<‘=l'{~_g|9ﬁ'8 T)

o Q.U TEehT forerra femr (wotrer) arfarfam, 2026 & wgst
7, FaferRaa st . Tem hifkT:

1. I8 AR NCDC ! UST G ohl SR FLd U forelt off
Srerfereh AT USY S wgeRrRl |iHid sl Hier 3807 N LM Y
T ST SR 3T 2

2. THHIMEA G S FEGAT AN FHE IU A ST qeehrdt
it o fore Tmior & 7 feord g 3t At 37d bl 9|1 T
[ERIRIDIR

3. NCDC HgehTHaAr BT & 3Faiid Uk deTi=eh [HehRT (Statutory
Body) 2l

ITUH HAAT H A H-A1/H T /82
A. %ad 1 32

B. adl2 33

C. a1 33

D. 1,233

Mains Practice Question (H&I TLTIT I2)
A
o Ry gEHRl fAra (AT (@A) AERIE, 2026 YR F GEHIRAT
&7 & ST F] 191 H T FIaw1e eH 8, T2 ot 98 TRl
E4T1G (Federalism) % Tgial @ 2atrar gdid gidr 81" gHien Fifsa)
(15 31, 250 3753)
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Stone quarries and crushers in the vicinity
put Assam’s semiconductor plant at risk

Rahul Karmakar
GUWAHATI

Dust-producing stone quar-
ries and crushers in the vi-
cinity could cripple As-
sam’s semiconductor unit,
a signature pet project of
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, before it can start, an
environmental activist has
warned.

The 327,000 crore Tata
Semiconductor Assembly
and Test (TSAT) facility is
being developed in Mori-
gaon district’s Jagiroad,
about 55 km east of Guwa-
hati. It is a major compo-
nent of India’s chip-making
ambitions and is linked to
the vision of building a self-
reliant ecosystem under
the India Semiconductor
Mission (ISM).

Over 60% of the work at
the TSAT facility, coming
up where a unit of the Hin-

dustan Paper Corporation
once stood, is complete.
According to the ISM gui-
delines, a semiconductor
plant requires ISO Class 1 to
5 vibration-damped clean-
rooms to prevent micro-
scopic dust contamination,
and millions of gallons of
ultra-pure water daily for
wafer-rising, chemical pro-
cessing, and cooling.
However, stone quarries

Chief Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma inspecting progress of the
semiconductor project at Jagiroad near Guwahati. FILE PHOTO

and crushers within a 5 km
radius of the facility have
reportedly been covering
the Jagiroad area with a
blanket of dust. Local or-
ganisations said excavation
and blasting carried out in
the hills of Sonaikuchi Re-
serve Forest (near the semi-
conductor plant) have
caused flash floods and
threatened public health.
Raising concerns over

the potential impact of dust
and pollution on Assam’s
flagship industrial project,
Golaghat district-based en-
vironmental activist Rohit
Choudhury urged the State
government to enforce res-
trictions on polluting indus-
tries and activities within a
15-km radius of the TSAT
facility.

RTI response

In a letter to the Assam
Chief Secretary on August
22, he cited an RTI reply
from the State’s Industries,
Commerce, and Public En-
terprise Department and
an earlier government di-
rective to argue that ex-
emption granted to pre-ex-
isting and pipeline
polluting industries could
undermine the very objec-
tive of protecting the pro-
posed Ratan Tata Electron-
ic City at Jagiroad.

YouTube Homework

ISM 1.0 & 2.0

2 ®
Ri?
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AT & ARATIE (Morigaon) Tt o SIS (Jagiroad)
T o (&1 Afshedet wiic YRd & Tenfieht 31 fenfies
TTiGYa % foTC TaF STid Aecaqul s 8

1. Aftrehsaet wiie o N H T0E a2

IAAW T FAA9T: 21T A HF (Tata Semiconductor
Assembly and Test - TSAT) §RI 27,000 FUE & AT &
30 Tfua foram ST T R

T (ISM): I8 YA H{hK % India Semiconductor
Mission (ISM) T T Y@ T 2

TAT: T WATE i "TEgR Yot Shdie T (HPC) i sig uet
SIS IR firet <At STHIA 9T S ST 3T 2l

AT & TSR J&T AT ST THTHT 4.83 s Afshedel e
ST IcATe BT, TSTE@ ST 15,000 TeeT 37K 11,000
13,000 3TIcTeT TUSATR firer sht SEfie R

2. WW&@W@HW (Key Issues &

Challenges)

. ﬁﬁwﬁﬂﬁmﬁw S8 Hagfie (Precision-Driven)
TishaT Bidl R 38 Wiic ol v (A feifad same=iiter,
ot it e S AT o &

U TeRUT Ue g1 TGWUT T G (Air Pollution & Mining):

o Yitehgaet U] & foTu 3Tcafereh 9T ST
(Cleanrooms) 3l STTIYIHAT BTl ©, STal gar § %131'35
H&H 0T (Microscopic Dust) I%I('g)h(d E R E RSN

i WﬁSW%WﬁWW@?ﬁ(Stone
Quarries) 3T IR & IS AT g § AT 6 HeTe
I ST SEH 2

*  ETeAioh TS TR A 15 Tohelt o qrI § Sguor Sea
ST T IR bt AT fera Foram <, Afe qrfi/disTar
G ol B Tt % 0T wleruTierg IR T
TS 3HHT oY L B B
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WehU T Tef T Heielt Shu (Vibration Risks):

*  ITEUTH o TETST & (SIH HHTEHe st Hitee) H B dlel SEHIEE ST
IR G U STHIF T U (Vibrations) 3¢9 8Id 2

*  SATHIET TR ShT HTShITeT Aegtherartn AT o T =—Aaw urse amgsiv (e
BT 7, 3= Fog festgs wue g9 o1 Siiftaw war Bl

HITAT BTFORIT Rt T9TE (Human-Wildlife Conflict):

o IS & & ATEU Tsid Miafafert &t 8 Fmior sl o S gt i
HTTSITET | STHIA H B STet o ST GLETT shi &1 H T@d ¢ BRI HIT I
ECUERNLS W—Eﬁaﬁ'ﬂ'{' (Elephant-Proof Barrier) 3T fHHTOT ST ST & 2

TEATSE TISANY hi AR TATH farer (Land & Ethnic Protests):

*  THIE o IATHUTH FATIId HSATSE TSR (Satellite Township) % T 1 folier
T fal (Tiwa) AR TR (Bodo) T R foRAT 71T, fStereh shor s
HTHR T I T T A1 FTEART TG VH1 921l
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TR ¥ gear Aichgae o (ISM)
1. TSI (Gujarat)
* TSR YA o T HHIHSHCL 8 o &9 H IW 8, STa1 el 5 TE FIeied 1o o;

Tata Electronics & PSMC (&ﬁﬁ'{r):
* T&N: Commercial Semiconductor Fab (T 3T Y&aIT STk (o =0T wie)
*  rgaTAa e 291,526 wU
Micron Technology (FT0(3):
* Y&h: Memory Chip Assembly & Testing (ATMP/OSAT)
AT AT 222,516 HUg
CG Power + Renesas + Stars (|TU3):
* ThR: OSAT Facility (3iTeHifea o f=nfire faem)
* FruTa e 27,584 wU
Kaynes Semicon (HT0(3):
* UhR: OSAT Unit (I Ua Sorerii-aw )
*  rgwriAa faeT: 23,307 #s
Suchi Semicon (HX) / Crystal Matrix (%ﬁﬁ'{'r):
*  YhR: OSAT Ud HHEE UHIchewet el ShT3AT
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2. 37HH (Assam)
* Tata Semiconductor Assembly & Test - TSAT mﬁﬁ-s',
wHTE):
*  T&R: Advanced OSAT/ATMP Facility (Ta<R o1
TEAT ST YohlSHT Ta R i)
*  grgaTAa faer: 227,120 w08
3. 3T YS90 (Uttar Pradesh)
* HCL Group & Foxconn Joint Venture (@h‘:r{ / =ﬁ'Q3T -
YEIDA):
* Y&NK: Display Driver IC (DDIC) Td Power
Management OSAT Unit
AT fAaeT: 23,706 g
4. 3N (Odisha)
®* SiCSem / Archean Group @?Clﬁ éﬁ‘r, ga%rm):
* Tt Silicon Carbide (SiC) Compound
Semiconductor Fab Td 3D Packaging
*  FraTAa e 22,067 w8

5. U (Punjab)

Semi-Conductor Laboratory - SCL (Hﬁ%‘lﬁ'\‘):
*  eRR: THRT SITH TS foshé (R&D) & Hisieher gferen
(SATELehTeRToT STY)

6. AT (Tamil Nadu)
® Polymatech Electronics (maﬁg'{rr / %Fré‘):

* Yah: Opto Semiconductor & Chip Packaging Unit




UPSC Prelims 2026 Question

Q. FrafeTitaa # & WA o AHtehgare T 31 ITeh TATHT ST hH-AT ITH TET

guteTa 781 87

A, HiST ATeR UE Seftgadt |ieywid uT. fifide (e soag iHes 3T w2
HISShIcA R (el o Hed T ¥) : T

B. IIeT HHiehgaet THectl Ug ¢ UI. fafids « sram

TIHUA-B IR SiTge J=R 3iear o fafiee : weg ueor

D. W(SicSem)N.%ﬁ%@:@%ﬂT

a
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Denial of nod for U.S. trip an
insult to Telangana: Revanth

Move reflects discrimination against State, he says, adds that it was an effort to rob investments
from Telangana in favour of Gujarat; the CM denies reports of plan to meet New York Mayor

R. Ravikanth Reddy
HYDERABAD

elangana Chief Mi-
T nister A. Revanth
Reddy on Monday

termed the Centre’s refusal
to grant political clearance
for his proposed visit to the
U.S. an insult to Telangana.

He alleged that the deci-
sion reflected discrimina-
tion against the State, and
was an effort to rob invest-
ments from Telangana in
favour of Gujarat.

The Ministry of External
Affairs, which had been ap-
proached by the State go-
vernment for clearance for
the Chief Minister’s official
visit to the U.K. and the
U.S., approved only the
U.K. leg of the tour.

The MEA cited denial of

Q If the Gujarat Chief
Minister can travel

to the U.S. and Canada to
promote Vibrant Gujarat
2047, why was the visit of

the Telangana Chief Minister
denied when it was proposed

for similar purposes

REVANTH REDDY
Telangana Chief Minister

clearance from the “politi-
cal angle.”

Mr. Reddy said the State
government had provided
detailed information to the
Centre about the purpose
and objectives of his pro-
posed foreign visit. “If the
proposal of a Chief Minis-
ter is rejected without pro-
perly reviewing the infor-

mation, can such a
decision be taken without
the knowledge of the
Prime Minister,” he asked
presspersons here after his
return from the U.K. leg of
the trip on Monday.

He  questioned the
Centre’s approach by cit-
ing the foreign visits of Guj-
arat Chief Minister Bhu-

pendra Patel. “If the
Gujarat Chief Minister can
travel to the U.S. and Cana-
da to promote Vibrant Guj-
arat 2047, why was the visit
of the Telangana Chief Mi-
nister denied when it was
proposed for similar pur-
poses under Telangana
Rising 2047,” he asked.

Rejecting rumours of his
scheduled meeting with
New York Mayor Zohran
Mamdani, Mr. Reddy said
no such appointment was
fixed. “Mr. Mamdani is not
an antisocial element. He is
an elected mayor,” the
Chief Minister added.

Mr. Reddy said Telanga-
na should not be treated as
a lesser State. He added
that his government would
continue with Telangana
Rising 2047 programme.

YouTube Homework
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‘Won't allow unauthorised entry in Haryana govt. schools’

The Hindu Bureau
GURUGRAM

Haryana Education Minis-
ter Mahipal Dhanda on
Monday said unauthorised
entry will not be allowed in
government schools in the
State. His remarks came af-
ter Cockroach Janta Party
(CJP) activists visited go-
vernment schools in sever-
al villages in the State over
the past two weeks as part
of its ‘School Thik Karo’
campaign. They alleged
deficiencies in infrastruc-
ture, cleanliness, availabili-
ty of teachers, and quality

of midday meals.

‘National heritage’
Addressing reporters in
Hansi, Mr. Dhanda termed
government schools a “na-
tional heritage” and said
the “safety of students can-
not be compromised for
political publicity”. He said
anyone visiting a govern-
ment school should do so
in coordination with mem-
bers of the panchayat and
the school management
committee (SMC).

“The sarpanch is there,
elected representatives of
the panchayat are there.

* Rajasthan

®* Haryana
¢ Uttar Pradesh

Mahipal Dhanda

There is an SMC in all
schools. Anyone visiting
must take along SMC and
panchayat members,” the
Minister said, adding that
responsibility would be
fixed if disturbances occur

on the school premises
during such visits.

Mr. Dhanda said people
with genuine complaints
about a government school
should first approach the
sarpanch and other res-
ponsible authorities.

CJP national core com-
mittee member Sudhir
Sangwan told The Hindu
that the group had so far vi-
sited 16 to 17 schools across
districts such as Jhajjar,
Bhiwani, Charkhi Dadri,
and Fatehabad.

He claimed that a teach-
er was suspended in Bhi-
wani after a CJP activist

raised concerns over the
quality of foodgrains sup-
plied for the midday meal.
He added that CJP activists
plan to visit 100 more
schools in the State over
the next fortnight, with the
objective of highlighting
shortcomings and de-
manding greater accounta-
bility and better execution.

‘Invited by villagers’

Reacting to the Minister’s
remarks, Mr. Sangwan said
CJP  activists  entered
schools only after they
were invited by villagers
who wanted improve-

ments in their schools.

He questioned the effec-
tiveness of the SMCs, say-
ing though they were set
up to function as watch-
dogs, their members were
often inactive or lacked the
capacity to  monitor
schools effectively.

Mr.  Sangwan  also
shared on X an order is-
sued by the Hansi district
administration restricting
unauthorised entry into
schools and criticised the
MOVE as an attempt to pre-
vent people from docu-
menting the condition of
government schools.
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Home Minister directs police chiefs to
detect and deport illegal immigrants

Vijaita Singh
NEW DELHI

Union Home Minister Amit
Shah on Monday directed
the security agencies to
take strict  measures
against infiltration, asking
the police chiefs to detect
and deport illegal mi-
grants. He was inaugurat-
ing the two-day National
Security Strategies Confe-
rence-2026 (NSSC).

On Tuesday, the confe-
rence will discuss informa-
tion warfare and its impli-
cations on  national
security and the need for a
bio-security framework.

The Home Minister said
an Al-based analysis of in-
formation available on
Multi Agency Centres
(MAC) platforms should be
done to create standard
operating procedures
(SOPs) to counter various
national security challeng-

Union Home Minister Amit Shah during the inauguration of the 9th
National Security Strategies Conference on Monday. ANI

es. The conference held in
hybrid format was attend-
ed by over 850 participants
from across the country.
Union Home Secretary Go-
vind Mohan, Intelligence
Bureau Director Mahesh
Dixit, and heads of Central
Armed Police Forces
(CAPFs) attended the con-
ference in Delhi.
Directors-General  of
Police of States and Union
Territories, young police

officers working at the cut-
ting-edge level, and do-
main experts from special-
ised fields joined  the
conference through virtual
mode, the Union Home Mi-
nistry said.

National security

On the first day of the con-
ference, discussions fo-
cused on critical aspects of
national security, includ-
ing response to counter-

terrorism challenges; fu-
sion, analysis and opera-
tionalisation of intelligence
through MAC; vision docu-
ment on narcotics control;
detection and deportation
of illegal migrants; policy
framework to combat cy-
bercrime; and proxy war-
fare by Pakistan.

For effective tackling of
terrorism and radicalisa-
tion, Mr. Shah emphasised
on training for implemen-
tation of the Ministry’s
PRAHAAR scheme, exped-
iting trials by bringing back
fugitives, using the trial in
absentia provisions and
undertaking comprehen-
sive and integrated ap-
proach while investigating
Unlawful Activities Preven-
tion Act (UAPA) cases.

Second day of the confe-
rence will focus on the
threat landscape from sub-
aerial systems and formu-
lating countermeasures.
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Invisible actors

The ECI must stop filing of bulk o E C I
applications for deletion of voters

T he Election Commission of India (ECI)’s

Special Intensive Revision (SIR) of electo-

ral rolls has seen allegations of bulk filing
of applications seeking to delete voters” names
from draft lists using Form 7 in Rajasthan, Guja-
rat, Uttar Pradesh and, more recently Uttarak-
hand. Ground reports by The Hindu from Karna-
taka, Rajasthan and Gujarat noted that these
forms were often filed in bulk fraudulently using
names of people who were unaware of the filing.
In several instances, hundreds of objections were [ S IR
filed under a single person’s name. Form 7 is filed
to object to an existing name — or to request its
deletion — on the electoral rolls for reasons such
as death, shifting, or ineligibility. The ECI’s Booth
Level Officer or the Electoral Registration Officer
(ERO) has to conduct an inquiry on the applica-
tion and issue a notice to the voter before taking
any action. While Booth Level Agents (BLA) of
political parties can file up to 10 Form 7s a day, to-
talling 30, there is no limit on how many forms an
individual registered as a voter from the same
constituency can submit. To prevent misuse, the
ECI has said that if a person files more than five
objections, it will trigger a mandatory review by [ ] F O rm NO 7
the ERO to ensure the legitimacy of the claims. L)

The Opposition parties have alleged that the

form was being misused through “systemic and
coordinated efforts” to delete names of eligible
voters and embolden the BJP’s efforts to wrong-
fully gain electoral advantage. In the case of Utta-
rakhand, the Congress has alleged that the man-
ner in which the bulk forms were submitted
online pointed to “institutional” access being
granted to some in the process. These parties
have also sent delegations and submitted repre-
sentations to the ECI. What is important to note is
that in most cases, voters were unaware that ap-
plications for deletion of their names had been * I S S u e S
filed at all, leaving it to workers of political parties
active in the constituency to bring it to their not-
ice. According to ECI data, for the third phase of
the SIR covering 16 States/three Union Territories
there are 3,42,409 BLAs of political parties for an
electorate of 36,73,87,831 or one BLA for approxi-
mately 1,073 voters. These numbers include
agents from ruling and Opposition parties. In
such a situation, it is incumbent upon the ECI to
step in and protect the voting rights of an indivi-
dual rather than leave it to the grassroot strength
of political parties. The ECI should thus take im-
mediate steps to address this concern. Abnormal
patterns should be investigated and the process
should be monitored, with a uniform, country-
wide Standard Operating Procedure, requiring
verification of identity and constituency of the
objector and the following of due process before
any elector is deleted pursuant to a Form 7.
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Perfect host

India was successful as a host of

badminton World Championships ® WO me n HO c key WO l’ld

T he 2026 BWF World Championships in

New Delhi marked the rise of France as

an on-court force and of India as a capa- . °
ble host. Alex Lanier’s triumph in singles, and Ch h
Thom Gicquel and Delphine Delrue’s in mixed amplon S lp
doubles, were the first golds in France’s history. It
was just over three months ago that the Euro-
pean nation finished a worthy runner-up to Chi-
na in the Thomas Cup, the de facto World Cup in
badminton. The Worlds success has established
France as a serious contender in a sport other-
wise dominated by Asian countries. In fact, La-
nier is just the third non-Asian this century — af-
ter Spain’s Carolina Marin and Denmark’s Viktor
Axelsen — to win the singles gold at the World
Championships. The 2l-year-old did that at a
spruced-up Indira Gandhi Indoor Stadium,
which was in the dock earlier in January when pi-
geons and monkeys intruded into the arena dur-
ing the India Open. The massive facelift ensured
that the marquee event’s return to India after 17
years would be long remembered. An SeYoung
will also go back with happy memories after re-
claiming the women’s singles crown from three-
time titlist Akane Yamaguchi. The victory extend-
ed the 24-year-old reigning Olympic champion’s
stellar 2026, during which she has won an Uber
Cup gold medal, and the individual and team tro-
phies at the Badminton Asia Championships.

For India, the competition was the I12th
straight edition where it secured at least one me-
dal, with Gayatri Gopichand and Treesa Jolly bag-
ging a bronze in women’s doubles. The perfor-
mance is the latest in a series of good outcomes
for Indian badminton after an ordinary 2025,
where Satwiksairaj Rankireddy and Chirag Shet-
ty’s World Championships doubles bronze was
the best result. This year, Lakshya Sen reached
the All England Open final, and Ayush Shetty at
the Badminton Asia Championships. P.V. Sind-
hu’s victory at the Japan Open Super 750 last
month was only her second Tour title in the last
four years, and there were also triumphs for Sat-
wiksairaj and Chirag at Singapore Open Super
750, and for Devika Sihag, Tanvi Sharma and Ash-
mita Chaliha at the Super 300 level. Yet, the feel-
ing is unmistakable that India should have done
better at a home World Championships, with
Lakshya’s second-round defeat to the unheralded
American teenager Garret Tan the most disap-
pointing. There is no questioning the 25-year-
old’s capability; he is a World Championships
bronze medallist, a two-time All England finalist
and finished an agonising fourth at the Paris 2024
Olympics. But no Indian men’s singles player has
won an elite BWF Super 1000-level title since K.
Srikanth in 2017. A swift end to this drought is es-
sential for the overall health of the sport.
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Labour rights beyond the shadow of BWSSB

n August 20, 2026, the Supreme Court
of India delivered its judgment on the
Reference made on the correctness of
the judgment in Bangalore Water
Supply and Sewerage Board vs A. Rajappa
(BWSSB), 1978, particularly the test for
determining whether an activity falls within the
definition of “industry” under Section 2(j) of the
Industrial Disputes (ID) Act, 1947. A brief history
of the Reference. In State of U.P. vs Jai Bir Singh
(2005), 5 SCC 1, a five-judge Bench referred the
seven-judge Bench decision in BWSSB for
reconsideration. A seven-judge Bench was
constituted and, by order dated January 2, 2017,
referred the matter to a nine-judge Bench. By
order dated February 16 2026, the nine-Judge
Bench framed four questions concerning the
correctness of the test in BWSSB, the impact of
the 1982 Amendment and the Industrial Relations
Code (IRC), 2020, whether government welfare
activities count as “industrial activities,” and the
scope of “sovereign functions” under Section 2(j).
By the time the questions were framed, the
IRC, 2020 had been brought into force from
November 21, 2025, also repealing the ID Act,
1947. By virtue of this repeal, the Reference had
effectively been rendered otiose. Even so, the
nine-judge Bench proceeded to hear the matter.

Judges and reactions

Of the nine judges, Justice D. Datta and Justice U.
Bhuyan held that “the reference requires no
answer”. Justice B.V. Nagarathna found the
exercise “unnecessary and only academic in
nature”. Justice P.S. Narasimha held that “an
authoritative interpretation of the definition
industry” was compelling at the time of the
Reference”, but “such a determination has now
become unnecessary, with the repeal of the said
provision.”.

Importantly, even the opinion written by the
Chief Justice of India (CJI) for four judges
acknowledges this. Even as it sought to
re-formulate the Triple Test laid down by BWSSB,
it describes its reformulation of the Triple Test as
merely “hypothetical”, and expressly states that it
will not apply to any pending case. The ID Act has
been repealed, and there can be no future cases
under it either. Even the reformulated test framed
by four judges was prospective and would not
alter pending disputes, which would continue to
be governed by the BWSSB framework, and since
the ID Act, 1947 has been repealed, there can be
no future cases under it.

The four questions framed on February 16,
2026 concern only Section 2(j) of the ID Act. The
interpretation of Section 2(p) of the IRC was not
before the Court.

The CJI, writing for four judges, recognises that
the IRC “is an independent legislative enactment
and must be interpreted on its own terms, having

E\
V. Gopala Gowda
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the Supreme Court
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|

Maitreyi Krishnan

Practising advocate

The top court's
treatment of
BWSSB
highlights the
enduring
anxiety over
the scope of
labour
protection

regard to its text, scheme, and object”. At the
same time, the same opinion says, in view of the
reformulated Triple Test in their opinion, the
principles laid down in BWSSB shall not be
regarded as the “sheet anchor for the
interpretation of the IRC should such a question
arise in the future”. While on the one hand it
refuses to construe a provision, in the same
breath it rules on how BWSSB, as a precedent,
may not be used to construe it. This in itselfis a
form of construing it, and is an attempt to police
the tools available for a future interpretive
exercise.

Justice Narasimha also says that it is important
to ensure that the interpretation of the definition
of “Industry” under the IRC “is not burdened by
the existing interpretations” under the ID Act,
1947. Justice Nagarathna’s opinion on this issue is
important. While affirming the judgment in
BWSSB, she recognised that the extent to which
its reasoning carries over to the interpretation of
“industry” under the IRC is to be tested by
comparing the actual text of the two provisions.
Such a comparison can be meaningfully
undertaken only in a case arising under Section
2(p), and not in the abstract.

The interpretation of the definition of industry
under the IRC cannot be seen in abstract and
would have to be understood in light of the rich
jurisprudence that has developed with BWSSB
and after.

The importance of BWSSB

There is a deeper thread — an anxiety about the
judgment in BWSSB, which needs to be
addressed. This anxiety is what gave rise to the
Reference itself. The five-Judge Bench in Jai Bir
Singh (2005) questioned the correctness of
BWSSB, observing that its “worker-oriented
approach” was “unmindful of the interests of the
employer or owner of the industry”.

This finds an echo in the CJI’s opinion. Having
hypothetically reformulated the tests in BWSSB,
and having stated that BWSSB shall not be
regarded as the sheet anchor for the
interpretation of the IRC, the opinion of the CJI,
for four judges, speaks of the judgment finally
lifting a “burden” and permitting the law to
“move forward unencumbered”.

This again finds echo in the judgment of Justice
Narasimha, who states that the interpretation of
the definition of “industry” under the IRC, 2020
“must be freed of the bondage of ratio” in BWSSB.
In this light, it is essential to recognise what
“burden” of BWSSB causes such anxiety.

There can be no dispute about the asymmetry
between capital and labour, or the imbalance in
their respective bargaining power. Justice Bagchi
recognises this when he reminds us that one
must always “bear in mind that a workman
seldom enters the field of negotiation as an

equal....” The Constitution recognises this, with
Article 42 requiring the state to secure “just and
humane conditions of work,” while Article 23
prohibits “traffic in human beings”, “begar, and
other forms of forced labour”. The conditions
that necessitated these protections have simply
changed form.

Labour legislation recognised this extreme
imbalance and sought to ensure a modicum of
bare protection. This is not a “pro-worker”
understanding of the law, but just a check against
the imbalance tilting toward the employer. The
fact that such bare protection is described as
“pro-worker” says less about the protection than
about where the baseline has been unfortunately
naturalised. While the freedom to dismiss
without explanation is part of the ordinary run of
business, a requirement to explain is called a
burden. The warning of Dr. B.R. Ambedkar rings
true — liberty from the control of the state is
another name for “the dictatorship of the private
employer”.

The 13-judge Bench decision in Kesavananda
Bharati (1973) recognised that justice, social,
economic and political, formed part of the
Constitution’s basic structure. The underlying
inequality between employer and workman has
not narrowed since 1947. In fact, the policy of
“ease of doing business” has widened it. This is
exactly why the social justice vision of Part IV of
the Constitution calls for more protection now,
not less.

The issue of labour rights

The ID Act, 1947 — to maintain industrial peace —
provided basic protections and a forum for
adjudicating disputes, where the labour courts
and tribunals have been given wide powers to
adjudicate on the same. To be excluded from its
definition of “industry” is to be excluded from
that bare minimum protection, and from the
remedy available under it. The significance of
BWSSB’s definition of “industry” lay in ensuring
that this protection reached everyone the Act was
meant to cover, rather than excluding workers
from the one recourse the law offered them.

Given the overarching objective of industrial
peace, there was never a reason to treat BWSSB’s
interpretation as a burden rather than as the Act
doing precisely what it was designed to do. The
anxiety surrounding it has always rested on the
same premise: an eagerness to remove workers
from the protection of the law.

As the ID Act stands repealed and the IRC
takes its place, it is necessary to return to the
promise of social justice in the Constitution. The
labour codes that have replaced the ID Act,
including the IRC, are built on a premise of
exclusion — narrowing who falls within the
protection of the law — and will have to answer to
that mandate.
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The fact is youth unemployment has a household cost

told through a single statistic: how many

young people cannot find work. The latest
Periodic Labour Force Survey (PLFS 2025)
reports an unemployment rate of 14.8% among
18-29 year-olds, rising to 29.4% among those who
are tertiary educated (with a diploma, graduate
or post-graduate levels). The broader picture is
larger than the unemployment rate alone
suggests. Unemployment as a measure captures
only those people who are not working but are
actively seeking or available for work. It excludes
those outside the labour force, including those
who may have stopped looking for work, a group
that may include many young women. Against
the narrower measure of unemployment, the
broader picture is considerably larger: 40.1% of
tertiary-educated youth are neither in
employment, education nor training, commonly
referred to as NEET. Among tertiary-educated
young women who are NEET, 74.7% are outside
the labour force — neither working nor classified
as unemployed because they are not seeking or
available for work.

l ndia’s youth unemployment crisis is usually

A framing that misses another issue
Unemployment is only the most visible part of a
wider problem of educated young people
remaining outside employment. And for those
who are looking for work, the wait can be long.
Examination paper leaks, recruitment delays and
debates over India’s demographic dividend have
kept the spotlight firmly on young jobseekers.
Yet, this framing misses an important
question. Unemployment is rarely experienced
by individuals alone. Behind every unemployed
graduate is often an entire household that
financed the degree, adjusted its spending and
continues to support a young adult’s job search.
Looking at youth unemployment through the
household rather than the individual raises a
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different question: what happens to families
when an educated young adult cannot find work?
How households experience that unemployment
may depend not only on the absence of work, but
also on how long the search lasts and on the
resources families have to sustain it.

The households that invested in education
Around 15.4% of Indian households have a
tertiary-educated young adult (18-29 years).
These are households that have invested in
higher education in the expectation that it would
provide a pathway to secure employment and
upward mobility. Yet, one in five households is
supporting at least one unemployed
tertiary-educated young adult (20.8%). The
household consequences are measurable.
Compared to households without any educated
unemployed youth, those with unemployed
youth spend, on average, 31,087 less per month
on consumption overall, and Z710 less per
household member.

On average, these households have only 1.5
earning members, compared with two in
households without an unemployed educated
youth. For 14.4% of them, there is no active
earning member at all, while 39.5% depend on a
single earner. And in nearly two-thirds (62.5%),
no one in the household has a regular salaried
job.

The pressure on households becomes more
serious when unemployment persists. Nearly
three in five (58%) unemployed tertiary-educated
youth have been searching for work for more
than a year. Close to three in 10 (28.9%) have
been unemployed for more than two years. A
household supporting an unemployed graduate
for a few months faces a different pressure than
one finaneing a job search stretching across one
or two years. Extended unemployment depletes
savings, reduces consumption, and forces

difficult choices about what employment the
young adult should accept.

The data show a clear pattern: the ability to
sustain prolonged job search is associated with
household earning capacity. For someone ina
household surviving on one earner or without a
regular salary, the pressure to start earning is
likely to arrive much sooner. What looks like the
duration of an individual’s unemployment,
therefore, is also a measure of how long a family
must sustain the wait. These families must push
their unemployed youth toward immediate
employment, even if it means accepting positions
far below their qualifications. The choice is not
between a ‘good job’ and ‘bad job. It is between
‘any job’ and economic insecurity.

The policy question

Current employment policy largely treats youth
joblessness as an individual problem, addressed
through apprenticeships, skilling and hiring
incentives. The evidence here suggests that the
consequences of unemployment extend beyond
the individual jobseeker to the household
supporting them. The length of the transition
from education to work also matters, because
someone is financing that wait. Recruitment
delays, prolonged selection processes and
extended job searches impose very different costs
on a household with several earners than on one
relying on a single income or without a regular
salaried worker. Therefore, employment policy
needs to pay greater attention to how long young
people remain unemployed, and to the economic
circumstances of the families supporting them
during that period. Reducing avoidable delays in
entry into work is not only a labour-market
concern; it can also reduce the strain that
prolonged unemployment places on households.

The views expressed are personal
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Did Press Note 3 relaxations
help attract more FDI?

The Centre says that 29 FDI projects worth 34,895.65 cr. had been reported to it under the revised framework

T.C.A. Sharad Raghavan

The story so far
he Union government on
Friday said that India had
received foreign direct
investment (FDI) worth 34,895
over just the last few months, from
companies that have benefitted from
recent relaxations made to India’s FDI
rules.
The aim of the relaxations was
precisely to ease the flow of investments
that had earlier been locked out of India.

‘What was the earlier rule?

The Union government had issued Press
Note 3 in April 2020, in which it amended
India’s FDI policy. The existing rule at the
time stated that any entity of Bangladesh
and Pakistan could invest in India only
after securing Government approval.
Press Note 3 widened this stipulation to

include any country that shared a land
border with India. So, this included
Pakistan, China, Bangladesh, Nepal, and
Bhutan.

The popular perception is that the
government took this decision as a result
of border clashes between India and
China at Galwan.

However, Press Note 3 was issued in
April 2020, before those clashes took
place in May.

The reason the change was made was
to prevent hostile takeovers of companies
ailing due to the COVID-19 pandemic.
India and a few other countries had
noticed that, early on in the pandemic,
Chinese companies were buying up
majority stakes in companies in the
countries whose stock prices had
plummeted due to the pandemic. The FDI
restriction was aimed at curbing this.

While the origin of the rule was not
directly linked to the border clashes, its

extension over the years was certainly a
result of the frigid relationship between
India and China.

What was the relaxation?

In March 2026, the Centre eased the Press
Note 3 restrictions somewhat. It said that
FDI from entities would be allowed in
India through the automatic route,
without needing express government
approval, if these entities had less than
10% stake based in countries that share a
land border with India.

In other words, companies that had
minority and non-controlling stakes held
by these land-border countries could
invest in India through the easier route.

The government did this because it
said that a lot of investment into India had
been held up because even companies
that had tiny stakes owned by Chinese
entities faced stricter restrictions on their
investments into India.

® Press Note 3 — April 2020

® (Cancel — March 2026

“It is expected that the new guidelines
will provide clarity and ease of doing
business in India, and facilitate
investments which can contribute
towards greater FDI inflows, access to
new technologies, domestic value
addition, expansion of domestic firms and
integration with global supply chain,” the
government had said in March when it
eased the rules.

‘What has been the benefit?

The Ministry of Commerce and Industry
said on Friday that a total of 29 FDI
projects worth ¥4,895.65 crore had been
reported to it under its revised framework
up to August 10, 2026.

It added that these investments span a
range of sectors, including information
technology, artificial intelligence,
information and communication,
manufacturing, pharmaceuticals, data
centres and transport services, among
others.

Further, the investments have come
from several countries, including
Mauritius, the U.S., the Republic of Korea,
Japan, Singapore, Luxembourg, and the
Cayman Islands.

In relative terms, this investment
amount is not all that significant. For
instance, it amounts to less than 1% of the
total FDI India received in 2025-26. But it
is still early days, and for India and FDI,
every little bit helps.

THE GIST
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The Union government had
issued Press Note 3 in April
2020, stipulating that any
country sharing a land border
with India could invest in the
country only after securing
Government approval.

A4

In March 2026, the Centre
eased the Press Note 3
restrictions somewhat. It said
that FDI from entities would be
allowed in India through the
automatic route, without
needing express government
approval, if these entities had
less than 10% stake based in
countries that share a land
border with India.
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U.S. administration .
proposes $1.03 lakh
fee for H-1B visas
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Press Trust of India
WASHINGTON

The U.S. on Monday pro-
posed a $103,265 fee for all
H-1B visa cap-subject appli-
cations, including those
eligible for the advanced
degree exemption, the De-
partment of Homeland Se-
curity (DHS) said.

The new proposal came
a month after a federal ap-
peals court rejected a plea
to stay a district judge’s or-
der overturning the [Do-
nald] Trump administra-
tion plan to charge a
$1,00,000 fee for H-1B visa
applications.

“...DHS proposes to im-
plement the USD 103,265
amount as a separate, addi-
tional H-1B fee rather than
combining it with the exist-
ing H-1B petition fee,” the
notice said.

It said the fee would ap-
ply only to H-1B cap-sub-
ject petitions, including
those eligible for the ad-
vanced degree exemption,
but not to cap-exempt
filings.

The proposed fee is
specifically to recover the
interagency costs de-
scribed in this rule and
having a standalone fee is
intended to facilitate track-
ing, allocation, and report-
ing of the associated reve-
nue, the DHS said.

The U.S. Congress set
the current annual regular
cap for the H-1B category at
65,000, commonly known
as the “regular cap”. It also
set aside 20,000 additional
H-1B visas for workers who
hold a Master’s degree or
higher from a U.S. college,
commonly called the Mas-
ter’s cap.
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Trump’s Kim gambit deepens doubts
among Asian allies over U.S. reliability

US. moves in favour of North Korea and China raise concerns about erosion of US. deterrence against threats they pose; it scales down South Korea

drills, puts arms sales to Taiwan on hold; Japan fears hike in cost for hosting U.S. forces, and India is ‘very, very cautious’ about defence deals with US.

NEWS ANALYSIS

Reuters
TOKYO/TAIPEI/NEW DELHI

onald  Trump’s
I) olive branch to
North Korea’s Kim

Jong Un at the expense of a
long-standing ally comes at
a pivotal moment for U.S.
security ties in Asia, as
partners from Japan to In-
dia reassess how much
they can rely on Washing-
ton. The U.S. President’s
abrupt decision to cut back
military drills with South
Korea last week, which he
described as hostile to
Pyongyang, has reinforced
fears that Mr. Trump’s un-
predictability could strain
alliances that have long
maintained peace in the
region, government offi-
cials and security experts
said.

Japan worries it too
could find itself in Mr.
Trump’s cross-hairs as it
embarks on thorny securi-
ty negotiations; Taiwan is
warily watching an upcom-
ing summit between Mr.
Trump and Chinese Presi-
dent Xi Jinping; and India
is growing less certain of its
place in Washington’s stra-
tegic calculus.

“The decision will cer-
tainly fuel growing doubts
in the region about U.S. se-
curity commitments,” said
Jeremy Chan, a senior ana-
lyst with political risk con-
sultancy Eurasia Group
and former U.S. diplomat
in Japan and China. Adding
to the anxiety, the U.S. can-

celled another military ex-
ercise with South Korea
scheduled for next month,
Seoul said on Monday, af-
ter Washington cited con-
straints on U.S. forces due
to the Iran war.

Mr. Trump has been
frustrated by the failure of
U.S. allies to support the
war and made it clear that
many of them must spend
more on their own de-
fence, a White House offi-
cial said when asked about
such concerns. He is eager
to restart talks with North
Korea and secure a win on
the international stage to
counter his unpopular
conflict with Iran, accord-
ing to a person briefed on
discussions between U.S.
and South Korean officials.

‘Extremely troubling’
Mr. Trump’s push to meet
Mr. Kim — which has so far
drawn a frosty response
from Pyongyang — could
backfire and embolden nu-
clear-armed North Korea,
said Itsunori Onodera, an
influential Japanese law-
maker and former Defence
Minister. Such a prospect is
“extremely troubling” for
Tokyo, he said on a Fuji TV
news programme last
Thursday. Despite Mr.
Trump’s overtures, Pyon-
gyang fired a volley of bal-
listic missiles off its east
coast earlier that day, trig-
gering alerts in neighbour-
ing South Korea and Japan.
What worries Japanese
officials more is M
Trump’s approach as To-
kyo embarks on talks with
Washington over how

file photo of U.S. President Donald Trump with North Korean leader Kim Jong Un
at the demilitarised zone in Panmunjom separating the two Koreas in June 2019. REUTERS

much it should pay to-
wards the cost of hosting
U.S. forces, America’s lar-
gest overseas deployment.

Japan is bracing for the
possibility that Mr. Trump
could, with little warning,
demand a sharp hike that
would be politically diffi-
cult to swallow, said a se-
nior Japanese government
official, requesting ano-
nymity due to the sensitivi-
ty of the matter.

Mr. Trump could also
wield upcoming U.S. mili-
tary exercises with Japan in
October as leverage, ana-
lysts say.

The drills, known as
Keen Sword, may already
be smaller than their 2024
iteration because of the di-
version of U.S. assets and
personnel to the conflict
with Iran. That shift -
which recently saw Ameri-
ca’s only forward-deployed

aircraft carrier in Asia, the
USS George Washington,
depart for West Asia to re-
lieve the beleaguered USS
Abraham Lincoln - has
stirred concern that U.S.
deterrence against China is
being eroded.

During a visit to Asia this
month, Pentagon policy
chief Elbridge Colby said
working with allies to en-
sure combat readiness
along the so-called first is-
land chain that runs from
Japan through the Philip-
pines is a priority for
‘Washington.

Nowhere are concerns
about China’s growing mil-
itary pressure more acute
than in Taiwan, the demo-
cratically governed island
claimed by Beijing.

Mr. Trump has held up
approval of a $14 billion
package of arms sales to
Taipei in order to maintain

@

A

warm relations and a fra-
gile trade truce with Chi-
na’s Xi.

As Mr. Trump prepares
for his latest round of sum-
mitry with Mr. Xi in Wash-
ington next month, offi-
cials in Taipei say they
expect Washington will at
the very least carve up the
arms sales into smaller
chunks to try and avoid up-
setting Beijing too much.

Domingo Yang of the
Taiwan Defence Ministry’s
think tank, the Institute for
National Defence and Se-
curity Research, says there
is a distinction between
Mr. Trump’s rhetoric and
actual U.S. behaviour, not-
ing U.S. intelligence shar-
ing, training and patrols
with Taiwan remain sub-
stantial. A U.S. Navy air-
craft transited the Taiwan
Strait on Friday in a move
the United States de-

scribed as demonstrating
its “commitment to a free
and open Indo-Pacific.”

India ‘cautious’

Mr. Trump’s latest actions
have also rocked confi-
dence in India, where the
U.S. risks squandering
years of efforts to draw
New Delhi closer as a coun-
terweight to Russia and
China, security analysts
say. It also comes after the
Pentagon’s decision in June
to rename its Asia military
headquarters to Pacific
Command from Indo-Pac-
ific Command, a move
some analysts say is a sign
India is no longer as stra-
tegically important to
Washington.

The Pentagon denied
any such shift. But Mr.
Trump’s steep tariffs on In-
dian exports and repeated
claims that he had mediat-
ed an India-Pakistan cease-
fire had already exasperat-
ed New Delhi. Officials
there are now “very, very
cautious” about commit-
ting to long-term defence
deals with Washington, ac-
cording to two Indian
sources with knowledge of
the matter.

“The latest decision on-
ly reinforces President
Trump’s transactional
view of foreign affairs and
serves as a reminder that
differences over specific
policies, even among al-
lies, can carry costs for the
broader bilateral relation-
ship,” said Pearl Pandya,
analyst at Armed Conflict
Location & Event Data, a
conflict monitoring group.
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