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Centre frames rules to standardise
recruitment to various tribunal posts.- *

Press Trust of India
NEW DELHI

The government has come
out with rules for the Na-
tional Tribunals Commis-
sion which seek to standar-
dise recruitment and
eligibility for various tribu-
nal posts; establish a for-
mal inquiry mechanism for
misconduct complaints;
and to prescribe service
conditions and remunera-
tion.

Issued on September 30
and published on Thurs-
day by the Union Law Mi-
nistry, the rules will enable
the newly-created National
Tribunals Commission to
appoint chairpersons and
members to 16 tribunals
and appellate bodies.

According to the Nation-
al Tribunals Commission
and Qualification, Selec-
tion and Conditions of Ser-

The rules will enable
the National Tribunals
Commission to

appoint chairpersons
and members to 16

tribunals and
appellate bodies

vice of Chairperson and
Members of Tribunals
Rules, 2026, a commission
chairperson will get 2.5
lakh per month and com-
mission members ¥2.25
lakh a month. A similar pay
is applicable to tribunal
chairpersons and mem-
bers. There is a provision
for specified exceptions.
The rules stipulate that
the process to fill vacancies
in tribunals is to be initiat-
ed at least six months be-
fore they arise. Search-
cum-selection committees
will assess candidates

through expert evaluation,
personal interaction and,
where applicable, writing
exercises.

The National Tribunals
Commission was set up fol-
lowing the passage of the
Tribunals Reforms Bill by
Parliament in August. The
Bill was brought following
a Supreme Court direction.

Ensuring independence
The key aim of the com-
mission is to improve effi-
ciency and ensure inde-
pendence, transparency
and uniformity in the qual-
ification and appointment
of chairpersons and mem-
bers to various tribunals.
To be headquartered in
Delhi, the proposed com-
mission will consist of a
chairperson and four
members, of whom two
will be judicial members
and two technical mem-

bers. A retired Supreme
Court judge or a retired
Chief Justice of a High
Court will be qualified to
head the proposed panel.

The Supreme Court had
recently struck down cer-
tain provisions of the Tri-
bunals Reforms Act, 2021,
on the grounds that they
were contrary to the prin-
ciples of separation of pow-
ers and judicial indepen-
dence and not i
consonance with the ear{
lier judicial pronounce-
ments that have clarified
the standards governing
the appointment, tenure
and functioning of chair-
persons and members of
tribunals.

The court had also di-
rected for the establish-
ment of the National Tribu-
nals Commission which is
independent and has pro-
fessional expertise.
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Reserve regains its stripes with release of tigress

Shiv Sahay Singh
KOLKATA

A three-year-old tigress,
TI38, was released into the
Buxa Tiger Reserve in West

w-. marking
the beginning of a phased

programme to reintroduce
tigers and establish a via-
ble, self-sustaining popula-
tion in the reserve.

The tigress was ti¥fnslo:

cated from Bihar's Valmiki
Wn and refeased

in the presence of Union
Environment Minister
Bhupender Yadav and
West Bengal Chiel Minister
Suvendu Adhikari.

Mr. Adhikari said three
more tigers would be re-
leased in Buxa in the next
two months, and the initia-

tive would not only help in
conservation of wildlife
but also in boosting tou-
rism in the region.

Buxa was declared a Tig-
er Reserve | Over
the decades, however,
habitat degradation and
fragmentation, changes in
land use and decline in
prey availability have af-
fected the ecological con-
ditions required to sustain
a resident tiger popula-
tion,” a press statement by
the PIB said.

Sustained effort

According to the state
ment, the recovery of Buxa
has been a sustained,
science-based effort and
the JgEL Augmentation

and Beogugry Project, in-

T

mMarking the be,

itiated by the Government
of West Bengal with sup-
port from the National Tig-
er Conservation Authority
(NTCA) and the Wj

Wdia (WII), has
been imp wl.collab-
oratively sin

Senior forest  ofhcials

of a phased progr

said that TI38 would be
subject to intensive post-
release monitoring using a
combination of telemetry,
camera trapping and feld-
based monitoring to assess
her movement, adapta-
tion, health and behaviour.

“The programme is not

7

NTedA Wi

merely about bringing tig-
ers back to Buxa. Its objec-
tive is to create the condi-
tions in which a tiger
population can establish,
breed and ultimately be-
come viable and self-sus-
taining,” the Union Envi-
ronment Ministry said.

The restoration of tigers
in Buxa Tiger Reserve will
augment tiger presence in
north Bengal, which has
significant ecological lin-
kages with the forests of
Assam and Bhutan and
provides opportunities for
movement and dispersal of
wildlife across a larger con-
nected landscape, the
staternent said.

West Bengal also has a
resident tiger population
in the Sundarbans,
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Vijaita Singh
NEW DELHI

mid continuing vio-
Alcncr between the
Naga and Kuki

groups in Manipur, the Un-
won Home Ministry is yet to
extend the Suspension of
Operations (So0) pact with
the Kuki-Zo insurgent
groups, a month after the
one-year agreement  ex-
pired,

On September 4, 2025,
the Home Ministry, the Ma-
nipur government, and the
Kuki-Zo groups had signed
the SoO pact on “re-nego-
tiated terms and condi-
tons or ground rules.” af-
ter the Manipur
government in February
2024 redused to extend the
agreement, in force since
2008, in the wake of the
viodence that erupted bet-
ween the Meitel and Kuki-
Zo people on May 3, 2023,

Pact in abevance

Government sources tokd
The Hindu that the pact is
in abeyance till all wea-
pons are surrendered by
the Kuki-Zo groups. The
presence of a large number
of weapons with civilians is
one of the prime drivers of
violence and killings in the
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Centre yet to extend So0
pact with Kuki-Zo groups

» kept in abevance till Kuki-Zo groups surrender all weapons,
s have sought its abrogation; Shah set to visit Manipur next week

Weapens seizure: Arms and ammunition recovered during 2

secunty forces aperation in imphal in June 2025, AN

northeastern State, a go-
vernment official said. Mei-
tei and Naga civil society
groups, including Deputy
Chief Minister Losil Dikho,
have demanded the abro
gation of the SoO pact.

Due to Naga-Kuki ethnic
tensions, more than 40 pe-
ople have been killed in
Ukhrul, Kangpokpi, and
Kamjong districts since Fe-
bruary 7, three days after
Presidents Rule was re
voked in the State

A member of the Kuki-
Zo So0 group said the one-
year agreement expired on
September 4, but they
were yet to hear anything
from the Ministry or Ajl
Lal, Ministry's Adviser,
Northeast, and the inter-
locutor lor peace talks.

“The last meeting the SoO
groups had with the inter-
locutor was on April 30, He
had said that he will meet
us every quarter. There has
been so much violence in
the State since February
and he has not visited the
affected areas even once,”
the SoO member said.

The member claimed
that security forces con-
duct regular inspections of
S00 camps and all wea
pons are accounted for.
“Not extending the So0
pact does not mean it has
been abrogated,” the SoO
member said,

During Union Home Se
cretary Govind Mohan's re-
view of the security situa-
tion in the State on
September 30, a senior go-

vernment official said tha
it was decided to send 30
more companies of the
CRPF (around 3,000 per-
sonnel) and two battalions
of CoBRA (around 2,000
personnel) for deployment
in the State.

Union Home Minister
Amit Shah is expected to
visit Senapati, a Naga-dom-
inated district in Manipur,
on October 7. This will be
his second visit to the State
since the 2023 violence. He
had visited Imphal in 2024
to address a rally ahead of
the Lok Sabha elections.

History of the pact

The tripartite pact was
signed in 2008 by the Unit
ed Peoples” Front and the
Kuki National Organisa-
tion, - a coalition of 24 in-
surgent groups - the Home
Ministry, and the Manipur
government following the
Kuki-Naga clashes In the
1990s that killed hundreds,
The insurgent groups de-
manded an independem
land for the Kuki-Zo peo-
ple. The pact has been ex-
tended periodically since
2008, After clashes erupt-
ed In 2023, there were
strong demands from the
valley areas to abrogate the
S0 agreement.

to ge( 10 lakh eac
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The Hindu Bureau
GUWAHATI

The Manipur Cabinet has
approved a one-time hnan-
cial assistance of ¥10 lakh
each for the kin of the 49
people missing since the
ethnic conflict erupted in
the State on May 3, 2023,

Manipur's Home Minis
ter Konthoujam Govindas
told the 60-member House
in September that the con
flicts -~ first between the
Kuki-Zo and Meitei comr
munities and then bet
ween the Kukis and Nagas
- claimed 306 lives and
displaced more than
60,000 people.

“The Cabinet approved
a Home Department pro-
posal for the one-time as-
sistance of 110 lakh each
for the survivors of the 49
MSSING Persons as a spe-
cial humanitarian mea-
sure,” Manipur Govern-
ment  spokesperson  and
MLA Sapam Ranjan Singh
told journalists on October
1, after the end of the Cabi
net meeting chaired by
Chief Minister Yunman
Khemchand Singh. The
spokesperson said the 49
people  remain | missing
despite search efforts,

“The decision takes into
account the difficulties
faced by families of missing

persons, particularly be-

The ethnic conflict in
the State claimed
306 lives and

60,000 people

cause existing legal and
procedural requirements
make it difficult for them to
access compensation avail-
able 1o families of those of-
ficially declared dead,” he
sadd. The law says a mis-
sing person is presumed
dead omly after seven
years. Families of such pe-
ople do not possess death
certificates and autopsy re-
ports required under the
applicable Central assis-
tance scheme.

“The families of the mis-
sing people have been go
ing through hardships si-
mikar to those faced by the
kin of people killed during
the conflict. This was the
reason why the govern
ment considered their case
for the one-time assis-
tance,” the spokesperson
said.

Among other decisions,
the Cabinet also approved
an increase in ex-gratia as-
sistance for Army and Cen-
tral Armed Police Forces
personnel killed or injured
due 10 extremist violence
while operating in
Manipuar.
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Plea in Supreme Court dubs six-stanza Vand
Mataram as a ‘divisive religious war song’

s s
NEW DELHI

A petition in the Supreme
Court has termed the six-
stanza Vande Mataram a
“divisive religious war
song”, and said that go-
vernment orders imposing
4 "sectanan praver to par-
ticular goddesses of one
particular religion as the
National Song” wviolkates
fundamental rights of reli-
gon; attracts criminal law;
and, basically, converts the
Indian polity from a “secu-
lar  republic”
“theocracy™,
The plea filed by B.D,
Borkar, a Phule-Ambedka-
rite and a member of the
Scheduled Caspe” Buddhist
communitwet Maharash-
tra, represemted by jurist
and advocate Mohan Go-
pal, said that a State com:-
pulsion expressed through
WO successive  govern-
ment orders on January 28
and July 9 would lead to

A tableau by the Minsstry of Culture showing the verses of Wande
Matarom during the Republc Day Parade on January 26, 2026, ANl

(o "!I——'ITII‘ “unstated bat undenia-

ble consequence of irrever-
sibly deepening communal
division and conflict in In-
dia by outraging the reli-
@ous and spiritual feelings
ol minority redigions”.

Mr. Borkar argued that
the six-stanza version in-
troduced by Bankim Chan-
dra Chatterjee in his novel
Anandamath would pro-
mote enmity and conflict
between different com-

munities by advancing the
supremacy of a dominamt
community, The fabric of
unity would be mutilated
forever, he said,

The plea sakd that for 79
years the Union and State
governments, public insti-
tutions and other groups
had peacefully plaved and
sung the “non-Ananda-
math” two-stanza Vande
Mataram authored by
Chatterjee in the early

I870s. “This non-theistic
song lauds the natural
beauty of Mother Earth,
describing the nation as a
landscape and pays tribute
to a non-deified mother-
land. The song was treated
in this period as the Na-
tional Song even though
not officially declared so,”
the petition said.

Song versus novel

“The novel Anandamath
was written by Bankim
Chandra Chatterjee after
he had composed the two-
stanza standalone version
of Vande Mataram, 1t was
first published in 1881,
Anandamath presents an
idea of India entirely diffe-
rent from that found in the
two-stanza standalone
song... Anandamath is a
novel in which Hindu as-
cetics wage a holy religious
war against Muslims who
are violently killed and
destroved as a people...
The centrepiece of Anan-

damath is a six-stanza war
song in which the Hind
combatants pray to G«
desses Durga, Saraswi
and Lakshmi as well as t
country as a goddess fo
victory over Muslims,” the
petition said.

The petition sought the
COUTt to intervene to quash
the two orders, and stop
any manner of compelling
citizens, particularly
schoolchildren, from sing-
ing or plaving the six-stan-
za Vande Mataram. It sald
the court could direct that
the two-stanza, standalone
version of Vande Mataram
alone be recognised, treat-
ed, performed and sung as
the National Song.

On September 22, the
top court had orally ob-
served that a democratical-
ly-elected government can-
not compel conscientious
objectors to sing or play
one or all the stanzas of
Vande Mataram under the
threat of penal action.




UCC Bill passed by
Gujarat House gets
President’s assent

Press Trust of India
AHMEDABAD

The Gujarat Uniform Civil
Code (UCC) Bill, 2026, has
received the assent of Pre-
sident Droupadi Murmu,
paving the way for its im-
plementation, a notifica-
tion published in the Guja-
rat government gazette has
informed.

The Act will come into
force on a date to be decid-
ed by the State government
through a notification in
the gazette.

The legislation, passed
by the Assembly in March
24 after a debate lasting
more than seven hours,
was published in the ex-
traordinary gazette dated
October 1. The notification
said the Act received the
President’s assent on Sep-
tember 17.

The Act seeks to “govern
and regulate the laws relat-
ing to marriage and di-
vorce, succession, live-in
relationship and matters
related thereto” and ex-
tends to the whole of Guja-
rat, also applying to resi-
dents of Gujarat living
outside the State.

Excludes STs

The Act, however, specifi-
cally excludes members of
Scheduled Tribes covered
under Article 342 of the
Constitution and persons
or groups whose custom-
ary rights are protected un-
der Part XXI of the
Constitution.

The legislation, which
provides a common frame-
work for marriage, divorce
and succession, besides
regulating live-in relation-
ships, prohibits bigamy.




C
o\

[ R}

A Court divided by its own architecture

n September 23, a two-gadge Bench of

the Supreme Cournt ol India,

comprising Justices Dipankar Datta

and Satish Chaexdra Sharms, delivered
a split verdict on a set of petitions whach assailed
the validity of the Chiel Elecron Commissiones
and other Election Commissioners
(Appoinement, Conditions of Service and Term of
Office) Act, 2023, Remarkably, the judges were
divided not on the merits of the challenge, but on
whether a Bench of two wis competent 1o decide
the matter at all.

Suhrith
Parthasarathy

Advocate practisng
in the Madeas
Hgh Coun

An appointment framework

The stanuse, which was enacsed In December
2023, prowviches that the Chief Election
Commissioner and the Election Commussioners
shall be appainted on the recommendation of 4
selection committee comprising the Prame
Mindster, the Leader of the Opposition in the Lok
Sabda, and 2 Unlon Cabinet Minister nosninated
by the Prime Minister. This law replaced an
interim arrangement that a Constrution Bench of
five judges had put in place In Amcop Barawwal »s
Urmion of fedia (2023), Undler that arrangement,
the Chief Justice of India (CI1) sa as the third
bt in place of & Minister

Midway theough the hearings in the matter,
which began in May, the Unbon government
charged tack and argued thae the case raised a
substantial question of law as o the
interpretation of the Constetution. it therefore
cliimed that the challenge, in terms of Article
HSC, ought 1o be beard by & Bench of ot beast
five judges. Curiously, this plea was made even
though it found no place in the Usson's
counter-athdaae.

Whiie Justioe Diatta rejecied the request, Justice
Sharma accepted it. Ordinarily, a difference of
opieion on a Bench of two i resalved by & Bench
of three. But reasoning thae a ruling on which of
thedr opinions was cormect would ondy delay
matters further, both judges Iy placed the
papers before the CJI asking o consider
comstituting a Constitution Bench. The upshot is
this: the petitioners, who came 1o court in early
2004, must now wail again,

As Justice Detta rightly held, Article M5(3)
merely prescribes that a case involving a
substantial question of consteutional
Interpeetation ought 10 be decided by a Bench
comprising a minimum of five judges. It does not
ask whether a case is mportant o whether a
statume uncher challemyge is new, As Far back a5 in
1955, In Stare of oy and Kasholr vs Thakar
Ganga Sirggh, the Court explained, albel in a

The Court
needs structural
reform wo

different context, what a question of 'f‘mmh*“ .
comstitutional interpretation emtasls. “The constitutional
question of interpretation can arise only if two or | adjudication

more possibile corstructions are sought 1o be and comsistency

placed an a provision - one party suggesting one
construction and the ogher a diferent one,” the
Court had held. “But where the parties agree on
the troe interpretation of & provision or do o
raise 2y question in respect thereol, it is not
possible 5o hokd thae the case Involves amy
Queestion of law as 10 the imerpretation of the
Constitution.” A Bench of three packaes kiter
applied the same reasoming to Artide SO itself,
in People’s Limion for Civl Laberties vs Uniom of
e (200013),

A deeper institutional fault

Whast, then, &d Ancop Baraawal seetle? hstices
Datta and Sharma agreed that the comnmittee the
judgment had created was a stopgap, meant to
last only usell Parllament enacted a kiw. To that
externt, the Usiiom may well be right in ciaiming
that the CJI's phce on the commuittes is by no
means constirutionally entrenchwed. Ban the
Constitation Bench also read Artichke 324 w0
require that appointmenes to the Election
Commission be insakated from exclusive
exeoumive control. This was a dear declaration of
larw, binching on every court under Articke 141 As
Jusstice Datta held, whether a comenittee in which
the exacutive holds two votes out of three meets
thar standard &s merely a question of applying thes
settied rube 1o & new stanue.

Justice Sharma's opingon adopted a different
test. He heldd that since “there is no authoritative
decsion of this Court till date pronouncing upon
the comstinusional validity of the |2023] Act, the
meatter must be heard by & Constitution Bench of
mot bess than five Judges.” But almoss any
challenge 10 a fresh statute woukl, in this sense,
be the frst of its kind. On such logic, Benches of
two judges could not Bave decided Shreye Singhal
vx Undom of India C2O15), which struck down
Section 66A of the Information Technology Act o
NALSA v Umbor of India (2014), which atfirmed
the right of trassgender persons 1o their
selfademtified gender. Each called for a searching
anadysis of the Constitution and s guaransees.

Uitimanedy, though, a disagreement of this kind
podngs 30 4 deeper L in the Comrt's
architecture

When the Cournt first sat, In January 1950, it
had six judges (a sanctioned strengeh of eight
Judges). Articke 145(3), with &s munimum of five,
assumed thae the Court would, I the maln, sh
toggether to interpret the Constitution. Today the
Court has a sanctioned stresgrh of 38 judges, It
functions Ergely in panels of two and spends
most of its time on special leave petitions. A
Constingtion Bench is sssembled anly when the
CJI can spare at least five judges from this dadly
churn. The result, as the scholar Nick Robinson
s argued, is not ome court but masry, with each
Berch speaking in its own voke,

SC

To be fair, the joint order signed by Justices
Dagta and Shanma recognises as much. Anoop
Baramal arose out of a petition instituted in
2005, was referred 1o 4 Constitation Bench in
2088, and was decided im 2023 The reference in
Seate of Urtar Pradesh v jal Bir Singh, 1o decide
whaat connts &= an “industry®, Ly dormant for 1S
years from 2002, and took nine more 10 reach the
nine-judge Bench thae finally decided it. The
judges themselves describe such delay as a source
of “irstitutional embarrssment.”

The meed for clearer rules

Dekay of this kind carries with it & corrosive
comsequence: It presenes the Court wich a falr
ooyl Take the present challenge. By the tame
it is deckded, Commessioners appomted under
the law would have overseen multiple State
elections and likely multiple general elections
oo, [ their joim order, the judges ask the ClI o
explore a permanent Constitution Bench 1o
decide pure questions of constinutional law. The
idea is far from new. The Law Commission, in its
225ch report in 2008, proposed a Constitugion
Bench seting im Delhi, with Benches in different
regions of the country hearing ordinary appeals.

A Bench of that fem would need no
comstitucional amendment. The (J1, as the Master
of the Roster, can crese one tomorrow. But
therem les another dificulty. On a court of 28
judges, the power 10 decide who sits on which
Bench & more than an administrative power. It
can, and alten does, shape aancomes. We mighe
therefore ask ourselves whether such authority
ought 1o be concentrated i a single office. For a
permanemt Bench to command confidence, it
must be composed through a procedure that
transparent, setthed in achance, and based on
bright-line naes.

There is, however, & luether Slculty. India’s
legal system is baik on a supposed commicment
1o the principle of stare deckils, a promise 1o stand
by things previousdy decided. Yet, there is litthe 10
sugzest that the Court’s Benches, whasever thelr
size, will consistently honour wisat earfier
Benches have held. The presens case shows is
much, A Bench of two, albeit Gvided, has
dedined 10 apply a principle settied by a Bench of
five, anxd has sent the case 1o a Constingion
Bench smnply because the statuse under
challenge & new.

The Court, in its original conception, was seen
5 8 guardian of the Comstitucion thae would also
hear appeals. Over time, though, it has become »
forum that sits predominantly as a court of
appeal rather than & & constinational court, This
inversion demands urgent correction. Otherwise,
the gravest questions facing the republic will
cotinue o be answered anly once the answers
hanve ceasex] 1o muatter,




"A Court divided by its own architecture"

T fawd; ruHt &t weed | fawiea ue sererd S\b\

¢ 23%33{'3?\'[%%dvddqW(SupremeCouﬁ)ﬁﬁWﬁﬁQﬁﬁ@Bﬁm?ﬁwaﬂTﬁ?m L/\O'—’)
H?ﬁmaamf)%g@zrmaq?s(cm)aﬁtm aﬁﬁaﬁsﬁa%mmmaﬁtm
AT T (feh, e wrd 3T ST ?ﬁéumﬁaﬂ?ﬁ%ﬁmﬁﬁmmraﬁm@
feraTiSra WeeT (Split Verdict) ETI

* FEIHAFTATILR F [ 3T HerwE ATf=reRt o 10T AT @feat o e o, sfeen 39 ard 9T o {6 el \q‘(\
mﬁsﬁﬁﬁawmmmaﬁﬁ%mm%m ' ' @ . /
l.ﬁgﬁswmmn Appointment Framework) ‘F"“Tf") ‘
. mzozsmwzmmg@www AT, o B fae
AT 3 ga=Es g 1T U A FHfeme et i @rﬁmﬁmwﬁaﬁ%l
* AT SATEAT T AGATH: 39 FHA A TN 2023 % 379 AT F477 R 5 HHA H 5- EIRY
i 70T A 61 7 e T F A f mmw%mmm%@r{

wfufe =1 e qee SHET T o d%
* g TYRT HT UL AT & oftel § T 7 [l o 7w wrwen o it samen @ syer va nacaf

(Substantial question) 33TdT 2, 38feTT ¥ ded 39 FH 9 A S =t i S g g S
=feq]



Hgcaqul T2

mﬁvﬁwzﬁaﬁm

o ATEH gAT: I R I WA I @IS L &2 32 e fof 1=ee 145(3) Fad aa
AN BT & 59 TTaHT i U § 3ATee aread 6vd &l

*_-A%eH YHT: IR QTR & qoh 3l TR (61 3T AHT {3 70 srferfam i gaenfes duan
R 37t qe =ATTer 1 g ifa foia 7€ st 2, gafere @ s-=mardien i dis & & g

LR

o UiCUTTH: ST =TI 9 Wﬂ@@?ﬂ I fea & anfer 9 w@iaam dis (Constitution Bench) £

T34 9T fo=am & g4

2. @WW@T’HE}N (A Deeper Institutional Fault)

* 1950 TATH FAH RFrfa: S 1950 H Hatwe =T 3 €191 g% o, 99 3690 A 6 =i o
(Eiehd EEAT 8) 3R o qd ®Y € Hiawr sl ATt i % fofg Ush |19 a3d 9| 31 Wighd 9t
38 B SR =TT T Hfershier wH foeiy srafa arfaerraA (SLPs) 3R SAdiei 1 g4 | sfiad 2|

T 01 ohl HT: 379 d@iaym 113 a

at sdT & e CJ1 29k amet & 5 =i & awy

2 urd 21 ferg e ferem o 18w, aftormd 7 2 o 7' U vt sfererd 48 @, afcen Ae-3em
131 1 U THE & 715 & Sl THT-3TeT STaTsi| H a1d Fdl



Hgcaqul a2

3. TqF =Wt i STavaeRar (The Need for Clearer Rules)

fél'Fi'Ela?TSNTa(Fait Accompli): ﬁﬁmﬂ?ﬁﬁ%ﬁéﬁwﬁﬁpﬁmaﬁ%%ﬁaﬁﬁ
ST ATHHTHA 81 ST 8| el dh 36 ATel T ST HEe HTW, 96 de 36 70 FHA
ded I AT 8 TsT Taam=asT =H1e 3R @vad: A IH1E Wi 0 =6 8l

TTt wteraT dia: fafer s (2294 fate, 2009) 3 gzma fear or o feeft 4 v
Tt dfereams dia gt =ty

maﬁWEﬁW(Master of the Roster): CJI % T I qF T shl TIE (e 91 2
o =19 O 9191 TohT <79 | SIS AT i AT §491C W@ o T g 1feeer fohdt s ug
Y Fhisd 89 o TSI IR 31 Yeot ¥ 9 {391 & 3R W ge=nferd gFT =iy




a2yq

India’s Model BIT — a decade later; amzhanges

ndia’s efloet 1o revise s |
C(BIT) comes nearly a
as approved

Ariendly. The review
comes as both India's tréarepractios and the
mermational nvestment regime are changing
The guestion, therefore, i not simply whether
India shouk] offer mvestors more o less
protection. It is about whsat India has learnt from
the past decade and how thase kessons shoukd
shape its new model.

Jvoti Singh

Advocane based in
Dedhw and has been
8 begal comultant to
the Department of
Economic Afairs,
Government of India

A cautious framework

India’s 2005 Model BIT emerged from a particular
historical context. The White Industries Australia
Limitexd vx Repuablic of Indha sward (2011) and
broader concerns over investor-state arbatration
contributed to a cautions approach. The model
adopted a narrower definition of investment,
carefully framed substantive protections,
regubitory exceptions and a requirement 1o
exhaust all judicial and administrative remedies
for at least five years before commencing treaty
arbitration.

India’s position has since evolved. It has
conchuded new-generation investment
agreements with the United Arab Emirates (UAE),
Uzbekistan and Israel, The India UAE BIT
provides for a three-year period for pursusng
local remedies rather than the five vear period
under the 2015 Model. The India-ksrasd Bilateral
Investment Agreement (BIA), which entered into
force in July 2006, similarly provides for a
three-year period for pursuing local remedies.
These agreements indicase greater Sexibility in
India’s treaty practice since 2015,

A Madel BIT & generally not a rigid template
but a starting point for negotiations. It signals to
potential treaty partners the protections and
obligations a state seeks, while allowing

India must draw
lessons from a

mdvidual treanes to reflect the circumstances ‘k‘“"‘k‘ of
and priorities of the parties. Investment
The new moded shoukd therefore provide a treany

clear framework for India’s future treaty eaperience

negotiations, while deaving sulhicient room for
necessary adjustments in indvidual agreements.
It is here that the coneributions of Makane Moise
Mberggue are rebevant. His scholarship teaches
that a developing state nesd not always be a
rule-taker under international inmvestment kaw,
but can also be a rule-shaper through its treaty
practice. India’s revamp of its Moded BIT offers a
similar opportunity.

The international context has also changed.
The United Nations Trade and Development
(UNCTAD) points to a shift toward investment
facilitation, cooperation, sustainalble
development and more Garefully defined investor
protections, with less reliance on traditional
mvestor-state dspute setthement (ISDS). The
Unitexdd Nations Commission on International
Trade Law (UNCITRAL) B examining reforms 1o
the ISDS, including a permanent tribunal and
appellate mechanism, damages and
compensation, and dispute prevention. India's
revised Model BIT must therefore respond to a
changing investment regime, not merely revisit
the 2015 Model.

What a new model must factor in

The new model must consider whether 1 inchade
the Most Favoured Nation (MFN) provision. In
most investment treaties entered into by India,
the MFN provision Is absent, reducing the
possibility for an investor to claim better
protection under other treaties. However, if the
new model includes this provision, it should be
very clear about its scope. In Emilio Agustin
Maffezing vs Kingdom of Spain, an MFN dause was
used to bypass an 18-month local-court
requirement by relying on more Gvourable
dispute-settlement provissons in another treaty.
Plama Consortium Limired vs Republic of Bulgaria
rejected the importation of such provisions in the
absence of a clear treaty provision. Recent treaty
drafting also provides examples of expressly
excluding dispute-settlement procedures from
the scope of MFN clauses. The scope of the MFN
provision should therefore be defined,
particularly in refation to dispute settlement,

Investor obligations are another aspect of
recent Indian practice that can help set a
foundation for the pew model. Under the
Indlia-Uzbekistan BIT, a state s expressly
permitted 1o assert a counterclaim against an
vestor of investment. The new model can take
a cue from this practice and Ly down investor
obligations and the circumstances in which
counterclaims can be asserted.

The provision on dispute setthement also calls
for reassessment. The fve-year requirement to
exhaust all judicial and administrative remedies
under the 2005 Model could be assessed mgainst
the practices adopted by India since then. The
three-year period for pursuing local remedies
used in the Indi-UAE and India-lsrael investment
agreements shows greater flexibality in India’s
approach. The Model BT may also provide for
more effective consultation and
dispute-prevention procedures prior to
arbitration, which are being discussed at
UNCITRAL Working Group 11,

Need for precision, clarity
The substantive prosections should be equally
precse. Clarity of language concerning
expropriation and fair and equitable treatment
(FET) could bhedp avoid comfusion in
imterpretation while safeguarding the right of the
state to regudate for the public good, Sustamable
development and responsible inmvestment must
not be left as policy declarations. Where Inda
wishes to impase obligations on investors, those
obligations should be expressed in clear legal
terms. The changes need not make the new
model unformly more Bvourable either to
vestons or to states. The alm should be a moded
that is clearer, more workable and better suited to
India’s pasinion today, while allowing room for
necessary adiustments in ndividual treaties.
With the revised model now reportedly
finalised and awalting Cabinet approval, the key
question will be whether its final text adecquately
reflects the lessons of Indla’s treaty experience
over the past decade while providing a coherent
framework for future negotiations.
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‘India has no excess capacity, " A YouTube Homework

bans forced-labour imports’

Mr. Goval's remarks come even as USTR levied 105% Torced labour” tanfl on India imporets and is in

the process of investigating country for structural excess capacity, which may result

T.CA. Sharad Raghavan
NEW DELHI

aommerce  Minster
Pivush Goyal 1okl
the G20 Trade M

nisters meet In the US. In
dia did not have structural
eA0ess Capacity in sectors
entiied v Washingion
and it had taken steps to
ban import of goods
Using [ bk
This comes at
when the US. had a
bevied a 10% aril
for ot doing e
stop  Impores of

gm 15
made using forced hbour,
and 8 pow probing ® and
ather countres for stnacty
ral excess capacity which
could Imviee more tarfs.

On both Issaes, Mr,
Goval sald steps must not
be unilateral and be com-
pliant with Work] Trade
Organgzation (WTO) rubes

*‘Shn Piyush Goyal par-
ticipatexd in the conduding
day of the G20 Trade Mi-
nisters” Meeting (n MiSwan
kee and spoke In sessions
on stroctural excess capuac-
iy and production, updae-
ing the Most-Favoured-Na
tiom principle, ending
forced Labour i global sup
ply chains and the closing
session,” the Commerce
Ministry said in a redease

The G20 Presidency s
held by the LS. for 2006,

On forced abour

The Othoe of the LS. Trade
Representative (USTR) had
in July levied additional 1a-
rils on 60 coumries, in-
cluding India, as a resulr of

Trade tanghe: Coyal du

"'\ e rtalrsM

its probe imto whether the
countries  had  done
enough to ssop the iImpoet
of goods made wsing
forced labour.

Taritt an smpars from
Inclia was set at 1%,

Om ending forced habour
in obsl supply chains, Mr
Goval said Inlia™s comumit-

ment to the elmination of

forced Ribour & “absolute
and unconditional™

“He nosed Article 23 o
the Constitutson prohibics
forved labour as a2 fundas
memtal g, enforceable
by the Supreme Court,” it
added. “He said India rati-
hed Tmernacional Labosr
Organizanion (LOY Con
venoions 29 and M5 and, n
July, amended Foreign
Trade Policy 1w prohibde
import of goods produced
using forved ibour”

‘No undlateral actlons’

He said steps at the border
must be based on “specific
and  werifable  evidence
rather than presuamptions

Nf 4 mesting with Unbed St

JAMMESOn Creer, M

% Trande

about entire countres, re-
o or sectors” and muss
respect due process and
WTO rules, adding ILO re
mains the competent, un-
versal and tripartie body
for abour standlards
“India supports the ob-
pctive  of elminating
forced Bbour and volun-
tary exchange of good
practices  among G20
members, provided such
coaperation does ot I
vahve mondtorng of mem
bers, create pew  obligs-
Hons  of fesult m
information beang used as
a2 basis for undlateral trade
Actom,” Mr. Goyal sald

No excess capacity
The USTR is also in the
provess of probing 60
countres structural excess
capacity and production
and if this was hurting the
LS. economy. This could
result n addional tarifs
on imports from Ticlia

On structural exoess ca-
pachty and output, he Mr,

mrc .mﬂs

i India ‘'was thc {aste
roming lange econamy n
the warkd, with an ecomno-
my driven by local demand
and is bullding manufac
taring value chains “from
design o finkshed goods™.

“He sald India’s manu
[acturing capacity serves
s domestc and gobal
needs and that, in the sec
tors identiSed by the G20
Presidency, India does not
have structural excess ca
pacity,” the release said.

Mr. Goval said  Indis
shares the concerns of ma-
ny G20 members thae
trade-distorting support n
some ecomomies can lead
o “dumping and predato
vy pricong”.

"WTO-compliant steps’

However, he emphastsed
such concerns were ad-
dressed via steps consis-
tent with the WTO, such as
anti-dumping and coumter
valling duties, based on
evidence and subject o
Judicial review.

“He emphasised ndus
trial capacity in itsell is not
e Bssue while distortions
can arise where grographi
cal concentration of pro-
duction Is driven by hid
den suhsldies and
support. Diversihcation of
production  and  supply
Chains is a legdtimane obgec-
tive but carnmot be used as a
pretext for measures out
side WTO rules or for shift-
ing the burden of adjust
ment  ooto  developing
countries, which mast re-
lain  policy  space 1o
industrialise.”
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GOBARdhaneyes
10-fold increase in
CBG output: Puri

Press Trust of India
NEW DELHI

The
BARIM s o
drive & W0fold incresse in
ompressed biogas (CHG)
production, v mare
than 40,000 crore in foel
mports, add over 175,000
crore 1o GDP and crease
more than 1.5 lakh jobs, as
the government seeks o
rm aprcuhiural and os-
mInic waste into a new
source of domestic energy.
Speaking at the formal
hiunch of the scheme, Oul
Minister Hardeep Singh
Puri said the scheme pro-
vides capital assistance as
well as guaranteed offake
of the renewable fuel made
by  processing  organic
waste such as agricaloural
residue, animal dung, food
wasste and other biomass.
Capital  support  plus
guaranteed offtake s lkely
w lit CBG ({essentially
methane-rich  gas) from
current 0.4 milllon stan
dard cubic metre per day
to 46 mmscmd, he said,
hoping this would help in
achieving the target of rals
ing share of natural gas - a
cleaner-buming.  lower-
pollution fuel - in energy
basket 10 15% by 2030 from
the cusremt 6-7%.

Replace fassil fuel

The scheme s designed 1o
replace abowut 10 million
wnne of fossil Teel with
clean gas, potentially cut
ting more than 40 million
tonne of CO2 emisssons,
while producing around
250 malom vonee of argan
K manure for farmers,

UNVEILING OF THE
GOBAR(Nham HANDBOOX
¥ reckaner for all CHO staken

[ JOW
B Sedamr s T

Puri launches the GOBARD han
Scheme, at Bharat Nandapam,
in New Delvl.reava m

Mr. Purl said the pro
gramme would belp tum
farmers from “Anmadatas
w  aso  being  the
Uradatas™.

The scheme provides
capital assistance of up w
830 crore per CBG project
acrass the two eligible cap
galsupport  components.
For grewnbeld plams, assis-
tance &5 set m T3S crore
per tonne per day (TPD) of
eligible CBG  capacity
Hrownheld projects can re
ceve support at 50% of the
applicable greenfield rate
for addional capacity
creaed through fresh In
vestment

Mant upgrades

Existing biogas plants up
graded to make CBC can
g1 2060 crore/TPD, sub
Jject o a T5-crare project
celling. To make CBG pro
pects commercially viable,
the Centre is ollering pro-
ducers assured offtake of
up to 100% elggible output
at an admemistered price of
2,10 per million Bruwish
thermal units - equivalent
00 abount T985 kg

MaRe= (GOBARdhan) IrHT 1
IIHATA (Launch): 3T 2018 H YIS U =]

_

HATETT T (=8 WA WM - ATHI0T 3 d&d))
Freet HATEa: Wel VIt Tt [ S
AT (ST TS

foram)|
HT AR ?ﬁi

HATd (MNRE), U2 U Srehfeen 14 H31ei,

HIT gaTeH farwm

EGACRERSIUERTRS

v TR ¥ i sz A e -

Ut (Bio-CNG), ST

EIEEXCICR:]

SGAT adT UTHIT FE=ad]
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India standardises names
of 28 places in Ladakh

Vijaita Singh
NEW DELHI

The Government of India,
in consultation with the
Union Territor.adminis-
tragon  of, Ladakh, has
identified 28 places and ge-
ographical features in the

region by standardised

names on the afficial Sur-
vey oL Indi(SoD) hiap.

The government said
the formal identification
on the map was aimed at
ensuring accurate recogni-
tion and creating greater
awareness among the pu-
blic. The latest notification
comes days after India
standardised the names of
places in Arunachal Pra-
desh amid cartographic ag-
gression by China.

The list in Ladakh in-
cludes 11 peaks, five moun-
tains, six land areas, two
glaciers, two passes, one
valley, one river, one lake
and one other water body.

Centre says formal
identification on map
is aimed at ensuring
accurate recognition
and creating greater
awareness among
the public

Among the peaks identi-
fied are Atisha Giri, Kanish-
ka Peak, Martand Giri, Zo-
rawar Peak, Rinchen
Zangpo, Sakyasri Giri, Mar-
pa Lotsava Ri, Milarepa
Kangri, Shiva Ri, and Ma-
heshvara Ri. The list also
includes Karun Pir, Drak
Karpo and Jolmori as
mountains.

The government has
identified Brangsa, Kuksel,

Jehra Compass, Gogra,

~sasnarayana Point, Pan-
glung, and Shamal Lungpa
as land areas. Parpik and
Skamri Glacier have been
classified as glaciers, while
Chapchingal Pass and

Shachmirk Pass have been
identified as passes.

Other features on the
list include Shkorga Valley,
Yangpa River, Guru Rin-
poche, which has been
identified as a lake, and
Hot Spring, classified as a
water body.

The government said
the map of Ladakh, incor-
porating the additional
places and geographical
features, can be viewed on
the Survey of India
website.

Since April 2020, the
Chinese People’s Libera-
tion Army (PLA) has
amassed a large number of
troops and armaments in
eastern Ladakh and other
areas along the 3,488-km-
long LAC. The PLA moved
into Indian territory and
built fortified structures
and defences, in an at-
tempt to permanently alter
the status quo on the
ground.
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Trade deal with India is not
imminent;, says U.S. official

T.C.A. Sharad Raghavan
NEW DELHI

While negotiations on an
India-United States trade
deal are nearing the end,
the deal itself is not “immi-
nent”, U.S. Trade Repre-
sentative Jamieson Greer
indicated on Friday.

His comments followed
a “"constructive conversa-
tion” with Commerce Mi-
nister Piyush Goval in the
LS. on the sidelines of the
G20 Trade Ministerial con-
ference. “We had a very
constructive conversation,
Minister Goyal and my-
self,” Mr. Greer said at a
press conference, “Our
staff is meeting right now...
We are continually trying
to finish the trade deal with
India.” “1 would character-
ise it, as we say in the US.,,
we're in the short strokes.”
he added. “So 1 think we're
toward the end of it. At the
same time, | don't think
there's something
imminent.”

Mr. Greer said that the
two sides had identihed
the “universe of items”
that are sticking points for
both sides and are “work-
ing diligently” to address
them. He added that U.S.

v

President Donald Trump
and Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi had a “construc-
tive call” on Wednesday,
and said there may be
another call between them
“very soon” to assess pro-
gress on the deal.

A delayed deal
The India-U.S. trade deal
has been heavily delayed
ever since It was an-
nounced by Mr. Modi and
Mr. Trump in February
2025 due to various tariff
actions taken by the U.S.
The larger Bilateral
Trade Agreement (BTA)
was supposed to have been
concluded by “Fall 2025
(October-November 2025).
Talks on a “mini deal” ad-
dressing only tariffs also
failed to fructify. In Febru-
ary, the two leaders once
again issued a joint state-

I would
” characterise it
as... we're in the shon
strokes... So | think we're
toward the end of it At
the same time, | don't
think there’s something
Imminent.
JAMIESON GREER

US Trade Hl"'(r\a'lll.ﬂ Y

ment committing to finalis-
Ing an interim agreement
on trade, and continuing
negotiating the BTA.

The interim agreement
was to have been finalised
by  March-April  2026.
Neither the interim deal
nor the BTA has so far been
finalised.

Mr. Goyal has been vo-
cal in saying India will not
sign a deal until it is made
clear it will receive a com-
parative advantage over its
competitors, as was agreed
to in February 2026.

The US., on the other
hand, has already levied an
additional tariff of 10% on
India for not doing enough

to prevent the import of

goods made using forced
labour..

GOYAL AT G20 MEET
» PAGE 1l
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Reuters

epresentatives of
the Syrian govern
ment and Leba
nese malitant group Hez
ballah have hedd
facetoface talks in Turkey
to try to calm tensions bet-
ween them, according to
six sources briefed on the
st known meeting bet-
ween the long time foes.
The Syrian officlals and
the Iranalgned group met
secretly a beast once last
month, the sources — who
inchude two Syrian offh
cials, a Unived Staves (ULS)
ofhclal and a senlor Leba
ese security source chose

0 Hexbollsh - wld Rew-
fers,
Aler pubbication, the

Turkish Presidency’s com:
municaions  directorge
denied Reuters’ report, say-
g that It was “entirely un-
founded™ tha Syrian go-
vernment  officlals  and
Hezbaollah offscials met in
Turkey.

‘Speculative info’
“The claims in these posts
regarding the date, venue,
comtent and comtacts do
ot rellect any reality and
are entirely Rabricated anxd
speculative,” it said in a
statemsent on X The Syrian
governmem’s English-lan-
guage sccount on X also
denied such 2 meeting had
Laken place, saying “these
claams are false”
Hezbollah for vears dis-

y

Troubled tied: AMer borrrwt S

termraom

pached Bghters 1o Svria 1o
support former Presidemt
Bashar al-Assad’s govern-
memt during the country’s
civil war, After Mr. Assad
was ousted in lste 2024 0 a
lghining rebel offensive,
tensions rose between Sy-
Fia's new government and
Hezbollah - with Damas-
CUS accusing the group ol
transferring arms through
Syria, and the US encou-
raging Syria’s military two
send forces o Lebanon
to light Hezbollah.

The six sources said
Hedbollah representatives
and] Syrian mteligence and
Foreign Ministry officials

yran Presicdent Bashar al-Asad 4 Hedbaollah alk

e Between Synas new povermnment and the Lebanese mitant group 449

had taken part in the meet-
ing kst month at the invits
ton of Turkish security
and imelligence agencies
in an effort o de-escalste,

Al the sources spoke on
condition of anoaymaty 1o
discuss the meeting

The meeting focused on
resolving points of tension
Detween the wo parties
and went well, according
10 the US. oificial, the Syr-
an ofbcials and the Leba-
Nnese source,

One of the Syrian ofli-
clals said both sades agreed
they beld no hostility 10
wards one another, and
that Syria sssured Hezbol-

g, Witk Ouslng i e 2004

lah that it would not nrer-
vene militarily in Lebanon
to disarm the group

In turn, Syrian ofbcials
mked Hexbollah o help
stop  cross-border  smug-
ghing attempts and Esman-
the its remaining sleeper
cells, particularly in south-
em Svria, the official sasd

Svria said on Tuesday it
had captured a Hezbollah
ool preparing w0 launch
rockets in southern Syria.

Hezbollah  denled on
Wednesday that it was in-
valved and said it "has no
presence whasoever on
Syrian territory and has no
involvemment in any securs-

tv or military activity

there”
The Syran official said
Hezbollahs  representa

tives had not given a direct
answer on the request 1o
halt arms smugghng and
dismantle s Svria based
oells, but did pledge not 1o
interfere in Syria’s affairs.

‘No final agreement’
The Lebanese source, who
has direct knowledge of
the meeting and s out
comes, sald the two sides
“made a Jot of progress on
SECUricy Issues.”

“Hezbollsh wams w0
protect its  flank,” the
source sakl, referring o
concerns aboul a Svrian M-
tack on the group within
Letanon

Both the Syran officlal
and the Lebanese source
said no Bnal agreement
had been reached and tha
o amnmouncement  bad
been planmed.

The Lebanese source
told Reuters that contact
between the two parties
via Turkey had begun
about two months ago

Rewters could pot con-
frm where in Turkey the
September meetng was
hedd, bow long it lasted
and whether other meet-
ings bad been held before
oF Since

Both Hezbollsh and Sy-
ria's government had sig-
malled they would be open
to speaking o one another,

In July, Syrian Foregn

0 de-escalate tensnons’_a

xart ina meeting kst month at the invitation of Turkish security agencies, sources say: officials
iy issues’; both the nations deny such a meeting: Syria was under US. pressure to take on Hezbollah

—)

Minister Asaad al Shaibani
sadld Damasous was open to
meeting the group.

A month laer, Hezbaol
lah chief Naim Qassem said
in a wlevised address that
the group had no objection
o meeting Syna’'s
leadership,

Ankara portrays eself as
a key reglomnal stakehokder
in rebullding and stabilis-
ing Svria. Under Presklent
Tayyip Erdogan, It has also
sought to position ntself as
a facilitator of reglomal dia
logue and is keen o boost
stability in the reglon

Theee of the sources
sald it was Turkey, a key al
ly of Syrian Presidem
Ahmed al-Sharsa, that
pushed for the meeting as
it was keen 1o be directly
irvalved in those effors,

Absent from the meet-
ings, however, was Hezbol-
lahy’s main sponsor, ran,

The Lebamese security
source sakl Hezbollah ar-
tended the meeting with
Iran's knowledge, but that
Tehran was disappointed
that it was not a direct par-
ticipant and that Mr. Sha-
raa had rebulled any no-
thon of direct thes to Iran for
now

That disappointment
was the main reason that
o fsal agreemsent was
reached and no announce-
memnt about the meeting
wars made, the source saxl.
There was o immediate
comment from lran's per-
manemt mission in Geneva.

v

.
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China opens first overseas air base

Ind.ao
C’Vr

Agence France-Presse
BANGKOK

When China opened its
first overseas air force base
this week, a joint facility in
isolated Laos, it was send-
ing a signal - its foreign
military foothold is set to
grow, analysts said.

Beijing has long sought
to increase its influence
across Asia-Pacihc, com-
peting with Washington
and its allies over crucial
shipping routes and under-
sea resource exploration,
including in the disputed
South China Sea.

Under leader Xi Jinping,
the world's second-largest
economy has sought to
modernise its military,
ramping up defence
spending and pressure on
Taiwan, which it claims.

A satellite image shows construction of an airport in Ban Keun, Laos,
where China opened a military support and training centre. REUTERS

Until now, installations
abroad were primarily na-
val bases. The Joint Flight
Training and Support
Centre in Laos is the “first
air force base that China
has abroad”, said Joshua
Kurlantzick, a Southeast
Asla expert at the Council
on Foreign Relations.

He told AFP that more

will likely be established,
in the region and in other
nations friendly to China,
as it experiments with how
to run an air base beyond
its borders.

China is “not building
one base in Laos and stop-
ping”, he said.

The two communist na-
tions said the centre at Ban

> WI emn mllitary footprint

Keun airfield, north of the
Laotian capital Vientiane,
was aimed at training Lao-
tian air force pilots.

China's Defence Minis-
try added that the site
would be “maintained for
normal operations by both
sides” and did not target
any third party.

Security researcher Col-
lin Koh said that China -
Laos's largest creditor
was “trying to showcase
that it is able to extend it-
self in defence diploma-
cy”, at least with “amena-
ble countries”.

Training Laotian pilots
will require China to put
military assets there
whether modest transport
aircraft or modern hghter
jets. “From training then
you have a [Chinese] mili-
tary presence,” he said.
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Lovlina, Parveen and Ankush = India women baulk Chinese pressure to corner glory Plucky Indian trio breaks Korea’s

C\

make it a hat-trick of golds

o inchle d nrabore
T b » oooed vl o

Lithra Ganesan
NAGOYA

Loviiesa Borgobain, Par-
veen Hooda and Ankush
Panghal won their respec
tive bouts to ciinch three
oodd take India 1o the
tog o Dol mechal tally o

the Asian Games here o
Friday.
Laowlind ey 1w

charge with a pokden pre-
seet to hersell and the
country om her 29th birth-
day, domimatioyg across all
theee rounds against Chi-
na's reigning Asian cham-
plon Ziyi Bao m the 75ky
for a 50 win.

Loviea became only the
sevond Indian womsan box-
€ 10 win an Asan Games
old, afer Mary Kam, ban
she was not to be the only
one at this edition. “There
was 4 e when | thought
of givieyw up boxing bt
then decided agamez it. To
iy 1 fewls surreal 1o win a
old here, Being companed
1o a legend like Mary Xom
Is 2 mochvason and | never
thought | wouldd gift myself
and the country a gold, this
one’s very special.” Lovieg
said

Parveen completed ber
o redemption arc wih a
32 wvictory against Paris
Ohvmpic bronze medallist
and curremt Aslan cham-
phon Chen Niets-Chin of Ta-
wan m the G5kg inal.

Having won bronze last
e around only 10 see it
taken away due 10 2 whe-
reabours cluse fadare
bam, Parveen's gold was a
vindication of both her
mental and physical tenac
ity

Ankush's 40 trivenph
over Korea's Kim Minseoog
in the 80kg capped o fruit-
ful outing for the boxing
comtingent that hinished
with theew godd and & -
ny bronaze.
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<> Common wealth Games
—=_Chess Olympiad

%\

All that gieters is pold: (o

i, Farvesn and Arvogst mwured

NALATEA

Kumkum Mobod pulled
back the ssring, stood soll
and released the arrow.
binded inside the arde for
10 podets bt whale the In-
dan supporters erupted In
o, the archers themselves
were resirained, walting
for an offcial
confirmation

That comfirmation not
onlly ended one of the lon
g Adan Games winmning
streaks but also eoched the
mames of Kumbum, Kirt
and Ankita Bhakast forever
m the annaks of archen
hisory by winning India’s
frst-ever recurve team
gokd 5-3 against Korea @
the Okazaka Chuo Sogo
Park Multipurpose Square
here on Frideny

This was Korea's frst de
Sedl b the evenit singe 1S
s Lee Yup, Kang
Chaeyoumyg and Oh Yejin
came up short | thesr bid
for an esghth straighe Asian
Games godd. Korea and In
e soomed] dentical 54 and
56 poits each in the first
WO sets 10 be thed 2.2

Turning palnt
The thind set changed eve
rything. Korea started the
wet and cearly the pressure
got 8o it Yo shat a cou-
ple of eights while the oth
of Two shot ane apiece fos
Karea to togal 5, its lowest
all week

In repdy. Kirti and Kum-

kum shet 2 10 each ad an
eight and a nine respective-
ly., Amkita had two nines
and the team totalled 55 10
take the set and Jead 42,

Therealler, it wis only 4
matter of staviog bevel, In
the fourth and Bl set,
Kirtl started with an eighn
but & caried an asterisk,
1o be confirmed laser

Kumbkum's final 10 was
followed by a doser ook
by the judges. An eighn
would take the match imo
shoot off; & wis adjudican
ed a nine and &t was all
AT

The gokd only burmeded
the trio’s reputation afler #t
had already made history
by reaching the final for
the lirst time with a 51 vic-
toey against Chima, win-
ping the frst two sets easi-
ly for 2 40 lead bedore
shamng poines In the thard.

Minuees Lier, Kumkum
parired up with Divesg Bom-
madevars o come from
behind and defeat Japan
53 in the semifmals of the
mdwed event alter the hast
bead] taken deaxdd in the first
sl

However, a couple of
eights in the second sen
burt Indla’s chances In the
firsal against China, Puvieg
o end with a sibver (3-5),
Dhiraj also won siber with
the men's team of Nevraj
Chauhan and Yashdeep
Ehoge, going down 15 10
Koeea i the Hnal afver a
domemant 60 victory
et lram in the Last four

‘ hegemom in recurve team event

Inte the recard Boaks Kumbum, Ankets d rtian ap ol the

POShM XN 2 remarka bie Shom FELTEw

Overjoyed: fumbum and Db coletrate ther mood feam sdwer

il Sresh P LTees

Happy times: Dhinal Ygfeep and Neery| Inshed sith e men s

e ul L s,
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Pay the Global South for

climate damage: economist

Michael Greenstone says that such payments should be contingent on developing countries
adopting carbon pricing exact parameters of agreements woukd have o be negotiated, he adds

Jacob Koshy

NEW DELHI

ich countries
“should pay people
in developing

countries for the climate
damage their emissions
cause, on condition that
those countries put a price
on carbon. That is the cen
tral proposal of a forthcom-
ing book, iuw Economics,
by University of Chicago
economist Michael Green
stope, with Nobel-Prize
winning economists Abhijit
Banerjee and Esther Duflo.

“We're proposing In-
dians receive money unen:
cumbered,” Mr. Green-
stone, who s Director,
Energy Policy Institute, Un-
iversity of Chicago, sald in
an interview. “Spend it on
whatever vou want. That is
based on the amount of
damage the OECD coun-
tries” emissions are doing.”
The pavment, he said,
“would go directly to the
people, not to the govern
mem.”

The Organisation for
Economic  Co-operation
and Development (OECD),
is a grouping of mostly
wealthy, industrialised
countries that has contri-
buted to most of the ac-
cumulated carbon in the at-

\
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Were proposing
Indians recelve mones

. unencumbered. Spend iton

N whatever you want. That is

= based on the amount of damage

the OECD countries’ emissions

A
VAR

mosphere driving global
warming. This contrasts
with the “Global South”,
meaning low- and middle-
income  countries  but
whose emissions are fast
rising. “Eighty two per cent
of the emissions going for-
ward are projected 10 be
outside the OECD and mor
ral appeals have failed,” he
reckoned, “the better an-
gels-argument aint work-
ing.” However the transfer
would be “contingent on
the Global South adopting
carbon pricing. It's not for
free. It's a deal. You have 1o
give something to get so-
mething.”

Mr. Greenstone sadd it
was possible to calculate
the damage from carbon
emissions to India. “Ho-
wever the exact parame-
ters of that will have to be

are doing. The payvment woukd
go directly to the people,
not to the government

MIHAEL GREENSTONE
Drecion, Energy Policy Insteune,
University of Chicago

negotiated. Such a deal did
not require the whole
world and could be struck
between, say, the Euro-
pean Union and India, he
argued,

Market-based solution

Much of Mr. Greenstone's
work is around designing
market-based solutions to
address pollution. Most
prominent s the Sura
Emissions Trading Scheme
for comtrolling particulate
matter, first mooted with
the Gujarat Pollution Con
trol Board in 2010. In a ran-
domised trial, 150 texuile
plamts were assigned to a
market and 150 staved un-
der conventional regula
tion. Compliance in the
market was “99%", against
about a third of industries
out of compliance at any

time under the status guo.
This happened because re-
searchers could see what
firms bid to buy and sell
pollution permits: “The
price | want for that has got
to be at Jeast what it cost
me to do it, From those
bids, we were able to infer
how expensive it was to
achieve different levels of
total emissions. Cutting
emissions proved cheap,
because the guvs had all
the equipment and just had
to start operating it or
mainaining i, he ex
plained. Enforcement mat-
tered. When firms fell short
of permits, the regulator le-
vied a fine of ten times the
permit value, “Once the in-
dustry saw that the rules
were going o be enforced
then everything changed,”
he said.

While the Surat system
was designed to reduce
particulate matter from tex-
tile mills, the next stop is
Maharashtra, where the
market will cover sulphur
dioxide - a gaseous pollu-
tant - and include large
power plants. He sasd that a
“mock trading period in-
volving an actual market,
without real money, was
under way to get firms used
to trading permits belore
the real market opened.
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