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The looming crisis of world unemployment

recent World Bank forecast reveals that
the global ecomamy stands at the
precipice of a silent catastrophe. A
recent warning issued by Bank
President Ajay Bamga is stark: over the coming
decade, an astomishing 1.2 billion young men
wamen in the Global South will reach working
aze, but the global economy is projected to
generate no more than 400 million viable jobs.
This creaes a stagpering deficit of 800 million
opportunities In the job market, a demaographic
chasm of such unprecedented magmitude that it
threatens to comvert what shouk] be the gresest
economic dividend of the 28st century Into a

catabyst for widespread inszabilny.

A Failling blueprim

For decades, economix theorists have
championed the demographic dividend as the
primary engine for lifting developing nations out
of poverty. The formula appeared
stralghtforward: as fertilicy rates decline, the
proportion of working age adults relaive 1o
dgpmdmlslncrmscrmiuatemm'
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gal frameworks and weak property righs scare
away longterm foreign direct mvestment,
confining capital to speculative assets rather than
employment-generating ventures. Simplifying
regulatory regimes, establishing transparens
govermance structures, and bolstering

Eatiniianad § Ry ave ial it
for creating emnironments where small and
medium sized enterprises, the maln engines of
global job creation, can launch, grow, and hire.
India lags here, but does better
mfrastrocture, another key recommencdation. A
small business cannot compete n gobal supply
chains, nor can it grow locally, if it sufers from
routine power Gilures or exarbitant logistics
costs causedd by dilapicisted roads and port
congestion, Modernising physical and dighal
mirastructure serves a dual economic purpase:
the construction and deployment phase itsell
absorbs massive quantities of immediate bour,

umiguely broad multiplier effect, driving revenwes
dcram 1o docal transpart providers, hospliality
workers, artisans, and historical preservation
efforts. Strategac investmenss in sustaimable
tonrisim infrastructure and isternational
destination marketing translaves drectly into
widespread employment.

Manufacturing, too, must be reimagined.
manufacturing (such as the production of solar
companents, electric two-wheelers, and
energy-efficient materials) and decentralised

networks can still absorb substantial
If palred with agde skill bullding
Programenes.

History demonstrates that when vast coborts
of educated, enerpgetic, and ambitious young
people are denbed access 10 productive economic
life, the resulting frustration erodes trust in
governments, fuels sodal polarisation, and
creates fertile ground for extremist or criminal
Idecdogies and ol uneest. In an Interconnected
waorld, fallure 10 generate Ivelihoods n the Global
South will imevitably acodlerse forced magration
flows towand the Global North, exacerbating

sanvivgzs, and rapid capital accumulation that and he Warkd of whiie the resulting assets lower the cost of doing palitical tensions worklwide,
fuelled the East Aslan economic miracke in the the 215t century business across the econoeny. Preventing prolonged youth unemployment
late 20th century. Today, however, that classic from leading to global catastrophe requires an
Dlusepring is failing. Developing nations such & Sector-specific strategies are ideal unprecedented alignment of ieternational
India are experiencing their vouth bulges at & Within this broader macroeconomic overbaud, fmance, domestic political courage, and private
hissorical moment when the raditional escalators wargeted secsorspecihic strategies offer the most sector dynamésm. Developed ecanomibes and
of economec mobility are stalling. The sheer realistic pathway toward mass hbour absorption.  multilsteral Gnancal institutions must faclitate
velocity of demographic growth in many Agriculture still remains the kirgest employer in affordable, loog-term t fimancing and
countries is ounstripping the rate a0 which the developing world. Transitionsng from technology transfers, whille ng natlons
domestic markets, mfrastracture, and ko yield subsistence farming to high value, mnst undertake the hard, often politically painful
inszinional frameworks can absarb new labour, sechnology-enabled agritech and commercal waork of instzutional reform. The global econceny
turning the potential dividend imo & looming agribusiness can transform rural economies, By pomssesses the financial resources and
Crisis, vesting in cold-chain logistics, localised food technodogical sools required 10 mweet this
Central to the dilemma is the rapad evolution processing, and climate-resilient farming challenge. But can the internatonal communry
of global trade, techmology, and manufacturing. techmiques, mations can create sophisticated rural — muster the callective resolve to build an inclusive
Hissorically, manufacturing served as the value chains that offer meaningful, remunerative  global arder where every young person s
Indispensable bridge for low-income nations employment 10 young people, reducing the attorded a fair opportunity 1o work, comtribute,
transitioning away from subsissence agriculture, desperate tide of distress migration to the citkes. and thrive? in today's climate this writer would
absorbing millons of urskilled and semi-skilled Health care and the broader care economy ot count on 2.
woarkers into productive urban emplovment. offer other possibilities for employment As the work!'s most populous nation, Indsa sits
Todkay, sutomation, robotics, and advanced expansion, The demand for trained bealth-care at the epicentre of this dynamic, adding millioes
industral software have drastically reduced the workers, nurses, community health persoamel, of young entrants to its workforce each year
labour intensity of manufacturing. As a result, and elder-care specialists is exploding. Investing while grappling with an econoeny that has
developing nations are experiencing premature n health human resources delivers a powerful struggied o match GDP growth with employment
deindustrialisation: their manilacturing sectors A widening jobs doubde dividend: it creates millions of resilient, creathon, The pation's mmediate challenge, in a
are losing jobs before reaching the income wip threatens nonroutsourceable domestic jobs (predominantly  dwindling demographic window, includes
thresholds of industrial economses of the past. the promise ol for young women who are aften excluded from matching skills to markets, persistent
Furthermoare, the modemn demographic formal labour markees) while ssnultaneously underemployment, low female Ribour force
Increasingly rewards high-skilled, dividends: the bullding the buman capital necessary 10 sustain . and an agrarian sector that still
technology drven Libour, widening the chasm (Zobal South long serm national productivity. absorbs nearly half the population desplte
for milions of youth in developing countries who Eac Simakarly, tourism and culture offer an producing just M6% of GDP (FY24). India, with a
lack scvess to modern dygital infrastructure, e 4 extraordinary vehice for decentralised job medlian age under 30, must move soward
quality vocstional training or tertiary education.  unprecedentad creation. Tourism is inberently labour-imtensive,  labour-absorbing value creation. Otherwise its
There is no easy solution. The World Bank employment engages semi-skilled and unskilled workersand s celebrated demographic dividend could collapse
recommends unlocking private sector capital and ~ challenge resistant to total amomation. It possesses a into a demographic disaster.
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T BT 8—SI1 TATHR ITae YeTarstl, SATfae srishara,
I 3R UfeTiées GTeqor SamEl deh s ggerar 2| fesrs
qee ATl g 3R SiaUisdia fidsa fomue 7 i fae
Hier sA9eR US| e ST 2l

» ~ Tafamior @t gadeaieRa: g aeh s, gia-dera
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%, A1 3Hh UHUTTHESEY B9 aTei g9t TRl | faamd &
T ATYTR TRt & AR 9T & fore 3uss:
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ANTEH 37 AR Eer-Ter ot e sraar e
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AT AT 1 AT AT, TR a1 g3 sIUSTTRT, AfeelT 49 e 3
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TR girerT (Prelims Practice Question)

* U, AUTAEAT H "ToF~ ST (Disguised
Unemployment) & #a¥ ¥ FA=TeTRad sy« © fa=r
shitTu:
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Why is Buxa bringing tigers back?

Wiy was Buxa chosen for reintroduction? How will the tgers be reintroduced? Why was Valmiki chosen as the source? What are the challenges? Can Buxa
sustain a tiger population? How has tiger reintroduction worked in India? Why did tigers disappear from Buxa? How will the reintroduced tigers be monitored?

EAPLAINER

Shiy Sahay Singh

The story so far;

n October 2, a three-year-old

thpress, TOR, was refeased in
0 Buxa Thaer Reserve in West

W. MTWWW
ol a phased programeme to relntrocduce
tigeers and] estabilish a viable,
self-sustaining population in the
reserve. Three more tigers are likely 1o be
inrodaced 10 the reserve, which bas not
recarded much presence of tigers over
the past few years,

The tigress was transbocaed from
Bibsar's Valmiki Tiger Reserve axd
relessed In the presence of Union
Environment Mmister Bhupender Yadav
and West Bengal Chief Minister Suvendu
Adhikari.

Initially, the tigress woukd be kepe in an
enclosed area of about 2.3 hectares to
allow the animal to acclmatise to its new
surroundings before It Is released Inco the
wider reserve. T138 would be subject to
Intensive post release monitoring using a
combination of telemetry, camera
trapping and Held-based moeitoring o
assess her movement, adaptation, health
anx] beduaviour.

The release of the tigress is not merely
abonut bringing tigers back to Buxa, but s
“objective is to create the conditkons in
which a tiger population can establish,
breed and ultimsately become viable and
selif sustaining,” PIB saad in a statement.

Why is Buxa Tiger Reserve

significamt?

Bura was declared a tiger reserve in 1953
anxdd s the 1S th tiger reserve in the
coumtry. Buxa Tiger Reserve is situsted
the Alpurduar Sub-division of Jalpaiguri
District, West Berygal,

With an area of 760,87 sq. km, the
reserve stretches over a length of 50 km
from west 1o east and 35 lom fram nocth so
south, The reserve has corndor
connectivity across the border with the

Theoe- your-obd tgpress, TLIE, malks theeugh the forest alter Besng refidned inte the wild ot Bua Tiger
Reserse, n Alpurdear, West Bengal rm

farests of Bhutan In the noeth; 1o the east,
i has linkages with the Kochagaon
farests, Manas Tiger Reserve, and o the
West with the aldapara National Park.
Ovwe of the reasons Tor low tiger density
hxbemchmpsmthehabnmdmto

lxrm hropogenic pressure. “Over
however, habltat

and fragmentation, changes
n land use and decline in prey avallabiley

have affected the ecological conditions
required 10 sustain a resident tiger
population. The Reserve subsequently

Why was Valmiki Tiger Reserve
selected for bringing the tigress?
Authority found that there were no tigers
at Buxa, Dampa and Palamu tiger
reserves; it initiated a programme of
reinproduction of tigers in 2088, which has
resulted in the remtroduction of tigers at
Buxa. Schentists and forest officials were
looking for 2 habitat similar to Buxa from
which the tiger may be brosgdn 1o the
reserve, Blhar's Valmiki Tiger Reserve,
which Bes in the casternmmost part of the
Terai Arc Landscape, wis considened
suitable for tiger sugmentation beciuse of
the simnilarithes in terrain with Buxa.

Weest Bengal has a thriving tiger
population in the Sundarbans, the anly
mangrove forest i the world 10 have
tgers. As per the kst census, the Indian
Sunclarbans is home 10 abost 100 tigers in
the unkjue ManErove eCosysiem.
However, translocating tigers from the
Sundarbans to Buxa may not have worked
because of the vast differences in the
terrain and the habuar.

What has been the experience with
reintroduction of tigers?

Tger ‘reintroduction”’ done i India & the
first sich scentific endeavour m the
waorkd, says NTCA. Reintroducing tigers in
the Indlan context means establshing a
tger population in an area which was part
of its hissorical range bat from where
has gooe locally extinet.

The tiger reitroduction bas been a
successfiul collabocative venture between
the NTCA, State governments, and the
Wildlite Instieute of Indsa (WID, with
mambers of tigers mcreasing in reserves
where the exercise was canried out,

The reintroduction started in 2008
when tigers were successiully
reintrodaced in Sariska (Ragasthan) and
Paness (Madhya Pradesh) Tiger Reserves,
The tiger reintroduction programene has
been carried oo across 12 Bter reserves
i less than two decades.

The sucoess of the programme,
however, has not been untform acrass the
reserves.

A publication tithed “Remtroduction &
Population Recovery of Tigers m India:
Fiek] Experiences & Key Learnings”
redeased by NTCA and WII earfier this
year has poteed out that relocation of
tigers in Sathosia Tiger Reserve posed
several challenges. “The translocated
tigers encountened dmculnies In adapeing
1o the new enviromment, and the
landscape experienced considerable
humsan-tiger confiict, including incodemts
of lvestock dwmlukm and negative
local responses.” the report sasd.

The NTCA website also added that in
the past there have been few examples of
tigher ‘redease” (Domgarpur in Rajasthan
and in Russia) which were not successful
owing to several factars.

Keeping these challenges in mind, the
NTCA has a protocol on tiger
re-troduction. The prosocod deals with
ams and obgectives of reineroduction,
constitution of team, pre-project
activities, conducting Seasibility stuady,
sedection and evaluation of site, suitability
of redease stock of tigers, socko-ecomomic

recuiirements, preparation for release and
post-release activities.

What are the

Buna Tiger Reserve not had a resident
tiger for several yvears, though on some
occasions tigers have been recorded In
the winter months.

The reserve is dotted with settlements
and surrounded by revenue vilages and
tea estates, The State government bas
coenvinced about 300 families o relocate
s0 that they can make the tiger
Pt roduc thon exercise successiul,
Wikllife, particularly elephants, has been
threatened by linear infrastracture
inchuding a railway ke, resulting in the
deaths of hundreds of pachnderms over
the decade. Because the region bes dose
to Bwtan, heavy commercial traffic on
the raad connecting Bhucan and West
Beengal through Buxa poses an additional
concen,

THE GIST

-

A three-yuir <l tigress bom
Behar's Valmki Tiger Reserve
man bewn rebeased 0 B
Tiger Reserve a5 part of 3
phased programme %o
esablish a vable,
wdf-suntsining tiger popelation

v

Viadrriki mas chosen becaue g3
teran s Smvlar 10 Busa, while
transocation from the
Sundarbans was consdernsd
wmwabie due %o EMerences in
Babsitat and Setran
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The rentroguction faces
challenges ncludng habeat
degradation, low prey
aviilabilty, hurman
wllhattenla, irmat

ke astructere and heavy
commercial trafic Srough the
resenve
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must be removed:

-
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crats, Civl sockety activias,
and academics on Monday
aocused Che! Bection
COmmaT 1 S5sd (et Gvamesh
Kumar of six insances of
prosed membebubour”
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SC refuses to stay proceedings against Nicobar project

Krishnadas Rajagopal

NEW DELHI

Saying that “preservation
of culture Is a constirution-
ally protected fundamen
tal right”, the Supreme
Court on Monday refused
to agree with a Union go
vernment plea to stay Cal-
cutta High Court proceed
ings in a petition filed by
former Unkon  Environ
ment  Secretary  Meena
Gupta challenging the
Great Nicobar Island Pro
Ject as a threat to the area’s
fragile ecosystem and For
est Rights Act, 2006,

A threejudge Bench
headed by Chief Justice of
India Surva Kamt instead
urged the Calcutta High
Court to hear the case and
decide the issues without
delay.

Appearing for  the
Centre, Attorney General
R. Venkataramani and Ad

dinonal Solicitor-General
Aishwaryva Bhati said the
progect worth aver
872,000 crore involving a
contalner terminal was ol
“immense” national im
portance  and  strategic
value.

‘No loss of habltar”
Mr. Venkataramani sakd
there was “no boss of habi-
tation” for the indigenous
tribal population like the
endangered Shompen
tribe of the Great Nicobar
Island

Ms. Bhati submitted that
the National Green Tribu-
nal (NGT) had already
twice disposed of the ap-
prebensions ralsed regard-
ing the progect

It had cleared the envi-
ronmental clearance gven
to the project, subject to
conditions and the forma-
tion of a High Powered
Committee 10 re-examine

Preservation

of cubiure
is a constitutionally
protected fundamen-
tal righ.... tribe culture
reguires constitution
al protection =
JUSTHCE
JOYMALYA
BAGCHE

Supremwe Coerd

ol

specific  ecological  im
pacts. She sald even a re-
view against the environ
mental  dearance was
rejected by the NGT subse-
quently in Apeil 2023,

-

Environmental threats

However, the Caloutta High
Court had entertained writ
petitions claiming that the
project violated the Forest
Rights Act, 2006, and high
lighting severe  environ-

mental threass it may alleg
edly cause.

Justice Joymalya Bagchi,
on the Bench along with
Justice V. Mohana, said
there should be some de
gree of filtration between
what constitutes the secur-
ity of the state and what in
volved commercial
interests.

“Preservation of culture
is a constitutionally pro-
tected fundamental right.
When vou are talking
about tribe cultures in Ni
cobar ecology... tribe cul-
ture requires constitution
al protection,” he observed
orally

In May, the High Court
dismissed the Unlon go-
vernment’s  preliminary
objections regarding the
locus standi of Ms, Gupta,
banking on the submission
that she was not a local
The High Court had sche
duled the case for Nov

o\

ber 25 and November 26
T C e Tl
issues centring on funda-
mental rights and preser
vation of the tribals’ way of
life

Senior advocate S. Mu-
ralidhar, for Ms. Gupta,
said the Centre’s argument
in maintainability of the
writ petitions before the
High Court has become
academic as the tribal
councils have already been
impleaded

Maintainability worry
Mr. Venkataramani said
the tribes were integrated,
and were not in the pro-
tected category.

“There 15 a lot of iInter-
national...” he sad

“The Shompen are clas-
sifed as a Particularly Vul
nerable Tribal Group,” Mr.
Muralsdhar intervened.
4
Nicobarese tribes are said

A€ N 1claigh

to be affected by the
progect.

The Bench sald the Un-
on  government  could
place the NGT decislons,
with whatever persuasive
value they may command,
before the High Court

Mr Venkataramani
urged the top court to at
least allow the Centre to
comtinue pressing the
question of maintainabilsty
before the High Court.

But the Bench sald it
would limit itself to asking
the High Court Chief Jus-
tice to decide the case, in
cluding all the petitions,
without delay.

The petiions in the
High Court had claimed
that the diversion of over
130 5. km of pristine trop-
ical forest violated the For
est Rights Act, 2006, and
threatened the Shompen

aNcgharese way of life
and culture,

Youlube Homework
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Why are States divided over
the mining amendment?

Amendment curbs States” fiscal powers, but their responses vary with dependence and political alignment

Safira Hussain
Sanjay Kumar

n a federal coumtry like India,

differences between the Centre and

the States over certain issues are

not unuswsal. One such mstance
recemtly arose over the Mines and
Mmerals (Development and Regulation)
Amendment Act, 2006, passed by
Parfiament.

Under the amended Act, the Centre's
regulatory powers over mining have been
expanded 10 cover not anly mines and
mineral development but also
mineral-bearing lands. It hars Stases from
imposing fresh taxes on mineral rights and
mineral-bearing hinds, except under
conditions prescribed by the Union
povernment. [t also cancels mineral taxes
imposed by States but not fully callected
befiore the Act came into foarce,

Mines and minerals are a subject over
which legislative powers are divided
between the Centre and the States. State
governments are empowered (o regulate

mines and minerals under entry 23 of the
State List, but thes power is subject to
central legislation as per enery 54 of the
Unson List, The latter entry gives
Parliament the discretion to determine the
extent of authority over mining regulation
and development in the public imterest.
The Constitution also gives States powers
to tax mineral rights and knd through
entries S0 and 49 of the Suste List. The
recent amendment draws on the Centre's
regulasory anhaority over mineral
development 1o place new limits on these
State-level taxing powers. 5o, the issue
widens from méning regualation to the
fiscal assonomy of méneral rich States
The amended provisions contradict the
constitutional position articulated by the
Supreme Court in 2024, The court held
that States can tax mineral rights, subject
to Parliment’s power to limit this in the
public imterest, while their power 1o tax
muineral-bearing kind cannot be curtailed
through Parliament’s powers under Entry
54. The Centre has angued that uneven
and multiple State-level taxes raise the

oot of domeste mimerals, promgting
industries to turm 1o imports and placing
an addinonal burden on the excheguer. By
invalidacing unrecovered past dues, the
Law hits at the potential source of revenue
for States, narrowing the prospective
mineral-related revenue for some of the
major maneral-bearing States.

The liscal stakes

Mineral-related recespts account for 85%
of nom-tax revenue in Tharkhand and 80%
in Odisha, compared with 48% in
Karmataka, 4% in Madhya Pradesh and
39% In Rajasthan. Telangana and
Chhatisgarh are bess dependent, with
mineral receipes making up 1% and 6'%,
respectively. For Jharkhand and Odisha,
restrictions on the abdity 1o impose or
retain mineral-relsted levies therefore
harve significant fscal implications, while
the immediate impact may be simaller in
Telangana and Chhattisggarh. Oclisha is
particularly revealing in this regard
Despite deriving & substantial share of s
noe-tax revenue from minerals, the Suse

5 not responded with & unihed position,
The Opposition has demanded a special
Assembly session. The BJP led State
government, however, has regected the
demand and angued that the amendment
would not harm Odisha’s mineral
revenues. Telangana, where mineral
recepts accoumnt for only about 1% of
Non-ax revenue, has also joined other
noe-NDA-rubed States intending 1o move
the Supreme Court aainst the
amendment. While Karnataka, Telangana,
Himachal Pradesh and Kerala are planning
1o challenge the law in the Supreme Court,
arguing that the restrictions on State
taxacion of mineral rights and
mineral-bearing land undermine Stages’
fiscal powers and federalism, Keraka has
additiomally argued that treating
mineral-bearing land in this manner gives
the Centre wider powers over areas such
as the Seae's cosstal and lorest regions
Jharkhand has also raised objections, with
the Chief Minéster warning that the loss of
revenue from mineral taxes could afect
sockl security schemes benefiting
millions because the amended Act renders
certaln uncollecsed past dues ivalld. By
contrast, there has been no comparable
challenge from States such as Madhya
Pradesh, Ragasthan or Chhattisgarh so far.

The political geography of thes
discontent points to an mteresting feature
of Indian federalism. Even when the
underfying concemn is perceived erosion
of States” Nscal space, the extent 10 which
% becomes & lederal issue vares across
States. Mineral dependence creates a

material stake, while policical alignmen
may influence whether that stake
translates into an crganised federal
challenge.

India's fiscal federal structure comes
acrass as asymmetric rather than purely
decentralised. It gives greater taxation
powers to the Centre while placing greater
expenditure responsibilities on the States
in several areas. The Centre has signilicant
influence over borrowing and transiers 1o
the States, which restricts State autonomy
when they depend on the Centre’s
transfers or require its appeoval for
barrowmng. How much fiscal assonomy do
Stares possess, and how Br can the Unson
influence 1t often becomes a bone of
contention between them.

The evolving Indian federal dynamic s
marked by pash and pull between the
central authority and States’ anonomy.
Condlicts between the Centre and the
Staves over Jegislative jurisdiction, fiscal
resources, admanistracive comtrod, and
even foregn policy engagements have
surfaced nme and again, be it over the
GST compensation, the serms of reference
for Finance Commissions, the Naclonal
Education Policy, the Citizenship
Amendment Act, and proposed
amendments to AllHndi Services rules, o
list 2 few. This amendment therefore adds
another Gl Bne to India’s continuing
Centre-State comtest over legisiative
authority and fiscal autonoemy.

(Safra Hussain & curmently associared with
Loknied-CSDS; Sanjay Kumar & o Professor
and an election analyst)
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Historic international shipment leaves easte

Rahul Karmakar

GUWAHATI

A barge carrving 540 me-
tric tonnes of methanol left
the Bogibeel Terminal in
Dibrugarh district for Dha-
ka, Bangladesh, on Mon-
day, marking the first inter
national shipment from
eastern Assam since India’s
independence in 1947.
Union Minister of Ports,
Shipping and Waterways,
Sarbananda Sonowal,

flagged off the vessel bl

Patkai, pushed by the tug
Kushal Konwar, carrying
methanol produced by the
State-owned Assam Petro-
chemicals Limited in
Namrup.

The vessel, destined for
‘angaon port in Dhaka’s
Narayanganj, will travel
about 768 km down the
Brahmaputra river (Na-
tional Waterway-2) to the
India-Bangladesh border,
and continue along the In-
do-Bangladesh  Protocol

Minister of Ports, Shippeng and Waterways Sarbananda Sonowal
flagging off the first international cargo vessel from Bogibeel in
Dibrugarh district. SPECIAL ARRANGENENT

Route in the neighbouring
country. The total distance
is about 1,300 km,

Mr. Sonowal said the
cargo shipment is seen as a
test of whether the Brah-
maputra can serve as a
commercially viable
freight corridor linking the
northeastern region to
overseas markets,

“Our grandparents grew
up hearing the steamer
whistle at Dy '

For 70 w

. that \\'hiSU(;

fell silent, and the ships
stopped coming. A cargo
vessel has left Dibrugarh
for the world once again.
The river never failed us,
but the will to revive the
route was lacking for de-
cades,” he said.

Chief Minister Himanta
Biswa Sarma, who attend-
ed the flagging-off virtually,
said the revival of interna-
tional cargo movement

‘ day for

”

Assam”.

DB pat

Inkand Waterways Auth-
ority of India officials said
the shipment became pos
sible after Customs and Im-
migration complexes were
recently set up at Bogibeel
and Dhubri.

Busy past

Dibrugarh was  once
among the busiest river
ports in eastern India. Go-
vernment-run  steamers
reached the town from Cal-
cutta, now Kolkata, by
I856. In 1882, the Dibru-Sa-
diva Rallway began operat-
ing from the Dibrugarh
ghat. By 1913, steamers
sailed up the Brahmaputra
to the town daily, carrying
tea, timber and
passengers.,

The 1947 Partition cut
that route, forcing Assam's
goods to pass through the
then East Pakistan to reach
Calcutta. A 1950 earth-
quake disturbed the ni-
verbed at Dibrugarh, and
regular bookings from Di-

brugarh ghat stopped in
1954, The Dibrugarh ghat
closed on October 15, 1956,
as western ports on the
Brahmaputra - Dhubri
and Pandu in Guwahati -
continued to handle inter-
national cargo
occasionally.

The 1965 war between
India and Pakistan sus-
pended cross-border river
trade. India and Bangla-
desh signed a river trade
protocol in 1972, In 1988,
the 891 km stretch of the
Brahmaputra from Sadiva
to Dhubri was declared Na-
tional Waterway 2. Regular
cargo service on the water-
way resumed in December
2017, when cement moved
from Pandu to Dhubri.

“Every tonne we move
on the river means less fuel
burnt and fewer trucks on
the highway,” he said, ad-
ding that India is working
with Bangladesh, Nepal,
Bhutan, and Myanmar on
regional waterway links.

Youlube Homework

» National Water Way
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Keralam to install sanitary napkin

vending machines at bus depots

The Hindu Bureau
IVANANTHAPURAM

en on the
Mensirua
Reeds, a scheme of th
Keralam's Women and
Child Development depart-
ment to make women’s tra-
vel easier from the men-
strual hygiene perspective,
will be launched on
Tuesday.

Often, lack of sanitary
products to meet unex-
pected needs of women
during travel poses a big
hardship. Sanitary napkin
vending machines, besides
incinerators, will be in-
stalled at public places to
reduce women’s anxiety
about being caught unpre-

pared for such emergen-
cies as part of the 100-day
programme of the State
government.

Minister for Women and
Child Development Bindhu
Krishna, who will inaugu-

1

The upcoming scheme intends to make napkins available at low
prices and provide incinerators for eco-friendly disposal. FACEBOOK

rate the scheme, said it was
intended to make sanitary
napkins available at low
prices to women and girls
who were travelling and
provide incinerators for
eco-friendly disposal of the

napkins after use, accord-
ing to a statement.

Incinerators available
As a pilot, napkin vending
machines and incinerators
would be installed at 14 ter-
minals/depots of the Kera-
la State Road Transport
Corporation (KSRTC).
Each packet would contain
three sanitary napkins. It
would be priced at T10.

The KSRTC will oversee
the machines kept at de-
pots. HLL will hand over
the napkins to the KSRTC
for stocking the machines.
The KSRTC is charge of the
incinerator maintenance
too. The training for clean-
ing will be given to the staff
by the HLL.

)



* | WOMY [Women\on the Move & Menstrual Needs)av'{?l . WW(KSRTCW@?):{[GW?RﬁSﬁWW%
HThT g1 1% il R Teh o@ 31 7S T @) g6ehl 0T 389 14 7H@ KSRTC (Tt T Ageh aivae famm) a|
mﬁﬁw%WWM@ﬁ __eimet o et o wofue fora s e 21
Wwwaﬁrﬁg@iﬁwwismsal)ﬁ o ToraR A s@ Ll & el w6 S, 36 TS

CIERIPCEE RTINS ol TS % THE TdeA TAFT AR IFT Hgeaqul Arasii-eh
. %mmméfu%mﬁmﬁmmﬁw)women TATAT dah ST ST

and Child Development Department) gRT Teg Qrca|

feafiee’ (HLL) % H&dn | ar] 1 511 & 2 A ZHET HEd:

= *  HTiHek g FeSar (Menstrual Hygiene): 93T % S
WOMN I o e fiz: HfgetI3l =l 8 aTelt ST GHEaTsil S fEreeh i 3T
o Frd At Fulera: g amT o el Jufs dfen s [igeT Taviierar (Women Mobility): I FeH Grasii-He
T T 5 T 2 3 €10 7 3 Afed fafe 5 ot aftaes # wfecrsti 1 g, AW 3 Eesar g a2

T

¢ WW-W fuem (Incinerators): AT fehu 7T
Aufeh =l GUaTd ST T=adl § 78 i o [e1C A< A1

W (Incinerators) ot TTC 571 @ B




C

a2q

C\

Set up 24-hour monitoring cells to
curb sexual oftences, SC tells police

Aaratrika Bhaumik
NEW DELHI

Underlining the need to
take preventive measures
against sexual offences, the
Supreme Court on Monday
asked the Delhi Police to
set up 24-hour monitoring
cells for continuous sur-
veillance of vulnerable
areas. The court also asked
the police to strengthen
patrolling, particularly
around educational institu-
tions and public spaces.

A Bench of Justices ].B.
Pardiwala and K. Vinod
Chandran observed that
the mere installation of
CCTV cameras in public
spaces would serve little
purpose without continu-
ous monitoring to detect
suspicious activity and en-
able a swift police
response.

“When we are talking
about surveillance through
CCTV cameras, how far
will they help curb crimes
if there is no continuous
monitoring at different war
rooms? The cameras will

help vou in carching hold
of the culprit, but how will
vou prevent such crimes?
There has to be a 24-hour
cell which keeps monitor-
ing what is happening,” the
Bench observed.

The court was hearing a
Suo molfu case concerning
a spate of sexual assault in-
cidents involving minors
and women in the Delhi-
National Capital Region. It
had earlier indicated that it
intended to fix accounta-
bility on authorities en-
trusted with preventing
crime and protecting vul
nerable persons.

“Focus on educational
institutions, colleges,

where there are goons
(who] keep harassing
young girl students. We are
also told that there a

across NCT (NatonalCapi-
tal Territory) off Delhi
where all antigfhcial ele-
men er. Even li
quor is provided over
there. Start identifying all
those vulnerable pockets,”
the Bench said.

Solicitor General Tushar
Mehta, appearing for the
Delhi  Police, acknow-
ledged that there appeared
to be deficiencies in police
patrolling.

‘Interact with society’
The Bench also pointed to
reports that, even prior to
the gangrape of a 17-year-
old at New Delhi’s Astha
Kunj Park, near Lady Shni
Ram College, residents of
the area had repeatedly
flagged safety concerns in
the locality to the police,
but their concerns re
mained unaddressed.

“It has been reported
that before this unfortu-

/

te incident occurred, re-
Sidents of that area had
brought it to your notice
that there are some anti-so-
cial elements who are
creating nuisance... Nobo-
dy paid any heed to it. The-
refore, what is important is
one-to-one interaction
with society. You are the
protector,” the Bench said,
addressing senior police
ofhicers present in court.
Justice Pardiwala also
stressed the need to instil a
fear of the law among po-
tential offenders as a deter-
rent against such crimes.
Referring to the upcoming
festival holidays, he asked
the Delhi Police to height
en vigilance to ensure that
such incidents did not re-
cur. “You need to create a

fright, a fear in the mind of

a man who is prone to
commit such offences...
Unless and until you create
that fear, that fright in the
minds of those anti-social
elements, you will not be
able to prevent the com-
mission of such crimes,” he
said.

Youlube Homework

» Vishakha Guidelines
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Aenial wiew of 3 boat puling 2 dead southers nght
whake calf in Pesrto Nadeyn, Acgentina. &9

Scientists
puzzled as

) )

.

§
wash-up dead

in Argentina

Assoclated Press

to solve the mystery of baby whales

washing up dead In unusually high
mumbers along the coumtry's Patagonian
coast,

Scores of the call carcasses have been
washing ashore around Peninsula Valdes,
a major breeding ground for scaghern
reht whales = Argentioa's Chubut
provinece. Hunted to the brink of
extinction in the 19 and 200h centuries,
the whales now gather in the peninsaula’s
sheltered waters 1o give bieth and nurse
therr young.

“We're looking into the whale calf
deaths based on 23 years of mosstoring
thae we have of this same populagion.
Thae's whuat allows s 1o sy that this is an
unusual event,” sald Marcela Ubart, a
veterivarian with the One Heakh Insticute
at the University of California, Duvis, who
= leading the mvestigation as head of the
Southern Right Whale Health Mossoring
Program.

The leading hypothesis is that the
whale calves are suffering infections from
marine bacteria that can emer their
bochies theough injuries infliceed by kelp
gulls, Uhast sald.

l IeSERENONS I Argenting are trying

a2yq

Hescarchers are searching for the
dead calves by boat, plane and
drome; they phestography amd
examine the carcasses, racing
agalnst decomposition to collect
tissue samples For testing

For decades, the seuldrds have pechnd
# whabes surfacing 1o bresthe, prgng on
their skin and blabbser, Aduls keam o
surface with omly thetr heads exposed,
hoeping thetr Bucks underwater msd ot
of peach of the pulls. Caves can e do

that musmoeunre, leaving e vulnerable |

o amacks

The o casowss hunve Do wasdidig
amhove arowmd the gull oty of Paerto
Madeyn, inchading nese the contral
watertront where they alarm resdents
s bousriste. Resaderiis have roported
humdreds of them, but resesechers
declined 10 give a death soldl, saying that
wingdd become clear after the seanom ends
wound Libe Soverrder

Uhar amd a team of Dhologises,
vetsermar e, and park rangers have been
searching the area ke the dead calves
fron shoee and with Boats, planes, and
drones

The wark s grossome: they
photograph and examine the bodies,
racing st decomposition so collect
skin and ongan samgpdes for testing o 2
veserinary school Gether north, 0 dw
cty of Tandil. Bacveria have dready been
detected in those thanes, bl reseurchers
are still culvering sampdes o identity the
mucrotes and determine whether
Indection was the Conse of death, she sakd

Even if bacteria are o hkene
pesearchers must il determine why they
have become so deadly thes year

Changes I mawrine conditions ke
war g s lemperatuees, otertsdhy
linked 10 climare changes or El Nimo, conld
comtrilnge 1o “this perfect storm where
this hacteria is powerful encugh w
overcotne the iemesdty of the Budsbes and
Case ther deads.” Uharm sald. “So w the
externt that we can, we 'l try o idemtitfy »
least what [actors may be triggering this
evert and making # so massve *

Righe whales pon thedr name from
whalers who constderad them the “right”
admak 0o hunt because they suwam
shows by, staryed] chone 30 shore and Nosted
when killed, acconding o the
ternational Whaleg Commpsion, a
Poted body tasked wieh regulaning
whaling

Although Begal hnmting contimued lmo
the 197°0s, somthern righet whalbes hawve
adualy rebounded since ganing
irderretional protection m 19008

Bar thedr recovery remadns threamensd
by thw sarmw pressures Socing whubes
wirldwide: doclinmg food sepples,
fisdring ear entanglements, ofl spull, and
ships sty fhes.
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Bird islands

Indiars conservation eflores must go
bevond svymbolism

his week, at the Desert National Park in
T Jaisalmer, two maale Great Indian Bustards

were redeased into the wild it was a cere-
mony with considerable bureacranc pomg; the
Union and the Rajasthan Ervironment Ministers
were in attendance, The conservation plan now
has 97 bards, with nine more awaiting release. OF
these, 57 are captive-bred and have produced 29
chicks this year and 24 last vear. These are nots-
ble pumbers for a species with a population of
around 120 that has teetered on the brink of ex:
tinction for nearly half a cenury. It Is worth re
counting the bird's comservation travails, Omith-
ologist Salimn Al wanted it as the natiomal bird, so
that protectson would follow; the Indian Board
for Wildiife chose the peacock instead. Numiber-
ing about 1,260 in 1969, it dipped 1o 600 by 2000,
and 10175 in Rajasthan by the 2010s. Hunters,
rowal ones iInchuded, prized the bird, with shoot
Ing reportedly lasting into the lase 1970s. The rise
of irrigation n Rajasthan led to the grasslands,
whach were once dismassed as “wastelands,” give
way to irrigated, pesticidesoaked fields and
roads makingg the bird more valnerable, The moss
recent threat came in the foem of high-tension
power lines. As a heavy bird, the buszard 1ends o
fiy at the same hetght as power lnes and has poor
vissan. The Supreme Court in 2021 ordered that
low-voltage lines In priority habitats be under-
ground. After opprobrium from renewable ener-
gy companies, on the grounds that this compro-
mised the economics of solar power, the Court
modiHied the order requiring that only a subset of
the power lnes - those part of the bird's “critcal’
habitat - be made underground.

While the cultural links of the "Godiman’ - the
bard's local name - to Ragasthan's habitat are now
part of government and private marketing eforts,
there are several other birds that are ot a8 fortg-
nate. Nearly 1,256 bird species, sbout 11.5% of the
world's togal, are classified as threatened. Skylark
mumbers have Gllen nearly 80% and Indian rall
ers 0% in 12 years. India's conservation policy is
captive to symbolism. A tigress from Valmiki
Sown to Buxa; African cheetahs in enclosures;
Gir's lions, confimed o Saurashtra and straying in-
1o bumsan habitations stoking conflict; the Delhi
Ridge, being plamted with peepal and bamyan thae
l‘!'ﬂ'lwﬂ‘ say do not hrlnng 0 s dry n‘ulrg).
The conservation ethas - on paper emphasising
coexistence between the wild and buman - i
practically promoting islands and African-style
reserves. These have merits but populations that
theve inside walls overflow o villages and
Belds, as India’s challenges with elephants show,
Landscapes, not species, ought 1o be the uni of
conservation,

)
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‘Hasina’s activities pose challenge to
planning Bangladesh PM’s India trip’

Kallol Bhattacherjee
DHAKA

The activities of deposed
premier Sheikh Hasina and
her team pose the “princi-
pal challenge” to planning
a visit to India by Bangla-
desh Prime Minister Ta-
rique Rahman, State Minis-
ter for Foreign Affairs of
Bangladesh Humaiyun Ko-
bir said on Monday.

Responding to ques-
tions from The Hindu on
the sidelines of the ongo-
ing Bay of Bengal Conver-
sation organised by Dha-
ka's Centre for Governance
Studies (CGS), Mr. Kobir
emphasised the impor-
tance of “strategic autono-
my” for Bangladesh and
said India has to appreciate
the “challenges of a newly
elected government” in
Bangladesh.

“The visit will be bilater-
al but there are challenges
and through dialogue we
will overcome them. The
principal challenge is not
too much to ask for. Sheikh
Hasina and her team are
stationed in Delhi and they

Humaiyun Kobir

are trying to destabilise a
foreign country sitting in
Delhi. This does not bene-
fit India either,” Mr. Kobir
said, calling on India to res-
train Ms. Hasina.

Mr. Kobir accused Ms.
Hasina of killing around
2,000 Bangladeshi citizens
during the crackdown of
the uprising of July-August
2024 and described her as
a “terrorist”.

He said Bangladesh’s pe-
ople need a “clean break”
from the past as they have
sacrificed lives in the pro-
cess of overthrowing the
previous government of
Ms. Hasina that ruled for
more than 15 years.

The Minister, however,
said there are ongoing talks
with India that have been
welcomed in Dhaka.

“We are seeing some
positive signs as India is
trving to restrain them
(Ms. Hasina and her
group). That is the norm
between two countries. If
they are restrained, then
there will be no problem in
the [bilateral] relation-
ship,” said Mr. Kobir assert-
ing that ties with India are
a priority for Dhaka. “The
visit of Prime Minister will
take place at a conducive
time and I am hopeful. PM
has never said that he will
not visit [India),” said Mr.
Kobir highlighting the role
of Indian High Commis-
sioner Dinesh Trivedi in
this regard.

Indian envoy’s role

“The Indian High Commis-
sioner here is doing a good
role. He is trying and hope-
fully Delhi will be receptive
to his opinion and if they
give importance to his opi-
nion, then we are ready to
engage across the board.

We are carrying out our
consultations,” said Mr. Ko-
bir describing the Awami
League leadership as a
“hindrance” to normalisa-
tion of New Delhi-Dhaka
ties.

The State Minister of Fe
reign Affairs said that Bar
gladesh is ready to discuss
all issues but expects some
“reciprocation”. “When
two governments sit down
to discuss keeping in mind
national interests, all is-
sues can be addressed,” he
said arguing that Bangla-
desh will not allow anyone
to work against India’s in-
terest sitting in Dhaka and
he expects similar action
from India.

Earlier, Mr. Kobir deli-
vered a “ministerial ad-
dress” at the Bay of Bengal
Conversation and said Ban-
gladesh seeks “strategic au-
tonomy” in foreign affairs
but will maintain strong re-
lation with global
stakeholders.

(The correspondent is
visiting Dhaka as a guest of
the Centre for Governance
Studies)
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India, Switzerland agree to expand

defence, nuclear cooperation: Modi

The Hindu Burcau
NEW DELHI

India and Switzerland have
identified new opportuni-
ties for cooperation in
areas of defence and nu-
clear energy, Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi said,
following a bilateral meet-
ing with Swiss President
Guy Parmelin on Monday.

Agreements signed by
the two sides included one
to extend visa durations
and student permits.

Mr. Parmelin is in India
tor a three-day visit to com
memorate the first anni-
versary of the Trade and
Economic Partnership
Agreemeni _ITEPA) bet-
ween India and the four
country European Free
Trade Associatic “FTA),
which came into TOrce on
October 1, 2025,

“Today, we identified
new opportunities  for
cooperation in military ex-
changes and defence pro-
duction,” Mr. Modi said in
a statement following the
meeting. “We also agreed

Swess President Guy Parmelin and Narendra Modi at a joint press
meet at Hyderabad House in New Dethi on Monday. an

to further deepen coopera
tion in nuclear energy.”

The two countries also
signed an agreement on
transport, mobility, and in-
frastructure, “We invite
Swiss infrastructure com-
panies to invest in India at
a large scale and partick-
pate in capacity building,
design, and manufactur-
ing,” Mr. Modi said.

Mr. Parmelin is accom-
panied by a large business
delegation, underscoring
the Swiss business com-
munity’s desire to make

the most of the TEPA. Ho
wever, the Swiss President
noted that there are unfin-
ished aspects, which will
spur further investments
once complete,

“To continue stimulat-
ing investment, Switzer-
land hopes to conclude an
investment protection
agreement quickly,” Mr.
Parmelin said. “In this con-
text, it is equally importamnt
to achieve results in the
discussions on intellectual
property protection.”

The two countries

signed five agreements, in
cluding Memorandums of
Understanding (Mol)) and
Letters of Intent (Lol),
across a wide variety of
sectors, the External Afl-
fairs Ministry said.

Multiple-entry visas

The Mol on Migration and
Mobility Partnership “aims
to develop migration and
mobility cooperation un-
der equal treatment princi-
ples, and to prevemt and
combat irregular migra-
tion/human exploitation/
trafiicking in accordance
with national laws.” the
MEA said.

“It provides for multi-
ple-entry visas for up to 5
years, including stays of up
to 6 months on each visit,
and renewable 1-year stu-
dent permits,” it added.

The Agreement on the
Exchange of Young Profes-
sionals covers young peo-
ple taking up temporary
employment in the other
country to enhance their
professional and language
skills within their field.

— |
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More demands on U.S. deal
‘very difficult’: Sitharaman

Finance Minister says US. is ‘weaponising tarifis to address its trade imbalance instead of working
through dialogue; says Indias Russian oil imports did not play determinative role in EU FTA talks

NEW DELHI

egotiations for the
India-U.S. trade
deal have reached a
“plateau”, where it wil
now be “very difficult™ t
add to the list of deman
and concessions that hav
been agreed to, Union Fi
nance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman  said on
Monday.

Speaking at the Munich
Leaders Meeting here, Ms.
Sitharaman said that In-
dia’s imports of Russian oil
did not feature as a condi-
tion during the negotia-
tions for its free trade
agreement with the Euro-
pean Union, which is set 10
be signed in December this
year.

“One thing about the
L.S. agreememt, which Is
yet to get finalised, it has
been a hard and very rigo-
rously negotiated agree-
ment,” the Finance Minis-
ter said. “The negotiations
are still ongoing but we
would like to believe that
both sides have reached a
plateau beyond which giv-
ing or taking might be very
difficult.”

She added that a predo-

minant feature of the In-
dia-ULS. rade relationship
is that India has a substan-
tial trade surplus, someth-
ing the US. is looking o
address,

Addressing imbalance
However, she also high-
lighted the change in the
way that this imbalance is
being addressed.

“The trade imbalance
with China for India, for in-
stance, since 2014 has been
growing exponentially,”
Ms. Sitharaman said. “So,
when you are talking about
trade imbalance being the
sole criteria, to what extent
beyvond negotiation can

you #0?7 Negotiation used
o be the only platform
through which countries
could highlight the discre-
pancies and lopsidedness.”
“Tarifls have become
weaponised. So I can prob-
ably take the same posi-
tlon, can | not, with China,
because the trade with it is
so lopsided? But no, you
can't. You will have to talk
it out. You will have to ne-
gotiate and have a give-
and-take,” she said.
Regarding the India-EU
FTA, Ms. Sitharaman said
that Europe does not at the
moment have any legisla-
tion like the Lindsey O.
Graham Sanctioning Rus-

sid and Iran Act of 2026 in
the US., which provides

for a tariff of up to W
countries that are

jor buyers of Russia's oil
and gas.

“A lot of things get dis
cussed, formally and infor-
mally,” she said.

“In Euwrope, as far as |
understand it, there is no
equivalent of a Lindsey
Graham Bill. A lot of con-
versations happen but |
don’t think there was a
card on the table saying
this [India's Russian oil
purchases| was going to
determine what we do
next in the negotiation.”

Also speaking at the
event, Benjamin Haddad,
the French Minister Dele-
gate for Europe, said that
the India-EU FTA Is also
sending a strong political
and strategic message to
the world that the two eco-
nomies are loyal, predicta-
ble, and reliable partners.

“And in this moment,
where trade relations are
being weaponised, we are
showing that we are actual-
ly promoting a world of
cooperation and maultilat-
eralism,” Mr. Haddad said,
stressing on integration of
economies.
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Kaliningrad emerges as flashpoint amid

rising tensions between Russia and NATO

Moscow has accused the alliance of increasing milicary pressure around the strategic exclave and has sent a formal diplomatic note 1o the NATO
over what it sees as attempts to isolate the territory: however, NATO has rejected the accusations, sayving its activiges in the region are ‘defensive

NEWS ANALYSES

Smritl Sudesh

n October 1, Rus

sian President Via-

dimir Putin issued
A warnmng 10 the West, In a
grand hall in Moscow, Mr.
Putin sat before an au-
dience of foreign policy ex-
perts at the Valda Descus
shon Chub. “M it comes 10 &
direct attack on the Rus-
sian Federation... then, ol
course, the question of the
Russsian Federation deploy-
ing all types of weapons al
our country’s disposal will
nevitably and immediate-
by be on the agenda. This is
mevitable.”

He was referring 1o
Kalimingrad.

Mr. Putin continued 10
insist that Moscow had no
plans to attack anyone
neither in 2029, not in
2030, not even in 2080,
But if aggression came, he
said, Russia would be com-
pelled to respond. Euror
pean citizens, be added,
should understand this
clearly. The warning did
not appear out of nowh-
ere. For months, NATO
(North Atlantic Treaty Or
ganization) countries have
been increasing military
activities in the Balic Sea
and around Russia's west-
ern borders.

Russia has accused the
allance of increasing mili-
tary pressure around Kali
ningrad and has sent a for-

mal diplomatic note 10
NATO over what Mosoow
SOes a8 attempls o sokate
the territory. NATO, ho-
wever, hus rejected those
accusations, sayng Its ac
tivities n the region are
‘defensave’.

“I can condirm tha Rus-
sia sent a non-paper to NA-
TO and that we have sem &
response, noting that NA-
TO is a defensive allance
and none of our activities
OF exercises pose a risk 1o
any part of Russsa,"™ said o
liance spokesperson Alli-
son Hart. “We strongly de-
nounce the threat of foree,
inchuding any irresponsi-
ble muclear rhetoric,” she
aclded.

Part of Moscow's reac
tion, according to Fiman-
cial Times, was also direct-
ed at recent British media
coverage of the exchve, in
cluding a Sky News docw
mentary depicting a B¢
tional WAr-ZaAming
SOSTIATHO,

So what is Kaliningrad?
Kaliningrad is a Russian ex
clave; a piece of sovereign
Russian territory that is
separated from the rest of
the country by land. It sits
on the Baltic Sea, wedged
between Poland and Lith-
uamia, both NATO mem
bers. It has no land border
with mainland Russia and
15 roughly the size of the
LS. state of Connecticut,
as Rewters describe,

It was formerly the Ger-
man city of Kinigsberg and
the capital of East Prussia

Ky stretche A ranor-wire lence along the Polah-Lithusnian boeder

with Kalmingrad near the 104-klometre-long Suwalsl Gap. #p

The Sondet Union 100k con-
trol of the territory after
the Red Armyy captured Ko-
nigsbery in April 1945 and
the victorious Allies divid-
ed East Prussia at the end
of the Second Woeld War.
The city was renamed
Kaliningrad in 1946, and it
was rebuilt as a Soviet mili-
tary and industrial centre.,
When the Soviet Unson ool
lapsed in 1999 and the Bal
tic states became indepen-
dent, Kaliningrad became
an exclave. Today, around
a million people live there.

Strategic importance

Not only is Kaliningrad a
military asset for Russia,
but also a vulnerability. Its
location gives Moscow a
military position close to
Poland, Lithuania, and the
rest of NATO'S eastern siche.
Russia has deployed air-de
fence systems, coastal-de-

fence missiles, and Iskan-
der missiles there, giving
the ability to project mili
Lary power across parts of
the Baltic region.

But Kalimingrad's loca-
ton s also ts weakness, it
is solated from mainland
Russia, surrounded by NA-
TO territory and the Baltic
Sea. In the event of 4 war,
Russia would find it much
harder to reinforce and
supply the terrtory.

The Suwalla Gap makes
this even more impaortant.
It s a narrow strip of land
between Poland and Lith-
uania and the only land
comnection between the
three Baltic states (Estonia,
Latvia, and Lithuania) and
the rest of NATO.,

The allance would need
to keep this corrkdor open
to move mulitary support
into the Baltie states n the
event of a conflict. Russia

has Kaliningrad on one
side of the gap and s ally
Belarus on the other. That
is why this area i so close-
Iy watched by both sides

The milicary geography
of the Balic region has
changed significanmtly since
Russia’s mvasion ol Uk-
raine in 2022, NATO has in-
creased s miary pre-
sence in the region, while
Finkhind and Sweden have
joined the allkance, funda-
mentally changing the stra-
teic geography of the Bal-
tic Sea.

NATO has also increased
maritime surveillance and
Bunched Baltic Sentry in
2025 1o strengrthen the pro-
rection of critical undersea
nfrastructure,

From NATO'S perspec-
tive, these measures are
defensive, but  Moscom
sees them differently. Rus-
sia has repeatedly accused
NATO of increasing mili-
tary pressure around #s
borders and and of trying
to limit Russia's influence.

NATO Secretary General
Mark Rutte responded by
saying the alliance had res
ponded to Russia's mes-
sage: “We are a defensive
allance. And stop the mu-
clear threats. This is abso-
lutely not called for and
not helpful.”

Thas is not the first time
Kaliningrad has become
the centre of warnings
from Russia to the West. In
2022 after the EU impaosed
sanctions on Russia follow
ing its invasion of Ukraine,

Lithuania restricted the
ransit of certain  sanc-
tioned goods through its
territory 1o Kaliningrad
Moscow called the move &
“blockade™ and threa
e retalisory e
sures. But the episode did
not Jead 10 direct military
conflict.

Russia has also repeal-
edly used Kalindngrad foe
military signalling, includ-
ing the deploymemt, and
exercises of nuclear-capa-
ble Iskander missiles. Rus-
sian ofbcials have repeat-
edly said an attack on
Kaliningrad would be treat-
ed a8 an attack on Russia
tsell

Possibility of a war
There is currently no evi-
dence that NATO is prepar
ing 1o stack or seize Kali-
ningra.  Mr.  Putin’s
bnguage was also framed
around what Russia would
do f it were attacked. This
appears a signalling rather
than an ultimatum.

But the risk of mescalcu
Lation is real.

Kaliningrad sits in one
of the most militarised
parts of Europe, with Rus
sian and NATO naval ves-
selds and military forces op-
erating in refatively close
proximity. Any mcident in-
volving a ship, aircraft or
military exercise coulkd the
refore escalate much fster
than exher side ntended.
Smriti Sudesh is a post-
graduate student at SOAS
University of London)
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Trio wins medicine

Nobel for ‘controlling’
neurons withlight — pNeob

S The Hinds Burean

CHENNA

A tro of scientbets was on
Monday dechired the win-
mers of the 206 Nobd
Prize in Physiology or Med
wine for discoveries ead
g o a technikqoe called
optogenetics, which allows
scedenbisds 80 control select
merve cells psng light

The Nabwl  Aswimbh
sk the work of the las
reales Karl Deisseroth,
Peter Hegetnaem, and Ge
oy Naged — allowwd new
roscience o move beyond
observing corrvlations ad
pesting how parcicukar new
mons and neural ceoults
are religed 10 ditferem be
aviours and emocions.
Today, oprogenstics helps
sclennsts  soody schioor
phrenla, depeession, Alx
heimer's and Parkinson's
diseases, and vest treat
ments o ressore vishon and
hearing hoss.

In the 19650s, Mir. Hege
mann, now @t Husboldt
Universey in Berlin, and
o veaen foumd that shining
Rpie om a microscope: Al
called Chlammydomonas ra-
Py trigmered s eleciric
signal within its body. He
reasoned thae the mole
cube Ervobved in detecting
Rt might be, or Enked 1o,
a prodein that bets cenain
Chuaraad oo voter ovlis

Opragenetics techmigue
The wam of Mr., Deisse

roth, who is at the Stanford
Universty in LS, pu
Blishend s fest sajor et
0 2006 wng rk neurons,
and a year Liter, the tech

mgue had s name:
optogenetics
In 2007, Mr. Deisse

roth’s group stiadated
specihc neurons In the
bratn of lrve moce wieh light
sent throwgh a skender
fbee-opaic cable, moving

Bright minds

e 0 won the Mo bed
for contn butons lowards

aptagenetics w0
helps in the study of
MO e, Geaiessan

O ALTs g s dneaw

| Puter Meperrann
“Sarix
- Jrseernly of

' Zerhr, Carmany

Karl Deasercth
Stwvhed

LY WU,

v
U3

La i g N e

Jryserukty of
Wirsberg,
Caimaany

the mioe’s whishers.

Smce  then, soemists
have used oplogensics 10
Idemaity networks In the
brain inwolved In pain, =
renton, skeep, memores,
and social betaviours,

Around 2000, Mr. Hepe-
marnm approached Mr. Na-
pel, currently at the Univer-
sity of Wurzburg In
Germany., who confrmed
the ¥dea in an expenimen,
The wam idemtibed two
profeins that were chan-
neks, and they opened
when exposed 1o light, My,
Hegemann and Mr, Nagel
showed that putting the
pene for this peotes in
mammal cells abso made
them sessitive o kgh.

A Staefoed University,
Mr. Dedsseroth realsed this
discovery could transform
the wiry sciemtsts soady the
brain. Genetic methods
could make sure the peo
tein was assochted with a
speciic set of neurons,
while lighe could turn
those neurons on or off.

The Liurcates will share
the proe, worth 12 moflion
Swedish  kronor  (R1L5
crore), equally
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