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The status of U.S. blockade on Cuba
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Rahul calls SIR ‘treason’ as INDIA

unites against ECI; MPs detained - @

Lol deads sit-in ar Akashwani Bhawan alter protest march 1o BCHheadguanrers stopped: P8V Modi stole vores 1o hijack the
coumntry’, he savs: Opposition leaders demand CECS remonval, suspension of SIR, and restoration of delesed names in rolls

Sobhana K. Nalr
NEW DEUE

st bess
“w i
o my

Country & treason,” Rahul
Gandba, the Leader of the
Opposttion m the Lok Sab-
ha, sakd om Tuesday even
as the Opposition parties
closed  ranks, msarching
fram Parliassent 1w the
Election Commisson of In-
dia’s (ECT) headquarters 10
demand the scrapping of
special intensive revision
(STR) of electord rolls, res-
toration of the names de-
leted from the rollks, and
sacking of Chief Eleczion
Comenissdomner  Gyanesh
Kitttiar,

Lager i the evening, M,
Candibd, his sister - Wava
nad MPF Privanka Gasxihi
Ve a, and other MPs were
forcibily removed, detained
and huddled into 2 bus
even as Mr. Gandhl resis
ed, amempting 0 wrigge
ol ol the  vebacke's
window,

Before being detained,
Mr. Gandhi, along with Ms.
Vadea and Congress keader
K.C. Venugopal, beld a sin-
in @ Aksshwvars Bhavan,
Just a lew metres from Nir-
vachan Sadan, where the
prosest march was stopped
0 am. by Delhi Police,

Around 6 pum the Con-
gress reached out to all
parties to joim the stin .
Irinamoal Congress's De
rek O Brien and Mahua
Momtra, Indian Union Mus-
lim Leagoe (IUML)s ET.
Muhammad Basheer, and
Samapwadi Parnty (SPYs Mo
hibullah Nadhi, who were
remmoved earbier in the day
by the police, returmed 10

"‘f
- N

—.\"‘

:

-

Rally el Congreu leadens Rabvl Gard® ard Proyardes Gandhs Viades on basrcades dunng the INCIA bloc- led protent musch, dermunsdhng

[hiet Bection Commissoner Gyanesh Kumar's resigrabion, In New Dedhi on

Jorin Mr. Gl

While the Aam Asdmi
Party and Dravida Munne-
tra Kazhagam stayed away
fram the procest, a8 19 par
ties that sttended the Sep-
tember 30 Inddian Natioesal
Developmental, Inclusive
ARance (INDIA) meeting
were represensed at the sh
in. Top Opposition beaders,
including SP cheel Akhibesh
Yadav, Trinamool general
secretary Abhishek Bamer
jee, Shiv Sena (UBTYs San
jay Rawt, and Nationalist
Coogiress Party 15y Su-
priva Sule, were seen walk-
Ing together.

For the first cime, Blju
Jamata Dal, which main-
1ains a detance from both
the ruling sde and the IN

[HA Bloc, joined in

Me Yadav accused the
ECI of working for the 2P,
“Ondy HIF members can
voee. BIP's workers can be
Imdia's cizens,” he said,
scosing the government
of using multiple measures
1o “steqal the mandase”. He
acoused the ECI of espe
cially targeting the = Pichudy,
Dt sl .W'ulnih]ul
(FDW"  (backward, Dalit
anx] manocities).

Mr. Banerjee was seen

raising sogars  while
standing  beside  Mr
Gandia

The march begam o
.30 am from Makar
Dwar of Parbiament, with
thee Jesschers carrying a ban-
ner reading:  “Election

Towrarlyy Yowen € 0 v auA
Commission s compen
misand — Sack Gyanesh Ki-
mar”,

Slogans suach as “wote
chor gaddl chodh™ {voee
thief leave the seat), “Gya-
nesh Kusnar snifs do® Gy
nesh Kumar resign) were
rased, and leaders were
seem carryving placands
reading “RIP & CEC ha™
and "Democracy not e
safle®

The detained Parlia
mentarians were taken 1w
Kingsway Camp police sta-
tom. They were relessed
later a2 10415 pm. The IN-
IMA bloc will hold amother
peotest oo Wednesday.

MORSE REFORTS
*PAGES

Could not accept
‘unusual demand
for meet outside
premises: BCI

NEW DELID

e Election Commission of
inda |EO)| sa8 on Tuesday
that INDIA Bloc parten had
demanded a mesting with the
Al commission at 3 verwe
outsde its prosmses which wan
“unesedl” and therelore “coud
net 2o accepied”, The EC) sad
that it had propasd that i
sereor-most offioer on duty
could be sere to the meeting
vinee, 208ag that this
“unprecedenind” ofler wan
ssc dechred by the peoletng

leaders. o PAGL §
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Centre plans five-pronged reforms
as GST Council meets tomorrow

Youlube Homework

» [Direct & Indirect Tax

T.CA, Sharad Raghavan
NEW DELHI

The Centre will propose a
five-pronged plan for the
next set of reforms to the
Goods and Services Tax
(GST) system at the up
coming GST Council meet
ing on Thursday, according
to sources in the Union Fi
nance Ministry.

These reforms are
almed at automating and
easing a lot of the curremt
administrative bottlenecks
in the GST system, and re
ducing the compliance
burden, especially for
small businesses. Rates, in-
cluding the GST on the
Merchant Discount Rate
(MDR) on UPI transactions,
will not be on the agenda.

The proposal covers
process reforms, structural
reforms, ease of living and
doing business, exports of
services, and e-commerce.

Some of the key changes
proposed involve automat-
i invoice matching bet-
ween buyers and sellers,
reducing paperwork

L‘! Process reloem

S Structural
&= Ease of ving and

A Trxport of services

reforms

Aoing Dusiness

b OTMIMEerce

Input tax
credits (ITC), reducing the
number of times small tax-
pavers have to file returns,
and removing multi-State
registrations for small busi-
nesses  looking tw  sell
across the country.

Relief measures
The Centre will share a
concept note with States
on allowing small tax
payers who supply only to
consumers to file their re-
turns once a yvear instead
of once a month as s cur-
rently the case,

At the moment, provid-

The l'lfl,’)(‘,’..]l'. "

¢
s

and w0
xporters . TS

be discussad at the GST

il meeting and, if approved, will be

mgpemented in a staggered manner

ing a service to a foreign
client through a branch
abroad is not counted as
export of service. The
Centre will propose to
amend this to categorise
such businesses as export.

At the moment, 61% of
taxpayers receive their
GST registration within
three working days with-
out the need for a tax offic-
er's involvement, an ofh-
cial in the Union Finance
Ministry said. The Centre
will now propose a stream-
lining of processes for the
remaining taxpavers so as
to avoid “unnecessary qu-

eries™ and rejections,

Further, the Centre will
propose an upgrade to the
existing invoice manage
ment system to match in-
voices in such a manner
that corrections and
changes made to an in-
voice by the seller are re-
corded at each step and au-
tomatically reflected in the
buyer’s invoice,

“This would avoid a
large number of notices is-
sued to taxpayers due to in-
voice mismatches.” the of-
ficial explained.

At the moment, busi-
nesses complain that their
input tax credits are often
held up because their sup-
pliers have not filed their
returns. The Centre is now
trying to address this issue.

Further, the Centre will
propose that ordinary bu-
siness costs, that currently
do not get refunded as ITC,
should be brought into the
ITC system. In addition,
taxes paid on input servic-
es, earlier not eligible for
ITC, will be proposed to be
made eligible.

», GST Act
if GST Council
2214
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Surya, India’ first indigenous
fleet support ship, launched

It is a floating supply powerhouse that can sustain protracted, high-intensity naval engagements:
Rajnath urges Indian shipyvards to look bevond sell-reliance and aim at international markets

V. Kamalakara Rao
VISAKHAPATNAM

nion Defence M
U nister Rajnath
Singh launched the

Navy's fArst indigenous
fleet support ship (FSS-1),
named Surya, and laid the
keel for the fifth vessel of
the series, FSS-5, at Hin-
dustan Shipyard Limited
(HSL) in Visakhapatnam
on Tuesday.

The ceremony was at-
tended by Chief of the Na
val Staff Admiral Krishna
Swaminathan, Defence Se
cretary  Rajesh  Kumar
Singh, Secretary (Defence
Production) Sanjeev Ku-
mar, Flag Officer Com-
manding-in-Chiel of the
Eastern Naval Command

Homemade vessel: Rajnath Singh speaking at the launch of the

feet support ship, Sunya, in Visakhapatnam on Tuesday. ¥ RAN

Vice Admiral Sanjay Bhal
la, HSL CMD Rear Admiral
C. Raghuram, and other
dignitaries,

The Minister urged In-
dian shipyvards 10 look
beyond self-reliance to-
wards global competitive
ness, aiming to serve inter-

national markets, build a
presence in marine tech-
nology, and provide ad
vanced ship repair servic
es.

The massive Fleet Sup-
port Ship (FSS) initiative is
backed by a landmark
T19.000-crore contract

between the Ministry of
Defence and HSL 1o con-
struct five indigenous auxi
liary vessels.

The FSS platform, with
82% indigenous content,
serves as a floating supply
powerhouse, engineered
o sustain protracted, high-
intensity naval engage-
ments and battle groups
far from home ports.

Its internal storage
holds up 10 20,000 wonnes
of high-speed diesel, 2,500
tonnes of aviation turbine
fuel, fresh water, alongside
dry cargo containers for
ammunition and spares, It
can simultaneously trans{-
er fuel, stores, and person-
nel to multiple warships to
maintain continuows high-
seas deployment.

- (Fl-e-e-t.Support Ship) 21396 A 2026 1 faemaEmay § %g'{?ﬂ'-l
feTaTE fatee (HSL) ¥ = foram )

e fiig:

TR Tefte @are f39 (FSS)

_v

A / farrama=: @ 43,500 2

fRwtoreRat: fgeam farare fafiwee (HSL), fammamrem

T T GHE H AT WA AT 3 ZETa1 i 99, TR, Tal-ares, JisH
3T gt (Replenishment at sea) JaTd h{TI

oo Weed: 30 ST AT F e &l IR-a1 §eUTE (Port) 9 aT99 81
T g2, oo 3 & g9g a9 fée geErr &3 (I0R) § d91d 1@ ot 311 9Rd
E9) G’g’fl &HAT  IRE=TeH |1 (Operational Reach) E i
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More than half of overnight
travel is by bus: NSO survey

India’s first national travel survey i

558%0l overnight household journeys are by bus and 177%
- e

by_rail; two-wheelers are main mode of transport for daily work, accounting for 426% of journeys

Jagriti Chandra

NEW DELMHI

uses are used sig
nihcantly more
than trains for

overnight travel in India,
with more than half of all
household overnight jour-
neys undertaken by bus,
according to the country’s
first-ever National House-

hold Travel Survey re
leased by the National Sta-
tistics Office (NSO) on
Monday.

The survey found that
55.8% of overnight house-
hold journeys are underta-
ken by bus, compared with
I7.7% by inter-city railways,
Together, buses and rail-
ways account for nearly
three-fourths, or 73.5% of
all overnight travel, Cars
account for 15.1% of such
journeys, while two-wheel-
ers make up another 8.8%.

Railway use is signifi-
cantly higher among urban
households, About 22.7%
of urban houscholds use
rail for overnight journeys,
compared with around 4%
of rural households.

Overnight journeys, ho-
wever, are largely not un
dertaken for tourism. The
survey found that 70.2% of

The survey found that 70.2% of overnight household trips are for
soual, commurncation, and religious purposes. FILE PHOTD

overnight household trips
are for soclal, communica-
tion, and religious purpos
es, Culture, leisure, sports
and tourism account for
just 7.4% of such trips.

The daily commute
The pattern  changes
sharply when it comes to
daily travel to work. Two-
wheelers are the dominant
mode of transport for
workers, accounting for
42.6% of journeys. Their
share rises to 52.3% among
urban workers, compared
with 37.1% in rural areas.
Public transport has a
much smaller share of dai-
lv workforce mobility na-
tionally. Buses account for

6.7% of work trips, while
trains, the monorall, and
trams together account for
2.1%. However, urban mass
transit is  considerably
more important in some
States and cities.

In Maharashtra, metro,
suburban rail, monorail,
and trams accoumt for
20.7% of urban worker
commutes, followed by
West Bengal at 16.5% and
Delhi at M.4%, against the
national urban average of
S%.

The survey also shows
that most Indians have re-
latively short daily com-
mutes,

The average journey to a
fixed workplace takes 25

minutes, with the average
rising to 27 minutes in ur-
ban areas.

The average monthly ex-
penditure on commuting
to a fixed workplace is T785
per worker.

Urban workers spend
substantially more, at
{1,044 a month, compared
with ¥612 for rural work-
ers. Male workers spend an
average of 835 on their
commute each month,
against ¥533 for female
workers.

The survey also high-
lights a gender disparity in
workforce mobility. While
61.9% of male workers un
dertake work-related trips
of more than one kilo-
metre, the corresponding
share for women is only
41.9%,

There is also a gender
gap in commuting expen-
diture: male workers
spend an average of 835 a
month, compared with
533 for female workers.

The National Household
Travel Survey, conducted
between July 2025 and
June 2026, covered
4,92,023 households and
20,34,371 people across
14,274 villages and 10,377
urban blocks.
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There is no one-size-fits-all
approach to climate action, &

India says at pre-COP3I talks

Jacob Koshy
NEW DELHI

Union Environment Minis-
ter Bhupender Yadav has
called for equal attention
to adaptation, mitigation,
and means of implementa-
tion as the world heads to-
wards the United Nations
Climate Change Confe-
rence, or COP31 Summit,
in Antalya in Turkiye in No-
vember.

The principles of equity
and Common but Differen-
tiated Responsibilities and
Respective  Capabilities
(CBDR-RC) must be upheld
“in letter and spirit,” Mr.
Yadav said.

Addressing the Leaders’
Plenary in Fiji, where he is
leading India's delegation
to the United Nations Fra-
mework Convention on
Climate Change’s
(UNFCCC) pre-COP31
meetings, Mr. Yadav said
there could be no “one-

Bhupendra Yadav

size-fits-all” pathway to cli-
mate action.

Local studies and as-
sessments, he said, were
key to identifying emerg-
ing challenges, mitigation
and adaptation measures,
and the resources needed,
a press statement from the
Environment Ministry
said. The talks in Nadi, Fiji,
and on the atoll nation of
Tuvalu, co-hosted by Aus-
tralia, Fiji and Tuvalu, are a
precursor to the COP31 in
Turkive. Referring to In-

5 UM

van el

dia’s long coastline and is-
lands, Mr. Yadav said the
country understood the
challenges of Pacific Island
countries. Institution

such as the Indian Spage ( GD '\
Research Organisation, t

National Centre for Sus-

tainable Coastal Manage- 9
ment, and the National

Centre for Coastal Re-

search had built expertise

in coastal vulnerability as-

sessment, shoreline

change mapping, marine

spatial planning, and inte-

grated coastal
management.
Shared knowledge

India also uses space-based
Earth observation for sho-
reline monitoring, inunda-
tion assessment, cyclones,
extreme weather early
warning, and climate risk
assessment, Mr. Yadav
said, and offered to share
this knowledge with Pacific
partner countries.

Youlube Homework

—» UNFCCC

—

» UNEP
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In this Delhi studio, tintype brings

chemistry into every portrait

Tenvpe bs 2 tradivional, hand sade photograpiee process froen the mikd Eith commany thae made portrait photograpbn: moee acoessible oamsicke the Tormald and expersive
stuios of the seme it seems simple vet it conceals a process that desands soentific prectson - and therein Bes its chiaem
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0 oan g when 4 poriiad can be
ke 0 A Iracion of & second,

Wt, arthd and asdstags
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Universins. Somipan. spensds several
muremes making oo plunograph, mach
of the tizw ywrn! repetiing with
Jrertesdry

I s Daedbd NOR st M Kapouw
works with aetype, & P cormury
phatograprhic process i whiec b e s
w oo Seectls on o eetal plate

The Fomach photographer Adoiptw
Urundie Martis s coodted with
developing the echnbpee i 1855 Two
years ahwy Fredderich Sootr Archer
urvereed the wet platr coliodon proce.

ADetine By Gemanding
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ad thaesed wih docdsd; @ anphiaes 1he
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sraiden wet. Theor bk 2l 20 negative
spring froem, 0 deplicating tEEypes &
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e Lbowur-mersive crafting process, each
dageerrootype was 2 hivary hem

Temypes, however, afhwded portrsts
outsbde e saore Forinud . evpernne
phosographic stunbos of the period. In
dia o well, thw process formed part of
e carly Msdory of phesograptn

In 1864, 2 Rrissh photagrapher rosned
T Murray mtrochacoed Soracel Ram Siagh B
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Accomding o Nir. Kapaor, the Jaiprar
ol photograpiher Raes Sagh b sl
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handh meade process” My Kapoor skl ar
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Ast Scrnamb sty provomn

Ny, Kapoay Srst leane tenype
phamioggrapts during s measter’s degrve
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Break the chain

Incliza must focus on cultting
ransimission of keprosy

ble the prevadence of keprosy ooy

adults and cheldren and the grade-2

desability rate have dropped In Inda
over the last decade, its continued transmission
ey pockets comstrains ladia's abiliny 1o gagvt
targets outlined in the Natiomal Strasegic
ONSP) and Roadmap for Leprosy 200352007, By
2005, the nalonal prevalence had dropped 10

problem”. However, the gov
complacent and allowed the
sy survellance paee®™ane o the general
beakh s ulti-drug treatment regimens al-
) ened the time for which patients re-
mained formally registered, allowing prevalence
to Ball and transmission 10 contimee, Desability
due 1o leprosy began 1o rise in the early 2000s,
prosapling doorso-door screening. Todin
NSP is righe 10 Tocus o6 cuttiegl Iransmis
Bne with WHO. Since India’s children acqg
for around 465°% of all casees reported amoly
dren in 2035, the two prograsmes need o
0 tedems. The deop in disease burden b
been highly uneven — Chhattisgarh, harkhand,
Odisda, and Maharashira bear disproportionate
shares of the natiomal burden. According 1o the
202526 Natlonal Leprosy Elimination Pro
gramew report, cmly 48 districes Panve achievwd
wterruption of trassesssion’ (pending Held ver-
Bcation) against the projected 300

In 202526, workers screened more than W0
crare people In highly endemic areas, where
24,367 cases were detected, and ASHA workers
Baged sy 40 akh suspected cases, with
48,007 cases confirmed. Workers also adminis-
tered] single-dose rifampicin as  post-exposure
propinlaxis 10 90N of those 16.9 Lkh likely 10
Burve come in comtact, The government has aper-
ationadised dightal surveillanoe and is Seliberatiog
on wdng the MIP vaccine %0 acoelerae pathogen
clearance m patients deemed highly imfectious.
One persistens set of lacunae pertains o care: re
scarch has shown nerve damage In many patients
bry thve tiome they songght care, largely due 10 the
stigma, while many chmecal practitioners are un-
Samiliar with leprosy s pathology or misdiagnose
& as a skin condition. Reading these realities o0
gecher, the stme should double down on Incer
rugding transmission s make prevalence & se-
condary outcome. It should also resist the
tempeation 10 ease detection or revise its elimina-
thom targets - the 202526 report says the overall
ncidence overshot projections by 4%, Incidence
among children by 91.6%, and the grade-2 disabil-
xy rate by 34% - and instead redouble its invest
ments to meet the extant 2026-27 projections. Fi-
nally, it should comei its mgmented efforts «
ocations and sockal sestings where both lare dlag
nosds and transmission reman trenchant,

under 1 case per 10,000 people, pr

Werrld Health Ovganization (WHO) sofleciig 1
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Why growing trust in digital payments may be
leaving Indians more exposed to cybercrime
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Cyber fraud victims dissatisfied with banks over
delayed action and poor recovery support: study
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The Petroleum and Natural Gas Regulatory Board (PNGRB) new drive aims to add 50 kikh new piped gas connections, convert 40 kikh unbilled
connections into active users and register 50 lakh move users by the end of the fscal vear 2027 The broader objective is to accelerate its adoption

EXPLAINER

Saptaparmo Ghosh

he story so Fars
T The Petroleum and
Natural Gas Regula-

tory Board (PNGRE), along
with citygas distributors
and odmarketing compa
nies, October 1 launched
the Natiosal PNG Dyive 3.0
with the target of enrolling
S0 lakh  domestic-piped
natural gas (D-PNG) con-
nections by the end of the
fiscal year 2007,

The broader obgectve
was 10 acovlerste the adog-
tion of piped natural gas,
facilitate transition from |
quefied  petroleum gas
(LPG) to PNG and Further
ensure the existing infras
tructure for PNG s effec
tively utilised to attain
these abjectives.

Push for PNG
The governmemt's objec-
tive for promoting piped
natural gas across consum-
er segments primarily ress-
od on spurring accoess o
cleaner fuels and Increas
ing the role of natural gas
in the natioesal energy bas-
ket, This dwectly algns
with Inda's broader net-
2ero  commitments and
sustamahle  development
goals, as well as ensuring
access o cleaner, reliable
and sustainabie energy, it
had stated,

The PNG Drives there
fore were concenved as a
structured intervention

New wave: Piped Naturd Cat |PNG) irstaded in 2 house. THE MnDU

that sought 10 bridge the
Eap between metwork crea-
tion and consumer adop
tion, two imperative pillars
that were o expand the
adoption of piped gas
CCOsysiem.

Transitioning 1 piped
natural gas  received &
further impetus during the
West Asia orsis with varied
government orders that
sought 10 expedite poten
tlal rransiion. This was pr
marily aimed a1 easing off
pressure on LPG, supplies
ol which were bothered
because of the conflict
spannirg across the energy
ronite, Stral of Hoemuz

What is Drive 3.07

The National PNG Drive 3.0
5 not only tangeting to add
£0 hkh new domestic PNG
comnections but also to
commvert 40 lakh comnec-

As on Jume 0, Indlia haxd
174 croee PNG users
Vimong ofher thinggs, the
30 dirive seeks to hasten
the adoption in newh
comnmecte], semi-urbon
and rural areas

tlons Ineo active users and
register another 50 kb
users,

As on Jume 30, India had
1.74 crore PNG conmsumers
of which LIS crore were
billed consumers. Among
other things, the 3.0 drive
seeks 10 hasten adoption in
newly conmected, semi-ur-
b and rursd areas

it also rests focus on
cormverting connected-but-
unbilled consumers nto

ACTive Consusmers,

Albeit, in a broader con-
text, the dosure report for
PNG Drive 2.0 (published
July 7) had also apprehend-
ed abour the time taken for
converting consumer lnter
est Mo active usage.

“The pre-campaign b
selinee iesel! indscaed a sig-
nificant gap between con
nected domestic  PNG
users and billed users,” It
had observed. Thus, the
30 drive underlines this
among the imperatives

Additionally, the drive
would also endow focus on
maximising utilisatson and
gasincation ol exisring In
frastracture of ity gas
distnbutors.

According 1o the reguls-
or's estimates, the coun-
try at present has abowt 6.9
kikh inch-kms of lad pipe-
ine (inclusive of appeoxi-

masedy 2.5 hakh inch-kms of
steel pipeline and mare
than 4.41 kh Inch-kms of
MDPE pipeline), which can
cater to an additional 1.3
Crore Conmecinoms

Robust business  plan-
ning and supply chain rea-
diness were also under-
ned as an imperative o
complement  consumes
awareness and the adop
thon momentum that these
drives sought 1o acquire,

“Scaling PNG penetra
tion will reguire collabora-
tive material  planning
acrass CGD entites such as
gas meters, regulasors, ap-
plisnce valves, isolation
vahes, GI pipes and MDPE
pipes,” the report read.

It is essential 10 also
note that, on Auguss IS, 1o
encourage cny-gas diszrib
utors to spur the expan
sion of D-PNG, the Petro-
eum Ministry had
announced they would be
allocated an  additional
200 standand culbic metres
(SOMD of the Jower-priced
Admingstered Price  Me
chanisen natural gas for ev-
ery Incremental  billed
domestic PNG connection
they scale beyond the
threshold determined foe
their area of operation, Fi-
nally, the drve would also
ook to expand infrastruc-
ture I residential com
plexes and government co
lomies on a prarity basis.

Learning from Drive 2.0
Other than the mentioned,
the closure repoct high
Mgivted addressing con-

SUIMST AWareness in emeng
ing geographical areas (for
operabliity of PNG), Im
proved technology for in
stallation and affordability-
redated] potons as impera-
tives to spur uptake

The dasure report not-
ed consumer awareness re-
malned uneven across geo
graphical areas (GAs).

That is, the populace in
mature markets of city-gas
distribanoes were more fa-
milar with the benefits of
piped matural gas than
thase in emenging GAs who
often requared greater clar
ity about the process of ob
Lalmng & connection, sale-
1y aspects, comparative
achvaneages 1o LPG and bl
ing mechamism, among
other things. A related con-
cern was abour affordabdi
ty and addressing upfromt
costs, especially in the
CMergng GAs.

To address these con
cerms city-gas distributors
introduced varied schermes
such & security deposit
waivers and conversion in-
centives, among other
thangs

This was especially a
the peak of the West Asiy
orisis amid the governmenl
push lor a ransition 1
piped gas. The repoet also
called for a differentiated
strategy tor marure and
emerging  seographical
areas of OGD operations.

*Mature OGD markets
reqquire deeper consuimer
activation, balling cosver-
sion and service-leved en-
gagement, * it observed
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Houthis ‘hit’ Riyadh airport;
Yemen military claims gains

The group denies being pushed back and says it still controlled territory seized during its recent
advance along Yemens Red Sea coast; Rivadh airport is facing temporary cdosures of its airspace

Agence France-Presse
SANAA

emen's Houthis
Y (Ansar Allah)
claimed an attack

on the Saudi capital’s main
airport and on Tuesday de-
nied being pushed back by
government forces, who
have launched a major op-
eration to recapture lost
Lerritory.

The Houthi statements
come as Yemen's military
said it had removed the
pro-Iran group from areas
around the Bab el-Mandeb
strait, a Red Sea choke-
point, and the port city of
Mokha.

Claims by both sides in
Yemen have been impossi-
ble to independently veri-
fy, with the situation on the
ground moving fast and ac-
cess for journalists
difficult.

Houthi military spokes-
person Yahya Saree said
the group still held all terri-
tory seized last month
when they swept through
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Pro-government fighters celebrate while riding vehicles in a convoy
near the Bab el-Mandeb Strait in Taiz on Tuesday. AFe

coastal areas along the Red
Sea oil-and-cargo route,

Houthi hghters “have
full control over all their
advances on the ground”,
he posted on Telegram.

Mr. Saree said they had
carried out dozens of
strikes in the past few
hours targeting govern-
ment forces in Yemen's Al-
Jaw! and Marib regions,
while also attacking Taiz
governorate.

On Monday, the Houthis
said they had struck Ri-

vadh airport and a refinery
belonging to Saudi state oil
giant Aramco.

Loud explosions rattled
the Saudi capital on Mon-
day evening. They were
followed by another explo-
sion on Tuesday that
echoed through northern
parts of the city, residents
said.

Rivadh's King Khalid In-
ternational Airport is fac-
ing frequent temporary
closures of its airspace, ac
cording to tracking website

Flightradar24. Saudi auth
orities have not publicly
acknowledged the closures
or confirmed any strikes
targeting the facility.

But on Tuesday the civil
aviation authority said at
least three people were
wounded in attacks on Ja-
zan and Najran airports
near the Yemen border a
day earlier.

Saudi Arabia, the main
backer of the Yemeni go-
vernment, has been pro-
viding air support for the
counter-offensive
launched by governmemnt
forces.

Government forces
claimed late Monday that
they had achieved “victo-
ries on several fronts™. But
military sources with the
government refrained
from confirming Mokha's
recapture, only saying they
had cut the one supply
route to the area.

They also said they ex-
pelled the Houthis from
several areas in Taiz in the
southwest,
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Jeftrey Archer, bestselli
British novelist, dies at 86

Associated Press
LONDON

Bestselling British author
Jetfrey Archer, whose ca-
reer as a politician was de-
railed by a perjury convic-
tion, has died. He was 86.

Archer died “suddenly
and peacefully”™ at his
home on Monday, a day
before the global release of
his final novel, Adam and
Eve, publisher HarperCol-
lins said. Like his bestseller
Kane and Abel, the new
book follows a pair of bibli-
cally named characters
borm on the same day to
different social classes.

Both a celebrated auth-
or and scandal-plagued
politician, Archer’s profes-
sional life teetered bet-
ween triumph and turmoil
as he wrote his way
through a brief prison sen-
tence and returned to the
political arena.

His writing career
spanned five decades and
helped him bounce back
from financial ruin follow-
ing some bad investments,
His debut novel, Not a Pen-
ny More, Not a Penny Less,
hit the shelves in 1976 and
was said to have been in-

Jeffrey Archer climbed the ranks of Britain's Conservative Party
under Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher. NAGARA GOPAL

spired by his own expe-
rience nearly going
bankrupt.

He went on to spend 14
years and five months on
Britain's Sunday Times
bestseller lists and over five
years on The New York
Times bestseller lists, sell-
ing 300 million books
worldwide, according to
HarperCollins.

Political stint

Archer climbed the ranks
of Britain's Conservative
Party under Prime Minis-
ter Margaret Thatcher and
was appointed in 1992 to
the House of Lords by her
successor, Prime Minister

John Major.

Archer was cast out of
his political party just be-
fore he was jailed on perju-
ry charges in 2001.

Archer chronicled his
time behind bars in a
three-volume series titled
A Prison Diary. The me-
moirs — Hell, Purgatory
and Heaven - shared rare
insight into the lives of in-
mates in British prisons,
from the high-security
HMP Belmarsh to the
North Sea Camp open
prison.

Archer is survived by his
wife of 60 years, Dame Ma-
ry Archer, their two sons,
two granddaughters and
three grandsons, his pu-
blisher said.
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Hundreds held in French school students’ protests

Agence France-Presse
PARIS

Mass protests over decre-
pit conditions at France's
high schools descended in-
to sporadic violence on
Tuesday, leading to nearly
500 arrests and prompting
President Emmanuel Ma-
cron to call an emergency
meeting.

The protests started in
late September with stu-
dents blocking entrances
to hundreds of high
schools over complaints of
dilapidated facilities and

teacher shortages.

U.S. President Donald
Trump weighed in on
Tuesday to blame the un-
rest in France on “mass mi-
gration” and Islam, as he
pushed his global right-
wing narrative ahead of
tough midterm elections at
home.

In France, parents,
teachers and union work-
ers joined the high school
students’ movement in the
capital Paris and other
cities.

The Interior Ministry
said 256,000 people prot-

S

no

French

arge protesters during a demonstration by high

school and university students in Paris, France, on Tuesday. REUTERS

ested nationwide, while
union organisers put the fi-
gure at 450,000,

Mr. Macron was expect-
ed to meet top officials late
Tuesday, including Interior

Nunez
Minister

Minister Laurent
and Education

Edouard Geffray, in ree”T

ponse to the unrest, a go-
vernment source said.

At least 488 people were
arrested and 43 rs
of the security fo
wounded on T
Interior
announced.

Rights groups, unions
and the students have ac-
cused authorities of using
disproportionate force,

Police said “300 hostile
individuals™ attempted to
confront ofhcers.

Ministry
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Pioneer of IceCube
neutrino detector
wins physics Nobel

AEW DELHI

This year's Nobed Prize in
Phyysics will be awarnded o
Belgium-born Framcis Hal
ren, 82, for his contribe
Boms 10 [oeCube, 2 neutn
W observimory i the
Sounth Pode, and for the dis
covery of bagh-emergy new
rines  of  astrophysical
orign

While there are seversd
i et o & 1harse

extremely olusive parts
t‘hs. loeCube is designed to
find high-energy neutrinos
that are beleved 1o have
originaed  Bar in space
from mﬂmnr colsions
These “cosmic newtrinos”
with s.mxrl'. high ener
gu\ are very rare and an

vilume of ke =
nn\kd o imn an
adegute mumber of colls-
slons.

Mr, Haleens, who & pre
sently at the University of
Wisconsin-Madeson in the
US., Srst presented his w-
sion lor capouring neutrs
mos M the South Mole in
NS Pure, Bsturbed
ice is an deal medium to
capture these neutrinos
when they oo »uml!

ollide with ﬂ o xled
lhr\ prochace Iu »-] per-
tches that anmounce themy
sehves as a fash of pale
blue lighe.

The South Poke's ioe has
sy advantages, as it =
free from various types of

interferenceand the srvas ound

peologically stable. Mr
Halzen's ldea caggle on
and, just a few years Later,
preliminary testng  was
conduceed on sensors In
lce. keCube covers an en
mre ocubie kikimetre (or

about N7 million litres of m, 2

water) and was complesed
in 2000, It has 5360 opeical
sensors 1o detect the Che

Franen ol pen

renkov light produced by
DEUDEEO Inleractions, with
s principal sclemtine focus
on  higher-enengy  astro-
phoyvsical neutrinos

The Cherenkov lghe s
the blue Bash prodaced
when & charged particle
travels through a transpa-
rent medium faster than
Mght cam rtravel through
that mex lium. Researchers
eported the first  high
SNETIRY COSIMIC neutrmos in
2003 and, m 2008, traced
one such newtrino 1o a dis
taet Dkazar, & galaxy with &
supwrmassive black hole &

xs centre thae fires a jet of

particles and radiatson al
mast  directly towards
earth,

“Francis Haleen hus I
an meernatiomal team of re
searchers and engmeers
who have provided s with
A fantastic instrusment, His
temaciy amxd scentific vi-
son has paved the way for
a new kind of astronomy,”
Mark Pearce, Char ol the
Nobel Commitiee for Phoys-
o8, s The nesstrino inte-
ractions that are contm
y collecied by loeCube
will provide researchers
with knowledge about the
violent settings in which
high-energy neutrinogs can
be created - and could
even reveal previously un
inown cosmic phenome
staterment added,
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Air Marshal Ashutosh
Dixit appointed next

Indian Air Force chie

Saurabh Trivedi
NEW DELHI

Air Marshal Ashutosh Dixit
has been appointed the
next Chief of the Air Staff,
the Defence Ministry an-
nounced on Tuesday.

He is currently the Vice-
Chief of the Air Staff and
will take over the top post
on October 31, succeeding
Alr Chief Marshal Amar
Preet Singh, who retires on
the same day.

Air Marshal Dixit will be
the 29th Chiel of the Air
Staff. A fighter pilot with
nearly four decades of ser-
vice, he has more than
3,500 hours of flying expe-
rience on a range of air-
craft, including the Mir-
age-2000, MiG variants,
Jaguar, 1L-78, Hawk, and
Tejas, the Ministry said.

Key operations
Commissioned into the
fighter stream of the In-
dian Air Force on Decem-
ber 6, 1986, Air Marshal
Dixit has held several key
operational and  staff
appointments.

Before taking over as
Vice-Chief of the Air Staff,
he served as Chief of Inte-
grated Defence Staff to the
Chairman, Chiefs of Staff
Committee (CISC) at Head-
quarters Integrated De-

Alr Marshal Ashutosh Dixa

fence Staff and as Air Ofhe:
er Commanding-in-Chief
of the Central Air Com-
mand. During his career,
he has commanded a fron-
thine hghter airbase in the
Western Sector and a fight-
er training base in the
Southern Sector.

He has also been in
volved in several opera-
tons and exercises, in-
cluding Operation Safed
Sagar, Operation Rakshak,
and Operation Sindoor.

He s an alumnus of the
National Defence Acade-
my; Defence Stafl Service
College, Bangladesh; and
National Defence College.
He was awarded the Vayu
Sena Medal in 2006, Vish-
isht Seva Medal in 2011, At
Vishisht Seva Medal in
2023 and Param Vishisht
Seva Medal in 2026 for his
service,
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