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cross the world, sclentists,
governments and communities are
bringing plants and animals back from
the brink of extinction. In India, a
Great Indian Bustard chick has hatched in Kutch,
Gujarat, after a decade, bringing fresh hope for
this critically endangered bird. In Spain and
Portugal, restoring habitat and prey, breeding
lynx and returning them to the wild helped the
Iberian lynx grow from 62 mature individuals in
2001 to 648 in 2022, The return of the
scimitar-horned oryx to the wild in Chad, Africa,
and the saiga antelope’s recovery in Kazakhstan
offer further proof of what determined action can
achieve, During Wildlife Week (October 2-8), we
can celebrate these gains while asking what it will
take to sustain them.

The Government of India’s Integrated
Development of Wildlife Habitats scheme
supports recovery action for 24 identified species
and their habitats. States are mandated o
undertake research, habitat improvement,
protection and community participation, The
species span India'’s landscapes: the grear Indian
bustard in Rajasthan's grasslands, the Sangai in
Manipur's wetlands, the dugong in coastal
seagrass meadows and the hangul in Kashmir's
forests. The list is a starting point; India's National
Red List Assessment can show where focused
efforts are needed next.

India launched its National Red List Roadmap
at the IUCN World Conservation Congress in Abu
Disabi in 2005; the aim was 1o National
Red Data Books for plants and animals by 20030
India occupies just 2.4% of the workd's lnd area,
yet supports nearly 8% of its flora and 7.5% of its
Buna. It is one of 17 megadiverse countries and
comtains parts of four of the workl’s 36
biodiversity hotspots. Around 28% of its plants
and more than 30% of its animals are lound
nowhere else. Of the 7,516 Indlan animal speces
assessed for the IUCN Red List, 1,012 are
threatened, which includes Vulnerable,
Endangered and Critically Endangered species.

These assessments cover only 7.2% of Indix's
documented animal species. The fAgure of 1,012
tells us what is known so far, not the full extent of
the threat. The Natlonal Red List Assessment can
help close that gap and direct recovery efforts
where they are needed most.

The projects in States

In Tamil Nadu, Project Nilgin Tahr combines
population surveys, radio-collaring, habitat
assessment and mapping across Tamdl Nadu and
Keralam 1o conserve the tahr, which is the Suate
animal of Tam Nadu. Working with the Wildlife
Institute of India (WD, the Advanced Institute for
Wildlife Conservation, the International Unkon for
Conservation of Nature (JUCN), the Tamil Nadu
Veterinary and Animal Sciences University
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needed to secure the tahr's future. Surveys
recorded 1,303 tahrs in 2025 and 1,364 in 2026,
Vulture conservation Is an example of how
sustained action through conservation breeding,
safer habitats, monitoring and public awareness
can help reverse a devastating decline. India’s
ban on the veterinary use of diclofenac, which
had caused catastrophic losses in vulture
populations, was a crucial step in this effort. At
Pinjore, the Jatayu Conservation Breeding Centre,
run by the Haryana Forest Department and the
Bombay Natural History Soclety, works with
white-rumped, long billed and slender billed

vultures. Madhya Pradesh’s 2025 us recorded
12,981 vudtures, up from 8,397 9. Tamil
Nadu's Segur Plateau ) important

habitat, Tamil Nadu's conservation work
and synchronised surveys across Tamil Nadu,
Keralam and Karmataka track these birds, which
include breeding populations in the Mudumalai
Tiger Reserve.,

Long term protection inchuding habitat
management, scientific monitoring and the help
of local communities has helped the Asiatic lon
in Gujarat - the population rose from 674 in 2020
to 891 in 2025, with lons occupying a wider pant
of Saurashtra,

Mon#toring, grassland management, invasive
plant control, research and translocation lave
helped secure and expand greater one-hormed
rhinoceros populations against pasching. In
Assam'’s Pobitora Wildlife Sanctuary, which has
an exceptionally high rhino density, working with
communities on awareness, monitoring,
livelihoods and conflict reduction has made rhino
protection an enduring part of the landscape.

In Meghakaya, the action plan for the douded
leopard, the elusive State animal, combines
habitat protection and restoration, sclentific
monitoring, frontline training and community
participation. As the animal Is dispersed across
the northeast, M priority Bndscapes have been
identified & understanding population
connections and keeping them intact are central
10 its future,

Dugong conservation calls for a different
approach. Tamil Nadu established India's first
dugong conservation reserve across 448.34
square kilometres of the Palk Bay and its seagrass
habizat. A 2026 Wikdhife Institute of India
assessment estimated a total of 270 dugongs,
including 158 dugongs in the Palk Bay and 112 in
the Guif of Mannar, a baseline for
measuring change. Fishermen who release
dugongs caught in nets may lose valuable gear.
But the government provides compensation for
damaged nets and recognises thedr efforts,

High up in the Himalayas, science and local
stewardship have helped the snow leopard. In

ope for India’s wildlife

2024, India’s first sclentific population
assessment estinsted 718 snow leopards. In
Himachal Pradesh, women from Kibber have
worked with Forest Department fiekd teams, the
Snow Leopard Trust and the Nature Conservation
Foundation to set camera traps, monitor
population and participate in protection -
activities.

Political support Is essential
Much depends on the commitment of State
governments. Political leadership Is crucial in
prioritising the recovery of species, bringing
government departments together and, most
impwmbma:dmmrmudlmt
budgets. Transferring that commitment into kand
use, infrastructure and Ivelibood decisions are
what will help recovery plans being
implemented. State forest teams have to turn
plans into work on the ground. Recovery requires
lasting cooperation with communities, scientists
and national agencies. Results may take years,
and sethacks require programmes to adape. This
would require clear goals, steady investment and
careful monitoring.

Species that receive lttle public attention can
struggde to attract funding. State-level funds can
bring government, industry, philanthropy and
scientific institutions together around local
Endangered Species Conservation Fund rellects
this approach, with its focus on the mahseer,
striped hyena, Madras hedgehog, Bon-tailed
macagque and the hornbill,

There is similar commitment internationally.
Launched in 2026 by Re:wild and the Bezos Earth
Fund, the Phoenix Species Project has committed
$200 million to recovering 100 of the world's
muost threatened species, by supporting
conservationists, indigenous peoples and local
communities over several years. This Is a lesson
for India: recovery needs dependable resources
forhabltats.k monitoring and the people doing the
wor

Forest departments need scientific support
close to the field and staff need to be trained in
surveys, habitat assessment, conservation
breeding and genetic analysis. Communities must
be imvolved meaninglully in surveys, habitat work
and ground decistons. Thelr knowledge can
sharpen plans and their true participation can
sustain them.

For India, a national picture of risk can guide
priorities; States, scientists and communities can
translate them into plans with mapped habitats,
clear timedines and measurable outcomes. The
bustard, vulture, tahr and dugong show thar
species recover in different ways, But their
survival depends on sustained effort - 1o learn, to
aﬁ;ta\dtomwihaspecksmcmmhﬁxm
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Roadmap for Additive Manufacturing
India Aims for:
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of global India-specific New skilled Monulocturing
AM Market AM tochnologi« AM ctoﬂ ups workers sectors

% 500

New
AM products

Source: Ministry of Electronics & IT
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Integrated Transport and
Logistics Authority

A Special Purpose Vehicle (SPV) to strengthen
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Research Planning Appraisal Monitoring Impact

A National Transport Master Plan with a planning
horizon of 10 years or more
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Protests will go on until CEC resigns: Rahul

Several Opposition leaders detained for second I Oppasition leaders stage dharma near designated
day n a row while moving towards Jantar Mantar

sandecp Phuban

LA S L

T e protests againss
t Niet Electiom
Lot o et

Cyanesh Kasar will ot
wiop wntil he sesigrs over
alleged vone chowd (theftd
Leader of the Opposition
in the Lok Sabha Rabw
Gandhi said on Wednes
e, after the Dells Police
detdned hin and other
Oppenition leaders for the
secomd day i a row while
they were on thelr way o
Jarmar Mamtar for a dharma

Mr, Gandhi, whe s
stressedd 2 “pobtics of nesds
Lance”, his sister Privanka
Gamddhil Vadra, andd onher
Oppasithon leaders staged
an snpeompty dharms at »
roundabowt barely a cou
phe of hsdred  metoes
from Jantar Mantar, 2 de
sgtaded protes! sibe in cen
tral Dethl “We are not g0
ing w stop protesting il
|CRL) Gyvanesh Kumewr e
sgns. This & a aght o peo

protest site; SP leaders absent from the protests

Leader o the Cpposton ie the Lok Sabnu Sanel Gandhs dunng the MDA Blac's peates: demurciag

Ol S tion Comvrmissone Comwem Purmar ) resgatson o New Dl on Wedranday we

et the most sacred thing
in this cossstry. There s
nothing that |Prime Mines
] Narendes Maodi and
Union Home Mnisser]
At Shah can do that will
sop i, Mr, Gandhi sad
Samaiwad Panty oSP)

members. however, were
conspucuons by ek o
e The Comgres
pliyed it down, saying the
Bvitanon had been semt o
short nothoe and some par
thes conbd not respond
Several other Oppost

tom MPs. Inchudng CHM
(M Jodin Besttas, CMMS P
Sandosh Kmar, Rasheriva
Janata Dal's Muse) P, and
Trmamo Congress's De
rek O'Bren and Mablua
Nottra were part of the
protests. Tehagana Chiet

SC o examine
plea on CEC

appninmy

MW e

The Seprere Court or
Weareiag agwed 310 Fanmre
ol L 4 on Seavg
e anor webang 10 wcad 2
SN oty M1 O ied O
pteraeyfl n 2 cowe
.~ul%u Ebecton
Comymaisonery apposstrwents
v I oo sty Qo hors
why Anbow Stk Ohvavda
urrd on e Reech od ret
rewed duriag proceedenggs 1hal
ML SN w3 viariaeg couas
for e Decton Comewasen of

S ECH st s

Mimister A Resamth Reddy
and e Keraless cossiter
port V.. Satheesan were
a0 part of the protesis
There were dramatk
scemes during the three
hour-long bus procession
and the subsegeemt

Promsptu sin e roun
dabout In froee of e Le
Meridien and Shangrila
hotels as the Opposition
NPs were siopped by se

curity peroaned

Carried on shoulders
Dedhi Podice persomned Arst
foecibly removed N
Gandhl. carrymg Mm on
their shoubders, mad put
e nssde 2 police vam
“This s wl panic reaction,
thies s all Sear,” M. Gandie
sand whike suting insde the
van aller s Stenton. As
Comgress workers pung
tured ome of the vam's
tyves, it could travel only 2
shant dsisce. Nr. Gandie
was takm w0 the Barak
hamba Road police stathon
and relered by S pm

A visenl of Ms. Vadra
irg on by bhuck om the
strewt, chusching 2 copy of
the Constibation, weil v
ral on sockd media

A large contingent of
wormen police  personmed
then removed Ms. Vadna

They are beating MPs; their policemen scrasched
me all over, Congress's Privanka Vadra alleges

] other women leadery
who wese ving om the road
in protest.

"The s how they e
Members of Parllamens
who v asking simply 10
et e Eloction Comines
shoners. This is how they
et ws. They are beating
Members of Parliamen.

Their polemen  have
scrached o all ower,” Ma
Vadhra alhoged

The polce haad sopped
the bumes Curying Opposi-
ton MPs, mcludng Con
e presdent NMadlfoar un
Kharpe and praeral secre
Ly lorgssststaon) KA Ye
nugopal, # the rounds
Dot near the Le Meridien
) Nhoegry La ek

Leaders of the Indlan
National  Developmeneal
Inclusive Allance (NDIA),
howewer, ame lkely o con
tinoe wieh the peotestx on
Theesday s well, top Con
ress keaders Indcared

TOUTH GROWFE’ JOINT CALL
*PAGEY
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SIR: special camps to

T me
—

restore

%

names left out of Bengal rolls

State CEO puts up on website list of deletions under ASDD category; Mamata-led Trinamool
faction MP Sagarika Ghose guestions move alter many people were denied right to vote

Shrabana Chatterjee
ROLKATA

pecial camps will be
Shrld to ensure that
any eligible voter
whose name was deleted
during the special i
sive revision (S

through
6, Additional Chiet

vogi told The
Wednesday.

A few of these camps
have already started oper-
ating in Hooghly's Chandi-
tala, Tarakeshwar, and
Chandannagar, he added.

Over 58 lakh names,
marked under the ASDD
category, were left out of
the draft roll published in
December 2025

The statement came a
day after the CEO issued a
notice stating that eligible

El al Officer (CEO) of
WSt Eengal 'Rtlid.nm Ni- )

special camp to accept Form 6 applications from new voters and
ose left out of the roll, in Hooghly. XU @CEDWESTBENGAL

voters left out of the voter
list can apply for restoration
of their name through Form
6. The notice also asked
new voters in the State, any
person above 18 years, 1o re-
gister and enroll their
names in the voter list.
“For the left out eligible
voter, the list of ASDD vwo-
ters of SIR 2026 is available
at the link ceowestben-
gal. wh. govin/asdsir and also
at the respective links on

the websites of the District
Electoral Officers. Any per-
son in this list may submit
Form 6 online or through
the Booth Level Officers for
inclusion of his/her name in
the electoral roll,” it stated.

Mr. Nivogl also clarified
that it is "complete misin-
formation” that people
need to be mapped with the
2002 voter list when they
are filling Form 6. “No new
voter has to be mapped.” he

sald.

Meanwhile, Mamata All
India Trinamool Congress
MP Sagarika Ghose critic
cised the move, “First, leave
out LAKHS of eligible voters
BEFORE the elections [2026
Assembly poll). Ensure
@BJP4India wins elections
at all costs. Next, offer 1o
add deleted voters AFTER
the elections (alter
@BJP4India has won ILLE
GALLY),” she wrote on X.

The CEO put up a post
countering the claims and
termed them “misleading”.

Former State CEO Jawhar
Sircar said the notice was a
clear “admission of guilt”
that there were “wrongful®
dedetions during the SIR.

However, there is no clar-
ity on whether the option to
fill Form 6 1o get reinstated
in the voter roll is available
to 27 lakh people whose
names were deleted from
the Anal electoral roll alter
the adjudication process
found them “ineligible”.
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RBI raises repo rate to 5.5%

amid ‘calibrated tightening

Ladatenadu Mishaa

MUMIRAI

e Monetary Policy Com
mittee (M) of the Re
serve Bank of hndia (RBD
on Wedsesday raised the
pobcy repo rate under the
bgadty adjustmemt facil
ty (LAF) by 25 basis points
0 550% and shifeed s
stance from neseral wo cali
brated tigheening, skienall
gz chat rase cuts are off the
table In the near erm.
Consegquently the
standing deposht  faciicy
(SDF) rate staeds adjusied
10 5.25%, and the marginal
sanding Bacility (MSF) rate
and the bank rate to 5.75%
The policy repo rste
whichwas cut o 5.2%%
December 2025, had been
kept om hokd at the next
four MPC meetings. In the
ecasing cyde, the MPC had
cut the race by 135 basks
points  in phases, from
6.50% 10 5.25%, befoee
cressing it on Wednesakn
The sudden meescala
ton of the West Ass conr-
fixt in Sepeember and the
consequent hardening and
volaciiey In ghobal crude
prices soured gobal eco
nomi sestiment and un
settled hnamcial markets,
REI Governor Sanjay Mal
hotra sakl in 2 staemend
Further tigheening of
gotul Sssancial condithons,
uncertaeey abour Gair vad
waton of Al stocks and am
elusive resolution of the
Weest sy comfiact posar g
nibcant downssde reks o
the gobal economic out
book, he highlighted | his
salement
“The duration and ex
teent of the race hilke cycle
would be comtingem oo
the actsal mrowih inflacion
developments  and  out
book, especially that of un
derlyvey inflatson, the ex-
et of bresadening of price
pressures  and  secomd-
round efects of the supply

{ 4 |
|--- 'LA
Ihe st in gl

ST N

. ang pol

yH a2 5
Tt rpte Cuns

y action abeod can

W ol ooners
v off the tabie in the e

andy be a2 rate hike ar a pas

* The gragh
abawn

repa rane
revivony
oreer the last
five yrars

shock, a5 also the impact of
Aermand impulses.” b e
phasised, "Although gobal
grosath resreains resilient, it
= projecied o decelerate
in 2026 from the previous
year. Drven by escalating
energy <osts and rising
food prices, ghobal infla
the &5 projected 1o In
cresw sharply promgeing
mometary policy tighten
g by mwjor  central
Paanks” b sakdl, “Lingering
trade uncertainty, rising
bond yields in advanced
economies and an appre
clanng dolar are keeping
ghotal  fnancial  market
senuments nervous and
fragile.” be potnted out

Why the MIPC acted
On the ratiomale for the
MPCs decision, the Goves
o sakd, “The MPC noted
that the ghobal contest on
account of gropolitical de
velopments remsains chal
lengng. Nonethedess, the
Indian ecomomy bas been
strong, and the economic
Eoanen o remalns
broadbased. Moreover,
the economy is expected
0o remmain resilient”

“It further cbserved that
i lighe of avaikable data, it
s chear et inflagion and
s outlook are ot benign
a5 they were kst year, with
beadboe CPl (consumer
prce index) Inflanon ex

pected to average almost
SA% in the next threw
quasrters and core inflation
projeciad o o m
nancial vear, %

Looking a s Riotal
economk uncertanty and
supply chain  disruptions
are expected (o have some
bearing on domestic eco
notmic  activity.  Further-
more, a4 weak southwest
monsoon  along  with
strong E1 Nifo conditions
may affect the upooming
rabt season and rural de-
manl, be stated

“The Mkely resiliem
noo-farm activity, howey-
€r, WL COnInmue 10 suppant
rural consumption. Sus-
tained momentum In ser
vices, and hroadly stabde
employment  conditlons
e expecied 1o sustan
e desmand,” he sadd

Read GOP growth e
0227 5 projecied o
L% CP1 mfstion for 2006
27 = projected ot 52N,
Core inflation = projected
48N for 200627,

On hinancial stab@iry, he
sadd the sysiem-leve! fiman
cal parameters relased 10
capitad adequacy, lquidey,
sosnt quakny and peolinadsl
ity of scheduled commer-
cial bansks SO remaiemd
robust, Simlarks, the sys-
tem-level  parameters  of
NOFCs were sound, be
said.
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Krishnadas Rai |

NEW DELHI

he Supreme Court
I on Wednesday de
cided to ask the Un-

ion government why mil
lions of passengers with
disabilities continue to face
humiliation, barriers, bro-
ken equipment, and digital
exclusion in one of the
worlds  lastest-growing
aviation markets,

A threejudge Bench
headed by Chiel Justice of
India Surya Kant issued
formal notice to the Minis-
try of Civil Aviation, the Di-
rectorate General of Civil
Aviation, the Airports
Authority of India, the
Central Industrial Security
Force, and the Digi Yatra
Foundation on a petition
filed by Turab Chimthana-
wala, a company secretary
and advocate based in
Mumbai, who suffers a
benchmark disability
called Leber's Congenital
Amaurosis

Advocate Ashutosh Sen:
ger, for Mr. Chimthanawa-
la, submitted that India
was at present the third lar-
gest aviation market glo
bally, with annual passen-
ger trathe exceeding 350

C\

a2y

Access barrier: Silent arports tad 1o provide alternative modes ol
commumication for disabled people, the plea said. SUDHAKARA JUN

million passengers. Yet,
persons with disabilities
face denial of accessible
aviation infrastructure and
services, restricting their
fundamental right to travel
independently and with
digniry.

“Domestic  passenger
trafic has consistently
grown at approximately 10
12% annually over the past
decade. Even based on the
conservative estimate of
2.21% disability prevalence
recorded in the Census of
2011, this translates to over
seven million air passen-
gers with disabilities an-
nually... The magnitude of
affected persons under-
scores the systemic and na

tional scale of the accessi-
bility failure,” Mr. Senger
submitted. The petition re-
ferred to recent media re
ports of a wheelchair-de-
pendent passenger who
was allegedly offloaded in
Delhi while connecting
from a Frankfurt fligha.

Systemic gaps

The plea highlighted a sys-
temic and nationwide fai
lure of non-implementa-
tion of accessibility
initiatives across all stages
of air travel. These include
instances of passengers
with visual disabilities rou
tinely forced into wheel
chairs or being frequently
compelled to use special

-

ised ambulifts even when
they can safely use regular
staircases, In-flight systems
fail to incorporate accessi-
bility settings, leaving vi
sually challenged passen-
gers unable to call cabin
Ccrew or access hasic safety
information on foreign
scheduled  air  transport
SCTVICES,

Silemt airports fail to
provide accessible alterna-
tive modes of communica
tion for persons with dis-
abilities, including
real-time audio notifica-
tions, visual alerts, or
WhatsApp updates, the pe-
tition said. Besides, airline
mobile applications and
booking websites syste-
matically fail to support
screen readers, lack com-
patible payment gateways
for assistive technology,
and omit mandatory op-
tions to disclose disability
related assistance require-
ments during checkin.

Further, airlines do not
provide dedicated, clearly
identihable feedback or
grievance mechanisms for
reporting accessibility bar-
riers, forcing disabled tra-
vellers into generic cus
tomer support queues, it
said

QLo
SC ﬂags accessnblllty gaps
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India’s stakes in the Glo

t the United Nations High Level Meeting

(UN HLM), in New York in September

2026, India made official remarks on the
Political Declaration on Pandemic Prevention
Preparedness and Response (PPPR). The
Declaration is part of the emerging global legal

regime on pandemics bed by the WHO-Pandemic Priyadarshini
agreement (PA). Singh

Research Fellow at
Shﬂp‘ll‘ the framework the Centre lor Socid

The PA was adopted by 124 member-states in
2025, including India. No country voted against
it, while 11 abstained, reflecting alignment across
high-, middle- and low-income countries
(HICS/LICS/LMICs). The negotiations hinged on
how to balance national sovereignty with
international cooperation and solidarity,
exposing the fault lines between the Global North
and the Global South. Key issues inchuded
whether a gobal treaty can set binding targets lor
measures such as ‘One Health® withowt securing
funding for countries with fragile bealth systems.
Or whether national pandemic regulations can be
harmonised through global frameworks. And
whether private manufacturers can be required
to share vaccines in real time at affordable prices.

The PA is not yet open for ratification because
negotiations are still ongoing for an annex
concerning the Pathogen Access and
Benefit-Sharing (PABS) system. PABS could help
ensure that, during a pandemic, LICs and LMICs
receive a fair share of vaccines, medicines and
other therapeutics.

Even without ratification, the PA has created a
first-of-its-kind global legal regime for the PPPR.
Operationadisation requires countries such as
India to balance interests of the HICs, LICs and
LMICs. This will determine whether the PA will
further entrench the inequities of the COVID-19
pandemic or make global health governance truly
inclusive.

At the UN HLM, Indla succeeded in enshrining
the multilateral components ol the PA within the
principle of natlonal soverelgnty. India relrerated
its commitment to strengthen gobal pandemic
preparedness but stressed that effective

and Econami
Progress (CSEP)

India’s
leadership can
help bridge the
divides In global
pandemic
governance

”’

bal Pandemic Agreement

pandemic management requires that
mternational coordination is demonstrated. The
first Is equitable access to drugs, vaccines and
therapeutics and the creation of global public
goods, such as digital mfrastructure (which
admirtedly align with its own national priorities).

The second is a respect for national
sovereignty and the primacy of member-states in
shaping global policy mterventions according to
national circumstance. As a contrast, the United
States rejected the Declaration, calling the PABS
and WHO's role in declaring pandemics as a
challenge to its national interests.

India’s line

In its remarks, India has acknowledged the
concerns of the Global North and the South. Both
sides have upheld national sovereignty as
paramount on several provisions, The African
countries did not gve consent to commitments 1o
maonitor the human-animal-environment
interface, a key source of pandemic outbreaks,
without significant funding, which was not
guaranteed by the Global North., Simikarly,
countries in the Global Noeth did not wam
binding targets with regards to technology
transfer (and other simikyr provisions).

But as India said at the UN HLM, ‘Global
Solidarity must be demonstrated through action’;
India must be an active player in the finalisation
of the global PPPR regime. India is already
actively engaged in the PABS negotiations and
must lead the Global South in the post PABS
context. India can consider three options. First,
developing partnerships on technical areas of the
PA (One Health, surveillance, health workforce
strengthening) to build trust with other countries
in the Global South, and a "store” of operational
solutions 1o ricky national sovereignty problems.,

Second, keveraging its leadership role within
existing global political groupings. For example,
the H20 summit (2 health and development G7
and G-20 partnership) will take place under the
United Kingdom’s G-20 leadership at the end of
2027, pandemic preparedness is one of the core
heakth agendas. During India’s G-20 presidency in

2023, India launched the Global Initiative for
Digital Health and holds considerable influence
within the platform’s health inltlatives. Another Is
‘Partners for Multilateralism’, which was
Launched in 2026 by the European Union
{co-sponsors are Australia, Barbados, Brazil,
Canada, India and Kenya).

Third, strengthening and alsgning domestic
policy and regulatory architecture around its own
priorities for the PA. Global leadership always
rests on domestic strengths. India must ensure
that its national policies on PPPR such as
regulation of access to biologacal material and
distribution of the benefits uphold the highest
stanclards of equity which India can then demand
at the global level.

A South-South health role

An equitable global regime on PPPR s in India's
interests as much as a responsibality towards the
Global South. India is the pharmacy of the world,
manufacturing one of the Lingest shares of
vaccines in the world in terms of volume, Yet, it
needs an equitable global vaccine distribution
regime. The patems for the vaccines that India
manufactures are held by global
pharmaceuticals. India is also import-dependemt
for Active Pharmaceutical Ingredients (APIs).

India needs access 1o the best technology
from the Global North to strengthen the
manufacturing of high-grade personal protective
equipment and medical devices. At the same
time, India needs to lead South-South
Cooperation and share its technological strength
with other countries in the Global South.

Indix’s health system has a continental scale,
and as India’s Health Secretary stated at the UN
HLM, its interventions in dightal health
infrastructure, sboratorses networks and One
Health are valuable as global public goods. An
ellective PA needs an engaged India, and a strong
PA will strengthen India’s own pandemic
manggement.

This article is butied on @ fortbcoming CREF workigg paper o the
Pordemile Agrervacn!
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ndsa's leprosy programme is

falliy short of several projec-

o set lor 202526, The
couniry reported 91,7583 mew le
prosy cases in 200526, 41.2% high-
er than the progected 65,000, New
cases among <hildren were 91.6%
above the projection while the rate
of Grade 2 Desabiley (G200 among
oW cases was 1,34 per million,
apninst a projected one per million
(Table 1).

India’s national prevalence rate
was 0,56 cases per 10,000 populs-
ton at the end of March 2026, be-
low the elimination tanget of a pre
valence rae below ome case per
30,000 {Chart 1). Exn the burden
remains concentrated geographi
cally. Chhettisggzarh had the highest
prevalence among Stases/UTs at
LG6 cigwes per 10,000 popailition,
followed by Jbarkhand (01.51),
Chandigarh (1L.45), Odisha (1.25
and Maharashiea (L4 (Map 1),

Al the district hevel, 5% of dis-
tricts bad a prevalence rate above
o case per 10,000 in 202526,
down from 18.6% 1 200014 (Chart
2) bant 1M districes still remained
above the programme’s elimina
o target. Moreover, only M8 dis-
tricts have provisionally achieved
IncerTupion  of  ransmission,
against 2 progecied 300

G20 was also concentrated in a
few Stares/UTs. Chandigarh, Delhi,
Chhattisgaeh, Purkhand anxd O
isha together accounted for 42.5%
of the 1,945 G2 cases reponed
202526, Chandigierh recorded the
highest race at 13.54 per million,
followed by Delnl (1L53) and
Chhattisgarh (87 ¢Chart 3)

Single-Dose Riampacin Post-Ex-
posare Prophylaxis (SDR PEP), a
preventive dose given to people
whao harve been im contact with a le-
prosy patient, wis administered o
90.2% of the 16,94 lakh eligibde con-
tacts in 202526, up from TL4% of
the 6438 lakh in 200920 (Chart 4).

Leprosy
burden

The data Tor the
charms mere

sourced lrom the
Natend Leprosy
Eradication
Programme annusl
he propchions
mentioned n Tablke |
are from the National
Sratepc Plan angd
Roadmap for Leprosy
JU25- 2027 pubhahed
2021
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Houthis claim new strikes on Saudi
capital as fighting rages in Yeme

The group claims it attacked Rivadhs King Khalid International Airport with missiles and drones; Saudi forces say they
intercepted a missile north of capital, with Hights disrupted briefly; fighting in Yemen focused around Dhubab, Waziavah

Assoclated Press

CAIRD

hree people were
| I ijllcd in attacks on
two alrports in Sau-

di Arabia, the Saudi Gener-
al Authority for Civil Avia-
tion said on Wednesday.

The Saudi authorities
did not blame any party for
the attacks at Abha and Ri-
vadh’s King Khalid interna-
tional airports, but Houthi
(Ansar Allah) rebels in Ye-
men earlier claimed they
carried out attacks against
the two airports.

The attack on Abha air-
port killed Moroccan and
Algerian residemts and
wounded 28 other people,
while the attack on King
Khalid airport killed a Su-
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Houthi supporters gather in solidarity as fighting escalates across
several fronts, in Sanaa, Yermen on Wednesday. REUTERS

danese national and
wounded eight others, ofh-
clals said.

Earlier on Wednesday,
Houthi rebels in Yemen
claimed new attacks on air-
ports and military facilities

in neighbouring Saudi Ara-
bia on Wednesday as the
kingdom is pulled deeper
into the latest front in the
Iran war, which also threa-
tens a crucial shipping al-
ternative to the Strait of

Horn As s ;

ital Is targeted again, new
cage-like fences have been
erected this week around
fuel tanks and other equip-
ment of the Saudi state-run
Aramco oil company near
the Rivadh airport.

The Houthis' military
spokesperson, Brigadier
General Yahya Saree, said
that the rebels launched
ballistic  missiles and
drones against King Khalid
International Airport in Ri-
yvadh. The spokesperson
for the Saudi-led coalition
fighting the Houthis, Major
General Turki al-Malki,
said they intercepted a bal-
listic missile north of Ri-
yvadh. Flights were briefly
disrupted, according to
Flightradar24.

has centred in and arg Y i
the crucial town of Phu-
h of
that

bab, some 54 km ¢
the port city of Mokl
the rebels seized last
month, according  both
the Houthis and Y¥men's
internationally recqgnise
government.

Clashes were a re-
ported in Waziayah Qstrict
in southwestern Tai} pro-
vince, which links Yergen's
highlands to the Red\Sea
and overlooks roads to
Bab el-Mandeb Strait.

Mr. Al-Malki has vowe
“full operational support
to Yemeni government
forces until the Houthis are
“eliminated”. The coalition
has said 100 fighter jets
were providing support.
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France suspends use of
stun grenades at protests

Reuters
PARIS

The French government
said on Wednesday it was
pausing the use of stun gre-
nades in its policing of stu-
dent protests, after a 15
vear-old boy's hand was
blown off during a clash
with riot police, fuelling
protesters’ accusations of
police brutality.

Protests showed no sign
of easing, with more than
500 schools closed a day
after demonstrations
swept across the country,
and unions representing
high-school students,
teachers and other work-
ers planning more march-
es for Thursday.

The wave of protests has
been going on for more
than two weeks and has ex-
posed widespread public
anger six months ahead of
an election to replace Pre-

Police officers spray students with pepper spray as they protest

agairst under-resourced schools, in Paris on Wednesday. AP

sident Emmanuel Macron.

While most of Wednes-
day's blockades were
peaceful, police used tear
gas and pushed back prot-
esters in a street barricad-
ed by rubbish bins outside
Sciences Po university in
central Paris.

Rights groups, labour
unions, students and some
Opposition politicians
have accused the police of

using  disproportionate
force to quell the protests,

Education Minister
Edouard Gefiray told Par-
liament that 24  high
schools had been damaged
by fire or vandalism to the
extent that they would re-
main closed for weeks,
meaning some 30,000 stu-
dents would receive no in-
person teaching until they
reopened.
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Chemistry Nobel for French-Japanese duo
who expanded ‘mirrored’ molecules study

The Hindu Bureau 3

CHENNAI N

French chemist Henri Ka-
gan and Japanese chemist
Kenso Soai were on Mon-

day named the winners of

the chemistry Nobel Prize
for 2026 for their work
showing how chemical
reactions can amplify
small asymmetries in mo-
lecules.

Their work centred on
chiral molecules, which
are molecules that can ex-
Ist iIn two mirror-image
forms, like a left and a right
hand. Professor Kagan's
work paved the way for
scientists to tune chemical
reactions to produce the
desirable forms of drugs,
agrochemicals, and fra-
grances. In 1986, Professor

Symmetric study

The duo's work is centred on molecules that can exist in two
mirror-image forms, a property called chirality

= Their study of

. ~ I
| chiral molecules
- expanded the
- i understanding of
why many molecules
k essential for life
prefer just one of

» Henri B. Kagan = Kenso Soai

the two possible

Professor Professor emeritus  forms. The findings

emeritus at the

Kagan and his team made a
landmark discovery involv-
ing catalysts -~ substances
that influence reactions.
They showed that a small
imbalance in the ‘handed-
ness' of a catalyst could
disproportionately bias the
reaction’s end products.

at the Tokyo
former Universite University of
Paris-Sud, France Scence, Japan

have been used to
optimise chemical
reactions as well

This Ainding was used to
optimise chemical
reactions.

Almost a decade on,
Professor Soai and his col-
leagues showed that a chi-
ral molecule could speed
up the formation of other
molecules with its own

handedness. His work ex-
panded the understanding
of why many molecules es-
sential for life prefer just
one of the two possible
forms. The proteins in our

bodies are made mostly of

amino acids that have one
of the two mirror-image ar-
rangements.

The enzymes that cata-
lyse chemical reactions in
cells and the receptors that
respond to chemical trig-
ger signals are also chiral.
As a result, the differently
handed forms of a chiral
drug can interact with
these molecules to elicit
varied responses, only one
of which might be desira-
ble. This was a challenge
for chemists who had to
manufacture the desirably
handed form of a drug.
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