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Why stubble fires keep coming back
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window hetween arops 2 Listing sobsion neads stromggey incemthoes for dversiication, bester residue managzement and moee reflable measurement of bomang

ML ooy

S S

1 1 that e of the vear when Jr
poflanon in Noeth india. and e
Delin in particoular, tabes contre
sage i pable decoune. Ovwe
oft (e redsom for Dhe worscringg as
@y ndes (AQD s arubibile barming
Lemen

Wiy Bwrmers burn sowbibde
Seabbie bharming s the pracsior of setting
frw 80 coop resddioe. corndatang of the
brover parts of plants left aber barvesirg.
Ths practice s prevabent from the
beginniag of Octobwr 1o the end of
Nonraiver w o nortiraesd Indu,
especiily i Pusidy, Harvana, and pans
of Lvtar Pradedh Soubbde bawming is
rahy sscctded weh the barmay of
puakdy straw i Parde arad Haryane
which sogether prodiace around 3%
railen metrk 2oes of puskdy e
Stabble barmang selvases Lage stounts of
perioakde et ber Carbeon s nide,
vodat e oegank. compounds (VOCs), and
other coonoagerac sabstance,. which
topether form 2 thack wrng @t cas huem
bamraat Dowdih. 1 abeo beads to 4 ks of sl
fertliry by depieting nitrogen. selphas,
perandy, phospiienus, and other
microsuiients The hest ponersad Iy
dubide Darning resaks i g boss of sod
modsture and ongank: comsest, whicch, In
turn, e (o rcrvasend e of lertioorn
i the sewt cop opcle

Soubbde Drming s ot 3 new

. It has been practiend I

Pumgahy stnee the Lase 1900w aned ety
198, herpeds Folonengt Bhe it iodectan
of corpbd e harvesters. abich beanve &
portiom of the plast in the wal afer
harvestng. What hus changed is s
teving, which v comondes with the
winter months In Noeth India. This &t i
teming fodbraed the saactawnt of the
Py 1yesersason of Suby Sonl Wy
AL, 20 (PISSWA O0en

In 2002, asarly T of the cropped anva
1 Purgdy won Eragernd sarg
proundwadet sesoumors. There was 2
Gkt of M1 NBoe cube metres, whikch
WS It thevmag® exoesalve nithairmead of
proundwader. Groundwater bevels m
Py dexchoed 2 a0 sbemng rave of
036 maetres awmaaly et e 19999 and
HO%, draven by e over explotation
for sgrcuiaare. A besdrmark NASA GRAE
satelne staddy i X005 hamvend 1hal the
region corvpwidng Pusih Hoarana and
Raasthan bomt 109 cubse kformetres of
proundwaict between SO0 and S08
shwe, wioch was corsadered the begew
nstance of grosrstwaser depietion in S
wirkd = the time

Waled (rids
The PPSSIWA 2008 wan 2 resek of this
ey stuation. The rrue gowd of the
At was lo prevend capdd grousdvadcr
Gepdetam by prodvlsting carly padhly
PRESETY Sty s reaton
bedore the sl of $he mernoon rades
The Acx produibsaed farmeys from sowing
pachdy bedore Mas 10 and trarsplamng o
bedore June ML thus debning pockty
1 arspdatason o akge weh the e
scuson. To e comtpliance, e A1
prescrived srngent pusiderenes
Imapdemwmtay ofSoers werw asthawtsed )
et panddy sovan i contravesthm of
the Act aned g & peradty of HIOO00
per hectare for every moreh of
contraventhon. These sctions by offciah
were abo ewerrgd froee legal sorutins
These sramg ressrcTions snder

FPSWA a)mluhd "'E‘“‘Z‘ qum

Al B pacdy Caboe n 2 leld on the cutbat & Aretus n Puaah ru etz

m bar Ocrober and sty Novernber,
leevay Larsers 4 sarrow 1) 25 das
window 1o pregure ther Sebds for the
et whed crop and redecig e thine
avalable o sowing. The FUSA 44 ety
whach prodiuces lagher yobds bat tabes
ES0-0650 &rys 1o harvest, furder nanmoeesd
the winndon herares paddh aneang
and wheat wrwing . Cosmbrw barvesters,
which bearve adwonit & oot of stubible
bebind, et heany pressare on fanmers 1o
chear thw coop swsdduw i1 2 wery bert
droe. Ylemal deartag b tme coasring
nd experive. Together, these (e
miade aubbde Dorning akresd 3 necesaly
o farmeers

The ot posrt & wiy Lemsers
Cuelnee 1o ow addy ] whest
degute 3 wringent bgal ramework ad
depbrmirg goendwaer kvl The answer
e i the mncomstve structare badll for
these twe crope. The poesent miniesrs
SPPEAT poce and poocuseT et
fraencwork beadly fovours raoe ard whest
procuremenl i Pargd and Maryane
Betweet) X002 and 2004, verage pandidy
procuswensenst i India wos abwast I7% of
prodactan. The correspondag Sgere
fr Pundad and Haryane were 57% and
T respectively, mare tham dosbie the
nateed verage The parern bs simiby
e whest with procurcisend sooourfing
fow 30 of prodhection nutsonadly,
comrpared wih 0% 1 Pusgd and 0% n
Haeryama. k soeds to be noted that the
cumputatan of nasond g Bcades
Purgab and Faryana, and If these Two
States e exchuded, the Afferences coukd
be ovem higheer. Sech o wtore prosades
woirad iscomses 0o producers of hese
o Crogs 1) these Two Sades,
dincouragyg there from dversfying iren
other cropa. In addbtam, power s e e
farmeers i Pungeh ad desost e 0
Harvama. This farther encousages Lemers
o gross water inteesive cropm Mo paddy
nd whest Uhrosgh rosrdwaker
el o

Incentrve probéem

The techenical soluthons o snbde burning
fall Drvadiy Imeo ran Catepnries o a
mwasares 1hat Iachade the use of crop
revddur munuggrnerd CRAVD muscberes
such o Mappy Seoderns, Super Soonders
0 Rotavatory shon-Sauration rke
varwtin; md dibect M!tlm,ud

1A measires ue anvolve ey crop
resadee for diermudive energy prodiaction,
wach as Yoo ethuned and Compressed
beogas. Mosmever, boah apposaches fe
formadbie problarn. Happry Seadens and
ST STy rOYEET a8 CxjRTive
GO-horsepower (HP rachor, whikch
rerrades sramed Sr ot of the year. Bven
hring one typecally costs 3 Barrer
D000 aned srvodves & hoig waltiig
pevind. Ev-siy measares cod
50022500 per acow, 2 dgniican
experowe for suamy farmners.

The ccomoerse approach o abdres
subble burring leacdves tarkling an
Incentive striactiee S Barmren 1o
dverfy froee paddy W othey ooy The
National Creen Trivanad nuled in 2008
that farmmen wio barm aubble cosld be
mciaded from the parview of the
minksars sapport price (MSI) pobcy. The
Suprerse Conat wphiedd this view in X001
Parng the srabbde burming season of
A28, 2 Syngg spasds by ONCE were
depboyed i 1% dear s of Pargad and 1)
destricrs of Haryana, issadving 50,500
hwld functarueon i Pargab and W00
n Ileryeu

Commasson e A Quaday
Marageawnt 1AM has Soected thae
cornpiaims be Shad before e padiciany
sgarnl e ofoub ropotodde for the
hack of effectve imnorag e
Parsrwntany Commites om a0 qualiny,
howrver, achocated that perabsing
farreers showdd be the Lot resort. The
CadnmiiTes (e animedaded seming &
rmdnkrvam pwice covering all the conts b
wolbrg stelder e 21wy oo, wlnch
can entse Leseny Dasrasiond iscoese

he preeyvrnets of um by pomthy
adopeed v ovw (RYHtused measses and
lersted cx st indSatves. CAUM cinerved
I 2005 that 2 kot bs seguired o be dose in
Parg® I» terre of timely nakadiey of
CRM muwchirery, necescsy wupport for
CHL phaes and othey ndustries usbeay
paddy stra annd Detiet esboroessenl. On
the ather hand. Hayana adopeed an
incentive-based approsch, slong dw boes
of the Parlbancrnary Pand's
recormenersiaons, in addebm o b any
A er-an meaa e A fancal noeeEe
of TLOODVacee for CNM wse. T8 OO0 acoe
for divect sooding of rice; £70000cre for
dnerdbomon 1o aberaase coogw, and
luwlunbl-th.!}i\trhtm

perirTiece hose been pas In placw.
Fusgab annd Hurpess are reporied W

hase codlexveiy o beevend ) e

e Thon 1 ubDde Darniag Inca ke

drng paddy hurvasng n XOS in

compartam o e sne period in X002

Lok Sabiha sarved guestion No 8

L HGS. Howewver, this assecaret

ek 10 be mmerpreted wieh castom,

Even sofse bawes (N Sxeunef ol

Meamurvesm probbem

Mresently, the CREAMS (Corpartiurn hor
Mewear oo Agroecmsdens Morstoring
] Modebng from Space ) prosocod ised
for mwasuring sabble burming is buth os
NASAS MODES arsd VIIES satcdiines. These
are polar sadellies e ortil the carh's
podes and obwerve ndia ondy at fooxd
temes of the day, froen K30 am o 130
e Ther scrosors are sbile o capare
only active fres and are usable 0
compare the acnial marnber of foes over a
24 hour peraad. Acoording o & repuort by
the Awrrinwsmel Prram Sv Lanmmeesy,
Sastanadb Wy oad Teofwoho) 18 20025
when data from mudeple wtelies was
e to coempete the actuad bnd wes
afersad by Are, the peducthon was e
gradupd, 3 avound 3% A Carmew Scboww
wixly I Noversber 205, ke by soientises
froes BNO) oy ovndatbotury sedelic
ohmer v onn, deraed thae Grmsers have
duhed 1o bl bharring o the evening
honars 30 svoud polar weelbten. Thin wnady
wggarsry werg both pode and
pevtananiary seline data Sw an aoourae
phcmure of stahbie barming

Conclnlon

I conmchuman, studdole by 5 2
complex phnorseren detven by
tocimcdogacal econoesc and bagd facton
Thee sodusbon shonsh] be o padachoons s of
The DaaT 46T (oo and £y -su
meaarvs with S medurmn long vrm
coop diversdication Gewas from padidy
These torrhs 1o be an speoverisrl i e
methodalogy of meaaremem Peaal
provisterm are unbbody %0 be wsetud as
Thefe Caf) be perverse cefdives b
oollpsia ) betwenn Drmsers nd ofcak,
which mawy lead oo Sowing 2 redecten,
rafher $ran an sctual sodixtion
A C Sehbur b pyoyenser of coomemas,
Inarney of Eoveomk” Groserh, Dty

| bty

THE GIST

The Purjat Presenvationr of
fad Sod Vs A1 S0
delayed pasdy v e
paakerg Narerang e e
Gl orwd vy lovmers
Fde trwe (3 repere Soich b
wtod ey b g Tidbw
ey LR R L

-

he whwmg powe wnpwant od
PAady and wheat Bong Wy
e o Ceap e S
dncosraged Umg
S s den aw ovu msaged
cwdwaa) o dyoene of

BY LR LSRR S T
L

W e gt i, L oy rbed
or oop reudee Mur agemert
s ue adogted e e
gty b et
MaErAgeTeRE and Cop

B R e s
wiridtr baed vt
R B S
closer watry

J
el > CHAV

'd

211




e T et e
¥

* YA ST shl HET haod [hETT o T8 ol

i o

ATT T 1 G TWTE 2] TS il FEA
ek LT, GLahTT @iiE hl ST 3R 31 HEal &

o 9 qHT & WEHWH%W@

2| T

guTaE o foTu wae fafareftertor, gaet g8 =
e UTcHTE 3T et STer Shi STt &hi

31ferer faaaig fmaT savae 2

foraT uTeht et e 0

mwmuquwm%aﬁ@ﬁﬁ SASIT Rl

¢ Al TAM U FHEH HHAISTHATEE, AT Fal = d1Teh (VOCs) 3T

3 B T ke 81 e o 1 5 e sy, i
T ¥ o T S 21 T e ST E T 1w i

Vw“ B T i Tt

:nsgﬁsr-r HEHT, T, Wsﬂtmwmar—cﬁﬁmaﬂ
TTferd &1 bl Bl o

)° A & FI0T TUEt J IyeF aw) T FHT 8 9 R e wHa

f__% JATehT JAT AR 39ANT i &7 2l L,;ch
et st L W5

*  USTE H YU ST sl 94T 1970 3R 1980 % 91 I B3
S FiY | 8 ST Fhl YT 57@T, ST HHe e o o916 @d § AT
TIY B |

o | HEEIT 1 Toh THE HR0T HHA TS o GHT H sigelid | Joirs S0 39-

3T AT ot fshan &, foraa srredt @ CICk] Q?SS\.Q r STel 3THHIH, 2009 (Punjab Preservation of Sub-Soil Water Act,

Tec ©d I 9% {oRaT ST Fehl ST, {0 37K
I YT % F (el H STFZ H Teisi b 37 dh
g quE Afere foars 2dt B

T hl TS o oTE Wl H FS! AT § BHd AT9Y
d 1 GSiTel 37 SfEmon 7 2 a9 A 2.9 FS
fifys Ty i weht G Aty

Z)OS 2009) % FHIOT 9T 3l TUTS TR F2TE HT G9T THIT §3HT| 36 Feerd |

o1 2l eTg T ST 718 1 a3 o off=l 1 a5 F4 & 7]

* TN 2012 H ST o T 73% Tef=rd W &= 0 et o1 39FnT o611 51
TET 1| Y[STeT ol STcATersh Gre- Ueh T §HEIT &1 747 91| 9161 % GRACE
IYUE HAFH % HTAR, 2002 H 2008 3 sff= GSTeT, EAT ST TiE |
AT 109 = feheiiHiet S[sTet 1 Toha g3l 36 §9 38 g | 9Siel
o1 e Sl T T T H | Uk {HT 7T A1)




. q‘sna‘ T 39521 St SATHHIH, 2009 F ma%wéa"r
STCT T ol kAT UT| 38 a‘éﬁﬂﬁﬁqﬁﬂm

3
| M?é\ N oA { %,ﬂ\& ﬂo
TAERE -—JV“ " 2.mﬁaﬁﬁm%@waﬁwﬁw

* Ul ST <kl GHET & GHTI ?ﬁtmﬁwﬁ%a‘mm

% qed 9T bl T qa
wWW%W%W
ERIEGRERIRIEH y

oMl 1 HHEA A | U 9 F T
ﬁuﬁaﬁﬁm‘rw Jecto A 3 TFE-HTE (Ex-situ) el TICT hi W 8 et of STt 31 34,

ATN-UHTA, Sdifed ST a1 3127 IuAnft Icuret o fAwmior §

6\’("\ Wml
%mﬁpﬂat Waﬂztaﬂtﬂ?ﬁaﬁd’rmﬁﬁmmﬁm
maﬁﬁ%lmaﬁ = M1 b1 AT S & 3T
eI | g9y +ft TraT 21

o foramET & foru 39 uefiat st @diear ar forou w oar snifefesr ®u o

HIST B TohaT 21 327807 & foTu, ueh et it Arra emer
10,000 I1 399 31f4reF &1 Tehell 2 37N 36k foTu e Saai oft
FAT I T ol TaH-HIZ Jaeq § Wiel i @d ¥ st of S
31T I6H ITANT il FaedT AT ff FArATgof 21

3R Ieci™d A Tl fha™T W Ui 2ddp jopgawFr | \»
SEiEIHiEEaie Beaace BT &2

*  ETAlieh, 3 dsHl 1 U ATAE THIE ¢ T foh o= i
s ol THT <L H AT AT 38k INOTTHEEY fohamT
1% 1 [aTs % foTu siga sm wwy et o $i ot
STATT 37k fT0 Ush 3 faehed 519 T3




SIT-TTE oY FEe ek e /4

AT ST T THET 2 THEH o foIT a1 3R e 61 @t
<t TfleR STarEeT Sl GHEET HATTIYIF 2

TS B 31feraor (NGT) 7 2018 1 I fcsr feam o f
I STAT aTet e sl =Add 992+ 5o (MSP) €_
afera fora i aehar 2 WMﬁW
AT ST =T 2 7
GSTel R BFTon | Gkl @die il Ateld sqaedT % FHHOT
fopeT e 37t 1€ < @it i wrerfienar ad #) 399 wHa
feferefiaror 1w 3 AT Ay 7

a9 2012 ¥ 2024 % sff= 9 H Tl 9T IcdTE 3hT ATHT
37% Gl L BRI 31| 39 <A1 ot T 3ca1ed |
FeBraTdt SHeT: ST 7% 3R 4% T 8 & "t 4 off
Wﬁ@ﬂEﬁQM@d CEECRE
g @i foramT st st s fAfsraar 2t @, <fer g
&1 78 3 9T I it Welt SR T % fore sreenfea
LT 21 SHY STA-TTeA HHAT ! Gl -1 ot & 3 Faa
farferefiertor it fa efieft oedt 21

3. Ut Uarerd o T Treama &t auet

* YISt STAT shl HET & GHTHTE o U SATfeIeR Tiedred 37
guTet Hifot &t sTavaeRdr 2|

*  TTEHN A GUAt Ysu o fore uefiat w afsugt 3 31=1 geran
AISHTE 376 1 &) Al et efi4 I9cTsd 1 31 Ja1H T2 ol
feramT =t T9T 9T i AT, 391 =, 7o 3R feRau

FI g oft SEd 2

\/ Ffre e N

o~ QU Il W E @ 4

FTAFL FHell IcqTe 3T 3Trenfiver IuAm

o ST ST GehdT 21 269 feramt &t 21fafen =1 fier aadt 2
I YAt STAT bt STTE9FehdT S 8 Tehdl 2|

*  Eclfeh, 3Heh fell WIe

T Uk &, UTEed, WSRuT 371 JHER

ol HSfeld ST HTava &) Ffe Je ol fafia &9 8 wef
JucTed TET Bl A o 7Ot &THAT % TR FH1 T L T

* 3l Tt 1 A HY sl 7@, sfcw dwifad snffw
GG o &9 H @7 =118y



ALRTT ATAATAT T E 10

B AT AT A B (o DR ] T e 2
fe, o qateror deemr & |ra 3t 31 oft giferd @ Clrs
152 Il 1 Wl A1 8 A0 . G0 itk AT l

I3 Tl 2, AfehT 39 et gty 3T1fefer oy g @ Rk ncﬂ-(\
Fererat, ot & GO a7 ST 6 T o @ e B =

gafere et e ey 8, e weft 1 geeE N 2T Gk
foreTT % foTu 31fdfes &9 € g 2l




Prelims Practice Questions

Q1. T I (Tt TAT) 3T IWeh THTET o T |
freaterfaa st w femm fifsu:
b/ 9T ol Tl ST § §aT H ket i HHTATR1ES 3
FIcIeTse AT FUTSSH (VOCs) HT 3cdsiA erdT &, STelfeh
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3 gt ®eX (Happy Seeder) 3 g9 €I (Super Seeder)

Ui st A A T

(a) A | 3R 2 .
(¢) Fhae 2 3R 3
(d) 1,2 33

Q1. (General Studies Paper III - Agriculture &

Environment)
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Wdﬂl}ghﬂ'@ FERT (SR ST 371 36k
aTEiehTicTeR FHTHTE =d ¥ aifay|

37k, 250 9153)
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Q. ﬁn%&aéﬁaﬁﬂ-ﬁ b s kS AT (Crop Residues) &l

T | AATH oh T ATATE0T H IcaToAd gl 82
1. e HETATEEES (Carbon monoxide)

2. HiEH (Methane)

3. 3N (Ozone)

4, HHL SEIATHES (Sulphur dioxide)

= fau U e w1 wanT R wE I g
* (a)had | AR ?2

* (b)had 2,3 34

. (c)aﬁ'al 3 4

* (d)1,2,334
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UPSC MaiGeneral Studies Paper I1I)

o Q. "fRE™ WA (FE HIIY) FT FTATd 22 THF
UTe0T 9T IS dTed THTET ohl == shifoiu 31 39
LT o EATfT GHTYH = Srefirehi aur Hifard
YT T g SS9 (15 37)



Calibrating India’s inbound investment framewo

ollowing the successful 18th BRICS
Summit, in New Delhi in September, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi's planned
December visits to Canada and Brussels, where
formal free trade agreements (FTAs) are expected
to be signed, signal consistency in
institutionalising India’s global economic
footprint. The trade push, alongside domestic
structural reforms and a new FTA strategy, has
changed India’s investment trajectory. Reserve
Bank of India data show gross inward foreign
direct investment (FDI) reached a record $94.8
billion in FY26. UNCTAD's World Investment
Report 2026 notes India as 1ith among the
world’s top FDI destinations, following a 44% rise
in inflows.

India follows global trend

However, the report reveals that globally,
international project finance remains roughly a
quarter below its 2021 peak, a trend India
reflects. In greenfield data centre investments (a
focal sector across economic partnerships), India
attracted approximately $7 billion during the first
three quarters of 2025, While this placed India
within the top 10, it trailed Thailand and Spain,
and sat substantially behind South Korea's $21
billion, the United States’s $29 billion, and
France’s $69 billion. What creates this lag
between committed investment and its actual

deployment in greenfield projects, particularly in
India?

Investors believe incremental reform can ease
the challenges behind this lag. In some ways, the
remaining ‘negotiations’ will be internal -
between the Centre and States, between the
Department for Promotion of Industry and
Internal Trade (DPIIT) and line Ministries, or
between central rules and State notifications
needed to enforce policy. Crucially, resolving
these operational bottlenecks would benefit
domestic enterprises as much as foreign
investors. Commercial dispute resolution is faster

|
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' than before, but India’s courts still had nearly 48

million pending cases as of April, including about
six million in High Courts. Reforms such as the
Commercial Courts Act, 2015 and the Mediation
Act, 2023 have helped, with institutional
arbitration increasingly becoming the corporate
default. Smaller enterprises, however, still rely on
courts. Better staffing of commercial benches and
mediation centres remains essential to reducing
resolution times.

On the labour codes

This fragmentation is also mirrored in the rollout
of the landmark labour codes. Parliament’s
consolidation of 29 central labour laws into four
codes was a legislative milestone, with the
Central Rules notified in May 2026. But since
labour is on the Concurrent List, implementation
depends on State notifications. Gujarat moved
swiftly to notify rules under all four codes, while
other industrial States are finalising theirs. For
enterprises designing national human resource
frameworks, this necessitates managing a messy
transitional phase of varied State imelines,

On tax certainty, the Taxation Laws
(Amendment) Act, 2021 effectively ended the
ghost of retrospective tax disputes by
withdrawing outstanding demands against
entities such as Vodafone and Cairn Energy. The
relaunch of the Vivad se Vishwas scheme has also
helped reduce the broader direct-tax litigation
backlog.

Compliance, however, has required
recalibration. Mandatory BIS certification under
Quality Control Orders (QCOs) was designed to
safeguard consumers, but the framework
expanded extensively. The Gauba Committee
found QCOs had grown from fewer than 70 to
nearly 790, covering raw materials and
intermediate goods. For imported components,
compliance costs rose to 120 lakh, with six- to
eight-month certification timelines disrupting

- domestic MSME supply chains. In response, the

government withdrew QCOs on critical

and zinc, providing relief to manufacturers.

India’s modern trade pacts now introduce
binding investment targets. The EFTA agreement
sets a historic $100-billion target, but
investor-protection mechanisms remain a work in
progress. As the India-EFTA TEPA lacks an
independent bilateral investment dispute
mechanism, Switzerland is separately negotiating
a bilateral investment treaty. This could inform
negotiations with the EU and the UK.

Further, speeds remain uneven. The DPIIT is
the nodal agency but not the decision-maker on
approvals. A revised SOP issued in May 2026 sets
a 12-week deadline, but compliance remains
uneven. However, large-scale projects such as
Tata Electronics’ semiconductor facility in
Dholera, Gujarat, demonstrate how effective
administrative coordination can accelerate capital

deployment.

Reform lessons from successes

India’s reform agenda can draw lessons from past
successes. Singapore's CECA has facilitated over
$195 billion in cumulative FDI since 2000,
including $19.8 billion last vear. Its
non-discrimination and investor-protection
frameworks are a useful blueprint for treaty
negotiations. Domestically, the mobile-phone
industry shows the potential of coordinated
policy: production has grown 33-fold since FY15,
from T80 billion to ¥6.27 trillion, while exports
reached ¥2.59 trillion. India is now the world’s
second-largest mobile-phone manufacturer by
volume and meets 99.2% of domestic demand
through local production.

India’s rise to the lith-largest FDI destination
and the world's second-largest mobile-phone
manufacturer reflects its resolve in addressing
internal governance bottlenecks. These
achievements underscore the long-term benefits
of sustained institutional reform and free trade.
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intermediate goods, including PVC, aluminium
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GST refunds made easier; arrest powers cut

Rates remain unchanged; decisions on rates only
once a year; penalty cut from 25,000 o 10,000

AL v
NEW DELHE

he Goodds and Ser
vices Tax (GST
Council on Thurs

day ook a slew of decl
soes In s 57th meeting
here o enbance simplifica-
tion, mmprove certainty in
tax  remment, remove
hokdaps in the processing
of g 1ax credits, and
ease the compliance bur
den on businesses, espe
clally smaber cows,

The councll akso recom
mended removing arrest
powers of GST otheers and
mcreasing the prosecution
thresaokd from 31 croee 10
IS crore, The general pe-
nalty will also be reduced
from 225000 1o 20,000

“I can say theat 995 of is-
soes In GST relting 10
rates and processes have
now been addressed.” Nl
mala Stharaman, Union
Fimance  Minister and
Chatrperson of the GST
Councll, sad Sollowing the

meeting. “The door is not
closed o further reforms,
and those will be taken up
s nevded, but the bualk of
et are now dome” she
ackded

Apant from easing pro
cesses relased 1o GST regls
tration and availing of re
fumdls and  inpat  tax
credits, the councd bas al
so easand the Bigation-re
led rules of the tax sys
tem, providing reliefl to
small tgrayers.

Ms. Sitharaman said all
the changes are expecied
to come o effect from
April 1, 2027, and added
hat no GST raes were
changed during this meet-
ing. The rate decisions will
now come uwp bedore the
Conmncil only once a year
and will be implemented
from the start of the subse
quent Seancal year, the Fr
nance Minister saad

She noted that, beyond
the GST Council, the Umon
government has decided o
Introduce a faceless ssess

The council has eased the litigation-related rules
of the system, providing relief to small taxpayers

Good and simp

The 5Tth mewting of the G357 council decided to erhance
SO ON, AMON0WE CENAMLY IN Tas treanment

o
| .

| Cam sary thet
Yol Issines i

CST relating (o rates anxd

and e 2 compd ance berden on umal beanesum

KEY BECIMONS
® Tax aMhoem’ powser 42
VRS SR apped

® Wosec uen level mowned
10 08 Crowe DR ones

® Export of servaces broagh
V0 NBAL S CTedit Sysem

The comamiTies 225 ke dcided 0
scamire praponal o slowm yradl
L irpers 1O S he seturrs cnie & your

memt system for the Cen
trad GST syssem, sandlar 1o
the one currently in place
for income tax. A frame-
work for this will be tssaed
for public comsadtation be-
fore Budget 2027, and the
system will be implement-
ed during 202728,

“The process relorms
have been driven by the
princple of trust” Ms,
Sicharaman sald. “The bu
sinesses  and  taxpayers

® Astormated
reR sy aans, redaced

processes have nowm boen

addressed.. The door s i

Closed 1o further reforms

PagerwOrk, ang
ooned Irput tac credt
progEiae

® Na rotiom lor amourts
Derw 110,090, povsdeng
NS 0 be canceded

andd those will be taken up
as needed, bt the balk o
Ll are nom donwe

NIRMALA

SITHARAMAN

New mwmviires bhehy )
to corrw indo Sace

Neniser

frorm A L 200

have o be rusted... and
we  shouldn't be oo
inbrusive.”

Thurschay s meet in New
Delhl came over a year af
er its previous meeting =
September 2005, during
which #t had ratomalised
the rages on most poods
and services, and redaced
the total number of tax
slabes under the GST. The
GST Council has approved
a system that will provide

greater certalnty about the
documnenes required dur

ing registration, According
10 the government, 6% of
taxpayers are granted au

Iomatic registration within
theew working s,

The upgraded system
approved by the Council is
expected 1o streamline the
process for the remasing
bwerisk  taxpaners  In
avolding gueries and rejec
tlons. The new system will

also incorpocse a sanpli-
Sed registration mechan-
s for small taxpayers
who  provide  supplies
through e commerce pla
formes, and it has also
eaxsed the process lor
amendments 1o and can
cellations of regstrations

This will now alow
small e-commerce sellers
0O register in & seglle Stale
raother than in each Staw
where they sell goods

The Centre has also
shared a concept note with
the GST Council and has
recemved s in-princple ap-
proval for an optonal
scheme for  busimesses
with a turmover of up 10 35
crore that supply 1o con-
sumers, allowing them w0
Sl retunms once a year in-
stead of quarverly,

The Smal decision om
this will come up for ap-
proval in the mext GST
Council meeting

Refunds are proposed 1o
be acknowledaed within 10
days, down from the cur

Goods can be inspected or seized only by the
officer of supplier or destination State, it said

rennt 15 days, Based on »
risk assessment, the po
vernment estamates that
9% of the claims will be

feleased  within theee
working days of
acknowledgement.
Reducing disputes

The Council bas also said
that goods moving bet
Wt SEates can bw inspect-
o, detained or seted only
by the ofhcer of the sup
plier or destmation Stase
and not by sy officer in
tweens

Further, goods can now
be mmercepted anly on the
basis of “speciic el
gence” and only with auth
orisaticm of 2 Joint Com-
misskomer level officer.

“This prevents sbitrary
checks by GST enforce
ment wings thae afect the
movement of goods from
one Stae 10 another,” Ms
Stharaman said.

“This would sgnihcant-
ly improve the ecase of
movement of goods™

QQ B (Dvhul
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* J&1 GST Act (a'{@rqaﬁarw a:fitﬁun)aﬂtGST Council(?ﬁ'@'cﬁ \)) AT Council (ST0TZT Uitye)
‘-Tﬁ"ﬁ) EAR QY foaor 2t o feam mam &: - Gﬂ'Q'HTﬁQﬂGE Ush gaures A (Constitutional
l. GST Act (3%q U HaT &t aitafaaw) & Body) 2 ST Rd ®§ GST &0 iR i frag 3 &
o T T AT T TUTAT =l T s o @ 1019 e g foru gat=a vl &= aredt g )
fiafm, 2046 3 aed| | s 2017 i GST 1| 36 A *  wduThIE STEHE:
3%‘31 Tk A, Uk " (One Nation, One Tax) & Tagia =1 9 T o SW?»('JVI'@ TR Gfaem 313@3 279A
o] D ) (Article 279A) # fFam T 2
* weg favwan: o U7 o qregafa dfeem d@emeE % @ g F 60 i % ofia
o mﬁmﬁm(Subsuming of Indirect Taxes): GST ¥ &g 3 Y IS FT BT Fd 8l
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ST AT STl el
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Finance)wwm%ﬁﬂﬂ'ﬁmmmmﬁﬁ
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Cap
°3ff 3R YT W H ST (Tax Rates) &1 fAuifa wEran
[ ETTE 3T

L B< (Exemptions), 3-a forer, fre wrefed 3t HATeH
(Comphiance) et &t I

F2 S U1 % 9 GST 9 52 faamat st s

T AR T sk (Voting Structure):
o qftyg #1318 ff ol Iufterd it wae™ & aret et &
@ farore argwa @ foran st 21
* WHdHEN (Weightage):
* g TTHR  AIC F 5o Fa dlel 1 1/3 (33.33%)
T &l
* [ TS BRI A1l Fl FHiel oo et 2/3
(66.67%) BT 2l

LS {’(ouva‘" %’°M_,

57at GST HIETHe dae (8 sraear 2026) ¥ fa w3t fen Hiarmor
ol STEAET1 H 5 g AR Ufqeriass fifard Bedt fgmuE, s@eEE
T HET I 2o 20 H 95eITd o aATd HAIUTAT (Compliance)
T AT T, TR-3TqrefieRioT (Decriminalisation), IR
TSI T &

3% ¥ for U yE see i fawmrfet e gt €

. FSTeHh ITIhAT 3T THATAT H 91 WEd (Decriminalisation)

AT <At vIi~RaT @ (Arrest Powers Scrapped): GST
TR & shigTaral ot g e &t 91fehat (Section 69)

o it ey < g 21

Srefreray ferfive & agtadt: GST ATl 3 18 e
(Prosecution) I[& F ~dH g1 %1 Eh'ﬂg_'@f dglchl TS5 EF!:IEER
A RIER]

HTHTA AT GeraT: fhet fafire 4ot § 7 31 aret et +
AT ST (General Penalty) 25,000 & 92TeR 10,000 T fea
T 2
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" e ST O ITC: FufET R S e # o i o i et U feet: 75 g aF F THET At B2C FRIaEt %
TS B TR TS v diferd! 9T 379 ITC firerm e e fest arsr a1 fagia &9 & sTuie foram w2, foaw 3
o ITRTECTR WX WEA: Zeilshid 21al (Telecom Towers) 3 g § | fred vinr ot 2o fammet smam 9z 3m)
FREH ¥ aret forar ¢ arguersAt 9t ot [TC #om F: i 32 *  %10,000 ¥ FH F A &qF: 10,000 F FH F S A H FHIS -
RIER ] &1 A1fed (Show-Cause Notice) ST 7€t faram simam)
*  HU IR TFEUTIS Feh: Wl et I FHHH FR0M 4 78 fHy * 3-whmH farsharadt @t Uea: BIe S faskarsti 1 gu usai |
0 UFEITIE F27eh 9 He [TC THAH & 2l HAT H Wifds AT (Physical Office) @I i TTEvIHar A&l
*  SHMER WG i TUAT: T ZHT S 7 FHT i T BRI, o ST ehiH o SR i J&d T4 a1 Gahll
GiER &1 ITC Tah ht gue it grftert & fore srfesmifat i —4- frdig 31 urer uftges W ot
ue farery afufa s 1% 2, i 3 7E | foard 3 o TTEe-geh Tthe: frde Foi i radt au | 15 G @ g 10
fam i g 21 90% uma frke siteifes Sifaw geais & =g 3w
fearat & i weE & fa s
- §-€f%ﬁ3ﬁ‘(mw:ﬁﬁmﬁﬁﬂﬂﬁiﬁm(%ysical
/S«GSTEﬁﬁaﬁéWﬁ(NoRatcChanges) Check) 3el Sealel 31 GIHAT SHHRT o HTHR T 37 Feled T T
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* g d GST 30 ¥ 38 #el W foer &id & fog a4 # shaer uas fave &g §A-ELE I TREE STEH EA
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INDIA bloc protests against CEC at Rajghat

PO Bloc leaddens stage & pescedsl protest of Nahutmu Gandhi's memorial ot Ryphat n New Delhi on Thundeg #

sandeep Fhukan
NEW DELHI

For the third day in a row,
leaders of the Indlan Na
tlonal Developmental, n
clusive Allamce (INIHA) on
Thursday peotested in Del
hi against alkeged “wvote
chovi (theft)™ and demand
od the removal of Chief
Election  Cosmmssioner
(CEC)  Cyanesh  Komar,
stagging 2 symbolic sare-
gpraha =t Mabatmas Gand
hi's memoriad at Ragghat,
New Delhi.

Pollowing two days of
faceoffs with the police,
Opposition leaders were al
lowed o hokd 2 peacetul
prosest ar Ragghar withour
being prevented from
reaching there. They of
fered] Noral erdases at the
memoeial, with Congress
president Mallikaram
Kharge  savieg  they
"prayed that the HIP go-
vermmnent gets the wisdom

@ ’¢(lll vl -'.'r.ri, A
the CEC, and protect the
tizen's right to vote”,

The INDIA Bloc said it
will contue B protest on
Fridary

Leaders of the Oppos
tion bl are likely o
march cowards Rasherapan
Bhavan alter assembliog at
the Parlamenmt House In
the momieg.

Senir leaders, inchad
oy Mamata  Trinamool
Congress chief Mamasa B
nerjee, may  oin  the
march, even though Pres
dent Drougpadi Murmu has
not Vel gven am appoint:
Ml 10 meet thefn.

Show af unity

Leader of the Oppositon
m the Lok Sabha Raded
Gandhi accused Prime M
nber Narendra Modi, Ln
on Momme Minister Amit
Shah aend Mr. Kusssaar of “Ti
gcking™ the country by al
kegedly Indulging In the

woie thell,

In 2 repliny of Wednes-
d&n’s outreach, Mr. Kharnge
hosted 2 lunch for Opposs-
tom MPs and leaders at
Moets restaurant in the
Outer Circle of Connaught
Flace. In a show of Opposé
tiom unity, keaders ol the
Sexjwad Party, Shiv Se
ma {(UBT) and the Natlonad
it Congress Party (Sharsd-
chanden Pawmar)  were
present ot Thursday's
lunch

Imeractimg with repor-
ters after the Junch, Mr.
Gamclhi tarpeted Mr. Modi,
Mr. Shah, RSS chief Mohan
Bhagwat and Mr. Kumar,
accusing them of “destrow:
ing” the Constinuion.

He cladened than around
300 MPs wanied 10 hold a
peaceful dharmg on the
fest day, Dot were stopped
mear the Election Commmes
slon's ofhice, while on the
second chay, they were pre
vented from godng 1o Jartar

Mastar and were “Dbeaten
up”. “They will be brougin
to ustace. This s our guar-
rantee, anxl you will see it
happen,” he sod

Comgress general secre-
ary lorganssation) K.C. Ve
nugopal said the ININA
bloc had sent a message by
holding the protest at Kaj-
ghat.

“Entire democracy s
been completely Anished
by Me. Mochi and Mr. Shah
through Gyanesh Kumar,
We harve come here (o pray
to the Mahatma,™ be said

Besides Congress lead-
ers such as Priyanka Gand-
hl Vadra and Kodkunndl
Suresh, Abhishek Banerjee
of the Mamata Trinamool
Congress, Johmn Brimas ol
thw Comsmaist Party of In
dia Marxist), I Sandosh
Kussaar of the Commmunist
Party of India, and Manoj
Jha of the Rashiriya Janata
Dl were also present ot
the Rajghat protest,

CJP leaders
alert police on
threat videos
ahead of rally

) ECT

’
f

Lavpreet Kaur

NEW DELHI

Abead of the October 10
protest at Delhi's Jantar
Mantar, several videos
containeg threats of
viodenwe agalnst
demsonsireces havw
dreulated on sockal media.
Organisers of the protest,
including Cockroach kanta
Partys (CIP) Sanrawv Dos,
have urged the Dethi
Poloe to take preventive
actiom against those
allegedly Issurg the
threms.

FULL REFORT ON
» PAGE §

7000 CRPF
personnel
mobilised for
Delhi protest

Vikaits Singd

NEW DELHI

AL least W0 companies of
the Centrad Reserve Police
Foerce (CRPF), compriseg
arvund 7,000 persoomel,
who are currently
deploved in West Bengal
and Chhantisgarh, are
being mobilksed for
Law-and-order duties In
Delhi, ahead of the peotest
calied by the Cockroach
Janta Party oo October 10,
sccarding to two official
COMTUNC s ons beasd on
(ctober Sad 6

FULL REFORT ON
»PAGES

YouTube Homework
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‘What is andolanjeevi?’: HC
questions use of the termin __ s
Satyam Verma detention case ———

Ishita Mishra
NEW DELHI

on Thursday questi

the use of the term "ando-
lanjeevi” and how it found
its way into a government
document mentioning the
grounds of detention un-
der the National Security
Act issued by Gautam
Buddhaghs — by

gistrate | Medha Roopam
against j TST—rtye
Verma, an accused in the
Noida workers’ protest.

The order in Hindi, de-
scribed Mr. Verma as an “il-
logical, stubborn and vio-
lent andolanjeevi® whose
“warped ideology” led to
the unrest.

“Where does this term
‘andolanjeevi’ come
from?” Justice Atul Sreedh-
aran asked the Additional
Advocate General repre-
senting the Uttar Pradesh
government.

The Bench came down
heavily on the authorities
asking how a person’s ide-
ology, reading material or
organisational ties could,

s [ o
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The Noida Authority's order on

the grounds of Salagalerma's
detention described him as a

‘violent andolanjeevi’. FILE PHOTO

on their own, form a valid

basis for  preventive
detention.
The questions came

during the hearing of Mr.
Verma's plea challenging
the District Magistrate's 12
May detention order, along
with the State govern-
ment’s approval and con-
firmation orders. He has
sought quashing of the or-
ders, his immediate re
lease and compensation
for alleged illegal deten-
tion. The Bench of Justices

Youlube Homework

> Article - 22 — Fze i)
32 WA94)
hL}‘\v“

«\e37-2
Sreedharan and Achal
Sachdev reserved its order.

The term “andolanjee-
vi" was popularised by
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, who used it in a Ra-
jya Sabha speech on 8 Fe
bruary 2021 about e
2020-21 farmers’ protght. |

refers to “profesgo
protesters” or peopléwho ﬁH(
thrive on agitations.
According to the order
mentioning the detention
grounds, a copy of which is
with The Hindu, Mr. Verma
is a founding member of

the F{evnlution.’lrv Workers
Party of India a

riter of
hasl
ing as

an ideological instigator
who indirectly incited Noi-

da's industrial workers to
violence, arson and van-
dalism.

Workers in the Noida in-
dustrial area staged a se-
ries of protests in April ov-
er issues such as wage
hike, working hours and
better overtime pay, with
violence reported during
one such stir on April 13.

HNGY

Mazdoor Bigul.
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ISRO employees seek
talks with Chairman
over privatisation row

» ISRO —
» PSLV
» GSLV —

/

Hemanth C.S.
BENGALURU

The Joint Action Council
(JAC), representing nine
Indian Space Research Q-
ganisation (ISRO) .em-
ployees’ associations, have
sought a meeting with

Chairperson of the space
agency, V. Narayw{x to
discuss key issues, such as
emerging threats of privati-
sation and transfer of tech-
nology, among others.

In a letter dated October

7, the nine associations re-
quested an early struc-

tured personal interaction
or meeting to discuss the
future role of the ISRO,
emerging threats of privati-

sation, transfer of technol-
ogy, and operational func-
tions of launch vehicles
and facilities.

They have sought a clar-
ification on other pressing
employee issues, including
inordinate stagnation after
Cadre Review, recruitment
and attrition, concentra-
tion of functional posi-
tions, vigilance clearance
relating to Performance
Related Incentive Scheme,
and restoration of Joint
Consultative Mechanisms
(Joint Consultative
Machinery).

The JAC stated that fun-
damental doubts and con-
cerns raised by the em-
ployees were not clarified.
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Women account for 43% of

the workforce in India’s Ay-
ush services sector, with
their representation cross-
ing 50% in several organ-
ised segments, including
hospitals, dav-care
centres, educational insti-
tutions and wellness esta-
blishments, according to a
new assessment of the sec-
tor released by the Central
government on Thursday.

The Ayush Services Sec
tor Report, prepared by
the Research and Informa-
tion System for Developing
Countries (RIS) and re-
leased on Ayurveda Day
2026, estimates that the
sector supports L76 mil
lion livelihoods across
healthcare, wellness, edu-
cation and allied services,

Women's representa
tion is highest in spas and
wellness resorts, where it
exceeds 60%, followed by
educational institutions at
58%, day-care centres at
57% and hospitals at 53%,
says the report.

The hndings come as
the Ayush services econo-
my expands beyond tradi-
tional dlinical practice into
wellness, education, pre
ventive health and medical

Avurveda remains
the largest Avush

system, accounting
for 48% of sfry
revenue, sug

value travel, The sector,
comprising Ayurveda, Yo
ga and Naturopathy, Un-
ani, Siddha, Sowa-Rigpa
and Homoeopathy, was es-
timated at $36.92 billion in
2024-25. It has registered a
compound annual growth
rate of 16.91% since
202223,

Standalone clinics re-
main the largest segment,
generating an estimated

$16.21 billion, or 431.9% ol

the sector's revenue, Day-
care centres contribute
another $10.13 billion. To-
gether, the two segments
account for more than 70%
of the sector's revenue,
“More than one million k-
velihoods are concentrat-
ed in local and standalone
clinics, underlining the
sector's employment foot-
print across urban and ru
ral areas,” says the report.

Avurveda remains the
largest individual Ayush
system, accounting for
$17.73 billion, or about 48%
of the total services
revenue.
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Adequate response YO“TUbe HomeWOl‘k
The RBI policy review will need central > MPC - 2 m‘z -

assistance to eflectively iight inflaton
fler months of waiting and watching, the .
Re Bank of India (RED's Mo ' > : : s
A ekt s e 3> Neutral to Calibrated Tightening

act 1o try to rein i rising milation. s decision to

RR

ratse interest rates by 25 bps seemed mcreasmgly T

inevitable. The RBI now projects retail inflation at ’ RR —_— 5.50 'y g

4.9% in 2, higher than its August projection of —_— RRR
§.7°%. This is @t 1o rise in Q3 to 6% before easng T

margmally to 57% in Q4. Global ol prices have ’ SD F q 2 g
again crossed $100 a barrel following a brief re BT
prieve. India’s oil marketing companies, likely
following government instructions, have held off ™ \'
on passing most of ths increase on (o consumers. ’ MSF — g 7; ——
However, they cannot withstand such fscal pres —— el
sures forever. The impact of higher crude prices .
has been bad enough, but higher petrol and die = q 7 q
sel prices will likely send inflation spiralling. S ’ Bank Rate = el o
multaneously, a deficient monsoon is pushing up
foad prices and will continue to do so for the rest A
of the vear, When supply-side factors are the ” GDP G 7 h R — 7 1
pramary drivers of inflation, an interest rate hike \L row t ate *
can anly have second-order and largely marginal
effects on indlation. In such a scenario, the signal - .
sent by the MPC becomes as important as the ac ‘%—’ lnﬂatlon - CPI - 5.2
tual action. The MPC has used this Eest policy
review (o attempt to dampen inflation expecta Lo .
tions, an mportant area of action. The expecta - C l fl — 4 4
tiom of high inflation in the near future can often ’ 0 re n atlon e
become a self-fulfilling prophecy, ndependent of
the Bxctors driving prices up
A 25 bps interest rate hike is a careful nudge
rather than an inevitably ineffectusal bludgeon.
The fact that the MPC has changed its stance to
‘Galibrated tightening” from "neutral’ is the bigger
signal. The question no Jonger is whether the R
will hike rates in its next meeting in December,
bue by how much. The message from this sance
change is that the central bank will use all the
toals at its disposal to keep inflation in check. The
REBI also cdearly thinks that the economy can
withstand such tightening. It has revised up-
wards its GDP growth forecast for 200627 to 7.0%
from the 6.7% projected in August. That said, all
economic agencies have, even bedore interest
rates were hiked, been predicting a slowdown in
the second-half of the year. The growth-inflation
trade-oll will again test the RBIS definess. Hyggher
inberest rafes may also pause the ongoing exodus
of Foreign Portfolio Investors (FPls), giving the
RIM some exchange rate-refated] breathing room.
The central bank has done what it can on infla-
tion 50 far. The onus is now on the govermment. It
has several toals to control food inflation, such as
strategic buffers, import and export controls, an
ti-hoarding measures, and open market opera-
tions. Those need 1o be used more effectively.

SLR
CRR
SDF
MSF
Bank Rate

VVVVVVY
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Aroon Deep
NEW DELHI

he Department of
Telecommunica-
tions (DoT) on

Thursday rejected allega-
tions that it was shielding
oligarchs from competition
by delaying approvals for
SpaceX's Starlink satellite
internet service in India.
The statement came in
response to  billionaire
Elon Musk's charge on
Wednesday that “certain
oligarchs™ were hindering
Starlink’s launch in India.
Bharti-backed OmneWeb
and Reliance Industries
Lid's satellite internet arm
are the other rwo compa-

a2y

nies that have secured sa-
tellite internet authorisa-
tions from the DoT.

However, the DoT said
security assessments for
both operators are “cur-
rently under way”, stress-
ing that the regulatory fra-
mework applies uniformly
to all satellite communica-
tion providers.

“A post is being circulat-
ed on social media regard-
ing the fairess of India's
regulatory framework for
satellite  communication
services and  suggesting
that it is being applied in a
discriminatory manner,”
the DoT said. “The sugges-
tion that the framework or
its application is unfair or

discriminatory is baseless
and misconceived.”

At the India Mobile Con:
gress on Wednesday, Spa-
ceX executive Laure
Drever said she hoped
Starlink would have re-
ceived approval to begin
services in India by this
time next year. She also
said the company had al-

A

compliving with every
single law and

requirement of t
government of I

ndia to process In-
ylusers' data locally

he DoT said all satellite
‘ommunication  licensees
are required to demon
strate compliance with
specified security condi
tions before services can
be rolled out. “Under the
terms and conditions of li-

[sic], every such li
¢ is required to de
qrate compliance
ecurity conditions,”
the dgpartment said. “This
1s aighed at ensuring that
es provided meet va-
security require-
ents to ensure safety of
all users and their data”
Mr. Musk, however,
doubled down on his criti-
cism on Thursday, amplify-
ing several posts support-
ing Starlink’s launch in
India. “Starlink will be of
great help to areas of India
that have bad or no Inter-
net and even no mobile
coverage,” he said. “No
country has perfect cover-
age, including America,

inatory as baseless and misconceived: statement
locking the satellite internet service

but Starlink can 6l in the
coverage gaps for those
who most need it.”

In a subsequent post,
Mr. Musk named Reliance
Industries chairman Mu-
kesh  Ambani, asking
whether the latter was “the
real boss of India".

“Starlink is licensed in
over 165 countries and has
spent five years complying
with every single law and
requirement of the govern-
ment of India, so why stll
no license,” he asked.

Responding to a query
at the India Mobile Con-
gress on Thursday on Mr.
Musk's remarks, Reliance
Jio chairman Akash Amba-
ni declined to comment.
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Sensex, Nifty fall amid rising
crude prices, rupee decline

Gowri Lakshmi
MUMBALI

The benchmark index Nif-
ty 50 closed at its lowest le-
vel since 18 months on
Thursday, while the BSE
Sensex dropped 1.4%, to its
lowest since February 13,
2024. The Nifty stocks in-
dex closed »22231.80
points, down L6%, while
Sensex closed at 71,593.24
points.

Market analysts attribut-
ed multiple factors includ-
ing rising global crude oil
prices, persistent decline
in the rupee, and caution-
ary onset of Q2 (July-Sep-

hursday’s decline
followed the markets’
sharp reaction to the
MPC's decision to
hike interest rates

tember) earnings season to
the market’s downward
movement.

Thursday’s decline fol:
lowed a sharp reaction by
the markets on Wednesday
to the Monetary Policy
Committee’s (MPC) deci-
sion to hike interest rates
by 25 bps.

“During the session, the
Nifty breached the pre-

vious swing-low support ;
22,217 as well as theAey
April 2026 swing#Tow
22,182, Nandig Shaj"le-
puty vice ppfSidept, HDFC
Securitiegfaid i a report.
“The decBive break-
of these levels indi-
cates a further escalation
in selling pressure and an
intensification of the ongo-
ing downtrend.”

Ajit Mishra, senior vice-
president of research at Re-
ligare Broking added that
the market recovery that
occurred between April
and August was over now
and that the market would
likely fall further.
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ian strike on buses kills 30
atorsk; Kyiv vows response

ng to destroy all life in the Donbas region and the workd must respond 1o the attacks, savs Ukraine President

Zelenskyvy; visiting British Foreign Minister Ed Miliband sayvs Viadimir Putin is trving 1o win the war by terrorising cvilians'

kY

kraine on Thursday
U.suused Russia of
deliberately target

g cvilians after 30 peo
ple were killed when two
buses were blown up in the
frontline chty of Krama-
torsk, in one of the dea-
diiest single attacks for
WewRs,

Ukraine's President Vo-
kdvmyr Zelenskyy vowed
that the attack “will not go
unanswered” after photos
posted by local authorities
showed the bumt-our me
tal shell of the vehicles,
with bodies and debris
strewn across the road

“Russia s trying to des-
troy all e in (the) Donbas
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The site where two buses were Struck by projecties in Kramatorsk,
raar the frontline in eastem Ukraine, on Thursday. ars

{region) and the world
must respondd to this,” he
wrote on Telegram, warn-
g that the death toll could
rise. Police sald the buses
were hit with a glide bomb.
Three more people were

Killed in a nearby village as
a result of shelling, the
emergency services said.
The strikes come just a
day after frve children were
among 22 killed when a
Russian missile flattened a

five-storey aparnmment
block in Pryviuky, in the
northern Chemihiv region.
“The Russians are delib
erately tangeting civilians”
Donetsk Governor Vadvm
Fllashkin sald, accusing
Moscow of louting “every
conceivable rule of warfare
and norm of International
humanicarian law™,
Kramatorsk City Council
called it “yet another hor-
rilse crime committed by
the Russian army against
the onilian population”,
“Once again, the Rus-
slans have struck a location
where there are absobutely
no military targets” it ad-
ded. There has been
mounting concern about
the increase in cwvilian
deaths and injuries in the

nearly five-vear contlict, as
both sides step up Jong-
range attacks beyond thedr
borders

Since Russia's mvasson
in February 2022, Ukraine
has accused its forces of
deliberately attacking and
killing avilians.

Touring the site of the
Prviuky attack on Thurs-
day, visiting UK. Foreign
Minister Ed Miliband said
there was “no dearer sign
of Putin's evil, evil intent
and strategy in this con
flict™. “Putin once said that
he was going to win on the
bantlefield,” he wold repor
ters, a8 London an-
nounced more sanctions
on Moscow, “He 5 trving o
win by terrarising
civilans.”
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U.S. suspends major IT firms
from green card programme .0~

Youlube Homework

» HI1B Visa
T——

Reuters
WASHINGTON

The US. government is
suspending Microsoft,
Adobe and several large IT
firms from a programme

that allows skilled foreign
workersTO gain Dermanent
residency, senior U.S. offi-

cials announced on Thurs-
day, citing alleged fraud,
and as part of an effort to
push companies to hire
more Americans.

“Our message to Micro-
soft is: You're a great Amer-
ican company, but you've
got to hire great American
workers,” U.S. Vice Presi-
dent J.D. Vance said.

Secretary of Labour
Keith Sonderling added
that some of the largest IT
firms in the world would
also be suspended from
that programme, including
Cognizant, Infosys, Tata,
Wipro, HCL and Capgemi-

J.D. Vance

ni. “We will not accept any
new or process any pend-
ing permanent labour cer-
tification applications in-
volving these companies,”
Mr. Sonderling said.

Mr. Vance accused Mi-
crosoft of abusing the H-1B
visa programme, saying
they had “laid off 6,000
American workers while
replacing them with 6,300
H-1Bs.” Microsoft pushed
back, saying the “vast ma-
jority” of its US. em-
ployees were Americans.

The company said that
of the roughly 6,000 H-1B
applications it filed in the
last fiscal year, 80% were to
extend or change the st:
tus of existing Micros
employees rather than fo
hire new staff.

Nine elite universitigs,
also including Yale, Stdn-
ford and the MIT, would §l-
so be probed over a sepi:
rate visa programme fo
study exchanges, Mr.
Vance said.

The H-IB programme
has long been a target of
Trump supporters who say
that the programme un-
dercuts American workers
and is rife with abuse.

H-1B visas are meant for
high-skilled jobs that are
dithcult to find American
workers to fill. Technology
companies are the biggest
users, with nearly three-
quarters of approvals going
to workers from India.
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Associated Press
NEW YORK

U.S. authorities added new
torture charges on Thurs-
day to their case against
former Venezuelan Presi-
dent Nicolas Maduro,
ramping up pressure on
the ousted~endes-atready
fhighting drug_trafficking
allegations.

Mr. Maduro and wilyCi-
lia Flores, already chfirged
with participating i a con-
spiracy to send ghcaine in-
to the U.S., now also face
allegations of human rights
abuses during his time as
President of the oil-rich
South American nation.

The updated indictment
“alleges conduct that is
truly unthinkable,” New
York-based U.S. Attorney
Jamie McDonald said out-
side the courthouse where
the case is being handled.
He said thousands of Vene-
zuelans, and some Ameri-

Nicolas Maduro

cans, were tortured to en-
sure that Mr. Maduro and
Ms. Flores held onto
power.,

“This is the epitome of

corruption,” Mr. McDonald
said.

The allegations include
electric shocks, beatings
and asphyxiation at Mr.
Maduro's behest. Mr. Ma-
duro, the indictment
claims, signed off on tor-
ture methods, sought and
got updates on specific vic-
tims’ treatment, watched a
video of a forced confes-

New U.S. indictment charges
Nicolas Maduro with torture

sion and personally threa-
tened the killing of one pri-
soner’s child “as a form of
psychological torture”.

Ms. Flores, a former le-
gislator and attorney gen-
eral, helped develop the
repressive system and or-
dered the torture of some
specific people, the indict-
ment contends.

The couple pleaded not
guilty in the U.S. drug case
first brought vears ago
against them and numer-
ous alleged co-conspira-
tors. Their attorneys have
asked for the case to be dis-
missed on the grounds that
they have immunity as the
leader and first lady of a fo-
reign country. They face
potential sentences of life
in prison if convicted.

Mr. Maduro has been
under investigation for
vears by the International
Criminal Court over allega-
tions of crimes against
humanity.
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Taiwan detec

Hewters
AN

A Chimese molitia oot was
wolted  akeg with two
peher vessels off Tawan's
Pacihc coast In Algies,
cording o 2 survellance
repott reviewed tw Rew
ters, the Srst known sighe
g of such a crafl = the
st L ares.

The report by Taswam's
Apex  Averion  demibes
the Misfsdingyw OO as
a fshing boee that doubles
2s 2 Chinese milkk vessel,
which was sevm operating
with a4 Chisese counstnuard
Culler and a research ves
sl ome day In mkch-Aupust

China, which views Tai
WaN S S oW erninory,
has stepped up acoviey off
the isbancd's eondt coast sce
e with regular coust
guard parrods.

Officials
which rejects Beding's so
vercimy claims, sy they
believe Chima = practising
for & potential maritime
blockade using owverlap
ping mulitary, paramibzary
and credian assers

Taipei regards the arca
off ks cast coast as crivkcal
0 warfime supgey roddes
froens alies a1 the vvenil of 4

blockade or conthcr.

‘Marassment deills’

China was “usng law en
forcement and sclentihc
resennch s coner Bor ha
rassssend, seokingd 0 ea
pand their scope of opera
tors dunng a noncontlict
scemanio o create 3 iy
shon of de facro Jursdic
ton,” Talwan's Defence M
nistry sodd Bewdersy » 2
sladermenil  when  asled
abous the Apex repon

Mersstiond  order  and
challenge Taman's mari
tme rights, the Mmistiry
somd, adding thee the s
MAnds milary was usng
reconnassance wols W
track Chinese activity in
coordnation  with  otheer
agencies, Induding Tal
wan's coast gisand

China's Taraun Allairs
Othee and Defence Minis
try did not respomd %o e
@uests for Commerne

In a practice dating w0
the 15505, China’s marl
feme mibbs, ey com
monhy  olservd  around
South China Sea ash
podnts, comsists of hshang
vessels whose oreas e
celve tralning and support
oo operate In disputed wa
ters, often alongade coget
gusand ships

Analysts say the feet

Senutive sighting & oow

'.n T WA, Wy -

helps Beijng issert mari
time claams while main-
Lening a civilian
Appearance

Tawan has confirmed
that the Mwmfdiggu, the
Codst guard culter 2502
and the research vessel

Niang Kaaw Hong OO were
operating near Tarwan o
mid-Asgnet, said two e
nlor Talwan offcak
bricled on the matter
Aithoreses identihed
e fdng Doat as part of
the Poople’s Liberation Ar

oy s seseritione meiliess Mewe,
whach Takbwan was racking
and which was cpernicing
"in coorcdhmation with Chi
s COut Jieand mmar i
harassment drdls™, one ol
oy |

“The purpose of mibesy
bowts is o condact sub
santive harassment,” the
ficial saidd

The other oficid said
the three Cralt were opera
g CInoan area ot oom
monly used by Chiness
vessels™ and had been “de
sgnaied e heightened
mottioeing”

The officlals spoke on

coadithon of ancaymty e

cause of the senservny of
the maw

‘Whaole of soclety’ push
The Apex report s a re
Cfstabsance abcrall the
company opefales detect

wd 2 Chawew  maritine
Srosg moee thees 30 sans
cal miles off the coast of
Parwan’s eastern county of
Hitalwrn

he company asked that
the dape of the spotting be
withheld, citing safety cone
cerns related o coumer re
connalssance  against s
l!'h’l’.l‘l s

The repoet iwes radie
screenshots, infrared imag
Y and OHTRnc-emn
caton system datas 1o doos
ment the Ausier of vesseks

The parrol by Apex, bet
o o Sor pllof traming
aead chuarer Nighits, reflects
Talwan's efloets o lmvalve
cvilian Srms in technoio-
pes relervant so the gevem:
ment’s “whole of sociery
resibence” Inesntive,
though the company says
s pamrels e indepen
dently rum and noe camried

ft its eastern coastline for the first time

ol R O oser el

Chinese warships, coust
guard wvessels, rescarch
ships and some civikam
veww b contimm o operaty
N overlapping  ways,
‘Creating pressure In the
walters surrounang T
wan”®, sakd Hoomor Hung
Apex's Dedence and Securd
v Darecior

The theew Chinesse vs
el were spread over a
roughly O-mmmical-mle
radivs, Homor s, addng
that one surveilimce track
ng could mot determine
Ehelr msaions of Ay Cooe
Sralion siorgd hess

APeK uses a chvilem R
Jircralt equepped with a
poswerful US -madde radar
chat allows s patroks oo O
pect objects om the surface
as smadl 2 SO0 sgquare cen
erires (MO suee In
Ches)
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Houthis claim another strike on airport
in Rivadh, warn airlines of ‘consequences’

Associated Press
CAIRO

Several explosions were
heard in Saudi Arabia's
capital of Rivadh on Thurs-
day, including a large blast
at the city's international
airport, a day after the
kingdom said an attack on
the airport killed one per-
son and wounded others.
Houthi (Ansar Allah) re-
bels in neighbouring Ye-
men claimed responsibility
for the new attack on King
Khalid International Air-
port, saying the ballistic
missile caused damage but
giving no evidence. The

A fighter affiliated with the Houthis fmng his machine gun as they
advance against Yemeni government troops in Taiz. AFp

Saudis had no immediate
comment about the claim.

The spokesperson for
the Saudiled coalition
fighting the Houthis, Major
Genereal Turki al-Malki,

said they intercepted and
destroyed two ballistic mis-
siles launched by the
Houthis toward Riyadh,
along with a ballistic mis-
sile fired toward Khamis

Mushait, in the southwest
near the Yemen border.

The Houthis have re-
peatedly claimed attacks
against Saudi airports, mil-
itary and oil facilities in re-
cent days. Early on Thurs-
day, the rebels warned
global airlines “for the last
time” about the potential
consequences of operating
in Saudi airspace, which it
called a theatre for its mili-
tary operations.

King Khalid Internation-
al Airport “closed again,”
the Flightradar24 monitor
said on Thursday after-
noon on X not long after
the blasts.
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Canadian poet Anne Youlube Homework
Carson wins Nobel 0 wne oy £

Yot res 4 P— 2 . »
Prize in Literature —— "/;’ Medicine

Associstod Press
STON RN

Canadian  post, essavia
and trarskior Anne Car
som won the Nobed Price in
Itersture om Thursday for
playful,  gemwe-blending
works thae hese the classi
cal andd the modern

Toroeso-borm Ms. Car
san, 76, draws an theme
and stories Brom ancie
Greek and Roman I
ture lor wricing chat of
bletids dlements of poets
esaary and Sction

The permaswnl  secre
tary of the Swedeh Acade
oy i CarPwery saai] the
author was in loelamd "lis
tening 10 the wind™ when
the acadesy reached
10 mocify her of the
“She was very taken §§ sur
prise.” she sald.

Asked how &
about the award, Ms.
som told the keelandic pu
blic broadcaster RUV: <)
think they re all craey.” She
descnbed the conversation
with the academy as “rath-
er halung”.

"“They bhve the waml
quesnons, and | have no
anwers.” She sald poetry
Is “probably more useful
1han prose right now be
Canse B lsrer, and every
Doy is in a hurry, 5o hasi
cally | think s good
because it's brief. Excegn
Homer. Hommer's not brief ™

M. Carson = among the
more highprofile recems
winners of the Bterature
Nobel, which ofiem ho
nours authors ke known
outside of the Nrerary
world and s soesetimes
critictsed Sor vahuing Nrer
ALY experEneniabion ot
the ability 10 connect with
& brcex] resadership

Hhowever, the proee can
also introduce readers 10
writers and works beyond
their own Ganguages or

fvh

; Mis. Askndd how
the price wonld changse ber
wiles, shw saad: 'l gt &
sticker om the front of my

rks by Carson

M Carson's books indude
Eros the Bittersweet, Auto
agraphy of Red, as well as
Men in the O Hours, and
Nermu  Manwe  Baber
Troy,

works of chassical Geewk In
erature that, the academy
said, “may be regarded as
independent  works  in
thew own nghe”’

They incude If Nex,
Winrer, based on poem
fragmenss by Sappha, S0
phocles’ ragc plays Elx
v and Aseigosse and Euri
pides’ Bakthual.

“Almost &8 her Bierary
production  has  centred
upon the intersection bet
weent the philologes's ob
sessiom with words amd the
poet’s desire o new
mesning,” sod Anders Ols
som, chair of the Nobel Lt
erature Comanimer

Ms. Carson  blends
genres and stvies, offering
“diferent volces that play
off against each other,” he
adde)

The prize money this
vear 5 12 silion Swedish
kronor Gabout $1.2 millicoe)
per prize. The prize was
announced i Ssockbolm.
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