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States with Approved
PLI Projects (Specialty Steel)

Gujarat

Karnataka «

Source: Ministry of Steel
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‘Blanket ban
on transit Is
over-reaching’

Aristnadas Rajagopal
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NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on Fri
day found the Delhi Polic-
e's move to shue down free
movement o and within
the national capital ahead
of the protests on Saturday
“over-reaching”. The court
todd the Unlon government
and the Delhi Police that a
“distinction exists between
total “prohibition’ and the
regulation’ of Metro and
other rain movements™.

A threejudge Bench
drew an assurance [from
Solicitor-General  Tushar
Mehta that he would “im
press upon the authorities
o reassess the travel
prohibations.

Choasing gentle persua-
sion over a legal show
down in the courtroom,
the court pressed for the

The Central Secretanat Metro station closed in view of 8 progest
spanst CEC Gyanesh Mumar in Deli on October 2. AN

operation of Metro and
other rail services in the
national capital in a “suita
bie and regulated
manner”,

“We clarify that alth-
ough there shall be no out-
right prohibition on the
movement of Metro trains,
a prudent decision may be

made to permit the opera-
tion of Metro trains and
other rail services in a suit-
able and regulated man-
ner. Such a decision should
be widely publicised to
prevent further inconve-
nience,” the court directed
in a four-page order,

The Bench, headed by

Youlube Homework
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Chief Justice of India Surya
Kant, &id not expand on
what it exactly meant by a
“suitable and regulated
manner”, but indicated
the restrictions must be
proportionate

The court even suggest-
ed that the govermment
ought 1o find an open, spa-
clous site lor protesters to
“peacefully and lawfully”
protest in the capital. The
protest is expected to hap-
pen at Jantar Mantar, the
designated site for voicing
dissent n the natonal
capital.

However, the court re-
marked that central Delhi
was usually cramped with
no  washroom, medical
and drinking water facili-
ties. The government
found the court’s propaosal
for an alternative protest
site welcome, and prompe-

elhi over-reaching: SC

lv agreed to take a
decision.

The hearing began with
an impromptu oral men
toning by senlor lawvers
before the Bench. They
urged the court to step in,
saving the capital has been
“heavily barricaded”, mak-
ing Iree movement virtual-
lv impossible

A writ petition filed by
Commumist Party of India
(Marxist) general secretary
M.A. Baby said express
trains 1o Delhi, from as lar
away a5 Keralam, were
cancelled on Friday.

Justice Bagchi stressed
that freedom of association
was indeed a fundamental
right, but it had to be veni
fied whether permission
for the protest had been
obtained. The judge said
that if not, the protest may
prove to be illegal,
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Govt. is against monopolies: -
Minister on Musk’s remarks

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Union Communications
Minister Jyotiraditya Scin-
dia said on Friday that In-
dia “does not allow a mo-
nopoly in any sector”,

referring to SpaceX chief

executive officer Elon
Musk’s allegations that “oli-
garchs™ were blocking Star-
link service’s availability in
India. Starlink is a satellite
Internet service operated
by SpaceX.

“For us in the Depart-
ment of Telecommunica-
tions [DoT], we are tech-
nology agnostic,” Mr.
Scindia said. “Our job is to
be able to provide the bou-
quet of services to every
single customer. It is for

Jyotiraditya Scindia

the customer to choose, in
a free market, which ser-
vice he or she prefers.”

Mr. Scindia reiterated
the DoT’s statement assert-
ing that all three satellite
Internet  licence appli-
cants, Starlink, Jio and
Bharti-backed OneWeb,
were at the same stage.
“Once the revenue charges
system is finalised — once
each one of these parties,

party A, B and C, all three
individually, based on their
achievement of milestones
with regard to security,
concerns and prereq
sites, have fulfilled the
quirements then
viously they can
operations,” he said.

curity clearance — wq
layed, Mr. Scindia
“You say something i
snap, and DoT quickly ag-
nounces it, and then si
months later we will be
asked why we announced
it in such a hurry.”

RELATED REPORTS ON
» PAGE 3
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Aaratrika Bhaumik
NEW DELHI

he Supreme Court
| I lun Friday dismis-
sed the Andhra

Pradesh government’s ap
peal against a High Co
ruling that struck dowf its
decision to restore 34% re-
servation for Backward
Classes (BC) in local bo-
dies. The court upheld the
October 1 verdict that the
State had failed to produce
the empirical data neces-
sary to justify breaching
the 50% reservation
cedling.

Senior advocate Mukul
Rohatgi contended before
a Bench of Justices Dipan-
kar Datta and Sheel Nagu
that the State's decision

a2q
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this data can
be considered. This ks a
unified Gamily survey.
Under what law is
this being made? Very
-asonable approach
by the High Court
SUPREME COURT

was supported by demo-
graphic data and other em-
pirical material, but the
High Court had erroneous-
ly concluded that it fell
short of the requirements
previously laid down by
the top court for breaching
the 50% reservation cap.
The Bench observed
that figures drawn from a

You show us how

unified family survey were
insuthcient to justify the
enhanced quota in the ab-
sence of a specific empiri-
cal assessment of back
wardness and
representation in local bo-
dies. “You show us how
this data can be consi-
dered. This is a unified fa
mily survey, Under what

TDP to give 34%
seats to BCs in
local polls: Naidu

Reacting to the SC verdict, AP.
CM N. Chandrababu Naidu sad
the TOP would continue to
ensure representation for BCs
by allotting 34% seats in the
local body polls.

law is this being made? Ve
ry reasonable approach by
the High Court,” the Bench
remarked while dismissing
the plea.

The State argued the
2026 quota exercise was
based on a fresh survey, lo-
cal-body data and a dedi-
cated commission’s
findings.

L
A

ejects A.P. plea to restore
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With the Luest reforms, GST miight
finally become a ‘good and simple tax’
T he decisions taken by the Goods and Ser

vices Tax (GST) Council in its 57th meet
ing on Thursday reveal two distinct
changes m the attitude of the tax admingstration:
incressed trust in the togpayer, and reduced an-
xlety over tax revernies, This Is a big change from
the system in place so far, where taxpayers have
been bogged down by compiance reguirements,
and the tax enforcement has used this complexaty
to try to extract every rupee it Gan. The data show
gross collections have not often devised signih-
cantly from the mean over the Last two vears, Al-
ter mune years, taxpayers have also become fami-
liar, if not comfortable, with the tax fling system.
The previous meeting also rectified most rate-re-
lated issues in GST and even reduced the number
of slabs, a major driver of the complexity of the
tax system. The time was ripe for a significam
overhaul of the processes and admintstracion of
GST, and the Councll has delivered. Thursday’s
reforms address comphcations in the entire chain
of GST paperwork, from registration and return
Hlirgg, to refunds and litigation. The theust is wo re-
duoce human discretion in these processes by au-
tomating registrations, reducing the number of
times small businesses have to file returns, han-
diing refunds through computer-based verifica:
thom, and sigmificantly reducing the powers of GST
offcers, In essence, trust the tagpanver 10 comply,
and crack down only when noo-compliance is de-
maonstrable. That &5 the way & should be, instead
of 2 ‘gallty unell proven innocent” approach,
Whille all the simplification measures are wel- ~
come, some specific ones deserve special men- -
thon as they will substantlly ease areas of major
discontent. So G, taxpayers were demsed input
tax credies (OTC) umtil their suppliers had Bled
their retumns. This meant that thousands of ge-
nuine businesses that had recetved supplies and
paid taxes on them were denied ITC, leading to a
drving up of crucil working capital. The GST
Council has tasked 2 committee to find a solution
that can be Implemensed by April 1. Removing the
arrest powers of GST afficers s another step that
will significantly reduce harassment, as will tight-
ening the rules around inspection, searches, and
seizures of consignments. The Centre has also
used this opporTunity 10 imtroduce a faxceless as-
sessiment system for Central GST registered com-
paries, along the lines of the popular Gceless sys-
tem in income tax. The decision to review rates
only once a year, and implement rate changes on
ly at the start of Bnancial vears, removes signifi-
cant uncertainty that usually arises each time the
Council meets. In Its ¥och vear, GST Is finally stan
Ing to ook ke what w shoukd have at the tme of
rollown.
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India’s ‘WorldSkil

e Rbsamavad Gig, in verse 1846, sy
T owa-karmana tam abbyarcine siddhim

vinsdkaty svangvah — & person Mtains
perfection by worshipping through their own
work, This imgplees (et & workbenchy, & knchen or
a workshop floor cam be a place of devotion, and
a craft practsed with care = 2 virtue in zself, mot
merely 2 means of bvelibood. Prame Minister
Narendra Mod! recently met india’s medal
winmers it the 45th WorkdSkills Competition,
which was beld in Shanghat, China (Septemsber
2006). These champlons Induded bakers,
welders, dental technicians, car painters and
retall professionals. Their achievemenis placed
India among the workd's top 10 for the fost time
By welcoming them, the Prime Minkoer bas
rradged Indian Cumilies 1o look again w skilling, &
path that deserves the same honour as avy och

Skilled talent om world stage

Hekd svery two yesers, WorldSRills is the OF
of skills. Maore than 1,400 young people findg
abong 70 countries snd reghons comphete
practical tasks, st and padged by intermation
eapwrts, i trades from wekding and wiring 1o
robotics and cvber security. Indian families know
the podiasss of education well - soppers” lists,
merit ramks and chassroom gold medaks Skiling
has had no sach place i Indiam public e, These
winmers are changing thet, As their mumbers
grow, moee Gemelies will recognise that skill-ased
careers are no hess worthy and thee a podium
carmed o the workbench stamds as tall as one
ecamned In the examinasson hall,

India’s WorldSkillks story began in 2 humble
way and has climbed steadily. Inda was placed
39th = 2001 and Bch in 2007 It reached the Dth
spot In 2005 and hedd thas place I X124, with the
st resdis being four broegee medads. In
Shasghal, India feéshed WOth, with six sliver
moedals and 20 medals for excellence - 26 medads
i all, and es largest haul ever. This came from
India’s Lurgest team of 70 competiton across 63

e AT CLRTS SN TR AR ()

skilks. Not only has the medal tally grown, but
Inddia's best medials have also moved from broesee
10 sibver

India competed in 11 skalls for the firt time,
winning three of 25 sin sibver medals i these
categories: Mohasmemed Salam in dental
prosthetics, Kovid Gangrade in digital imeractive
media design and Saniva Joshs in retail sades
Smriti Nasnbiar bageed siver in bakery, alomgside
Parth Vobea in mdustrial design technology and
Mehrumssa Begum m logistics and fregght
forwarding.

Novey of Stame
OADesOort Uharged
for Skl Devel opment
R 3 >4 ——

g Mnvster of State
for [ducason
Covermment of India

Humbde beginnings o excellence
Behind these numbers are young people whose
journeys began in very ordinary places. Kalf Khan
of Lucknow, Untse Pradesh, desent his crah whilke
working in a privage car company’s workshop
alter cliss 100 He waon gold in the Stee, regional
and natonal rounds of IndlaSkills, oraimed with
Muarusi Seceulkd and Axalia, and gained exposure in
Germany and Denmark, before be carned »
Maackallion for Excellomce in Car Padnting in
Shamgthad. From the soagth, Mobammed] Salam of
Cuoddalore, Tamil Nadu, won sibver in demal
prosthetics, a discipline judged on how precisely
A cromwn of Beidae Bis, and oo = which India had
never competed before, All they needed was 2
fair test, comprehenstve traoming, and an
eccosystem that considered their skill serionndy
Kaif Khan, Mohammed Salam, Saniya joshi,
Sencith Nasmbdar and thess tesammates did not
reach Shangha by chance. They are the frurs of a
patiens lnvestmens in people. Medallions for
Excellence ako went to Md. Seral in automobele
! \ iechnodogy, Favan Bhadravarl Suresha i additive
medal-winning manufacturing, Malinach and Suban
Mascarenhas In Industry 4.0, and Abhishek
Somanes Shignadli and Vinay Moty va Hiremaeh

performance at

the 48th in robot systems Integration.
Waorldskills All of them climbed & ladder that begins in the
Competiion m disrricts and rises througsh Stage and reglonal

Shanghat (hina rounds o the sational Anals. Moce then 365 lakh

nedals reflect patient investment

youmy peophe registerad for ndkskills across 6
skills = this cycle, Five regiomal competitions
parrowed the Sekd 1o abowe 650 mational Sesalsts
in Greater Notda (Uttar Pradesh), where N0 were
chosan o represent s, A team from the
Ministry of Skl Developmese and
Enereprencurship, the Namonal Skill
Development Corporation and the Sttes,
workmg with ndustry expers, has tolled %o find,
bone and polish these voung people for the
intermational stage. This s the

whole -of government approach & work, and
merks a deeper shift.

Nagions have long measared progress in
Capex, the roads, ports and Sactories they bulld,
and In Opex, the cost of keeping them running.
Benchan Dues Dari oo both, and now adds a thind
discipline, Skill Ex - deliberate iInvestment in the
poaple who make every st woek. The receid
Pradban Maneri Skiling and Employvabdiny
Trsrsfoomation through Upgraded ITh
CPM-SETUD schesme s SkilHEx at scale. This
PE0L000 croew scheme & upgrading LOO0
gevernment Industrial Traiming Institutes (1T
200 huales send BOO spofees, with industry puriners
mssnagany the chirters

There musst be a focus on *Skill-Ex’

Inchestry maet jomn this effort. A fcnory is onlly as
pood as the people who rum it, and emplovers
should spend on Skill-Ex as serioudy as they
spendd on Capes and Opex. Capex grees Indis 2
assets, and Opex keeps them runming; only
Skill-Ex develops the manpower 10 keep assets
productive. A nation is balt not only by those
who design and govern, but also by those who
weld, bake, pamt and wire with care. That care s
a virmue, and the Gia reminds us that It & also a
form of worship I we vidhae skiling &= much as
degrees, Inda’s young people will only ask how
well they can walk thel parh, sed India’s next
peneration will make Inda the skiling capital of

the workd.
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University students call oft
stir over Vande Mataram row

The Hindu Bureau
KASARAGOD

The students of the Central
University of Kerala (CUK)
have temporarily called off
their protest following dis-
cussions with the universi-
ty Registrar on Friday. The
protest was launched after
five students were sus-
pended by the proctor for
protesting during a nation-
al seminar organised at the
university to mark the
150th anniversary of Vande
Mataram.

Student representatives
said the university had
agreed to form an inquiry
committee to examine
their grievances and had
accepted their demand to
exclude proctor Sreeku-
mar from the panel.

The students protested
demanding, among other
things, that the suspension
orders be withdrawn.

During discussions with
the Registrar, students in-
sisted that they will not ac-
cept an inquiry conducted
by a panel that included
the proctor. However, no
final decision has been

The protest was launched after five students were suspeny
proctor Sreekumar. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

reached on the student
demands. Student repre-
sentatives have sought an
appointment with the
Vice-Chancellor on Mon-
day to discuss suspensions
and other related issues.

A delegation of five stu-
dent representatives is ex-
pected to meet the vice
chancellor.
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India’s share of global greenfield investments

more than double China’s during
s greenhield investments are increasingly taking place il; ; ategic sectors; It added

ven though domestic consumption is starting to show signs of strain due o higher prices

A report by the L
- ——
that India remains

T.C.A. Sharad Raghavan
NEW DELMI

ndia’s share in gobal
l greenheld invest-
mems during 2020-
25, at 5.7%, s more than
double China’s share in
such Investments during
the same period, accord-
ing to the latest report by
the UN Conference on
Trade and Development
(UNCTAD).
However, it also said in-
vestment in strategic sec-
tors still remains concen-

trated in Europe and North
e Lt

America, highlighting the

integration challenges for %13.8%), and China (2.8%).

the Global South.

Conference on Trade and Development

SCRTUWING MR

The latest Trade and De-
velopment Report 2026 re-
port by UNCTAD, released
on Friday, said that green-
held investments were in-
creasingly being made in
strategic sectors. Green-
field investments refer to
those made by companies
in new ventures in another
country

Lion’s share: Among these stratepx

related technologies attracted the Larpest share, SEUTERS

SECLors, Al infrastrnucture and

Strategic investments
According to the data in
the report, India accoun

ed for 5.7% of global g m
held investments during
2020 ro 2025, followed by
Malaysia (4%), Indonesia

ew from
%l green-
el Mvestment, which
captures both their rapid
progression and current
importance,” UNCTAD said

DuncTap — ¢F3-

in the report.

Among these strategic
sectors, artificial intelli-
gence (AD infrastructure
and related technologies

“From 2020 to 2025, attracted the largest share

of 12.4% of the $845.7 hil-
bon of overall global green-
field investment that took
place within this period. Al
infrastructure  was ol
lowed by the semiconduc-
tor value chain (8.1%) and
energy transition technol
ogles and services (7.8%).

“The geographic dispar-
ity in strategic investment
underscores the growing
integration challenges for
the Global South, especial
ly for the least developed
countries.” the UNCTAD
report said.

It pointed out that Eu-
rope accounted for 28.4%
of strategic investment and
North America captured

2020-25

another 28%.

“Even among develop-
ing economies, capital is
primarily funnelled into
developing Asia (26.5%),
with China, India, Indone-
sia, Malaysia and Singa-
pore as leading jurisdic
Bons for
investments,” the report
said.

The report also shows
that India ranks high in
terms of the number of in:
dustrial policies it has im-
plemented over the last
two decades or so. During
2008-21, India implement-
ed 1,416 industrial policies,
behind only China (4,201)
and the US. (4,025).

NeWarr

Youlube Homework




Hgcaqul T2

INBRIEF

RBI raises daily cash reserve

ratio requirement for banks

The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) on Friday said
banks will need to maintain 99% of the requireg
cash reserve ratio (CRR) daily starting October 16,
up from 90% at present. The move follows a
review of the current liquidity condition in the
banking system and will help reduce the banking
system liquidity, which stood at a surplus of
around ¥3.88 lakh crore as of October 8. ¢,

» SDF-525«
» MSF-5.75+~"
» Bank —5.75"

>
QSLR-w% g

» GDP Growth Rate — 7.1
» Inflation — CPI - 5.2
» Core Inflation — 4.4
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1. g AREAT FATATT (Cash Reserve Ratio - CRR) T 82 o U &t AW (90%): 3fe fordt s =t RBI & 9/ 37 a9 100 0
*  TE HARTEAT FTATA (CRR) =Iehi il et ST GSfT (Net TEAT HA{ar o, q1 s i B2 off 5 9 fordi v fo &0 1 %0 290
\/D‘%n\{d and Time Liabilities - NDTL) &1 3% Sfoera € 2 FIZ (90%) T TaHAT T, 914 TEATS F 37 & 3 £100 Fg T &
sfehl ! FfaTd &9 § WRAT St s (RBI) % 916 Aol SITU| $HH sfehi =l 3 HATUR T EHS HASHE H 10% 1 B2 A1 A=A
(Cash) & &9  T@HT 9T 2| (Flexibility) frerar am
* T ILVA: U 3634 sishl § aleidl (Liquidity) T S o AT AR (99%): 31 el I TS 7 CRR RN HFH ° FH 99%
ST, TEAT 3R STTRATAT % 99 o geed gifara s g 2l (@1 299 ) & faT RBI & 918 410 1@ 8111 AT daily basis T
* =TS: CRR % &9 § RBI % IT8 T 7T 3 9T siehi o1 FHIE o1 e T TG ol HHT %1 Sgd HiHd L fam 7 2
& firerar 2
3. THRT ITATTAEAT 3 S fmr s oy aar e g2an?
2. Daily Maintenance @t 90% H TZTRT 99% TH{A T T *  A. SR uTTelt & a¥eaT (Liquidity Management) 9% T9Td
qaed 82 o 3rferoTy a¥erar (Surplus Liquidity) o frron: &1t & fai o sifen
*  IET AT GHHAT F8d HEAUl @ foF ITTaRATT CRR 3 (T 3% fireem o sAfafieh Fedl i Rfd a1 8% offl RBI 30 &2 fam & sif
AT 4.5%) | IS TSeI1E T8l §AT 2, dleeh ek T@-T@me e | STt Fohdl & IAR-=¢d i (AR FT JredT &

(Daily Maintenance) & T =1 g forar mar 2
* {3Tw =T T@ATST (Fortnight) oh: sl &I RBI g1 Feifa
CRR 31199 14 &A1 (v w@are) it afer § 929 @ gar 2



B. Seht O O9TH
o e T (Flexibility) 5 &HY: ST & 918 31 TsHL

% Jehal YsEH (Cash Management) T sgd hH ’JD'\?I'I'SST =
3% daily basis T Tgd AEIHIIEF S 41 AT &I

* ThieT UAT "Tehe (Call Money Market) ® Wit {519 sehi &

a1 foret o ot it ot oft et anfh, 32 i derdi
3IETATEE "R (Call Money) 8 39T &1 927, fS/ad
ITETATSE I9TT &0 (Call Rates) H Ferwar s

C. 3TH TTEh! / SUHATHT G THTH

T 3 ST U U T 6T Ta1: 36 Bl § A9 Sl
o foTT S T 21 Jd B 31 SIS EiuT T e 92, itk
sfeh o1 9ol CRR Sfderd &1 81 2 haet siehl % JHar-slfah
afeF TRl WeT | STST 83T FaH 2



Vance's comment on Iy

Suhasini Haid

NEW DELHI

he Ministry of Ex
I ternal  Affairs on
Friday slammed as

“unwarranted” and “deep-
ly offensive™ LS. Vice Pre-
sident 1.D. Vance's com-
ments in which he called
foreign workers, including
Indian IT professionals,
“indentured servams”.

Hitting out at the US.
government for its deci-
sion to suspend “labour
certifications” from several
Indian technology fArms
based in America, the Mi-
nistry said the steps would
not “advance the shared
ambitions of both coun-
tries”, indicating further
trouble in the already diff-
cult economic relationship
between the two
countries.

On Thursday, Mr. Vance
and U.S. Labour Secretary
Keith  Sonderling an

nounced the suspension of

the Permanent Labour
Certification (PERM) pro-
gramme for eight IT out
sourcing giants, including
five Indian IT multination-
als operating in the US,,
and accused them of visa
fraud. The list included In

ssionals; economic ties between the two countries may see more strain

Ceosystem
MINISTRY

osys, L “
SETVICES i), Cogny-
zant, and HCL from India,
often called the Big 5, as
well as Capgemini, Micro-
soft, and Adobe.

“Such descriptions are
unwarranted and ignore
the fact that Indian profes-
sionals in the United States
are highly educated and
skilled contributors to its
economy and innovation
ecosystem,” the Ministry
said in a strongly worded
statement that reminded
the Trump administration
that the US. had been
“shaped by generations of
immigrants.”

“Resorting to terminolo-
gy that carries painful his
torical and colonial legacy
connotations is deeply of:
fensive,” the Ministry ad-
ded, pointing to the use of
indentured  labour by

Q such descriptions are

unwarranted and ignore
the fact that Indian professionals
in the United States are highly
educared and skilled contributors
(o its economy and innovation

colonial settlers in the 19th
century, including in the
U.S. and nearby islands to
work on their farms.

‘Pernicious system’

The PERM programme al-
lows companies to cerify
professionals who are not
U.S. citizens for essential
skills, qualifying them to
be sponsored for a Green
Card of Permanent Resi-
dency status in the coun-
try. The US. government
said this process benefitted
more than 2,30,000 HIB
visa approvals  and
100,000 permanent resi
dencies since 2009, claim-
ing that the eight compa
nies had brought in
hundreds of thousands of
foreign workers at lower
wages through a “perni
clous system”™ that “de

frauded the American
worker”, About 70% of al
HIB wvisa holders ar
Indian.

“You [the Companies)
bring in indentured ser
vants from outside the
country. You lay off Ameri-
can workers, And if vou're
a corporation, you make a
ton of money by undercut-
ting the wages of American
workers, replacing them
with people who frankly
shouldn’t be in the United
States of America to begin
with,” Mr. Vance said.

The PERM programme
enables a company o
sponsor a foreign em-
plovee for permanent resi-
dence in the US., and it
must prove to the Labour
Department that it tried
and failed to find a compa-
ratively qualified American
for the job.

Mr. Vance's announce
ment came when econom-
ic ties between India and
the U.S. were under strain
over the lack of progress in
the Free Trade Agreement

talks, despite months of

negotiations in Delhi and
Washington and calls bet-
ween Prime Minister Na
rendra Modi and LS. Presi-
dent Donald Trump.

’ _PERM — Permanent{ Labour

Certification Program (Green Card)
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‘Pak. has substantial forces
deployed in Saudi Arabia’ _ - ;‘;/

Yakistani personnel won't cross into another territory to attack the Houthis, but will defend Saudi
territory, says Foreign Ministry; deal signed in August vows mutual help if any member is attacked

Agence France-Presse

ISLAMABAD

akistan has a "sub-
stantial” number of
forces deployed in

Saudi Arabia acting in a de
fensive capacity, Pakistan’s
Foreign Ministry spokes-
person said on Friday.

“From Pakistan already
we have substantial num-
ber of forces as well as re-
sources in town, in Ri
vadh,” Foreign Ministry
spokesperson Sajjad Haid-
er Khan told presspersons,
without specifying wheth
er the deployment had
grown under a major de-
fence pact inked this year
with Turkive and Saudi
Arabia.

Show of support: Military leaders of Pakistan, Saudi Arabia and
Turkiye during a meeting i Riyadh in September, REUTERS

He added Pakistani mili
tary personnel in the king-
dom “would not be cross-
ing the borders of the
other side for an attack on
the Houthis, but of course

[is acting) in the defence of
the territory”.

Pakistan signed a de-
fence agreement with Sau-
di Arabia and Turkive in
August committing the

three countries to come to
each other's aid in the
event one was attacked.

The conflict between
the Houthis (Ansar Allah)
and Yemen's Saudi-backed
government has widened,
with the militant group
staging repeated attacks on
Saudi targets since they be-
gan a lightning offensive
just across the border.

Mr. Khan declined to say
whether new Pakistani de
ployments had been made
since Saudi Arabia's con-
flict intensified and said
“how much and when and
where™ forces would be
deployed would be up to
the rrilateral alliance,
which is headquartered in
Rivadh.

P(q\

Youlube Homework

» Axis of Resistance

&

o e [edd-

> Houtts
32—
2 Hones




Two million in Gaza
face a grim wmter

w1th0ut shelters UN

Agence France- esse
GENEVA P&
Virtually all of Gaza s fwo
million population will go
through winter without
adequate shelter as the Pal-
estinian territory enters a
fourth year under heavy Is-
raeli war restrictions, the
United Nations said on
Friday.

The International Or-
ganisation for Migration
(IOM) said nearly 1.8 mil-
lion people in the territory
“are facing a fourth winter
without adequate protec-
tion from rain, flooding
and cold”.

The UN agency called
for international funding
for humanitarian aid and
for Israel to ease the “con-

Tents sheltering displaced
people in Gaza City. AP

straints” on the entry of
critical supplies.

More than half of all the
tents and makeshift shel-
ters are in poor condition
and should be replaced,
the IOM said. “With few al-
ternatives available, many
families are living in war-
damaged buildings that
pose serious risks to life.”
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International juris

Associated Press
0SLO

Navi Pillay, a South Afri-
can-born jurist and former
UN human rights chief,
won the Nobel Peace Prize
on Friday for her efforts 1o
promote international law
as it comes under attack.
Her win is sure to be
seen as a high-profile re
buke to US. President Do
nald Trump and _lsraeli
Prime Minist euidh™
Netanyahu )uha\‘
rejected t® findings
UN co sion she led

-

Laza,

» 125th anniver
sary of the prize's incep-
tion, the Norwegian Nobel
Committee sought “to re-
mind the world that the
rule of law, national and in-
ternational, underpins the
system we have set up to
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Ms. Pillay, 85, received
the news while attending a
forum in Nuremberg, Ger-
many, where the trials of
Nazi war criminals helped
lay the foundations of in
ternational law.

She said eflorts to wea
ken international criminal
justice “endanger the pro-
gress painstakingly made
since Nuremberg, and they
risk returning us to a world
in which power, rather
than law, determines
whose suffering matters.”

Ms. Pillay chaired the
Commission of Inquiry on
the Occupied Palestinian
Territory and Israel, which
was created by the UN-
backed Human Rights
Council. The commission a
year ago concluded Israel
was responsible for geno-
cde in Gaza with a specific
intent to destroy Palesti-

s Nobel peace prize

nians in Gaza.

Gaza was among Ms. Pil-
lay's first comments on Fri-
day after hearing she had
won. “What's happening
there is genocide,” she
said.

The commission last
vear also found that the Is-
rael President, Prime Mi-
nister and former Defe
Minister “have inge® the
commission of gehocide.”
Israel has strenuously
nied the accusations.

Ms. Pillay has repeated-
ly rebuffed critics who ac-
cused her of antisemitism
or turning a blind eye to
the Hamas attacks in Israel,
Under her leadership, the
commission also issued re-

ports accusing Hamas of

war crimes and violations
of international humani-
tarian law during its Octob.
er 7, 2023, anack.
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