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Why UAPA demands urgent reform

UAP/

LETTER & SPIRIT
Gautam Bhatia

ctober 12 marks the second

death anniversary of Professor

G.N. saibaba. Prof. Saibaba

was a professor at Delhi
University who was 90% physically
disabled. He was arrested under the
Unlawful Activities Prevention Act (UAPA)
in 2014, on allegations of having links with
Maoists. Denied bail, he remained in
prison until a trial court convicted him in
2017 and sentenced him to life
imprisonment — a judgment that this
writer, in the pages of this newspaper,
criticised at the time as being based
entirely on guilt by association and
insinuation.

Vindication eventually arrived in 2024,
when the Bombay High Court acquitted
him of all charges. By then, Professor
Saibaba had spent a decade in prison,
much of it in solitary confinement. In
prison, his health had further
deteriorated, and soon after his release,
he passed away.

A law that punishes dissent
The anniversary of Professor Saibaba’s
death is an occasion to reflect on a legal
gime that is designed to - quite literally
~ imprison dissent and deny justice. Over
the years, the UAPA has been used to
criminalise political opposition. Following
the violence at the Bhima Koregaon
commemoration event in 2018, UAPA
charges were brought against 16 scholars
and activists, all of whom were jailed.
Eight years later, the trial has yet to begin,
and the court has yet to frame charges
against the accused.

Meanwhile, Father Stan Swamy died in
custody after his health deteri
after another, 14 of the remai
were granted bail, but only after spending
years in prison without trial. Their bail
mndmons remain draconian and

tive, imposing multiple reporting
n-.'slncung travel and severely
. The 16th prisoner,
lawyer Surendra l.ddlmg. was also
granted bail in the case but remained in
prison in connection with another case.

Similarly, after the Delhi riots in 2020,
UAPA charges were levelled against
multiple student leaders, scholars, and
activists, accusing them of participating
in, or being the brains behind, the riots.
Notably, there was no direct evidence
against any of these people, only vague
charges of conspiracy and of being the
“intellectual architects” of the riots.

While a few of these individuals were
granted bail soon after, many students
and scholars remained in jail for years,
with their bail applications denied at all
levels of the judiciary. It was only in early
2026, after more than five years in jail,
that five of the seven appellants were
granted bail by the Supreme Court.
However, the Supreme Court denied bail
to the remaining two — Sharjeel Imam
and Umar Khalid — on the basis that they
were “intellectual architects.” The term
“intellectual architect” is unknown to law
and rests entirely on surmises and
conjectures. The court also took the
unusual step of effectively preventing
Imam and Khalid from applying for
for a year. It has now been more than six
years — almost 10% of an average human
lifespan — of imprisonment without trial.
In the meantime, Khalid has published a
book from prison, while Imam continues
to work on his PhD, despite significant
difficulties in accessing research
materials.

In a third example, Khurram Parvez, a
Kashmiri activist and the coordinator of
the Jammu and Kashmir Coalition of Civil
Society (JKCCS), was arrested under the
UAPA in 2021 on allegaumm of lerrur
financing and

Candies litin memory of Professor G.N. Saibaba at JNU on October 13, 2024, SHASHI SHEKHAR KASHYAP

“membership” means. It has a similar
host of provisions that carry broad and
vague wording, and which are susceptible
to multiple interpretations - including, at
their extreme, mere sloganeering or

ion of literature.

On March 20, 2023, a_]oumzlxsl‘ Irfan
Mehraj, was also arrested and imprisoned
in the case. The two were eventually
granted bail in July 2026, after Parvez had
spent five years in prison without trial.

The list of people who have spent years
in jail under UAPA thus spans lhe Icnglh
and breadth of the country:
includes Soni Sori, the Adi lexlder who
was allegedly tortured while in prison and
eventually acquitted of all charges, Akhil
Gogoi — the Assamese anti-CAA activist —
and Siddique Kappan, the Kerala
journalist who was arrested while
travelling to Uttar Pradesh to cover the
Hathras gangrape case, and spent two
years in jail before eventually being
granted bail by the Supreme Court.

The list also includes many other
nameless people who do not have the
same degree of public prominence, but
have spent months and years of their lives
in prison, under a law that defines
offences in the vaguest of terms, and then
makes the grant of bail virtually
impossible.

Vague definitions

The UAPA, Ior examplc mmmahscs
" of unlawfi

without clarifying what the word

courts have not helped. On two
, judges have attempted to bring
pmﬂsmn and narrowness to the UAPA to
prevent, or at least mitigate, some of its
excesses. Both attempts were overturned
by the Supreme Court. In 2011, a Bench of
the court restricted the term
“membership” to “active membership”,
which in turn was defined to mean
“incitement to violence.” However, in
2023, acting under its “review
jurisdiction” — which is only meant to
correct “errors on the face of the record”
~ the Supreme Court overturned this
judgment.

Similarly, in an early bail judgment in
the Delhi riots cases, the Delhi High Court
undertook an extensive analysis of the
UAPA's “terrorism” clauses and gave them
a specific, concrete interpretation to
prevent wide discretion in their
application. On appeal, however, the
Supreme Court ruled that the judgment
would “not be treated as precedent”, thus
rendering it effectively worthless as a
statement of law. Thus, the UAPA’s terms
remain exceedingly broad and undefined,
allowing State authorities wide leeway to
bring almost any conduct within its scope
by tenuously lmhng it to terrorism or

The barriers to bail
Once that is done, the UAPA then makes
the grant of bail extremely hard, by
requiring the judge to deny bail if, on a
reading of the police chargesheet, a prima
facie case appears to be made out. Here
again, courts have not helped: while one
set of judges has accorded a degree of
strict scrutiny to police chargesheets,
another set has adopted an “eyes wide
shut” approach that grants excessive
deference to the police version. This
inconsistency makes the grant of bail
under the UAPA extremely judge-centric.
Along with this, courts have also been
inconsistent on the consequences of
delay: the Supreme Court, for example,
did not seem to think that five years in
prison without trial was “excessive” delay
when denying bail to Imam and Khalid,
while other courts have held that five
years does constitute excessive delay (for
example, in the Khurram Parvez case).
All this leads to a state of affairs that is
contrary to the rule of law and contrary to
any legal system worth the name: a vague
law with stringent punishments, that
continues to be interpreted in a way that
expands State discretion rather than
contains it, and whose result then is long
years of imprisonment without trial. The
death anniversary of Professor Saibaba,
one of the starkest victims of this system,
reminds us yet again that an urgent
rethink and reset of this system is
necessary.
(Gautam Bhatia is a Delhi-based lawyer)

s vague provisions, stringent bail conditions and inconsistent judicial interpretations have enabled the prolonged imprisonment of activists, scholars and
experience shows the urgent need to reform a legal regime that undermines civil liberties, due process and rule of law

THE GIST

v

Professor G.N. Saibaba was
acquitted by the Bombay High
Courtin 2024 after spending 2
decade in prison under the
UAPA, but died s00n after his
release as his health had
deteriorated

v

Activists, scholars and
journalists accused under the
UAPA, including those in the
8hima Koregaon and Delhi
riots cases, have spent years in
prison without trial, with bail
often granted only after
prolonged incarceration

v

The Supreme Court has
overtured judicial attempts to
narrow the UAPA's provisions,
while inconsistent
interpretations of the law and
delays in trials have expanded
State discretion and weakened
safeguards against arbitrary
imprisonment

®
R

Result Mitra



* UAPA (Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act) It TR-sTT Tifafarferat
(amamr) rtearas | Ush T amaﬁﬁ-ﬁﬁa"ramg (Anti-Terror
Law) 2| S8 & 3eTT YT aﬁrsrgm (sovereignty), 3TESdT (integrity), 3R
L& <! T H STt aTet! Ticrerfert S SATdehare] el § HuedT 2

UAPA T 82
* e B (1967):

*  SHHMT I A 1967 H ATET T AT JESATA H SHHT I8 WA hl

&5 SRESAT shl G TG STl HEATSI/HTSHAT W Tfdsier ST ol
*  SATARATE-ToRIE RISt st JEAT:

®* POTA (Prevention of Terrorism Act) 3 TADA (Terrorist and
Disruptive Activities Act) ST Wjﬁ FE B Hh aE, UAPA |
TU-FHI I HINEH (amendments) Fleh SATdhaTe- et EZERIRICRIE]
NIECREAEIY

* 2019 T HET €INLA:

*  SH HRNYF % T8 hg GEhHN i I8 HTUHT AT foh a8 TorelT Ere
(Organization) & FcATa fordt st (Individual) ! oft STTeRaTEr
(Terrorist) TN L Tehl! 2l

*  TAATST (NIA) o ATIHR:

* IR ARIIRM TSIHT (NIA) %l 56 1T o qed HIHAT ol ST i

3T 391 9 H HTETS Shi hT SATIh ST ITH 2

UAPA ® G9R (Reform) FT g ATTET?

UAPA TSR, Gof =R ST AHETieehi
ST GRT R 3hT HIT 6T ST 2| $6h T HRY
frafaRaa €

1. SHTAA (Bail) T ST TTELT

TRT 43D(5): 39 9T o d&d ASTeTd ael deh STRIYT ah
ST T2 2 Hehel! ST doh ITETeAd 1 I8 fargmar 7 81 sfe
for 38 W o 3™ "WW@" (prima facie untrue)
&1 39 I8 T TR ol ST fHerT e o g
SITT &, 31K 'Bail is the rule, Jail is the exception'
(ST W B, Siet 319aITe) =t firgia Teifard Biam 21

2. h¥H GSIT g (Low Conviction Rate)

UAPA  ted fTRER B dTel ST ohl qetT § o o
Wﬁ@(convict)ﬁﬁ%,mﬂﬁﬂﬁagﬁw
(ST 2% W 3%) T&dT 8| 3HehT Aaois & foh g e
N |TAT ek STt B o/ T8 & ST 18 § o Bid 2




3. STk ohl 'SATARATE YA I shl TTshAT
* 2019 % HINYA & ded forH) safh sl STTdehae! AN i @
e Y YT U&7 Wa 1 3fd Hiehr 21 firetdn| 369 afth

o HIHTISTh 3T SATIHTRIeh S I T8l 3T USdT §, 9ol &
I a1e | ey @ferd & S

4. T | (=T ¥ faera)

* UAPA HIwal I STe 3 graret T & § |1l o ST 8
I ITShaT I € | Tt &1 AR 3 & 5 TTed I1 38l
Tk G S H TofdT T 21 SIS el ST & foh
"Process itself becomes the punishment" (EI'F%"*JT%'T
319 3T H GSI1 & SATet 2))

5. UTLHTHT <Al STET=ar (Definitional Vagueness)

T H T iafafer S SR e Al aiedT
SFTHT SIT9eh 2| JATeTr=rehl ohT HIAT ? foh 38Rt T &8 oI
TSR 3IRAT (political dissent), forier yest ar
Frfehaiedl aT ot &1 Srar 2|

HHTrea gUR (Key Recommendations)

U <A 9Tat A Eret: ST o I ol
HHSTTRIRRT ST = o gl o STTEY oIt &’
ST ST dTfeh fETY AT ol T dh ST 7 7 fod|
W—iﬁiﬁé (Fast-Track Courts): TTHc 3!
GATS o Toq Tk T2 aar-efar @ sht STTe dtfeh
RIS SIe8 § SIoe I & |l

ECIGEE) (Accountability): 3T forelt sl o TTera
ook & AT ToFT T |10 & UAPA TR ST &,
ST TSI Shl STaTeice] o BT =iy

3feuse fog e forelt Safeh AT ETa il ofF e A
ATdehaTel TNV T § UgA Ueh Tads =ATiIeh FiHi
ST gkl TefieT BT =Ry




grfeTes g (Prelims Practice Questions)

T 1: TR-TA Tiaferfert (Qremermw) sfafam (UAPA), 1967 %

Tey o fraferRaa semt w femm st

1. UAPA % d&d shaet fohet Hia st & 72, sifesh forelt =1y
(Individual) o7 ¥ 3TTdeRaTe! SN foram ST HehaT 21

2. 38 A o T8 shalel WA AT 9L & HehaT Il
STT GehdT &, foqeft FrTitent o &)

3. UAPA & d&d AT shl ST i o feTe sdiar sty ueret
(NIA) o ST IT ITH FH oh T b ATIRRT STTIRd 2

U R W A KA1/ TR /82
* (A)had 1 R 2

* (B)%ad 1 33

* (C)Fadd 2 AN 3

e (D)1,23M3

ﬂ@‘ﬁl‘m (Mains Practice Questions)

RIS U&7 GIH1Ed & 3R AR Tqad1 (Civil Liberties)
1 3871 o sf19 Gqor SHTT TG Tohd] 1 TAlehaa % 018 T T
T 81" UAPA ((R-T TfafaferT @) sifef-#m) &
GaH § 59 FY T HTASHICHF (34907 Hifore 37K 399
HTTT GURI % a1 JH1org|
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rraTa o) Frefvar & arreafasiRar i o
°  9Rd AT H Tl A A TST IATEH A €; Ik

g 1 8 wEeaqul S AIEH ¥ WL Wrel % &) 2Tl
T 20-25% TE BT @, ST IE § 3 | Wt ST 3R

<Tee § ST T T SATT 2

aret T ¥ v frata o fte Few ¥ ok
R STTER T Toh S foear ot 88 &, forae o
T YT Bt 21 36 Aeca i §Ed g, SR A 11
A, 2025 1 'TAEA § ATCAEET For 3%
[E21l

11 SR bl 3o Ao 39 foer sht greenrd sht ueeft
FHMIS HHAT T&T &, el AT HEaqUl U8t ST THAR & o6
w1 21 39 {6 fa 2025-26 9 2030-31 9 & foiw

11,440 FUS 79 T forir 31eie foram T 2|

=9 THY T 3299 STl o IcdTe | TR T eifeet
FAT 2| T T ATh Jod-2TaT IR0 o6 AT |
EIT] 3cATE shl SIGTET o, STRITT T FeT shH st 3R
foFETT Y ST I TT &4 shigd T 2

TIE AT FTEAT Ueh TH9TH

39 e & dgd, 2030-31 T SAE & A9 350 @T1G ST dh
Tgo TR Tfd FFaR USTaR aget 1,130 Tohetime B i 3efie
2| 31 & ol TS FA § HEE FA aTel T WHITh 39T 39
TJhH &

T (F), I R TH o 3G hl ST W T shisid HAT

AAAT-FATHA st ST SIS 3h g TOTeT o6l ST &1

o a9 | 87.5 TRE Hua =t feret @i 126 o forsteet mmiora
STt Rt foraeor

2030-31 T 310 TG THEI o el A& T T o [T Te i
Tl o TR T 35 TG §FIT doh ST

3cUTE e o [T 489 Tat sl wmfier shid g sereet-SAraTia

1,000 TEERIVT SHTEAT (ST Tt St T

3o0® SN USIIeha fRETT § TTHIHITE 3R %S & ATEH ¥ X,
32a SR AgL Al glfera wlie

rraTa o Freiar @ g S foraeft gem <t wrer € ol 3rie




WA ST THE T 3T hg,
* Y 2025-26 % S TR o TG & TS e, FHiY el
AT HH hl U H FSSA g, Tt il HiY # Fe &1 & wfer

3T TSTed T SeqTe 297 BT SoTe STYsuaw il HSiEd Pulses Trade: Import Decline
atnr%%r 0 and Export Growth

* A T T AT I 2024-25 F 256.83 TG 27 & TIH

2025-26 H 274.09 AT A (Ja1a SAUT STHH) B T
*  Nd § TS hl Tl T ThalT 2024-25 W 277.20 AT T
T TG 2025-26 W 286.46 AT TFIL & T 31,793.59 855.00
* TR 3cUTS oh T & Wedl WaxT, HENISg, TSTEH, I JaT, S5 0%
TSR, 378 QT Fieeh, ARGS, AT ST qFEW et & T g /
* rrgj-q‘ St q-{ qlﬂ\i aﬁ SClashdl ﬁ- ng’ a@ﬁ _S"m- 20274~25 2025-26 2024—25 2026—26
YR 2024-25 o 926 Thaium™ Ui 22 @ Fgat 2025-26
H 957 foretom afd eI B TS

@

46,427.60 969.53

* T H STl ol AT 31.52% FEHT 2024-25 H 46,427.60 TS TG T 2025-26 W 31,793.59 TS &9 & T47|

*  Nd 9 Al kT 1T 13.40% SRt 2024-25 T 855 Tarferas SmTEh Siait 9 d@aht 2025-26 W 969.53 Taferas smfeh e ar
AT 2025-26 % SN %A AT 10.01 TR 2 Tk 98 T

*  2025-26 1, i o @ <1 H <A, HYH S AR, TIAT, SFHRERT 3R sfietent wfie 2




THR ZFeH THe g (TreadT) 3 Tt Jfs ik 9t i

<R

el S STeT TeR@HT o foTT o Eeett shl SITaR HTeld shL Tal Higher MSP for Pulses el
8| T 7o sTe | o bt et o fierd § ST 3T sht (Povquial)

&I BHA! o BT 3G ohl STl fHerdT 2 T Urad Masur
fordorT &1 2024-25 % foTT 38 1 = wwelT qod (THEEd) 28,450 —

7,400 TU2 Ut Tersieet aa foram mam o, 519 800 Tu=r
(10.81%) SIGTHT 2026-27 < To1U 8,200 Tux ufa ferieet ¢
fe=m mam

Y 2024-25 o ToTT T (ITEY) 1 THUHT 7,550 T wer
foriee o, fSraw 900 T (11.92%) T i3 g8 SR 2026-
27 W 8,450 ¥ Wid fordieet aeh g Tl

Y 2024-25 % ToTT 7T 1 THTET 6,700 T WA fosieet
Frertfia forar mar o, [’919 2026-27 F 1T 300 T (4.48%)

2026-27 2024-25 2026-27 2024-25 2026-27 |
T 7,000 ¥9F T fereieer s feam mam|

I o d8d, TIRATT TS SUWIRRT TEhTaT €Y IS (TTHETT®) ST HRART TS iy TEhi! ToquH T TAfHES (A%S) Tl IR dTd (2025-26 | 2028-29)
ol SR o foTT T, AL SR 33 T 100% WIS o foIq Stfershet foram T 21 17 ST 2026 9o, TTHIETS 3Tel Tlie SE1E § fired! 9ed Suaifouri 36 Yo &:

TCTEHETE 9 TSA1 H et 10.55 TRE 2 3Tl hl @le il fHEmr ol #e et 7,047 TS S0 0o sh1 <AqH FHe Jod (THUET) ST ST fora T 56
TE ¥ %t 7.74 TG USHIRa [HET! H H 4.69 TG FRETI i HIET g1l

Elie 2025-26 % T, 6,431 HUS TUY HH hl 7.89 TG 7 FTAT 6! Tlla 1 715, fS&@ 3.66 T fera amif-ad gy

Tell 2026-27 % T&, 3T hl @IS 23.51 TG A qo U5 7T, FSrdeh 8 14,217 TS U ohT THEEUT STRT R TRIT 311 364 10.20 TR@ foham @i gu)

AT hl THE 2024-25 % 18,39,504.77 27 ¥ SgahL 2025-26 H 31,40,883.92 T &1 TS|



forerr Y yroerTt wE W
o Torer ol et T SrarETeT fwier ST TR Shi wRTd

& 1 fammr 7 fa ST sigH Rl 3wl 21 376 e ol e
SYATSYAT 38 TR &

TUrer o 9= 1,000 STST TEEHIUT RTSAT TATIIT H ohl
AT ?, o8 O uget =T § Usat 3 she Iid Jew oht 528
FHRTSAT U8t B AT 3 ST a1 ol

et R EUeT AT (FUaehudTs) & ded @Te
TRIEERLOT ST TTET0T ATl oh Yo U Tod T (HIgushuTdie)
o 17T et 23 JTET TEERTUT SIS ! Hofll a1 778 21 57
TR STTETEAT URASHTSTT H H 18 STeT THERTIT ShI5AT
HTH HHIATYEh T &l T

ST Shl BHA o S8 STl shl W] ahl SIGTET o oh foa, e ot
e TE N1 § 87.5 o & fehe foafa e 8, e @
9.25 o fehe it 2025-26 % 1 faafia fere e 2

TeRree et e =fist st wat oA <hY AT

TR gt Tt W ety S, areafaes au e i afera sreraee
T e o foTT I=1d Fefoied wiewi T STaNT i &:

T, T SR ST Tl O AT, Shrii—aae 3R 3Tt ot fAeht o fote wes
Bz wemer wfute Seasd sArT T R

ST AU YfteTehst™ ST ol o Taxi 3 3ust sht i fora-whie, i
T TR A ameafores wg W FRTHT i S s 2

it T T, R v A T e
STTe =15k ol IMHS A o [T Teh T8 eIV Y& LAl gl I8 U o1l
IcUTE H R THIOH I SIST ot fershi e, sfist SATqfd S@e o Tae=ier &
TR © TTH TR ST 3

Teeeh 3R feiree woer aaeruT: At 9 dod faawor 37K gt wad
QaAT GATEIa s o g Tehtehet foram TSl ot HaT wameed #h1e foredwor
I AT S Ho&TvT o §1e S 8l

3-aHleg! AR TR S GedTId e iH Hie e, Taet-2rgH SIS 2
HIT RS Ao Reerar giafara o &




UrfeTeR g (Prelims Practice Questions)

T 1: "t U TTentaeX fuem o wesf o fAmaferRaa wemt

R femm i

1. 39 DE-INT JISHT T 32T 2030-3 1 Toh SAR o TS H Wi
T ST SMT R

2. 39 U o 980 2030-31 o6 SCUTET hl ST 350 AT 2 doh

UgET ST & T T &)

3. U IS o d8d Ufd B ISR hi STt 1,130 foretium s
i 3rdfie 2|

U HUA W A -V T 2/E?
* (A)Had | N2

* (B)®ad2 33

* (C)FaAA1 33

* (D)1,233

* ﬂ'@TWﬂ‘&'lT (Mains Practice Question)

*  "IcTEd H STCHIHIAT 7 acd Q31 1 G99 G % forq
AT B, Siceh I8 Y ST T 14T i FHH = 3R
TR &1 371 ST H o1 3760 YfHeh] [HHTd1 81" acted 4
SHATCHHH 31" % T9@ @831 3R I Ul 1
wRieT Fifr)
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HEcaqUl q2T

rerT-v W a9 wf & aga

* A o ShiY & H STAT-STAT SeATehl ST FoheTT THETET oh sff=r ShTohl &7HeT €| BTctifeh 3a-1 &1 €4 o eI, s Sollehl hl A IcaTashl,
TE=ITS <l 1ot giorem, w7 fHe | qfReheT ST U s o 18 o SATel @il shl T SIET <Al 3T HIHHAT LT TSl 2] TS,
TeTeh 10T Ot ST &7l TiHet el o Ut S 3Teieh forenrd # ey & SITd 2

* I e-aT= FY ASHT (AUASISIehaTE) 37 T bl gL h A G A T & T 100 SATehiedt i Sedi b1 forshrer i i e
Tl g1 STt ol @ STl shl g 3leh, I8 AISHT Scarashdl, TS, T ol Giaar R $H elg o o18 o JTet aie § 94 Hish @iei |
Heg L Fehell &) NUASISIRATS I hsld HEHSH 16 S[TS, 2025 i BE U hl S 6 ¢ Hell <7 off 3 A geres 4 11
HFTE, 2025 i 38 YR T 9 Al=d fRAT 1| 38 AT 11 FER T FHhKT TEEAT TS TATS AT &Y 2

*  2025-26 € [E T AT I BT WA I T8, 100 STTeRiel H Kret § Wt 3R 366 TSI TAfieay i sea W hisd 8l 37 fSai &l
e i HET YATHT o SATIR T 3 715 off: HH IcATqehdT, THH HHA TEaT S Tl o foTg & &t fier T =19 3d 90 & T
HIT g AT T3 H Tt AT HeT FeATeh SR AT FHiesTd o e T ol S foam T g T H 60 & o Toh STt =1 719 &

I8 ASHT 11 BT S frmi <t 36 Shelir AreTTat, T <ht Atertert ofit fsft g it Wit i et @ o1 <1 @& 2, ot
T Y ATTeRaral o fGdTe & haH 33T ST Hehl




HEcaqUl q2T

%wm—cm-—rwmﬁmw

TICHSIEIehRaTS ASHT 3hi AT T T el et Eadl Tl -

e w: frem weraevdinn it stererar arett Rrer sm-ara wiw Fen atufa e 3 o e e samd @ 37 S8 A #d 2
T TaX: T o T ATeral sh ST AT Td S-S TS ST T TAAT FTATSAT bl e ier ST et st 2
TG T 3l HIHIGHT 9 IS shl S Hd| o AT hTARRT T hl LT hetd W SR foram swearor #:ft id 8 T
e wfurfa i sreerar €T te whese % A i

Tt wem =

e v v (Frudt) SEesT St SR frsgwor o ST W qI foRT ST 1 A Wl T Y el ht ugeH i § 3T
SR 5T ST TS ASHISAT b AR 376 T L ol ST & TS oX SATITNG A, AT U1 SR Heferd A1 8 S8
39 ¥ fohu S 2

S oh Eaiferd TS Tt i ST ST &, i 3va Sl (2 ST eI WA H I o ST 6eh| 368 St At 3T e ST ot |
Heg fierdt 2

36 ASHIHAT % T&d 121 HhART (74 HATICYL 3R 47 ATICHH Hehdeh) o SN I T TS Wl STl 8] H13LYE Heheahl T Sl o6
T Y T & TE diun-gigienars S9eS - https:/pmddky niti.gov.in/ o ST sl STt 21
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Stop illegal detentions, orders SC
as crackdown continues in Delhi

Court directs Centre, Delhi Police to ensure free movement ‘subject to law and public order”
ays lawyer; notices issued to Home Secret.

away from polic

K
NEW DELHI

day after mass de-
Ammiom and a “cur-
fewlike”  clamp-

down on ci
Delhi, which senior la-
wyers compared to the
1975 Emergency, the Su-
preme Court convened
what it called an “extraor-
dinary, exceptional” Sun-
day hearing to direct the
‘Union government and the
Delhi Police to stop illegal
detentions and allow free
and smooth movement of
people and traffic, as well
as the operations of Metro
and rail services, but “sub-
ject to law and public
order”.

A Special Bench of Jus-
tices Joymalya Bagchi and
V. Mol lered the pol-

Special hearing

SC stresses need to uphold constitutional protections while
preserving state’s pawer to enforce reasonable restrictions

Directions to the palice:

= Review imposition of barricades on public roads

= Ensure Internet connectivity is not

disturbed

= No detentions except by law outside

the 4-km prohibitory zone in Delhi

restricted zon

= Allow peaceful assembly outside the F [
=

ity of the prohibitory or-
ders. Lawyers described a
state crackdown that swept
up thousands of people in
an operation aimed at pre-
venting them from gather-
ing to demand the resigna-
tion of Chief Election
Commissioner  Gyanesh
r over alleged electo-

ice to forthwith review the
imposition of barricades
on public roads, ensure
that Internet connectivity
was not disturbed, and lift
prohibitory orders issued
under Section 163 of the
Bharatiya Nagarik  Su-
raksha Sanhita (BNSS) in
and around the Supreme
Court and other courts of
law in the capital to help li-
tigants access lawyers and
Jjustice.

The court did not expli-
citly comment on the legal-

“Yesterday, we were one
step away from a police
state. Protect the right of
citizens to peacefully prot-
est in the capital city,” se-
nior advocate Shadan Fara-
sat, who was dragged into
a police van and detained
for hours on Saturday told
the court.

Court’s balancing act

The top court’s repeated
emphasis on the “subject
to law and order” rider sig-
nalled a deliberate balanc-

ing act of upholding consti-
tutional protections
against illegal detention
and securing rights to free
movement, access 1o
courts and Internet con-
while preserving
the state’s power to en-
force reasonable restric-
tions to maintain public
order.

The top court issued
notices to Union Home Se-
cretary Govind Mohan,
Delhi Police Commissioner
Anurag Kumar, and Delhi
Metro Rail Corporation
(DMRC) chairperson  D.
Thara on a petition filed by
advocate Shailendra Mani
Tripathi seeking contempt
action against them for al-
legedly violating an Octob-
er 9 order which barred
any “outright prohibition
on the movement of Metro
trains” and public tran-

Rahul urges
citizens to join
march to SC

NEW DELHI

Congress leader Rahul Gandhi
on Sunday appealed to all
citizens ta join the INDIA bloc's
march to the Supreme Court to
submit a memorandum to the
CJi on the issue of alleged vote
theft. » PAGE 4

sport on Saturday.

Justice Bagchi, dictating
the order, observed there
would be no detentions ex-
cept by law outside the
four-km prohibitory zone
in central Delhi, which in-
cludes Jantar Mantar, the
designated site for prot-
ests.

“Flagrant violations’
The court said people
should be allowed to as-
semble peacefully outside
the restricted zone. All, in-
cluding journalists and la-
wyers, must be allowed to
perform their professional
duties, the court directed.
Sunday’s session began
with Justice Bagchi assur-
ing that the judiciary was
in the service of the nation.
He expressed serious
concern over the “flagrant
violations” committed by

turday’s conditions a ‘step
. Delhi Police Commissioner and DMRC chairperson

the security personnel on
October 10. Senior advo-
cate and petitioner-in-per-
son Menaka Guruswamy
asked the government how
many people were de-
tained on October 10.

“It is not just that there
was no free movement al-
lowed; it is not just that Op-
position  leaders  were
picked up from their
homes; it is not just that
protestors were hurled in-
to vans and driven away by
police  officers  without
name tags.. It is about
young people taking to
peaceful protests because
they think the electoral
system is not free and fair.
Is this an undeclared Emer-
gency? What is at stake
here is whether citizens
«can peacefully protest. The
last time we came to court
against a situation like this
was 50 years ago during
the Emergency. Has Article
19 been suspended? If so,
this is done only during the
Emergency,” Ms. Guruswa-
my submitted.

Senior advocate Gopal
Sankaranarayanan said the
Emergency had reached
our doorsteps. “A board
advertising the prohibitory
order is fixed outside this
very court as we speak,” he
said. The court ordered its
removal immediately.

Youth and journalists held as
anti-CEC protests gather pace

Lavpreet Kaur

Ni M. Babu
NEW DELHI

Rajya Sabha member John
Brittas and All India Stu-
dents’ Association (AISA)
president Neha were
among a number of protes-
ters allegedly injured by se-
curity forces as they were
being detained in the na-
tional capital on Sunday,
the second day of a protest
called by youth organisa-
tions demanding the resig-
nation of Chief Election
Commissioner (CEC) Gya-
nesh Kumar.

Despite the Supreme
Court’s directives, around
a dozen journalists were
detained while covering
the protest at different lo-
cations. There was no offi-
cial data from the Delhi
Police on the total number
of detentions on Sunday.
Activists of different organ-
isations alleged they were
beaten by security forces,
which the Delhi Police
denied.

‘Modi, biggest coward’
Ashutosh Ranka and Sau-
rav Das, Cockroach Janata
Party (CJP) leaders who
were released on Sunday
after being detained a day
earlier, asserted that the
protests would continue
till the CEC resigns.

Mr. Ranka said that the
group’s leaders would
would visit the Parliament
Street police station to seek
a date for holding a peace-

Ground zero: Police personnel detain a protester near Connaught
place in New Delhi on Sunday. SHASHI SHEKHAR KASHYAP

ful protest at Jantar Man-
tar. “Delhi Police can give
us a date for Jantar Mantar
in 24 hours, or we will give
another protest call our-
selves,” he said. He also
called Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi the biggest
“coward” and urged peo-
ple to protest peacefully
wherever they were.

The unprecedented se-
curity arrangements in
New Delhi — imposed on
Saturday and considerably
relaxed after the top
court’s hearing on Sunday
— are likely to be back on
Monday in the wake of the
Congress’s call for a march
to the Supreme Court.

While mobile Internet
was restored, residents
continued a cautious ap-
proach. Despite the festive
season, footfall and busi-
ness remained low in Con-
naught Place, with central

Delhi  still interspersed
with police barricades.

CJP founder Abhijeet
Dipke, who was also de-
tained on Saturday, left for
Maharashtra after being re-
leased on Sunday, follow-
ing the demise of his
grandmother.

As security forces conti-
nued to block all entrances
to Jantar Mantar, the desig-
nated protest site, the agi-
tation shifted to other parts
of the city, with Connaught
Place becoming the new
epicentre.

During the day, some
student activists were de-
tained in buses which had
cage-like structures resem-
bling police lock-ups,
which is uncommon while
detaining student protes-
tors in Delhi.

MORE REPORTS ON
» PAGES 4 &S
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BNSS Section 163

Contempt Of Court & Accountability
Fundamental Rights vs Public Order

Suspension of Internet & Essential Services — Anuradha Bhasin — 2020
Article 19 (1)

Article 19 (3)

Article 20

Article 21

Article 22

ECI

CEC - EC’s

SIR

RPA 1950 -21(3)

RPA 1950 — 28 (RER-1960 - 6,7,8)

RPA 1951 -29(A)

Conduct of Election Rules 1961 — 4(A) — Form 26

VVVVVVVVYVYVVYVVYYVYY



C

a2y

a\

Manipur CM calls for peace
as clashes leave nine dead

The Hindu Bureau
GUWAHATI

As tension prevailed in Ma-
nipur following two days of
armed conflict between
Kuki and Naga communi-
ties that claimed nine lives
across three districts, Chief
Minister Yumnam Khem-
chand Singh on Sunday
condemned the killing of
civilians and the violence.
He appealed to public lead-
ers and community-based
organisations to exercise
restraint and cooperate in
defusing the situation.

The unofficial toll stood
at 11, with two members of
the Kuki National Army-
Burma, a Myanmar-based
armed group, reportedly
killed in a gunfight near the
Myanmar border in the Na-
ga-dominated  Kamjong
district.

“I have instructed the
authorities concerned to
take immediate and effec-
tive steps to control the sit-
uation, restore peace and
order and ensure the safe-
ty and security of all citi-
zens,” Mr. Singh said.

The Chief Minister also
urged people to prioritise
peace, dialogue and har-
mony. He said additional
security forces have been
dispatched to Kamjong
and Kangpokpi, the two
worst-hit districts. The vio-
lence began in Kamjong on
Friday night and spread to
the interior areas of Kuki-
majority Kangpokpi dis-

Yumnam Khemchand Singh

trict by Saturday
afternoon.

The first victim in the
latest string of violence
was a 42-year-old Kuki wo-
man who was killed by un-
identified gunmen in Kam-
jong’s Chassad Kuki village
on Friday night. The killing
led to a gunfight between
armed groups that conti-
nued till Saturday morn-
ing, during which a 22-
year-old Kuki man was
killed.

Spread of violence

The violence spread to oth-
er areas of the district on
Saturday, resulting in the
death of two Naga men. Al-
most simultaneously, sus-
pected extremists killed a
Gurkha farmer travelling to
his leased farm in the Na-
ga-dominated Ukhrul
district.

Hours later, four Nagas
were killed in two separate
attacks in Kangpokpi dis-
trict. One of them was be-
headed, locals said. Leishi-
yo Keishing, Naga MLA

representing the Phungyar
constituency in Kamjong,
wrote to the State’s Home
Minister Konthoujam Go-
vindas on Saturday, urging
him to deploy adequate se-
curity personnel to the dis-
trict to protect lives and
public property.

On Sunday, the All Naga
Students’ Association con-
demned the “calculated
terror attacks” against Na-
ga people by “Kuki Nation-
al  Army-Burma, Kuki
armed militants under Sus-
pension of Operation pact
with Government of India
and Kuki Village Volunteer
Eastern Zone in pursuit of
their imaginary dream of
Kukiland, a Separate Admi-
nistration or a Union Terri-
tory based on their fabri-
cated history and lopsided
story.”

The student body also
slammed the Manipur Pol-
ice for allegedly claiming
that the overall law-and-or-
der situation remained
normal during the preced-
ing 24 hours.

Kuki organisations, in
turn, accused the National
Socialist Council of Naga-
lim, or the Isak-Muivah fac-
tion of the NSCN, of target-
ing members of their
community.

More than 50 people
have died in the Kuki-Naga
clashes since they began in
February over an alleged
drunken brawl. More than
half of them were killed
since August 27.
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Wildlife enthusiasts call for release of
black panther cub caught in Keralam

K.S. Sudhi
KOCHI

The cage-trapping of a
black panther cub in Ka-
lanjoor panchayat of Path-
anamthitta district, Kera-
lam, on Friday has raised
concern among conserva-
tionists, who fear it could
be permanently kept in
captivity.

It is probably the first
time a black panther has
been caught in a cage in
the State, said Forest De-
partment officials. The
cub, aged around two,
walked into one of the two
cages set in the area, which
has a history of human-wil-
dlife conflicts involving leo-
pards. The Chief Wildlife
Warden (CWW), Keralam,

by the Forest department, in Pathanamthitta. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

had issued an order to in-
stall a cage trap on August
5, 2025, after the presence
of a “problematic, straying
leopard in human habita-
tion in Kalanjoor pan-
chayat” was reported. It
was also directed that the

captured animal be re-
leased into the deep forest,
once it was found healthy.

Wwildlife enthusiasts
have complained that in-
stead of being released into
the wild, the panther was
shifted to the zoological

park in Thrissur for obser-
vation, though it had suf-
fered only minor bruises.
They pointed out that con-
sidering its age, the caged
animal might not have
been the one involved in
the human-wildlife con-
flicts. The cub should be
released as required by the
protocol set by the Nation-
al Tiger Conservation
Authority for handling the
animals, they demanded.

A forest veterinarian has
advised keeping the ani-
mal, which is under stress,
at the zoological park for
observation and rewilding.

The animal would be re-
leased into the wild after
observation, said Ayush
Kumar Kori, Divisional For-
est Officer, Konni.
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Asiatic Lion

Tiger

Cheetah

Elephant

Great Indian Bustard
White Rumped Vulture
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* S e (Black Panther) IR H ohls 37T YSIT ol STHaX 2. TRIehR fa9TwaTd (Physical Characteristics)
ﬁ%,ﬁ%%ﬁﬂ'l‘é@eopard/ﬁgaﬂ)mﬁgw * %T@'(Spots): ﬂﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ%ﬂgﬁt@ TE T R@Ilgéﬁ%,
(Jaguar) TRER T & T T BT 2 Ao AT T 9 H T UTHT H <ET S, T o IR T Ay

* & 3T THa o I T STcATeF AT H AT [ (Melanism) 7 SR S T G (Rosettes) AT FST 3T g
&1 B AT &, AT SehT T Sh1ell &1 STl 2| 36T HeAT-o TR HR ATHA: A G qgAT AT SR h e & 55
(Melanism) 31 f&rfer 3 hHoT 38 scteh T gt ST R ATehear, BeTet ST AR RIHRT 81 2| $ehT TR Ul T =g

*  3I3U Scieh Yo o S H % el ol1d S(Hd & HITHTT TR RTHR LA o FeT g T FAhierd BidT 2

1. STk Rerfa i ug=m= 3. T 3T TTHTE (Habitat & Behavior)

o TSTa™T: AT B9 W, "Scieh G ATH T oh1s Teh STAT ST o TETE TAM: ¥ HET T W ST, SOEh{ES T autani
T 81 UfRrT 3 3Tshient ﬁs%g@wﬁwﬁgw (Black (Tropical Rain Forests) I UBTES! SATSRT | UTE ST 2 & STl
Leopard) ST SITdT 8, STeifeh Sfa107 I qear SR § 378 el ¥ FehT ATCTT U1 35 1950 ST TR R ot H #ag hdT §

TR (Black Jaguar) T ST 2l (HHTFATS)|

* TR HROT: 3 I H HATH' (Melanin) ormie sht 7 sga *  THIATIE SAta: soieh Yor agd it ST 37ehcl T aTed STHeR

1fereh Bt B, T8 ArerTfaew et STTar 2 (Solitary animals) BT §| 3 $ETI hl ST & Lo ST §

AT TS Fd @ 3T SITST U o 99 ¥R od 2
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‘Indo-French
satellite set

for launch in
12-16 months’

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

The Indo-French satellite
TRISHNA (Thermal Infra-
Red Imaging Satellite for
High-resolution  Natural
Resource Assessment) will
be launched in the next 12-
16 months, said Jasvinder
Singh Khoral, Director
(Projects) of the Indian
Space Research Organisa-
tion’s U.R. Rao Satellite
Centre (URSC), on Sunday.

He said this was the
third satellite that India
and France were develop-
ing after Megha-Tropiques
and SARAL (Satellite with
ARGOS and ALTIKA) satel-
lites. “This particular pro-
ject has been around for a
decade or so in its concep-
tualisation and formalisa-
tion. Now it has come to
the realisation stage. It is at
a point where, in the next
12 -16 months, we will be
due for launch,” Mr. Khoral
said while speaking at the
TRISHNA Water for Tomor-
row workshop.

The TRISHNA mission is
a collaborative endeavour
between the ISRO and the
French space agency
CNES.
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Global warming is turning sex
reversal in frogs into extinction risk

Sex reversal is well documented in the animal kingdom, where an individual can begin life with one sex and later switch to another: but a warming planet is making these

changes more frequent; in a population skewed towards one se

Rupsy Khurana
BENGALURL

ome fish can switch sex more

than once over a lifetime. In

lizards, genetically male

hatchlings can be born looking
and functioning as females. In some frogs,
genetically female individuals can develop
into fertile males.

This phenomenon is called sex
reversal. Itis well documented in the
animal kingdom, from invertebrates to
amphibians to birds, where an individual
can begin life with one sex and later
switch to another.

But a warming planet is making these
cchanges more frequent and potentially
‘more consequential for animals. In a
population skewed towards one sex,
individuals may run out of mates to
reproduce with, slowing population
growth, reducing genetic diversity, and
ultimately raising the risk of extinction.

Agile frogs
Around 40% of amphibian species face
the risk of extinction, which makes them
the most threatened vertebrates on the
earth. As temperatures continue to climb,
scientists are asking whether increased
sex reversal could affect the long-term
survival of amphibian populations.

To answer this, a group of researchers
turned to agile frogs in Hungary. They
found that sex-reversed wild males sire
fewer offspring — which are in turn more
vulnerable to heat and infectious disease.
These disadvantages could together speed
up population declines as the planet
keeps warming.

The results were published in Science
Advances on Septeml .

In agile lmp as in mammals, the sex at
birth is by

le frog in the wid.

give

survival of amphibian populations, PETAR MILOSEVC (CC BY.5

The team then tracked whether the
female laid eggs, how long it took, and
whether the eggs developed into
tadpoles.

The team found that s sed

tracked the development of lab-reared
tadpoles, they found that 61% of the
offspring of sex-reversed males

asking whether increased sex reversal could affect the long-term

ndividuals may run out of mates to reproduce with

Canberra professor Arthur Georges, who
was not involved in the study, said.
Their results showed small populations
B . .

X reversal, as
les despite being i female.

males were just as capable of winning
mates and fertilised eggs did develop into
tadpoles. However, sex-reversed males
did not have an equal chance at mating.
Ahoux one-third of females paired with

y
‘Two X chromosomes make a genetic
female whereas an X and a Y make a
genetic male. But excessive heat in the
tadpole stage can override that genetic
recipe and turn some genetically female
tadpoles into physically normal and
fertile male tadpoles.

“Theoretical models suggest that this
threat can be mitigated, up to a certain
severity of climate change, for example
XX males siring all- XX offspring,” said
Veronika Bokony, the study’s lead author
and researcher at the HUN-REN Centre
for Agricultural Research. However, “this
‘mitigating effect can be lost if sex-reversed
individuals cannot participate in
reproduction

Chance of mating

Bokony et al. first looked at whether
animals whose sex differs from their
genetic sex reproduce just as successfully
in the wild. They paired 20 sex-reversed
males with 20 sex-concordant males,
matched for body size and arrival time at
the breeding ponds, two traits known to
affect mating success. They let each male
mate with a female.

d males laid only part of their
eggs, called the split clutch strategy in
which they saved the rest for a better
mate.

In an experimental set-up, females had
no choice, so sex-reversed males could
still coerce the female into mating and sire
a clutch. “Had they been free in a real
‘mating aggregation, this col
allowed the female to find mmlhcr male
who could replace the sex-reversed male
by fighting,” Dr. Bokony said.

Artificial heatwave
So the researchers turned to breeding
ponds in the wild. They sampled more
than a hundred egg masses from 16
different populations and found that even
though the sex-reversed male agile frogs
made up roughly 20% of the wild
populations, only 4% of egg clutches
belonged to them.

“This v@ccu that whcn (he fmgs
mate freely, the

Only 17% o! ulfspnng of sex-concordant
males did, hmwver

“We were suspicious that sex reversal
might have negative consequences on
dual fitness and on population
viability,” Dr. Bokony said.

A warming climate s also amplifying
the threat of infectious diseases. The
pathogen ranavirus is of particular
concern: in some instances, it has wiped
out more than 90% of tadpoles in a single
event.

To understand how well these
offspring could withstand such
climate-driven stressors, researchers
exposed eggs from sexreversed and
sex-concordant males to an artificial heat
wave along with ranavirus. Under high

d

pecially
even a few breeding females could affect a
population’s ability to reproduce.

While some populations may already
have begun declining, others could
disappear within 60 to 70 years as
heat-driven sex reversal pushed
populations towards more males with
fewer females to mate with.

When the model factored in the
mortality from ranavirus among the
offspring of sex-reversed males,
population decline began roughly 10
years earlier and extinction came about
9.5 years sooner.

Without ranavirus, populations still
declined about eight years earlier - but
the extinction occurred only about two
years earlier.

“We, as scientists, un(k'rusllmalu the

males carried higher viral loads.

With lower paternity, higher mes ox
sex reversal in offspring, and gre:
disease susceptibility all hemg pl«\mbh‘
outcomes, the team turned to computer
models to test how these combined
pressures could affect wild agile frog
populations.

are not as successful at becoming sires as
lhe sex-concordant males,” Dr. Bokony

The few offspring they did sire were
also not in the clear. As researchers

Higher extinction risk

“What happens in the laboratory and
what occurs in the field are two different
matters, and the strength of this study lies
in the assessment of the impact of sex
reversal in the wild,” University of

number of

populations and species,” Dominique
tvin, associate professor at the

University of the Sunshine Coast,

Australia, said.

She added that scientists need to know
how the environment is affecting sex
reversal and affecting the long-term
survival of species to update their
interpretations and management
strategies for conservation.

(Rupsy Khurana is science communication
and outreach lead at the National Centre
for Biological Science, Bengaluru.
khurana.rupsy@gmail.com)

THEG
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In agile frogs as in mammals,
the sex at birth is determined
by chromosomes: two X
chromosomes make a genetic
female whereas an Xand a ¥
make a genetic male

v

But excessive heat in the
tadpole stage can override that
genetic recipe and turn some
genetically female tadpoles
into physically normal and
fertile male tadpoles

~

Researchers have found that
sex-reversed male agile frogs in
the wild sire fewer offspring —
which are in turm more
wulnerable to heat and
infectious disease

v

These disadvantages could
together speed up population
declines as the planet keeps
warming
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Sex Reversal (foii uftad / '%FTE{II)EI-TFI'UT) Statas (Biology) 3R SHfeTd (Genetics) 3l Th T
Sfsha 8, fSrem forelt Sfiar a1 ST TR fefiT (Genetic Sex/Chromosomes) 3 3@kt sTtfies et
(Phenotypic Sex/Physical Characteristics) Q%"—E;HB( T = 21 911 2

A v1set W, Afe ferelt Sftar & semaT (DNA) S8 U fedT (18- TW/Male) €T 8, SAfeh 3geht Iifes
STEIE AT ST (Reproductive organs) S8 fefiT (SH- AIET/Female) % forshféra 81 ST &, 1 5 feerfa =t
Sex Reversal &gl SITdT 2

[

. AT TR Tefiet o (Humans & Mammals)
TS 3 ol S T 9 w9 | s (X 3R Y) SN 8T e
g fRerfa: XX sEEm q1eT (Female) 3R XY ShA@ 7€ (Male) sFTd 8
Sex Reversal <Y fearfa:

* XY Female (XY Sex Reversal): smmay fafa Xy (\_rﬁ ATHAR Wﬁ?’f?ﬁ@?ﬁ%) %ﬁé%amg
f<h H H1aT (Female) YTk TT&107 forehférd 21 STd €| UHT 7o Y -3hIHIEM T HISE SRY S
(Sex-determining Region Y) %WL?Q'FTHT ﬂ@qﬁﬁlﬁ o ST BT &

* XX Male (XX Sex Reversal): shm@m frftr XX (S STHAR T B 31 BIT ) T o TS
fth H X (Male) ITRITER cteor fohfEa 2 St €| UET ae 8T & S SRY ST et & X-shiHE 9T

T & STl 2
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2. AR TR STeftar e o (Reptiles, Amphibians & Fish)

* S THA TR uferi/ ATl § I8 WTehideh ®9 § AT TSI Shehi o hvT off T &:

*  ATUHH-ET{Td (Temperature-dependent Sex Determination): F3 H’ﬁ@ (@ﬁ Y AR {HTSI) T 372 T T 99
Ig T T ¢ foh 30 T fershfra € = wrem =fe draeT & steera giar 2, IeRt Wiehfee foi et sreet Tk 21

* WW (Protogyny / Protandry): @W’T (@'\Ef Clownfish A1 Cleaner wrasse) Y ST o S
HTHTISTER STTLIRATSAT I HHE o FTEN AT fATT TaHTioier &9 € | HIaT A1 71eT § -7 H g oAl 2

*  TETIH/ISWT THTS (Endocrine Disruptors): Tl # HIS[E & shitfshel (S8 URHTSE AT TEISH SI¥ dedl) Heshi 37
AS{ctdl H STehideh &9 8 Hormonal imbalances 9aT X &d &, fS/® Male & Female H Sex Reversal &1 @FTdT 2

HET sh 0T (Key Causes)

¢ SATIETITER SEANSAT (Genetic Mutations): SRY S a1 SOX9, DMRT1 Si#& foefir-ferivor fte # =18 e a1 w=peee g

*  FHIAA a'agm (Hormonal Imbalance): Y9 (Embryo) % forerTa o SR T T (Testosterone/Estrogen) F T H
STR-=EE I

*  UHTERU(IT hh (Environmental Factors): Iftge qroEE A J fg (Global Warming) 3T SfeT HGHUT bl ST
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1. STehfaes €9 & foitT ager arer e (Natural)

*  FAMTERIT (Clownfish): T Y AT (Male > Female)

Wj‘s’/ﬂ-ﬂﬁ?{%ﬁ (Wrasse Fish): TT&T § 7 (Female > Male)

RS R UTeftheT (Grouper & Parrotfish): HTET § T (Female > Male)
ﬁ-ﬂﬂ?%’lﬁ?{{? (Slipper Limpets - HiET): Y HIeT (Male > Female)

2. ATIHT ok ShIUT foiiT UiEd arel S (Temperature-driven)

* E@W?{'ﬁ (Bearded Dragon - %‘q%h_c'ﬁ'): eI ATIHT U 3 lgd NECTY (Genetic Male) > HI<T (Female)
* AHI HDT (Sea Turtles): AT s UL T (T T > HIAT

* RS / TethireX (Crocodiles): HTE o TTHT o STER foftT qierd

e 3. W/!’H‘I’qq % HIUT (Chemical/Pollution-induced)

* IS THIT (Wood Frog / Wash): STel IgUT 371 URCHTSS o 0T 7L > AT
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BIG SHOT

The world’s oldest-known terrestrial animal, an Aldabra giant tortoise named Jonathan (left) estimated to be about 194 years old, may owe his extraordinary longevity to a
combination of genetic traits and an ability to keep key cellular systems functioning in a more youthful way, according to scientists.REUTERS
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YouTube Homework

Message of peace
The Nobel Committee has redeemed
itself by awarding Navi Pillay

awarding the 2026 Nobel Peace Prize to L
B gouth Afrigcan jurist Navi Pillay, the Nor- > Medlcln e
wegian Nobel committee has sought not
only to restore its credibility, tarnished by contro-
versial decisions in the recent past, but also to ]
strengthen the voices defending international P hy S 1 c S
law. Ms. Pillay served on the International Crimi-
nal Tribunal for Rwanda and the International
Criminal Court (ICC), and chaired the UN Inde- > 5
pendent International Commission of Inquiry on C h t
the Occupied Palestinian Territory. Born in Dur- emls ry
ban in 1941 to a family of Indian Tamil origin, Ms.
Pillay grew up in apartheid South Africa, opened R
her own legal firm in the 1960s and defended an-
ti-apartheid political prisoners and activists on > theratu re
the notorious Robben Island, including Nelson
Mandela. Her contributions as a jurist have
shaped international criminal law. In 1998, as a
part of the Rwanda war crimes tribunal, she co-
authored the judgment against Jean-Paul Akaye-
su, a local politician, recognising that rape and
sexual violence constitute acts of genocide. Last
year, the Palestine commission that she led con-
cluded that Israel had committed acts of geno-
cide in Gaza and that Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu and former Defence Minister Yoav
Gallant had “incited the commission of geno-
cide” in their speeches and statements. Com-
pared to Barack Obama, the 2009 winner who
bombed Libya two years later, or Maria Corina
Machado, the 2025 winner who supported Wash-
ington’s economic strangulation of Venezuela
and its illegal strikes on boats in the Caribbean,
Ms. Pillay has an untarnished record of standing
up for the victims of international crimes.
Ms. Pillay has been honoured at a time when
the world is witnessing conflicts, which have ef-
fectively jeopardised the law-based international
order. Russia’s invasion of Ukraine is a challenge
to the fundamental principles of sovereignty and
territorial integrity. Israel continues to bomb Ga-
za, Syria and Lebanon and tighten its occupation
of Palestinian territories, with impunity. The U.S.
under President Donald Trump — who believes
he deserved a Nobel Prize — started a war on Iran
on February 28 and killed its Supreme Leader, a
flagrant violation of international law and norms.
He has also launched a frontal attack on interna-
tional institutions, including the ICC that has
been placed under sanctions. What prevents the
world from becoming a Hobbesian jungle where
the mighty do as they please is the existence of
international law and institutions that hold them
accountable. The message of the 2026 Peace
Prize is that the fight to strengthen those rules
and institutions is part of the struggle for a more
peaceful and accountable world.
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The gaps in the implementation of the RTI Act

Section 4 of the RTI Act lists 16 types of information which are to be disclosed by public authorities; such voluntary disclosure has not been followed

DATA POINT

Sneha Gandla
Gauri Singavarapu
Sachin Swaraj

he Right to Information
T (RT) Act completed 21

years today. Besides empo-
wering citizens to demand infor-
mation from public authorities, a
key aspect of the RTI Act is the pro-
vision for suo motu mandatory dis-
closure of a variety of information
on their websites so that people do
not have to resort to filing requests
under the Act for accessing basic
information regarding  any
department.

Section 4 (1) (b) of the Act lists 16
types of information, ranging from
contact details of officials to bud-
getary expenditure, which are to
be made public at regular inter-
vals. Moreover, the Department of
Personnel and Training has issued
guidelines for the disclosure of ad-
ditional information, under eight
broad categories, including infor-
mation related to procurement,
public-private partnerships, and
all RTI applications received by
each department. An analysis, ho-
wever, showed that such voluntary
disclosure has not been followed.

With the number of official web-
sites of the Union government and
State governments running into
the thousands, the scope of this
analysis is restricted to the depart-
ments listed as Public Authorities
(PAs) in the Government of India’s
online portal for filing of applica-
tions under the RTI Act and the da-
ta presented in the annual reports
of the Central Information Com-
mission (CIC). To ensure com-
pliance with Section 4 of the RTI
Act, the government has also
made it mandatory for transparen-
cy audits to be conducted by third
parties and the reports of such au-
dits to be shared with the CIC.

The annual report for the year
2024-25 released earlier this year
by the CIC says that of the 2,303
PAs from various departments re-

gistered with the Commission, on-
1y 1,446 had submitted third party
audit reports, which is just 62.7%
of the total registered (Table 1). Of
those submitted, more than 50%
scored Grade C or below, which
meant that they had scored 80% or
below in the transparency audit.
Those with Grade E had scored be-
low 60% in the audit. Though
nearly 37% of the registered PAs
did not submit the audit reports, a
look at the trend in the last five
years showed that the compliance
has improved year-on-year (Chart
1). In 2020-21, only 754 had sub-
mitted. This doubled to 1,443 in
2024-25.

The Hindu independently veri-
fied the websites of the 94 depart-
ments under which these PAs
come under. The guidelines re-
commend the uploading of the
transparency audit reports on the
websites. However, only 33 of the
94 websites had the audit reports
for the year 2024-25. While a ma-
jority of them did not have the lat-
est audit reports, a few had older
reports. An analysis on the infor-
mation that is to be mandatorily
disclosed under the RTI Act
showed that, of the 94 depart-
ments, 56 authorities, or 62% have
complied with this section on
most categories, and have infor-
mation from 2025-26. The web-
sites of 26 departments did not
have the information covered un-
der the Act. For the Ministry of So-
cial Justice and Empowerment,
there was no information available
(Table 2). The remaining websites
had either minimal or dated infor-
mation on their websites.

Meanwhile, the number of new
RTI requests and its pendency
with the CIC has grown over the
years (Chart 2). The Act states that
PAs should provide “as much in-
formation suo miotu to the public
...so that the public have minimum
resort to the use of this Act”. The
efficient implementation of Sec-
tion 4 can not only improve tran-
sparency but also reduce the pen-
dency piling up with the CIC and
State Information Commissions.

Section 4(1) (b)

of the RTI Act
mandates suo motu
disclosure of a range of
information by every
government authority

Public authorities

covered under the
Act are mandated to
conduct independent
transparency audits
to ensure compliance
with Section 4 (1) (b)

In 2024-25, only
62.3% of the

ﬂtw.mhwtm.m, public autharities had

1 T g )

| 4

RTI Museum in Beawar, Rajasthan. SUSHIL KUMAR VERMA

Voluntary non-disclosure

submitted these audit
e reports to the CIC

Most sites checked

In defense of transparency: Workers during the laying of the foundation of the National by The Hindu had

disclosed only minimal
information available

Data for the charts were sourced from the Central Information Commission (CIC) and websites of 94 government
departments listed in the RTI portal of the Government of India. The authors are interning with The Hindu’s Data team

Table 1: Number of public authorities

Chart 1: The number of public authorities (PAs)] registered with the CIC and those who,

y audit reports to the Commission in the last five years

B Number of PAs Il PAs who submitted audit reports.

(PAs) who sub d transp y audit the P
reports to the CIC and their grades

Number of PAs 2,303

Audit report i to CIC | 1,446

Grade A 410

Grade B 253

Grade C 302

Grade D 215

Grade E 266

Table 2: Availability of transparency
audit reports in the websites of 94
departments listed in the RT| portal

Compliance

Report available with section-
wise scores and required
compliance classifications

No. of
depts.

33

Report available, but the
latest recorded audit year is
older

No report found in the portal
material reviewed

43

While audit is mentioned or
information is available, the
full report or expected details

are missing

Report reference, total score
or audit mentioned without
complete accessible report

Portal did not display the
relevant audit information
Total

@
]
3

2,000
1,500
- I I
0 . I |

202021 202122 202223 2023-24 2024-25
Chart 2: The number of RTI requests filed every year and . Pending requests
the pendencies from previous years have consistently from previous year
grown over the years I New requests

24 lakhs

12 lakhs

0
2007-08

Of the roughly 23 lakh RTI
requests handled in 2024-
25, about 5.1 lakh (22%)

were those pending from

the year before I I I I I I I
!!-!llll.lllll
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RTI (Right to Information) T &= T SRR Wi
G T Teh Shileh ] I & ST HATH TR h! THH
SHTHERTST ohl SR STH i ShT STFIeRT 3T =

1. & TN AT?
srferfratara fafer: 15 S 2005 =t @ gy aTid form mm
TUT EF  FRT: 12 AFE 2005 1 T H AT 53|

2. TG a4 (Key Provisions - AT H):

* AT AT T TR AT fohelt ot aenrll fovm, wermerr
I TR SIS TTH HEAT & FATe I8 Hehd & AN
1A/ TS /T Hehd 2l

*  QUI-AMT (Time Limit):

o T AIHAT § TS ol Starel 30 ot o sfiqe an
TfaTd 2|

o If¢ e fordt =afth & e At &ad=aT (Life &
Liberty) ¥ S[ST &1, A STaTe 48 ©¢ o i <A1 8ieT o

TR G ATURRT (P10): B THI farsiT § Tk Public
Information Officer [t BIAT ?, 5@kt T RTI HAT&HT T
EEICECIN

ST hT TTITATT (Appeals): THT W SaTe 7 et am
SFEATSSHE Stare e W A 30 At & oot worm ardter
(First Appeal) R wé?aﬁugm JATIRT (Information
Commission) # TH{ 37Hiet X Hehel &

&< T TG (Penalty): TSR ST feoUT, TeAd STHRRT
7 AT < W ARTER W 2250 ufafeT (rfeeman £25,000) 1
STATHT SHTT ST Eehall 2

AU (Exceptions - Section 8): émaﬁrgwt Fi'Sl‘lj)ﬁT, EWETIRCD
fed ST ST MARIAT (Privacy) € ST HalgRiier S|
RTI % & | &1 shl STl
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WHO prequalifies Serum Institute’s
quadrivalent HPV vaccine CERVAVAC

(

‘RVAVAC is the first Indian-made quadrivalent HPV vaccine to receive WHO prequalification: This prequalification means the vaccine has met WHO

standards for quality. safety and efficacy: The development is significant for India as well as the global effort to prevent cervical cancer

EXPLAINER

Bindu Shajan Perappadan

he Serum Institute
d Ko
nously developed

quadrivalent human papi
lomavirus (HPV) vaccine,
CERVAVAC, has received
prequalification from the
World Health Organization
(WHO), allowing the vac-
cine to be procured by Un
ited Nations agencies and
potentially supplied to
countries running HPV im-
munisation programme:
The WHO lists its prequali-
fication as effective from
September 25, 2026.

The development is sig-
nificant for India as well as
the global effort to prevent
cervical cancer. CERVAVAC
is India’s first indigenously

1 i 1

524

WORLD'S LARGEST
vating mangtacturer by number of Goses produced

& SERUM INSTITUTE OF INDIA

Protection from birth onwards ?

Avaccine already licensed in India can now potentially enter international procurement channels used
to supply national immunisation programmes, particularly in low- and middle-income countries. AfP

tered by September this
year, rding to !lw Uu
ion Health Minist
national HPV vac

ped g
quadrivalent HPV vaccine
and targets HPV types 6, 11,
16 and 18. It is licensed in
India for girls and boys
aged 910 26 years.
CERVAVACis the first I

dian-made quadrivalent
HPV vaccine to receive
WHO  prequalification.

WHO standards for qlld]l().
safety and efficacy, follow-
ing evaluation of data,
samples and manufactur-
ing sites.

Globally, cervical cancer
caused an  estimated
6,04,000 new cases and
3,42,000 deaths in 2020.
In India, where cervic
cancer remains a publ
health burden, the nation-
al HPV vaccination pro-
gramme was launched on
February 28, 2026, target-
ing about 1.2 crore 14-year-
old girls with a free single
dose; more than 80 lakh
doses had been admi

use:
Gardasil-4, a undn\u]em
vaccine protecting against
HPV types 6, 11, 16 and 18.

India also has an indige-
nous quadrivalent vaccine,
CERVAVAC (now WHO-pre-
qualified) and access to
other HPV vag es, in-
cluding Gardasil 9 and Cer-
varix, through the private
market.

Biggest significance
WHO  prequalification’s
biggest significance is ac-
cess. A vaccine that has al-
ready been licensed in In-
dia can now potenti;
enter international pro-
curement channels used to
supply national immunisa-
tion programmes, particu-
larly in low- and middle-in-
come countries.

WHO prequalification is
not a marketing authorisa-
tion or regulatory appro-
val. For the prequalifica-
tion, the vaccine
undergoes assessment of

CERVAVAC is India’s first
indigenously developed
gender-neutral
quadrivalent HPV
vaccine and targets HPV
types 6, 1L 16 and 18, Itis
licensed for girls and
boys aged 910 26 years

its quality, safety and effi-
ncluding evaluation
of data, lulmy., of samples
and inspection of manufac-

ine
that meets WHO standards
is placed on the WHO List
of Prequalified Vaccines,
making it eligible for pro-
curement by United Na-
tions agencies and giving
countries an international-
ly recognised assurance
about the product and ma-
nufacturing standards.

What is HPV

HPV is an extremely com-
mon sexually transmitted
infection. Most infections
clear naturally, but persis-

tent infection with high-
risk pes can lead to
cervical cancer. WHO esti-
mates that persistent infec-
tion with high-risk HPV
types causes more than
95% of cervical cancers.
HPV can also cause anal,
vulval, vaginal and some
other cancers, as well as
genital warts.

The vaccine is a cancer-
prevention vaccine and
not just a vaccine against
an infection. WHO's priori-
ty target is girls aged 9-14
years, before exposure to
HPV. The organisation re-
commends either a one- or
two-dose schedule for this
age group, depending on
the vaccine and national
programme.

The four HPV types tar-
geted by CERVAVAC are im-
portant for diffes a-
sons. HPV lb and 18 are

cancer-associated HPV
types and genital warts.

Its indication for both
sexes also matters. Alth-
ough cervical cancer is the
largest component of the
HPV disease burden, HPV
can cause disease in men,
including anal cancer and
genital warts.

What it means for India
CERVAVAC's WHO pre-
qualification does not au-
tomatically mean that
will now be substituted in-
to the Indian government
programme. Vaccine selec-
tion for a national pro-
gramme involves consider-
ations including regulatory
status, evidence, price,
supply capacity, presenta-
tions, logistics and pro
gramme requirements.
But the new status gives
India another WHO-pre-
qualified HPV vaccine
from a domestic manufac-
turer. It could also poten-
tially strengthen competi-
tion and supply security if
CERVAVAC is considered
for future procurement.

Other Indian vaccines

India already has a sub-
stantial presence on the
WHO prequalified-vaccine
list. Serum Institute is
among the largest Indian
participants. The company

cines covering a wi
range of diseases, includ-
ing BCG, diphtheria-teta-
nus-pertus combina-
tions,  hepatitis B,
Haemophilus  influenzae
type b, measles, measles-

high-risk type:
for a large pmportion of
cervical cancers.

Types 6 and 11 are res-
ponsible for most anogeni-
tal warts. The quadrivalent
vaccine therefore provides
protection against both

rubella, p:
rubella, meningococcal
disease,  pneumococcal
disease, polio, rabies, rota-
virus, rubella and malaria,
among others.

Other Indian manuf:
turers with WHO-prequal

a
kine and Panacea Bmm
among others.

Bharat Biotech's Typbar-
TCV, for example, was the
first typhoid conjugate vac-
cine to receive WHO pre-
qualification; Zydus's Zy-
Vac TCV received WHO
prequalification in Septem-
ber 2026.

The HPV milestone is
distinctive because, until
now, WHO’s prequalified
HPV portfolio consisted of
vaccines  manufactured
outside India.

WHO's HPV product-
choice document lists biva-
lent vaccines such as Ceco-
lin, Cervarix and Walrin-
vax, quadrivalent Gardasil,
and nonavalent Gardasil-9.
CERVAVAC was previously
nationally licensed but was
not WHO-prequalified.

Its inclusion therefore
adds an Indian-made HPV
vaccine to the global WHO-
prequalified pool.

For India, the larger sig-
nificance is that a vaccine
developed and manufac-
tured - domestically can
now potentially contribute
not only to India’s cervical-
cancer prevention pro-
;,nmnu but also to HPV

vaccination  programmes

elae\\ here.

Global target

The WHO's global target is
to have 90% of girls fully
vaccinated against HPV by
age 15, alongside screening
and treatment targets for
women.

y the end of 2025, HPV
vaccination had been in-
troduced in 165 countries,
but global first-dose cover-
age among girls was only
about 33%, well below the
90% target.
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Cervavac ('H"JlﬁaT:F) YR T Ul Taesit qHPV
(quadrivalent Human Papillomavirus) Jerdta 2, o
Cervical Cancer (‘T‘iﬁ'ST&I' T T 57{1'{) EARIET A SIY
foeplra foram maT 2

. Wﬁ'ﬁﬂﬁm (Key Features)

Ftar (Manufacturer): 39 Serum Institute of India (SII)
ST Department of Biotechnology (DBT) 37 BIRAC &
T ¥ QIR foham T B
forereR Reretres TRaT: I8 HPV o = 9@ <NUZd (Types 6,
11, 16, 3R 18)  faaTs Tea < 2
* HPV 16 3T 18: AT 70-80% TATSHheA HEX h
A o fore fSrHeR Bl 2
* HPV 6 3R 11: SHEeA a1¢d (Genital Warts / ST
&) T ST & 2
fermTret (A ffordable): faesft HPV SafHT (S Gardasil)
1 T H I8 hIh! G &, Fore I8 Wi ol 3119 ST1eiral <
T g st 21

2. T Tl 3R o &1 ATfRE?
o dfera 311'99‘31'1‘ (Target Age Group): a's'zﬁao‘rg@awﬁ 9

U 14 T8 1 Tefrdl o foTT ge@ 7fres garet 91T ST 31 39
26 I8 deh shi AfZATT Y o Gehdlt B

N gﬁ?ﬁ?{q‘ﬁ (Dose Schedule):

* 9F 14 TH: 2 S (T8l SIS o 6 HEH a1 ol Sis)|
° 15T 26TW: 3 TS (0, 2, 3 6 AR & Falel T)

3. 3HhT Hgd (Significance)

WA | TATgheT hud chi fRufd: Wi ¥ Aigeredl § e o
I U T AT HH 2

TehATH (Prevention): Haigehe] hat m*lmﬁﬁﬁﬁaﬂ?
ZIT Ueh ST AFT (Preventable) R 2

TR T (Public Health): T3 S 89 &

T 38 YR % Universal Immunization Programme

(UIP) T ITTHeT i hl fEm o sieT shed HHT ST 2
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‘Indian killed in Saudi airport attack’

Press Trust of India
DUBAI

An Indian citizen was
killed and at least 10 were
injured in an attack at Sau-
di Arabia’s international
airport in Riyadh, the In-
dian Embassy in the king-
dom said on Sunday.

At least 12 people were
killed and more than 300
were left injured in the at-
tack claimed by the Iran-

backed Houthi rebels, the
latest of several in the past
week targeting the airport.

“It is learnt that one In-
dian national injured in the
Riyadh attack has unfortu-
nately lost his life today.
We convey our heartfelt
condolences to the family
of the deceased,” the In-
dian mission in Riyadh
wrote in a statement post-
ed on X. In a separate post,
the embassy said that it

was in touch with local
authorities to track the
well-being of those injured.
“It is learnt that 11 In-
dians are among those in-
jured in the attack... Our
officials have reached out
to the hospital authorities,”
the Indian mission said.
The External Affairs Mi-
nistry on Sunday strongly
condemned the repeated
incidents in the kingdom,
including Saturday’s “das-

tardly attack”, and said the
attacks on civilians and ci-
vilian infrastructure in the
Gulf nation are “complete-
ly unacceptable and must
cease immediately”.

In view of the security
situation, the Indian Em-
bassy had issued an adviso-
ry on Thursday advising all
Indian nationals in Saudi
Arabia to remain alert and
vigilant.

(With AP inputs)

®
R

Result Mitra




Norway s not aione

Europe and North A ReuTERS

Why i 1s Norway cons1dermg a temporary
smart glasses ban?

Norway is proposing temporary restrictions on smart glasses in public, sensitive spaces over concerns about covert recording, facial recognition and
violations of privacy. as other countries explore similar curbs; this could affect device sales and push manufacturers to strengthen privacy safeguards

faid

Al Khan
The story so far:
regulators are training
their sights on smart ,,lmu as
the wearable d uipped
with high-defniion camers,

ambientaudio recording, and artificial
intelligence is becoming common in
Europe, blurring the lines between
technological innovation and citizens’
privacy.
Norway is taking the lead as its
government prepares a proposal seeking
atemporary ban on smart glasses in
select public and sensitive locations. Led
by Minister of Digitalisation and Public
Governance Torgeir Micaelsen, the
initiative pauses device usage in places
where individuals expect personal
privacy

What does the proposal seek?
The temporary restrictions target places
frequented by children, inclu
schools, playgrounds, and youth clubs,
healthcare facilties,

high-resolution imagery, record ambient
audio, or live-stream video directly at eye
level without offering clear cues to
bystanders.

surrender smart glasses at security
checkpoints.

In the United State:
gyms, and courts in Ne

everal nightclubs,

e

where citizens cannot easily deter mine
whether they are being recorde
risks ace cspecally acute Insenakive
settings like changing rooms and me
clinics, or where unauthorised filming.
children raises safety concerns.
Furthermore, officials have highlighted
risks surrounding reaktime facial
recognition software. When combined
with Al cyevwear, ackal recogrition coukd
enable wearers to instantly identify
strange s personal data, or
facle doring Norway's proposed
rules acknowledge that traditional privacy
frameworks were not designed for
head-worn, ambient recording
technology.

ical
of

any other mlmlry attempting a
sumlar moratos
Norway i iotakiue ) addressing privacy
& ble d.

locker rooms, public beaches, park:
‘museumns, and concert venues. Crucially,

expert committee (0 evaluate the
technological challenges and formulate
lasting legal frameworks. Oslo has already
banned smart gk C: cipal

asa

patchwork of regulations and
venue-specific restrictions are in progress
across Europe and North America.

the Netherlands and Germany,
eyewear retailer Hans Anders suspeny
sales of Meta’s Ray-Ban smart glasses
across its Dutch and Belgian stores while
awaiting regulatory clarity. Dutch
Kawmakers have discussed rles hat it
the Euroy

schools.
“The core argument behind Norw

intervention centres on the lack of
consent in public spaces. Traditional

smartphones require users to visibly hold
up a device to record video or snap
photos, providing a lear signal to
surrounding people. In contrast, smart
glasses allow wearers to capture

Protecton Board (EDPE, Meamwhile,
Hamburg is exploring regional
restrictions

‘The UK Cinema Association established
guidelines resricting or prohibiting
camera-equipped glas
thestres o combt prsc

Frgland and Walesrequire vsitors 1o

localised bans. California's
governor vetoed legislation penalising
covert recording in private spaces, bu
debate continues among state
policymakers on next steps.

in Bangkok, smart glasses use is
restricted in certain pubs and public
places.

How are manufacturers of smart
glasses adapting to this regulatory
landscape?
To address privacy concerns, hardware
manufacturers have built technical
safeguards into current-generation
devices. Device such as Ray-Ban Meta
e a white

primary selling point of smart glasses is
their seamless integration into daily
public life. Restricting their use in public
spaces ke parks beaches, shopping
centres, and fitness clubs undermines
thelr utilhy, rendering a versate dally-use

accessory into a device restricted to home
use,

In addition, voluntary retai
suspensions such as the sales halt by Hans
Anders create immediate revenue hits in
the European market. Regulatory
uncertainty across different regions
introduces consumer hesitation,
discouraging buyers who worry about
purchasing expensive hardware that
‘might soon face usage restrictions in
public.

How might smart glasses makers
tweal i it

dwis (LED) on the frame beside the len<
‘The LED blinks wh turing

To comply with cvoving privacy
er trust,

and stays it eoctinuusy during ideo.
recordi

Manufacturers have deployed firmware
updates that detect if the LED indicator is
covered or obstructed. I light obstruction
is detected, the system automatically
disables the camera's functionality.
Devices enforce caps on continuous
recording duration and play audible
Sxdier i whe fakiog phows.

But privacy advocates have said that
small LED lights remain difficult to spot in
bright, sunlit conditions or crowded
environments, rendering hardware
safeguards insufficient for complete
bystander protection.

How will the moratorium impact
2

proposal focuses on
e usage rather than
banning sales, the commercial impact on
manufacturers could be substantial. The

manufacturers may mﬂ) o
both hardware and software features by
implemsenting liges, brighter, or
colourbifing LED indictors. alongside
Touder audio signa

silenc

Software updates could incorporate
Aldriven face-blurring and audio pitch
modification, redacting bystander
identities before footage is saved or
streamed. Smart glasses could utilise GPS
data to automatically disable recording
capabilities when entering designated
privacy zones like schools, hospitals, or
Tocker rooms. Manufacturers can
explicitly block facial recognition software
and APIs to prevent real-time profiling in
public spaces.

Companies are expanding lines to
include audio-focused smart glasses
without cameras (such as Ray-Ban Meta
Audio), catering to users who want Al
features without privacy concems.
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India has acknowledged Katchatheevu
belongs to Sri Lanka, says Dissanayake

Meera Srinivasan
COLOMBO

New Delhi has acknow-
ledged that Katchatheevu
belongs to Sri Lanka, Presi-
dent Anura Kumara Dissa-
nayake said on Sunday,
while referring to the is-
land nation’s “good rela-
tions” with India.

At a rally, while outlin-
ing his government’s ef-
forts to achieve economic
stability and good gover-
nance, and in maintaining
strong ties with other
countries, he pointed to
the recent reference to
Katchatheevu in the Indian
Supreme Court. “We main-

= e

Anura Kumara Dissanayake

tain good bilateral rela-
tions with India. The Cen-
tral government of India
has acknowledged before
the Supreme Court that
Katchatheevu Island be-
longs to Sri Lanka,” he
said, while reiterating his

earlier assurance to New
Delhi that Sri Lanka “will
never allow its airspace,
land, or sea to be used in a
manner that poses a threat
to our neighbour, India”.
Last week, India’s top
court heard a batch of peti-
tions challenging the “un-
constitutional ceding” of
Katchatheevu island to Sri
Lanka in the 1970s. Accord-
ing to news reports, Attor-
ney General R. Venkatara-
mani told the court that
India had “excellent rela-
tions” with Sri Lanka and
did not intend reopening
the Katchatheevu agree-
ments of 1974 and 1976.
While the case is sche-

duled to be heard next in
February 2027, Justice San-
jay Kumar, who along with
Justice Sanjeev Sachdeva,
is on the Bench, noted that
New Delhi and Tamil Nadu
must “sensitise” the fisher-
men to refrain from cross-
ing into Sri Lankan waters.
Politicians in India, both
in Tamil Nadu and New
Delhi, often invoke Katch-
atheevu, located close to
the International Maritime
Boundary on the Sri Lan-
kan side, while taking up
Tamil Nadu fishermen’s
frequent arrests by the Sri
Lankan Navy, on charges
of illegal fishing in the is-
land’s territorial waters.
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Appointment of new Deputy
Election Commissioner puts
ECI work hierarchy in focus

Sreeparna Chakrabarty
NEW DELHI

Prakash Rajpurohit, an [AS
officer of the 2010 batch,
has been appointed as De-
puty Election Commission-
er (DEC) in the Election
Commission of India (ECI),
filling the vacancy caused
by the premature repatria-
tion of Sanjay Kumar, who
was incharge of the Electo-
ral Rolls and Information
Technology division.

What will be the work
allocation in the ECI after
this new appointment is
crucial, as Sanjay Kumar,
who had been DEC from
August 2024 to August this
year, had been responsible
for the Electoral Rolls and
IT division of the ECI, and
had signed the ECI's June
24, 2025, order initiating
the SIR in the country.

It is also important be-
cause Election Commis-
sioners S.S. Sandhu and Vi-
vek Joshi had written to the
Cabinet Secretary on how
files of the IT Department
head Seema Khanna not
being routed through Mr.
Kumar, who was a sea-
soned officer, was a viola-

Prakash Rajpurohit

tion. Dr. Khanna joined the
ECI in 2025 on deputation
from the National Infor-
matics Centre. She heads
the commission’s IT De-
partment, and oversees its
digital infrastructure, in-
cluding systems for electo-
ral-roll management.

Officer’s repatriation

According to ECI sources,
before the repatriation of
Mr. Kumar to his parent
cadre, Dr. Khanna's files
had been routed through
him till she was given a
promotion to Level 15,
which is equivalent to the
rank of an Additional Se-

cretary. Since Mr. Kumar
was of the rank of Joint Se-
cretary (Level 14), Senior
Deputy Election Commis-
sioner Manish Garg issued
an internal order that Dr.
Khanna’s files should go
straight to the Election
Commissioners from then.

This order was, howev-
er, never implemented. Dr.
Khanna’s files were being
routed through Mr. Garg
himself following the repa-
triation of Mr. Kumar, as he
was his link officer, which
made him responsible for
his departments in his
absence.

Mr. Rajpurchit’s ap-
pointment was cleared by
the Appointments Com-
mittee of the Cabinet late
on Saturday as per the or-
der by the Department of
Personnel and Training.
The Rajasthan-cadre offic-
er has been appointed to
the post for a tenure up to
April 8, 2030.

It remains to be seen
how work allocation is
done now and whether it
addresses the concerns of
the two ECs, specially
ahead of the crucial As-
sembly elections.
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