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WA H TATSCETIH (ThTITE) TTETTAT AT qT Te o HaH |,

FreafeRaa syt @ feem hirfsto:
1. 9Rd & I 11,000 forarrier @ Aferes st det@T 37 200 ¥ Afeen
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2.  ATEeERH YdeA fa@ ™ (Lighthouse Tourism Development) U8 ahT
EACET NS SR ICR] (Navigation) {lf&ﬂﬁmi ERCADrC]
el & forshre el

3. N H ATECEISHI o Wa-T@Te H HTYhIHUT o AT | §76 SUTr],
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* (c)ohad 2 3R 3

* (d)1,23M3 o "UTaftes Atere SR | AL THeT IgHTd o €T H

WA ok FATSCEISHT ohT EUTATUT Shael ae & JTHTIAT T
Terentar &t 7, atfeen arg et ereisraza (Blue Economy)
T T 3 ST Teh TATH 1" AHTCTEHTHS Hed(h thifeTg
(150 9752 / 10 37<k)
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1. ST o et T

3ftrer = 9T =T (China) FUeT 3cdte R Fafd @41 4 Fat-1
URIET W ) T o et CAaeTge et sh ST 30% o
rferen feean stehetl M T 2

2. T § W <R e e 2

WW IR U (Textiles & Apparel Combined)
Prat . s g 3 53 & 63 v o T # (9
SITATART, ToRIGTH 3T i o o119)|

e HTST/RUTH (Raw Cotton & Yarn) IeqTed U: A
T T AN HEE qST IS €

3. T 0 AT & Wy &2

T wre?r (Ready-Made Garments/Apparel) CACRICR)
TR TEATSIT A U B

FierTaer sht fearfdr: siveer dam st (RMG) 1 g a1
/A TE Her ST Ffeeh € (AfNen fiid v $38-$40
farferam sten)

O <kt Rearfer: A 1 Faet TR FUST (Garments) FT i
T $16 farferam Sew 21

°N

<h[{UT:
*  SATSYT ! JUURT §6 (EU) ST 1= <301 § A forehférd <30 (LDC)
T GSTT B o RO I-eh (Duty-Free Access) T AT ToeTaT Bl
*  SATC YU TE § ISHE TTHSH o 5 YA % Icq1e (Mass Fast-
Fashion) T 1S ¢l
* g, WWQ&?{\W (Domestic Market) ST $225 faifer=m
SR 1 €, TSTereh shTUT AT h st Ica1e shl SISl e <31 o Hiax &1
QI &I ST &, Sfelfeh aetest & @8 Faid-377@ (Export-driven) 2l
. TR T AETd-FAata (Import-Export) m
forefar a1 20252026 % SATIR SATHSI o IFE:
WW@W% (Exports):
T  Torefiar 9 2025-26 o SRE T $33.5 Tarfera= & $35.8 fafera=
(USD) &1 FHueT 31 gieer faia fomam Bl
(MR TR = 2030 TF $100 T & 2qaerse (H3id &1 <189 T 8)
EW%ERTZI'E'F[ AITT (Imports):
TR ATAHT T $6 farferam & $7.5 faferam (USD) =1 eaaerset smama
LT 8l 390 ey &Y Y oy IR o e wrger (Polyester/Viscose),
KETICIRCES (Technical Textiles), AR @é—@ﬁv‘%@ I &l
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INDIA bloc rally takes SIR protest to SC’s door

I Opposition alliance comes together amid heavy Cong. says on social media 2.5 lakh people took
part in the four-hour-long ‘March for Democracy’

police deployment to march to Supreme Court

Sobhana K. Nair
NEW DELHI

massive crowd on
Monday  walked
down arterial roads

in the national capital, tail-
ing a procession of buses
carrying leaders of the In-
dian National Develop-
mental, Inclusive Alliance
(INDIA) from Constitution
Club to the Supreme
Court, where Leader of the
Opposition in the Lok Sab-
ha Rahul Gandhi and other
top leaders of the bloc filed
a petition over the alleged
large-scale voter deletions
and irregularities in the
special intensive revision
(SIR) of electoral rolls.

The Congress, on its so-
cial media handles, said
2.5 lakh people participat-
ed in the protest. The
“March for Democracy”,
which began at 1.30 p.m. at
the Constitution Club,
went on for more than four
hours, mostly unhindered
by police barricades and
intervention, and also al-
lowing for an occasional
break for the protesters
from waving flags and slo-
ganeering at ice cream and
juice carts.

The march had several
such light moments, in-
cluding when Congress
president Mallikarjun
Kharge donned a Batman
mask. There was heavy de-
ployment of police, who
stood on the sidelines
watching.

Stopped near SC

After winding through cen-
tral Delhi and doubling
back via Mandi House, the
procession was finally
stopped by the police near
the Supreme Court. Sever-
al leaders, including Mr.

Major momentum: INDIA bloc supporters and activists during the march to the Supreme Court in New Delhi on Monday. SUSHIL KUMAR VERMA

Gandhi, Priyanka Gandhi
Vadra, Tejashwi Yadav and
Akhilesh Yadav, climbed
atop a vehicle for the last
leg of the march, which
rang with slogans against
the government and the
Chief Election Commis-
sioner, Gyanesh Kumar.

Several top Congress
leaders, including Sachin
Pilot, were seen marching
along with the protesters.

Despite a proposal from
INDIA bloc leaders that on-
ly the National Flag should
be flown, Congress flags
dominated the scene. Flags
of Left student bodies, CPI
(M)’s SFI, CPI's AISF and
CPI(ML)’s AISA, could also
be seen.

A majority of the protes-
ters were Congress Suppor-
ters who had travelled

from different parts of the
country — from Salma Be-
gum, who came from Kora-
put in Odisha on her mai-
den trip to Delhi, to
Mayank Chaudhary, a
former Youth Congress
leader leading a cavalcade
of SUVs from Badkal, Ha-
ryana, slipping by police
barricades on the way.

The lead bus in the pro-
cession had a carefully se-
lected mix of INDIA bloc
leaders to present a united
front, with Congress’s K.C.
Venugopal standing at the
landing waving at the
crowd, and the front row
occupied by Mr. Kharge
and Leader of the Opposi-
tion in the Lok Sabha Ra-
hul Gandhi.

The bus also had Samaj-
wadi Party’s Dharmendra

Yadav, RJD’s Tejashwi Ya-
dav, Shiv Sena (UBT)’s San-
jay Raut, Trinamool’s Sau-
gata Ray, CPI(M) general
secretary M.A. Baby, CPI
(ML) general secretary Di-
pankar Bhattacharya, and
CPI leader P. Sandosh Ku-
mar. AISA president Neha
Bora and former president
Sai Balaji were also there.
SFI leader Aishe Ghosh
was also on the bus.

The protesters who
walked alongside the buses
waved at the leaders. Every
time Mr. Gandhi stood up,
a loud cheer ensued. Sev-
eral ran with their cameras
held aloft at the sight of Ms.
Bora, a recognisable face
of the student movement.
Mr. Kharge had requested
all parties to inform their
parliamentarians to reach

the Constitution Club at 1
p.m. Despite the coordina-
tion difficulties, there was
awide assembly of leaders.

Former West Bengal
Chief Minister Mamata Ba-
nerjee was among the lead-
ers who gathered there.
She did not join the proces-
sion, having to return to
Kolkata. Samajwadi Party
chief Akhilesh Yadav, who
reached Delhi only after 2
p.m., joined the protest
around 4 p.m., for the last
stretch of the march.

Thirty-six-year-old Ms.
Salma, who left her two
children behind in Koraput
to fly down to Delhi, said,
“I have come to meet Ra-
hul Gandhi.” She had been
waiting since morning to
catch a glimpse of her
leader.

Davinder Singh came
from Jalandhar, Punjab,
dressed as the mythical
god of death, Yamraj, and
explained his sartorial
choice, saying: “I am here
to remind the government,
which is stealing our votes,
that they too have to face
their makers.”

Amid all this rhetoric,
Narayan Saha made a brisk
sale of papads, 320 a pop.
His basket emptied rapidly.
He was not as bothered
about the SIR as the crowd
around him appeared to
be. Instead, he was wor-
ried that his brother’s
name had been cut from
the ration card back home
in Sitamarhi, Bihar.

MORE REPORTS ON
» PAGES 4 &5

Petition filed in the SC over alleged large-scale
deletions in poll rolls, electoral irregularities

Jantar Mantar no
more designated
protest venue

NEW DELHI

The Delhi Police on Monday
denotified Jantar Mantar as a
designated venue for protests
and demonstrations, replacing
one of the capital’s
longest-established sites of
public dissent with three
alternative grounds farther
from the seat of power. The
move drew criticism from
activists, who said relocating
demonstrations would make it
harder for citizens to draw the
attention to their demands.
Under a standing order by
Delhi Police Commissioner,
Ramlila Maidan, around 4 km
from Jantar Mantar, Burari
Ground, around 15 km away,
and CBD Ground, about 13 km
away, have been designated as
protest venues. » PAGE 4

Form 6 changes
made after ruling
on Bihar SIR: SC

NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on Monday
clarified that it had neither
approved nor disapproved the
controversial alterations made
to Form 6 in its May 27
judgment, which was entirely
about the legality of the pilot
special intensive revision (SIR)
process in Bihar. The court said
the May 27 ruling pre-dated
the changes made to Form 6.
The changes and modified
declarations, which required
applicants to provide ancestry
details or linkage to previous
SIR rolls on the ECINet portal,
were introduced subsequently
inJuly. » PAGE 4

YouTlube H

omework

®
£

Result Mitra




HEcaqUl q2T

BNSS Section 163

Contempt Of Court & Accountability
Fundamental Rights vs Public Order

Suspension of Internet & Essential Services — Anuradha Bhasin — 2020
Article 19 (1)

Article 19 (3)

Article 20

Article 21

Article 22

ECI

CEC - EC’s

SIR

RPA 1950 -21(3)

RPA 1950 — 28 (RER-1960 - 6,7,8)

RPA 1951 -29(A)

Conduct of Election Rules 1961 — 4(A) — Form 26
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Retail inflation rises to two-year high
of 5.5% as food, fuel become costlier

T.C.A. Sharad Raghavan
NEW DELHI

Retail inflation rose to a
nearly two-year high of
5.5% in September, driven
up by a continued acceler-
ation in food and fuel infla-
tion, official data released
on Monday showed.

Inflation as measured by
the Consumer Price Index
(CPI) in September was the
highest since October
2024. The rate in Septem-
ber also marked a substan-
tial increase over the 4.8%
rate seen the preceding
month. The Reserve Bank
of India (RBI)’s upper com-
fort limit for retail inflation
is 6%.

According to econo-
mists, this acceleration of
inflation shows the RBI's
Monetary Policy Commit-
tee was correct in hiking
rates in its most recent pol-
icy review last week.

“With the CPI inflation
jumping to a slightly higher
than forecast 5.5% in Sep-
tember 2026 and appear-
ing set to cross 6% in the
ongoing month, the MPC’s
recent rate hike appears

Prices climb

Retail inflation rose to a nearly two year high of 5.54% in
September 2026, driven by higher food and fuel prices, after
rising steadily since October 2025

5.22%
6
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Sept. 2026 e

Inflation as measured
by the Consumer
Price Index (CPI) in
Sept. was the highest
since October 2024

prescient,” Aditi Nayar,
chief economist at ICRA,
said. “While the monsoon
has turned out to be fairly
dismal, with inadequate
replenishment of reser-
voirs clouding the outlook
for rabi sowing, another
rate hike in December
seems quite certain,” she
added.

Inflation in the food and
beverages category

jumped to 7.4% in Septem-
ber 2026 from 5.7% in the
previous month. The new
series of the CPI does not
provide category-wise his-
torical data before January
2026. The data shows Sep-
tember’s food inflation rate
is the highest during the
period for which there is
data.

Inflation in the tran-
sport segment came in at
5% in September 2026,
having risen for the last five
consecutive months. Ta-
ken together, the food and
transport prices pushed in-
flation in the “restaurant
and accommodation ser-
vices” segment to 9.4%,

capping off a seven-month
streak of consecutive
acceleration.

The third segment that
saw elevated inflation was
that of “personal care, so-
cial protection and miscel-
laneous goods & services”,
which saw inflation come
in at 13.75% in September
2026, although this was
the lowest it has been in
the period for which there
is data.

“Crude oil prices cur-
rently remain elevated,
and their trajectory will
keenly influence the likeli-
hood and extent of further
rate tightening in 2027
the ICRA chief economist
said.

“In the case of personal
care, where inflation was
13.8%, it is mainly due to
silver and gold where pric-
es are determined exter-
nally,” Madan Sabnavis,
chief economist at the
Bank of Baroda, said. “In-
dustries like durables,
FMCG, automobile have
announced an increase in
prices and this should get
reflected in the CPI over
the next few months.”
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New Keralam Bill to focus on dignity
of senior citizens, protection of rights

The Hindu Bureau
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

The Keralam Senior Citi-
zens (Care and Protection)
Bill, 2026, that will be ta-
bled in the Assembly on
Tuesday aims at promoting
healthy and active ageing,
registration and regulation
of senior citizen care
centres, and protection of
rights, dignity, and social
security of the elderly.

The Bill underscores the
principles of right to digni-
ty, ageing in place and
home-based care, safety
and social care ecosystem,
and senior citizens’ partici-
pation in policy making.
Thrust is given to rights
such as access care, safe
public spaces, digital inclu-
sion, legal aid, reporting of
abuse, and access to digni-
ty-preserving products.

]

A
Giving care: The Bill points out that the population of the elderly

has been increasing in Keralam. GETTY IMAGES

The Bill points out that
the population of the elder-
ly has been increasing in
Keralam. However, moder-
nisation and globalisation
had paved the way for nu-
clear families, adversely af-
fecting the living condi-
tions of the elderly. In
order to accommodate

their needs, various sys-
tems need to be put in
place and long-term for-
ward planning is required.
It calls for urgent policy
intervention to integrate
and standardise home-
based health-care services
and create a legal frame-
work for their operation.

It aims at ensuring that
older persons are not mar-
ginalised or left unprotect-
ed, advocating for their fi-
nancial security, health
care, shelter, and protec-
tion of rights.

Protection unit
According to the Bill, the
government will set up a
State Senior Citizen Protec-
tion Unit, besides a District
Senior Citizen Protection
Forum in each district.

Training to caregivers,
with phased certification
compliance, is another as-
pect. It proposes that the
government establish a
‘Keralam Geriatric Care
Certification Framework’
providing progressive cer-
tification pathways for ca-
regivers. A ‘State Register
of Caregivers’ is also moot-
ed in the Bill.

YouTube Homework

Constitutional Provision for

Senior Citizens
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Lakshadweep turns
100% literate under
govt.s ULLAS scheme

The Hindu Bureau
KOCHI

Lakshadweep was de-
clared a 100% literate Un-
ion Territory on Sunday.
The declaration was made
by Administrator Praful Pa-
tel, marking the achieve-
ment of full literacy status
under the ULLAS-Nav Bha-
rat Saaksharta Karyakram,
according to a
communication.
According to the De-
partment of Education, an
initial survey identified
1,113 adult non-literates
across the islands. Inten-
sive teaching and assess-
ment drives were subse-
quently undertaken to
equip the identified lear-
ners with foundational lite-
racy and numeracy skills.

The department
claimed that all eligible
learners had successfully
cleared the Foundational
Literacy and Numeracy As-
sessment Test (FLNAT),
enabling Lakshadweep to
attain full literacy status
under ULLAS, a Centrally
sponsored scheme.

Doorstep assessments
Teachers and supervisors
volunteered to conduct
doorstep and home-based
assessments for learners
who were unable or hesi-
tant to attend designated
examination centres. Fol-
low-up assessments and re-
testing were also organised
to ensure that eligible lear-
ners completed the evalua-
tion process, according to
the communication.
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Work out a plan for capping * DPCO 2013
prices of all drugs: SCtogovt.  * PTR

Government proposes a 30% trade-margin cap on patented and non-patented cancer medicines,
but the top court asks why the cap cannot be extended to all medicines and medical products L4 MRP

Aaratrika Bhaumik
NEW DELHI

ven as the Centre in-
E formed the Su-
preme Court on

Monday that it had decided
to cap trade margins at
30% for non-scheduled
cancer drugs, the court
questioned why the bene-
fit of such a price regula-
tion should be confined to
cancer drugs and not ex-
tended to other essential
medicines and medical
products.

The development
comes after a Bench of Jus-
tices Vikram Nath and San-
deep Mehta expressed
concern over stark dispari-
ties between the price to
retailer (PTR) and the max-
imum retail price (MRP) of
certain medicines, particu-
larly cancer drugs, with
mark-ups in some instanc-
es soaring to 1,000%. The
Bench had flagged that
such exorbitant mark-ups
constituted “broad day-
light dacoity”.

Solicitor-General Tush-
ar Mehta, appearing for
the Centre, informed the

.12}

Avallabahty of price-controlled medicine is government's

responsibility. GETTY IMAGES

Bench that the proposed
30% trade-margin cap
would cover both patented
and non-patented cancer
medicines.

The Bench, however,
said that while the inter-
vention was commenda-
ble, it was inadequate, and
questioned why other
medicines and medical
devices could not also be
brought within the 16% re-
tailer margin prescribed
under the Drugs (Prices
Control) Order (DPCO),

2013. “This is just the tip of
the iceberg... What about
other drugs,” the Bench
asked.

The top court was hear-
ing petitions filed by advo-
cate Kishan Chand Jain and
paediatric surgeon Sanjay
Kulshrestha seeking stric-
ter enforcement of price
controls under the DPCO
to curb disproportionate
margins across the phar-
maceutical supply chain.

Justice Mehta drew at-
tention to steep markups

on medical devices and
consumables, pointing out
that an India-made cardiac
stent  costing around
35,000 was being sold by
hospitals for more than
325,000.

“We understand that
there are transportation
costs, raw material costs,
R&D costs and other ancil-
lary costs, but all these are
included in the MRP. What
is the logic behind allowing
them to sell at 400 times
the actual cost? How can
you allow this? What is the
benefit for the patients?”
the Bench observed.

Additional Solicitor-
General Aishwarya Bhati,
also appearing for the
Centre, cautioned against a
uniform cap across medi-
cines. The Bench, howev-
er, was not persuaded, ob-
serving that ensuring the
availability of price-con-
trolled medicines was the
government’s responsibili-
ty. The Bench gave the
Centre until October 27 to
work out the modalities for
capping medicine prices,
when the matter will be
heard next.
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A polar bear is seen on ice floes in the British
Channel in the Franz Josef Land archipelago.
Photo taken in 2021, Arp

Climate body
faces deadlock
over timeline
of new reports

Reuters

he decision was expected to take
T minutes. But after nearly three

years of debate, members of the
world’s leading authority on climate
change still can’t agree on a timeline to
publish its next review of the latest
science on the warming planet.

Such assessments from the
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate
Change (IPCC) have informed every major
United Nations climate agreement for
three decades. But the impasse over
publication dates could leave countries to
decide the next phase of action without
consensus on critical issues - including
the extent to which some global warming
might be reversible - according to
interviews with more than a dozen
current and former IPCC scientists,
government negotiators and meeting
observers.

On October 12, representatives from
the IPCC’s 195 member states are
expected to have convened in Addis
Ababa, Ethiopia’s capital, for a plenary
meeting many see as the last chance to
agree publication dates falling before UN
climate talks in November 2028. That’s
when governments are due to assess
progress toward goals set out in the
landmark agreement reached in Paris in
2015.

a2y

IPCC nations remain divided over
the timeline for key climate

reports, raising fears they may
miss the 2028 UN climate summit
and weaken science-based

climate decisions

The possibility the IPCC’s reports
might not be ready in time for the 2028
talks has alarmed a coalition of countries
pushing for more robust action. Those
discussions are intended to guide
decisions on climate financing and
national targets to bring down
greenhouse gas emissions.

Countries including India, Kenya,
Saudi Arabia, Russia, and China are
pressing for more time to prepare the
IPCC’s next reports to ensure scientists
from less-resourced countries can make
meaningful contributions. Some scientists
struggle to publish new research in time
to be included or to take time off from
their regular jobs for unpaid IPCC work,
they say.

The deadlock - unprecedented in the
IPCC’s history - comes as the organisation
faces increasing pressure from
governments critical of climate policies
they say hurt industrial competitiveness
or restrict the ability of emerging
economies to use cheaper, more polluting
fuels to meet development needs. The
United States, the IPCC’s biggest funder,
quit the organisation in January.

The IPCC will publish three key
reports: one on the extent and causes of
climate change, another on vulnerabilities
and how countries can adapt, and a third
on options to avoid warming getting
worse. Scientists chairing groups
preparing the reports have proposed a
work plan that would see all three
approved by September 2028.

Robert Vautard, a French co-chair, said
the proposal was based on the anticipated
workload rather than the timing of the
2028 UN summit. Report timelines are
typically approved in “a matter of
minutes,” he added.

Opponents of the chairs’ proposal want
the second and third reports pushed into
2029.

Thiagarajan Jayaraman, a scientist who
represents India at the IPCC, said it was
“short-sighted” to suggest the value of the
body’s work rests solely on contributing
to the 2028 UN talks.

Developing countries have long argued
their perspectives are not sufficiently
reflected in IPCC reports because they do
not have enough experts involved and
because their researchers have fewer
resources to publish peer-reviewed
studies. The result, Thiagarajan said, is
that issues of “equity and inclusivity” are
in some instances “simply ducked.”

YouTube Homework
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Contextualising WWF's report on wildlife population decline

The Living Planet Index report shows that exactly 50% of populations were in decline, 43% were increasing, and the remaining 7% were stable

| DATA POINT |

Hannah Ritchie

here has been a 73% de-
Tcline in wildlife popula-

tions since 1970, according
to the 2026 Living Planet Index re-
port. As with previous editions, it
makes for a concerning read, des-
pite this year’s title being about the
“Science of Hope”.

While these trends are worry-
ing, the numbers presented in the
Living Planet Index (LPI) report,
released by the Worldwide Wil-
dlife Fund (WWF), are often mis-
understood or misreported. The
headline figure from the 2026 up-
date of the LPI shows that studied
wildlife populations declined by
an average of 73% from 1970
through 2022, as shown in Chart
1. The data covers mammals,
birds, reptiles, amphibians, and
fish; it doesn’t yet include inverte-
brates or plants.

To clarify what this doesn't
mean — it doesn’t tell us anything
about the number of species lost;
the number of populations or indi-
viduals that have been lost; the
number or percentage of species
or populations that are declining;
or the number of extinctions.

The authors of the LPI go to
great lengths to explain this. Yet,
there is inevitably a long list of hea-
dlines claiming that we've “lost
73% of wildlife”, “73% of species
have gone extinct”, or “73% of spe-
cies are declining”. All of these are
incorrect. But then, what does this
metric actually tell us?

Across the 35,803 wildlife popu-
lations studied, the average de-
cline was 73%. This doesn’t mean
that 73% of populations are in de-
cline; in fact, around half of the
studied populations were in de-
cline, while half were either in-
creasing or stable.

To calculate the LPI, research-
ers collect data on the change in
wildlife numbers across tens of
thousands of populations. While
the data is measured relative to

1970, very few populations have
data stretching back this far. Many
populations only have data for
much shorter and sparser time-
lines. For every population, the
change in numbers over time is
calculated, giving a rate of change.
It can be positive, negative, or ze-
ro. To obtain the final LPI number,
researchers take the geometric
mean of the rates of change across
all these populations. They also
provide different weights to diffe-
rent populations, which affects the
final result.

The 2022 Living Planet Index re-
ported an average decline of 69%
since 1970. In 2024, it reported a
73% decline. And this latest report
finds the same figure. From this,
you might assume that wildlife
populations dropped by four per-
centage points between the 2022
and 2024 editions, and nothing
has changed since then.

But that’s not the case. Almost
none of this change has happened
in the last few years, and the new
LPIs should not be seen as simple
extensions of the previous ones.

Instead, the entire trend line for
the LPI has shifted as the project
has gained access to data from
more populations and species,
and the types of populations in-
cluded have changed. Since the
last report, the number of popula-
tions in the LPI increased by
around 1,000 (a 3% increase), and
the number of species by about
300 (a 5% increase). An important
change from the 2022 to the 2024
report was that both native and
non-native species were included
in the former, but since then, only
native species have been included.

In this particular release, the
number of populations and spe-
cies from Africa increased substan-
tially. The number of populations
increased by 14%, and the number
of species by 38%. Data coverage of
this region, which had been under-
represented in previous reports,
has increased.

Chart 2 compares the LPI for
2022, 2024, and 2026 across diffe-
rent regions. Here, one can see

that whole lines have shifted, rath-
er than things changing dramati-
cally in just the last four years. Al-
most as many populations are
increasing as decreasing.

Across the entire dataset, exact-
ly 50% of populations were in de-
cline, 43% were increasing, and
the remaining 7% were stable.

Chart 3 shows the share of pop-
ulations in the LPI that have trend-
ed in a given direction for different
taxonomic groups. Around half of
wildlife populations have declined
in numbers. The rest were either
increasing or stable. So, not all
populations are struggling. This is
not to dismiss the steep decline
many populations are seeing. In-
stead, it’s useful to know this so we
can direct resources more effi-
ciently to the areas and popula-
tions that need them most. It’s
more effective to target restorative
and protective efforts to popula-
tions in serious trouble than to as-
sume that all populations are
struggling.

The index also varies from re-
gion to region. Latin America and
the Caribbean have seen the most
severe decline of any region. It ex-
perienced an average decline of
95% across its studied popula-
tions. In recent decades, it has ex-
perienced intense deforestation
and expansion of agricultural
land: the primary driver of habitat
loss. It is also a biodiversity hot-
spot, being home to many endem-
ic (unique) tropical species. These
species are often highly special-
ised, and dom't adapt well to
changes in local conditions.

Africa is still rich in biodiversity.
It’s the only continent with a signif-
icant number of large mammals
left. Unfortunately, it has dramati-
cally declined in recent decades,
with an average decline of 80%
since 1970, Asia has also seen a de-
cline of 49%. Europe has seen the
smallest decline of all the conti-
nents, with an average of 23%
since 1970.

Hannah Ritchie is Deputy Editor
and Science Outreach Lead at Our
World in Data

Is wildlife
vanishing?

Data were sourced from the
2026 Living Planet Index (LPI)
report by the Worldwide Wildlife 2
Fund (WWF). This analysis was 2
published by OurWorldinData,

a non-profit website from the
University of Oxford and the

Global Change Data Lab
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CHART 3 : The share of globally studied populations in each taxonomic group
with increasing, stable or declining numbers
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Riyadh vows response
after deadly airport hits

Saudi Arabia says the Houthi attacks have tested its resolve and that its retaliation would be

decisive; Trump says he is considering joining the strikes; Houthis continue their missile attacks

Agence France-Presse
RIYADH

audi Arabia’s Energy
s Minister on Monday

said the country had
been tested but would
mount a “serious” res-
ponse after a string of at-
tacks on Riyadh’s interna-
tional airport by Yemen’s
Houthis that left 18 people
dead.

“Energy security can’t
be taken for granted,”
Prince Abdulaziz bin Sal-
man told an energy confe-
rence in Riyadh, as oil pric-
es topped $105 a barrel.
“The events of recent
weeks are serious, our res-
ponse must be equally se-
rious.” He added, “For Sau-
di Arabia, these
circumstances have tested
our infrastructure, our in-
stitutions, our people, and
our resilience.”

On Saturday, Houthi
strikes killed 13 people and
wounded hundreds at King
Khalid International Air-
port — the deadliest attack
on Saudi soil in more than
adecade. Four people died
in earlier attacks on Wed-
nesday and Thursday, and

An image from CCTV video shows passengers taking cover during
Saturday’s strikes at the Riyadh airport. SAUDI MEDIA MINISTRY VIA AP

another was killed on Sun-
day. Operations remained
suspended at the sprawling
airport on Riyadh’s out-
skirts on Monday.

The atmosphere in Ri-
yadh remained tense on
Monday, as state broadcas-
ter Al Ekhbariya said the
military coalition was res-
ponding to drone and mis-
sile threats, and Australia’s
embassy warned its citi-
zens in the city to shelter in
a safe place.

The Houthis on Sunday
claimed multiple attacks
over the previous 24
hours, including on the air-
port, and threatened to

keep targeting Saudi tran-
sit hubs, calling them “a
theatre of operations for
our forces”.

Hours later, the coali-
tion said yet another pro-
jectile had struck Riyadh
airport, sparking a fire,
while air defences inter-
cepted a missile nearby.

Riyadh’s airport was not
the only one to suffer a
deadly attack: early on
Monday, officials said one
person had been killed and
11 wounded in a strike on
Dammam airport. The Sau-
di-led coalition said on
Monday that it had also
“intercepted and des-

troyed” a Houthi heading
for the southern city of
Khamis Mushait, hometoa
major military base.

Despite vast spending
on military hardware, the
Houthi attacks on oil, mili-
tary and transport facilities
across the large, mostly
desert country are stretch-
ing Saudi defences. The an-
ti-Houthi coalition called
Saturday’s attack a “full-
fledged war crime”. The at-
tack drew condemnation
from the UN and leaders
including U.S. President
Donald Trump, who said
he was considering joining
Saudi strikes against the
Houthis.

A Houthi official on
Monday warned the U.S. it
would receive a “painful
response” if it entered the
war in Yemen.

“If the U.S. becomes in-
volved in the aggression
against Yemen, we will not
deliberate over the deci-
sion to respond, rather,
there will be a swift and
painful response targeting
the US and all its interests
in the region,” Houthi pol-
itical bureau member Mo-
hammed Al Bukhaiti said.
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Crisis deepens as Islamabad ousts PTI
government in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa

The military-backed government in Pakistan has imposed emergency rule in the Opposition PTI-ruled Province, citing rise in terrorist attacks; the

move comes amid a prolonged stand-off with the party of jailed ex-Prime Minister Imran Khan and a worsening security situation in the Province

NEWS ANALYSIS

Kallol Bhattacherjee

he Government of
T Pakistan on Sun-
day imposed emer-

gency rule in Khyber Pak-
htunkhwa, the restive
northwestern ~ Province
where the PTI — Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf, the party
founded by imprisoned
former Prime Minister Im-
ran Khan — has been in
power. In a social media
post, President Asif Ali Zar-
dari said he had approved
the summary recommen-
dations of the Cabinet that
had earlier met under the
leadership of Prime Minis-
ter Shehbaz Sharif.

Mr. Zardari cited grow-
ing incidents of terrorism
in the Province and dismis-
sed the provincial govern-
ment saying “terrorist at-
tacks have increased to an
unprecedented level of vio-
lent intensity...”.

With the announcement
of the proclamation of
emergency under Articles
232 and 234 of the Consti-
tution of Pakistan, political
power has passed on to the
Province’s Governor, draw-
ing widespread protest and
outrage on the streets.

The PTI, the ruling par-
ty in the Province, has
been agitating for the re-
lease of its leader Mr. Khan
for over three years. In re-

cent months, they had an-
nounced plans for a long
march to Islamabad. The
march that had been sche-
duled for September 27
was later postponed to Oc-
tober 4, as the government
and the PTI continued to
negotiate.

As talks foundered, the
military-backed federal go-
vernment attracted atten-
tion as a security blanket
consisting of shipping con-
tainers and blast-proof bar-
ricades came up in vital lo-
cations of the capital
conveying the message
that the government would
not allow the protest to
reach Islamabad. The war
of nerves between the PTI
in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
and the Centre in Islama-
bad has been brewing
since August 2023 when
Mr. Khan was arrested.

While Chief Minister So-
hail Afridi came to power
in October 2025, the pro-
vince has been dealing
with multiple centres of
power as Faisal Karim Kun-
di, the Governor, was cho-
sen as the representative of
the federal government.

But popular support re-
mains firmly with the im-
prisoned former Prime
Minister.

‘Opposition’s response

Mahmood Khan Achakzai,
Leader of the Opposition
in the National Assembly
(NA) of Pakistan, has an-

RELEASE

. IMRAN KHAN.

8

V.

Rallying for release: Supporters of PTl take part in a march in
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, calling for the release of Imran Khan. AFp

nounced they will launcha
peaceful protest against
the decision of invoking
emergency provisions of
the Constitution while dis-
missing a democratically
elected government in
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa.

Separately, the PTI is
holding protests in diffe-
rent parts of the country
and hundreds of leaders,
including Mr. Khan’s three
sisters, have courted ar-
rest. In addition, according
to reports, some of the tri-
bal chiefs have called for
armed resistance against
the military-backed
government.

Since coming to power
in October 2025, Mr. Afridi
has made the release of Mr.
Khan as the main agenda
of his government and
shortly before the imposi-
tion of emergency, he had
reiterated that the only
way to diffuse the situation
was to release Mr. Khan

from Adiala Jail. The Feder-
al government accused the
provincial government of
failing to control terrorism
whereas the PTI is accus-
ing Islamabad of highhand-
ed repression.

The security situation in
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa has
been volatile for decades
but in recent months, the
main factor behind the
worsening security situa-
tion has been the disjunc-
ture between Islamabad
and the provincial ruling
party.

In brief, the Province
has been facing a two
pronged crisis — one a pol-
itical battle with the Centre
and second a worsening
security situation involving
terror groups with cross
border links.

Khyber Pakhtunkhwa’s
Chief Minister Sohail Afridi
and other leaders have
been blaming Islamabad
for following “wrong poli-

cies” that have helped in
the flourishing of terrorism
in the province.

The PTI had gone to the
Supreme Court seeking in-
tervention to help Mr.
Khan. The top court per-
mitted the former Prime
Minister to receive better
treatment at the Shifa In-
ternational Hospital of Isla-
mabad and allowed his fa-
mily members to meet
him. However, the govern-
ment did not follow the in-
structions. Instead, he was
taken to the state-run PIMS
(Pakistan Institute of Medi-
cal Sciences) during the
night of August 20-21,
where he was declared
medically fit.

The Taliban trouble
The military-backed feder-
al government has been al-
leging the Taliban is send-
ing the Tehreek e Taliban
Pakistan (TTP) fighters for
attacks inside Pakistan us-
ing the Province as a stag-
ing ground for attacks in
different parts of Pakistan.
On the other hand, crit-
ics of the government have
been alleging that Pakistan
has been training the offi-
cials of the pre-Taliban Af-
ghan security establish-
ment for launching attacks
against the Taliban.
Khalilullah Safi, an exp-
ert on Islamic State-Khora-
san Province (ISKP), point-
ed out to The Hindu there
is considerable ground to

suspect the military esta-
blishment in Pakistan is ex-
tending support to the
ISKP. “What’s happening
in KP [Khyber Pakhtunkh-
wa] is linked to the overall
plans that Pakistan mili-
tary has for Afghanistan,
Iran and even Central
Asia,” said Mr. Safi.

The Taliban in Afghanis-
tan holds the dominant po-
sition, and as a result, the
ISKP has been pushed out.
The situation inside Khyb-
er Pakhtunkhwa is ampli-
fied by the frequent border
clashes between the Tali-
ban and the Pakistani mili-
tary. Atif Mashal, Afghanis-
tan’s former ambassador
to Pakistan, said the Pakis-
tani military is acting ac-
cording to its regional
agenda by getting the go-
vernment to impose emer-
gency in Khyber Pak-
htunkhwa.

“The declaration of
emergency, in my view,
has not occurred solely
due to the protests of the
PTI. It appears the protests
serve as a superficial pre-
text. But behind it lies
another regional agenda of
Pakistan’s military leader-
ship, one that deems the
militarisation of these
areas essential for its im-
plementation,” Mr. Mashal
said on X. In a warning to
the military establishment,
he further said, “the era of
managed instability seems
to be drawing to a close”.
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American economists win Nobel for
linking household trends to policies

T.C.A. Sharad Raghavan
NEW DELHI

American economists Rob-
ert E. Hall and Michael
Woodford were on Mon-
day announced recipients
of the 2026 economics No-
bel for providing an empir-
ical formula to help go-
vernment frame policies
that are aimed at stabilis-
ing the economy while in-
corporating household de-
mand behaviour and
supply  behaviour of
companies.

Professor Hall, 83, is
currently the Robert and
Carole McNeil Joint Hoover
Senior Fellow and Profes-
sor of Economics at Stan-
ford University while Mr.
Woodford, 71, is the John
Bates Clark Professor of
Political Economy at Co-
lumbia University.

The official citation of
the economics Nobel, for-
mally the Sveriges Riks-
bank Prize in Economic
Sciences in Memory of
Alfred Nobel, said the duo
was awarded for establish-
ing the “microeconomic
foundations of macroeco-

Beyond the big picture

American economists honoured for developing macroeconomic
models that derive insights from microeconomic trends

Brought
empirical
' s backing
- tothe

™ Jk | importance of

‘ households’
"\‘ expectations

Robert E. Hall of future path

Stanford of disposable
University, U.S. income

Setup a
composite
framework to
. understand
1 business
. cycles

and their
Michael Woodford impact on
Columbia government
University, U.S. policies

nomic stabilisation”.

“This year’s laureates in
the economic sciences
have developed new ma-
croeconomic models that
have significantly im-
proved our ability to imple-
ment effective stabilisation
policy,” the Royal Swedish
Academy of Sciences said.

About their work

In a paper published in
1978, Professor  Hall
brought empirical backing
to the idea that, while a
household’s current dis-
posable income does im-
pact its current spending,
its expectations about the
future path of disposable
income matters almost just

as much.

Professor Woodford, on
the other hand, focused on
supply, particularly on
firms and how they set
prices, and combined both
his work and Professor
Hall’s into a composite fra-
mework. This combination
helped with understand-
ing business cycles, what
causes them, how they
play out, and the impact of
these on government
policy.

“On the basis of these
models, well-timed fiscal
and monetary policy mea-
sures can reduce the eco-
nomy’s peaks and
troughs,” the statement by
the Royal Swedish Acade-

my said. The research
done by Professor Hall and
Professor Woodford also
provides an empirical ba-
sis, as Professor Woodford
himself explained on Mon-
day, for the idea that the ef-
fectiveness of economic
policy is also determined
by how well the govern-
ment communicates the
need for implementing
those policies.

A matter of perspective
“One of the themes in my
work is that government
authorities shouldn’t view
stabilisation of the econo-
my as an exercise that is
simply conducted by peo-
ple pulling levers to con-
trol the economy indepen-
dently of what people in
the economy understand
about this,” Professor
Woodford said on Monday
during the press confe-
rence announcing the No-
bel results.

He explained that his
work has stressed the need
for consumers to under-
stand the future course of
policy, which is “crucial”
to the effects of policy.
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Arlekar now full-time T.N.
Governor; Sudha Yadav to
take charge in Karnataka

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

President Droupadi Mur-
mu on Monday effected
changes in Governors
across six States.

Rajendra Vishwanath
Arlekar will now serve as
the full-time Governor of
Tamil Nadu. Mr. Arlekar,
who was sworn in as Kera-
lam Governor on January 2
last year, had been holding
the additional charge of Ta-
mil Nadu since March 12.

Sikkim Governor Om
Prakash Mathur will be the
new Governor of Keralam
in place of Mr. Arlekar, a
communique issued by the
Rashtrapati Bhavan said.

Sudha Yadav has been
appointed Governor of
Karnataka, while Braj Mo-
han Ram will take charge
in Odisha, Dhal Singh Bi-
sen in Uttarakhand, and
former BJP general secre-
tary Dushyant Gautam in
Sikkim.

Ms. Yadav, who replaces
Thaawar Chand Gehlot,
served as an MP from Ma-

Rajendra Vishwanath Arlekar and Sudha Yadav

hendragarh in Haryana
between 1999 and 2004.
She was also a member of
the BJP’s Parliamentary
Board, the party’s highest
decision-making body
from August 2022 till the
new team of national presi-
dent Nitin Nabin took
charge.

Former MP

Mr. Braj Mohan was a Lok
Sabha member between
1996 and 2004 from Pala-
mau in Jharkhand. Mr. Bi-
sen, who takes over the

post in Uttarakhand, is a
former MP from Madhya
Pradesh and has served as
a Minister in the State go-
vernment.

He replaces Lt. General
Gurmeet Singh (retd),
whose five-year tenure,
one of the longest in the
State, came to an end in
September.

Mr. Gautam, who has
been appointed Sikkim Go-
vernor, is a former Rajya
Sabha member and has al-
so served as BJP general se-
cretary.
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