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at 1s preventive detention?

Wl dhones the L prermmnit and whaowe st e State drame e B Wit sfegaemnds does the Cormtituthon peos e it arbirey detenthon” Hos hoas
prevermnve detention evebved in India? Wit & the diferomce betwern preventive detention and peolebitony ondens?
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The oy s fare
B Dl Policr detarwd aumw
han SO00 pestesers o [hey
rwd to reach bevar Mantar bor
e paotest Semraniay the
resagnason of Ot Hectsm
Comumbssonet Caaned Kamad a2
Pk of Dhe SIE. 18 The beid a0 e
poosesrs 0 Dbl there won 2 astoowide
crachahmen on protesters s the pudnre
foroe. Among those detamed and brusally
manhanbed s the Deld pudice were
besbers of varwan pobic sl lactions,
foavees | Ded Madaery, e | sader of the
Oppromtion, wpers, e, stadents,
acavears, arcd sepaniedhy pevgie wie) weew
ok even part of dae protesd. Police
detamwd peophe at represTEatae
resadenaes ever) before e pootes
TR, 3d o Toute % T prUees W
Hosvrsey, the Sagwerne Conrt on O bbey
B drocted thwe Contre aad the Dells Police
10 eTeeste e Tunvaert of people
sudgect bo bew nd order
This peomgms 28 Lnderd anding of
i peevestve Geteribon s, lese 4 Can
bw imposed, and how k cane o

rathe

W hat s preventive detention’
Treverdive detestatr tsean dedebon of
2 persas withous 2 triad or comwvierhon by &
oonrt. The primary obgective of
Powventie Seoeteion s ree o pardsh an
Indradual Sr 3 past offenoe bt 1o
poevent him bom aerrettigg o offence
e the futine

Power of prevestse Sewrtim cm be
enercised by the astharites on the
Erouesds of prlrl omdes security of The
Staw, 3nd byw and onder.

The Natonal Socuriny Act, Po0 (NSA)
albows for preverere dovestan f the
Pt F s sabafed 1hat 4 person s
scvelaes ae proppabou o the defenor of
lraa thw selabons of Indo with lorvgn
e, on the security of the Stae

Wt bs o prokibiiory order umder The
| SR
s thon 1ol thee RS Lavgedy sevaions thee
it of B prodecescn. Secson M4 of dw
Code of Cromind Procedare, 970 0
crnposers 4 Disdrict Magstrate, o
Sub Dol Viagistrade. or any other
Eurvatae Magndyate yevuly
emposwerend by the Stame Consrnment. o
st onders whien Ihete b afforend
pround b proceeding and rmrsediase
poeventnn of speedy rerredy e destrable
The primusy obgorsee & 0 prevent
ChNITRCHIOn, ARECRENCE, OF WHETY 1D Ay
persor brefidh crnpdoyed of danget o
hsron e, health, or wlety, of 2
deaturtursce of the podslc trarspaliny, o0 2
oL, oF an ity

The pronviehsn b [ewsaine ) Lnee
destgned to svert potcredad harmn ratheer
than o perdah porsr ote The Maglarase
roand bee samsbed that (there b an urgerec s
That Pecwsslanes 30 Imenedlae order,
et st poher inmhoe B e dleoind
Pt

Thee purssy & extranrchoary sl o
imteraded bor wtpasors whete the merul
Conrse of e enbarieriest mght be on
show 0 peevend ercodhde harre. The
onder paant Clearky wate the muswriad Lact
g whseh & 5 hased, creening
trarsparvTcy arsd prisuding poerh ke
proierd b hdbergr

Furthermore, orders ander Socton K3
RASS are aubyedt to padcial review by e
Mgh Courns under thewr seviskonsd
parisdicrion. The Seprerse o, in cases
e Potada’ Aoy v Sude of Maharakéa
(1961) and Madhs Limow v Saub - Ivvodona
Magrstaade (1970, has cormstent
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FEPAIwA] PLE s PoReTs ITase D
excrciad pabonandy, proporiheudch.
and (e when faeoe & N ITeninew
e 2o pubdac ondier, and 1o s 2
NALEW TWasMEY

18w has proventive detemthon
eviduedr
Mreverprve detestan 1 badi s evobved
Prom 3 cokonkad el ased 1o sapgYes

P al daserst 180 & begal Peex hudiim
rwrded 0 protect ruthonsd security and
pubdc crder. During Brtsh nube, lres
sach an e Rowbat Act, 1905, anxd the
Do of bl A, 1908 dlhsved the
wafroriees b detaen bbb wifhout
i, oftes targeting beedhen Agleers and
podtcal opporerts.

Abwr Independence, 1adka sveatoand
preversive detendion. wdrochs g the
FMrevarstve Detarston Act, B0, winch
iresaret 1o baie sntd s e
Shsasruarny of Insernal Secarey A
VIS, BT Perther expundsd deswrehom

Ermergency 0905 2771 11 was repesded n
1%

The Nathond Senuriy A ONSA), 1980,
uwdwegaeredy etabinbed 2 costireng
bl fraswraort bn preventae deverthn
Ofser bews. inciunbeg the Comservason of
Forvgr Euctange o Prevenson of
Sengadag Acthibes At LCREPUSAA,
1934, 2k srhrend preveretve detentan
o s W o pumes

Nesratde avendynents 1o thw
Unbintel wcmvaies Poeventhn) A
FUAPA, BMT, expansded fhe stase’s powens
W addvess wrmowben ed (edaradyl
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Onen thmw, B0 Sapreese Cosrr's
T gt ata ) of persorad Bherty has s
evobved Mascka Gandh « Uoson of dndie
(1978 establshed that proscodures
restrcting persoend bberty roest bw e,
Lt ared srimonaie ot CideeTie

petental mesuser of e e cortenae 0
rabw guestaen dbout the babaxce
betwoen fabotul socirdy aind
tandarsorndd rydm

Whae &d the Supremwe Court arder on
Oxctober 100

With respect to e Delld protests, fhe
Seprerse Court corvvened wine it called
an Cextrardionny, exoeptnend” sy

0oy 11, 20005 hearrg 1o e the
Lrson poserasscrst and the Delld Iodae
aop Begal detrathon and Jbw frew andd
sonnth parvernest of peogde wnd (rafs
vl 3 the operations of Metro and rad
servioes, Dt “sebiect 10 b and pubic
ander”

The speemse Conrt dueoned thus Delte
Metrs and raheas wrvioes oper g
marraaily, ot That FmeTTIet services
ety rvadalie b accordaie aih e
e 1t wdd the moversent of prople nd
vebckes soroms Doy rand st e
anrworoarty sbstnxcted and due
Pt ades (oned bee e b D] o
e and) order arnd trafy. regarererds
The cown bd there mast be no wilsetid
Sewrtsm aad that all deverroors Tt
fodioww dw proowcdare eatabibbed by Lew.
¥ abo rocied thal pesccfal soctddies
e alborwod i socondance with the e,
e ) weas wbese poudibdiey onben
uader Secson ¥O of thw Bharsys
o Sarabalo Sanhins ANSS) 3w 0
force Ay nosor bowrd sasourscing
Socton K searcthorm rwar the Sagoere
Coun® waest be remeoved, ¥ 9l i place, 0
STare access oo e Suprere Cosrt and
ey conarts. The Condt abse revoded the
soarance that Leeyen josrmudees and
crtwer pevdeusonals woskd st be
preveraed froes performmesg $aen daoes.

The coaar swand otkcr I conteTge
proveethes aboasg vaddem o i
Ocrber § coder and direcsnd the
anheeties w adend & complance repen
By Ocrber 1, exchading detalis of Vet
SRR TR AW AR rE NI Alvia e
Habwas corpan petihons allegng rmas
detertiome will 2k be heard with the
i Cses o) Cncbedbeer B Thee comrt snd
dw Sae T VW UTUTHLER P,
et ol bl e e b e
dvpnd Sevrrions, smplbastag it dury
wnder Arteche S of the Comtingion 1o
Frosect and evevror bancaesereead e

Whiat have the counrts sabd abosst
prevestive detenzam’
Larber. i Batnsa! Mooy v S of
Mabargabery (19611, thw Supeerw Courn
wpbeh] e comstiuthnnd valbday of
Socton M Ot bus sed i oould be ased
ol 8 erergere s B0 e el
devats o publc order. The court heid
s the porser was e “unilmiond o
unttarerciod” asd had 0 be cxeronad
within the lrnis st by baw

10 KA bvyen (ar o St of Mt Bepd

(TS Seqwerne Conan obmrerved that the
recparenRTe of cornesanicanon of
Prosrsds of Geteanon a0 s a chek
aputed arteteary and Caprichous carscine
of porsey. The detalnng asthority canmt
whsd amay o peran and (re ban betursd
bars 2 s o sweet will it rose o
s for downg 50 o These grosnds
reast bw cormmsantcated 50 e deteria, s
that, met ondy the Seterns sun bivme what
e the facts srnd mameriads betore the
detaming aalariey om the basds of which
e s Dt depriven] of B personad
Bhwrty, bt be can abso ivvoke the posver
of padnnd rovem homsevey e ot
peripberal # rmay Se. The deserss bos o
be afhedad  opportaniey of mubing &
represcrataon soaknt fae order of
lm.‘

I 2002, e Supreswe Court crtcised
the PoveTmaawTs for Fnposing Section M4
gl & shovpayg crowd o Raerdda
Madus i2 New Delle iy protess
agesd thee Congress o |1,
PrvorTErerTe. “Such 2 prowsson can be
used saly I @ rouesLEces ol
marsenance of puble peace. The ofboxy
of the providkas b 1o prevest wene
hurrrd el ourrere e preredae s
Thewoefode, Ta FTwTRracy TRt be
sabdes arnd e Canopaees selfhooih
Frave,” the oot wbd.

0 Mober b kel vegrbon o
Comtom of Al QXML the Supeerne Coart
ot ankde 3 Mok Coreen Tribaesd order
barrnrg all profets dong b fat Masis
Rosed The court wakd 3 comnplene ban s
cwrvive obwerving (hat The “ssh ghe
was et 10 han the dernarsertions
ahogether ™. 1 Soeownd the Mharines 1o
creste & wystem bo rogelsie profests and
A perTrdehons.

The Sagwerne Couart i the cmse of Shad
Advwn b SARy o Tebagens | 000
obmerved that prrsets o e esercbed
under the prevenme denertion b e
cwrptamd prreers shach have been
Ever 1o the Cossraesre &v £y oxerosw i
b eaoefihonal steaton o 1 srkes hand
on e boodhen sl Bberty of an
ndhadeal and dun cannet be resvciaed
12 3 Asine PR

Accordag 1o Anvens Sogam v Sew of
Trdurganna (A5, Saprerse Court
obwerved that to unchuds the sfuschbos of
fereatae Setrrdn § b imgudtant tha
the sl sesleewd 1 our
Comanebm, partoskaty iy e
"odden trimgde” formed by Artiches M. B
andd 3, arv Algrrtly evdorond

Uviche M emsares axpadiny before the
Low, Aracie 19 poovidies lmpartant
frendonn auh o Peedan of speech,
andd utkche 2 purareres the rght 10 ke
are) perwornl Wherty.

Artche 22 of the Conmmunion provides
Qe addad Aty preve el
detention Under Article I3 40 & pemon
proverally Canrud be detabnnd b more
than yew maendn sedesgt o Sbsay
Bowrd revien g thw case, adgect 1o the
ol ] e e and
encepthan. Under Artich 2205, the
autha s (rapd coamesars st T
poansh of doteston o dw Setner o
s 2 ol andd ghve thers an
opportandty S0 sade & feprescriabon
agdnat the cnder. The grousads mum be
comvrnrre #edd s mureey e abess
the detanws 10 efecmwly cudienge O
dedenian

Frroventte dotenrbon osdens are abwo
w0 paboal review Cosrn can
enarine whwther the sahortes dhsved
the Lvw, comebdenesd refevore moseral and
contphod with comst f1dhmd sefepaanh
Therefore, fae posver e be eorromed
Cefully ard Corwnst e gmed artetrar iy
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e FI9Edt (Preventive Detention) E2l 2?2
*  TEA FIT FATATA SaT 7, 3T TS hl el AHT T HEAT

—— ————————————— =
TTEU? HAATHT o T <k (10 SiaeT= s awem 3uTg

AT AT 32 A ¥ fAames Tt o foemma e g 22
raer Tt 3 AweTenss T2 (Prohibitory Orders)

& ST AT A E? K =

HAT W (THE GIST)

Trames AeEEt sifermTia i TSt saaET 41 e & fou
HTTad Tail 1 Ushd o feru et safer =t feoaa 5 o 6
AT IaT 21 TTAif, 38 FewHeHRi & Racms fuarers smes
I qfetd FHHATS | AT GHHAT STHT =172

wfere 1 srreee 22 feuma § forg 7o safwai & forg geen sum
Y& AT &, STt T Ja AT-am (NSA) S A ferad
& TR T gfsranet =1 fuffa s 2

3TSTeAd A TThiTd ETadadT sht &1 & foru T it shriars it aefier
T Gehd! 2| 9 39 10 W IR 2dt & foh fary 3t fane asEd w
yfereier 1T ST iR S % sfiat & e =t

21T

3T dh hl ShaTT (The story so far)

feeett gfera 3 5,000 & tfersr yesivemfE =t siatsiat gg=- i Fifzer +
31 ferrda | form & g A1 3T FH FAR % 36T R SIR
STt 3T JIT T TR foRTe Weei o T ) feeedt | fate yeviHt @ vee,
qfeTd ST FESeRTIET T SRTeTdT H1iars =i 7% off| fevwa # fere o &
o fafy=1 sififaes aei 3 a1, 9d qerds, fouer & a4, i, wen,
BT, ALl UE S gnifeer o St ferre = fewar oft 2 o

YET ¥ T UgE © gl a1 gt A ST 3 37 HATErEi € I3

BIcAlTeh, Hai=a <ATTerd 4 11 3FZa i 5 AR ol gfer #1 "
I e o STE" A T ATATSITET =hl Tl G2 L ol few
fem

T H &1d 1G9 93T AT 2 Foh framer et 7 2, 39 % o forn
ST Eehd 2, 31 FE =Iei | Y 37




rame TeEE (Preventive Detention) /T 27 BNSS & dgd fAuurenss e (Prohibitory Order) =T 27
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e 370 qaad] 9T 144 (CrPC) 3l HIEHT 31 SR T@d] 2

7 foren uferge, 3u-favmfrr aforee a1 U= o g

ot 3127 FEEHRT ARSELE T TSI TR FH F

St & ST h1iars = foru vty smum &

329q: forelt =3t % e T o s, aeer, 41 &fa =

TAT, AT W e, T a1 gean & fo @, an arEsife

*“1ify § a1 AT

*  Wehtd: I8 39T HarE SHid F1 ¢, 5 s7dta & FHieai =i dfed

) o r aie f  for Rere F

o qTiAeR WHTAT: BNSS Fl 91T 163 & d8d 31169 3=d

AT T 30 gqﬁw JATEERTIET (revisional
jurisdiction) & T =TI THIETT & 377 2

o Trames TEt &1 319 2 Tt =afew =1 foam foreft yanew

(trial) IT SETA & @ T H TEHT| THH]

e, TS 6T Fea WWW%WW%&T
ST B “1%&{
rrg‘hmmarfilﬁmr(NSA 1980

it 2 8 At v dqE T e e A 29 (D
nﬁ%ﬁﬁmﬁt&n ﬁ%sﬁmﬁﬁq‘r%wm AT
o1 GLET % gfded |



I o e &, et 3eva T TE SHL s ST

1 &7 AT ) Tarfewr s & S, Tere uae (1916 '

HTH $TAT T (1939) S HAT  FATTRIAT bl {o[1 THH o

feral i fetrad § o =i stafa 4, fSrme sedurer s s
EaEdr YAt IR Tsiifaes fatem 3 faers farar smar o 4k X
m%mzm%ﬁaﬁma&ﬁw,@g ’
foram, 51 1969 FF AT N o
MISA (1971): Hid( GL&q1 Tar@ne Afaam (MI(SA) q
wiferat a1 foreame fora 3t stmaraskret (1975-1977) & a0H
TsiHiaer fanfert o faars saa s3I w9 9 g fohar
1978 | e = feam mam)

NSA (1980) 3R UAPA (1967): =& H 17 geaq sAfefam
(1980) 3R TR iafaferar (Tsram) stfafam (UAPA) |
GG o HTETH | TST ol ATdeharal AN T rafafemt @
fgea & foru s wiferat & sl

e Tt @ ot & gane ( R ITETETAT ¥ T HET 82
| | e asEed -»‘- eI U e TAT FATH HERTEE T (1961): 19 FIE 7 €1 144 CrPC
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ATt~ ST o foTU ST @al ol T o ATITaeRTe = ATHAT | Tt
T Eehell 2l

ST 318 ST 9T STe T (1975): g6 1 4 <@ 5
TSEdT & HATIT o S § FdT G0 3 37HI0T 316 o 9390 &
flgerTs s st & &9 ° F1 Far 2|

THATAT HET ATHEAT (2012): YU 1S A HIT B T HHIET T GRT
144 ST o ToTu TR T ST ht 3T et T aet STanT Faa
qIA ST FTifd sHTe T o foru isfix aftfeafemt o & forar s gerar 21
I AT TATH AT T (2022): G149 1 Az f e
FSIEET FHIAT o dad ST il S aTeft fehat SFETaror et § 3
Zee AT Tk § SEAHTA A2l AT ST Fahal

AHTAT ATH FTATH AT T (2023): 12 o Fal 1o Hane Teiadl
sl dfgat =1 @ieH o forg w@faum (e &9 @ =29 14, 19 3 21)
g fafed gear st 1 #2rE @ <] foman s =nfen)




wfarum & franes Teradt & Raers @ gran sur 2

*  Gfu™ % ATeeT 22 WA e Teredt % Raes g su
YT T 2

. W 22(4): ot =afh 1 IcTEwR 91 (Advisory Board) &l
gHeT & T[T 9 98 § 3fees 999 & fev 9si6ie T21 fomam s
HehdTl

* BT 22(5): HAfuHTET A FEe fory Tu saftE i Soe | See
ASEET o HATIR T 2T 3 3Y AT % GelTh Ireraed
(representation) o T I 2T BT

. W aHTAT (Judicial Review): e AorEdt & e
=TfereR THtert & 37ef9 8| STeTeTd T8 ST o Gehd! & foh T
AfermTieat = s =1 qrer T, rafies amaft ot faem fomar 3
e IEER ISR ERISERERI




uTiferes gdterT ok u™ (Prelims Questions)

WA | TG Gt ATATa® (NSA), 1980 3 TR-s11 Tiafarferat (Tramem)
ATATT (UAPA), 1967 & w2y o Faferfiaa set uv faem it
. NSA & dad fordi saaafarmferdt sftuenfes 1 & off e asrEe | forar

ST GhdT 2

2. OAPA TSt o010, ST foRAT TTT o7 37K 36 st wemifera
wifEmmmy — 40} - wa- it

3. ATHE A TST I TGT GLa ST <l & o T Sraramo
IfeRat JEH d 2l

Iudeh YT § | HA-ATE TE 2

W

UT_Q

. I (B) Fad 1 37 3 S
* ) 2 HN3 g@qﬁ&ﬂ% T4 (Mains Questions)

* (D)1,23MR3

" HIGTAATITR WHTeT o AT H TRt AT ek WA | Tt
ATUTIHT (FH NSA 3R UAPA) a9, Fares asEet &1 T
erTTar faresfra gt 81« Wea | (e Fsitsidt < Ufaerfies fashm i
=t AT 3R TaTeT foh waies e Sfhrd Saaar 311 =g i
TLE % i e 4 TTiya foram 22
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feret T o FHeT S et agare 1 Tdish g1 HLar 91 AT, g,‘sl - = R

. oy
T ST AT I % Uk sgd UNEST % WA ¥ T4 SR PR R LS
Tl 21 IT8e, acl 3cUTE, el o 1, 39 AR 37 UTHENT YRUfEh @l (\;‘ﬂs)\“
T o oTu 7 HWTaATY, 9T 3 12 2 - V
\

HATHAHET T T8 9T ATehed B SATehel 1T ATEHAHT IR
& gfearivr & |y it gfdeafa & & 21 fa=, drenfeh

s v e % e e e s e gt A KVIC) A Growth Story in Numbers @

(FY 2025-26, In crore)

IR e @ 2 wa‘q

mmmmsﬁasaﬁama'mmq@mﬁ @ @

off STl 2| et wETeHa T

i ST v 1 3 K -
@ret SR\ “dihet $ uﬁrmm%mmm !
1 G ﬁ{wmaw@ﬂﬁ%%qm%ﬁ Z1,87,105 Z1,25,296 2.04

" f 501% f 380% f 56% :
3R AT AL dgd TIUd Uk I since 2013-14 | since2013-14 since2013-14

s 21 77 siffEm KVIC =i Maﬁﬁ g < o o o i e —
ST 3, QI S, W3 1 S Gerdl YaH F 1 A s oS ke

”Hﬁlsﬁﬁw_ﬁw Freel] HTeA, fIqUM, SFEuT S o gur |

g%mmﬁa%‘la%maﬂtmﬁ@mﬁm

ST GiaraTd IucTet] T o QIA-HTY HIST foshre 71T STEa i

oft goelg 2ar 2




* FY 2025-26 W, WTEr AR ATHRINT IeqTal hit fershr
ufdeETiees 1.87 #IT@ &S TUd deh g 113, Sl 379 d
1 JodH &L 8 (A3 2026 )| 201314 F gt | forshl
4 501% 1 gfg g2, STafw Icare 380% g 1,25,296
FIS T BT TN 39 & | USTIR 56% qeh 2.04 FUS &l
T R o e arer aiftfie § off sl g8 21 T8
2013-14 ¥ 4 9% 9fd T3t & @t Faq™ | 15 399 ufd
=1 B T 2, S ST 275% i 3fg 2

* U =Bl ATg H 840 TS Hd R IS H T YIS o e

It 2|

arrET fereRrE AT S 7, Zeflhe T IUHT YEH

/a»'rﬁﬂﬁa%ma?ﬁﬁ%l 2025-26 = 31 UHT 37,769 73, Zeifhe 3R

39aRYT faafta fore mu) 8 IisAT & d@d KVIC 319 a9 3.23 @@ § A
nyfiH, Zafere 3R IuaroT faafd =2 9% 2 (7 2026 )

& SATET I 37 39§ off wetedt frerdt @ ST 3| Same o @ gge Fd @
fores @rdt G 3 HER FH Fd 2

@t faehTe FreT @it SRl F IRl § R H, Jod G99 w
T STt AR HITT % HTEY S H Hag HLdl | 6l HITea arair
farerTa |ETIar (MMDA) Hod Ha 31 Seii-37@ g fufor & fag
Hfereh ST Y& T 21 2024-25 3 EH 1,097 @It GEATHT 31 245
Fg T foraftd foru o, fSd 1,45,484 HHFTI a1 A9 8371

& ROT I ITTeHdT HETIdT 1 Ush 371 &L Siied! 21 sars afeast araat
THTOTYS (ISEC) ISHT & dad I @iel 889 4% 9fd a9 Fir famd
TS 2 YT 3801 9TH L TFd 2l

FRITRT % o0 wEeae &1 Aetd ft 9 T@dr 8) q9e T sedl
IeqTe ¥ I Hfoh It 1 ATaraRor Y FAdt 31 a9 2025-26 F
I, fadar 2025 9, 39 F1SH1 % d&d 1,309 FRITR A1 8




THOT J2ET H AT START a6

farfyre= e # griafis snterer SR wrta GareHl st deien, RTETT SR STSTR S9sh % Wed T § 90 SgaEri 1T 3cel
H ST ST G812l SATHH 3 forahmer & Jamd Scaraard, TurerdT TR Sfaeqeicsrdr sl weied 1 @ &I

#t g . i 7 KVIC % i@ PMEGP <1 % d@d (el §ediT ¥ 9gg 31 THehIs ol IeH 11U fha| dsire feud
ST AFHTT 3T TRTHT 200 ATHRT T USTTR AT & ST 19 ITET T ST SIS § Fafd Fir 21 71eg 377 Fhret
I @ IcdTel J wiHe 8, S i = e st e S asa SAufisht i S el

2010 H GETIdT 9TH i & d1e, 39 3U9  SIarda Teuif=ar & umt ete efft-efit st fFata suftufa & fawar fmm Kvic

imﬁ,ﬂmmmﬁﬁwaﬁtmﬁﬁ@'ﬁwﬁmﬁﬁwmﬁm&mﬁ%ﬁmﬂ@ﬁ
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T.C.A. Sharad Raghavan

NEW DELHI

The National Payments
Corporation of India
(NPCI) has postponed the
implementation of Mer-
chant Discount Rate (MDR)
on UPI ransactions, origl-
nally scheduled for Thurs-
day, to a date “immediately
after Deepavali®, without
specifying an exact date.

The MDR was to be le
vied at 0.4% on UPI tran-
sactions exceeding 12,000
at medium and large mer-
chamt establishments.
Transactions related to the
capital market and those
done in strategic sectors
will face differemt MDR
rates

According to govern-
ment sources, the decision
1o delay the implementa-
ton of MDR on UPl was
made in the Prime Minis-

ter's  Office  following
strong appeals from
traders

“The UPl and Services
Steering Committee today
decided that, keeping in
mind the festive season,
Merchant Discount Rate
(MDR) on select Person-to-
Merchant (P2M) UPI tran-
sactions shall be imple-

N\

Black ribbon seen across payment codes at a shop in Bhopal last
week as traders protested the proposed fee for UP| transactions. AN

mented immediately post
Deepavali at a date 10 be
notified separately,” the
NPCl said in a statement on
Tuesday.

It is 1o be noted that the
Supreme Court has direct
ed the NPCI, the Union go-
vernment, and the Reserve
Bank of India (RBI) 10 file
ahidavits by late October
explaining the rationale for
imposing MDR on speci
fied UP1 transactions.

‘Welcome decision’

The Confederation of All
India Traders (CAIT) de-
scribed the decision 10 de-
lay the MDR rollout as
“timely and pragmatic”,
particularly during the fes
tive and wedding season,

when millions of traders
and MSMEs depend on
higher business volumes.

Praveen Khandelwal,
founder and secretary-gen-
eral of CAIT and a Bharati-
ya Janata Party (BIP) MP,
welcomed the decision,
saying that it would protect
traders’ Interests and sus-
tain digital payment mo-
mentum during the festive
SCASON,

CAIT said the decision
followed a meeting on Sep-
tember 30, when a delega-
tion of 20 trade leaders led
by Mr. Khandelwal met Fi-
nance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman and “highlight-
ed the implications of the
proposed 0.40% MDR on
UP1 transactions exceeding

22,0007, Flrs  statement
said, “Adflitional transac-
tion costy [during the fes-
tive se; | could have
placed ap avoidable bur-

den on
ing on
discours
cepranc

erchants operat:
in margins and
d the wider ac

of digital

y, The Hindu
that, earlier this
quefied petro-

tors had
Petroleum
Ministry

king a com-
mn from MDR

that they have
my to regulate Wlinder
prices and receivel fixed
commissions on salesky
that MDR levies would
bode well for their earn
ings.

They also added that
this could create condi-
tions for a return to cash or
a payment economy where
consumers pay in a stag-
gered manner to circum-
vent the 32,000 threshold,
creating a  “logistical
inconvenience”.

(With inputs from

Saptaparno Ghaosh)

autono-




Muslims over-flagged
in Delhi SIR, data show

llogical skew Z

While the share of Muslims in the draft SIR rolls was close to their
S i"s population in Census 2011, the list of

Isproportionately

» Total electors
in Delhi's draft

SIR rolls: fgr “logical
97.56 lakh screpancies’

e Share of Muslims
in the draft SIR

rolls: ~13.6%

for"

Pon Vasanth B.A.
Srinivasan Ramani
CHENNAI

An analysis of '
SIR rolls by M
shows that the P&

ware-driven process
flagged a flisproportionate-
ly high fu Muslims

for “logical discrepancies”.

Muslims made up 13.6%
of Delhi’s 97.54 lakh draft-
roll electors but 20.3% of
the 19.33 lakh flagged for
“logical discrepancies”. In
the five reasons for logical
discrepancies that are
linked to family size such

1S marked

.33 lakh

as six or more children
naming the same parent,
or small age gaps between
generations, Muslims were
nearly three times as likely
as others to be flagged. The
logical discrepancies pro-
cess was first introduced in
West Bengal, without any
formal announcement.
The ECI, which flags elec-
tors through its centralised
ERONET software, has not
explained the eight rea-
sons behind “logical dis-
crepancies”.

FULL REPORT ON
» PAGE S

Youlube Homework
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Political resistance will continue, says

Rahul after meeting allies and activists

Leader of the Opposition hosts allies for
tea to discuss future course of agitation

sandeep Phwkan
KEW DEL

heve are no paraliel
proeests, but omdy
one meswment o

restore demoecracy, Rahul
Gandhi, Leader of the Op
position in the Lok Sabha,
sabd on Toesday as he host
od Opposition polEicians,
ol society activists, and
student leaders for tea 1o
discuss the future course
of the agration demanding
the suspension of the spe
dal mtensive revision (SI5)
of decioral rolls and thee re-
mireal of Chisd Blection
Commsioner (CEC) Gya
nesh Kamar

Sources twhd The Hndu
thae leaders of e Cock-
reach Jasta Paety (9
were Bt presest al the
meeting. Mr. Gandhi's of
hoe had tried reaching out
1o them theough an inber
mediary, bur It &d e
work our. The CJF had
been among the groups
that issss) a call for Satur-
day's peotest, triggering a
harsh police crackdoun,

Mr. Gandhd, who hosted
the discussion a ey aller &
march so the Supevse
Court o hie 2 petition w0
halt the SIR, made it dear
that pobtcal resistance
will comtinue, regaediess of
the cowrt’s response, “We
have extreme respect for
the Supreme Court, for the
Chief Justice of India, for
the jadicial syseem. They
have a2 rok 1w play; we
hope they will pliy thee
rode But we are also politi-

B
-

-~

INCAA blac memhery, wuchere iraders, and actrasts aeh the Leaden of 2w Deponition o

Political parties’ representatives, student
leaders, and civil society activists take part

Mabeajen Kharpe, After 2 meetng on Tueday WGE S0 & e

cal people, No matier when
happens, no mestter which
instiution plays & role o
not, poliical resistance
will continee, people’s re
sistance will continee, and
it will trivmephy,” he said af-
ter the meeting

Sources sad It was de
Oded a the meeting thae
though  there may  be
bresks in large scake peot
e acoons because of the
Noran and Durga Pug
festivities, the agtation will
continue, with Delli re
maining the maim focus.
Parties belonging %o the In-
dian  MNatiomal  Dewedop-
mencal, inchesive Adllance
(INDIA) wil coordinate ey
ery day among each other
for jeosnt action

Oppoosition lesschers from

06 parties attended, inchud
ing MA, By (CFEM), D
Bl and I Sandos Kuimar
(CP1, Tejashwi Yadav and
Manol Jha (RID0, Malwa
Maji (MM, Harender Ma-
lik, Arsandd Bhackaurss, and
Mohdbulah Nadvi (5P,
Sanjay Kmx Shiv Sema
UBT), Saganka Ghose and
Mahia  Moera  (Mamaia
Trinamood Congress), G.
Deverafn (Foward B,
and  Dipankar  Bhatsy
charya (CPEMLIL

Al B Studenuts’ A
clation CAISA) chief Neha
Bora and advocate Frash-
ant Whushan also attended
e tea party ar Mr. Gand
hi's No. 5 Sunehei Bagh
Road residesce. Top Con
press leaders,  incuding
perty  chief  Mallikarjun

Kharge, Sonk Gamdhi, Pri-
yvanka Gamdhi Vadra, and
K Vemgopal, were abo
presenl

“Net is closimg”

Mr. Gamdhi send that pen-
ple who “destroy India’s
Constitution and the elec
ton system”™ coukd not be
alowed o gt vy with i,
voing that action will be
aken agamst those who
have Indulped n alleged
“wome chovy (thefty”

“B B our commsnssent
that the poopde who have
done this -~ [Prame Mnls-
ter Narendra) Modi, who is
e main architect, |Union
Home Minisier| Amdt Shah,
who s implememor, |CEC)
Gyanesh Kumar sod others
- thwry ewd 10 wnderstand

ok Sabiha ared Rapya Satata, Sabud G and

but the effort didn't

that the net I closing
around them.. We aaure
you thase af would be
beougiu 1o justice,” the Op
posion leader ssenad

Several eaders obyecied
b thwe gervernimen! demoti-
fying the desgnated prot
est e ot Jantas Namar
and vowed to reckim k

“The oo method of ex
poession of dessocracy wis
Bmar Mamar, and now,
the government bos deowd-
ed thae Jantar Mamtar can
20 longer be used o ex
press democratic feclings.
Welk, we are going to chal-
emge that idea,™ Mr, Gamd-
N osad

Mr. Yadaw called It 2
‘sgn of the nding party's
Sear®, He alleped thant the
CEC T triend o “tramplhe

democracy o the behest of
Mr. Moch and Mr. Shah

“Earlier, they [EJP] were
ndulging in vooe chord but
now they are resoming w
prusest ste chor,” said Mr
Fealry

Mr. Raja said, “We will
St to peggain "

Mr. Rnx said the go
vernmen! had kipt the
coury e “lear and ing
midation, bux now 1's ther
um to be afrand”™. The Se
m (LB beader added
Cyvanesh Ko s & ma
fa, e 5 such o mada who
hers crimimssised the entire
jedecioral]  systemn,  We
know how 1o tghit and deal
wirh such mahas ™

MORE AEPORTS ON
SPAGES 1,4, A8
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Contempt Of Court & Accountability
Fundamental Rights vs Public Order

Suspension of Internet & Essential Services — Anuradha Bhasin — 2020
Article 19 (1)
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Article 20
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ECI

CEC - EC’s

SIR

RPA 1950 - 21(3)

RPA 1950 - 28 (RER-1960 - 6,7.,8)

RPA 1951 - 29(A)

Conduct of Election Rules 1961 — 4(A) — Form 26
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Cong. accuses Centre of facilitating
attendance fraud in jobs scheme

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Congress on Tuesday
accused the Union govern-
ment of facilitating fraud in
the rural employment
scheme Viksit Bharat-Gua-
rantee for Rozgar and Ajee-
vika Mission (Gramin)
(VB-G RAM G) through the
alleged use of a cloned at-
tendance application, with
Congress general secretary
(communications) Jairam
Ramesh citing a news re-
port on a case from Uttar
Pradesh.

The government said
the incident cited by the
party predates the new
employment programme
and is already under
investigation.

In a post on X, Mr. Ra-
mesh alleged that after “an
assault on the right 1o 100
days of employment under
MCGNREGA", the govern-
ment was now “looting the
poor through fake atten-
dance in VB-G RAM G". He
claimed that the ruling BJP
was undermining both
workers’ rights and public
trust.

Mr. Ramesh referred to

a2y
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Serious charge: The Centre is no
attendance in VB-G RAM G schem

media reports that a
cloned version of the Na-
tional Mobile Monitoring

“oystem (NMMS) applica-

tion, which is used to re
cord worker attendance,
had allegedly been used to
register attendance fraudu-
lently. A case in this regard
was reportedly registered
in Chandauli district of Ut
tar Pradesh,

“First, the theft of dona-

tions made in the name of

Lord Shri Ram; then an as-

‘loating the poor through fake
the Congress said. FILE PHOTO

ault on the right to 100
days of employment under
MGNREGA; and now, a
scheme of state-sponsored
plunder of the poor
through fake attendance in
the VB-G RAM G pro
gramme. The name in-
voked is Ram’s, the blow
falls on the poor, and the
loot is of the right to em
plovment,” Mr. Ramesh
said.

Responding to the alle
gation, the Union govern-

ment said the incident cit-
ed by the Congress
pertained to June, when
MGNRECGA was operation-
al and before the |mpk~
MENt ALQD Y
o Act.

Criminal action

The Rural Development
Ministry said that criminal
action had already been in-
itiated in the case and
maintained that such com-
plaints were taken serious-
ly. It also underlined that
multiple safeguards were
available to prevent wage
pilferage.

The government said at-
tendance at worksites is re-
corded through the NMMS
application and supple-
mented by face authentica-
tion. It added that an Al-
based photo de-duplica-
tion system has been
introduced to identify sus-
picious photographs and
anendance entries, includ-
ing those potentially linked
to cloned applications.
"Entries flagged by the sys-
tem are subjected to verifi-
cation before wage pay-
ments are processed,” it
said.
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Monitoring System
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India’s water plants are failing to
catch elusive ‘forever chemicals’

Ve stiadbes Sven Jffen

» Fﬁ

brban wrgh

AR we bt (iee
e adeh bl oond e
tndiipw catuniBasenm
ok PRAS el mv s I
T Wwales, W wvetd Blsara
poonhan They amw b noaornm &y
g g adara mlom
TRLAPILEY The STRTTERTETE B 3 Wy
by e
Man b vom bhyew (vt o
e b heah bagw! Y AS » wanrry
sagien [ seveshaul sart lwahnevd
tedeven Id e 1wy Tew
Colgunids ww fud gt crgaerudy
wadidde worn sn the et of PR
ieLreLded & tow bl veusn
arkw
n 2 LS revwe B the ol of
Mezardne Meterioh Abhoron, st
urerad Tees g ad e besorn
scveo Cagarsd . Mabarssbtra, Tarnd Sacdy
el Wl B T ey s I
miAn . Lgnrh bomwt Lamam, o ihe
e b Lty od Agrnidngal
- e w1 rvndrre e rolid i
Boll PRAS Gidanndhm o bl b g
FER RS cuto e a1 I rusonl
SRR ot Seteed tharka 0 pan v
1Pmverers i 'hw o SfeveTE Wow v Y
groaps vt nd arayw FYAS
s parscular bors s b
weve ] wormepde s e of s
Fow cvamgde, 1 » _\'.llqnvu
beomimearvhd Gow r farpe
e ey s P UET M s sryu el The
wabyws of M w e Lrnpies oodeowd
Dt el DL Al 2O e
goendeasts artae wawe anldw bas
wage of & waer teaTeert plase 12
berwu THe wam found fus
gvendesscy rer rowderd il welbh o the
oy of garSage durgo el e haghe e
M AL kveh
Ve b rwd rhaml (rewrvdidems
& ol M et PYAR serve YN o MY
et v orrdend a0 TN L S
Maly sy Sunauds V. Sands o
prdrme A rnniddeibd Agiering
el the Bceaw g wlet
anderrfed povoasn B naved 250
ey waty FYAS pede the plaw. T
mah O e gamnty these provur=e
The ot PYAS. D N sl
syvrsevin ] iody 4 e wad fw
prervaly (e Ms s
rg e Ml Funy fw porersd S
sinssevebd (hd buday dsadd an
suhad @y YN st s Ihd ray e
poewrnt @ the wawe raber fuas rviying
wily on & Baed b

besody g s wed wearom
o juk 16 this year, coscarchors from
ATAN Mecrsed o et Urtverety
Mvderabad. and Irown Cavada and the | S
et e ceali s ol sling ek o
PY AR by wrdnaiet anl s gr e
dowhd Vobugarar. Me fedag
pidad e 0 vgs Lo i | e

-t
erwrd Bw fdratne of B Oanpassh
PN OB IEITIER YR T wRag 1Ay
om ow oo vy bigh

T teams abe upsod 3 el 30 vt
o sowogr scoommeed] e e 4N o

Wi raw low wmasud bo i pa vebs W

b Mt s ndiasen bay fw
vaad LITAM svssant midrvan ad
Tudy Cossshwr ey Leorodh wkd
deansdung e i e gy Yoa
el spen sosdd wguar yueTEs
urping sovand fw stung potm

opand bavusderd bhalnd »
cmafe  [rom the | erarey of borerred
s wouroe spoct senpiogg bogprrher
with teprnd wapecied. o) oo tapn
AN wwhn heven d ey el
aalenr rareg anvre b owk
Migdar R S I anlleiy
e e e e

Trshng bo o finndlnd od PRAS bran
bstances et nicaed on dux e puy
et e dewoond Pyscuamnam cae B
Chargr e oty PYAS Iy, oot ad
hgh resolgws Fus eoTreReTry car
Py kbemtlty PYAS Senownd & e bt s
e nowwbed b gee FYAL G @ oy
samgdes chy g ool tew sl anayun
Mreasniog ™ AN bhiga brdand ssdrwdnm
jerund sndler Habuyy

Méuaby) Vogsrawrm svandisd
prodessd i tw [wpartresens of Ut
brgrwering = TS Plass dhdevabad
wid corereresl beodogoal wassowoaser
trvatmere Carrnd svrnowe FEAS. e oend
tha adwrprion bused trestrwese. whach
can remeee [EAS Yom werr b vhoren
potcrtad bat dast e cost pascriah
e e capthare NS IRt e e
eyl

Frats Gt Thod v gmmad v
Findag A owaw dows et by Il
el Deomy mach of 2 healeh risk @ poses
n\l'-’-"'blv'n fw typw o W AS 1w
done, armton of expesasy, xd rouse of
ogpenare e B X0 peewgraph, e

52 hane e o) pohyBion oo sadbssmoes i waey souroes convereonal waer treatiment sveacmes Thee Gan romese thes
vt commenercialy ol cven as the estent of the contaminums o acomoss o sermusns s

"

&

L ew bobig sder bl s he swd s Bsmgt Wiindd agw =

e tcrmatiomal Ageomer hr
Hesweato o om € amoey In 2008
Lavatte d perfiarocctanedc aoal
2 ‘carcinogosic o heroms amd
o Mot apcsadlombc o
Py Carciegress 1o s
beth e ypes of PYAS memerials

lorndemd tpgreybe v ar b =
Laney  haaden] prrfhmmn e hrew nd
PUA 3 Ccer e b e’ o
o Thadon Ldessban (FFN
sl ey Fegrta b laduse iy
FROA and TPOS mw types of PFAS
P T

I » vy e dabed o Feteuary thns
powr 8 weamn e mchaded [y, Ny
S 1 s e o 4 Y AS oo e
vuindeyg by swl duet e VAN
redvides and ey pevigwes drbean
e s teng  f e dad g iabdand
P idfygeng s grreth s snadabd 0
Py el anl vdesrd Forw Nera™ s

hirag Dhura . ssdeam prodessd 2t
brva Umseruy I Sl Oy, ald
noornpiew cxposae deea should ret
delm comtrols on MTAS whose dasards ae
ovady wel ovdbabed

Ardmran Sebovvarm, prew pw
st o the CSR Indian kot ate of
Tk s bwar b Le bem wnlilnda
b b el wdt haancbor bda bo erbid 4y
rdbide |
(SEATTE W Ty
LS fandd St Daieviid dn o)
Paa o bulid hawlew dea e PFFAS I
ARATIEE R MRETE™ W OCTWEwT
prsdan nslb;.,)ui".’ ok drve
o ooy VD pme e PYAS redevo e

As rgnmade e

smuvmn hlevenl md b

P | semt bvmrnwaryd Vi end 'y Tum
wusi tevw 10 m Yo iy vgsidae
uasay A nuerelaTerrg rado has
A e T g eoter L
ancder the carvr IS X602
wandud ba the mandard b pow ander
wrisew. The Brows of dan Stardah
sabd a dodwssod Werkeyg Covap
breprg ( cotereasty and Forever
wrwn ah o ravaeny 1AL wed sl
poen i) cadantuen The sige an
B o PEAS L b bl ey e
i sandad harve o d ot bens
bl aelr auh s it hah My
WAS I rmliag wEer By 2 g

el Iy, Abnamand wd i
Wb o ot whh TTAS v
g rasEacrEed, mperind nd used
b rpedy hariew s TR
voprdgn ol wines, av rehsrd b
"an

LA L W, ey s
CMEAINI K, wad Pasd b by el
tewr n Oaresly (mi v ivpdad ey
METe ¥y of pevaBalg L uusy
wepuackde b B AS GetERsEhn
soaroen [v. Dhars warmed that »
wurwd cyermcal approach could ke
procursrs and trarsdorrnasbon prodiects
v repndes m

% Contar) she »abd inale b crwough
hdrnr i gdimba v pevamheray
warer badsbo sod Gl | PV e
Ald b s bl e did iy ol
Wit w e Ao e s and
A0 B b Caigrasn

B Sugh U a0 b pvredont wv s
rme v 9 |[atrme

Rdgwhy Wasgwal, ww

THE GIST

Youlube Homework

° rsenic
* luorite
o 1trate

- ead



* PFAS (Per- and Polyfluoroalkyl Substances) *“Q3- 3 ,___ETP("WTW 3R
AT G AR RIS qare™ Aa-fAfd (synthetic) W1 1 T * US EPA (9aTavur H@I&10T UiHT) & 3w US EPA F 919 & arHt
w51 &E &, foree et feorar o o "wige Hiwea Y Ty BT PFAS (S8 PFOA 3R PFOS) % 7T 4 ared i
(Forever Chemicals - ST T I 19 a1t WA t FH@71 S[1a %%ﬂq (ppt) I el Wjﬁ T 77 i 2
2l < »  aferes wwor Raréa: e afd qu (EWG) i gid
o I TEEA U, I, THT (heat) 3R IT-waat % i wferef 9 (EU) it arferan fedida & wram mam o6 2fam o & geml dasier
(resistant) BId 2| SHITIU 4R ITANT A19-R2eha=T (non-stick |, @3‘?[ AR T2l aF o Fiacteie 9t & FS q‘ﬂ:ﬁ o i PFAS &l
cookware), ATETIE FISLAN-HT FTeAAT 371 W‘yﬁ Tl ®IF T 9% 718 2
(firefighting foam) 4 ¢ T 9T foRar SiTar 2
1. Ot ¥ PFAS &8 Ug=rar g 31 38 W 3113 frarea 2. FEATELT UT PFAS &1 I9TE (Health Impact)
* U H &Y faear g2 *  PFAS YR H Y39 4 % a18 M & a1et 781 fHarerd 311 drel
o aitentires wedr (lnduTstrﬁWaste): PFAS ST AT 39N & % Teh d A (tissues) H STHT &1d T&d 2| mﬂ@wm
ATt a‘nﬁ@"—ﬁ ST BIST AT FHel] HET 3 HSTeT (groundwater) q e
e sar 81" o U R @A AT TFFAT H PFAS & 69 I et Haw
*  WRIGUETSIET WIH (Firefighting Foams): TITTIE 317 &1 f3mEi WW(mm%mmﬁGﬁ@Wa
T HTT M o A FqwTet 8 ATt B 8 Joiel H 36 fama *  FTHIAC e U T 4 WA USishteA fEuved (Endocrine
2T 2l / Disruptors) % &9 § 19 Fd % S UTISS HUIEE? H@?ﬂ I
* AT 3TEET (Slow Degradation): 375 TETAME d47 fonTre Tehd 2

(chemical bonds) Sﬂﬁqﬁaj@%%%ﬁqm 3 9t § g
Tt o foeT 98 gU ad & 2



*  OfER&T YUITeT (Immune System) T HUAR BMAT: e G9F d
T | IR T T Tk &mar wHR ardl 2, forad e
(vaccines) T 3TET HH & TohdT & AT HsHHIT T Gall 5¢ SATdT 2
o foran o foret st TeRaT: fofat USTTEHT | aiqara 3R
ferer/foret it srd-gomeft o s et g 2 -
* TS HICiEETeA: Hia T | & € T H hlciegict ol &L agH P(‘”F\g

T 2l

* TN AR AT TaemTd Hast THET: Miadr Afearedl 4 3=
AT, S IS &80T (fertility), 3T S=al ¥ S0 o G0T &0
919 (low birth weight) 37 faerma o 28t it uz 2 gehdt 2|

Ut € PFAS @1 ¥ 82102 V'S
*  HTHTA qlich: T 1 a1 (boiling) AT ATEROT SATei ATl fheet
# PFAS @cq & 2Tl

o  uwTEt fRee faren: ee-ue fad simtaa (RO) fawem,
vfeFeaee e fheet, 31 ATIH-URS T 914 & gt 9
PFAS I 8219 H 9o YT 74 S1d 2l
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. i Jon? * Al Companies & Their Al
Rogue Al/deficient design: o Jor p
cyt?er-capgb'le Alr:nodelus to t:e o (\(’(/ “ MOdel

ore than 200 artificial the internet, to ensure they do not -~ ; i A 1 ‘ 4
intelligence (Al) and escape. k ) ' ) - —
\ A v~ O

cybersecurity researchers have It also called for the creation of an 0
called for immediate action to prevent international body that standardises o “J M
further cases of Al models going rog best practices regarding security, Jt -~
and posing a risk to critical The letter urged companies to be fa \ Obvh ﬁ ‘ —
infrastructure. required to report containment failures “ /

Agence France-Presse

The letter signed by luminariesinthe  to the body, which would be responsible

field including Nobel laureate Geoffrey for tracking and recording them. “This w ,(\/

Hinton and Turing Award winner Yoshua transparency is required for both ( ) Q .

Bengio, called for models relating to learning and accountability purposes,” /\ /

cybersecurity to be physically cut off the letter said. M \ / \

from the internet during testing. The rogue incidents amplified calls to ’ /A N . —
Leading U.S.-based Al firms have slow Al dfvelopmcnt. but (phe industry 0\ «\ . M \Lb')&

disclosed over recent months a series of and governments are divided on tappip# 1

incidents where models under the brakes as well as regulating the d - k-\

development have escaped containment sector. In the U.S., the Trump . w % n

measures to access the internet and administration has opposed any binding \ \

have gone on to hack websites, including  regulation that could hinder innovation, d —

gaining unauthorised access to amid fierce competition with China. GY-MO \X

Australian government sites.
“Without immediate changes in Al

development and deployment practices, -

such incidents will continue to occur, "

and future incidents will be far more For feedback and suggestions

damaging to our exposed critical for ‘Science’, please write to

infrastructure,” they warned. letters@thehindu.co.in with the
Their letter called for organisations subject ‘Science’

developing, deploying, and testing
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Rural households have felt the greatest
impact of rising inflation
epeember’s retall inflatlon, at 5.54%, an al
most two-year high, marks the fourth conr
secutive month thee price Increases have
ket headline CM above the Reserve Baak of In
dia’s (RED 4% target. The Impact has been partiow
Lty severe o ned Indians, whose aflation rae
reached 608%. Rural lood inflation rose almost
PO percentagy poits Between Asgiest ad Sep
tember, touching £06%, Onion Q08 09%), garlic
(5462%) and ginger (BZR5%) drove the surge
even s potanio (11 S0P%) and sommeno (- S062%) prices
remained bedow yesr-carfier levels The festive sear
son ahead will be expenstve for rural househokds
already facong the uncertainties of 3 deficent mon
soom, El Nifhorelned risks o harvesss and o
comes, and unusually high temperitures. Hea
diine CF1 Is now just 046 percentage polnts below
the RBI'S wpper oderince limi of 6%, The Mooe
tary Polcy Committee ralsed the repo rase by 25
Dasis poies 1o 5.500% i October, ending a pause
thaet begam after its previous incresse in February
205, Ancther increase in December canmot be
rubed out if price pressures continue %0 broaden
Chief smong the Bsctors driving inflation since the
LS -lsraeli war on lran have been fud, food and
transport, compounded by a depreciating rupee.
The Indian crude basket, according to the Pe
roleum Plasming and Analysls Cell, rose from
$52.04 2 berred m July %0 S1HG.09 In Septesber - 2
4I% Increase - with economy wide mmplications
for freight, production and Sstrfagion. The REIS
speciad doller Geciliny for ofl msrketing companies
imdy s spot-market pressune on the rupee, but
only eepoearily if the underhving import depen
dence and geopobitical risks persist. The cruca
subgroup, transport services for goods, recorded
inflation of K.77% in Seplember, up from 6%
in August. Restaurant and accommaodation servic
es inflaton haes reached 9.36%, whille mfition in
persomal Gre, sockd peotection and miscelimeous
poods and services, which indude precous me
taks, has moderited 1o B.75%. Core flinkon, ex
cluding food and Tued i inchading precious me
taks, rose w0 4.6% In Seprember from 4.16% In
Augiust, ssguoestingg that peice presssees ane ros-
dening. Foeegn portfolio Evestors (FPIs) bave
pulbed & revord TLOS trilion ($3575 billios) out of
Indian equeties = the e months ending Septem-
ber this year, which & almost double that of the
whole of CY2005. FP1s have been net sellers m six
of the pest pine months as they seek sdfe havers,
stronger dolar-dencestnased  returns, and bond
yiekts, Selling resumed In October, adding o pres
sure om the rupee, which weakened by abow 7%
igainst the dollar over the vear 1o early Oclober,
desplie RED imerventions sach as direcr dollar
sales end smracting foreign-curency inflows. The
central ank's bt steps hunve helped the rpee
recover, but cannotl resolvwe the underlying pees
sures, With crude prices elevised, the rupese vl
merade and no e end so the West Asia conflict,
imported inflation & likely 10 continue shaping
domestic prices in the months ahead.

a2yq

el WW (Retail Inflation): fads # Y
HETEhIfd SIGHT 5.54% B1 7T &, SiT ST 2 |t i Jwead

T 8 I AR =T HEHT & o9 98 STRET3TS o 4% o ded
ST 2

TTHTOT AT O SrfereR ST ITeior wiRd § gErehifa
qGH 6.08% B 7% &, STtk ATHivT @rer qErehifa s
6.06% © ITAH 8.06% TEH TS |

T HIOT: HETE H 97 AMEH AT (108.09%), Teg
(54.62%) SR 3T (62.85%) F1 T&T &1 FHF AT, FHAN
AT, 3 41 1 @A 3R Fed dc sl sIgdi shiad (SIS &
$82.04 § fords # $116.09 Ufd St ) 360 H&T FR 2
T3S & HaW: Fad! HIFdT I H A & foe difzes
Hifd wffa (MPC) 7 Fagat | 191 12 25 SATIR 3% agMEH
5.50% = faT 21

feraoft Farvrent <ht TerTeT: 30 H1eT % SE3ATd A1 7EHT |
faesft wewifert fFawmeht (FPIs) 7 Wi IR et & f@te
3.08 faferam w0 faeret 2, forad ¥93 W gamg we1 2
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Sound and fiery

Green crackers do little to curb air

and noise pollution

¢ Delhi and the National Capital Region
A (NCR) bead into another winter, they

must brace for the return of a foe kept on
a leash that is alernately loosened or tightened.
In November 2016, the Supreme Court of India
suspended licences for the sale of fireworks in the
NCR after Deepavali celebrations pushed PM.s Je-
vels above 700 pg/'m’. The Court relaxed the sus
pension In September 2017, partly to protect ex-
isting licence bholders and livelhoods, but
restored the suspension for Deepavali in October.

In 2018, in les judgment in Arjun Ger_l and Oghers
vs Union of India and b M owed
only reduced-emission and “green” crackers,
banned joined Arecrackers or larks, and Imposed
a two-hour window. The latest order permits
specified next-generation joined green crackers,
while declining a total ban on fireworks, invoking
public sentiment. Fire crackers are far from the
smoking gun of Delhi's air-guality crisis. Con-
struction dust, vehicles, stubble burning and
stagnam, cold alr all comribure o winter pollu-
tion. But when these push the air towards “sev-
ere” levels, crackers can produce an acute spike.
In 2025, the first Deepavall after the Court per-
mitted lmited use of green crackers, Dethi’s post-
Deepavall PM: s average reached 488 pg/'m’, the
highest since 2021, while hourly concentrations
peaked at 675 pg/ny'.

There is no gainsaving that green crackers are
a pyrrhic green. The Council of Scientific and In-
dustrial Research-National Environmental Engi-
neering Research Institute (CSIR-NEERD, which
promoted them, says the newer generation pro
mises a 45%-60% cut in PMo. These higures, ho-
wever, do not reflect real-world conditions, and
when “cleaner” crackers are burst in greater
numbers, the savings in particulate pollution
evaporate. This is without accounting for nodse
pollution. There is also the dificulty of enforce
ment, The Commission for Air Quality Manage
ment has stated that QR codes had been sold 1o
unregistered manufacturers - registered manu-
facturers reportedly sokd them, allowing unauth:
orised Brecrackers to be passed off as certified
green crackers. The explosives regulator had no
testing facility in Delhil, In 2008 and 2019, the pol
ice could not distinguish green crackers from
conventional ones. Unless fireworks manufactur-
ing moves into the formal sector, regulations are
followed In practice, and awareness of the woll on
public bealth spreads among those who love the
sound and fury of crackers, air and noise pollu-
tlon are here 1o stay
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Wt SheRd sht HTTY; fooefl-Te e o a1 3 el gewor =i
ek ¥ 19 92T sIgd 4 3TEER 1ferd &1 @ €1 CSIR-NEERI
o a1l o STersTe, SHTHT T o g §EAT | 3 B d g H
I @ FHHT T& AT
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e g T, ST 2021 % S1E Hard 3fee o)
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FaH o U Fsff QR IS == U
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India-U.S. ties and the hurdle of American unilateralism

ave ties Detween India and the United
“ States reached a breaking post? Where

do they go from here? These and many
other guestions are bemg intensely debated
following the U.S's announcement on October 8
|Iul it D susggrrched 1)

thcanan (FERM ) pec o P
s, incl -
- headguartered ummamm " usuu.

u! msusing immigraton and labour-certilic
systems. The Indian companies named
Infasys, Tata Consultancy Services, Wipro
PER \m"mw allows tech com
10 hire non-ULS. prodessionals 1o work i thg U
and is a step in 2 employer-sponsored gn c.zrd
application. According to the US. governamgnt,
tthe companies had received more than 2,
H-IB visa approvals and over 1,000,000 pery
labour cervihcanons since 2000 Indian
professionals account for more than 70% of
approved H-1B petitions annually.

This episode, however, is not an isol:
incident but part of a series of actions and
deckssons taken by the LS. In recent years,
including the B-treatment of Indians and racist
artacks agairest them that are placing bilisteral ties
under severe strain

l‘

Trade tles, visible discord
I'rade has emenged a5 a visible source of descoed
and] asyvmumetry for three main reasons, Firse,
Inclia recorded a trade surplus of $338 bellon in
bllaseral trade exceeding $140 bllon in FY
202526, Second, the US. Is seeking acoess 1o
Inclia’™s dairy and agriculture sectoes in ongoang
trade negotistions, which India canmnot afford 10
concede, Third, India has refused 10 halt Russian
oll imparts despie additional US, tarifts and
sanctions.

Despite a framework for an interim agreement
on reciprocal and mutually beneficial trade
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e
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Rageey Agarwal

A 1eDned colond

and & Vrabepic a¥ars
CADETL He 15 e
Ahor of the book,
Beoween Tehvan and

-L‘ Mty - Gaza's Soory

of Unending War’ ’

Washington
wants a
subsenaent
India, but

New Dedhe st
draw the line

ammounced in Febouary 2006, the strain in trade
ties persists. Last week, Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman sasd that trade talk negotiations had
“plateaued”, with littde scope for give-and-take
Defence and security cooperation has emerged
s & key pillar of relations, Over the past two
cades, India and the LS. have expanded
migary exercees, hpmcs ammxmcms and

Enpocgnt to lndu's nuhur_\' nwdcnmncm.
Sinc®2002, India has acquired over $22 billion

worth offAmerican military hardware, but

meaningfyl co-production and technodogy

llamlo'l renain ehisive, During Prime Minester
Narpndra Nodi's visit to Washington in February

. agreed 10 expand defence sales and

b in Indlia, iIncuding ivelin antitank

ises and Sorvker infantry combat

WO countries subsequently sipned

mework for the U.S.-India Major

nership on October 31, 2028

, & strategic defence partnership of

tuche st be assessed by what it

YN0t meredy the mumber of agresments

'ml-(mgnl delays in the supply of GE
ngines for India's Tegas highter aircraft

of supphy-chain vulnerabllinies. Despite
Hatives such as the India-US. Defence
weleration Ecosystem (INDUS-X), lunched in
2023, co-devedopment and technology tramsier
remaln an lssoe

The Pakistan factor

Pakistan has abways been a politically sensitive
sonrce of friction between India and the US
particularly since Operation Sindoor (May 20025)
US. President Donald Trump's repeated dalms
that he ended the conflict have irked Indsa,
although New Dedhi has refrained from direct

comfroetation. The US's courting of Pakistan’s
top keadership, especially ies Chaef of Defence
Forces, Asim Mundr, has also been a major
irritamt. The siging of the Meoca Pact between
Saudli Arabia, Pakistan and Torkive, reportedly
with Washingron's blessings, has raised further
security comcerns for India

High-end sechmology & another area in which
[mclia huas often been forced 10 Jook o the US, - a
situation that Washingmon has sought 10 exploit
Although the 2008 India-US. civll nudear
agreement was 2 hastoric breakthrough, its
commercial promise of American-designed

nuclear reactors in India remsains krgel
unrealised. The Initiacive on Critical and /
Emerging Technology (GCET), hiunched in 2 -

was cited as an attempt to deepen n.mpcrxmn in
artificial imtelligence, semiconductors, defence
inmovation, space and other advanced
technodogies, bat mach remains on paper. The
India-US. Transformung the Relationship Utilzing
Strategic Techmology (TRUST) Initiative, signed
on February 13, 2005, also raised hopes of greater
technodogy transer and mtegracion. The key
challenge, however, remains translating
dechirations mto measurable outcomes,

Need for mutual respect

Indlia-LLS. relacions are ensering a phase in which
Indlla’s straregic restralnt and effoees ar
accommodation are increasingly met with
American pressure, unsiteralism and outrighs
disregard for India's strategic interests, Whether
this &5 a dificuk phase or a deeper structural
problem remains 10 be seen. The relanionshap
between the workd's aldest democracy and the
workd's Rirgest democracy can flourish only
through equality, respect and trust, not unilateral
impasition of will, External Affairs Minister S,
Jatshankar's recemt observation that the US. s
“deliberately becoming a lonelier power™ may
commvey more than wisat the words sugeest
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Legal aid cuts jail time for undertrials, but help often arrives late

Reaching prisoners soon after armestis ke il free Jeggal aid is o reduce the human and economic costs of prerial detention

DATA POINY

Indulekba Guha
Triska Chands

ndia jails Sewer people than

Ol Counpres -~ ahaonn 41 lor

every 100,000 people ~ yet
mare than three-quarters of its pri-
somers in 2002 were awaiting rial,
That places India fourth in the
workd in the share of undertrials in
#s prison populstion. Masy of
them are poor, poorly educaied,
or from marginalised communities
and remain In jall not becawse they
have been convicted but because
they cannot navigase the system or
atford a lawyer.

Free legal aid = meant 10 dosse
this gap. The Legal Services Auth-
ariies Act, 1987 created the Na:
tional Legal Services Authority 1o
provide free legal services to weak:
of sections of sockety. But threw de-
caddes on, limited outreach, kow
awareness and unmeven quality
mean Chat many undertrials soil go
without tmely belp,

A legal ald programme run
snce 2008 across elghn prisons in
Maharashtra offers insights imto
what such help can achieve. Im
plemensed by Pravas (Tata el
tute of Sockal Scences) and the
Fair Trial Fellowship (National Law
Universizy, Delbd), and funded by
the Azim Premiji Foundation, ® tar-
gets those deast able to secure re-
presentation: cassal workers, wo-
men abandoned by their Gumdies,
minoreies, or migram workers.

By analysing the records of over
2000 undertrials assisted bet-
ween 2088 and 2023, & was found
that the typical participant &s 29
vears ofd, and that close o half
have studied only up to primsary
school. Further, 18% are women
and 57% are Gl wage workers,
By comgaring their outcomes with
the district coun recosds In Maba:
rashira and wsed national labour
force and time use surveys, the
costs of detention werne estimaned.

To begin with, prograsme par-
ticipants obeain bad far more often

than the average applicant. Across
29 districts, 84% of participants’
bail apphications succeeded, com-
pared with 26%. of all applications
in the same district courts bet
ween 2008 and 2020, Partiopants
did betrer in 23 of the 29 districes.
The gap persists even within cale-
ponies of offence severity, so it s
not simply because the pro-
gramene serves peaple accused of
mimor crimes, Within the pro-
gramme, ball outcomes change
sharply o intake. Before intake,
the share of participants gramed
ball ranged from abosst 1% to 6%
across groups by gender, Incame,
education and occcugation. After
Incake, It ranged from 61% o 92%.

Timing, however, mamers a
great deal. Participants spent on
average 171 dins ~ more than frve
months -~ in jall before they o
tered the programme. Those re-
leased on bail spent a further 1S
danvs in custody on sversge, taking
the 1otal from arrest 1o relesse 1o
about eight months. In 2085, about
IT% of Mabarasbira’s 26 898 un-
dertrials had been held for more
than a year (Table 1).

The cost of detention

Detention before trial s castly for
people who mostly live on dally
ecamings. The wages participants
lose in custody was estimated by
matching them 1o similar workers
in the Pervodic Labour Force Sur-
vey and multiplying their daily
wage by the number of days they
were detained, The kosses are krge
relative 10 their mcomes. From ar-
rest o redease, average losses
reach up 1o about 12 Likh for some
age groups, while more than 60%
of participants earn less tham
80,000 & year. Losses rise with
age andd peak among workers
thedr 305 (Chart 2).

Lowssars also vary by groagp. After
intake alone, those facing the most
serbious  charges  lose  abowt
IR0,000 on average, nearly four
temes the 821,000 lost by those ac-
cised of the least severe allences.
This is driven mainly by oeger de-
tention rather than higher cam-

ings. Graduates and regular wage
workers also lose moce, since ther

wages are higher (Chart 3.

The uscomfcetable question
this rakses s why do S0 many un
dertrials wait months for help that
is already their righn® Legal ald s
ustally seen as a maner of rights
These ncimgs sugerst # is also an
intervention with ecomomic re
tres. By belping underirials file
bail appications, coordinate with
advocates, gather documents and
meet redease conditions, the pro-
gramme appears o cut throagh
the procedural frictions thae pro
long detention.

Shorter detention can ease pri-
son overcrowding, lower public
spending om prisons, and limit in
come losses for vulnerable house-
holds. The most actionable lesson
conoerns tming. Legal wid can i
prove outcomes after intake, but it
canmce recover the months alrea-
dy spent in jail. Idemilying elgible
prisoners o or soon after arrest
could substantially ralse #ts im-
pact. Better data would akso help
Caste, relggon, income s migrs-
tion status are missing for much of
the sample, which limits what can
be sand] about who bemefits most

Comparing participants with <
milar defendants In court reconds
would allow a rigorous evalustion
of the programme’s effect, and
tracking people  after  redease
would show whether the gains
last. As governments seek 10 widen
aooess 10 justice, legal ald works
best when it reaches undertrial
prisoners early emough to prevent
UNNecessary ton

Note: Programme participants
are not randomly selected, so the
comparisons are descriptive rath
er than causal. Wage and time Joss-
€5 are acoounting estimates of the
value of time spest In cussody:
predicted daily wages from the
PLES 200748 multiphied by &nys
detained. Since undertrials differ
from the general population, they
should be read as wpper-bound es-
tmares. Each period s iveraged
over participants with vald dases

for that period.

Cost of delayed justice

Data for the charts weee sourced Som authors’ caloulations usng Arim Fremyi
Foundstion programme recards and the Periodic Labour Faroe Servey JDIT-18
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"Legal aid cuts jail time for undertrials, but help often arrives WA | feremelt shfeat st fearfd (Key Statistics)
late* o ST EATH: WA SicAT § faamefi et & gfawrd & amet 4 fag 4
o E@WWW(Context&Overview) T FATT T 2
° gﬂ:ﬁzwwm(FmeLegalAid)Wﬁﬂ?W ¢ mw:mﬁﬁ$l,oo,000$ﬁwm4lwwﬁ
(Undertrials) 3T Siet 31 31 3ok HATTeieh JoHET ol 4 il €, e 37 & di-=itTs (75% & srftren) feremuefia et & e
®, Cifeh TETAT Ug e H B drelt <ff U S ST 5 g3 2 anft e ot forg =2 fopam mran @ (and 2022 %7 2m))
*  HAYTHE T AT AU *  HTHTR-ATIY ggaiy: st fommudia e mie, wn foféa
287509 39A: ST [ T8 AU 2 foh 9 st (St TR smrfiyer fave de ifea) a1 |1 o ST W T qaer |
HHTAT % TR G =TT Fl S § 3R H:370% FH A 81 3 = GoTTedt sl @92 a1 it ghier o1 @< 38 o 1aqd 2H
TR e ] o T STt § T&d &, 7 foh 19ty anfera 29 & &)

» Taferes war urferestor arfarf==m, 1987 (Legal Services

Authorities Act, 1987): 39 d&d NALSA (T
faferr gar wifersrron) it Temaar gaTs & FHS T

qod AT HaTd 24 3 forg 7 78]
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3. WWWWW (Impact of Free Legal Aid)
* TR T 8 Sl H WA (TISS) 3R g St T $aAlfyra' (NLU
fereett) grr 22,000 & 3fereh et o for 7y srera o gy fe:
e FUHE WA R (Bail Success Rate):
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26% 94T (2015-2020 3T 227)
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BIMSTEC adopts ‘Delhi Declaration’ on terrorism

Vijaita Sing}

NEW DELHI

India hosted the Qustgver

eeting of lhe Hnme Ml
m\tcn u| the Pay of Beng
for leb Seaor.tl

ecnnic CONOMIC
O n MSTEC)
countries on  Tuesday,

where the regional bloc
adopted a declaration to
counter radicalisation, vio-
lent extremism conducive
to terrorism, prevent the
misuse of new and emerg-
ing technologies for terro-
rist purposes, and tackle
terrorist recruitment.

Bangladesh, the chair of

BIMSTEC, was represented
by Manzur Morshed
Chowdhury, Senior Secre-
tary in its Home Ministry,
instead of Home Minister
Salahuddin Ahmed, a key
member in Prime Minister
Tarique Rahman's Cabi-
net.

The “Delhi Declaration”
signed by Bangladesh,
Bhutan, India, Myanmar,
Nepal, Sri Lanka, and Thai-
land, also called for curb-

Diplomatic mission: Amit Shah with other delegates dunng the

first meeting of Home Ministers of the BIMSTEC

ing terror fAnancing
through adherence 1o in-
ternationally agreed coun-
terterror financing and an
ti-money laundering
standards, consistent with
domestic and international
laws,

The declaration said the
member states “strongly
condemn terrorism and
violent extremism in all its
forms and manifestations,
including cross-border ter-
rorism, wherever, by
whomsoever and for wha-
tever purposes committed;
reiterate our determina-
tion to prevent, combat

countnes. o1

and eliminate terrorism
and violent extremism
conducive to terrorism in a
comprehensive and sus
tained manner, in accor-
dance with the UN Charter
and international law; and
in this context, call for ef-
fective implementation of
the sanctions measures of
the UN Security Council,
including of the 1267 Sanc-
tions Committee”™.

The grouping expressed
condolences and solidarity
with victims of terrorist at-
tacks in member states and
their families, as well as
the governments of the af-

fected states, It called for
those responsible to be
brought to justice in accor
dance with applicable
domestic and international
law and relevant UN Secur-
ity Council resolutions.

Areas of cooperation
Union Home Minister Amit
Shah highlighted five key
areas of cooperation: drug
control, counter-terrorism
and legal cooperation, re-
patriation of fugitive crimi-
nals, cybersecurity and cy-
bercrime investigations,
and institutional coopera-
tion and capacity building.
He called for a coordinated
regional approach to com-
bating illicit financial tran-
sactions and terror financ-
ing and stressed the need
to strengthen cooperation
among law enforcement,
intelligence, and border
management agencies.
“India has always be-
lieved in sovereignty and
peaceful resolutions to any
dispute, We are committed
to cooperating to face chal-
lenges emanating from In-

ternational terrorism, or-
ganised crime and
narco-trade,” Mr. Shah
said.

He said criminal net-
works run their operations
beyond international bor-

ders and take advantage of

regional lacunae,

“This is why regional
cooperation IS a must.
Their strategy is changing;
they are using encrypted
communication, social me-
dia, drones, cryptocurren-
cy and the dark web to re-
cruit and propagate illegal
activities. This is why real-
time intelligence-sharing
and cooperation is re
quired to check these
crimes. None of the mem-
ber countries should shel-
ter such criminals. We
should cooperate in the ex-
tradition of such crimi-
nals,” he added.

Mr. Shah flagged "hu
man trafficking and cvber
slavery” as grave con-
cerns”. “Sharing of action-
able intelligence should be
a priority among BIMSTEC
countries,” he said.
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Saudi Arabia strikes oil facility

in Yemen’s capital, say Houthis

The group threatens to target Rivadh International Airport, a refinery, and an Aramco facility in Dammam if Saudi Arabia

proceeds with the strike; &

A France-
S‘\.\ AA

emen's Houthis
Y(Ansar Allah) said
Saudi Arabia struck

an oil facility in Sanaa on
Tuesday, after the Rivadh-
led coalition told civilians
to leave the surrounding
area in its first evacuation
order for the Yemeni capi-
tal since the war flared up
again.

After a series of strikes
on the kingdom’s airports
and energy sites, the coali-
tion’s spokesperson said
people should leave an oil
facility belonging to the Ye-
men Petroleum Company
on the western outskirts of
Sanaa before it was
attacked.

Yemen's capital, Sanaa, since the war escalated again. arp

An AFP correspondent
in Sanaa reported hearing
an explosion, while a
breaking news alert on the
Houthi-athliated Al-Masi-
rah TV channel said “Saudi
aggression targets the oil

company in AlSabaha,
west of Sanaa”.

The Saudi-led coalition
1s yet to confirm the report-
ed strike.

Swiftly responding to
the earlier coalition warn-

ing, the Houthis had issued
a threat to target Rivadh's
international airport, a re-
finery, and an Aramco fa-
cility in Dammam if the
strike went ahead.

“The Yemeni Armed
Forces urge all citizens to
immediately evacuate and
move away from targets
that our forces will strike
should the Saudi enemy
target,” military spokesper-
son Yahva Saree wrote on
X, identifying the three
targets.

Saudi Arabia was still
weathering fresh attacks
on Tuesday, with the coali-
tion saying its forces inter-
cepted three drones north
of the kingdom’s capital
Rivadh.

Many countries have is-

accuses Houthis of trying to drive up the oil prices ahead of the US. midterm elections

sued wravel wamnings to
their citizens in Saudi Ara-
bia, most recently France,
which told its citizens to
avoid the airports in Ri-
yadh, Jeddah and Dam-
mam on Tuesday.
Meanwhile, U.S. Presi-
dent Donald Trump on
Tuesday accused Houthi
militants of deliberately
trying to drive up oil prices
ahead of the midterm elec-
tions and wamed that he
would “never forget” their
attacks on Saudi Arabia.
“The Houthis are behav-
ing very badly,” Mr. Trump
wrote in a Truth Social
post, accusing the group of
resuming attacks at Iran's
behest after a period of re-
lative quiet following U.S.
strikes in Yemen last year.
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* LGBTQ - Rights

A PO pant o 3 protest dgainst then Hungary's Prime
Mnster Widor Dvban In Bedapest in Maech 225 uw

Hungary removes
ant-LGBTQ parts
from Orban-era law

Agence France - Presse
BUDAPEST

Humgaran bhwmakers on 1 fed to re

move anti-LGBTQ provisioes
plgredaw adopred under nark
whor Orban

Partiament passed a bill to amend the Law with
119 votes in fvour and S1 votes against, marking
the first sgomihcamt reversal of My, Orbun's curts
targeting the LGBTQ community since pro-EL
Primse Minister Peter Magvar took power in May

Instead of banming the “portraval™ or “promo
toe™ of sexual and gender diversity in content ac-
cessible 10 children, the pew Law will siply sevk
o protect under 185 from material thae can “se
riously impair the child's phvsical, insellectusl,
emotional of moral development™,

Mr. Magvar won a landslide victory in April
ehections, ending a 16-year stretch In power Sor
Mr. Orban.

The Exsropean Usiion welcomed the vote as an
“mmportant sgnal of commitment for our com
mon values™ after Mr. Orban's restrictions were
found 10 be In beeach of EU rules,

Mr. Magvar did oot address LGBETO righns dur-
ing his election campaion, though he has since
strack a friendly tone and Indicated willingness to
revise some Orban-era policies

Bur ahead of the vote on Tuesday, be cast the
planned chamges not 48 2 restoration of rights bus
& stremgrhening of child-peotection rules “regard
less of sexual onentacion”

Mr. Ovban’s Fidese party voued aganst the
amendment, accusing the governmens of “neuter
ing”™ the original law due 1o EU pressure

However, the governing Tisza party has a com
fortable two-thirds majorny, which enabled it to
pass the bill without any opposition support



New hypersonic weapons highlight
arms race on the Korean peninsula

Agence France-Presse
SEOUL

South Korea test-fired its
first homegrown hyper-
sonic missile last week,
days after the North an-
nounced the Al-assisted
launch of an intermediate-
range hypersonic missile.

On its Al-assisted mis-
sile, Pyongvang has said
there was “no way to
avoid” the missile that was
“capable of changing its
flight orbit at a low alti-
tude”. It also said that the
missile’s “wave-like trajec-
tory mode” left South Ko-
rea and Japan unable to
track it effectively.

Hong Min of the Korea
Institute for National Unifi-
cation told AFP the launch

A picture released by North Korea shows the test-firing of a tactical

ballistic missile conducted on Monday. AFP

was “a demonstration of
an entire range of missile
systems”. “It sends a signal
that North Korea has wea-
pons capable of evading in-
terception across different
ranges,” he said.

South Korea called its

missle a “key strategic as-
set capable of changing the
course of the battlefield”.
Its “unpredictable flight
trajectories and over-
whelming speed” could
enable strikes on key stra-

tegic targets and provide a

new deterrence capability
on the peninsula, it said.
The decision for Seoul
to publicly disclose the test
was also a political one,
said Jung Heon-joo, a pu-
blic policy professor at
Yonsei University in Seoul.
“Possessing this hyperson-
ic technology could signal
to potential adversaries
that South Korea has a
range of weapons options
and that attacking it would
not be easy,” he told AFP.
North Korea also fired
multiple ballistic missiles
off its east coast on Mon-
day, with experts saying
the mixed launches may
have been intended to
complicate the ability of
South Korean and U.S. de-
fence systems to respond.
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