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TB SYMPTOMS %4

+ Persistent coqnnfo:
two weeks or more
« Chestpain -

* Shortness of breath -~
* Blood in sputum

As Per Body Part Inlected

« Bone 1B - Pain and tenderness around affected bone area
« Abdomincl TB - abdominal pain, intestinal swelling,
intestinal obstruction

Source: Ministry of Heaith and Family Welfare
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How has the SC strengthened
arrest safeguards?

What makes written groands of arrest mandatory, and what happens if they are not provided?

RENVI

The story so far:
he Supreme Court recently, In

Swgh Deal v Stare

! LR e
hedd that the ivestggating

agency woulkl require permission of the
magistrate to re-arrest the accused after
s previows arrest was held illegal for the
maomn-supply of the grounds of arrest |
writing. It also recommended
departmental action for the neglygent

immhu;ﬂinh' nll"n”ﬂ'l and chs "
1O i the Case,

What governs the communication of
wrosnds of arrest?

The genesis of iInsarming the grounds of
arrest 1o a person flows from the
Constitutional safeguard provided in
Artacle 23 that no person shall be deprived
of his e and personal Bberty except
according to procedure established by
larw. Artiche 2X(2) says that every person
who is arrested and detained in custody
shall be produced belore the nearest
magistrate within a period of 24 hours of
such arrest, excluding the time necessary
for the journey from the place of arrest to
the court of the magistrate, and no such
persom shall be detained In cussody
beyond the said period withou the

authority of 3 magstrate.,

The Constitutional safegusard is
incorporated in Section 50 of the CrifC
(now Section 47 of BNSS), Section 47 of
BNSS casts a duty on the police officer to
communicate the grounds of arrest 10 an
asccused person arrested without &
warrant, However, neither Article 2200 of
the Constitution nor Section 47 of BNSS
specifies the mode of commumicating the
grounds of armest 1o an accused person,

How has the bw evolved?

In Pankaj Bansal v Union of fedia & Ors
(2023), the Supreme Court while dealing
with a case ol ENERR ol Money
Laundering Act, 2000 A) held that
there was o valid redSon as 1o why a
writen copy of the grounds of amest
contld not be provided to the armestee &5 a
standard procedure without any
exception. The court cited two reasons
for It. First, in case the grounds of arress
are orally read out to an accused person,

those arally stated facts coukd be dispused

in & gven case, Second, the acoused
person may seek legal counsel 1 mvail
bail. The court therefore held that
furnishing a copy of written grounds of
arrest 10 an acoused wias mandatory
without exception,

This principle was retterated by the
oourt in Prodvr Purkawastha v. Slate (NCT

of Dethi) (May 2024) while dealing with a
case under the Unlawful Activities
(Prevention) Act, 1967, it held that
communicating the grounds of arrest was
not merely a procedural formaliey but a
vital safeguard with the ultinsate oljective
ol enabling the arrested person o
eflectively consul legal ad and be
prepared o raise objections in the
remand hearing and apply for his/her
baill. Also, any breach of Arvicle 2202)
worthd vitlate the Liwfulness of arrest and
subseguent remand, and emtithe the
person to be set at liberty,

However, in Vilaan Kumar v. State of
Haryana and Another (2025), the court
observed that although the ideal mode of
comumamication of grounds of arvest is o
provide such groumds in writing, there Is
no such statutory requirement o do so.

What did] the court rule in the Rajesh
Mihir Shah case?
The Supreme Court m Rajesh Mihir Shah
v Stade of Maharadhtra and Another (20025)
held that the comstitutional mandate of
informing the arrestee of the grounds of
arre mandatocy in all offences under
statutes, including offences under the
[PC (mow BNS), Second, the grounds of
arrest must be communicased In wrking
to the arrestee in the anguage heshe
unclerstands. Third, in cases where the

arvestmg officer is unable 10 communicase
the grounds of arrest in writing on or
SOON alter arvest, it needs 10 be done
arally. The sasd grounds of arrest are 10 be
commumicated In writing within a
reasomsable time and in any case ot Jeast
two hours prior 10 production of the
arvestee for remand proceedings befare
the magistrate. Fourth, in case of
noa-compliance, the arrest and
subsequent remand would be rendered

ilbegal.

What are the conseguences?

The court in the Aeskarun oot Simgeh Denl
{supra) case sald thae of the 10 stll needs
10 re-arrest an accused for custodal
interrogation during mvestgition, the 1O
has 1o hile an appication befare the
concerned magistrate lor custody, stating
the reasons.

The 10 would also need 10 explain the
reasons for non-supply of the grounds of
arvest to the acoused. However, the
applicatson coukd be filed only after
furnishing the grounds of arrest o the
accusecl. Also, the application must have
the endorsement of the mmmedate
superior autharity. It is only after the
recespt of such appication that the
magstrae shall deckde the same
expeditiously

Second, the mvestyuition of the case
shall be handed over 1o another officer by
the superior authority, and he shall akso
direct departmental enquiry for the
senous lapse of not providing the grounds
of arvest i writing o the accused

Adclitionally, the High Conirt meay direct
payment of compensation as part of the
public law remexly for the violation of
Artiche 22.2) of the Constitution, with
Iiberty to the accused to avall his remedy
under the private cvil law
(K. Vi & a former 1PS officer)

THE GIST

w

The Supreme Court ruied that
Brownds of amest must be
communcabed i wnling, n 4
language the accused
understands, at least two
hoars twdore o= ad
procesdings

w

IF ety sadepuard 15 wiclated,
re-arest reqQuarnes the
Magstrale’s permesion. The
court ako called for » change
of irvestigating offcer and 3
departmental nguiry nito the
lapne

Youlube Homework

Article 20, 21, 22
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JETAd A ATHATE! sa- dTet Sie 3Rl (10)  faers for T o arie fingar foru o st =t firgardt & stmam s
fervrftar shTdars e 37T ATet o Stiw sfeshil 1 siee i of gl iR, o a1 Hfem T 1Tese 22 3T € BNSS il 41 47
fawrfar & T T8 Fdl & o 3t &1 firgard &1 smam form aftes (difiaes

a1 farfaa) @ gf=rd foran sy
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* T Y TawiEa gAT 82 4 meﬁﬁaﬁéﬁwmw?

*  Uohd ST FATH WA WY U 317 (2023): 9 3e fHamor @
(PMLA), 2002 % U HTH 3t §dTs s grafm g 4| 47 56’057,

ST R T S A v e & o R el e 35 s v A Y O ;
w9 ¥ 7RI 1 el = sron 6 ferftga sfd =11 7 € st s1ererd | * IPC (39 BNS) afed @l &A1 & ded TRear saft =1 R

fafer 1me &1 HERTg U9 TF 377 (2025) 5 g5fta &h1é 4

39 a1 FHIT FqTU: WWW@@WW(MandatQ%WW
o Ife fiftgs w9 F FROT FGTC 19 &, 91 37 7 e g gehar 2 Ffart 2
o At Safth A 9 % forg st 7eg o el gafery, sErerd o figart & smur foflad & 3 3a v | fou s =nfe S
3 fomr Tt 31uane & fefiga smuam 2ar safaamt s feam 3T F9aT 2l
* e QRTIAEY FATH T (TAHTET faeetl) (73 2024): T *  Ife fiRwar & aren sfeswrl 9id fofaa 4 34 4 semd 2, a1 9
M)W(UAPA) 1967 % d&d HHA T fa=r Hifgeh &9 9 94T Gohd &, ifehd [0S FHEae! § & 3 6HH 2
Fd BU AT A el o et s srer fofiad # a1 e o He uge ferfaa ufa d@ivt 2
it Sfsham T 2, dfcsh U Hecayul JLar 39T 2| $aeh1 327 o afe 38 Frem w1 arer 2 o st 2, dt fiegard oii sees ame
AT =l 1T FeTe oA 371 e gars 41 s anfeen 7 7o &1 foig =l sraer wr=T S|
1 W+ § &9 ST 2

o TaE™ FUR FATH FRATON ST (2025): T A THT F F@fy
ferfiaa o STTUT 31 Had Sieat aiish @, TR UHT i 6l i3 9T
(Statutory) srfaardar 48t 21
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THE TIUTTH F49T 82

o AT TREaH (Re-arrest): 3fe sii= et (10) &t 3mdt 9

feted | qsars i Srawaedr 2, a1 30 FROM FH oo

Heiferd HiSge o THe AT SR A1 8T

@ Fd 8

o ITd: IdeT 34 U UBd ARHT &1 forftaa § gt &1 st g3 2
ATeIe T aRE AfereRr * Earery/THIeT g1 A 2
* ST ST FEATAOT: HIHCA ol STiel 6L SAfersml i @it strorft 37z 2t

AR & Raems fawrfia st & 3tresr fou s

*  HATANAT: BISHIC HToda 22 % Iocia o 70 difed i AT & 1

4891 ¢ gehaT B
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A split verdict, faltering remedies and people’s power

India was faced with a challenge wo the
2023 Law governing the appolmment of the
Chied Election Commtssiones (CEC) and Blectio
Commuissoners (EUs), On Sepsember 23, 20006,
e Court delivered & splt verdict. Justice
Diguanbaer Duatts heddd that, sescw o Constitution
m Rasrvaermas! (2023) haed sertthend 1)
constiutional pasiion oo mechandsm for
sedocting the CEC and the' ECs, the challenge i
the 2023 Act meeded 10 be examined in e of
the principles laid down i that judgment. The
Sararmwal approach i siple sl
straighrionward: a committew with executive
predomesince Cannol be entrssted with selecting
impartial umpdres such as the CEC and the ECs. A
theee-member commimer comprising the Prime
Mineter and another Uniion Minister ceary
demonstrates sach executive predominamoe

Thernefore, the brw governing the selection and
appotntment of Bw CEC snd the BCs st
consclonsdy avokd thasw vices. Justice Satidh
Chandra Shamua, however, heldd that, given the
imporance of the Issoes lnvolved, the case
should be referred 10 a larger Constinasion Bench.
After debvenng separate and divergent opimons,
the judges also passed a common order
wapressng thaew desiow for an expeditions hearing
of the casw by a Comstitution Bench,

Kaleeswaram Ra)

A lawyer who spaed
n wpport of the

s nw
G A,
Iy _k'rl‘ "habix

There will be a burther deday
The nes result of the present oeder s that a
decitdon on the validry of the legidation
poverning the appoimtment of the CELC and the
ECs will takee further time. A statute thee is, on the
Bacw of i1, Slegitimse and unconstitutioesd will
Bsrvw an entended lifespan solely becinse of tw
reference ordered on the bask of Justice Saesh
Chandra Shanma’'s oplimion. This Bw, as it s now
evident, envisages a Prime Minister's Comuminee
to sebect the CEC and the ECs, with the Prime
Minster and the Cabinet Minisser chosen by bim
formieg two-thinds of the Commitiew, making the
Oppesition leader s prvsence merely cenamental
Haal this Besch strock dowm the controversial
law on Its own, & would have radically altered
Indla's clectoral and padiclal hestory, peetioulacty
ot 2 time when people at Barge are soepecal of
electoral institutions and the electoral process
oot didd ot huppens. The gitinacy of the 2003
liew sendd the decisions of the Commission ane now

Aaver Theakew
Uerscores the
Hmits of Judicial
Intersention
axl the
endluring pomer
ol peopie’s
MOACITCIES 1O
defend the
omstination

beragl questiomeed by Opposition parties and
others, Bchuding the Cockroach Jama Party (0P,
Prosests are mounsing across the country, with

y poeopie caling for the resgnation of the
Election Commssioner, Gyanesh Kumar

impact

ermand hee & strong moesd Tuss. However,
g s individusd slone cannot peovide a
ranent soluthon 1o systemic aws. The Coun
Baas fadled 10 ke up the Ssoe 0 me, and the
present orcer referring the master to 2 binger
Bench m De. Jaya Thakur will, in effecy, amount o
an institutioess] confession of this Galure. Thw
statuie that overturss the Baraorml primcgplde sl
gramss the CEC s the BCs lifelorgg immumsty ke
their aces and words while in the ofhoe, needs w0
be repealed. A fresh Bw thae Incorporates the
principle of 2 neutral body selecting the CEC and
the BCs, thereby emstirmg neweral umpires in the
Commisdon, should be put in place. & is equally
Enporant 4o revisil the comtroversial revision of
ehectoral rols and undo s cossaguesoes.

The order In Dr. byva Thakar consalns certain
poditical and moral lessors. Although It does not
dockde the challenge, some of estice Dana’s
observamons are sgnificant. The udpe quosed Dr
B E. Ambedkar's speech of October 25, 195 "We
abay Sead that the Goswermnesst servants sv
lluencing the dlections & lvour of the pany
whach is fowchigl tharm send their dependents. No
less 2 personality than Dr, Shyama Prasad
Mukherice, at the Inaugural sesdon of the
artya ban Sangh at Del recently, openly
charged the Government servants of hedping the
Congress and therety nullfying the elections
Eom being lree and Giir. ... W Parlsamentaey
Desstocracy Eails i this country and & is bound 1o
Ll for the reasons mentoned by me, the only
result will be rebedlion, anarchy and
Communisn”™.

History maggnifes and mverts reafity, inmviting
the ruling dispensation, which claims the legacy
of Shyame Prasad Mubkdwer e, 10 confront its own
medrror image. Tockey, senid mstitutional captume
andd what is described as contrally cechestratnd
mss dsenfiachisemens, Dr. Ambedicr’s
warning Is all the moee releviet.

The sphe judgment has become controvensad
for ancther reason as well, The Bact that Justoe
Satish Chaandes Sharmma's son has served as an
ermpanelled standieg cournsel foe e Elaction

Comunisson bufoew the Macdina Pradesh Hgh
Court rakses the possibilty of 2 confice of
nierest,

The Judee’s Rdlure o disciose this assockhition
at any potnt has invited speculation sbout the
mpartiafity of the adjudhcative process, Thes
shdters the moral sesd even ligal foundation of
hessticw Sharssi s oeder refirring the mutler 10 &
Comstitution Bench, therelny Sether delaying »
decision on the cse. Recently, petiions bave
been fad In the Court for recalling and nuliiving
hetice Sharmer's order. In Bupa Ashok Murra v
Aghok Hurra Q00OQ), a Construmion Bench had
adicaned ot Sriberw om the peet of 4 juckse 10
Bachosw Bis comnection with the subject-master o
the parties wouk] vitiee the e,
warranting a revisit.

The Bangalore Principies of Judiclal Comduct
state that "2 judge shall avoid improprety and
the appearamce of impeopriesy in ol of the
padge’s activities™. They also stipubsie that "
padge shall ot participuie in the determanataon of
a case in which amy sermiber of the judge's By
represenss a lieggant or ks assockned o any
manner with the case”™. The Resatemen of
Valoes of Jodicladl Lire, adopted by the Court in
May 19497, contams simikar probibitions.

Beyond the courts

N, hack o the 2003 Brw. As e country's
hstory hus shown, poliscal struggies can haw a
Lrger dimension than padiclal proceadings. As
regarding the draconian Sws, the Terrorkst and
Dasruptve Activities (Prevention) Act CTADA) was
allowed 10 lagee and the Prevention of Terronsm
Act (POTA) waes repealied by the Centre, even
though thery Bad sarlier receivid the Court's
oo settiend

The Natlonal Emerngency (2975 77) was upheid
by the Court i judgmems, Including the
Btamous ADM Eibalpur case (1976), which
wpbeld the sispersion of fumdamemtal nghes
Ultimatedy, the people vooed Mrs. Gandhi's
rogionw ot of power in the subsequent slection.
Likewise, the comtroversial Garm Liws werw
ropealed by Parliament in 2003 foBowing ssesive
protests.

In shoet, a political and mocal reading of the
split verchct in Dv: Joya Thakur takes us beyond
the Court 10 recognise the Constimution s potential
for survivad through pesceful people s

maAv T iis.
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Many youth held as SIR protests
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rock capital for fifth straight day

Yomath and student groups march throogth Dedhi esooeted B a L contingent of seourity foroes, desmancing scrapping of
SR, resdgration of CEC Cagmesh Koo, retestaiement of Kot Mot 2s 2 prosest shie: prosesters hove allesed assoult
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Lavpreet Kaw
SEY e

rteers clembed
P-m—- b thcades
sogars peeroed
theowgh the &n of police
aenosncorments, and de
wation buses filled up o
Wedtpsday o lraralreds of
|'1v5< '--‘ Ty ™he vViirets
of coverad iy pins 1he
ywcial intermive svviions
S of ehectomal rols
(hief Bleoum  Cotmines
wormy Lyanvesh bumas
The dth  comsecutive
dny ol dermossr o waw
WiREREY TLEChes by e
bets of e Soudh Corgress
and] thome of the Stindents
Federation of badka arsd the
Democratic Youth Fodera
o of I
Tee Lefl ongn prodes
of on Firow Shah Roadd be
e 2 bepw cormirgre of
police personieed and w
Cury Swoes maosed In o
ool the orosed
Hate chor, padd ey
fte thael, vacale Yo
sadl,” S protesbers shoust
od winke plcands carnied
Py Sah a5 “We are

CJP leaders remanded to five days
custody for going to Jantar Mantar

Lavgweet Ranr

NEN I

Cochrosch baeve Party
) besders Sy s
i Adhvascsh Ranba weow

dbas, P derrorts” and
“Protest, ot shence., b the
Iebiood of demecracy”
The protesters targeied MNr
Kaarow o] opgesed dw 1
o of el Mamae s
LSS ST L Y h‘u‘-‘!j pr
o dw

The staation escabeed
@ pulnw penosiwd bugan
detanugg peoiesters win
o o) The moad, with woey
o beaw buscied o de
termson velidches Proteden
s beteg bestem up
The umber of peaple Je
radned wan not made vl
abde 2 the 2rew of oty W
prem

“We ware Setatoenl, we
were bearen ap esarber o

et Wedeeday retaaradal
mn bwe s 1 padicial
cumaody v alegedly
crrber angd bl Mard ar
area which hue bewn

denctiied o 2 dedgnued

s By bedding us, ey Cany
oo shat s wp Oy peos
ey will oo o Uil
{iyaaeshh Kistowr Pesdgea
ww Wik rmale on e
ol e will e bk
AR, & oty b

Avosmd NN e
. hdan Yourh Con
Srew workers bege 4 wp
arale mah hom ol
ok Netro Statem ™
wards bestar M Car
ryieg purty g and pla
carch, they demuancied W
Rumars resinaton o
ralud dogam againe the
U'rdon grvernmene

"Modi ., po buch o the
e shop” read ooe of e
placands

protest sie. The podoe
regerered two FIRs over
Agatims of trespasa

UL MO eT On
s LA

e marchers nnkaly
sl outsde Pl Chaneld
Nt Soton sl 2 heany
security pemwrce befiee
pricvwchng dong Ashoka
Mo

e march was sopgend
near the Parilenest Soreet
police sathon, where prot
wteny weey detamed and
pushed e bases. A e
lovken] @ g of the wty
ches and comtiud sanmg
shogess s the polor
meved b e the e

A Doy loC s, een
shve barricadeg and the
deplostaere  of Ry
persommel hened the de
morstratoes e letew
standofs, wih prosesiers

resotagg abbempts o de
perse themn and police de
talnkyg thawe whao ™
rmamed om thw rosis

The contisussy demon
wratons derugied
I pans of the New Dellu
durktr on Wedneadhn
Road clowsrwm, huericadem
and pelnctions isspused
o Gacibate security arran
presents ansd coreed the
marche d o congestion
haring the abermoon, e
I8 Cueteipaders e g
sy anl shra tew
g tratts

The SetTeomar st win
canse anexd & walening ©
Che of postests amd deten
s 1 The e « Jl'l‘l
sece Ocrobwr 0, when the
(JF caled hr 2 demormtrs
om apareet MK v Nir. Ko
mar. On Tuesdsyy, men
bers of sveral yousth and
wudere vt bataes held
rmarchen and flah protests
o Bferent locatorn i e
oy
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SC agrees to ‘take care’

of Delhi voters whose
names were removed

Krivhaade Bagagopal

MW iTLn

The Supowaw Cowrt m
Wodsesday agreed o in
lefvene e Ded's voters
Wi rarses avir (hdrend
froem the eecioral roll per
saart o the specid ien
e pevishon UK, and are
ow Hecinely Deing
ki B the Bl thon Coen
mison of Ik (BCT) w0
mieptewesd  thezoaetren
as Besh appiicans by N
g out Form 6 0 resone
thwir sarses on the roll

A Deach bheaded ™
Chieff hasdbcw of Irndas Searyva
Kant wars inbormmed tay ad
vocates Prashuen Bhashan
and Netu Ratle, apypearing
e petiiornTs Argald
Hhardwa) and Ameis Job
. that waters seeling »
resaore thetr rames e e
ing commpeliod by the B
o Ak & dechration that
they bl pever voled e
bore of e Imprsmmens

We are thinkiy o
oty s onder which
will sl care of thes moux”
e O revmas el

“The X1 dhaondkd ether
alrs themn %0 Be Form 8
[fer shibed wolers) o
cresie & e form Aw v
ters dedeten] i e SIK" W
Mhantan adminad e
] e Dl SIR coe
lted on Ociober 30, bad
that woukd be 1o bite
the ladt due S Nig
chirms and objectiomn hx
thw osgieg SR wan O
st dury. The Ohief Rt
st ey the Lave of bea
g Oknober A

The appication hn
ko] the comart o et
the B b0 Iradse & appro
priane e humisen for res
toranion W heston of Seder
od voters wihowe borcing
thwen 1o apply ax Bt tirse
dets

‘Fumdamental ssomady”
Forme 6, prencribed under
thw Repestrataon of Eocton
Rubes of 190 regures e
ery appihcam w affem thae
they are “appiying & In
chadon i the ehaciorad ooll
or e Pt Beee ™
Darag e cTamerathn
phase of the SIR in Delly,
$1.50.720 vlecton, the b
ELTES of the volers wihe
eated poser o the wart of
the SIE. were @uchded

e I
w = shouid ety
Ao them [vimers
sovhorg re e huskon)
o e borm Ner
CPEae 2 howm ke

vy Jdewd A
nthe SIR
PRASMANY "' ‘-
WA AN

L S T

fw

from the deal ol umds
the category of ASIND (Ab
s, Shitedd, Do) o D
plicaie). For any perwos om
the ASTED R, the orly e
chansm hor M 2 i
for hurviryg thetr naswe oes
toeed = the wter It &
theough Form 4

“This creagtes 2 Nindla
mernal aormaly = 20
these peopie were pre
vioeady ensrvdbed om the voo
fer bl Dal e Dow e
uibed » sbmk Form 6
and mabe 3 Oxchmanm
thut they are sevkayl by
s i the clectoral ndl he
the Brsl tese, which s fu
nedly nooerect andd wholh
inapphcable 10 thelr oir
cumrslances.” the applics
on saxd

Funbes. 1t sdd these
peruims woskd become
vinerable %0 pusidiment
for giviegt 4 labe declurs
o ey Secthon) 31 of e
Represeniatam of e Peo
ple Act, S0, which pro
Ve AR IEpTOmETeTE Ax
& lermn whech muy edend
B oo v oF 2 e e
o

The petitan aso polre
o omt thue e adxinions
doclaration form reguired
1o b splerened dorg aih
Foum 6 was wihaae o
force of bew and asast Be
wruck down

e additong dedlura
o foem, pubdshed in de
SR geddelawn d
June HIN:, waa uhw
ipaently modibed 1n the NN
padchne sseed B OO
of S and the May %
paciiines appicabde hw
[ 71

1 sadd that » charixcatam
b the BC) thar the adh
thead dechraion fem
woukd ot by regutond dur
g the nmm S perasd
creates 2 paralhl mwechan
sam Aon the Same [arpose
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BNSS Section 163
Contempt Of Court & Accountability
Fundamental Rights vs Public Order

Suspension of Internet & Essential Services — Anuradha Bhasin — 242

Article 19 (1)

Article 19 (3)

Article 20

Article 21

Article 22

ECI

CEC - EC’s

SIR

RPA 1950 -21(3) /

RPA 1950 - 28 (RER-1960 - 6,7.,8)
RPA 1951 - 29(A)

Conduct of Election Rules 1961 —4(4

orm 26

4

)
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Centre seeks public input

on demographic changes

Home Minkstry's portal invites govt, bodiies, public, NGOs and ‘international bodies” to submie thelr
views on the impact of these dhanges on emplovment, education, healtheare, and local economies

Vigaita Séngh

NEwW LN

he demagraphy pa
I nel set up by the
Mindgstry of Home

Affairs HA) has aunched
a portal to allow govern

ment bodies, members of

the public, NGOs, and even
“Intermacional  organisa
tons” to submit their input
o0 “frequent demographic

changes in the cuun‘ry

preferably post-2011

Ihe portal sad tha
while these changes are
mast visibly comcentrae]
in border districts, their
impact has extended 1o of-
fect urban cemtres, indus-
trisd corridoss, tribad re
glons, and other sockally
and economically senstive
areas, severely impacting
public service delivery, ko
Cal povernance, resosrce
distribution, and social
cohesion,

It sald that these chang
es are “not asributabde to
marmal fertility or martall
ty tremls but are mstead
emerging due 0 external
abnormal Gctors, includ
ing ilegnl lImymigracion, ir
regular population mobill
ty, and administracive
laxiy”

The demography poned portal sxys mpact of chanpes has estended
from Border datricts 1o wban comire. RLE PAOTO

The Mmistry said tha
the npues will help the pa-
ned to analyse and identify
he causes of demographi
changes amd 0 recom-
wend 3 well-organised axl
Tmanent  aperacional
ystemn for the “Segal, Bir,
and time-bound Idencifica
ion, desention, and depor-
on of illegal Immigrams
residing in the country”™.

The portal mandmorily
seeks the mobile phone
oumber, address, and e
madl 1D of the respondenes,
and seeks thewr consent for
the processing of thelr per
sonal data and amalysis of
the Edormation peovided.

The portal - hitps. (de
magraphy.mha.govin
says that the High Level

Committee om Demo-
graphic Changes MLCDO),
chaired by former Su-
preme Court juddge Pra-
kash Prabhakar Naolekar,

wins COmed] O ddpdiee-

10 studdy the “nature, caus
es angConsequences of de-
midTaphic changes being
observed in various pars
of the coumry”

The respondent
bewny Bwvided into o
tepores:  Undon/ sovern
ment . depart-
ments, Anlsanons;
State g ents and Un
fon Terrisory adménistra
tions; civil society organi-
sackons, NGOs, academk
msticutsons, industry and
business associaions, in-
ternational organisations,

have

LA B

anx] think tanks; and indivi
dual crizeng, public repre

sentatives, Frudemts, and
others.

There ag ecight ques
tioes undedithe individisal
ctizenp T representa

pthers Calegyr

+ major demo
rs" observed
ver the past IS
geographical
sponcent is B
such as villag
‘ithes, districts,

regons, o

graphic ch
or studied
years im t
arvas the
miliar wit
s, o
SmesUT
“acruss |

The sarfey seeks views

on the prirgopal drivers be

such a8 enployment, edu-

catom, hedithodre, hous
ing, igrastruglure, public
SerTvice ernironment,

sockl harmony, and local
economies, It also invites
respondents to  Identily
challenges arsing lrom de-
mographic trends, high
light successhid interven
fons by governments,
local bodies or academic
instirurions, and share amy
research, reports, datasets
or other evidence relevant
1o demographic issues.

WT( Leve? (o

o
HLCDC — 26 May

2026

Chairman — Prakash
Prabhakar Naolekar

e Her o

26 ™o
278

)
Pon

——
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153428 cr. cleared
for social assistance

scheme till 2030-31 ~—

Sobhana K, Nalr
NEW DELHI

The Union Cabinet on
Wednesday approved an
outlay of ¥53,428 crore for
the continuation of the Na-
tional Social Assistance
Programme (NSAP) for five
years, from 202627 to
2030-31, It has also re
named the scheme and re
moved the “Indira Gand-
hi® prefix from three
sub-schemes covering old-
age, widow and disability
pensions,

The Cabinet also revised
the eligibility criteria and
assistance rates for disabil
ity pension beneficiaries.

The government state-
ment spoke of “continua-
tion of pension schemes
for old age and widows and
the family benefit scheme
in its existing form". The
decision to lock in the bud-
get for the next five years
has raised questions, with
critics arguing that NSAP is
already inadequate to meet
current  SOCI0-ECONOMIC
realities. Unlike several
other welfare schemes that
use the 2011 Socio-Ecor
nomic and Caste Census
(SECC) data to identily be-
neficiaries, NSAP caps the
beneficiary base for its
three pension schemes at
3.09 crore,

Gove, announces the
renaming of NSAP
as Pradhan Mantri
Samajik Sahavata
Yojana

“Realising Rights: A
Handbook of Welfare in In
dia”, published by Azim
Premji University, notes
that since this ceiling is
“neither defined by admi
nistrative capacity nor the
actual number of eligible
rights holders, eligibility as
determined in the guide-
lines does not translate in
w0 an entitlement in
pracuce”.

Rajendran Narayanan,
Associate Professor at
Azim Premji  University
sald the decision over-
looked the need for pen-
ston outlays to keep pace
with demographic changes
and inflation. “The deci-
sion appears to assume
that the number of beneh
ciaries will remain static.
Even for the existing benef
iciary base, a back-of-the-
envelope calculation using
a 5% inflation rate shows
that 55698 crore would
be required,” he said.

The government also
said that NSAP will be re
named the Pradhan Mantri
Samajik Sahayata Yojana.

PM-AJAY
PM-DDKY
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ASSesS resource
availability for data
centres: NI'l'1 Aayog —

Jacob Koshy

NEW DELHI

An evaluation framework
jointly developed by the
NITI Aavog and Deloitte In-
dia calls for data centre ap
provalks to be linked to ver-
ified availability of
edectricity, water and other
infrastructure, while re-
quiring States to assess the
projects’ economic bene-
fits against the public sup
port they receive.

The document, made
public on Wednesday,
comes amid the rapid ex-
pansion of India's data
centre industry. India had
271 data centres as of Janu-
ary 2026, according to a
February report by the
Council on Energy, Envi-
ronment and Water.

The installed capacity of
these data centres stood at
about 1.57 gigawatts (GW)
in August 2026, according
to the Union government.
Industry estimates project
that such capacity could
reach i S-L.5 GW by 2030,

The expansion of data
centres has triggered local
opposition over the water,
electricity and land they
will require,

The NITI framework
proposes  moving  from
project-by-project  appro-
vals to planning for entire

The NITI framework
requires assessment
of projects’ economic
benefits against
public support

infrastructure corridors. It
calls for States to prepare
20-30-year seasonal assess-
ments of water availability,
protect existing users, and
ensure developers fund
grid assets built exclusively
for their projects.

States must pitch eco-
nomic benefts after ac-
counting for land, infras-
tructure, utiliny
concessions.  Incentives
could be tied to measura-
ble outcomes, including
employment, renewable
energy use, efficiency and
local procurement, the
document noted.

A “five-pillar framework’
also covers environmental
safeguards, climate risks,
and governance. It propos
es a central audit mechan-
ism, with the Ministry of
Electronics and Informa-
tion Technology as the no
dal Ministry,

The presentation does
not say whether the frame-
work has been formally
adopted or whether its re
commendations will be
binding on States.

X
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No order yet on extra 50 daif—s
of work for FRA title holders

Adivasis were entitled to additgonal work under MGNREGA: VB-G RAM G Act, which guarantees
125 days of emplovment per household in a year, has no tier for beneficiaries of Forest Rights Act

Sobhana K. Nair

NEW DELHI

noertainty  conti-
mues for Adivasi
households hold-

ing Forest Rights Act (FRA)
tithes, who were entitled
under the Mahatma Gand-
hi National Rural Employ
ment  Guarantee  Act
(MGNREGA) 10 an adds-
tional 50 days of work over
and above the 100-day an-
nual guarantee under the
UPA-era law, The new rural
employvment programme,
the Viksit Bharat-Guaran
tee for Rozgar and Ajeevika
Mission (Gramin) Act
(VB-G RAM G), which was
rolled out on July 1, is yet to
issue a notification clarify-
ing the status of this
entithement.

In a reply dated October
6 to an application under
the Right to Information
Act filed by Chakkradhar
Buddha ol the National
Campaign for  People’s
Right o Information
(NCPRI), the Rural Deve-
lopment Ministry said that
“no separate order, circu-
&r or guidedine prescribing
any additonal wage em-
plovment entitlement for
FRA title holders under
VB-G RAM G has been is-
sued as on date”.

The VB-G RAM G Act,
2025, guarantees 125 days

of wage emplovment per
rural household in a finan
cial vear. It has no separate
tier for FRA title holders,
Section 5(4) states that the
Centre or a State govern-
ment may provide work
beyond the guaranteed
days within the limits of its
economic capacity. The
provision is discretionary
and names no specific
group. Section 7 allows the
Centre, on a State's recom-
mendation, to grant relaxa-
tions during natural cakam-
ities, including enhanced
wage-employment
provisioning.

In the absence of such a
notibcation, uncertainty
continues over whether
Adivasi households hold-
ing FRA titles will receive
only 125 days of guaran-
teed employment, on a pat

L aeew
In the absence of a notification, uncertainty continwes over work
opportumities for Adivasi households haolding FRA titles, FILE »OT0

with other beneficiaries
across the country, or 175
days, including the addi-
tional 50 days of employ
ment available to them un-
der MGNREGA.

Sources in the Ministry
said the government would
shortly be issuing a notifi-
cation approving an addi-
tional 50 days of work.

“As there are six more
months still available in the
fnancial year, FRA benehi-
claries can easily avail of
the additional 50 days any-
time during this period al-
ter completing 125 days.” a
senior  Ministry  ofhicial
said.

Under MGNREGA, the
additional entitlement be-
gan only in January 2084,
An additional 50 days of
guaranteed work had Arst
been  introduced for

drought-prone areas in
2012 Even during the UPA
regime, it took at least two
vears of deliberations with-
in the government before
the additonal guaranteed
work was approved,

The implementation of
this additional entitlememt
has also remained patchy.
Andhra Pradesh is the only
State that performed well.

Data available with the
Union Rural Development
that under MGNREGA, on
Iy 15% of the 4 lakh house-
holds eligible for 150 days
of work availed themselves
of the beneht. Odisha had
the highest number of re
gistered households
3,72,089, of which 71,696
availed themselves of the
additional days.

Chhattisgarh had
3,20,651 registered house-
holds and 36,716 benefici-
aries; Madhva Pradesh had
221,674 registered house-
holds and 29,065 benefici-
artes; Andhra Pradesh had
1,70.851 registered house-
holds and 36,008 benehci
artes; Tripura had 1,08 532
registered households and
22,251 benehclartes; and
Maharashtra had 96,559
registered households and
8,063 benehciaries. These
six States account lor 12.9
lakh of the registered
households.
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Bauxite mining proposal in Odisha’s Balda
hills threatens future of rare ground gecko

Divya Gandhi
BENGALURL

In the crevices of boulders
and beneath the rustle of
leaf litter in the hills of the
Eastern Ghats in Odisha
and Andhra Pradesh lives a
tiny population of the strik-
ingly-patterned  Jeypore
ground gecko, which was
presumed extinct for 130
years until it was redisco-
vered in 2010.

Just four individuals of
this endangered species
have been documented in
the past year in Odisha's
Balda hills, worryingly,
within the site of a pro-
posed bauxite mining pro-
ject by an Adani-linked
group.

The nocturnal gecko,
some 3.6 inches long, with
a comparatively large
head, and a yellow-orange
body, was originally docu-
mented in IS78 by the Brit-

-’
S5 » F & at r4°

Facing oblivion: The Jeypore ground gecko was presumed extinct
for 130 years untidl it was rediscovered in 2010, SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

ish naturalist Richard Hen-
ry Beddome, More than a
century later, in 2010, her-
petologists Ishan Agarwal
and Aniruddha Datta-Roy
rediscovered a specimen in
Odisha's Koraput district.
Later, there were more
sightings: one in 2025, and
three this year, including
one this month. The geck-
0's behaviour, habits and li-

fecycle continue to elude
SCIRNISLS,

What s known, howev-
er, is that its habitat is fast
shrinking. In fact, the habi-
tat where it was first sight-
ed in the I1870s, Potangi in
Odisha, has already been
lost to bauxite mining by
the National Aluminium
Company Limited (NAL-
CO), where the animal is

believed to be now extinct.
And today, the spectre
of Adani’s opencast baux-
ite mine proposal, cover-
ing 147 hectares of forest in
the Balda hills, within the
Nageswari reserve forest,
threatens the future of this
vulnerable species.

Adivasi uprising

The bauxite mining project
has also been the site of
much contention among
resident Adivasis of the Na-
geswarl reserve forest,
who have protested the
proposal for the past two
vears. The Bondo and Por-
Ja Adivasis, whose ances-
tral land this is, lodged a
complaint against the Ada-
ni-subsidiary Kalinga Alu-
mina Lid. in February, but
1o no avail,

“The communities have
also applied for forest
rights over the hill, which
the government has re

fused to recognise,” natu-
ralist Yuvan Aves told The
Hindu. “There was a de-
monstration earlier this
month too, and when the
Adani group flew drones to

scope the area, the ,\dlmﬁ
people stopped the exel-
cise, asserting that this is
their ancestral land.”

Mr. Agarwal said that
the gecko is "an ecological
ly and biogeographically
significant species having
split from its closest rela-
tives over 20 million years
ago.” This is a relatively
range-restricted  species
that is only found in high-
elevation (900-1,400
metres) forests in the East
ern Ghats, "Anything that
threatens their habitat is
the major risk. Coffee
(though we don't under
stand to what extent|, hy-
del, mining are all poten-
tial threats,” he wld The
Hindu.



Jeypore Ground Gecko

Gl HTE & Iod Uad 1 ST (Eastern Ghats): I8 ISITid 3TfS9m 3T
3Ty YT | gt = i weifedi & I=9-F4m A (900—1,400 H1eT) SiTett o
qT$ SATeft 21

e vy T (Specific Locations):

° WW (Balda Hills): e %Wﬁ'ﬁ (Koraput district)
T qrradl 3TRfed a9 (Nageswari reserve forest) & 3iaTid slTeel qgﬁ?ﬁff
SEhl HiS[eTt 3t 1 713 2| _

* QI (Potangi): TSI o Greift & O «ff 38 9= Uget @1 747 91

° mﬁm JATATH (Habitat Traits): 92 ekl ﬂ%‘l’—ﬁ/‘lﬂlﬁ it (crevices
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Old doubts linger, yet new Microsoft
quantum chip raises the stakes
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Wrfaehl (Physics) H: HAET B (Majorana Fermi

o fasm 3 Fgfdn %aﬁa "Majorana 1" (ﬂm NEIRER!
ifeehT % qaa E—

*  QITHTST: HAT BHAE QEEQHT T HeR 0T (elementary
particle) & ST ¥ad hT &1 UTd-hUT (antiparticle) ral
@rst i STFTERO 1937 | Zarerd! Hifdes fagrt vei =
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*  FdTeh/FIeH Eﬁcﬂcﬁ"‘l QISR (Microsoft) 371 377 I
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(topological quasiparticles) 9T AR EETY]
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India’s China+1 lessons lie within its own States

on't ook @ India - ook at

what's happerang with specific

States.” a veteran lnvessor sokd

these writers in one of S0
mierviews with sesuor Industry executives,
policymakers and experts for a 2026 studly ot the
Eaet Asdan Instimute on how ghobal Hirms e
reworking their Chinasl plans,

However, the national comversation tends (o
run the other way. Every few momths, someone
advises Indla to stady Vietnam's industrial parks,
Mexico's nearshoring or Poland's supply chains.
Meanwhile, two Instructive case studies sit right
at bome - im Tamil Nadu and Karmataka. Global
firms do not choose “India”™ as 2 homogenous
monolithic edifice. They choose a State, and with
1, the Landd, power supply, approsads, workers
and suppliers,

Two States, their approaches

At Sriperumbuadur, near Chennad, Foxconn
emphovs tens of thousands of people assembling
Phones. Tata Electranics has expanded at Hosur.
In Jamuary 2026, the Cemtre approved projects in
Tasnil Nadu under its Electrooscs Components
Manuficturing Scheme (ECMS), inchuding
mobile-phone enclosure urses by Yuzhan
Technology, & Foxconn-linked Srm, and Tata
Electrondcs. These are comnmitmenes rather than
finished factories, but they rellect the advantages
of an Industrial ecosystem that has taken decades
10 b,

None of this began with China+1. Tams Nadu
vested in technical education, buik an
autoenobile and components indusery around
Chenmai, and devedoped the suppiliers, skills and
admunistrative experience that new
mamulacturers Jook for, Several investoes wold us
that policy continuity Is essential and thae
comenitments mast be homoured regardiess of
political turmover, That is now being tested
following the change of government in Tamd
Nadu in May 2026, One academic respondent
argued that Tamidl Nadu would have done well
irespective of China. its industrial hase 100k four
or five decades 10 buikl; no ansouncement of an
mdustrial park or round of subsidies can conjure

I".5. Seinivas

Yaing Reseadh
Professor ot the Tant
Az mitute,
Nationa| Uniwersiny

of Singapore

Anisha Sircar

Naon-RAesdert Fellom
o the East Asan
Instinue,

Natorna Urresrsty
of Srgapare

arveataka and

\v"‘l()rnl Nadu are
adng

examples of
how Induserial
COOSVSICIMS
atrract global
manulacturers

that up. Karmataka followed a differesn pach,
Bengalura began with software and engineenng
talent, and not Chenmal’s autamaobile base.
Foxoonn's J00-acre campus at Devanahalh,
where women repostedly form about 80% of the
workforoe, aims to create around 50,000 jobs.
Tt Electronics took over Wistran's iPhose plant
# Narsapura, in a deal agreed i kate 2023, and
has grown rapidly since

Tamdl Nadu Baces limits in land, power anx!
labomar, and relies on migramt workers from the
northern and central States. [t is now seeking to
move beyond labour intensive assembly sowards
moee capital-anensive manufactureyg axd
innovacion-led expaorts.

National policy, State-level delivery
Natiomal incentives are integral, oo, One
manulacturer explained the combined effect of
tarifls amx production-linked incentives (PLID: *If
the duty Is 20 per cent and 1 get a PLI of 6 per
CenL, compretinors canmot compete with me, This
is working right here” The PLI scheme for
larpescale ddectronics manufacturing ended on
March 31, 20026, and the Cabinet approved a
successor on July 15, In Jassary, the Cemtre
deared 22 proposalks under the ECMS, warth
3LSET crove and expecied 1o create 33,799 direct
Jobs across eght States. The Centre describes this
spread s “geographically balanced mdustrial
growth™. In March, the Cabinet approved casing
Press Note 3, which ineraduced curbs in 2000 on
investment from countries sharing a land border
with Indis. These measures help attract
investment, but whether that investmens takes
rool depends on what individual States can offer,
The factory still has to come up somewhere,

Sull, Tamil Nadu ranks caly ith in the
Department for Promotion of Industry and
Intervaal Tracke's (DPIIT) datas on foeekn Grect
investment (FIN) equity inflows Sor October 2019
1o March 2006, accoumnting for about 6%, This is
behind Mabharashtra O, Kamataka Q2re),
Gujarat (05%) and Delhi (10%),

However, DPUT records FIN against the Stage
in whsich the receiving company has s head
office, rather than where the money is spent. So,

the fgures sell us linthe abowe where lactaries are
being built.

Assemnbly Is only the first step. One electronics
executive told us that “very few components are
manufactured In Inda” and that there Is still 2
*huge relsince on China for magor parts and
supply chains™, Backward linkages remnan thin,
Ancother respondent said his firm had st a
hilkon-dollar target o sourcing = India bant, after
two or three years, had masaged 1o source
“abonnt 600 million oun of that™. Such ecosystems
cannot be built in 2 husry: *Value addition s a
process which takes time - 1 & a fouro-five-year
process.”

Edecrranics expants touched about $48 billion
n 200526, while imports stoox] at about $16
bilkon, Although export growth is impressive, the
trade gap suggests that India still has considerable
ground 1o cover In camponent mansiacturing.
One executive described the exports &
“mssembled products with 20 per cent Imputs In
India®.

India's industrial divide

Concentration also carries risks. One respondent
said growth is “Targely happening n the southern
and western parts, not o the most

Staves such as Bihar, Chihamisgarh anx)
Jharkhand™,

Spreading subsidies thinly will mot, by isell,
replicate Tamil Nadu's supplier networks or
Karnataka's techmical lbour pool. The key
questions are what these States did 1o prepare
kand, train workers, chear approvals, nurture
suppliers and retain invessars, and which of these
measures can be replicated, and what rests on
decades of acoamulated capacy.

Ieclia’s China1 debate keeps looking abrosd
for a model, even as some of the most Isructive
Gactoeies huve been coming up all aloog on the
outskirts of Chennal and Benygaluru.

This arficie dease on 50 inderviews o e EA Specaal Report,
Db, Ohinn, o the Uhvor 1 Somstapies of Gl Fivms™
Capternbyer A0 aod on U5, Srveres, Prask X Meke ond Adrd
Schipde, “Taalie, O and the Clwia+ | Sy, Globnad Podivy
LDs)



Govt. to roll out BS-VII norms

for new cars from April 2029

The Ministry of Road Transport and Highways
(MoRTH) is planning to roll out stricter BS-VII
emission standards for new cars and SUVs from
April 1, 2029, according to a draft gazette
notification. The ministry said in an October 12
draft notification that it will implement all new

norms in three phases spanning 6 years from
April 2029 to April 2035. e
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Houthis vow more strikes on Saudi

airports, oil sites after Aramco hit

An attack on Aramcos Dhahran headguarters reportedly caused a blaze spreading across several floors; the group savs its
strikes on legitimate targets’ are a retaliation for Saudi attacks on Yemen and the kingdom's support for Yemeni govt. forces

Reuters
RIVADH/DUBAI

emen's Houthis
Yl:\mar Allah)

vowed on Wednes
day 10 press on with a-
tacks on alrports and oil fa
cllitles in Saudi Arabla, a
day after a strike that
sources said caused exten-
sive damage to the head-
quarters of oil giant Saudi
Aramoo.

The Houthis said the
threatened locations were
legitimate targets and de-
scribed their attacks as re-
taliation lor Saudi strikes
on Yemen, threatening to
escalate a contlict reignited
by the U.S.Iran confronta
tion in the Gulf

Critical strilue: The e adguanters of Saudi Aramco o Dhahran

- o R

Saudi Arabia, before it was attacked on Tuesday nght. Rturees

Saudi Arabla has faced
widening Howthi strikes
over the past week, inchxd
ing an attack on King Kha-
Iid International Airport in
Rivadh on Saturday that

Killed 13 people.

Tuesday nmight's amack
on Saudi Aramco’s base In
the eastern city of Dhahran
caused a fire that spread
acrass several floors, three

people with knowledge ol
the matter told Reuters.

The Saudi Enengy Ministry
had said the strike caused a
Mmived fire.

Operations at Aramco
were continuing normally,
with employees working
from home, according to
two of the sources,

The escalating conllict
has dealt a blow o Saudi
Crown Prince Mohammed
bin Salman’s ambitious
plans to transform and di-
versify the Saudi economy
and reduce its relsance on
oll.

The Houthis say they
have been retabating for
the kingdoms backing ol
Yemeni government forces
in the Yemen war that res-

tarted last month.

The Saudi-ded coalition
sald it had imercepred a
ballistic missile fired by the
Houthis towards Riyadh on
Wednesday, and several
loud booms were heard in
the Saudi capital,

Saudl authorities earlier
issued an alert for a possi-
ble aerial threat in Rivadh
on Wednesday before the
warning was lifted, a wit-
ness said,

In their statement on
Wednesday, the Houthis
said they had launched bal-
listic missiles, crulse mis:
siles and dromnes at the Sau-
di Aramco facilities
Dhalwan, Riyadh alrport
and an Aramco refinery in
Rivadlh,
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Saudi Arabia’s

. y - -
Oil Routes g R 3

OEm"\mh(th«sianM SRALL RAL
To the east of Saudi Arabsa is the o

Persian Guil, from where s oil goes JORDAN "M
to the Gui of Oman and then the ’ *Sakakah
Arabian Sea, 10 reach its major od : Tabuk -
consumers in Asia. Strait of Hormuz & Khatji &
links the Persian Gulf and the Guf of * Duba Rl Jaball
Oman. Thes route is disrupted because
of the Irarsan and US blockades

% trait of | ormmuz
. ~

(Y : .'"' ‘o | Gulf of
€) Western route (via Red Sea) ” . 4 Oman
Saud Arabea, thus, is dependent
more heawly than usual on its western
coast, where its ships can enter the
Red Sea, cross the Bab-el-Mandeb to
reach the Gulf of Aden. and continue
out into the Arabian Sea It is ths SUDAN
route That the Houthss threaten

O Land pipeline (east to Yanbu)

Saudi Arabia has a land pipeline to 'y M
bring oil from the east to the port of
Yanbu in the west. This pipeline has
50 Deen damaged in the recem

Bad ol Manded

Arabian Sea

fighting “"',‘dcllﬁ /
ETHIOPIA S~
w—p (20T oA et T
—p NI SR L e Addis Abat SOMALIA
e Land plosiing (st & Yt A
X Dunpted / twsstennd 0 2% s® ™
—— ——

W Kay location Kioretrey




The New Yalu River Bridge conneces China's Dandong dty
with North Konea's Sinuiju. stuTees

ina-North Korea
bridge will open
I a decade late

Amociated Press |
BENING PRSSSR 1972 Line

A new bridge Enking China and North Korea is set
o open on Thursday afler maore than a decade of
delay in the latest sign of Gaser tees between the / ,

[WO Couneries,

The official Chinese news agency Xinhua re- \‘ |
portex] on Wednesday that both sides will hold a ' ;
ceremony for the launch of the New Yalu River w ' PAK. ’
Bridge. The fourlane, 3-km bridge willl conngct p \a :
the northeastern Chinese city of ‘
North Korean city of Sigud

The bridge imitally was ex

e 1o efter use

ke by rivers and mountains,” said Chinese Fo-
reign Ministry spokesperson Mao Ning. She added
the bridige is an important *project for conmectiv-
iey™ betwoen the two countries.

The new Bnk s expected to dessen the burden
om an existing yet aging bridge on the Dandong S
ouiju route, nmdlhandesumdnnﬂ)pefomt
of official trade between the two countries.

The beidige’s opening comes about a month al-
ter North Korea and Russia opened a -km road
bridge over the Tumen River as part of thedr ef
forts to cement relations.

Western China Population

-Xinjiang-

Line ,

North China
Plain Jnane

® xian .Zhlw k |
hina Proper ™" S
Wuhane ANGZ O -

165
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Trump says oil, mineral exploration in Greenland is set to begin; it’s not that simp

Associated Press

LS President  Donald
Tromp sabd “massive™ oll,
ga= and mineral explora-
thom &= set 50 begin in “our
mew atd Desatifid Groen-
Landd © wsarly Wedlnesalay.

I owas st immedianely
clear whae exploration or
devedopments the US. Pre-
et was referrimg %0 in
his socila medien post, and
Greenkand is 2 sell-govern-
ing terrhory of Denmark,
rather than a past of the
Lnited Stvtes,

Mr Trump posted on
his Truth Social platform
following a  campakm
event on Tuesday in Wasd
b, Alaska, o stump kor Re
publicam ULS. Sem. Dan Sud-
Ivan as he seeks hos chird
ferm S0 represent the stise
m s viection ageest De-

mocratic former LLS, con-
gresswoman Mary Peltoks

Ruing eoergy prices - a
rect result of Mr. Trump's
war in ram ~ are creating
werous and sistained b
mancid  lardsbips v
Americas working class
ahesed of the mldierm ol
thes mext momth. M
Trump's oomments on
Wednesday  ae  likely
aimed @ addresing v
ters’ comcerns before they
head 10 the polls.

Harsh comditions

Bt despite Mr. Trump’s
optamism, resource explo-
s and extraction in
Greenlind  has  stymied
companies for decades
thanks to the island's harsh
climene, lack of key infras-
tra ture aend difhcul geol-
oy, Provious effores to ex-

tract so-called rame earth
minerals, as well 28 oil and
gas, have never progressed
beyond the explorsory
Sogre

Mr. Trump's comments
about the Arceie  iskand
cottie less Bhuan a month al
pet he sigmd an agrevesien
wih the leaders of Den-
mark and Greenland 1w
strengthen security in the
Arctic and North At
following months of ten-
shons with NATO albes over
the US, President’s repeat
ed demands to ke comtrol
of the sembanonomous
Damish territory, It does
B0l griakt the LLS. arry spe
clal exploration rights, aa
does phoe some lmits on
vestments by nom-NATO
countries  In | Sraegx
o,

The deal also puved the

Tough st 8o crack: Mamh chmate, Lack of sey irhntncture od
diSout pectogy hinve desssadd rom egioratos m Geemiand 4P

wary for more US bases in
Greenlamd and emasd ten-
shons over Mr. Trump's re
peated calls for Greenkind
oo become part of the Unin-
ed Stames. The agreement
would stll apply # Green-
lowd evertusally chooses in-
depwndence

Mr. Trump bas ex-
pressed his desire %0
quire Greenland sace s
long ago i 2009 and, dur
Ing hes secomd term, issued
theets o setze the terrio-
ry from Denmmark, a NATO
wly.

Repuresentatives of the

lesders of Denmmark and
Greenland did not imme
diately return requests for
comment on Wednesday.,

Rare carth
Groeniland has Lirge depo
sits of the rane eanth mines
s thee are soedend Do sk
evervihing from comgpe
ters and smariphones o
batteries, solar aod wind
techmologies that will pow-
v the trarsition away from
fossll fueds. China cusrently
dominages the work®s sup
ply of these: crtscal mmer
A and the Trump adme
nistration s seeking to
break Beljing's cholehold
on heem

The US. Geologacal Sur
vey has also idenetied ma
jor potential offshore de
posies of of asd natsersl

o

But tapping these re
sonrces could be prohits-
tively difhculi: the rare
carth mineraks are encased
in rock, and the ofihore
off and natural gas deposts
arw covered by Asctic ioe.

Me. Trusg's Truth So
clal post abo outed Grees
land's strategic locasion,
saving thee “from a Securt
ty Purpese in the Defense
annd Offensse of Both the L
it Stmes of America, sl
Eurcpe.” the Island Is “se
cond o none”

"Anmy future attack on
the Unibed States will beree
10 come across Greenlamd,
where our Defesse wil
routinely  knock  down
drones, missiles, or any
other form of weapon not
yver evem concenved,” he
wrote, “N gives s time, ke
cations, aned sighelew, e

mowhere el
Weeldr

The United
prominent in
for decades
1945, the LIS
wiw in Groe
Credsend lhoms I
soldibers on 17
stallansons o
soldlers on
fhk Space
northwest, T1

sie defence andiy
vedlance  oper \
the LLS and NATC \
M Trump
momth that the W§
Stunes wotld “ e BN

loping a larpe military pre
sence In the appropriane
locations”, incduding
“buiklieg two wry msijoe
miitary Dosen™
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