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Tnnovate today, nourish tomorrow’ for food security

he simple vet profound theme, “Innovate

today, nourish tomorrow™, for World

Food Day 2026, observed on October 16,
reminds us that the future cannot be built with
the tools of the past alone. The geed to scale up
innovation is urgent, as 645 millipn people still
face hunger, while one-third of thg world's
population cannot afford a health} diet.

Three interconnected factors cdptinue to push
these numbers. Climate-related risis are reducing
yields and disrupting growing seascps, Economic

shocks and stubborn food-price inflgion are

eroding purchasing power. Conﬂict. r and civil
strife tear up harvests, displace fz , disrupt
supply chains and destroy the very infjtitutions
that protect people from hunger.

From scarcity to surplus and nutritips

Over the decades, India has emerged as
food-surplus nation and one of the world'sNgrgest
producers of foodgrains, milk, pulses, fruits g
vegetables. One of the decisive factors in this
transformation from scarcity was the ‘Green
Revolution'. ‘lhcintmducuonofh@h-ynidm

which became the basis for India’s public
distribution and nutrition schemes.

India’s abundance in food production has
become the foundation of the world's largest food
safety net. Under the National Food Security Act,
2013, India provides a legal entitlement to
subsidised foodgrains to up to 75% of its rural
population and 50% of its urban population,
reaching approximately 81 crore people, Since
January 2024, the government has provided these
foodgrains free of cost under the Pradhan Mantri
Garib Kalyan Anna Yojana, a guarantee that has
been extended until 2028,

This architecture rests on the Targeted Public
Distribution System, strengthened by digitised
ration cards, Aadhaar seeding and the One Nation
One Ration Card portability scheme, which lets
migrant workers draw their foodgrain
entitlements anywhere in the country,
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As countries
across the
Global South
grapple with
climate change,
conflict and
eCconomic
uncertainty,
India offers
lessons that can
be adapted 10
their needs

India’s transformation in food security and
nutrition is being driven by innovation, The
government is focusing on technology, data and
finance to make farming more resilient,
resource-efficient and viable, while improving
access to and the efficiency of food safety nets.

Complementing efforts

It is at this intersection that the Food and
Agriculture Organization of the United Nations
(FAO), the International Fund for Agricultural
Development (IFAD) and the World Food
Programme (WFP) are complementing India’s
efforts by providing technical expertise,
developing solutions and strengthening
institutional capacities.

On the farm, the FAO is supporting digital
agriculture by developing advisory road maps
and building the capacities of frontline extensigg
workers. In livestock and dairy, FAQLSSe T\
Sawecardﬂvesfa Bre et 100l 10 assess
Carphg Yy ndmﬂkpﬂ)dlrﬂ(ll
pracucsandprovndtsacmmablefcedback.
These tools translate technical knowledge into
actionable advice, supporting better farm-level
decisions and improved productivity. The FAO is
also working to address food loss, a challenge
with implications for nutrition, resource
efhciency, dimate action and farmers” incomes.
Its work includes measuring losses, assessing
their environmental impacts and identifying
pathways to valorise them through composting,

On financing and investment, the [FAD focuses
on the first mile of food systems, where risks are
highest and private investment is thinnest. lts
“financing plus” approach integrates support
across the value chain - from production and
market access to finance and small-scale
infrastructure - and is designed to crowd in
domestic public and private capital, rather than
substitute for it. Every dollar IFAD has invested in
India has leveraged more than three dollars in
total investment. Across IFADs global portfolio,

- projects with strong private-sector participation

have delivered income gains of 64%, four times
higher than those without such participation.
IFAD is now beginning to lend directly to the
private sector to bridge this gap, and India has
one of its largest pipelines of such operations in
Asia and the Pacific.

On access and avaikability, the WFP, the
world’s largest humanitarian organisation and the
winner of the 2020 Nobel Peace Prize, has
worked in India for over 63 years. It now focuses
on enhancing the efficiency of the public food
distribution system through innovations such as
Grain ATMs, supply chain optimisation and the
incubation of solutions through the Publi
Services Lab at the Indian Instity chnology
Delhi. The WFP also woske®Timprove the
nutritional efis ess of food assistance,
pAreinTTy for children and pregnant women.

15 includes assessing food baskets,
recommending dietary diversity and integrating
nutrition considerations, including the
incorporation of nutrient-rich millets and other
nutri-cereals.

India’s blueprint

India’s experience is increasingly relevant beyond

its borders. Its innovations have been shaped by

constraints, including fragmented landholdings,
multilingual

monsoon-fed agriculture,
populations and limited resources. As nations

across the Global South face climate change,
conflict and economic uncertainty, India offers
principles to adapt.

The future requires us to look beyond
sufficiency towards better nutrition, scalable
innovations and equitable food systems built
around climate-resilient and biofortified crops,
nutritionally diverse diets and value chains that
reward smallholders. Innovation must remain
pro-smallholder and pro-woman, drawing deeply
on traditional knowledge even as it embraces
scientific advances.

On this World Food Day, we reaffirm our
shared resolve with India: o innovate today, and
in doing so, to nourish tomorrow.
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The debate over immunity to CEC, ECs

The SC has issued a nogioe o the Cenere on a plea challenging Section 16 of the 2023 L whikch granes CEC and ECs edong immunity for actions taken in dischange of offictal
duties: the prosision Is moee expansive than constitutional immunstics prosided o the President and Governors: as well as Padiamentary penilegaes gransed o legiskatons

EAFLANER

Rangarajam R.

The story so far:
e Sepremw Couet o rocensly
ssued notices 1o the Centre on
& petison filed by the
Assoclation o Democrati
Retorms (ADH) chadlenging the Melong
nrmuniny grasted 1o the Chief Elecuon
Commissoner and Election
Commdsshoness (CEC and BO) for acthons
taken n Ascharge of oficial duties

What s equality bedore the iw?
Fapualty s a fundssnental right and port
of basic strucoare of our Constinumon
Artiche W guarsstees that the Sce shall
not deny 10 any person eguality belore
thw Lew or the equal protection of the Liws
within the servioey of India. Egualiey
before Law is a component of the conoept
of Tule of Law” peoposasded by British
ured AN Dicey. It means that theve will
be alveswe of sy special peiviloges in
Srvour of any person; evervone |s subject
oo ssmnse st Of b and there will be no
person above the law, respective of thedr
stats in the soclety. Equal protection of
the law Is an American concept, whikch
mpies thare there will be equaley of
tresement under egual drcumstances,
bath in privtleges conferred and Babilties
imposed by the Laws

What are consttutional immunitios”
The Comstitumon does provide some
snrn e peavdepns to crrtain oficm.
Artiche 61 provides certain mmurnities to
e Prosichent sl Gonvwrncoes. It stases that
there shadl be no crimenal proceedings
and no peoces for armed or
mprisonment of President of Covernor
durmng their serm of office, Bvem ol
proceedngs agaiest Fresadent or
Covernor cannot be initiated except untll
capiration of 2 montls’ notice. These
privieges were avadlable 1o Govermor
General and Cosernoes during the British
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Agnacigsen for Derrocaase Seforres hun challenged the Mslong rrmunity provison in the SC ful msoro

rede. They have contineed 10 exist under
our Comtitution to matntain the dgnity
of these high offces

Artiche 105 and 19 prosvides the
privibeges for members of Pardiamen s
Stare legisboures, which ncludes freedom
of spoech and vole. The Constitution also
provides thae ol Parliamen enacts 2w
10 codify the priviepes. the Houses and
members will continue 10 enjoy the
privibeges that were enjoyed by the Hritish
House of Comumons before the
commencement of the Constioution. The
Parliarmens huas not enacted anmy baw o
codify privibeges till date,

Diplomsads and ambesccadon of ather
natons enjoy ity from civtl and
cramind jerbadiction under the Viersa
comvention This is an mternational treary
that is spplicable s mone than 190
Couniries om a reciprocal basks.

What municy do the CEC and ECs
have?

The Chibel Election Comumbsiones and
Oeher Becnon Commissioners
lw.(‘uubnd Service and

Terms of Offce) Ace, 2003 (CEC & BC Acx)
passed in December XL contains
Section 16 that provides that no court
shall emerain or continue amy ol or
crissinal proceedings agens sy current
or foemer CEC or BC Tor acthons taken or
purported jo be taken in dbwchoegy of
ofthcial duthes.

Why should this provision be
removed?
The snmanity from arrest and cramine)
procesdings for the Presidern and
Ceonwrnoes is 2 codomial eelic that hue
commued in owr Consstution. It must
harwever be noted that thes inmungy »
only during thewr term of ofhice. While
Paramentary privilges ane an exovpton
o egualicy, they are largely confimed w0
actiorm i the Howes of the
legishmure and 10 the period when the
Flouses are i sssson., Diplomatic
sy is based on funcoonal necessiey
and reciprocky, in onder to facilisate the
simooth Tunctioning of dplomatic
relations

The provision granting We losg and

wnsconditional iy bo the CELC of
B wans not part of the orgmal Wil that
was imtroduced in B Pariament. Herce,
there is no ratiorale provided for the
nchisdon of this chasse in e “Stdement
of Otyects and Ressons” submined along
with the BB ot e tirmwe of introdecton
This clacse was added s an amendment
ot e ey the Bl ween prooand @ Rajyva
Sabbu that was subsoguenth deanad by
Lok Sabla and assemied o by the
Presadent.

The Umion Law Minister, whike
nroducing this amendment Do sald tha
& was brought in 10 enable the CEC and
BCs so Sacharge their functions inan
mnhindered and Independent manmer
M:cimmﬁndtblumh

M does provide Sor creation of
wperate clasthcmons for the application
of brws. However, the chessiScanon lor
eqpaad peotection of e Lo dhuondd nat be
arbitrary of Erational. It st e Based
an imelbgpble ) reasorsible Astmooon
Further, the closibcaon must huve
resmorable relation o the obpective or
purpose of B legiskdion.

There are vanous constiostional and
staeatory mathorities who are reguired 10
Ascharge thedr funcoons s an
ndependent muanmes. [F Bcludes padges,
Comparoler and Andhoe General, Public
Service Commission Charpersons and
members, Lokpal and Lobayubktas, and
Information Commmsioners. Nome of
these authorities enjoy such Ble bong and
wmconditional immuney for thetr ofcial
actions. The Election Comumbsion
WCondmons of Service of Blecnon
Cottmmsodonens and Tramsction of
Pasiness) Act, 1990 which was the earber
bew thust gowernwed the serms of offce of
the CEC and ECs &d noe contain suech a
providon. In view of these aspects, this
peovision of Mlanket sty undes the
CRC K B Act moasst i rerrsem o the
stapate books.
Rangaraian K. & o former IS offioer and
duthor of Cowrsewary o Polity Sispliial”
He currentdy trates of Offcers [AS
Acadery. Views ¢ e personad. )

THE GIST

Weoporrtrert, {ondbom of
Serece ard Torem of Ofcx|
Act 3007 comtalen Section 16
which grants the CEC ang £Cy
bhidpag svangrany foe pobars
Labeny i dac huarge of offciad
ot

-

The provison Wil noe pan of
the crpaa B that wan
Ol e 18 e Padarnest
Ths clause wins ackded 2
amendmer d on the day the 84
Was paned I Rae Sabhe,
that san ubnequesty reswd
by Lok Sabhe ol assevmed W
by the Presoent
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TH UTAET ehi ST BeTdT AT A1180? (Why should this prov 1smn

be removed?):
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TREHh Qe O (Prelims Practice Question)

w4, UEa fateas o 3R 3 g g (Fate, Jar & od
IR wTeRTe) Afafaaw, 2023 & d@ed 0, Feferfas suat o
faem o
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A contested UNSC seat poses a test for India

ollowing the concdusion of the Bist
session of the United Natwons Genersd
Assembly (UNGA), held from September
310 28, NI26, the governanent must
double its efforts 10 secure a noo-penmanee seat
an e Undred Naoons Securzy Councll (UNSO) In
next year's election. Inda’s bad for the 200829
WO vear term of the UNSC was Bunched In
Exvernal Allies Minister S Jaishankoas this year,
with voting in the UN General Assembly (LUNGA)
10 take place in June X007 As & resull, Mr,
Jaishuankoar weoas Dussder thaan wsiial during UNGA
wevk, holding nearly S0 meetings over 2 10k
Ay in New Yok, Between now and next
summemer, India needs ot heast 129 affirmetive votes
in the 13- member Assembly 10 win
This bas not been as much of an ssue on the
elghe occashons thae India has won the seat over
the past eight decades, becoming the Asla-Fachc
rouping’s consensus choioe once every decade
Even Pakistan vooes e India o the UNGA in
these elections, and India retusens the lvousr,
With the Rl Backing of the 55-member group,
Inadia won a record 187 of 191 votes in 2000 and
1854 of 192 votes in 200

The bid for a nimth term
India’s asnbition 10 wn a ninth term is guided by
several Bactors — its terms were in 1950-51,
196768, 197273, 197778, 198485, 199492 20142
and 2002122, s last temare, In 2002122, was
disrupeed by che COVIDHS pandemnic, and the
Narendra Modi government Selt 1 bed boen
unable 1o meet all iis objectives. New Delhi may
waed 1o complete these objectives, inclding
resolutions on terrocism and United Nations
reform, before the Modi gevernment s curment
ferm ends in 2029 With India’s push for
permament membership of the UNSC still elusive,
the government may wish to mcrease the
frequency of its non-permanent tenures, keeping
India at the centrestage of gropalitics from the
UNSC's horseshoe table
The diference this tme, however, & that when
India announced s candidacy foe the 2007
election, Tapkistam was slready in the fray and,
acoording 1o the chart deswm up for the
Asia-Pacihc seat, was to be the consensus choice
O the two prrevious occasions when bndss bad o
contest an electon ~ in 1978 against Pakestan and
in P90 aggrinst Bapan ~ it bost. Decisions on
consensus are made informally by dplomaes a
the UN, sometimes decades in advance lor the
S5-coumry Asia-Facihe grouping.
Like with &l the other regional groups

Alrican, Latin American and Caribbean
{GRLLAC), the Western Exsopean and Others
Group (WEDG), and the Esstern Exsropean Group

a4 differenit number of seats Gl vacant each
vear. When comensus breaks down, votes within
the group are split, beading 10 & contest in thw
wider UNGA. From there it is a race for every
country’s voie; the rule that comestants muest also

Subssing Haidar

It Is a bactle
st can e
avolded  the
path o next
years UNSC
clection will ot
be a cakewalk
andd Inclia musat
corsider

s options

win two-thrds of the assembly, or more than 129
votes, compiicates the task. Given that the course
is s, the Modh govermenent has three options,
each opening a ditferemtly dithoul path. The hirs
is 0o battle & out against Tajikistan on the gobal
stage the secand Is 10 coavinee the Tapk
povernmment to withdraw its candidaoare; and the
third ks for India o withdraw s own. Anocher
option — 50 divide the two-vear serm equally
between the two candidates - his been traed in
thwe prast, Bt these Cases have been countries that
e wvenly msniched in other respeces

Battling ¥ out

Az first glance, India's advantage over Tajikistan
seems ghiringly obviows, gven s size, ecomomic
stanching and gast record on the Counal.
However, UN Inskders know that these are not the
only criteria by which UNSC dections are won

To begin with, Indla's mubliiple terms on the UNSC
sy work agaiest i, as there is 4 growieg pash
withén the UNGA 1o consider smalier countries
thent Tave never hedd council membership such as
Taiksran, In his UNGA speech, Tajik Foreign
Minister Sircdiddin Muhriddim said that, more
than status, his country's bad for a seat on the
UNSC was about its responsibilities to the UN
Charer and 10 “Ssten o all vokces - large and
small®. This Devid-versus-Golaath pich =
amtractive 10 other smaller stanes, especially those
fromm the Global South thee feel thedr bk of
represemtacion s unfalr. Bipan, lor instance,
wWhidch D servedd 12 1o an the LINSC,
mmounced s candidanuee for the 2043 election
in 2004, harving previously Seclased its stention
o comest the 20002 election

The mext importaet Bctor & how subeegion)
blocs are hkely to vote within the Asa-Padhic
grouping. Tajikistan already has the endorsement
of ®s ouwn regon, Cereral Asta, and possibly, by
extension, thae of several netghbouring coumeries.
Ik akso has the endorsement of the Organisation of
Islamic Cooperation, & grouping of 57
member-states which would langely follow that
position, athough New Dol may be albde 1o win
ower some of its friends within the organisation
Tl is Eairly comBdent of the votes of the Globed
North — the United Stames, Camada, Europe,
Astraka, New Zealand and allied countries - a8
well a5 those of Southeast Astan countries (the
Lenciation of Southeast Astan Nations o
ASEAN), Carbbean nations represented by the
Canbbean Commumnity (CARMCOM), and Pacii
ishand coumries (PIC). This means the bantle
ground thar mamers most ks the Global South
Africa, South America and also South Asla.

The current mood among Global Sourh
countries, & reflecied in o smember of LNGA
pesolutions over the past year, Tus Been decidedly
against the big powers, the LS. and Ryesia, and
haes bewn inocdinately crimical of Besel, During the
BOth sessiom, member-states voted
overwhelmingly in favour of at least 13 resolutions

criticisimg ksrael. The UNSC elections this year
were partioukarly instructive, For the Asia-Pacific
seat, the UNGA voted for Arst-timer Kyreyzstan
over the western-tacked Phillppines. For the
WEOG, Germanry, which had never Jost a UNSC
election, lost 1o Portugal and Aussoria, ostensibly
due 10 its stance m support of Israed In the
election for the President of the UNCA, oo, the
Rangladesh Foreign Minister, Khsillur Rabescin,
defesatad his rival from Cypeus, another
western-bocked candidate, While India's
assertion of strategic Muonomy ws-ws the big
powers may stand # in good stead, its Splomats
sy hawe 80 arwer quaestions sbout [ndia’s oun
thes with lsrael | recent years, particularty
fodlowing Prime Minister Narendra Modh's visit to
lsroel m February 2006

Tajlkistan or India bowing out
The next opeion, which hias worked In the past, s
80 persuace Tajikistan to witharaw is
canddisure - India was able 10 negotiage with
Kazalkdetan in 2000 for the 200012 term, amd
Alghaanistan in 2003 10 step aside koo the 200822
senure. However, despite meetings between Mr
Modi and Tapk President Emomali Bahmon on
the sidelines of the SO0 Summit in Bshkek, and
between Mr. laishankar and hes Tajlk counterpart
during the LNGA session (both in September
2006), there has been no sach annoumosment.

Even I Tajikistan decides 10 step aside aller
stuchying s chances, Indi st conskder the
message this would send 1o other Globsed South
coumtries: thar s second tum in a decade s
e imporiaet Ban giving & smaller country its
frst opportunity to serve on the Councl

This besrves the thrd altermsstive, which woulkd
certainky make the workd sit up: Indha could agree
80 step aeade for Tajikistan, in onder to returmn %o
the UNSC a vear or two kiter with the full backing
of the Ash Paciic grouping. Such a move would
acknowledge Tapkistan's spechal strnegic
relationship with India in the past, particularly s
rode In hosting an Indan Alr Force base at Ayl
and a medical bese at Farkhor, strategically
smportant in the Afgisan confict i the early part
of this comtury, despite prsbback from the 1S,
China and even Russia, There & little evidence =0
Gar. however, that the Modi government, which
announced its canddinture with some Ginfare, is
comnsdermy bocknyg down

The path to securing another non-permanent
sear on the UNSC nesa year s noe easy. Indla's win
cam only be guarameed by defesming the
ambithors of &5 old rlend and reglonal pannes
the cholce Is between a Pyrrhic vicoory versus a
tacticnd defear. Im the Digger war for India’s
rightful place a5 & permanent mesber of the
UNSC — one whosse volow reprresenils the
aspirstions of the Globad South — this = a batthe
that coubd Be avoiched,

et bt inda (ouw
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UNSC it ferarerus #ie m%%qqamﬁw (A contested UNSC seat poses a test
for India)
tl'@ﬁ‘l'g‘ﬁlﬁt(Bacl\ground) _ N
WWW(UNGA)%Slém%W 18, Wawa%mﬁaé@ﬁ
ﬁﬁ%wmm (UNSC) = =19 § T-#4rft €2 (Non-Permanent Seat)
afret 3 3 fore, e 37 6 21 S T
ferT Tisft uE. SErwiet 9 2028-29 % &1 AT % FHIIhIE & ot YR sl aTaar U9t 1 2|

: Wﬁ@%mw@@mzwﬁ@ﬁzémaﬁ

ITSTFhdT 2|

2. 1S HTIHRTA hl 1A= (The Bid for a Ninth Term):

W 9t ot 8 AT (1950-51, 1967-68, 1972-73, 1977-78, 1984-85, 1991-92, 2011-12
31T 2021-22) UNSC T Tl 5e& 18 T |

2021-22 =T TUSEAT FIEFHIA Hifae-19 HETRT 3 FHROT THIIT g7 91| FfeA, Yied
ATdhaTE forre SEATal 3R Eeh Tog YUl S 7L TSiEl b I T o {ofQ e Hie
BTeT AT =Ted el

STel ek Tt FeEar sl /it gl & Bt W sAi-a et Hie sftqert Afas 59 W
7ot Juftufa werea waHT =mEar 21
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S.W:miﬁmﬂhe Challeng et
o fUaelt ar FI a8 39 91 U AHH T2 2, F;ife

ﬁ‘gﬁqﬁm.gzm'a%g’ﬁ 2027 % FATE o 1T Heler
®YH AT H 2

o & off W 3 AT wET € (3 1975 F Wil 3 1996 # A

& flaetT®), 39 E- &1 GTHAT T 92T 2 =

¢  TAATIREATT & T | &T4: _
o IS YN ol HieHT & sl WIGHT (ASTREa FHT UNSC 92

&1 &)
(OIC - 57 231) =T g0 uTd 2|
* YR H UM H G4
o Rd I AfFek AT URg R ILT dTehd|
o TlEe A1 (IR, W, Ao Hife),
(ASEAN), shifsiITg (CARICOM) 371 ISTid HEMamTiy <9i
ol HSTeld SH|

n 2

im%mﬁ?ﬁwﬁm (Three Options for India):
AR Wl O AATTREATT | HAT HeRTaeAT AT 9
AT e T qTohd | TSTFEAT 1 B 1 I L,
BT BIC 3 1 HRIHIA a1 ASIIREA hl T ST
Hahdl 2l
*  AATIRHEATT ehi ATH ATIH &4 o o8 HAET: SF 9Hd |
2010 H FHSTTREE 3 2013 F STFAEAE il 84 F
feTa s o =Teifen, fadsr 2026 H 3 & srasie 4
e U 3h1g ST T g8 2
* AT IEGAT FTIH AFT/AEHIA FAET: R
TR B 1T @ 31 U-21 H1et are R U
HHE % g9 U AN A TS| AR % AT Hd
o Taery amfie dee (ST TREy 3T R 3dTe)
f @ &l




ECI to hold summary revision of rolls

Annual exercise to enrol new voters and
update rolls was stalled due to SIR launch

ac
NEW DELHI

mid protests
1”111“]‘[ ”h‘ -;l'\\ l*'
i”l'.‘”.‘.il",‘ [['\'ig,):"]

(SIR) and Chief Electon
Commisssoner  Gyanesh
Kumar, the Election Com
mission of India (ECI) on
Thursday announced the
special summary revision
(SSKR) of electoral rolls in 17
States and Unon Termto
nes, ncluding poll-bound
Drtarakhand, Uttar Pra
desh, and Puniab,

The SSR seeks to enrol
pew  voters and update
electoral rolls. The annual
exercise was stalled last

year due to the launch of

the now-controversial SIR
Election Commissioners
S5 Sandbu and Vivek
Joshi are understood 10
have raised thas as an ano

maly among other ssues

Unlike the SIR, appli-
cants do not have to sub-
mE Gocuments 1o prowve i
tizenship or be mapped
with earlier electoral rolls
when enrolling through
the SSR

Following protests
against the 13 arore SIR de-
ketions, the ECI announced
on September 29 4 special
drive 0 re-enlist voters
who were left out

Electronic rolls
This re-enrolment throwgh
special camps and house
to-house visits by booth-le-
ved ofhoers (BLOS) is being
dome wusing the original
Form 6, without the decla
ration appended during
the SIR.

The Commission has al
50 capped the number of
Form 7s, used for voter de-

17 States and UTs, including poll-bound
Uttarakhand, U.P. and Punjab, part of SSR

Roll reboot

The Elechion Commnsion hat ordhered vober rall rinisions ACross

LT States and Union Terntonies

e \otere need no e Sewis
process skips

crtizenship prood
under the standad
35N procema

and lists will be

» Candidabtes wil
receive searchabde and
readable PDF clectona

s =ecironicy)

letions, that an individual
can submit amid reports ol
such  applications  being
filed in bulk. The S5R is ov
er and above this special
re-enirolment drive,
Amaong the firsts in this
vear's SSR, the ECI said
that &t will proaide a “read-
able PDF* of the alphabeti
cally arranged electoral
rofls 1o comtesting candi-
dates and recognised polit-

home visits by 5 ‘& 2
booth aMicers \ /‘
\4 ..’“"

deplased locally

® £C) Bmins Form T applications to

’ prevent bulk voter deletions

ical partes during ehex
tions. Opposition  parties
have been demanding ma-
chine readable  electoral
rolls rather than inssge
based PDFs so that they are
digitally searchable, index
abde, and verifable,
Political parties will get
supplementary voter lists
that were earber kept only
for record and future use
The SSR process will not

Unlike the SIR, no need for citizenship
documents or mapping with older rolls

mclude house-to-hovise vi-
sits by BLOs. Instead], draft
and fmal lists will be put up
ar polling booths

In its order to the Cheet
Electoral Officers of the
Stares and Umion Territo
ries (UTs) where the exer
cise will begin, the Com-
massion said that through
the SSR it aims to “facilitate
the enrolment of eligible
electors with reference
the qualifying date of Janu
arv 1, 2027 alomg with seek
g advance applications
for the three subsequemt
qualifving dases of April |,
July 1 and October |, 20277

17 States and UTs

The ECI directive sakd that
the SSR will be held in An-
daman and Nikcobar |Is
Llands, Assam, Bihar,
Chhattisgzarh, Goa, Guja-
rat, Kerals, Lakshadweep,

Madhya Pradesh, Manipur,
Puducherry, Punjab, Rajas-
than, Tamil Nadu, Uttar
Pradesh, Urtarakhand, and
West Bengal

In States/'UTs where the
SIR Is going on or has just
been completed, the SSR
schedule will be an-
nounced Later.

These are Andhra Pra
desh, Arunachal Pradesh,
Chandiggarh, Dadra and Na-
gar Havell and Daman and
Din, Haryana, Iharkhand,
Karnataka, Maharashira,
Meghalaya, Mizoram, Na-
galand, NCT of Delhi, Od
isha, Sikkim, Tripura, and
Telargana.

For Himachal Pradesh,
Jammu and Kashmar, and
Ladakh, where SIR s not
been done, the schedule
for roll revision will be an
nounced alter conssdering
the weather conditions.

Youlube Homework

\=- BNSS Section 163

»  Contempt Of Court & Accountability
Fundamental Rights vs Public Order
Suspension of Internet & Essential Services -
Anuradha Bhasin — 2020

Article 19 (1)

Article 19 (3)

wArticle 20

ECI

CEC - EC’s

SIR

RPA 1950 - 21(3)

RPA 1950 - 28 (RER-1960 - 6,7,8)

RPA 1951 - 29(A)

Conduct of Election Rules 1961 — 4(A) — Form 26
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v
* R ¥ Hate T (Election Commission of India - ECI) 1T 2. SIR T 2?2 (Special Intensive Revision)
qﬁmﬂjﬁ (Voter List) &l T (update) WaH &+ foTu SSR 37T SIR * SIR &I 9T 4 Special Intensive Revision ([%nﬁ'q Tad
Seft whpaat) ST 21 ey T
S IGL uaammﬁﬁwmﬁmﬁiﬁwaﬁtm
I. ECI' T SSR #T €2 (Special Summary Revision) AHWW =
*  SSR %1 9 9 Special Summary Revision (T2 @iférd gier) | * A EIAT 8? I8 A/t &9 @ 72 2 98 a9
*  3YYH: W oA (Electoral Roll) T TS T difeh 2 ikl AT foham ST @ Sfe Heerar gt § s8d 98 T W
* 9H Gﬁ@' ST 9 3T m‘tmmawmﬁa AN 3 AT LA LS || G| ’T's"ﬂ%ﬂ"f, IECUIGRI (discrepancies) &1 W SHEe
* Hd BIAT 8?2 T8 UlHAT ATHAR W e T PLEL A == sacld (demographic shifts) &1 G 21, I1 sl 999 § 7T
(TG TR SATUR 9T) AT hi Sirdl 2l EICE R
*  YishRaT: — | e YishaT:
 3rgar fater (Eligibility Date): 3R 9 8% €1 6I | SHad * 3H UERATH BLO 93-8T AT (100% Door-to-
ﬁmmmhmaﬁﬁuﬁm%&rﬁ: | S, | DoorVeriﬁcation)RW%H‘ﬁW@ﬁW‘ﬂﬁﬂS
3T§FT, 1 TIIDFIT§ 3T | HFslT %)I ™94 (Physical Verification) Fd 2l
* M ANH AR Form 6 (741 919 S1gH), Form 7 (A4 * O Rl T TAHCHTHA AT ST & aTfeh sl a1 ared
Rﬁxancr%aéwﬁ) 3T Form 8 (gﬂﬂmwaaaﬁ) & HTAH qagrarsTt (duplicate voters) aﬁtg\ﬁmm%mm
| AT FL THhd 2l Heh|

* oY e AEHE (BLO) S-SR ST AT Y TR HiH Tl
F & TS ATSIE aret foree It i SiTelt 2
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SSR 3T SIR # H&H 3 (Differences)

HATIR

A
311?21'% (Frequency)
AT T ST
HI-U¥ @edra

U 3 GE@Taq

TET Hlhd

SSR (Special Summary Revisio

ferere wiferw qdteror
aATeR (2T A1 FHafia &9 & 2rar §)l

Hferw/diHa (Summary Basis) — w9 ¥ 9TH
ATAT 39 2t o e o SR =

GLEEIEZURIRHIPEIEY I siEE A SIA]
mmsﬁtmmyﬁﬁ@éﬂ‘#f\‘)&

A 9 JATHT ol T SISy HR Id H QH U7
AT

SIR (Special Intensive
ferery e e

m%@rqtrftﬁmﬁ?ﬁﬁ)lv

T&-/e4919h (Intensive) — @_Tﬂ P
=t %1 70 T & FearH = {L\n‘
100% ==& (BLO & w/
Uk HAaTar shl sifdes SiTa S5 )|

Ao 99, o9 3T g9raEt

AT Bl B —
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Actor Imran Khan
told to leave India
over CEC protest

Vinaya Deshpande Pandit

ML MEBAI

Actor Imran Kham has
boen Bssed notice Iy vao
bang the lmmigracion and
Foresgeers Act, 2005, o
haxs been asked 10 beay
da v Ocober 23, the
Mumbad Police sad on
Thursdlay, Mr. Khan s 2 5>
e mathoreyl

The actions comies alber
he participaned in the Oc
tober 10 protest i Num
o, secking the resigna

tonn of Chie! Election
Commbssioner  Gyanesh
Kamar

v pascudaty nines dée .

b deac, padade’s by Foreigners Regional
sude policornen. Fo v (FRNLY)
oxnentier headed by & " 3 nsaed the no-
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pancy’ or ‘so mapparyg’ n
the draft roll pubinded
Mggast 3. Neports hase
ki that more dham K000
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Mowewer, oondayg w
SAPOES, TheTe wan Ty WT
w1 commeerdcaion or SOF
wloh v shured wih dhe
Section authorines in the
Sces i this regard

The BOI wan pot o P
pond 1o an ofhcul ety n
e maner

Who cam Sle Porm 7
Accerding o e Sl
on oo Rals, 2004,
Befe B o provisien foe
e ERD w0 e 2 Form 7
The ERO who b the adiod
Kalor i the prooes can,
bowrver, debete 3 namw
Snars] neligble

The rodex wey that 2
Pt 7 Can b fled only by
3 erson whame naire s 4
rady Inchaded n the ol
n which dye name obpxt
o o appears. In Cases of
death, Form 7 can comw
bore 2 lassdy mwnrdaen, 2
hoced elecior o the Booth
Larved Ofhaorr SRS, Roath
el ageats (DA of 1

1 Form 7s

cognised parties sy Ble
PO mere San 1O el 2
day. andd cromes verication
by Sae B0 o ARROD s 1w
auired] W 3 BLA Nes moee
fan 30 i the rvidan pe
rhodl Recently, the B hus
A5 Do |8 restrh thers
on the mumber of uxh
Sorrns an mxdiduad cm bie
llowing an uprosr Oover
budk Sl of Foem ™ In
LTy St

As b o the powens of
e ERD are conoermed,
By Inchade Teoeiving ansd
scroetdng Uhe form, ks
g lists of Fowme 7 ap
placations i Form W0, and
divgplayayg hem on his or
ber  offce  potarboued
They mam  personally
cross verily delrtionn
ahere e wme perun »
Be objew I made than
fhw Cawee

Though there s 1o gen
etal nde o0 aslo gl
g Forme 7 the termn fiadh 2
mention ooly umder the
Mo Sesllar Entries (1°52)
wriication process in the
ruaveal

e 0o the actor, Deputy
Commpsioner of Poboe,
Special Branch 2, is the de
Spnaed Foreigners Re
ghonal Registragson Officer.
“Mr. Khan's acts are in vior
on of via conditions
and the provisions of the
Forvgeen' Act. Sue meto
action bom bewve mitiated in
the mumier. Laow will e its
duw course. Process s po-
g on” a2 senor officer
todd The Hindw. Under pro-
visions of the Act, forelgn
nationals do not have the
fundamental right o prot
st o participate in polit)-
cal acowities In India

The actor s comsidering

fing & writ petition sgainst
the notice

“Money 5 coming from
Pakiszan. loreign couneries
are powering this. These
foreign nathonals are trving
10 spresd anarchy in the
country. | had Sled 2 com-
sl agsind American o
theenn Imran Khan" said
BIP deader Kirlt Somalya.

NCPSP) leader Supriyva
Sule sadd everyome has the
rght %o peotest. “Several of
our friends Bve In forelgn
oountres. They participone
i peotests, Nobody theows
them o of the country.”
e sald. Shiv Sena UBT
beadher Sarpry Ko o] wev-
eral celebwities hold NEI
status. “tmran Khan perti-
cipmed = the ahCEC
protest. ¥ he bhas been
ashed w0 leave for seppont
ing the young genernsion,
then the governmem |s
scared.” e said

No list yet of 1.22 o

Maharashtra voters

issued SI

Vimaya
MUMEA

Electoral Officer

¥ of Maharashira has
not yet published the list of
1L22 crore volers in the
State who were ssued not-
boes, as part of the special
intensive reviston (SIR) of
lectoral rals, for “logxcal
discrepancies’ or for being
‘unmagped’ Im previous
SIRs.

As per the notfication
issoed by the Election
Commission of India (ECI)
for Phase 3 of the SIR, the
CED of every State has
been directed o0 publish
on their websites the lists
of persons 10 whom notic-
s were generated for be
ing smapped or for log-
cal discrepaecios.

Asked abonst the delay,
sonmroes in the CEOs office
said the list s w0 be pu-
blished by the EROs (Elec-

Thet

otic

toral Regbration OMcerns)
“The Process ol puhlka-
thon & on at ther kevel” an
official =il

There are 5575 hkh
mapped peaple anxd 61,48
lakh people whose mames
harve been Magaed for logh-
cal decrepancies in the
State, taking the total &
gure 80 a whopping 122
crore,

Staves like Karnataka,
Telangana, Delbd, where
the figures are considera
bly lower, have already pu
blishwed cheir lists.

Meanwhile, the Maha
rashora CED on Thursday
announced special camps
1 be held in the Staee on
Octobwer 17, 18, 24, and 25,
for the inclusion of new or
escluded decions

Peopde have been adked
1 check their names in the
draft dlectoral roll and e
thweir cladms and objections
by October 26,

N

—




Growth spurt
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Goods exports jump
23% in September

Press Trus of India

NEW D

Healthy growth in ship
menes of petrodeum pros
Gt eleciromic  poods
ind chemicals helped In
o'y mevchandoe exports
mae Z1LO4% in September
while the trade defici! rou
rowed 1w S30.2 bllon
your <cvyear e o a dipn
mports of peechous e
tals. It Septemaber 2005 N
was 5303 billon.

The coumry’s exports
rose from $355.08 Mlbon o
§$44.4 hilon I Sepoember
2005, povernmen data re
ased om Thursday =
Howewe, the deficht wi
dened when compered
S$xAn Wlion reconded
aremg At 00

Exports of petrosesan
products, electronks goods
and chemiculs grew In
IO 1562 bbon), 70445
5.3 bilion) ssd 24215
52 bllion) respectively,
dharing the morsh

High crude of prices
and the West Ada crise
harve helped Indila cam bet
ter realbatyorn from petro
ke product exparts

mports rose by 85
yosr-onyear o S48
bon in September

Gold imports down
Gobld and silver impoets de
ned by BLITN ad
0L, respectivedy, 1o 18
Mllon and S665 mullon
darirgg the mosth. I
bound shipmems of crude
ctl, o the (eher Barud, rome
by JOEN o SIS 34 bilvon

Brert crudde o peiom
have been hovering ovey
$100 per barrel during the
el few woks

Comulatreehy,  durmg
APrE September ths Niscal,
exparts pumped B8.5% o
$255.859 blbon, and Im
ports chmbed 16.35% 10
$ALT50 hilicem. The defcs
durmg the hirst hall of
200617 widkenad 10 517754
bifon 23 compared 10
$156 88 Wellon  dureg
APrE September 2005 2%

Exports v el aneg
thedr growth trend, Com
merce  Secretary  Rajesh
Agarwal sad In 2 press
brsetng on trade data. He
expressed the hope than ¥
the trend contmued, the
ooumery s merchandse ex
Pt wiodd cross S5O0 Y
lion. They were ot $442 0
Bon m NS0

Services exports
AS PaT BT ol
males, services  capors
stood 595635 Mllion in
Sepemider, and  lmpores
were a2 $19.44 bdlion

On services exponts, the
secretary said the riee = odl
prces dee 10 the West Asa
Criss o impacned] the ex
pores In aress, cluding
traved and sourmm

Commenting on the da
ta, Federation of Indem Ex
port Urgansatsons (FIELD
pressdent 50 Rathan said
CAPOriers Comtailie o res
pomsd 0 ool tmoertaanty
with agiliny, sorengtheneg
thedr presence across mar
kets. “This strong frst hal
performance provades a
firm foessdation v adviecr
towards Inda's §1 o triBon
rport ambataon The
Prorey now s 10 ransiate
s iU o s
tamne’ l'c’?f\ and lflw'[',’r
markst penetration,” be

s bl

a2y

o U\

Youlube Homework

»  External Sector
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fordar wEe w7 =R 22T (FrdeEw 2026 vs a7 2025)

2. T AT T TEvi (Fader e o)

FEAAT 1 fHata (Merchar lse Exports): WZO%ﬁW%I dm3ﬁ‘q’ﬂ [y gt $44.4 Taferas vg= mar, =i
—e —— . =
fosel |reT 36T 9 $36.08 e sq - 22

Waﬁ T ATATT (Merchandise Imports): @
AT YUTET (Trade Deficit):

o fUB |Ie % HepTerct H1eT 9 B $30.21 ﬁ%mm(ﬁwzozs fr \?

o AT, ITTET 2026 ($26.86 W)ﬁmﬁﬁwﬁmw%

-

g1k ATAT (Electronic Goods): FaTd ¥ 70.44% &t m&aﬁg ($5.3 farferam) gt it 75
&;’tf%lmm (Petroleum Products): faia 31.9% =rgT ($6.2 Taferam)| afsam ufsrn dee & T Fedl dof ahl et hiddl d
WA &l S8l FHTS g3
AT (Chemicals): 1T H 24.21% <t Fgradr (83 ez §§I
Hedl det ATATA (Crude Oil Imports): 30.76% FgHT $18.34 feifera= @11 512 3 AT % 2™ $100 Ufd s7eT ¥ F9L 5 T &l
Tt araAt & JaTa ¥ fRae:

* @M (Gold): 3T 81.27% &eT ($1.8 farferar)|

* TSt (Silver): 3T 49.11% 92T ($665 fafer=m)
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3. Uil BHTET &t 3TTeheT (370 - fadat 2026-27)

. gmﬁ'aﬁa (Total Exports): 18.51% dghi
$259.89 Tarfera= &1 mam

* el AT (Total Imports): 16.31% dEeh
$437.53 billion &1 7|

* DUTEN SATUN HTET: Ueci! SHTET H AT =TT
g $177.64 Tatera= 2 mn (9 fusd gre g6t
@t q $156.88 fafera= om)|

w AT AT AR ?TE:TW?ETH&?I (Services Sector & Future Goals)
o Farar &t FaTa (Services Exports): fada 4 $36.35 faferaa @ & HAAH™ 2l
*  HATSAT T ATATA (Services Imports): fdsw 7 $19.44 Tatera= & &1 HTHH 2l
*  ITIYeR ;AT Ao TSITT ST 6 SFTHI, Afe T8l FHE 41 T&T dl =re] foe

ay § &G AT 1 el a1d $500 Taferam & or =an s (b av 2025-26 | 7@
$442 farfera= om)l

FIEQ T 9aTH: WL Faid dadi & 99 (FIEO) & 37e98] U HY, Togd 4 &el I
I HeTed YaTH HRd & S1 feferam fFata @ea 1 a1fee & 7ag &
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INBRIEF

Chandigarh’s Sukhna wetland
designated a Ramsar sity

Sukhna wetland in Chandigarh has been declared
a Ramsar site, which would bring greater
international attention to its conservation efforts
and global scientific oversight. Ramsar sites are
also called Wetlands of International Importance
under the Ramsar Convention, an environmental
treaty established in 1971. Union Environment
Minister Bhupender Yadav on Thursday
announced Sukhna wetland in Chandigarh and
Sauj Jheel in Uttar Pradesh as Ramsar sites.
“India’s Ramsar site tally reaches 103 with Sukhna
Lake and Sauj Jheel becoming the latest additions
to the list,” Mr. Yadav said in a post on X. #n

Youlube Homework




UEeAqul qed

i
miﬁmgﬁﬁ (Sukhna Wetland) 3 39T U9 <l @W’W (Ramsar Convention) T E?
i e (Sauj Jheel) ﬁmmgy (Ramsar Sites) &+ \ *  HE FHAIH (Ramsar Convention) 3?T§E‘Tﬁ?ﬂ (Wetlands - e}
&9 | Fifyq forar T &l "' Y gited, feat, aereet v, ﬁtﬁamﬁ)%mmaﬂtaq%w
HIYUTTRAT: he I TR0 53t 9ug Jred| 4 650 /t J9ANT F %I'Q EI'-TI? TT§ Uk AU fer (Environmental Treaty) 2l
WEC: Y@ SATEH 1 THE T H1 G [HeT d 6 S0 W(Hlston) Tg g 971 &1 U4 & THET I H

maﬁmaﬂt%émﬁ%%@‘r@ﬁéfﬁl STOATS TTE of| TE FHOT I/ THER FH-AI FET ST 2

ATHAT SATeRST: G ZToRy HIS 2fiet 3 g3 & 37 Wd 1 % [ forey arrdifer e ¥t arer 2 wadt # fag sy e (World
THETL Tl hl O g 2l ~ Wetlands Day)‘ﬂﬁilTGﬂﬂT%I
Wﬁﬁ!ﬁﬁmm(RamsarSites)ﬁ? * YA T IS s YT 9 1 WEET 1982 )39 Gfer 9T g&dner fu)
FAATH HEAT: @ % HTEN, WA H Fl 103 THET ATZLH 2 * T I
T FiferaT W ATE: — o iUl HEe 1 ST £ TeA FAT S IE T
* g@T T1H (Sukhna Wetland)—@’fé I AT
e ﬁ'ﬁ?ﬁ?\(ﬁlutheel)—?ﬂ{m o Jﬁ’iﬁﬁﬁqﬁﬁﬁﬁmﬁtﬁam(BiodivcrsiW)

YT yarHt gferat (Migratory Birds) 3 STahfder Trama
greT giafar e

—



The RMC has (ssued an orange alert for sls disanicts, lorecasting

heavy 10 very heawy raentall o Frclay, M BashHeaiin

Northeast monsoon
arrives five days
early in Tamil Nadu

The Hindu Burcau
CHENNAI

The wait for Tamil Nadu's
MO ralnTy season is over,
with the Regional Meteoro
kgical Centre (RMC) in
Chennai on Thursday de
clarmg the onset of the
Northeast monsoon, five
days earlier than its normal
date of arrval, and coin
cicding with the withdrawal
al the Soaithwest
monsoon,

The RMC has Issued an
orange alert for six dis
tricts, mcluding the Nilgirs
and Madural, lorecasting
heavy 1o very heavy rain
fall of up to 20 cm on Fri
day. Heavy ramfall may oc
cur at Isolated places In
varnous coastal and inte
rior districts, Wet weather
will prevall 1l Ocrober 21,
with heavy rainfall in some
pl.ou'\

RMC officials sald the
monsoon arrival was de
clared as it fulilled various
crmteria, nchading the on
set of northeasterly winds
and fairly widespread rain
fall across the Stare

Whide the Southwest

monsoon ended with a
20r% rainfall defhicit n T
mil Nadu, the Northeast
mansoon Is lorecast o
being normal rainfall. The
Delta and southern regions
have a reason to be opti
mastic, with above -normal
raindall forecast for these
areas. While the north
coastal areas may receive
normal raindall, north inge-
rior areas could see below
normal raingall.

V.RE. Dural, head of the
Regronal Weather Fore
casting Centre, RMC, said
that while El Nityo was ex
pected to strengthen furth-
er this year, its impact on
raindall In Tamid Nadu
would also depend on oth
er climatic fBactors, Inchud
ing weather systems in the
Bay of Bengal and oyclone
racks,

‘All steps taken’

Minister for Revenue and
Disaster Management KA.
Sengottaivan on Thursday
sald the Tamil Nadu go
vernmemt had taken all
precautionary  measures
for the Northeast
O SO0

Youlube Homework

»  South west Monsoon

(i -utran vt
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. Waiﬁmwiﬁf@'@mayofBengal)%W@f’;ﬁ'{?ﬁiﬁ[aﬁﬁmﬁ
. m.qc'\df qTEA (North-East Monsoon) FTE? (moisture) g Sdt 81 36 918 I YR & Ef\&TUT-qe?cf (South-Eastern) @™ ERICAR
o I AEA FI WA H AT gAT A Tl AT Tt €
(Retreating Monsoon) AT "FiTdehTeA 14 ATHEA" “ﬁm@ (39 TSF T AT FTeT 9T T e ST T SATHT 50-60% Texar g6t e 4

(Winter Monsoon) T F&T SITdT 2| T8 YHd & @99 fietar 2)|

3 ?ﬁq & fau o sgd qg(-—q'q;t)f ufsrar 2 Eﬂ , ASIT AT T=29T (Coastal Andhra Pradesh)!
e TIAHMAT (Rayalaseema)

TgeRT 371 A & F9 [l

1. THT 3T 3ater (Timing & Period)
*  IE TG AR W Teead ¥ fGHaw & 91 o A

qfshg w®ar 2l 4. Hjﬁ AR T HATYA o o0 Weged (Agricultural Importance)

o fdsr % 37d 9% T aféaor-afim FET (South-West * &t & wH (Rabi Crops): AT 31 2f&0r wid & fohami & forg 72 Ares
Monsoon) YT & & 82T I TdT &, 7 STaeer- ST =T qeed ST 21 G, 2t 3 foeted 1 wae o fofg 72 ar=t siga & 2 2
TasR H g3l &l 3T dae A1t 2 * I & (Reservoir Water Levels): 3f&0T Yd & ST (Reservoirs) 31 aTHi §

T 2T T ST HEA W & 2
2. T3 <hr foom (Wind Direction)

. gg’m:{gﬁa;?mq g4T0 ot & e (Land to Sea) i 5, TSR ehi A Tafer (Cyclonic Activity)

TE TeTd 2| * IS IR A % TRH AT il @il § Irehiea et Tshard (Cyclonic Storms)
* 3 gt 394 (North-East) f&em & sireft & s & 1 &

3T o ST ¥ TaTY 375 () BT & 3T 39T o * A IHATd AHAATS, Y TG T TSI % T2T1F FAThI H W TR R 4 g3l &

s e e e aer oot o ot T



Turn Lakhpati Didis into Crorepati
Didis, says Murmu at Saras Mela in A.P.

G.V.R. Subba Rao
VIAYAWADA

President Droupadi Mur-
mu on Thursday called for
transforming Lakhpati Di-
dis (a government initiative
designed to economically
empower rural women by
helping them earn a sus-
tainable annual household
income of ¥l lakh or more)
into Crorepati Didis.

Inaugurating the Nation-
al SARAS Mela in Vijayawa-
da, Andhra Pradesh, the
first being held outside
New Delhi, she said Self-
Help Groups (SHGs) had
plaved a significant role in
strengthening the rural
economy and empowering
women.

The President ex-
pressed confidence that In-
dia could achieve its goal of
becoming a developed na-

2" -
. b \ :
A R\

"4 § A

Backing ambition: Droupadi Murmu interacts with Lakhpati Didis
as she visits stalls at the National SARAS Mela in Vijayawada. 71

tion by 2047, or even ear-
lier, through women’s em-
powerment and the
collective efforts of the
Centre and State
governments.

Thanking Union Agri-
culture and Rural Develop-
ment  Minister  Shivraj
Singh Chouhan and Chief
Minister N. Chandrababu

Naidu for organising the
fair alongside the ‘Lakhpati
Didi Mela’ during Dasara,
she expressed hope that si-
milar events would be held
across the country.

During the inaugural
event, Mr. Chouhan and
Mr. Naidu highlighted the
role of women’s SHGs in
promoting rural entrepre-

neurship and economic
empowerment. Mr. Chou-
han said the Centre was
working towards ceemfling
six crore pati  Didis
acr & country, with
0y .5 crore women hav-
ing already achieved the
target of earning at least ¥l
lakh annually.

Andhra Pradesh ac-
counted for 23 lakh Lakh-
pati Didis against a target
of 60 lakh, he said, calling
for efforts to help women
progress towards becom-
ing Crorepati Didis.

Chief Minister Naidu
called for SHGs to evolve
from savings groups into
business enterprises and
eventually establish inter-
national brands.

He said the government
would provide permanent
spaces for the SARAS Mela
in Vijayawada.
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1. er@ata &t ST (Lakhpati Didi Scheme) T 22

o TEUta FE AT 7 WER (AT e garer) F v

HEeTHTE e &, foree e stv v e o1 afeer @
ma@(SHG-mmaﬁw@@/
Y ¥ I AT ATHAHT T94MT 2

gfaraT: "er@ufd 4t 98 ufear SHG ¥e 8, fSaehi anfies
uTfaTiies 79 9 9 %49 £1,00,000 (T ARG 9) I7 3699
3feres 2l

T I5Yd: HigalH| il foeia |, sierer giereor (Skill
Training) 31 STTSATIaRT o AT IS Fleh ITHT ST
TTITE0T U WETIaT:

o Hiearedl i fUams, gafiey, g I (FY H§ 39 F
feTw), Teret aea A SR STy Wl 99w
fer@m 5iTd 2

* YT ATEE & HH T AGH o A fo=T =27 a1 1
TS &1 UL ¥ 1 | %5 1 deh ol o (ot \/
gerar) fear smar 2

o [fgaArsti grr S0 U Icqrel i farsht % foru A 3
3-H Y B J SITST STaT 2

2. {7 UAT (SARAS Aajeevika Mela) &gl 37 & W & deh &
w2

T T AT ATATSTRT
ela 2026) T AT fa=T0T 39 YK

121 7 ion): TSI Feft g1k (Leisure Valley Park
o 29 TR IR Delhi-NCR) | (Fareaq 721
TYM: 391 =14 - IFFCO Chowk Metro)|
%d | & qh (Dates): 22 HFZAT 2026 | 6 T 2026 TF|
9T (Timing): FTHAR T HaE 11:00 515 § T 9:30 511 do6|
@TEad: 36 Hel H 399 3 U1 Afeelt & ger&dr aq@
(SHGs) 210 GRIEEAY U gL fyTed, EUHET (handicrafts &
handlooms), TRk e Fare 371 Aitehide Fefaai 3 9
Gite =1 fierd 2
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Bengaluru-born astronomer chosen to
lead NASAs $20-million telescope mission

BENGALURU

A Bengaluru-born astro-
nomer will be heading the
$20-million NASA space te-
lescope mission PUFFINS
(Polarimetry in the ultra-
violet to find features in in-
terstellar dust).

Ramya Anche, an assis-
tant research professor at
Steward Observatory, Un-
iversity of Arizona, has
been selected as the Princi-
pal Investigator of the PUF-
FINS mission. PUFFINS is a
small spacecraft (SmallSat)
selected under NASA's
highly competitive Astro-
physics Pioneers
programme,

It is targeted for a 2030
launch and during the mis-

2 ;

Ramya Anche grew up in
Devanahalli; she joined the 1A
in 2012, SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

sion, a 10-inch telescope
will observe ultraviolet
light from about 70 distant
stars to decode a 50-year-
old mystery regarding how
cosmic dust builds new

stars and planets.
“PUFFINS will study the
smallest grains of dust bet-
ween the stars: particles
roughly the size of a com-
mon cold virus. These
grains are invisible to most
telescopes, vet they play a
critical role in how star-
light travels through the ga-
laxy, and ultimately in our
understanding of how new
stars and planets form,”
Ms. Anche told The Hindu.
She added that PUFFINS
will observe them using UV
spectropolarimetry, a tech-
nique that has not been at-
tempted from space in 30
years. “The data it returns
will fill a long-standing gap
in our understanding of in-
terstellar dust and by ex-
tension, the structure, and

evolution of the universe.”
she added.

Anche’s selection
Ms. Anche, who grew up in
Devanahalli, near Bengalu-
ru, completed her educa-
tion in various institutions
in the city before joining
Indian Institute of Astro-
physics (IIA) in 2012. She
said the selection for the
mission was done through
a competitive process.
Teams of scientists and
engineers submit full mis-
sion proposals through NA-
SA's ROSES (Research Op-
portunities in Space and
Earth Science) solicitation,
covering everything from
scientific objectives to in-
strument design and mis-
sion architecture.

Youlube Homework

Artemis
NISAR




AT (NASA) & $20-Taferas (@ 165 FU2) o TY oA &hig
IEHEED! ‘-\-1?13 %’T?:I;G 1 @IS (Astronomer)

B LeiC] =i (Principal Investigator):

T, THIT 379 (Ramya Anche), ST 370gsiAT farafammes
——— o
(University of Arizona) & e fesactl § Afede fa=
YT &, 376 39 fUYH #1 A& 994 (Principal Investigator)

1 T 2

EFHTj (PUFFINS): Q
4T 91T 4™ " Polarimétry in the ultraviolet to find

L=

features iniﬂstellar dust" 2|

Tg 1T % 3Tty gfaead wegiits e uratad g
(Astrophysics Pioneers Programme) % dgd 1 T T TS BT
39UE (SmallSat) M 2

2030 W AT L T e TET 74T 2l

oo &1 3299 (Scientific Objectives):

o I fU9M UF 10-321 & SHIERIT T IUINT Tk ATHT 70
T AR H AT TTed UTSITHT TehT9T (Ultraviolet Light)
1 FAAHA T —

*  3HH Ievd ARl % sfi= 1Y S aTcd AT-HEH geT & R/t
(Interstellar Dust Grains) &6l ETIT FHT 2

*  Ig IIIA AFTHHI 1 T2 GHSH H Hag T [ I8 iaarh
gt (Cosmic Dust)%ﬁﬁ?ﬁ%ﬁtmmﬁﬁ@iﬂﬁ?ﬂ
fomtor fomer werrt Erar 21

2T, W7 3= &1 ui=d (Background):

* I, TR 3 T =9 STeT® o I Sa-T@ed! (Devanahalli)
5 &ffal

* I AT IHIATAT AT e o At S | gl i 3
a9 2012 ¥ 3fUsa $Reae ATw Wi iore (1IA) 9 S{Ef
off|

*  ITHT 99T ATHET I U dgg higd A Sfqeat === ufsrar &

HTEAH § g3 2




Centre signs 4,106-cr. deals
for IAF satellite, torpedoes

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Ministry of Defence on
Thursday signed contracts
worth approximately
$4,106 crore for a dedicat-
ed communication satellite
for the Indian Air Force
(IAF) and Varunastra hea-
vy-weight torpedoes for
the Indian Navy, in a push
to strengthen indigenous
defence capabilities.
According to the Minis-
try of Defence, the con-
tracts cover the acquisition
of GSAT7C, valued at
$2,563 crore, from New
Space India  Limited
(NSIL), Bengaluru, and Va-
runastra heavy-weight tor-
pedoes worth ¥1,543 crore
from Bharat Dynamics Li-
mited (BDL), Hyderabad.

The &Srﬂjﬂ_ﬂlﬂuite.
indigenously designed, de-
veloped and manufac-
tured, will enhance secure,
resilient and seamless
communication capabili-
ties for IAF assets, streng-
thening the force’s opera-
tional effectiveness.

The dedicated satellite

—

Senior officials from the MoD, IAF, Indian Navy, and industry
representatives during the signing of contracts in New Delhi. 1

communication capability
is expected to improve the
Indian Air Force’s ability to
maintain reliable commu-
nications in support of its
operational requirements,
it added.

The second contract is
for Varunastra, an indige-
nous sMp-Munched anti-
submarine warfare torpe-
do developed by the Naval
Science and Technological
Laboratory (NSTL).
Equipped with advanced
manoeuvring capabilities,
the heavyweight torpedo
can engage enemy subma-
rines at long ranges, en-

hancing the Indian Navy's
underwater warfare
capabilities.

The contracts were
signed in New Delhi in the
presence of A. Anbarasu,
Additional Secretary and
Director-General (Acquisi-

tion), Department of

Defence.

Both agreements are
aimed at advancing dom-
estic defence manufactur-
ing and promoting self-re-
liance in critical
technologies, in line with
the government’s Aatma-
nirbhar Bharat and Make
in India initiatives.



2. TEUTTE (VARUNSTRA - g&t-32 Zrdie))

* T E: I WA A1EHT (Indian Navy) & {0 U eyt Jems |
ZNTT AT ATAT U-Aau{i= gal-a¢ RUTSt (Anti-Submarine
Heavy-Weight Torpedo) el

&l @I 71,543 HUS|

ve fAwtar:

39 SIS (DRDO) Fi TANTIAT A9 |18 U
SHIATTeheT tiaiedt (NSTL) g1 fesig/faenfaa fora
T 2

zaeht fAmfor v graafre fafwes (BDL), 2etame g

T TEUTTE

1. GSAT-7C (¥9R 39TE / Communication Satellite)
* T E: TT YRAE a1 FALJAF) & ferg faemm s a fesmga fomr |
T U it 3 et w9 & fefia 8= g 3ure ‘
(Dedicated Military Communication Satellite)%
o smEwdIETE:R563 T
 fAmiar/ smgfdeRar: 39 39 (ISRO) i aTfurfsass sman
gfear ferfiee (NSIL), Frers g fashfia s i

2 forar s 21
*  UTH IV AN ATH: *  HET YHAT:
¢ Wﬂﬂ?ﬁqa@ﬁm%ﬁﬁ{ﬂdslq&%ﬂﬁ,w,@ﬂ ¢ %W%WW@W(Submarines)aﬁﬁaﬁ
A I UTSS TIF o st gLieqa, Fare IR Asiea dan ¥ & 5 T H 1T a1 T8 5 AT o
Uittt (Secure & Seamless Communication) 98 | * 32 3ﬂ?\{ﬁ$ afame 1 atars (Advanced Manoeuvring)
*  SEY ATEd(Sh GHT H ST HIHT L AR =T ATl 6 deeitehl © I8 &, ST 91T 3 e R 18T sl 95

cafta fAuia <1 =t et § bt e g (Underwater Warfare Capability) ! sIigd Hsfsld s 2|
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Shifting global focus towards inclusive
assessment of threats to health
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e rew Larwet [ omenoodm
LR T BT AT
whasdn gide (herets Pad ovnb)
g gdetnel Yoalth fwegh
PN Lwmnng ool b ke g s e
vw of the pemadide 1harahs Ihe
R el R s e e |
e ponairnn o Al anben ridngd
ki ancr mmaleet cndint, and arih i
e b

[ hety Doy e (heilivr b iBewe e dy
o the Basvee Faow o8 (eTln
G e e lud ke 10 heiihy
caw g e anl o ber has Ldens
o B, B ornmdenn® bk Lpen el
the Ll of Moty 1he warhd] S iy
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Indians with high socio-economic position are
more prone to heart disease than the poor: study

Divya Gandhi

A vast study of 65,364 Indians has
revealed that people with a
consistently high socio-economic
position are more prone to heart
disease than the consistently poor.

In fact, those with sustained
life-course socioeconomic advantage
had nearly twice (1.8 times) the odds
of heart failure and 1.7 times the
chances of a heart attack than those
who experienced sustained
socioeconomic disadvantage, found
the study, published in the American
Journal of Preventive Medicine.

The cardiac conditions among the
rich in India ranged from a higher
likelihood of congestive heart failure,
heart attack, abnormal heart rhythm,
heart diseases and composite
cardiovascular disease,

For the study, scientist from the All
India Institute of Medical Sciences,
New Delhi and the Harvard T.H. Chan
School of Public Health in Boston,
studied Indians aged 45 and older,
looking into their childhood too. The
study sampled both rural and urban
residents, men and women, and

The cardiac conditions amang the rich
ranged from a higher lkelihood of congestive
heart Rilure, heart diseases and composite
cardwovascular disease. GETTY IMAGES

several relighous and caste groups,
and documented information on
health, sockal, and economic
indicators.

The scientists studied heart health
in the context of life-course
socio-economic mobility, not just
their static status: the categories
included consistently high economic
positions (in both childhood and
adulthood); upward mobility (low
economic status in childhood but high

in adulthood); downward mobility
(high economic status in childhood
but low in adulthood); and
consistently low economic position in
both periods.

The understanding of how
life-course social mobility is
associated with heart disease and risk
factors s crucial in tackling India’s
health, added the paper.

Several mechanisms may possibly
contribute to the malaise, lead author
Imnameren Longkumer, Narotam
Sekhsaria Fellow at the Harvard T.H.
Chan School of Public Health India
Research Center and senior author
S.V. Subramanian, professor of
population health and geography at
Harvard University said.

“Economic advancement can
increase access (o processed foods,
refined carbohydrates, sugary
beverages, and energy-dense diets,
while occupational and domestic life
may become less physically active,”
they said. This data, however serves
as a snapshot of a country that is
undergoing an epidemiological
transition. As socioeconomic patterns
change over time, cardiovascular

=

disease and its risk factors become
more widespread among

\ =
. '\\ L
V%\ 5 ” Q V“
v
disadvantaged groups as well, said

x{ g I
Prof. Subramanian. V v\'ﬂ
Financial impact . / g

Another study published earlier this
year in Global Heart journal reflected
on the catastrophic financial impact
of heart disease among India’s poor,
who find themselves riddled in debx:
the cost of treating heart failure
patients with a single hospitalisation
averaged ¥1.19 lakh.

Co-author Jeemon P., of the Sree
Chitra Tirunal Institute for Medical
Sciences and Technology,
Thiruvananthapuram, told The Hindu
that hospitalisation for cardiovascular
disease is highly resource-intensive,
and for many families, the financial
consequences do not end when the
patient is discharged. Although social
health insurance schemes provide an
important degree of financial
protection, families may still have to
bear a significant proportion of the
total cost, sakd Dr. Jeemon.

(divya. gandhi@thehindu,co.in)
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Two-thirds oil imports from just 3 nations "

While Russias share in India’s oil imports fell to 44%, from a historic high in July, share of both the US, and UAE surged, resulting in cumulative shzuy' a

of the three countries reaching an all-time high: American oil came at a substantial premium compared with the average price India paid

NEW DELHI

n a sign of increasing
lcuncrntralion of In-
dia’s oil supplies and
its limited options to
source from, latest data
shows that more than two-
thirds of the country's oll
imports came from just
three countries — Russia,
the US,, and the UAE -
marking a record high
share.
Notably, Russia’s share

in India'y@Mynports fell to
around & in  August
2026, N st month §

which official data is ;

ble, from a historic high of

51% im July,
Data shows that India's

oil imports from both the
LLS. and the UAE surged in
August, with the American
oil coming at a substantial
premium compared with
the average price India
paid for oil imports.
India’s total oil imports
stood art 191.2 lakh tonnes
in August 2026, which
10.3% lower than j

wuat India’s oil im-
ill was nearly 25%
ther in August this year
han in the same month
last vear.

Within this, Russian oil
accounted for 84.8 lakh
tonnes of Indian oil im-
ports, or 44.3% of the total.

Increased concentration =

Theee countries account for more

than two-thirds of India's o - ssia

[Share in the volume of India's ol imports)

Three country 1otal share = 66.85%

Feb-21 Jan 23 Jan-23 Jan 24 Jan 15 Jan 26 Mg 2%

Sowce Nnatry of Cammverce and ndawdy

In terms of India's oll im-  ported 23% less oll from
port bill of $12.2 billion in  Russia in August 2026 than
August 2026, payments to  in july, although this figure
Russia accounted for  was still 22.5% higher than
44.5%. That said, India im- i August last year.

ports from Russia have
been a sore point in its rela-
tions with the U.S. and its
President Donald Trump,
who in September signed
into law an Act that could
see tarifls of up to 10O0% be-
ing levied on countries that
import large amounts of
Russian oil and gas, as In-
dia does.

On the other hand, In-
dia’s oll imports from the
U.S. once again surged in
August 2026 to 9.7 lakh
tonnes, making up 5.1% of
India’s total oil imports
that month. In terms of
quantity, this was nearly
82% higher than in July,
and more than 130% high-
er than in August last year

e data also shows that
India paid an average ol
$810.6 per tonne of oil to
the U.S., much higher than
the average price of $640
per tonne it paid across all
its oil imports in August.
Oil from the U.S. has been
costlier than average since
June 2026,

Notably, India's oil im-
ports from the UAE also
jumped in August 2026 as
the two countries esta-
blished alternate supply
routes through ports rela-
tively un-impacted by the
war in West Asia,

Oll imports from the
UAE, at 33 lakh tonnes,
made up 17.4% of India’s to-
tal ofl imports and 16,9% of
its oil import bill.
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India opens additional control
room in Mecca to assist pilgrims

REUTERS

India has established an additional control room in Mecca to assist
its Umrah pilgrims affected by flight disruptions between India and
Saudi Arabia, the Indian Consulate in Jeddah has said. Indian
nationals requiring assistance can contact the Mecca control room
at +966 553646966, the consulate said in a post on X. PTI
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] International Yoga Day
. India Nordic Sum\lyt/

A, S hi TAATT 'Fﬁ'Q'I'Q' (Land Borders)
FeteTRaa o & Toh 39T o Q1Y & Tdt 22

(A) = (Egypt), SiTed, e ST Hifa

(B) @ (Egypt), SiTe, 50k ST HifEn

(C) A, HifET, el 31 3 Siteq

(D) fi& (Egypt), G3al 3, A I i
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