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Separation of powers and CJI's refusal

Win did the Opypxesition sevd 2 meeting with the CHF Wt allegaons did & raise agaesd the CEE? Why dicd the CH refuse the reguest” Whae remedhes did Rahul
Gl sevdk from the Supremie Court? Hos does separation of powers apply 1o the cee® Whet does Juchclad propeiety reguase of pdges”

Kt bl Mapaoopal

The wory so e
haet hasmce of Indls S e
decined & regpacst maade by
Oppesition beaders for an
sschercw o Ao alegations
Arar Chbet Blecton Cornambakomer
B0 Grassend Kasuer s condect during
the Sqwvital Insencve Rentan (GR)
proces, dorgide devmtaen of peacefud
peotestons and Bhe b it of anerid

Thee refursd was whuwed i the ethem

of masesseg 1 seutral deeevce froee the

potihcad tichet. The s betier
craplustsod that the jubciary canrt blur
corermate gl bres

“A s while agn, the
O Nathont One Edecton e
Parlamentsy Comendmes (O hod
perorpemed w0 maeet thee juadges of the
Supowre Courr. The aders of fae far
hua! qguesthmed bare
coubd raeer padges when the Ml os
wrssharmuas cecsors wis il under
corstderanon. The b, which rmay
crnangte froen the Bl coudd one duary,
dhoran thee e, comme up Defome e coun
= challenge. S0, 1 principie, | doer e
P the e Jastior was wiong in
appivag the satw slesdard sbwas
roeenrg Mr Rabad Gonndd 2 wan appded
= the irsearce of the JPC. & s o motter of
PROPTheTY.” senhor advocae CL Singh
el

Wiy did the Opposision approach the
f:(l:id-t 10, fe Leaders of thw

Gandid, respecinedy, woute 0 O Kart 0
marked 2 rare and Mook inance of the
Opgrmition dwecdy engagng the hghest
Pt ofhoe of e comptry W coemplan
agarod wysbver comsd uSoral asby iy,
the CRLC

Thee bartef rexpaese, sabeatiod on 4 pent
rertead, aamnd tha B tavn eaders
winhud 50 mdwrst & memormdisn to the
(Daief pasticr conoerning the (50 and the
Hecson Cormpmsarn of Indha Sere houn
aber twe bl crachdonm on
citorrn e rovgudtion of
CRC Cyanesh Krvad, the represerdatan
waid the artwtrary arvese of stukeres,
Chomare of Mero sdatern., Canoelahom of
tratms, and bharricadiong of arterial rosds
creaned an “drsospivene of dege s the
oy off D™,

W Candd olowed up w3 sevonsd
detaled reprosereation 1o O Kt on
Ocwiey 11 He wnsdersoosnd the Sagwenre
Comrt's rode an the pardun of the
Constfuson sl the fusdencrdal rgds of
ey Otbs (o vote. TWrting i his
capecity o the Lowder of the Opypenitim
= thw Lok Sabha on betaal! of crores of
volers arodous dbwout the bateprity of e
ebecraal sl S Candiy powsed oax
Uhaat bee s abr & meesrdey of the
SeberTon Cormenites comarnEed under
Section T of the Chied Blectan
Cossrdessrwr and Other Bvton
ConsTtamaanT .
Condisors of Service 20d Term of (e

He wrped the O o divect 2 complete
dachomare of SIR secords with thw
Elecmon Commaiss o) and the seming of an

spprardreent on October 12 betwoen 4
P and 5 pmowo adenit 3 memocmdum,
the CF notedd thae the oy segardeg the
CRE. the artsarary srmesss, Vietro clossre
arx] trmn cancorlltions, cic., were albosdy
wih ce before the oot

) sned e, “therhore, corvenig
& et b0 i peradig Cases wounkd
wholly comtravens the principle of
Separatan of Posvers, an wdross Gt of
the busic anacnaw docoraw of dw
Cotad e ol bnlie arad aond] e
Incomamite » 1h fw eddutaded cthan
aned padecial progeien”

The rwo-puge respanss 3o rereinded
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framework dd not vt the Seprome
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with the s n your e,
Bl the (0 sabd the Supmestee Court win
ary bosnd on e padiclal dde 1
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The o padee retberaded in s reply o
the COypposdthon nadees the cousts
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The CJ s tar periinns rabsng
peradiel boses were Baed bor hearing on
Ocsoier 11 He sakd the beadier, acting on
gl advicw, condd tie thew petthm on
Octoiber 12 The CN observed that the
ey coukd ble dhetr pestan on
Oty 1 buasend om beggd advace, st ing
that "y such pettton shall be head =

What doos the law wry?
At the heart of the Ol resposse lie thoee
factors - the doctrine of sopwrstiom of
Py, b padice nubes and padel
propriety, aad the Bangadore racipho
As Ched pastine baw s respone sad,
the separatson of powers, whoch deades
Py nance aindy Toe Diee Sslan
orgarn of the , the eancastive,
ara] Ove paduciary, was an sraberabde pan
of thw bassx sructiew of e Comstiigion.
The Comart furs Thonss & ) bngpeial
arbiter with 2 clear mandate 1o
dhagmanes bnpuriiadly, appdy s, and
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When bhon judiclal proprieny come
under scrutiny”

Privee Minnsier Naretaien Modh's X004 v
to the sesddencr of then (heef hasticr of
Irnda, hestuoe [hamanpes umdrached, o
pordrm poca Jerirg Gasesh Chatanhy
doew pulilc CHfachm over petorpines of
the ewrcustve and padic by conpng up.
Fetorioal provedents of servrg padpes
eNpressng shmirmen e podikcal Sgares
Inchade hovtoe PN Blugnas sennday &
congratabsony aer o Indiea Candsi
upon her reterm o power, aad ussor
MR Shah N describing Primse
Mintrr a8 & “mmodked and & heso™.
Shrubarty, formeer Supoere Court padge
Arnum Miadees had sparbed comtroveryy s
bty describing Primse Vimdaer Shadi
5 4 “verstie prrsan ™ ad an
“wnernabonaly aocbired ssborany whe
can think globl ard act locally™.
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A case for joining the global carbon coalition

0 July 31, nearly 500 Indlan companies

acries seven sl secsors filed thedr

fest-ever compliance repocts under the
nationsd Carbon Credit Tradieg Schgsme (CUTS).
The o : = 00 AP since XIS - 18
now live with Binding tengets, penalties and real
entitees, The Srst credits are doe 10 be issued in
October, with trading on power exchanges
expecied 10 follow between November and
January. In My, the European Undon, China, and

Brazl knunched th%‘

2 the way the world's
compliance carbom masrkets communicate wich
each other. Cermany and New Zealand jodned as
the first new members; Canada, France, Norway,
Singapore, Thrkiye and the United Kingdom have
simoe folowed. On Sepeember 14, @t &5 mesting in
Wuhae, the coalition adopted s first work plan.

Inddia has staved cutside so Bar, With s oun
market now live, the moew interesting quaestion is
no longer whesther India can afford 10 build a
carbon price - n already has. 1t is whether India
can afford 10 sit outsade the room where its rules
et wrisen. Or is it best avolded due o
unforeseen risks? The OCCCM is a collsborative
inrtative for exchange on carbon priong
mechanisms; monhonng, repornng and
venhcation (MRV) syssems, carbon acoounting
methodologies, and rules related 10 the potencial
use of high-integrity offsets.

In India, the governiment has adopied a
compliance carbom market framework in the
form of a Carbon Crede Trading Scheme (CCTS),
which & currently in s Best pluse. The OCTS
(compliance) & set up 1o delver on India's
Natiomalh Determsine] Contribution (NDC)
Largets and the 2070 net-oero goal.

The bsue of a carbon price

There e two key resssoms why India must
serionedy consider jotning the OCOCM. The first is
the probferation of carbon prcing systems
workdwade, The sdea of barving a carbon price as a
key instrument, supported by complementary
pokcy instraments, ts back at the high table, i
mininises the economy-wide cost of mitigation
{critical for the global South) and cam promote

o\

Vartbhav
Chatwrved)

Sonvw Felom M e
Cownch on Erargy,
Ervaronment and
Water (CTEW)

¥

P

Catherime
Wolfram

The Wl Bwmon
Rogen: Profemcr of
Ererpy Economics
e NIT Sloan Schoy
ol Masagerient, US

i should
Jodn the Open
Coalition on
Compliance

Carbon Markets,

as it aligns well
with the
COURIEY s
decarbonisation
Chotces

a2yq

Esovation while minimising the Impact on the
villnerabde. It can also deliver sinilicam fscal
reveraes o 3 B when governmen! nesouroes
are incressingly strvached, including by the
mpacts of chmae chamgge - from hestwanees 1o
devietating Noods. As of now, aver 50 countries
have instituted carbom poicing messsures, As the
world advances towards a net-zero future, the
Reelihood thest more and more coumtries adoge
carbon price i high.

We could be looking at a future where 3 bulk of
emissions would be priced. At some point, more
and moee of these domestic carbon peicing
systems will be linked - even If partially - 1o
better coordmate. While the beginning of OOOCM
focuses on knosledere exchange, one posential
o0g term strsegic outoome is mnpeoved
mteroperability ssong domestic carbom pricing
systemns, It could be vakaable 1o Bnk ndia's CCTS
tcomplaance) to other Garbon trading systems,
given the potential 10 earm revesss fom
parisdictions with move stringent mitigation
tarpets.

On ‘dimate clubs'

The second s o be better prepared in cese a
coalition along the knes of the EU's Carbon
Border Adustmenm Mechanism (CBAM) develops.
The idea of ‘dimaee clubs” Is reemergng as
gropoliics ractures Unlted Nacons Framework
Convenoon on Chmase Change (LNFOOO)
dsoussions and aiencion [urms w
mplementation. A repoet on a cimene coalition
centred around the CEAM lsaue was redeased In
the context of an ndependent cosmcil convened
bry the COPI0 President, Ambassador Andné
Aranha Corrda do Lago (The weiters of this artiche
are the co-suhoes of the repoet). The report
describes altermstive scemsrios for CEAM
coalitions in which there could be uniform or
dSerentiated carbon prices across
member-countries, incentives for
member-countries, and persalties koo
nonrmember coumtres, With the European
Union CHAM now operasional, and many ocher
coumtries compemplatmg their own versons of
CBAM, being betrer prepared on this front Is
abschutely critical for India. Whilke the OOCCM

does not mention CEBAM explichily - mast
probably because of the sharp reactions the tens
evokes, especially during cimase negotisstions -
OOOCM's obfectives around the MRV, carbon
acoounting, and domestic compiiamce markets
are very relevant Soe being better prvpured 10
deal with the CRAM workd

Why joiming matters now

Are there potential nsks in joining the coabtion?
The coalition i= about better algnment of
domestic complance markets and carbon pricing
across countries. It does not seek o enfiorce vy
mEgation targets or any other decison.
However, as discussions evolve, some critical
decisions are likely 10 be made by coalitkon
members. COOCMs govemmance strciuee
conssts of gh-devel meetings (the highwest
decision making body), executive eved meetings,
themsatic working grougs amd a Secretariat. It is
critical 10 B i the rooe and shape the
decussions rather than respond 1o the
developmnents as an outsider. The risk is more in
being an outsider. That Bracal = a founding
member, and other like-minded developing
coumtries are i the process of becoming
members, should be a source of comdort for
India.

Some aspects of the future world are beedy:
gropolities will remain fracoured, climase
negotsations will contimse 1o meet logjams, the
profile of carbon peicing will continue 10 rise
across countries, and eforts from ouside the
Parks Agrecaent framewoek will become
Incressingly mportae o achining the
agroement’s goals. bn this context, the role plinped
bry commtry-backed dimate coalitions will likely
drorw.

The OCCUM aligns well with bnck s
decarbonisation cholces and offers 3 wasful
phatform mot just o learn about Carbon markets,
tar akso 10 be better prepared to engage with
other mational carbon priceg archbectures and
border carbon tases within the evolving
gropoliticad landscape. India should consader
making this move sooner rather than later,

The vover cxpveony ore persorsal
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Telangana seeks 100% MSP Z RN

procurement amid drought

Half of State’s mandals are drought-hit; Agriculture Minister suggests lifting of 25% procurement
cap on major crops; the ‘khet bachao abhivan’ will be implemented from October 22, he adds

The Hindu Bureau
HYDERABAD

rought conditions
are prevailing
across 315 out of

621 wandals in Telangana
and different sections are
awaiting reliel measures
from the Centre, State
Agriculture Minister Tum
mala Nageswara Rao has
said. He has requested the
Centre to provide wage
employment work to farm-
workers and water conser-
vation works widely under
the Viksit Bharat - Guaran-
tee for Rozgar and Ajeevika
Mission (Gramin)
programime

Mr. Rao said that the
khet bachao abhiyan would

.....
’

Dashed hopes: Paddy crop withering without rain in Pulkal mandal

in Sangareddy distnct of Telangana, SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

be implemented in the
State from October 22 o
30 with the national agri-
cultural institutions and
universities. During a vir
tual meeting chaired by
Union Agriculture Minister

Shivraj Singh Chouhan, he
sought additional budge-
tary allocation for micro-ir-
rigation implements and
inter-cropping seed
Reiterating the request
for 100% procurement of

maize, jowar, and other
major crops, Mr. Rao sug
gested lifting of the 25%
cap on the procurement of
such crops under the mini-
mum support price-price
support scheme opera
tions. He further wanted
the Centre to rationalise
the prices of fertilizers and
subsidies.

He said that such mea-
sures were necessary in
the wake of the El Nifio im-
pact on the State as the
would help farmers co
trol the loss to some ex-
tent.,

He felt that farmers
would adapt to the crop
pattern changes only if
their produce was pro-
cured entirely at MSP.

AN‘
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CISF to overhaul its administrative structure

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Central Industrial Se-
curity Force (CISF) is all set
to overhaul its administra-
tive and operational struc
ture to strengthen special-
ised security management
across critical indrastruc-
ture and strategic esta-
blishments under its pro-
tection.

The revised arrange
ments, approved by the Mi-
nistry of Home AHairs
(MHA), will come into el-
fect on November 1, the
force said in a statement.

The reorganisation aims
to align the force's supervi
sOry structure more close-
ly with the specific security
requirements of different
sectors, including power,
coal, steel, petroleum and
natural gas, ports, govern-
ment buildings, museums,
monuments and mass ra-
pid transit systems.

The objective is to im-
prove operational over
sight, promote sector-spec
ific  expertise, ensure
greater untlormity in se-
curity  practices and
strengthen coordination
with the Ministries, De

partments and installation
managements.

The CISF provides se-
curity to a wide range of es-
tablishments, including
Arports, seaports, atomic
energy and space installa-
tions, power plants, power
grids, steel plants, coal
mines, petroleum and nat-
ural gas facilitles, currency
note presses, government
buildings, iconic monu-
ments, and mass transit
systems.

Each sector has distinct
operational processes, in-
frastructure, potential ha-

zards, and security
vulnerabilities,
Supervisory structure

Under the earlier arrange-
ment, administrative and
operational  supervision
was largely  organised
along geographical lines.
Over the past 25 years, the
CISF  has progressively
adopted a functional ap-
proach in selected sectors,
including aviation and stra
tegic establishments under
the Department of Atomic
Energy and the Depart-
ment ol Space.

After the review of its su-
pervisory  structure, the

The revamp aims to align the force’s supervisory structure
with specific security requirements of dfferent sectors. FLE PHOT0

National Capital Region
Sector has been reorgan-
ised into the Government
Bullding Museums & Mon-
uments and Mass Rapid
Transit System (GBMM &
MRTS) Sector, New Delhi
The North Sector (New
Delhi) and North Eastern
Sector-ll (Kolkata) have
been restructured as the
Power-l and Power-ll Sec-
tors, respectively.

The Eastern Sector
(Ranchi) has been transi
tioned into the Coal Sector,
while the Central Sector
(Bhilad) is now the dedicat-
ed Steed Sector. The North
Eastern Sector (Guwahati)

has been transformed into
the Petroleum & Natural
(Gas Sector,

To strengthen security
management at maritime
trade infrastructure, the
Western Sector (Mumbai)
and the Southern Sector
(Chennail) have been trans-
formed into the West Coast
Port Sector and the East
Coast Port Sector,
respectively.

The Department of
Atomic Energy and the De
partment of Space Sector,
Bengaluru, Alrport Sec-
tor-1, New Delhi, and Alr-
port Sector-ll, Bengaluru,
will continue under their

Youlube Homework

respective functional
arrangements.

The reorganisation as-
sumes significance as the
CISF's mandate expands
bevond conventional in-
dustrial security to encom-
pass new and specialised
security responsibilities.
The force has been desig-
nated as a Recognised Se-
curity Organisation (RSO)
for port facilities under the
International Ship and Port
Facilty Security (ISPS)
Code. The functional rea-
lignment of port-sector s
pervision is expected
support the developme
of specialised port-securi
expertise and coordinatic
with port authoritles and
other stakeholders.

The CISF has also been
entrusted with security
responsibilities at high-se-
curity correctional facili-
ties in Jammu and Kashmir
and designated as the no-
dal agency for aerial secur
ity of critical infrastruc-
ture, These responsibilities
require specialised train-
ing, clear operational ac-
countability and a coordi-

> Article — 33/34

naed  approach o
emerging security
challenges.
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Much to the relief of fami-
lies sacrificing their life sav-
ings for professional edu-
cation, the Supreme Cou
has ruled that students e}
rolling in professio
courses must know thdr
exact expenges frong LS
outset.

ording W
the very threshold, the fi-
nancial Hability that they
or their family is undertak-
ing,” a Bench of Justices
P.S. Narasimha and Alok
Aradhe held.

The court said mid-
stream fee hikes were im-
permissible except under
unforeseeable or extraor-
dinary economic condi-
tions or statutory changes.

simid-ter

‘

Fee-fixat] committees
must ction as continu-
ing pfStitutions, capable of
pficipating costs, under-
bking periodic  assess-
ments, and making timely
decisions.

JuMified, not arbitrary’
the All India Council
i Technic ucation

Zegulationg 1994, 3 o
"A student effterigf™a mﬂmﬂ.m. Pollcy,

ter regulatory fra-
ks that pre-empt ar-
y fee increases by
self-financing higher edu-
cational institutions while
preserving legitimate fiscal
space for them, the court
added.

The verdict said the legi-
timate interest of students
and parents to have cer-
tainty about the reasona
ble fee payable for the
course must be balanced
with the interest of self-fi-
nancing educational insti-

tutions to secure adequate
resources for providing
quality education and im-
proving standards. The
court clarified that it was
not against periodic fee
revision.

“If such cost is not reco-
vered from the students at
the relevant time and is de-
ferred to future batches, an
inevitable revenue deficit
would certainly arise and
will either have a cascading
effect on future batches or

adversely affect the eco
nomic viability of the insti-
tution. It will have its own
fallout on the infrastruc-
ture, quality of lecturers
and professors, and also
adversely affect studemt
welfare,” the judgment
explained.

Fee certainty through
efficient regulation is the
paramount principle.
There should be a sense of
predictability about the fi-
nancial liability of higher
education. The authorities
must notify the fee payable
for the entire course before
a student takes admission,
the court said.

Fee disparity

The judgment, authored
by Justice Narasimha, not-
ed that National Sample
Survey Office data showed
that professional course
fees were a staggering 71I%
higher than those for gen-

ee hike in professional courses

eral  academic pro
grammes.

“For the overwhelming
majority of households,
the fee payable for a pro-
fessional course consti-
tutes a substantial part of
the family’s income and
savings; it is not a matter of
incidental expenditure,”
the court observed.

The court spoke for mil-
lions of parents who strug
gle to pay for their chil-
dren's professional
courses. Many families also
rely on student loans to
pay for higher education.

“Adverse variations in fi-
nancial commitment, and
the insecurities that it may
create, will impact the stu-
dent and the family, and,
in the long run, have an ad-
verse effect on the quality
and character of the pro-
fessionals that are in the
making,” the top court cau-
toned,

Youlube Homework

“>!NEP ! _

194y




Kuki organisation announces
‘total shutdown’ of highway
in Manipur after attacks

Rahul Karmakar
GUWAHATI

A Kuki organisation on
Sunday announced a “total
shutdown™ of National
Highway 202 for four days
to protest the continuing
violence and the “absence
of a credible security ar-
rangement”.

The Working Commit-
tee of Kuki Civil Society Or-
ganisatons (WCKCSO)
called the shutdown from
October 18 to 22, following
a series of attacks on villag-
es in Manipur's Kamjong
district.

At least one person, a
Kuki villager, and several
were injured and at least 15
houses were torched in at-

tacks that continued till Sa-
turday night.

The WCKCSO accused
Naga extremists of attack-
ing Chassad and other Kuki
villages near the Myanmar
border. Naga organisa-
tions, on the other hand,
accused Kuki armed
groups of attacking Naga
villages.

SP transferred

Meanwhile, the Manipur
government replaced Tho-
lu Rocky with Jay Barange

as the Superintendent of

Police of Kamjong district.

The Manipur Naga
Youth Organisation con-
demned the State authori-
ties for transferring Mr.
Rocky, allegedly at the in-

=)

sistence of Kuki MLA Kim-
neo Hangsing. The organi-
sation alleged that Ms
Hangsing urged Chief N
nister Yumnam Khe

Rocky as he was a |
while “turning a blind gy

legedly involved in the
13 Konsakhul (Kangp
district) kidnapping ahgd
killings. |

“The Nagas have long
endured the State adminis
tration’s law and order fai-
lure in the hope of an early
return of peace and nor-
malcy, but the present go-
vernment appears (to be)
appeasing only the trou-
blemakers,” the organisa-
tion said.
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WHAT IS IT?

Satellite radiati

Vasudevan Mukunth

ommunications satellites in
C low-earth orbit are emitting radio

signals that interfere with
astronomy across a range of frequencies,
a study published in Monthly Notices of
the Royal Astronomical Society has
reported.

The findings, reported under a
satellite radiation monitoring
programme called SNIFFLES, suggest
protecting the interests of astronomers
requires operators to regulate licensed
transmissions as well as stray radiation
from onboard electronics.

The study authors used the Mopra
radio telescope and the Australia
Telescope Compact Array to track
satellites of the Starlink, OneWeb, and
China's Guowang constellations across
nearly 376 hours from April 2024.

Based on their observations, they
classified the radiation as intended,
unwanted, and unintended. Intended
transmissions included direct-to-cell
signals from Starlink satellites.
Unwanted transmissions included
emissions from transmitters, including
signals at multiples of the transmission
frequency (harmonics). Unintended
radiation included stray emissions from
electronic components, such as power
converters and computers.

The authors also found a signal from
the OneWeb constellation at 1,613.19
megahertz (MHz) that could get in the
way of telescopes studying hydroxyl ions
(<OH ) in space. They also reported
radiation at 2,700 Hz appearing in nearly

: blocking views

A view of radio telescopes of the Karl G, Jansky
Very Large Array in the U.S. YIFU WUYUNSPLASH

77% of observations from a specific
version of Starlink satellites.

Some signals were also
100-billion-times brighter than typical
astronomical sources, which the authors
warned could overwhelm telescopes.

The study's authors concluded that
operators could adopt existing
international rules about radio
transmissions through the atmosphere
to control emissions from satellites in
earth orbit. They also called for
operators, satellite designers, and space
agencies to continuously monitor
emissions, especially as direct-to-cell
services expand via private enterprises
like Starlink and Amazon Leo.
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Analysing female labour of the North East States and UTs
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French police arrest 1,800 as clashes.
looting, arson mar ‘student’ protests

Associaed Pres
PANIS

The podice arressed o least
LSN) e
France alter violess groups
shed with o®cers and

ALTISS

looted shops durieg
bomwade  demoestrations
that drew hundreds of
thousanck who demouncoed
rising Iving costs and poor
conditions n schook

Mrhorekes sald masked
groups om Saturday set
fires and astacked public
buildings, mxluding city
hals, in severad dties

In Limoges, a4 ooy in
central France, Names en
pulled the 19th-centsmry G-
ty Hall, causing »s roof 1o
collapse Maute-Vienme
prefect Maunce Barate told
L) tedevision that the fire
was debberately set and
the blaxe nearly destroved
the buliding. The fire was
under control on Suedn

Fremch Presidemt Em
manoed Macron, alter an
emerpency meeting with

ger and shame ™

Nothing Justithes” the
unbridied” violemce
seen im nationwide
cost of living protests
this weekemd: Macron

l‘“il'.i'\
on Sumchy afternoon, sikd
"mothing justifies" the “un
bridied™ violemce seen In
natiomwide cost of living
prosests this weekend
“Tonighe, we all feed an
.‘t'f \'.‘
cron sasd in an addeess 0
the nation, adding thas
there et be a destasction
between protesters with
“lewitimate Semamds™ with
"those who destroved,
smashed, and loomed™
“The rght 1o protest 15 2
fundamemal rght. Delib-
colecuvely
sowing disorder through
violence & not” [neerior
Minkter Laurent Nunez
wWrote on X, podnong o the
loating of Passdireds of hu

op  government

ey ana

sinessars in cithes such as

Pars, Marseille, Lyon and
Bordeaux.

About 550,000 people
100K Part m profests acrss
France, accondieg 10 auh
while
cottnted abot SO0 00x)
Moee than 500 palice off

QrExs, ONaliesaers

ers, pendarmes, and fre
fighters were injured, Mr
Nureez <akd

One persom died of a
heart attack, the Paris pol
e sabld, withous prosviding
detalls. Paris prosecutors’
office sakd e was Investhos
ing. Paris poldice said Sem
day 855 people were ar
rest]  in the  French
capral reghon akoee,

Mixed reactions
Far-rght leader and presi
dencial hopeful Marine Le
Pen hished ot ot Gar-lelt
rival jean-Lae Méeenchon,
who oined the march.
"Looting, rassacking,
destroving and amacking
Lw esdorcement: Rloters
huve again spoibed the Dct
17 demonstratoes for the

protectiom of pusrchasing
power,” she wrote on X

LS. Prescdent Donald
Tramp [.‘u)ll\] “Framxe &
Barning!™ on his Truth So
clal platiorm, apparcsaly
Beking the unrest o “the
svangdrabon ol
from an entevh different
world”

French smethorities haree
nt linked Immigramts to
the noteg and have e
peatedy attrbased some
of the violence 10 "radical
fardeft groups™ and other
people who joined o oot

Paris Mayor Ememanued
Geogoiw
creation of an emergency
et 10 support busmesses
assess the damage. "The
scale of the amage s con
aderable and  unprece
dented,”  Mr.  Grégoire
WIoee In an open eter
“Paris Is a cdoy of Ireodoms,

ll'll'l'l'

aexeexed the

debae and  demonstra
ok, I must remain sa

But it must also be a oy
ﬁh.':.' v iu LN Canl |‘|llk
and rum a business ssifely”
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Associated Press

KYIV

krainian strikes set
an oil export termi-
nal and a depot

ablaze in St. Petersburg on
Sunday as Kyiv launched
more than 1,000 drones at
Russia in one of its largest
aerial artacks of the war.

The strikes came as ten-
sions between Ukraine and
Washington  deepened,
with US. President Donald
Trump criticising Kyiv's at-
tacks on Russian oil infras-
tructure and the prospect
of further US. sanctions
against  Moscow  stll
uncertain.

Speaking on NBCS
“Meet the Press” on Sun-

Moscow’s invasion but could not ‘ch

a2y

C\

% the current course of

Critical hit: Smoke rises above the city lollowing an & attack on
the oil site in S Petersburg, Russa on Sunday. AP

day, Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy said
walving sanctions against
Moscow would strengthen
Russian President Viadimir
Putin’s war effort. He also

said U.S.-Ukraine intelli-
gence ah.mng had res-
umed after being “blocked
for some period of time”.
Mr. Zelenskyy said that
while he trusted Mr

Trump, siding with Mos
cow would be a tragedy
and a “historic mistake"
for Washington.

One person was killed
and five others were
wounded in the St. Peters-
burg attack, which sparked
fires at the Petersburg Oil
Terminal and the city’s Ru-
chi oil depot, local gover-
nor Alexander Beglov said.

Russia's Defence Minis-
try said on Sunday that its
forces had destroved 1,015
Ukrainian drones over 15
Russian regions, the an-
nexed Ukrainian peninsula
of Crimea and the Black
Sea. Kremlin spokesperson
Dmitry Peskov told Rus-
sian state news agency Tass
that Kyiv was “resisting”

Moscow's
could not “

of evenus”™.
hile, in Ukraine,

ir-old girl was among
ast two other people
wpunded in two Russian
attacks on the southern Uk
rainian city of Zaporizhz-
hia, local officials said on

Separately, Ukraine’s
Foreign Ministry  apolo-
wsed after a drone entered
Lithuania’s airspace,
prompting authorities to
issue an air raid warning.
Russian electronic warfare
may have diverted the
drone against legitimate
military targets in Russia, it
said in a statement.
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‘Drove away Chinese
vessels involved in
maritime harassment’

Agence France-Presse
TAIPEI

Taiwan said on Sunday it
had driven away 16 Chi-
nese coast guard, research
and fishing vessels in-
volved in simultaneous
“maritime  harassment”
operations.

An “unusually large”
number of Chinese vessels
took part in the coordinat-
ed operations around Tai-
wan’s main island and Pra-
tas, a disputed island to the
southwest, the Taiwanese
coast guard said in a
statement.

It said that the Chinese
vesselscarried out “simul-
taneous operations at mul-
tiple locations and en-
gaged in hybrid warfare.

A Taiwan Coast Guard ship
patrols around Taiwan's
Kinmen islands. REUTERS

The locations were off
Taiwan’s eastern, southern
and southwestern coas-
tlines, and around Pratas.
Some of the Chinese ves-
sels entered Taiwan’s res-
tricted waters.

Taiwan controls Pratas,
but Beijing also claims the
island along with most of
the strategic waterway.

« « o« « Firstisland chain
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Spiral campaign’: forced contraception of Inuit women
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