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Moves [

he India-United Kingdom Comprehensive

Economic and Trade Agreement (CETA)

has opened the door to a new phase in
the relationship between the two countries, with
the focus now shifting from agreement to action.
The momentum is already being seen, as the
leaders from across the North of England have
been travelling together to India, for the first time
under The Great North banner to strengthen ties
on trade, investment, innovation, culture and the
visitor economy.

Beyond headlines
Agreements are only as powerful as the
regulatory alignment, and mobility provisions
matter enormously; yet, their true value is
realised only when businesses on the ground
understand precisely where and how they apply.
Keeping this in mind, the Northern Mayors were
joined by businesses, small and medium
enterprises and universities from across the
region to help bolster links, showcase the North's
economic assets and create new opportunities for
trade, investment and academic collaboration.
The North of England and India already have
deep and growing ties, with nearly 5,40,000
people of Indian origin living across the region.
Indian companies have invested over £1bn in the
Northwest alone, supporting more than 6,700
jobs, according to the Confederation of Indian
Industry report. Nearly 200 delegates from
across the North were part of the visit, bringing
together mayors, businesses, universities and
leaders from tourism, culture and sport to make
the case for the North as a destination for

U.K. Foreign Secretary David Lammy’s
statement (made in 2024) describing the trade
pact as “the floor, not the ceiling™ of the bilateral
relationship is the true essence of the current ties
between New Delhi and London. The agreement

Kishore
Jayaraman

The Group CEO of the
UK India Business
Council (UKIBC). He
has been the India
Chair of UKIBC and a
Member of the UKIBC
Group Board since
2016, and is also the
former President of
Rolls-Royce, India and
South Asia

Regional
partnerships can
help businesses
unlock the
potential of the
India-UK. trade

pact

is the result of several rounds of negotiations,
over the - 14 rounds of discussions, with
each point deliberated to deliver and cash-in on
strengths and individual goals of the two nations.
The UK. India Business Council, a mission
partner for the Great North delegation, is working
to help UK, businesses better understand the
opportunity and reframe how they see India.
India is no longer simply a market to sell into. It is
a strategic partner with the potential to become
an integral part of the U.K.'s research and
development (R and D), technology, talent and

supply chains.

Visits to action

In the last few years, the ministerial and
government visits have been largely with a
broader vision to keep the ball rolling. This was
seen with former UK. Prime Minister Sir Keir
Starmer's delegation coming to India in 2025 and
vice-versa. But this time we see policymakers
coming in to discuss the next steps, Government
meetings, business delegations, university
partnerships, R and D collaborations, sports and
cultural ties and targeted regional engagements in
business hubs of India. The itinerary was
designed to build a long-term relationship.

There is already some impact, with the
footprint of Indian businesses in the UK. having
expanded sharply this year, the number of
Indian-owned companies rising nearly 60% from
the previous year and combined revenues
surpassing £105 billion, according to the latest
India Meets Britain Tracker published by Grant
Thornton UK.

Bilateral trade between India and the UK. rose
to £47.4 billion in 2025, marking an 11.7% increase
from the previous year. Growth was concentrated
on advanced manufacturing, clean energy and
technology. With the CETA now in place, the
India-U.K. corridor is poised for unprecedented
growth, creating value for both economies.

e North of England to unlock India tracde

In one of the UK India Business Council
(UKIBC)'s reports on the CETA, it has focused on
regional collaboration, mapping them against the
sector-specific pathways for growth. A regional
approach to trade engagement offers India a
nuanced and targeted pathway into the UK.
economy; one that goes beyond London and into
the innovation-rich heartlands of Britain. The
report takes one step ahead from the macro view
and delves into specifics. Examine Maharashtra's
aerospace ambitions, Gujarat's chemical exports,
Karnataka’s world-class I'T ecosystem and Tamil
Nadu's pharmaceutical prowess. It asks not just
what this deal means for India or the UK. in
aggregate, but also what it means for the
industries and communities that will live with its
consequences day to day.

Conversations need to translate into business.
For a micro, small and medium enterprise, the
challenge is often not whether the benefits of a
trade agreement exist, but how one can access
them. That means understanding and navigating
the finer details, such as knowing that a tariff
preference exists, establishing whether a product
qualifies, meeting rules of origin, securing the
right documentation, and managing the
administrative costs of claiming the benefit. It can
be seen as an empowering process.

Business guide

As India signs more trade agreements, the task is
about ensuring businesses can take full advantage
of what has been negotiated on their behalf. To
simplify this, the UKIBC has developed a
U.K.-India CETA Business Utilisation Manual - A
Practical Activation Guide for Indian and UK
Businesses, which was launched recently by
Union Commerce and Industry Minister Piyush
Goval in London. The guide is designed 1o
simplify the agreement and help businesses
understand where the opportunities lie, whether
they qualify, and how to act on them.
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Opposition accuses BJP
in Odisha of ‘silence’ on

disputed region with A.P.

Furore over Andhra Pradesh notification to conduct rural elections in three panchayats in Kotia
on Nov. 28; BJD and Congress allege Majhi gove. in a bind due to TDP's support to Union gove.

Satvasundar Barik
BHUBANESWAR

he Biju Janata Dal
I | (BJD) and Congress
on Tuesday ac

cused the Odisha unit of
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)
of compromising the State's
territorial integrity in Kotia
due 1o the Telugu Desam
Party's (TDP) support for
the Narendra Modi govern
ment at the Centre and
keeping a “studied silence’
about the region being
claimed by both Odisha
and Andhra Pradesh.

Both BJD and Congress
voiced concern about Kotia
after the TDPled Andhra
Pradesh government issued
a notihication for conduct-
ing rural polls in three pan-
chayats on November 28,
Former Chief Minister and
BID chief Naveen Patnaik
has also penned a letter 10
Odisha CM Mohan Charan
Majhi drawing his attention
to the notification,

Odisha's Revenue and
Disaster Management M-
nister Suresh Pujari, who
was at home for Dasara ho-
lickay on Tuesday, took a re-

Tribal women from Kotia wilage on the Andhra Odsha border
transport firewood for their daily needs. rat proTo

view meeting virtually with
senior ofhcials incduding
the department’s Secretary
Arabinda Padhee, Revenue
Divisional Commissioner
(Southern Division) San-
gram Keshari Mohapatra
and Koraput District Magis-
trate Manoj Satyawan Ma-
hajan from Sambalpur dis
trict. Mr. Pujari instructed
Mr. Mahajan and Koraput's
Superintendent of Police to
keep a close watch on situa-
tion in Kotia.

Odisha and Andhra Pra-
desh have been locked in a
territorial dispute over Ko-
tia for more than seven de-
cades dating back to March

1955 when Andhra officials
attempted o0 collect remt
from villagers. Efforts by
then Union Home Minister
Y.B. Chavan to resolve the
dispute failed, prompting
Odisha 10 move the Su-
preme Court in 1968,

In order to win over the
local populace, Andhra
Pradesh stepped up the im
plementation of wellare
schemes in the region after
2015. Reacting to it, Odisha
formed an  inter-depart-
mental committee in 2018
to monitor welfare activi-
ties and road construction
by Andhra Pradesh. The
then B]D government had

announced a special pack-
age of over TNO0 crore for
Kotia’s development. Both
States subsequently held
panchayat elections in the
disputed region in 2021 and
2022, A majority of voters

in Kotia's villages hold voter
identity cards of both
States,

“The BIP government in
Odisha had formed a high
power committee on the
Kotia issue. It was hardly
convened once or twice
and the meeting outcomes
were never made public. If
the Odisha government
dares 10 take action against
Andhra Pradesh, there s a
possibility that the Naren
dra Modi government could
collapse,” claimed BJD MLA
Arun Sahoo.

‘Govt, has surrendered’
Odisha Pradesh Congress
chief Bhakta Charan Das al-
50 hurled a similar allega-
tion. “Why is the silence?
What we have understood
that BJP at the Centre is de
pending on TDP's support.
For this, Odisha's BJP go-
vernment has  surren
dered” he said.
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Keralam govt. seeks clear FSSAI criteria on

food with high levels of {2

The Hindu Bureau
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM:

The Keralam government
will strengthen all legal
measures to curb un-
t"u‘.l"]l" cduing Il,"its
among chidren and pre-
vent excessive consump-
tion of junk food, Health
Minister K. Muraleedharan
said .

The State would ap-
proach the Food Safety
and Standards Authority of
India (FSSAI) seeking clari-
ty on the definition of
HFSS (high fat, sugar and
salt) food and on the crite-
ria for regulating their sale,
he said in a statement here.

As junk food has no pre-
cise scientific definition,
there is no clarity on which
food items should be in-

12d

Keralam says that without clear guidelines, it is difficult to regulate
sales of junk food near schools. v. RAJU

cluded in this category or
how their sale should be
regulated. Foods contain-
ing high levels of fat, sugar
and salt can be classified as
HFSS, but clear criteria
and guidelines are needed

such criteria which is ham-
pering efforts to draw up a
list of HFSS food and to reg-
ulate its sales near schools.

On August 7. 2026. the
FSSAL published a draflt

u*"lll‘nlu NN oOn

to fix the upper limits. At
present, it is the absence of

dratt proposes that o sonn

10OOd contains more than

s |hw

r and salt
Crd- RESS

4.2 g of fat

0.625 g of salt per 100 g, it

L & Of sugar 01

nould be considered as
LHELL IEVELS.

Mr. Muraleedharan said
that only when the draft
regulation was fnalised
and incorporated into stat-
utory rules would the
States have a clear legal
standing to prepare a list of
HFSS food and to ban or
restrict their sale near
schools. The State would
write to the FSSAI request-
ing that criteria be finalised
without delay, he said

The government was
implementing the Eat
Right School programme
to ensure safe, balanced
and nutritious food in

schools and to foster
healthy eating habits
among children.

Youlube Homework




Vijaita Singh

NEW DELHI

he draft proposed

by the Centre for a

unique constity-
tional arrangement in La-
dakh says that the Lieute-
nant-Governor (L-G) would
be the final authority on
any regulation made by the
Union Territory-Jevel elect-
ed body.

In the document titled
“Constitutional and Statu-
tory Framework”, in res
ponse 1o a question on
how the UT.level body’s
decisions would take el
fect, the Ministry of Home
Affairs (MHA) said, "As a le-
gislative practice en-
shrined in the Constitution
of India, every regulation
(law) made by the U.T.-level
body would go to the Lt
Governor and would take
eflect alter his assent.”

Two  civil  society
groups, Leh Apex Body
(LAB) and Kargil Demo-
cratic Alliance (KDA), are
part of a high-level com-
mittee constituted by the
Centre in 2023, 10 ensure
constitutional safeguards
for the region, following
the revocation of Article
370's applicability in the
erstwhile State of Jammu

Members of the LAB and the KDA have long demanded the inclusion

of Ladakh in the Sixth Schedule of the Constitution. FILE PHOTD

and Kashmir in 2019.

The draft, accessed by
The Hindu, asks, whether
the delimitation of consti-
tuencies for the proposed
UT.devel elected body will
be done by an election
authority or a Delimitation
Commission.

It asks whether the de-
limitation would be only
population-based or based
on both population and
area in different propor-
tions such as 50-50, 60-40
or 40-60 or based on pop-
ulation, panchayat boun-
daries, seasonal inaccessi-
bility, administrative
boundaries and public
convenlence. There are
questions about the electo-
ral rolls whether it will be
local body electoral rolls or
Lok Sabha poll rolls. On

women's representation,
the draft explores multiple
options, including reserv-
ing one-third or up to 50%
of the seats in the pro-
posed body for women. It
also invites suggestions on
whether such reservation
should apply only 1o elect-
ed seats or extend to nom-
inated positions as well,
The draft proposes that
the new constitutional
amendment would create
a special governance fra-
mework  for  Ladakh
through a new Article in
the Constitution, which
would provide constitu-
tional status to a UT -wide
elected body for Ladakh.
The draft seeks LABS
and KDAs views on several
institutional questions
whether LAHDCs should

receive constitutional sta-
tus or continue under the
existing LAHDC Act, 1997;
whether members of the
UT.-level body should be
elected directly by the pu-
blic or indirectly through
LAHDCs and panchayati
raj institutions; whether
nominated members
should include experts
with special knowledge;
the role of Member of Par-
liament and LAHDC Chief
Executive Councillors in

“The principal task at
this stage is to settle the
constitutional and institu-
tional choices that deter-
mine the coherence of the
entire framework. The pro-
posed next step is there
fore 1o approve the answ-
ers to the options in
principle, before proceed-
ing to the clause-by-clause
finalisation of the legisla-
tive instruments,” the draft
said.

It added that once the
decisions have been set-
tled, the constitutional
amendment and the pro-
posed regulation under Ar-
ticle 240 of the Constitu-
tion can be revised into a
coheremt package, sup-
ported by a clear subject-
allocation framework.
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Help sugar cane growers,
Karnataka CM urges Centre

Govt. should continue procurement of cane-based ethanol and increase minimum selling price
of sugar so that mills and factories can pay fair price to growers, says Shivakumar in letter to PM

The Hindu Bureau

BELAGAVI

arnataka Chief Mi-
Knistcr D.K. Shiva-
kumar has sought

the urgent intervention of
the Union government in
resolving the crisis faced
by sugar cane farmers. The
farmers have been on a
protest path seeking high-
er prices for sugar, cane,
and ethanol.

In a letter to Prime Mi-
nister Narendra Modi, the
Chief Minister presented a
list of demands that in-
clude policy changes.

The State government
would fulfil some of their
demands including moni-
toring of sugar factories,

~
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Distress times: Sugar cane growers staging a protest at Kalaburag
recently seeking higher prices, SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

he said. He urged Mr. Modi
to revise the minimum sell-
ing price of sugar that has
remained unchanged since
2019 and to reconsider the
exclusion of sugar cane-
based ethanol from pro-

curement tenders, Mr. Shi-
vakumar also sought an in-
crease in the price of sugar
cane-based ethanol.

“The minimum selling
price of sugar has re
mained at 31 per kg since

February 14, 2019, whereas
the fair and remunerative
price for sugarcane (that
factories are mandated to
pay farmers) has increased
from 2,750 to W,650 a
tonne. Given the sugar
price levels of 2019, mills
are unable to pay the fair
price for cane. Therefore,
the minimum selling price
of sugar should be re
vised,” he said.

Mr. Shivakumar urged
the Centre to reconsider its
decision not to procure
cane-based ethanol owing
to drought and rising sugar
prices. “This will adversely
affect sugar mills and and
diminish their ability to
make timely payments to
farmers,” he said.
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Aditya-L1 mission offers new insights
into the direction of solar eruptions

H th .8

BENGALURL

Scientists have generated
Doppler velocity images of
activities taking place in
the solar corona using data
obtained with the Visible
Emission Line Corona-
graph (VELC) pavload on-
board India’s makden solar
mission, Aditva-L1.

The Aditva-L1 satellite
generates Doppler velocity
images of the solar corona,
and these images are ex-
pected to provide informa-
tion on the propagation of
coronal mass ejections
(CMEs) along the Sun-
Earth direction, which has
been unavailable to date.,

Scientists at the Indian
Institute of Astrophysics
(lIA), who generated the
Doppler velocity images,
said It is well known that
solar activity leads to the
ejection of hot plasma.
They said that the massive

ISRO's Solar Mission Aditya-L1
entering halo orbit

and energetic plasma
cloud ejected during po-
werful eruptions like the
CMEs can travel either in
the direction of the Earth
or in any other direction
from the Sun.

Scientists said that be-
cause CMEs can disrupt
near-Earth space, It Is im-
portant to infer their direc-
tion of propagation from
the Sun as they erupt. “Un-

versally, it is taught in high
schools that the Doppler
effect in sound helps to un-
derstand whether a train is
approaching the railway
station platform or moving
away from it. A person
standing on the platform
would hear a steady in-
crease in the pitch of the
sound waves due to the
train’s whistle or horn
when the train Is coming
into the station. The pitch
would steadily decrease
when the train is moving
away from the station”
scientists said.

Doppler velocity

Using a similar Doppler ef
fect concept in light waves,
the scientists have now
generated Doppler velocity
images.

“The positive and nega-
tive Doppler velocities in-
dicate solar plasma moving
away from and towards the
direction of the observer,

respectively,” they said.

The detailed software
for processing the VELC
data is developed by Dr V,
Muthuprival, Senlor Pro-
ject Scientist with the
VELC payload operations
team in HA, and her team.
The technical details relat-
ed to the data processing
have been published re-
cently in the Astrophysical
Journal after imernational
peer review

According to R. Ra
mesh, Senior Professor in
lIA and Principal Investiga-
tor, VELC project, the Dop-
pler velocity images of the
solar corona are unigue.
Only VELC has the capabil
ity to generate such images
at present due o its one-of-
a-kind spectroscopic ob-
serving capability in the
visible wavelength range,
he sald. He added that the
related processed images
will be disseminated to the
schentibic community .
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Scientists unearth new instance of
‘contagious cancer’ in animals
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As Japan seeks chip-industry reboot,
it’s being pressed to build in the U.S.

Japan will invest up 1o $21 billion in chip actories in US: Japan pledged o invest in US. in return for lower tarifls; investment is measure for dealing
with Trump, source savs: the investment will benefit Japanese equipment manufacturers like Tokvo Electron whose earmings have swelled on Al

NEWS ANALYSES

Reuters
TOEKTD

apan & In the midst
of a mepor push w
revive its chip secior,

but s latest Investments
show how Tokyo s being
pulled into belping the US.
bulld up Ies own semicon
ductor industry.

Bpan will mvest up w0
$21 billiom 1w build two
Chip lactorses in New York
state, under a deal an
nounced last week by Glo-
halFonmnadres, which s ma
porityvowned by Abu
Dhabts sovereign wealth
fund, Mubudals Ievest-
ment Co

It is part of a pledge o
invest £550 billion in the
LS. made with the Trumgp
acdministracion In retuem
for lower tanfSs, Under thae
deal, the US. president -
not Japan - gets 1o select
the projects

That shows the price Ja-
pan is paying to maintan
trade relations with the
US., the workd's largess
econormy and s closest se-
curity partner. Bt the
pledge, agreed 1w I July
2028, will not do much to
resurrect Japan'’s chip in-
dustry and will have a I
mited mpact on improv
ing #ns supply chain
resilience, experts said

“Japan s hunding U.S
semiconductor  capacity
without necessanihv gain-
ing much of the advanoced

Ohp Wars: A sCroen Sanlays By
chip technology or domes
tic manufacturing capabili-
ties it wants” sad Nori
Chiou, investment director
at White Oak Caprital.

US. Presikdens Donakd
rump imposed taritfs on
countries  around  the
workl last year o Iry o
shrimk the US. tracle deh
cit, with governments in
South Korea and Taiwan al-
0 making Investmens
pledges

It is ot the Brst time
that  Japan  has  been
pushed around by the US
over chaps. In the K80 o
pan - the globally domi-
nant chipmaking centre
agreed 1o restrct semioon
ductor exports 1o the US.,
with memories of that pe
riod remaining a sore podne
for bureacrats in Tokyo.

"Investment in the U.S.
15, ultimastely, 3 meassure

) COMDanYy

oo

In the 1980% Lipan
agreed o resinia
sericonductor expors
o0 US with memories of
that period remaining

A SO0e poant for
bureaucrals m Tokyvo

for dealing with Trump. It
i essentially abont buying
time I order o maintain
the US. Japan relation
ship,” sasd a Japanese go
vermnment source, who de-
cined o be named as the
issue ts politcally
commenDous.

Indispensable partmer

Earlier this month, Japa-
nese  industry mingster
Ryosei  Akazawa, when

R0 Tov semaconduier and chp

aedt GlobaFoundnies Ing

hed il corporate inmvest
ment in the U.S. could wea-
ken mvestment in lapan,
said: “We believe that
vestimenit in the US. amd
domestic growth Invest
menst are entirely
comnpatibde.”

“Japan 5 & partmer the
LLS. cannot do without to
maintain #s supremacy as
a hegemonic power im eco-
nomikc, security and techn
ological terms” Akazawa
sanc] Bast week. He nepctian
ed the investment pledge
in & previous role,

The mvestment will be
nefit fapamnese squipment
manufacturers like Tokyo
Eectron, whose eamings
have swelled due to the Al
boom, while customers
will inchode Renesas Elec-
tromics, GlobalFoundries
CEO Tim Breen has said.

Tokyo needs 1o arrange

nthe US aporees

limancng lor the chip fac-
tories, with other previous-
Iy announced projects m-
uding il and natural
gasrelated  investments
and small nuclear reacrors.

The state-backed Japan
Bank  for  Imternational
Cooperation and commer-
¢l banks will provide
loans, with guarantees
from Nippon Export and
Investment Insurance

jJapanese  banks  hawve
been reductant to partici-
pate due to the cost of ac-
quiring the large amoum
of US. dolars reguired,
with Tokyo looking o
JPMargan and ogher US.
banks for help, Resters has
reported

Japan is hardly Nush
with cash, with the highest
debt1oCDP ratio in the
devedoped world and in-
vestor  concerns about

Prime Mimister Samae Ta-
kaichi's Nscal expansion

plans.

Investment as tax
Takalchi has ambitkons o
pour public private nvest
ment totalling some $2.3
trillion through Bscal 2040
acrass 17 strategic Bipanese
sectors, including Al and
chips.

AS  economic  securiny
has become frone of mind,
the government's thinking
baas shiifted to the view tha
havingg & manulactaring
base in Japan is extremely
important, said a govern-
ment source who dechined
to be named because the
matter is  politkcally
Conbenous

Japanms  Hagship chip-
sector project s Rapidus,
whach seeks o0 mass-pro-
duce cutting-edge chips
Sarnmg next vear bur s
widely viewed with scepel
cism by the industry,

Tokyo s also backing ro-
bot Al company Noetra
and has provided subsidies
to TSMC, Micron and Kiox
lato locate chipmaking ca
pacity in Japan

W US-made chips can
be integrated nto Japan's
semioonucTo supply
chain, there is no need for
evervthing 10 be produced
domeszically, the hirst go
vernment source sakd.

“Whether (the chip fac
LOrY Ivestment) works ool
or not Japan will jast have
to regard it as a tax,” sad
Atsushi Osanad, a professor
at Wasedia Universaty
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Fall of the centre

Economic woes have fuelled public
discontent in France under Macron

hen Emmanue] Macron Game to pow-
w er In 2017, & age 39, he promised 1o
keep extremist political forces ar bay,
build a new France through his ‘revolutson’, re-
juvenate economic growth, manage debt and
create employment opportunities. Nine years
ter, with six months to go for Franoe's mext pres)-
derstial election, Mr. Macron, whose approval rat-
Ing Is &t an abysmally low 15%, and Prime
Mnister Sébastien Lecornu, who lacks a parlia
Meniary majority, are struggling 1o restore order
in a country battered by economic woes, street
protests, violent riots and a surging far right.
Even in France, where progests are part of the
political culture, Saturday's riots and looting
were 3 shock with at least 3,000 businesses and
shops damaged. Municipal halls were amacked
and bulidings set on fire, Including the 19th cen
tury Limoges town hall. Some 2,400 people were
arrested and Prime Mimister Lecornu called for
local curfews. The trigger for the unrest was a
move by Mr. Lecornu (o pass budget proposals
raisingg some taxes and freesdng spending on so-
clal programmes. When schood students hit the
streets with demands for better educational facil
ithes, the government responded with force and
tear gas. But its heavy-handed response helped
the student protest snowball into an anti-govern-
ment movement, culminating in rioes,
To understand the precarious situation France
Is I tockay, all one has 10 do Is to look at the ma
croeconomi numbers. Growth remains shuggish
with the economy estimaced to expand by a mere
0.8% in 2026, while the unemployment rate
stands at 8.3%. The core problem is the country's
public inances. France's national deba stands at
120% of GDP, the third highest in the euroeone,
alter Greece and haly. The French Treasury's
debe servicing bill Is expected o reach about €60
billlom in 2026, When Mr. Macron came to power,
he reduced corporate taxes and sought to res-
train public spending to stimulate growth. But
growth remained sluggish while public debt bal-
looned. When protests gripped the coumtry in
201819, he offered economic concessions, but
with no long term solutions to the structural pro
blems the French ecomomy was facing. In 20024,
he called snap edections 1o blunt the Grright mo
mentum. After the elections, he invited a leader
from smaller blocs to form a government 1o keep
the left-wing New Popular Frong, the largess bloc,
out of power, deepening the political crisés and
weakening his position. This is Emmanue] Ma-
cron’s legacy. Warse, Marine Le Pen, leader of
the far-righ, ant-mmmigram Naclonal Rally, could
exploit the chaos and public anger to her benefit
ahead of the 2027 presidential election.
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Rubio pitches U.S., Venezuelan oil to India

External Affairs Minister hosts U.S. Secretary of
State and UAE counterpart in inancial capital

Sahasini Haidar
NEW DELH

C alling India a

e chscussad
Pu

Tuesdiny =
possibie igdian od
chases fro
me ks
fairs Minis
adding th
nes ar
I WIa

h External

s O

iree trix

ol 80 be t
kesh Al am
Eince Energy plant in -
g, Mr. Routnio said

Energy ties, trade, and
CONMECTVITY gAY on s
agenda as !

e External Al
faars Mimister met with
each of his coumterparts
separaely, and then held a
meeting with both of them

and UAE Finance

ogether, indicating that
trilateral cooperation on
the issuws was  also
discussed.

Mr. Jalshankar called
the trilateral meeting a
“wseful exchange of per-
Spectives on energy, con
nectivity and contemnpor
ary developments”®,

The trilmeral meeting,
which was not earller an
nounced v the External

ARLMrs Ministry, comes al a
time when the UAE & fac
ing mamy challenges In
energy exports and trade
due o the VLS. war In ran
and Tehran's blockade of
thwe Strait of Hosmuz
“The US., Inda, and
the UAE have real appor
tusvities to advamnoe oo
‘w" :
| ott——
DR Ty siud US

Rubio praises India’s refinining capabilities,
says free trade agreement ‘very, very close’

1 oon Zayed Al Nalrgan in Mamidal on Tecsday. Ax

Ambassador 1o India Ses
2o Gor,
Howewer, the comments

a no mencion of plans
¢ "I2U2" thar the thees

ol L .l‘l h |

\l‘ - gs 141 i 'S
fidoes TIMEC) th '
) im
The US offcials visit
COoEnes at a ome of tension
in Inlig LS, tes due 10 &

*’*ta o

number of issues, Includ
ing the LLS's recent moves
o stop HAB visas, threa
tened sinctions (that have
since been held off) over
India’s mmport of Russian
oll, and delayed FTA
negotiatons,

“We're very, very close
I would say we're abonnt &
Chose &5 you can be with
out having execsed the
[free trade] sgreement. |
think there's 2 small num
ber of liems eft 0 wrap
up, so} think that will hap

E. E saprthy,” Mr. Rubso

‘Strong partner’
While Mr. Baishamkar mwet
Mr. Abdullah in Mumnbai
Just four davs after he had
travelled to Abua Dhabi
where the two Forekon Wi
nisters had also spent tme
together, this is Mr. Rublo's
second visit to India in frve
momibs after bas East visit
to Delhi for the Quad Fo
! ) Hsivrs | i
Mav th Vel

Mere have been gues-
momns ralsed about Mr. Ru
bio's planmed two-day visit

10 Jammnagar, as well as cric
xism that be had “sum
moned™ Mr. Jatshankar o
Mumbai rather than tra
velling 3o meet him in Del
hi. Speaking to journalists
At the Taj Mahal Palace Ho
el in Mumbad where he
ancd Mr. Jaishankar offered
tributes to those who were
Klled in the 26/ terror a
tacks, Mr. Rubso Helded
questions over the par
pose of has visit, and why
he had renamed 1o India 50
SO0,

“First of all, T will point
out that the Foregn Minss
ter of India [Mr, Raishsan
kar] has been 1o the Unmed
States four times this year,”
Mr. Rubio explaned, ad-
ding that & the most popss
ous country and largest
democracy tha & a rsde
and defence partner, a
“stromg strategic parmner”
and a Quad member, India
B an mportast country to
mteract with,

He explained that his v
sit 1o Jampagar, where he
will see the Reliance ener-
gy refinery and the Vantara
amimal facility, was in or

Rubio to visit Jamnagar, to discuss sending
more Venezuelan oil to Ambani-owned plant

der 1o discuss mare Vene
zuelan od being brought o
the refimery. “We've talked
to them [Reliance Enengy)
about i In the past. We're
going to po see what th
holdup & and what oppr-
fumities exist, Well see
how the conversation goes
This is a company that has
Il & presence In Venezue
L in the past and whose re
fining capabdiies are sub
stantial,” he added

When asked abown In
dia’s purchase of Russian
all that makes up about
5% o SO0% of its mtake,
Mr. Rubio said that he wis
"hapeny® to see India has
made “substamtial pro-
gress” on diversifving its
oll parchases, adding that
the U.S. and Venensela can
be the source of more
energy Inpuss to Inda. Last
moneh, ol from Russla, the
LS., and Venezuela made
up two-thirds of Indsa's oil
Impoets.

(wvith dmpats frrom Ve
Deshpamde im Mumbad)

“‘PERFECTLY ALMGNED'
o PAGE S
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Dufunce Mnaler Ranath Sirgt
Meadh of Government n Dunhanbe, Tapdastan, on Tueadyy A

ot & mewtirg of B SO0 Counci ol

lerror ecosystem
must be dismantled,
Rajnath tells SCO

Saurabh Trivedd

NEW DELH

There can be no justifics
tion for terrorism and no
double standard In tack
ling the menace, Defence
Mindsper Rajnach Singh sakd
on Tuesday as he called
upon the member states of
the Shanghai Coaperation
Orgamisation (S00) o dis-
mantle the entire ecosys
tem of terrorism.

Speaking at the 25th
meetimg of the SOO Coun-
il of Heads of Governane
in Daedanbe, Tajikstan, in
the presence of Pakistan’s
Deputy Prisne Minister Ish-
ag Dar, Mr. Singh stressed
that there can be no place
for “those who fimance,
sapport, o provide sale
bavens to terrorses”.

*Terrorism  results in
the loss of inmocent lhves
and disrupts (nvestment
and commerce, It radicalis-
es societies and deprives
youth of the apportunities
they nghefully deserve.
There can be no justi®ica
pon for terrorism, no dou-
Bl stanchard in addressing
it, andd no place for thoss
who finance, suppart, or
provide safe Bavens 1o ter-
rorists.” Mr. Simgh sakd.

He recalled Prime Minis-

ter Narendra Modi's e
marks o the SOO Summn
in  Bishkek, Kyrgyzszan,
caling lor concrete sieps
om security, conmectivity,
and opportunity.

e Diefence Minister al-
s called lor strengthening
resilient supply chains, fa-
cllitating trade and Inves:
mendt, and leveraging sech-
nology o address global
uncertainties arising from
peopolitical terssons, trade
disruptions, and comcerns
over enery and food se-
curity. Indla sapported the
adoption of an action plan
for the multilateral trade
and eoonomic cooperation
for the period 2026-2000,
e sl

Mr. Singh noted that in-
iciarives sach & the Inter-
matosal Narth-South Tran-
sport Corridor and  the
Chabahar Port in  lran
could conmect Central Asa
with wider markets. The
Defence Mintsier highligha
ed India’s digital pubiic in-
frastructure, start-ap eco
system, and women-led
development mitiatives.

Mr. Sirh invited mem-
ber states to participate in
the fest SO0 Cwvilisational
Dialogue Forum, 1w be
hosted by Indla Lter this
year

2026 W 3ch! d3ch hHEl-hEl B3

o |.Irseremart &t aftag (CHS) - 2026 &t J3:

2026
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Death toll rises to 73 in
Houthi hit on Yemen camp

Associated Press
CAIRO

The death toll from a
Houthi (Ansar Allah) mis-
sile strike on a government
military camp in southern
Yemen rose to 73 people,
all new recruits, making it
the deadliest strike since
fighting in the country be-
gan  escalating three
months ago, a senior Ye-
meni government official
said on Tuesday.

The recruits were all
aged between 18 and 20,
and some were still mis-
sing a day after the rebels
hit the al-Alam training
camp in the southern pro-
vince of Shabwa with bal-
listic missiles, local gover-
nor Awad Ibn al-Wazir said.

Britain announced on
Tuesday that it is expand-
ing its military support for
Saudi Arabia against the

.
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Residents walk on debris of their homes at Seina district in Taiz,

Yemen, after a missile strike on Tuesday. AP

Houthis to include “defen-
sive” air patrols by Royal
Air Force jets.

A Houthi missile hit a re-
sidential area in the be-
sieged city of Taiz on Tues-
day, killing two teenage
girls and wounding six oth-
er people, local authorities
said. Several buildings in
the city’s Seina area were
also damaged, according

to provincial authorities.
Saudi authorities issued
an attack warning for the
capital area late Tuesday
morning. An explosion
was then heard in north-

ern Riyadh, where King
Khalid International Air-

port is located. Repeated
Houthi attacks have forced

the airport to suspend
operations.




Russia and Iran have
‘never’ worked so
closely, says Araghchi

Agence France-Presse
TEHRAN

Iranian Foreign Minister
Abbas Araghchi said on
Tuesday that Russia and
Iran have “never” worked
so closely, as Moscow seeks
to play a mediating role in
the West Asia war.

Mr. Araghchi hosted his
Russian counterpart Ser-
gey Lavrov in Iran on Mon-
day, in his first visit since
the outbreak of the
conflict.

“We covered everything
from Europe to West Asia,
including Lebanon, Pales-
tine, Ukraine and Yemen.

Also focused on expansion
of economic and nuclear
cooperation,” Mr. Araghchi
wrote on X.

“Never in our history
have Iran and Russia
worked as closely as now.”

Meanwhile, Iran’s secur-
ity chief Mohsen Rezaei
told the visiting Pakistani
Army chief Asim Munir
that Tehran would not al-
low nuclear material to
leave the country.

“Not even a tiny bit of
enriched nuclear material
will leave Iran; such mate-
rials constitute a major as-
set and national wealth for
[ranian people,” he said.
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PM Modi attends the Vijaya Dashami ¢
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