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How exposed is India to foreign tech?
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faeft aante ot Wmﬁﬁ'{ 27 (How exposed is India to

foreign tech?)
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NEW DELHI

ndia's core industrial
l growth accelerated to

a historic high of 7.9%
in September, driven by a
turnaround in the coal sec-
tor and increased activity
in the refinery products
and iron ore sectors,

The latest data on the
Index of Core Industries
shows that last month’s
growth was the highest
since at least April 2024,
which is the earliest month
for which the new series
has data.

Even though a compari-
son with the old series is
not strictly statistically
sound, it does provide
some context for the cur
rent rate of growth. The
growth in September 2026
was the highest in nearly
three years when com-
pared with the old series.

Within the index, the
coal sector grew 10.7% last
month, albelt on a low
base as it had contracted

C\

Core industrial gro
hits historic high o

Index of Core Industries in Sept. records highest growth since new data se

Sharp uptick

The Index of Core Industries grew year-on-year by 7.9% in

September 2026 as per provisional estimates
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Sept. 2025 March 2026 Sept. 2026

LI% in September last vear.
This was still a 13-month
high for the sector. Similar-
ly, the refinery products
sector saw growth unex-
pectedly accelerate to
10.3% in September, from
5.6% a month earlier. Even
after including this
month's unusual growth,
however, the sector's aver-
age growth for the frst half
of this financial year stood
at just 1%,

The iron ore sector, on
the other hand, has seen
strong double-digit growth

for nearly a vear now, and
last month carried forward
this trend with growth
coming in at 18.4%, though
this was only a two-month
high.

“Coal and iron ore out-
put witnessed a meaning
ful pickup in their year-on-
year growth rates in Sep-
tember 2026 compared to
August 2026, Aditl Nayar,
chief economist at ICRA,
said. “While this was aided
by a low base, the sequen-
tial uptick in coal was quite
strong, amid low stocks at

power plants.”

The electricity sector al-
so continued to do well,
growing 11.4% last month,
although this was slightly
slower than the 13.1% re
corded in August.

Cement, steel sectors
The two construction-re-
kated sectors - cement and
steel - did well in Septem-
ber. While growth in the
steel sector quickened to
4.9%, that in the cement
sector came in at a relative-
v robust 9.8%, albeit slow-
er than in August.

The domestic crude oil
sector contracted 1L4% iIn
September, somewhat bet-
ter than the contraction of
36% in the previous
month. The natural gas
sector contracted 4.6% last
month, a little better than
the 4.9% contraction it saw
N August.

The fertilizer sector con-
tracted 11.7% in September,
continuing the trend for a
seventh consecutive
month.
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Data breach exposes 3,897 SBI customers' k

Lakitendu Mishea

ML MR

The State Bank of India
SEI) on Wednesday In
formed stock exchanges
aboust an incidess involving
beeach of cemain daga, fve
Gavs after 2 receved com
mumcans  rom RS
Threat Inted ¥ Service
Pmmﬁm;u— Cyb
er Agpcy. andLiaiidn
CONCEITING & suspecsed ex
ey of cusiarmer infor
srition om the Dark Webs,
"Dureg the preliminary
anahysis of approgimasely
3,75.000 records avallable
om the Dark Web, 3857
customer records contain
g Persceally ldesntiliabie
Informacicon were klensi

Bedd.” SBE odd the exchang
ex s per SEB morms, and
noted that cyvber mcidemt
response and contalnment
prosocols were prompely
acthvated.

The exposed edonm
thon included cuspomers'
registered  mobile num-
bers, dases of barth, namnes,
gender, email addresses,
residenial addresses,
branch and CIF identibers,
kead 1Ds, and metadata as
sociatedd with loses Tead re
cords and other selaned
fikes, S, stisted

It saidd & detaslend] iovesti
gation was requered to es
tablish the authenoicity
and completeness of the
exposed data, determine
the potestial source and

n—

SBI e 3 detadbhd et stigation would estabish the suthenticing of
the data, the potentiad sowrce, and ewient of the cxposure, muTERS

extent of the exposure, and
assess the asocaied risks
o cussomers and the bank.

Additionally, an inde
pendest  CERT-In-ewnpa
nelied cybersecurity agen

Cy wiss ergiaged 10 conduct
a comprebensive  assess
ment and Investigate the
nature and exient of the al
loged compeomise, ® said
Emphasising that thes

ncident does not hawve any
marterial gt on the
banks hnancial perfor
mance or busdness contl
mdty, SBI sald that It"s core
buasiness functions contl
e 1o operate normally
withow dsruptions.

‘A detailed sssessment
s currently umder way and
appropriate remedial and
preventive measures are
being implememed as re
Quired.” the hank sakd.

Meansawdele, the Inter et
Froedom Foundsation, in a
statement reand o Wil
mesdiy, said that the SH
dd not detect the beeach
eself and learned of it from
outside agencies after the
data had alreaddy  been
preddished

“On the same day, a
threst monitoring acoous
on X fageed a daim by a
group cabing mself "Siriu
simn™ that & had redeased
31.75 lakh rows of SBI data
and 2,72 PDF documents,
I luding loan applications
and  acooumt  Opening
forms.” the Foundation
skl

*The bank's disclosure
doss not mestion these
documents. It also does
ol sary what the rermainieg
mecords, beyond the 3 897
it has idemtifed, contain”
% stald

‘Inform customers”

At the time of this state
ment, the  Foundation
poimted out thar SEI had

»n Dark Web

\/

ot sald thee o had in
formed amy of the affected
customers, and its disdo
sure was slent on the
polnt.

“Five days passed bet
woets the sert s soclay's
hling. The Ming assures In
vestors that the incidem
has mo matersal impact on
the bank's operations. Ho
wever, & does not stane
amyythomg to the 3 597 peo-
ple whose phone num
bers. Autes of binth and
home addresses are now
with framadkters.” the Foun-
datson highlighted

The Internet Freedom
Foundatson called on SBI
o Inform every alfected
custoemer Seectly  and
withour further delay.

Youlube Homework
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Bihar relaxes curbs to provide

jobs under VB-GRAM Gin 38 = /

districts hit by ﬂoods drought

Amit Bhelari
PATNA

The Bihar Rural Develop-
ment Department on Wed-
nesday said employment
will be provided under the
Viksit  BharatQuatantee

Mission (Gramin)  (VB=G
RAM G) scheme to workerq

in 22 flood-affected and 16
drought-hit districts. ~

Under the rural employ-
ment scheme, launched
across the country on July
1, infrastructure develop-
ment, asset creation and
other development works
are to be undertaken with
funding shared by the Cen-
tral and State governments
in a 60:40 ratio.

According to an order is-
sued by the department,
urgent restoration and re-
pair of damaged infrastruc-
ture is required in the 22
flood-hit districts. The de-
partment identified these

districts as Arwal, Begusa-
rai, Bhagalpur, Bhojpur,
Buxar, Darbhanga, Gopal-
ganj, Katihar, Khagaria,
Lakhisarai, Madhepura,
Munger, Muzaffarpur,
West Champaran, Patna,
East Champaran, Purnia,
Saharsa, Samastipur, Sa-
ran, Supaul, and Vaishali.

Crops damaged
The order stated that there
was substantial decline in
demand for agricultural
workers following damage
to rabi crops in the 16 dis-
tricts that experienced
drought-like  conditions
this year due to below nor-
mal levels of rainfall.

These districts were
identified as Araria, Auran-
gabad, Banka, Gaya Ji, Ja-
mui, Jehanabad, Kaimur,
Kishanganj, Madhubani,
Nalanda, Nawada, Rohtas,
Sheikhpura, Sheohar, Sita-
marhi, and Siwan.

It added that employ-

ment opportunities must
also be ensured for work-

ers returning home in view _-

of the upcoming festivals.

Earlier, the department
had suspended construc-
tion work during the desig-
nated break from October
22 to December 10 to en-
sure that farm operations
are not disrupted during
the agricultural season.

However, officials said,
the restrictions have now
been lifted to provide em-
ployment to people in the
disaster-hit areas.

“Bihar has been hit by
disasters. Roads, bridges,
culverts, pathways, em-
bankments, and other in-
frastructure have suffered
extensive damage. It is es-
sential to repair and res-
tore the damaged infras-
tructure SO that
development activities can
be accelerated,” Rural De-
velopment Minister Shra-
van Kumar told reporters.

Youlube Homework
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NEW DELHI

Women travelling in Delhi
Transport Corporation
(DTC) buses are facing sig-
nificant hurdles due to
malfunctioning Pink Saheli
smart cards, forcing many
to pay a replacement fee of
60 for new ones. Mean-
while, DTC bus conductors
remain equally confused
over whether to allow wo-
men without valid smart
cards to travel for free or
ask them to pay, citing con-
flicting instructions from
different depot
managements,

The Delhi government
introduced the smart cards
in March this yvear, making
them mandatory for wo
men to access free travel,
Officially, the older paper
tickets were supposed to
be discontinued on Octob

C\

Pink Saheli smart cards were set to replace pink paper tickets
across the national capital from October 1. FILE PHOTO

er 1. However, due to non-
functioning cards and va-
rying instructions across
depots, some bus conduc-
tors continue to issue free
paper tickets while others
ask women to pay.

For women whose cards
fail, the Electronic Ticket-
ing Machine (ETM) fails to
link and displays a ‘check

validity’ prompt. Benefici-
aries are being asked to get
their cards replaced at the
depot,

Commuters’ struggle

*1 had to get a new card
made after paying the
amount. As per rules, you
are supposed to pay this
fee if you have lost your

card or the card is dam-
aged. Why should | pay if
the original card never
worked properly?
Shouldn't it be replaced
free of cost?” said Raunak,
a student from Delhi Un-
iversity’s Deshbandhu Col-
lege. For her, the card
worked in some buses, not
in others.

For Antara, another stu-
dent, the card never
worked at all. “I, wo, had
to get it made again even
though it never worked for
me. The staff at Netaji Sub-
hash Place depot said |
might have damaged it,
spilled water on it acciden-
tally. That never hap-
pened. Why can't they
check the cards before dis-
pensing them?” she said.

Meanwhile, amid all
these technical issues, the
drastic reduction in card-
issuing hubs from 70 to 38

across the city has resulted
in long queues.

Conductors confused

Meanwhile, the DTC Ka-
ramchari Ekta Union has
written to Managing Direc
tor Niharika Rai seeking
clarification over “lack of

consistency in
mnstructons”.
"In some instances, con-

ductors are instructed to
issue a manual pink ticket
if the ETM malfunctions,
while in others, they are di-
rected to print a machine-
generated  ‘free ticket
without a valid card. These
inconsistencies are result-
ing in conductors being
held responsible, with
some depots demanding a
recall of all manually given
pink tickets and others
prompting reports against
conductors,” the com-
plaint letter said.

Youlube Homework
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Reimpose President’s Rule in
Manipur, say Kuki-Zo groups

Council says no members weseKTTed QueTis Pres

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Kuki-Zo groups on
nesday demanded the

Rule in Manipur, cla
that at least 32 peopl
the community have
killed since March 202

President’'s Rule was N
voked in Manipur on Fe
bruary 4 after being im
posed a vear earlier, on
February 13, 2025.

The KukiZo Women's
Forum, Delhi said that at
least 32 Kuki-Zo people, in-
cluding two pregnant wo-
men and 10 other women,
had been killed since
March 2026 in violence it
attributed to members of
the Isak-Muivah faction of
the Nationalist Socialist
Council of Nagaland
(NSCN-IM) and the Zelian-
grong United Front (ZUF-
Kamson). The Forum also
claimed that around 55
houses in 14 Kuki-Zo villag-
es had been burnt during
the period.

At a press conference in
Delhi, Kuki-Zo Council spo-

kesperson Ginza Vualzong
claimed that no Kuki-Zo ci-
vilian had been killed dur-
ing President’s Rule. The
Council sought the reimpo-
sition of Central rule “in
the interest of the safety,
security, and dignity of the
Kuki-Zo people”.

The organisation also
reiterated its demand for a
separate  administration
for the Kuki-Zo community
in the form of a Union Ter-
ritory with a legislature, ar-
guing that the prolonged
ethnic conflict in the State

OMMUNIty. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

Q1S Rule from February 2025 1o February

had eroded the communi-
ty’s confidence in the exist-
ing administrative
arrangement.

Economic hardships
Mr. Vualzong added that
prices of essential com:-
maodities in the Kuki-Zo-in-
habited areas of Kangpok-
pi, Ukhrul and Kamjong
districts and the Longpi
area of Noney/Tamenglong
had gone beyond the reach
of ordinary people.

He claimed that resi-
dents of Chassad and Aishi

h and 55 houses were burnt down

villages in Kamjong had
faced an economic embar-
go, while supplies to villag-
es in the Kotlen and Leilon
areas of Kangpokpi had
been obstructed. He furth-
er accused the United Naga
Council (UNC) of blocking
commaodities bound for
Kangpokpi town at Namdi-
long and Senapati.

AS a consequence, pe-
trol prices had risen to
1250 a litre and LPG cylin-
ders to 5,000 in affected
area, he said.

‘Political problem’
“Manipur is not a security
problem, it is a political
problem and requires the
solution accordingly,” he
said, insisting that the con-
tinuing violence involving
both the Meitei-Kuki-Zo
conflict and more recent
clashes involving Naga and
Kuki-Zo groups demon-
strated the need for a polit-
ical settlement.

The violence between
the Kuki-Zo and Meitei pe-
ople which started on May
3, 2023 has claimed lives of
more than 350 people.

a S0
/
ong. accuses BJ
of failing to restore
peac)g In Manipur

L he L Bure
NEW DELHI

Th& Congress on Wednes-
day Acused the Bharativa
Janata'Qarty (BJP) of failing
to restoge peace in Mani-
pur, saying the continuing
violence in'%e strategically
important er State ex-
posed the govelgment's in-
ability to ensurdyJaw and
order, protect constgution-
al rights, and safeguai na-
tional security.

Congress president Mal-
likarjun Kharge posed
three questions to Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
and Home Minister Amit
Shah, asking how many
more innocent lives must
be lost before the govern-
ment acts. He also ques-
tioned the efficacy of the
measures taken by the
Centre to end the ethnic
conflict that erupted in
May 2023.

“Manipur is bleeding
again because of BJP’s in-
competence! The horrific
killing of four innocent ci-
vilians in the Latest spate of
violence is deeply condem-
nable. My heartfelt condo-
lences to the bereaved fa-

i
Mallikarjun Kharge :“:

asks how many maye
Go/-

innocent lives mus
be lost before the

government acts |
milies,” Mr. Kharge sai in.{m
a post on X.
Since May 2023, njore B g T

than 300 people have Jost ‘

their lives, while 24,330
& 262
{ST T_

relief camps under “pakh-
etic conditions™ and wé
, Children and vulnera-

people continue to livdin
ble Wilies continue to
\

bear theMsgunt of the pro- )
longed crisis, ¢ added. F J‘ Ul’
“The BJP's plitical

machinations, from inMss-
ing President’s Rule to re-
placing the Chiel Minister
and reinstalling its own go-
vernment, have vielded no
peace. PM Modi, who did
not even set foot in Mani-
pur for nearly 29 months
after violence erupted, has
abysmally failed on his so-
called assurance in Parlia-
ment,” Mr. Kharge said.

He asked what had hap-
pened to the Peace Com-
mittee constituted by Mr.
Shah in June 2023.




Supreme Court judgment opens up debate
on religion-neutrality of OBC classification

NEWS ANALYSIS

Abhinay Lakshman
NEW DELHI

The religion-neutrality of
the Other Backward Class-
es (OBC) classification has
been thrown open for de-
bate after the Supreme
Court's recent  decision
that an OBC Hindu person
loses the entitlement to re-
servation once they con-
vert to another religion,
While the Scheduled
Castes (SCs) have always
been identifhied by a reli-
gion criterion, and the
Scheduled Tribes (STs)
classification has never
considered religion, and
the OBC classification,
since s implementation
after the 1992 Indra Sawh-
ney vs. Union of India judg-
ment, has remained
refigion-neutral.
Communities are exa
mined lor 1l social, educa-
tiomal, and economic back

wardness indicators, and
then classibed as such
based on a threshold
score. Forms for OBC cer-
tiicates across States do
not ask for the religion of
an applicant nor does an
OBC certificate declare the
holder's redighon,

In deciding the question
of whether a Hindu OBC
person is entitled to reser-
vation alter converting to
another faith, the Supreme
Court Bench of Justices
Prashant Kumar Mishra
and Shree Chandrashek-
har, in its October 15 judg-
ment, has established that
the “source of social back-
wardness” must necessari-
ly be considered in this
inquiry.

The judgment noted
that, for a Hindu OBC indi-
vidual, the “legal founda:
ton” of thelr entitlement
10 reservation Is “specifi-
cally conditioned upon
membership of that Hindu
social order™.

Discussing the “source

of social backwardness™,
the court noted that while
Indra Sawhney vs. Union of
India prevented caste from
being the sole criterion for
OBC dassification, what
cannot be disregarded is
that in Hindu society, the
“foundational institution™
of caste has historically de-
termined social and other
manifestations of
backwardness.

While the court admit
ted that educational, eco-
nomic, and other forms of
backwardness may conti

nue for an OBC person
who has left the Hindu
faith, their very act of
choosing another faith
puts them in a different
“social order”.

This reading of the
Bench of Justices Mishra
and Chandrashekhar flows
from how it has under-
stood the idea of social
stratihcation across laiths
in India, essentially noting
that the source of social
backwardness varies based
on the nature of social
stratification in any given
social order. This under-
standing of social stratifica-
tion makes a subtle depar-
ture from how the same
concept was discussed in
the Indra Sawhnev judg:
ment, without entering the
question of the source of
social backwardness, e
gardless of whether the
commumnities are classes or
castes, Hindu or Muslim,

Ever since Indra Sawh-
ney vs. Union of India
cleared the way for identi-

fying OBC groups, the so-
cial backwardness of com-
munities requesting OBC
status has been deter-
mined with four criteria,
none of which required an
examination of the “source
of social backwardness®.
Apart from markers for le-
vels of child marriage, de-
gree of dependence on ma
nual Bbour, and fema
participation in the work
force, the criteria say tha
the applicant communit
(class or caste) must
“considered socially bac
ward by others”.

While the approach
the court in the Ind
Sawhney case was 1l
caste had permeated 3
faiths in India and the dif
rence was just a matter d
degrees of operation, t
2026 judgement makes
point of distinguishing so-
clal stratification through
caste in Hindu society and
“caste-like” social stratifi
cations in non-Hindu so-
cial orders,




Parakala Prabhakar to join
Dlpke Prakash Raj, others

Lavpreet Kaur
NEW DELHI

Economist _Parakala Prab-

hakar, actor-actyist “TPra

kash_Raj, and Cockroach
Janta Party (CJP) faunder
Abhiicet_Dipke will_be

among those leading a na-
tionw iday
a

inst_the special inten-
sive revision (SIR) of electo-
ral rolls and demanding
the resignation of Chief
Election Commissioner
(CEC) Gyanesh Kumar.

Mr. Prabhakar said,
“Har gali me Jantar
Mantar!”

The protest, being or-
ganised by the People
Against SIR alliance, will
see activists, public figures,
farmers’ and workers’ or-

ganisations, and student
and youth groups mobilise
across the country.

Among others who will
be joining the protest in-
clude lawver and activist
Prashant Bhushan, Anjali
Bharadwaj, Ganesh Devy,
activist and author Tushar
Gandhi, farmer leader Ra-

kesh Tikait, AISA president
Neha Bora, SFI joint secre-
tary Aishe Ghosh, and AISF
national president Viraaj
Devang.

The organisers have
urged citizens to partici-
pate in marches and de-
monstrations in their res-
pective localities, calling
for a broader, people-led
movement to oppose the
SIR exercise.

The October 23 mobili-
sation follows the forma-
tion of People Against SIR
last week, after an emer-
gency consultation in Delhi
attended by representa-
tives of more than 200 or-
ganisations.

The alliance has also ap-
pealed to parties in the IN-
DIA bloc to join the march.
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Contempt Of Court & Accountability
Fundamental Rights vs Public Order

Suspension of Internet & Essential Services — Anuradha Bhasin — 2020
Article 19 (1)

Article 19 (3)

Article 20
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Article 22

ECI

CEC -EC’s

SIR

RPA 1950 - 21(3)

RPA 1950 - 28 (RER-1960 - 6,7,8)

RPA 1951 - 29(A)

Conduct of Election Rules 1961 — 4(A) — Form 26
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Peace for progress

Economic objectives can be met ondy in
a stable secunty environment

edenoe Minister Rajnath Singh's adkdress =
n the SCO Council of Heads of Governmen

meeting in Tajikistan, on Tuesday marks
anocher sgnihcant occasion since Operation Sin
door (2025) when India has used the multateral
forum to raise the ssoe of terrorism, including
cross border terrorism from Pakszan. He sald thae
regional cooperation cannot be meamingful if
countries appeoached terroeism selectively. Pakis-
tan's Deputy Prime Minister Ishag Dar's presence
added significance o the remarks, underscoring
New Dellbn's dipdosatic challenge within an ongan-
Isation whose members have divergent strategi
interests and security priorities. Inclia bas consis-
tently angued that terrorism cannot be divorced
from the broader agenda of reghomal peace, oo
nomic integration and development. By calling on
SCO member states 10 dsmantle the ecosystem of
terrorism, he reiterated that the theeat must be ad-
dressed at its source racher than treated as an Iso-
lated security challenge, The intervention follows
Indiar's refusal to endorse the point stasement at the
2025 SO0 Defence Ministers” meet in Qingdao,
Chama. New Delhi had obgected 1o a dreaft tha
[aded 80 refiect s conoerms over Cross-boeder and
Pakistan-sponsored terroresm, including the Pa-
hakgam atack (2025), while referring 1o malicans
activities in Balochistan. India maintained tha
such an approach would undermine the onganesa-
tion's credibility by overlooking the theeat it had
brosgght bedore &5 members
The SO0 bas the potential 10 advance regional
stabdiry, trade and connectvity instead of becom-
Ing another soarce of strasegic Iricoion. Yet, Iis ¢f
fectiveness will remain hmted #f political dissggree-
ments prevent members from developing a
common approach o security threats, India’s po-
sitlon Is not that cooperation on rade, culiure,
cotmectivity and developement must be suspend-
ed untll every security dispute s resolved. Ratcher,
these objectives cannot be met independemtly of 3
stable security esvironment. Ecomomic coeridors
require predictable borders, investors meed conli-
dence in the rule of law, and transport networks
must be viokenoe- and disraption-free, Connectiv:
ity progects such as the Internatiomal North-South
Transpon Corridor and the developemens of Cha
bahar Port offer Central Asia commectivity with
wider markets. Their longterm value, however,
depends on respect for sovereignty and terrmorsal
integray, aloogside conditions that allow goods,
capital and people 1o mosve freely. The SCO's chal-
lenge is to trasedate its stated commitment to com-
hating terrorsm  Into practical  cooperation
theough intelligence sharing, action aguinst tesror
financing, disrupeion of recrultment networks
anxd the denial of safe havens to terrorist groups,
While retaining Its principle against terrorssm, In
dia should kead efforts 1o achieve more regional

cooperation in tackiing it

» Council of Head of State
» Council of Head of Government




The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia in dire straits

s If the smmering trouble in the Stralt
of Hormuz were not had enough, Sondh
Arabia has lately been embeoied in an
imensifuving confict o the Bab
al Mandeb Strain as well. West Asla's Leges
coomomy and the world's eiglnh krgest delence
spender 15 no pushover. Yet, the simultameous
constrictions at s two vital chokepotms pose an
unprecedemed challenge 10 the Kngdom,
akvady grappling with an ecomomic downturn
home and shifting alksmces el The evolving
situatdon may be the toughest test yes for
Mobammed bin Salman (MbS), Seadl Croen
Prince and Prime Minkser, although exisential
akarms weem overblown. The high-stakes crise
cotkd have profound domestic, reghomal and
ghobal cosseguences lor geopolitics, enengy and
ghobal tradke. A grasalar analysis of its causes and
ramihcations Is called for.

An old confiict, slamted reportage
Despite media ssturaton wieh related
developments, the coverage & often myopic and
slanted, perpetuationg several myths that need
either debunking or proper muancing.
Historically, the Saudi Al Houthi conflics is mearly
a cemury old. Saudi King Ibn Sand's forces
dedeated Yemend tmam Yahya's tribal figheers in
PG4, compellng the Luter 10 cede three
provinoes in the Asis region under the Trety of
Tiell Althonggh & biksteral Border wis detnancatnd
In 2000, many Yemenl nasonalists still question
s tnalry.
Second, until 1990, Yemens dhd not need viess

o traved 10 and work in Saudi Arabia, leading
milbons to magrate o the booming ofl ecomomy
A significant reesber of Saend aticealks,

prticudasly i the Hijez and Asir reglons, still

Yemen ancestry, the most egreghous

example being al Qaeda founder Osama bm
Laden

Third, sectarsmn differences seirpen the
divisions: whale Sradis arv predommnantly
Wabdabd Sunnis, al Houthis are mostly Zayds, a
Ave worshipping Shia sect. AlHouthls constibue
around a third of Yemen's total population, with
the rest being Sunme. Ths sectanam divide
underbies the vicious L2-vear-okd Yemeni civil war
~ Sandh Arabia supports anti-Houthi Sunm
Gactions and accuses al-Howthis of meacking
Bdam’s hollest citles.

Fourth, although af Houthis have ssrong thes
with lran, describing the reknionship as a peoxy
arrangement = an oversimphicstion, as it ghves
insufceent weigght to their Arab identity,

Al Houghis remained inactive during the two
recent Unibed States Jran wars. In contrast, when
Bracd aracked Hamas and Hesbollah in 2005 24,
aHimehes were the caly Arab de 10 wade into
hostibnes, lunchimg missie and drone anacks
agrinst brawd and Ssruptiog shippeng through the
By od-Meandieh Strai, despite intensive American
andd Israedi amstrikes. Rather than supportiog
alHouehis, Iran recently offered 10 medane
between Riyadh and Sana'a. Simikarty, al Houthis

Mabesh Sachdey
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ATDEII
weveburg e the
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Two
chokepomits,
o CTisks
Rivacth faces
wroming threats
B WS securnty,
ol exports and
regional
mifloence

have reporedly promised not oo attack ULS. and
lsraedi spsets unkess in retaletion, causiog ULS
Prescdent Dorsbd Tromg 1o vacilkse over MES's
call for support, Angusshily, the al-Houthis®
successiul dosure of the Baby al Masded Sorad set
& precedest for lranian action n the Swradt of
Hormuz 1S months bier

Last but noe least, the media has also been
shem on alHouthls” ratonale for ar and naval
sttacks agirst Soadi Arabia: retaleion ke the
Kingdoms decade-obd ar and sea Blockade
agalna them

Stmikar myths are peroclating abowe navigation
through the Strat of Hormae and need %0 be
challengead. A 70% ree in ghobal ofl prices belies
bomad and repesated claims that ofl and gas Sows
froess the Gull are sear normal. Troeh hes been
colberal dasgge in Trompdes Inperbalke 1o wlk
down’ ULS. pump prices abead of crucial
congressional midrerm elections.

Secomd, Iran bhas been Incomsistent abou Its
selfappointed role a the supervisor” of Hormuz
traffic. Afver tuming a bind eve 10 the
LLS. procected stealtty ofl shustle for weeks, it has
steppod up amacks on tankers. This has raised
suspicions that Iran's Revolisionasy Cuands
inexly ereered into an informal toling
arrangement with some Gulf ol exporters,
Homwwer, Teliran bee now decaded 1o sestric
suppdios 10 koep oll peices high until e U S,
ke rmm elactions.

Lasthy, why has Pakistan, credied wich the
June 17 Isamabad Memorandum, been siddined
from a peacemaking role, even as Qatar, Irag and
even Mosoow are bemg requistioned? Some
reports indhcate that Me. Trump has quietly
demoted amabad e 2 go between, with lran
Dlaming Pakistani diplomeacy for being either
gullible or comphait in selling him a document
tihed & Iran’s fvour,

The lran-Houthi pincer
Rivascs has long percetved Tehran o a
geopolical and secrarkan rival and sought o
reskx s Infloence In West Asla. It remains deeply
sisplcions of the lran-backed “Axis of Resstance”
of non-state acvors in generad, and al-Howthi
miktias | particular. The Kingdom aims o keep
Yornen as & weak ue sot desfunctioesl state.
Yermenis, on the other hand, chake a1 Saudi
Imerference amd nurse thedr historic grievances
aaina Riyvadh

These smoubdering tensions, kept in check by
» temions cespsefire simoe 2002, exploded in July
A6 In September, in 2 sudden escalation, the
Al Houthi mélitia occupded coastal plaies alosg the
Red Sea, positioning themselves moee
strategically a1 che Bab @ Mandeh chokepolnt,
menacmg nearly 2% of global maritime trathc.
The Soadi-led coalition’s recent counterofiensive
has rvikingdBod the fighting, with a strong Saudi
bommbing campaiges. The al-Houthi milies
retadiated] by Loonchig missiles and dromes o
strategic Sandh targees, Incloding Rivadh alrport
and Aramco headguarters, denting Saudi Arabea’s

Image as a saffe and stable coumtry. This is the hirst
tirme = 35 years thest the Kimgdom's cithes have
come wnder st sttack, lran's blockade of
the Serast of Hormuz, the al-Houthi threst o
Soradi lnked muritime activiry, and the disruption
of the Trans Arabdan Pipeline, alegedly by bragl
Shia mifitias, have created a worst-case scenanro
for Ssadi Arabs, jeopardsing its vital oll exports,
particularly o Asia.

The Sausdis have no good options for
urtanging this unprecedented lean-Houths
pincer. Desplie an $83 bilioa defence budges,
Rivadh Licks the milltary heft o dislodge the
al-Houthis from thesr mountainous perches by »
pround offersdve. The offensve by its local
Yemeni allles has bogged down into a war of
atrrition. Pro-Sandi stabeholders, such as e
White House and the partners 1o the Makbah
Agreement, have responded with sokenisms,
seemingly daumed by Yemen's reputation as a
graveyard of foreign meerventions and the
prospects of the Bab al-Mandeb Seran being
blocked again, The only other vesbde strateygy,
therefore, & 10 negotiate a packige of messures
10 de-escalate tensdons, Hif mutuad air and
maritiese bockades, and negotiate a truce hased
om the XQ2 ceasefre. From Ryadh's perspective,
the risks would inchade a loss of prestige both
domsantically and regionally, the possibibe collapse
of Yernen's fractions “internationally recognised
gorverniment”, and the cossolalation of the
TehranSana'a axs.

An expedinious resclution of the Yemenl criss
15 2 Soudi prioney, & it would help meulate the
Kingdom from the fallout of the pest round of
LLS lran comflict, which could follow the LLS
midenm cections. lrn has made o secret of its
imention to resaline for Americas mtacks om s
civilian infrastrecture by hitting the Gulf Arab
states acting as the ULS. accomplices. In the past,
Rivadh has been privately inconsstent on thes
penie, advising Wisdingon o cobber Iran wtil
regime chunge o one tiee, and also Croning #
abone the potential blowback against Saudi
Arabia's vulnerabilities. Unless the current fracas
with Yemen Is somed out, Saudl Arabia may have
10 fxoe attacks from ram as well 25 the al-Houthis

The stakes for lndia

Although bedia has avosdod sy dinect
entangiement at the two martime chokepodnts in
the Arablan Peninsula, it Is not immune from the
Imgact. Beyond the cngolng economic losses and
rebsted supply deruptioes from mterrupied
trade, higgh ofl, g and fertilser prices, India
neads 10 look afer the safety and well belng of
nine sdllion of its drlscss cunrestly resident in
the Gull. kt is worth recalling tha in 1990 94 the
huge expense involved m repatriating 160,000
Indians froms Kuwait precpitaned the economic
crises, forcing the country to phackse B3 soveregn
Aok for the first time, While lsdia & mch
stronger tockey, it ressries sobering so note that
the number of Indlans lving in the Gl now
exceeds that fgure by moce than 50 times.

Orelm
v —

ROMANIA

BULGARIA

GREECE

S UDAN

RUSSIA

ETHIOPIA

KAZAKHSTAN

Aok

DIIRDUTE é‘

SOMALIA

AMRALN

2w
Sl -~
\
NI

-

UZBEKISTAN

TURKMENISTAN

Fel 2016

<1 ' &EQ

1S

= )‘;’,
s
M 54 =

pst

)

o

{

[ 2
o

T




FAT T Hehe W: TIAT, deT SR &Ea THTE O HSat Sl
¢ g@‘ﬁ'ﬂ'ﬂ’: WW (Strait of Hormuz) AR T AA-HH (Bab al-
Mandeb) % 9TH S@d Y-TSi1Tdeh a-Te o HR0T el AT THR e AR AT
Hehe T HTHAT L & 2
gt ferstfeat & gwet 3 S0 <y it
o it fagifeat g arer avR TR w3hdt fawmT (S e waaré siit o
gieraraAl) W AR s 3 g g9 6 S @ 2, forad a4t s
AT FUET Gal H U3 T 2
*  $UF S SITSHEHEA % ATAIATd ol THIE L AF4eh det 3ATgfd @ e
3 galTd a Y i 39T @ 2
. vmﬂmﬁgﬁﬁrﬁ
o T % U SH-gd Tesig | fued % fore #iE s faere € e 2l
* A % HY H IeTH HIT AL FLET SRGAT o HIROT 397 31 114 Fezar
3t aet frata mnfaa @1 @ &
¢ W%%‘Q%’H‘I:
*  ETeAiTeh WA J Gedel Herd © gl SIS 2, SAfeh @ret 2w H e At S 90
AT I AT <61 G, st Qe (det 3R 1 1 HiHd) qur 2
ST 9 o fere 7T feiar 1 fawa 2




C
N\

a2y

The struggle to preserve a fair international law

he news that South A %

Pillay s nwmw

PP ze could not have come at
better time for those agonisingly drswnwm-d by
global apathy towards international Law. At a time
when international bw is being battered by
powerful, authoritarian men, drunk on power
and willing to go to any lengths to pursue thedr
imperialistic designs, the Nobed Committee has
unequivocally signalled that international law
matters. The real question, however, is what kind
of International law matters

Multiple narratives shape international law
One key narrative, as mentioned, is that vital
tenets of mternational Law, such as prohibiting
the use ol force in international relations, have
been completely shredded, with multiple wars
ragng. Likewise, with rising authortarianism,
there has been a precipitous waning in
compiiance with international human righes law
and an increase in the commission of war crimes
and crimes agaimst humaniry,

While the normative decline of international
law has been going on for guite some time, the
Gl has been precipitows in recent years,
accompanied by uer disdain lor universally
accepted international norms. This scomiful
artitude towards international law became
evident when (then) US, President Joe Biden
leaned heavily towards using the ambiguous term
“rules-based order” instead of “international
law™, signalling a movement towards an era of
norm-light global governance. LS. President
Donald Trump ook this several nosches up when
he said that he did not need intermational Law
because he was guided by his own morality.

Authoritarian international law

This brings us to what Tom Ginsburg calls
authoritarian international law — an artempt to
create a new normative order. Thus, while
authoritarian leaders artacking the fundamental
tenets of mternational Liw might give the
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impression that they are hollowing it out, the
maore nuanced picrure is that authoritarians are
retooling international Bw to pursue their
objectives. As Ginsburg, Shirley Scott and others
argue, the liberal international baw order that
emenged alter the Second World War and whsch
mtensified after the end of the Cold War was a
product of what democratic states did on the
mternational plane.

Although the liberal imemational law order's
democratic credentials can always be gquestioned,
civil, political and human rights were
mstitutionalised and made part of its operating
system. Countries created mmsernatonal
organisations (I0s) to which they delegatg
significant powers, accompanied by hi
judicialisation ~ the creation of integity
courts and wribunals to settle disputes.

A scant respect for rights

With the rise of authoritarianism, including in
bberal democracies, the fundamental nature of
the liberal intermational legal order is being
alkered or, as Anne Applebaum argues, its
operating system is changing. Authoritarian
states view international law as a ool for
coordinating regime survival. Respect for civil,
political and buman rights, and holding executive
power accountable for war crimes and crimes
against humanity, has lirtke place In the
authoritarian international kegal order. Innovative
uses of the age-old concept of soverelgnty are
another key feature. While developing countries
often mvoke sovereignty to shape international
legal norms to serve their aspirations, today,
sovereignty seems 1o be the cloak aimed m
shiedding authoritarian regimes’ exoesses from
nternational scrutiny. Israel’s systematic
regection of reports by UN humsan rights bodies
that chide it for human righes violations, on the
grounds that they interfere in is sovereign allairs,
15 & case In poimt

Creating weak 10s with limited independent

powers s another key feature of authoritaran
imernacional law. Once created, an 10 takes on a
life of its own, and memberstates should not be
able to control on a whim. This, however, does
not sult authoritarian states, which want to retain
maximum power while delegating as livthe as
passible to 10s. The Shanghai Cooperation
Organisation is a case in point. A preference bot
negotiation or guasi-judicial mechanisns (o
resolve disputes, rather than faith in third-party
international adjudication, is also a pivotal
attribute of authoritarian international law. The
recent backlash against international courts, such
as the Imematiogal Coaninal Court, is an

The need for a Aightback

The kind of international kaw that Ms. Pilksy
represents is what most authoritarian regimes
despise. The clearest example of this is lsrael’s
condemmnation of the Nobel prize, saying that the
Nobel Commirtee has awarded the prize to the
“greatest lie” of the 21st century. Israel was
referring to Ms, Pillay’s role as the Chair of the
UN's Independent International Commission of
Inguiry on the Occupied Palestinian Terrory,
which concluded that Israel has committed
genocide in Gaza.

Rather than serving merely as a tool for
extending a regime’s Influence and values beyond
its barders, the kind of meernational law that Ms.
Mllay represents has a thicker conception of the
rule of Law, Baced with values of equality, faarness,
accountabdlity and making the individual a
subject of inmernational Biw. Authoritarian
regimes cannot be expected 1o develop a fair
international legal order premised on justice,
Other actors, induding courts, civil soclety and
academia, must therelore mount international
resistance to authoritarian regimes to pave the
wary for & liberal and Lair international kw.

The vivwx cxpreowsd are peraong

Youlube Homework

» Medicine ~ (&0
» Physics (o
» Chemistry O

» Economics -0>

\

reace

—O

G>LA-\Q»4*‘,



Hgcaqul 72d

fAeaer mw &1 T T @Y (The struggle to preserve a fair international law)

TS T GTEhT AT HAWTET TTA: S(E07 Shieh! (N3vi Pillay) 3T 2026 T

et T TR e T Hawt ot @ o g & srgd wmmare S aEnt < sfter siaudia i s «f

sIgg eyl 2l

AT AHEET T GTA: NfeheTTell 3 Barare! Tarstl g A F, AHartesi 3 14

SR H g Afaek Framt i sreE Fi 5 2

aaTarat m T (Authoritarian International Law):

*  TEIETE! AT ST FHAT T 0@ @eH T % S5 A T fh faai, e i @& 3R
mmﬁaﬂﬁ%mm(sovereigmy)aﬁmwwaﬁwmﬁm@%l

o 3 I AT FAATAIT (S [CC) 3R ATaTieeRR Gearsti i fsqerar &1 faty &+t € 31k
FHSAR AT TS THE Fd 2

UG T G T ATIITHAT:

ot fUects S/ A &1 Sidf e idl €, 3 FHEdT, Sareee! R =1 9 AT 2

o UF Ay 3N 3R m I SAGEIT (fair international legal order) i EF-ITQT@':T £ fau
AT BHTS, <Al 3R STHIEfHe &1 1 GaTardl dishdl & [acis UHse 8k ATErs 33 &l
ST 2




C

C\

a2y

Putin agrees to resume three-way
peace talks with Ukraine and U.S.

Discussions could start on or after November 10; Moscow frees retired US. teacher in goodwill gesture during Witkoll meet;
Putin offers Trump his help to get a deal with Tehran: Zelenskyy calls for freezing of conflict with Russia as first step to talks

Reuters
ST PETERSBURG

ussian Presidemt
Viadimir Putin has
agreed o resume

U.S.-mediated peace talks
with Ukraine as soon as
next month, the Kremlin
sald on Wednesday, alter
Mr. Putin met ULS. envoy
Steve Witkoff in Washing:
ton's latest push to stop Eu
rope’s bloodiest conflict
since the Second World
War.

Mr. Putin held over
three hours of talks with
Mr. Witkod! in Saint Peters-
burg, a day after what the
US. ofhcial called a “pro-
ductive” meeting with Uk-
raine’s Volodymyr Zelen-
skyy in Norway

Russian Prescent Viacdmer Putin meets U.S. special envay Steve
Withoff in Saint Petersburg, Russia, on Wednesday. suTess

The negotiations began
with a goodwill gesture
from Russia - the release of
Stephen Hubbard, a re
tired ULS. school teacher
heldd in Russia since 2022

Wednesday's encounter
unfolded amid concerns in

Kyiv and among its allies
that the US. Is backing
away from Ukraine.

Mr. Zelenskyy said freez-
ing the conflict in Ukraine
was the “minimum” re-
quired from Russia to bring
about an end to the war

“Right now, we have to
freeze, and | think this is
(the) real way to end this
war,” he told Fox News on
Wednesday.

The Kremlin sald the
new three-way peace talks,
which would beart a technd-
cal level, could take place
in Abu Dhabd and would be
focused on how to guaran
tee the security of Ukraine
and Russia once the war
ended. They could begin
sometime on or after No
vember 10, it said.

Mr. Putin also used the
talks to offer 1o help Mr.
Trump deal with ITran, say-
ing Russia had a decades-
long refationship with Teh-
ran which it has repeatedly
offered to Jeverage to ad-
dress U.S, concerns about

Iran's nuclear programme.
Mr. Putin told Mr. Witkoff it
was possible to get a deal
with Tehran, the Kremlin
said.

Russian Deputy Prime
Minister Alexander Novak
sald Moscow will disparch
its Arst diesel tanker tor the
U.S. on Thursday, follow-
ing a deal with Mr. Trump
earlier this month.

Four killed in Ukraine
Meanwhile, Kyiv said on
Wednesday Russian strikes
killed at least four people
inchuding two in the capital
and an elderly couple in
Kharkiv region.

Russian authorities in
the Lugansk region, said a
Ukrainian  drone  strike
killed two people.
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Turkiye, Pakistan,
Indonesia, and Qatar
sign defence accord

Reuters
ANKARA

Turkiye, Qatar, Pakistan,
and Indonesia signed an
agreement on Wednesday
to boost defence coopera-
tion and strengthen defen-
sive capabilities, the Tur-
kish Defence Ministry said.

In a statement, the Mi-
nistry said the countries
signed the “Badr Memo-
randum of Understanding”
in Doha s a sign of their
desire to further deepen
cooperation and develop
partnerships.

“The agreement holds

substantial economic im-
portance,” it said. “By leve-
raging the unique military
production capabilities of
each country, the initiative
will facilitate cooperation
and integration, enhance
defence industrial capaci-
ties, and enable the fulfil-
ment of the needs of allied
nations,” it added.

Turkey, which has NA-
TO’s second-largest army
and a robust defence in-

dustry, has been helping
Gulf nations, including Qa-
tar, where it has a military
base, bolster their defenc-
es amid the Iran war.




Macron slams foreign leaders
for exploiting France unrest

Associated Press
PARIS

French President Emma-
nuel Macron said on Wed-
nesday that foreign leaders
- including those “on the
other side of the Atlantic”
— were seeking to exploit
France’s tense social cli-
mate for political gain fol-
lowing a weekend of street
violence and looting.
Protests over soaring liv-
ing costs have led to wides-
pread rioting and looting
that have drawn world-
wide attention. U.S. Presi-
dent Donald Trump has
used the violence to rally
his supporters, making un-
substantiated claims that
Muslim migrants are res-
ponsible for the unrest.
Mr. Macron, speaking
during a visit to Qatar, im-
plied that Mr. Trump, and
possibly Israeli Prime Mi-
nister Benjamin Netanya-
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French President Emmanuel Macron meets Saudi Crown Prince
Mohammed Bin Salman during a visit to Riyadh on Wednesday. AFP

hu, who is also fighting an
election campaign, made
“stupid comments” on the
unrest for political gain,
though he did not name
either leader.

Mr. Macron said “there
has been foreign manipula-
tion of information in the
aftermath” of the looting in
Paris and other French ci-
ties last weekend. “And
that has led to comments
that are as unacceptable as

they are stupid, from many
people, including foreign
leaders,” he said.

Yellow vests

Further protests are
planned for Thursday and
Saturday following calls
from student unions and
groups within the “yellow
vest” movement, whose
demonstrations over fuel
prices shook France in
2018 and 2019.
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