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Sewage Treatment Infrastructure under
e’ the Namami Gange Programme
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AU I & HId W IUAR 3 Tqgafaar STP (Sewage

Treatment Plant)
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“ormer name Name after 14 October 2026

._7—Pradhan Mantri Samajik
Sahayata Yojana

Indira Gandhi Nationc =» Pradhan Mantri Vridhavastha
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Prasar Bharati is not a public service broadcaster

hen the Narendra Modh

government took office in May

204, the then Information and

Brosdcsting Minister, Prakash
Javadekar, promised to end the “govermment
hesdom™ over Prasar Bharatl andd recast it on the
Briveh Broadcasting Corporation (BBC) moded:
amonomous In administragion, free in editoral
judgement, and acoountable to Parlament

Twehve years later thae promise remains

unfulfiBed. The 138th episode of “Mann Ki Bant™,
broadcast on September 27, 2006, is only the
most visible reminder that the state still oresss the
public girwgves as #3 own platform,

The BBC model, unfulfilled
The troery is sharp. The same political class that
imvoked the BBC a3 the template, bter accused ®
of 2 "comtinuing colonial mamdset™ after it telecaes
the docusmentary in 2023, “Iaxdix: The Modi
Question”. From April 2024 the BBC had 10 split
its Indian news aperation o meet
foresgn-investment rules.

The deeper story &s older than the Emengency.
I P9, forwaharial Nehru told the Corstituent
Assembdy - then the only authorizache Indian
stement on the British model — “my own view
of the set-up for broadcasting ks that we should
approdmate, as lar as possible, 10 the British
model, the BEC, that s to sy, £ would be better of
we had & semi-mmonomoss corparation under
the government, of course with the policy
contralied by the government, otherwise not
conducted & o government department . Even
that cavear - “otherwise not comducsed as a

government department”™ ~ has not been
honoured

Mark Tully, former BBC buresu chief in Delhi,
put the same distinction suconctly ina
comversation in 2017 pubilic service broadcasting
“Is not the same as government broadcas™. It
rests on two principhes, he sald - that the
governenent must not interfere in the
broadcaster's autonomy, and that programmes
must not be judged by commercial merit alone,
Wihout sntonomy and freedom, he added, AR
Icisa Radio cannot becomse a brosdcaster for
transformative change.

The Emergency of 1975 reduced AN India Radio
(AIR) and Doordarshan to instraments of the
regime. After Indira Gandhi's defeat, the Janata
povernment asked B G. Verghese to recommend
amonomy. His BECstyle mode became a Bill in
1979 (Prasar Bharati Bl1, but the Bl lagrsed. A
new version, introduced In K89 as “a charter of
freedom™ under Artiche DG of the
Comstitution, recefved assent in 1990 - as the
Prassar Bharati (Broadcasting Corpocation of
Inclia) Act, 1990 ~ and was enforced only m 1997,
Its Statement of Objects and Reasons said the

Suhas Borker

Ednor, Cliders First
TV (ICFTV). who has
adeacated publc
sereie broddcasting
SN0E the 199 »
correrrer of Jan
Prasar. In 2000 he
conceptualsed
Nabional Pubic
Sevede Broadcasing
Day, on Movermber 12

Prasar Bharsi
remalns a
pretender 12
vears alter o
promise of
BISCsivie
autonony, the
corporation s
still on 2
ministerial
leash

corposation should be “a genuinely sutonomocs
body - innovative, dynamic and flexible - with a
high degree of credibdity”, resposssible 10 the
peaple and 10 Parliament. Nearly three decades
on, Prassar Bharati is not that body. Itis a
presendler, a mouthpiece of the governamnent of
the day. Section 12 of the Act is the editorial
constitution that was meant to bock that iment in.
The primary duty is to organise public
broadcasting services to inform, educate and
emlertan, Section 1202040) reguires the
corporation 1o safeguard “the citizen's right to be
informed freely, truchiully and objectively™ and 10
present “a Fair and bakinced low of information
Inchading contrasting views without advocaging
amy opinion or ideclogy of its own®,

Al the Ministry's mercy

A truncated corpocation was set up so that it
cannet function independently of government.
Crinscal Sections 13, 14 and 15 of the Act remain
unimplemented. Section O reguires a 22 member
parkamentary committee, edected from both
Houses, 20 oversee Prasar Bharat! on Parlament’s
bedhalf. No government bas constituted it. Former
chiel exacuive Jawhar Sircar has explained why:
Ministers insist that they slome are answerable 1o
Parllament and therefore retain the power o
summon AIR and Dooedarshan officials unid they
succumb.

Sectiors M and 15 require a Broadcastig
Coumcil t0 receive complaints and guard political
impartialicy. That Coumdil has never bewn set up,
anx] i Sollows that there i no system for editorial
redress. The Board, meant 1o be professionally
managed, has been filled with pliable
bureaucrats. Ownership of assets and staff was
never transferred. Without s own fund, the
Board remains at the Ministry's mercy. Section 23
still bets the Centre issue binding directions on
what may or may not be broadcast.

Section 10 reguired a recruliment board 1o
keep appomtments free of govermment
interference. Nothing happened unll July 2020,
when Jagadish Upasane, who headed Bharat
Prakashan, publisher of Panchajanya and
Organiser, was made chairman. Automomy was
compromised the moment & was announced. A
2021 mampower audin used the BBC as the
benchemark: almost balf of Prasar Bharati's then
25,000 srromg workforce sat In engineering,
agzaiest 2 litthe over 20% at the BBC, while content
SUAT were undler 200% sgainst aboss 0%, The
numbers described a trassmission machine, not
a Comtent-and News-driven broadcasser.

UNESCOs 2000 defmition is exacting. Public
broadcasting is neher commercial noe
state-controled; it speaks 10 every citizen. Prasar
Bharati fails that sest. In 2000 the government
dechred November 12 & Public Service

Broadcasting Dy to mark Gandhiji’s only AIR
broadcast, made In 1947 1o two Bikh refugees at
Kurukshetra. The day has soce become
tokenisan. In 2002 even that tokenism turmed into
farce when a Christian lnmn sung by school
students was sought 10 be dropped from the
commenorative national brosdcast,

The sockal contract is simple. The broadcaster
has the rightt 10 speak freehy, and in return ® owes
the public acouracy, impartiality, and
independence from both the market and the
Ministry. Nehru's 48 formulas already drew that
line: policy may be set, the daily comduct of
broadeastiog man not be run as & goverrament
department. In 1995, Justice P_B. Sawant,
speaking for the Supremse Court in Secretary,
Ministry of Information and Broadeasting vs
Cricket Association of Bergsad, went further
Airwaves are public property, be held, and the
Centre must estabdish an independen
auronomaous public authority to comtrol thear use.
Public broadcasting Is not state broadcasting.
Thant direction has still not been carmed out.

There must be political will

Whiat neads 1o be done & already known. The
parliamentary commites must be constituged,
the Board rebulk as a peofessional body, and
assets and sealf cransferred. The regulsory
council mmed in the Act must be created,
fundieg desgined without government strings,
and Indian Information Service oficers removed
fram operational control. The 1990 Act must be
amended where practice has exposed its trags

None of this happens withous poliical will.
The syndrome is Gl autonomy is criticised
out of power and forgoeten in power. In August
2005, the government tokl the Lok Sabisa that it
had recerved no formal comphiints from
Fournalists of media bodies about its mnonomy in
the previous year. The absence of filed grievances
5 ot evidence of Independence. The
Broadcasting Councl named m the Act was never
created, so there is nowhere for such a complaim
10 go.,

The Chanda Committee, appoinsed when
Indiea Gandhi was Informsation and Brosdcasting
Minister, concluded i 1966 tha *a psychalogical
Iransiormation s secessany™ in the government’s
approach to broadcasting. Sixty years later that
transformasion has not come, and Nehru's
“otherwise not comducsed as a government
department” remaes umkept wonds. The options
before the people are twor gpproach the courts 1o
endarce the Act and the Sawant direction, or walt
for the 2029 general election and & Lok Sabha
willing to turn Prasar Bharati from a governement
handmaiden into a public service broadcaster
Until then # remains what it has been for nearly
three decades: a disgpuised pretencder
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Thirukkural to tak

NEW DELHI

The ffth edition of the
ashi Tamil Sangamam, to
be held from November 28
to December 12, will 1

buih .mnmd the theme of

the classical Tamil text,
Thirukkural, Union Educa
tion Minister Pralhad Joshi
said on Thursday.
Launching the registra-
tion portal for the event,
Mr. Joshi said it would cele
brate, reafhirm, and streng:
then age-old civilizational
bonds between Tamil Na-
du and Kashi, two ancient
seats of learning, accord-
ing to an Education Minis-
try statement. This is in
line with the spirit of unity
exemplibed in the govern-

ment's shM
Shreshtha Bharat (One In-
dia, Great India).
lopting the theme
',l'l.' ' '/l Ul IAI .l.' l';.- S NI
(Let's learn Thirukkural),
the event seeks to bring the
ethical and moral wisdom
of the Sangam-era Thiruk-
kural to modern youth and
learners, We statement
sad. ™ I'rough education-
al engagememt, multilin-
gual resources and wider
public outreach, the pro-
gramme seeks 1o encour-
age reading, understand-
ing and application of
universal values as en-
shrined in the text, in eve-
ryday life.” it added.
As part of the pro

gramme, amul_td____,

444444

undertake an cu.ht day
journey comprising four
days of travel and four days
of visits and structured
programmes. The itinerary

will  include uﬁﬁg
Prayvagraj, and A va,
mﬁrfl'ultuml.a%ﬁ?m
ic, domain-specific, and
spirtual engagements, the
Ministry said.

“The emphasis on
youth participation will en-
able a new generation to
engage meaningfully with
India's classical knowledge
traditions and carry thelr
values into contemporary
academic, professional
and social life,” it added

Interested  applicants

o ta&

Union Minister Pralhad Josh dum "4 !hc launch of the registration
portal for Kashi Tami Sangamam on Thursday. Ax

may register through the
othcial portal at hups:/
kashitamil. fitm.ac.in/ host-
ed by the Indian Institute
of  Technology-Madras
from Thursday till Novem
ber 13.

Applications will be ac-
cepted under seven cate-
gories: students, teachers
writers and media profes-

sionals, agriculture and al-
lied sectors, professionals
and artisans, women, and
spiritual leaders,

A nationwide students’
engagement  programme
will be  undertaken
through 1,000 higher edu-
cation institutions across
the country to promote a

wider understanding ol

the Thirukkural among
studems from diverse aca-
demic disciplines and lin
guistic backgrounds, the
Ministry said. The initiative
will nclude structured stu-
dy, research, and campus-
based activities for wider
dissemination of the teach-
ings and values of the Thi-
rukkural. More details are
available at
www.kis.clct.in.
Thirukkural  experts
from Tamil Nadu will visit
various schools and colleg-
és in Varanasi and intro-
duce the students to the
core values of the text
through onentation mo-
dules, interactive sessions,
and quizzes. The National
Book Trust, in association
with the Rashtriya e-Pusta-

entre stage at Kashi Tamil Sangamam

kalaya, will conduct inte-
ractive sessions in schools
in Varanasi on reading ha
bits, storytelling and crea
tive activities

The Kashi Tamil Sanga-
mam will also leverage
technology 0 make the
teachings of the Thirukku-
ral accessible to a wider
audience across India.

Speaking at the port:
launch, Mr. Joshi sald that
since anciemt times, the
country has had strong cul-
tural unity, He noted that
many people visited Kashi
and Rameswaram as part
of their religious traditions,
reflecting the deep-rooted
cultural bonds between
the northern and southern
parts of India, the state-
ment said,
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Is a sugar-rich diet while on antibiotics
a threat to the gut microbiome?

Recent reseanch suggaeses that whs we ean w hibe taldng anoibiotics man determine just bow bodly our gt mborabial ecosastem s denurbedt the emenging chudiengse o

medicine is how o Kl armful bocteria while presenving the microbeal commmmamities that bedp keep the husran bodh healthy
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Athira Elssa Johnson

hwy does one
person develop
memory problems
while another
experiences seizures or changes in
behaviour? And how do doctors
find out whether these symptoms
are caused by Alzheimer's disease,
an immune disorder, or something
else?

Sometimes, the answers may lie
in tiny changes in the body's
chemistry. Diseases can cause
certain proteins and other
molecules to appear in different
amounts or behave differently. By
measuring these changes, doctors
can find clues as 1o what is
happening inside the body, even
when the cause is not immediately
obvious.

These clues, called chemical
signatures or biomarkers, are
being studied to improve the
diagnosis of several diseases,
particularly those affecting the
brain and nervous system.

The challenge is 10 establish
what these changes mean, how
refiably they point to a particular
disease, and whether patients can
access the tests.

What are chemical signatures?
A chemical signature is a unique
pattern of molecules, elements,
isotopes, or by-products identified
in a sample by analytical
instruments such as
spectrometers or chromatographs,
“Chemical signatures are like the
body's fingerprints,” says
Sreenivas UM., consultant
neurologist, Apollo Speciality

Chemical signatures or biomarkers, are being studied to improve diagnosis of several
diseases, particularty those affecting the beain and nervous Systém, GETTY IMAGES

Hospitals, Vanagaram, Chennai,
When a disease develops, the
balance of certain chemicals or
proteins may change, providing
clues to the problem, he adds

In Alzheimer's disease, for
instance, doctors and researchers
look for changes in proteins called
amvloid-beta and tau, Certain
forms of these proteins can be
measured in blood and
cerebrospinal flusd, the liquid
surrounding the brain and spinal
cord. Tests measuring
phosphoryviated tau, particularly
p-tan2i7, can help identify changes
associated with Alzhetmer's
disease,

Researchers are also studying
alpha-synuclein, a protein
associated with Parkinson’s
disease. In another condition,
autoimmune encephalitis, tests
that detect antibodies directed
against particular brain proteins
can help identify an immune
response affecting the brain.

This condition can cause

seizures, memory problems and
changes in behaviour,

Detecting symptoms

Finding these changes also does
not always mean an individual
has, or is going to have a particular
disease. The distinction is
important: a test may identify
Changes associated with
Alzheimer's disease, but doctors
still need 10 consider the person's
symptoms and overall health
before deciding what those results
mean.

Chemical signatures can also
help distinguish conditions that
appear similar. Autoimmune
encephalitis, for example, may
initially be mistaken for a
psychiatric illness because it can
cause behavioural changes and
problems with memory,
Identifying specific antibodies can
help doctors recognise the
condition and begin appropriate
treatment. “In neurosurgery,
examining the molecular

carty, but accuracy and access remain challenges

characteristics of a brain tumour
can help doctors classify it and
decide on treatment,” says Agib
M., senior consultant
neurosurgeon, Dr. Mehta's
Hospitals, Chennai. Selected
modecular tests are already used in
specialist practice. Researchers
are also studying markers such as
neurofilament light, a protein that
can indicate damage 1o nerve
cells, he adds. However, not every
promising test is ready for routine
use, Some markers indicate
damage that can ocour in several
diseases rather than identifving
one specific condition

Testing and diagnosis

A chemical signature cannot
always give the full picture. Age,
kidney function, medication and
other illnesses can affect the levels
of certain molecules. Doctors
consider the patient’s symptoms,
medical history and examination
hindings, along with brain scans
and other investigations when
NEecessary.

Cost and availability pose
further challenges in India.
Specialised tests may not be
offered at every hospital, and
patients may have to travel 1o
larger centres to access them.
Differences in laboratory methods
can also affect how consistently
results are interpreted.

So, for patients, chemical
signatures could mean clearer
answers and shorter waits for a
diagnosis. But their importance
lies not just in detecting changes
in the body, but in understanding
what those changes mean.

(athira.elsa@thehindu.co.in)
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France reports first human case of
livestock virus Shamonda-as man dies

Reuters
PARIS

France on Thyrsday re-
ported the A human
case of the Shamonda vi-
rus, usually found in lives-
tock, in a patient who later
died, with authorities ad-
ding there was no risk to
the general population at
this stage.

Transmitted by biting
midges and most common-
ly found in cattle, Shamon-
da has also been found in
horses, sheep and goats.

“The European Centre
for Disease Prevention and

A representative image of cattle. GETTY IMAGES

Control is carefully moni-
toring the situation after
the French authorities an-
nounced the first ever re-
ported human infection

with Shamonda virus, a
disease that has until now

only affected animals,” the
Stockholm-based ECDC

said in a statement.

“ECDC is in contact with
the French authorities and
European partners to in-
vestigate the potential pu-
blic health implications,” it
said. “Investigations into
whether the virus caused
or contributed to the pa-
tient's death and how the
infection was acquired are
ongoing.”

The French announce-
ment said the leading hy-
pothesis was that the pa-
tient was infected in
eastern France, where the
virus had circulated among
animals this spring and
summer.
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Wihn Is Albernis separacss movemnent growing? Can Prime Minister Mark Camey contaln ir?

Vighnesh P. Venknesh

The story so far:

he majoriny of citizens of the

Camaadian provce of Alberta,

in & referendum on October

19, chose to push down a rising
separatist movement, gving Prime
Minister Mark Carney much-needed rebe!
and a boost amid rension wirh
neighbourng US. over trade policies and
Presidem Donadd Tramp's provocative
ambions. While official resals of the
ot Binding referemdums wv 1o be
annoumced on Octobeer 20 the vobe, with
e tham 97% of voles counted by
October 21 morming, has gven
overwhelming support for the ollrich
provinoe to stay with the country

Why is the province feeling separatist
sentiments?
ARerta, with its abundass ‘ofl sands’, &

home 10 the workd's fourth-largest peoven
ol reserves, Behind Venezoela, S
Arabia, and lram. While peither the larpest
nor the most popuboss province in the
Noeth American country, Alberta
acooumes for more than 80% of Canacla's
crude ol production and comribuses a
disproportiomate share to the country’s
economy among the provinces. This has
ooy kepe separatist sentiments alive along
the fringes of the province’s socal fabeic,
with scene believing that the provinee s
nol gettingd the same from the federal
Sovernesent as ¥ is providing.

The errvironmentally friendly policies
of libersd goversmments al the centre thae
aimed # putting curts on ofl extraction
stoked the sentiments of the constituents
of the conservatiomnet province, whach
snowballed 200 a popular movemem in
recent years, helped along with
resentment towards restrictions and
repudations during the pasdemic and

post-pamdemic period

The MAGA mosement under My,
Trump on the other side of the border
Ak irepired conservatives in the
provinee, who rallied towands secession
and somcosry which wosdd et Alberta
decide whae 1o do with the od present in
its tesriory, and collect and keep the
income from ol for iself.

What did the latest referendum seek
o setele?

The relerendum wis inittally introdsced
i b Pl of motions approved in March
with 9 gquestions on immmggration and
wellare policies and constimutional
questions on federal structure and
inter-peovindal cooperation. The

¥ith gquestion, added 1o the 9 initial ones
with a separate order approved In May,
dealt with the segaration. Inssead of
seeking yes or no answers ke the
previoes 9 questions, the Lst question

VOIETS TWO OpThors.

hom one was el Alberta shoukd

2 Provimce of Canada, winle the
optiom called o the provindsd

rocess to hokd a binding referendum on
whether or not Alberta should separate
from Camada. In essence, the referendum
wanted citizens of the provimce to elther
clase the door on separation talks or wge
the government to iiekne a second
referendem (o decide on sepangion. With
resulks from more than 975 of the voting
comtres, 15,44 2584 votes out of 2 sonal of
20,060,524 counted, nearly 5% supported
option one

How have leaders reacted?

The votes aganst any  separation
referendum were a “large magority for
Canada®, Mr. Carney, who hails from
Albema, sald afer the unotholal resulbs.

Alberta Premier Damselle Smith, who
Called tor the vote In a sgn of growing
preessuares feom within her Uniged
Conservative Paety, reacted 1o the ealy
results s 8 vote for 2 “stromger Alberta
A unived Camsada”

However, separates leaders have not
given up. “We are not going anywhese”,
Jeff Rasth, beader of the Alberta Prosperity
Project and one of the faces of the
sepamtist movement, saad after the
referendum results became apparent. Mr
Ragh sees a siiver lining in the 3075 of

vooes for his cause. Former Premiber lason
Kininedy Baad potnied out before the
referendum that separatist parties
trachitoesally attracted bess thas 2% of
votes i edections and referendums. The
30% vote on October 19 = an exponential
growth for the movessent and coukd be
the way to the mainstream for Mr, Rath
and his sdeas, one of which s replacing
Ms. Smith as the head of the UCPF and
ReITing A pro-separatist govermimens for
the prosince, which takes forward.

B with ghobal uncertainties and trade
wars with the US. under Me. Trump who
hesd] demenmed Canaacla's sovereigmty
mltiple times with public commments
about making the country a St State of
the U5, Mr. Carney meeds his country
united and resources flowing. He would
akso find stremgth from the Gcr that
leaders of the separatst movement had
public meetings with US. bwmakers in
the rum up 10 the referencum and yet he
had the overwhelming solidarity from his
hottie peovinge

The suppodt froes the referendum will
boost bes ambitions to g & ssijor
plpelioe out of Alberta Bt he hopes
could revive the economy. As an
economist who was in charge of the Bank
of England during Brexit, not harving 1o go
through the economic Ballout from the
segaration of one of the most profitable
provinces In the country would be 2
relied
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Tied by geography, divided by politics

ith speculation rife that Bangadesh's

recently elected Prime Minister

Tarique Rabwman (and aso Bangladesh
Nationakst Party (BNF) Chadrmsan) will be visking
New Delhi in November or December, it is time to
assess the stase of Ind-Bangladesh relations and
anahse the roots of the problems between the
WO coumtries.

The seeds of thelr current tersion lie In the
Bberatson war of 1971 esell. From the very
beginning, the antinade of Bangladesh's ellies
sormind Indlia has wanvered between grativode and
resemtment - gratitade for India’s crucal role in
the liberation of their country and resentment
against the fact that India had 1o play the role of
Bberator — a role they shouk] bave performed
themsedves.

An ambivalence

Nations cherish marratives in which they are the
principal authoes of their own liberation
Hargladesh is no excepeion. The comtribution of
the Mukti Bahini notwithstanding, the decsive
milary blow against Pakistan was delivered by
India. Whas was Inltially the scerce of Immense
graciude with the passage of tse became 2
source of grave discomdort.

Mareover, [rom the very beginning Diaka was
worried that India's policy 1owands Bangladesh
would be mediated through a Hindu-magoeity
West Beogald nexs door which has strong cubiurad
and linguistic affiesties with Bangladesh that
could threaten the development of Banglades's
ndependent identity. The open barders in the
mmedate aftermath of the liberation war also
revived memories of the socio-economic
dominance of the Hindu bhadralok in
pre-Partition Bengal.

This was compounded by the fact that
Bargladesh was virtualh surrounded by India,
sharing a border of more tham 4,000 kilometres.,
Its principal rivers lowed throsgth or originated
m India. Its economic and strategic room for
manceuvre appeared constrained by geography.
Consequently, the fear of Indsan domination
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became an mmportant compoment of Bangladeshi
nastionalsam

The honeymoon between Dhaka and New
Dol was indewd short, Sheikh Mugh and Indira
Ganchi shared a grem deal of goodwill. But the
goveriements that succewded Mugih deliberately
distanced Bangladesh from Indss, Under Ziaur
Rahman, Banghdeshi natlionaksm was redefined
In overtly Islamic terms In contradistinction o
the linguistsc natioesalism thae had provided the
ideclogical Soamdarion of the liberagion
oVl

Dhaka's forelgn palicy

This haxdl important foreign policy comsequences,
Dhaskas sougght closer relations with Pakistan,
Chima, and the United States o counterhalance
Ieches. Whaat New Delhi often imserpeeted as
gratuitous anti-Indiamism was, from Dhalka's
perspective, an sertion of Strategic automoery
by & mooch weaker state living in the shadow of an
overwhelmingly powerful neighbour.

This pattern became deeply embedded in
Bangbsdesi's domestic politics. The Awami
League remalned identibed with the secular and
Bengali-nationalist legacy of 1971 and generally
fivoured dose relations with India. The BNP and
s allies were mach maore suspicious of New
Dol Inclia consequently ceased 10 be merely 4
foredgn policy ssue; attitudes towards Inda
became part of the contest over Bangladesi's
nastional identity,

But this success contalned the seeds of the
subsegent backlash. India increasingly kestihed
its interests not merely with Bangladesh but with
Shetkh Hasina and the Awami Leaguoe. As
criticism mounted within Bangladesh over the
increasingly sehoritaran character of her
government, New Delbd was widely percetved as
placing its own security intenests shove
Banghdesh’s democratic evolugion,

Ms. Hasloa's overtheow in August 2024
therefore produced not merely a change of
povernument bue a profound crisis for Indan
policy. Her Sight 1o India reinforced suspacions

M
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theat New Delhi was the externad pillar of the
political order just overthrown, Indis’s continuing
refusal 10 extracdiee her has ensured that the
Hasiow question remains a major bllateral evitant

The roadd shead
The edection of Mr. Rahosan anxd the return of the .
ENF to power in February 2006 have opened a
new chapter. Both New Delbd and Dihaka have
compedling reasons (o avosd permanemt
alenanion, and funcrional engagement has N~
resaened. Ban suberantial muneal ssspicion
comtinues to bedevil blligeral relations.
The lesson that New Delbd should draw from

the turbulent history of the refationship is that

Imclia cannot expect grateude for 1971 10

comszitute the permanemt foundation of

Eanghadeshi foregn policy. Grattude is a

transient sentment; mational eeerest espedally
when linked 10 issues of nagional idestity s
enduring

Indeed, repemedly imvoking India’s role in
Bangadesh’s liberation can be counterproductive
becase it reinforoes precsely the Bangladeshs
peychological tramma that has trosbled the
refationship from s inception,

Dbaka, for its part, canmot wish away
geography. No relationship with Beling,
Islamabad or Washingion can sabstitute for a ,
workable relatsossdup with the country that
surrounds Basgladesh on three sides, shares ks
magjor river systems and is mxchispersable to its
regional commectiviry.

India must lear 1o exercise its preponderam
power with restraint and sensitwvity and abypare
demanding reciprocity for any magnanimety it
shows towards s simaller neghbour especially
on the sharing of river waters. Bangladesh must
recognise thae strategic autonomy need not be
defined throagh knee-jerk apposition 1o India
Only then can the two countries Smally move
beyond the burdess of the past while preservieg
its most important legacy: the recogntion thae
their securey and stabdiry are mextricably
intertwined
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Modi and Tusk discuss trade ties, India’s plan,to 73

Suhasini Haidar
NEW DELHI

India and Poland have no
“conflicts of interest”, said
Polish Prime Minister Do-
nald Tusk, who hailed his
Indian counterpart Naren-
dra Modi as a “beacon of
hope” in a time of “politi-
cal uncertainty and insta-
bility” after talks here on
Thursday.

Mr. Tusk, who is visiting
as Prime Minister for the
first time since 2010, dis-
cussed expanding India-
Poland cooperation in a
number of fields including
space, transportation, re-

newable energy and tech-
nology, and also spoke
about India’s “four-point
proposal” to help mitigate
the effegts _of the Bussia-
Ukraine conflict.
TWTile the two sides did
not sign any agreement, In-
dia and Poland targeted
doubling trade between
them from a low figure ol
$6 billion, which is expect-
ed to rise after the India-
European Union Free
Trade Agreement is signed
in December. “We are con-
fident that companies from
both countries will work
together to develop trusted
supply chains for the world

and achieve our shared
goal of doubling bilateral
trade by 2030,” said Mr.
Modi.

The Prime Minister ad-
ded he was pleased that a
large business delegation
had accompanied Mr.
Tusk, to engage with In-
dian businesses in Delhi
and Bengaluru on collabo-
rations in areas such as rail
transport, clean coal, and
mining, where Poland has
developed its technology.

Mr. Modi congratulated
Poland for entering the
group of nations with tril-
lion-dollar GDPs.

Mr. Tusk expressed his

f‘#/v \\\‘a?
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ambitiis to join the G-20.
U3 President Donald
ump has invited Mr.
Tusk to the G-20 this vear
in Florida, where Poland is
expected to submit its

Oty TS L
P alls of a four

point proposal that the Mo-
di government is discuss-
ing with counterparts in
Moscow and Kyiv, with a
view to forge an agreement
between Russia and Uk-
raine that would stop at-
tacks on civilians, allow
grain and energy exports

Steadfast partnership: Prime Minister Narendra Modi with Polish

PM Donald Tusk in New Delhi on Thursday. SUSHIL KUMAR VERMA
e ———

support for India’s candi 2028-29 and for a perma-
dature tor the Unite a- nent seat in a reformed
tions Security Cgdfcil’'s UNSC, and hoped for In
non-permanent seat for dian support for Poland's

from th countries
through the Black Sea, and
end the targeting of ships
and seafarers, including
many Indians who have
been casualties in the four-
and-a-half year war.

Highly placed officials
denied that India is “me-
diating” in the conflict, but
said it is in close contact
with both sides over the
specific proposal.

India and Poland also
announced a “Defence In-
dustry” dialogue for coop-
eration in security, tech-
nology and hardware.
However, no specific de-
fence deals will be signed

between the countries un-
til they sign an Agreement
on Mutual Protection and
Exchange of Classified In-
formation, which is still un-
der negotiation, and could
not be completed in time
for the visit, officials said.

The deal will specifically
seek to allay Poland’s con-
cerns about technology
leaks to Russia given the In-
dia-Russia defence part-
nership, and India’s sensi-
tivities on the Poland's
defence relationship with
Pakistan.

PM SPEAKS TO NETANYAHUV
» PAGE 6
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Indian among 2 dead as Houthis
target Saudi’s Dammam airport

Artack on King Fahd Internaional Alrpoet injures elghe, sons the Kingdome Sadi forces tangeted vacdhit carrving M indians in
Rexd Sea, and rescue operations are under wan iy rebelss there willl be shege Toe shege and escabation for escalation, they add

Stanly Johny

wo people, includ
Tilu an Indan s
thonal, were killed

and eight impared on Wed
manadry in a Mogsthe attack
on Keg Fahd Internationa)
Arport in Dammam, Saudi
Arabey's eastern ol hub,
the kKigdom's CGeseral
Ausrhocity of Civill Aviation
sandd

The lran-aligned rebwels
abo claimed thae Sadi
Arabian foeces on Thurs
Gy tangeted an  Incham
yacht nesr Zugar Bland in
Red Sea, carrying 14 In
dians, adding thae they
were  conducting  rescue
Opetalioss.

The Indian Embassy in
Ervadh comfrmed the In
dian  npatonals  desth
“Saudi aushorities have In
formed that one Indlan o
Bonal wiss among Fwo peo
ple who usfortunately oot
eheir lives In the amack on
Dammam srport yester-
dary might and two Incdham
mashonals were  Infured,”
he emitassy Wroee I a so
cal media post on Thurs

On watehi Sasch Anabis bow bt EOnT. DrOags
ord bt with the Houlha A

oty of “ar o Wedresday ared the ¢

day. Om Thursday, the
Houthis (Ansar Allah) sadd
they will comtine their op
et aliore sglaired Sand Ara
g “There will be shepe for
swegre and escalatiom for es
calaton,” they saad, adding
the strikes would continupe
untll Sandi Arabla lifts Its
hlockade of the Houths
held s of Yemen.

Il Saudi Arabla cond
moes o attack Yemen, “we
will resort 1o major options
we did noe want 1o take,
and we hold it responsible
for the conseguences.” the

AR N TRe T

I backed midltanes sald,
as per the Houehi-allgned
Almepdrah tvlrvidon

“Serious comcerns’

The targeting of 2 civilaan
vessel carrying Indian m-
chonals radses serious con
cerns about the salety of
imterestional  navglation
and the potentidd ke civi
Han csualties, the Yemeni
militia sakl. “The |Howhe)
Armed Foroes are carrymy
Ut rescue operations for
those on board, with furth
er detatls to be provided b

Efforts on to bring
back thousands of
stranded Indians

NEW DL

Arvad cSCalDng MTACKS 00
Sauxd Acalra by the
ran-busched Mouts rebels,
Indamn massans n Frpech and
Jeaeoh Mfl$o’( -t
wabrhobden W e the
warly return of thousands of
Sranded prigrre, e Extena
Nl Minsstry sadd on
Thundes » PAGE 4

ter,” they sald, according o
Amasirah idevision.

The Indsin Embussy in
Yetnent sesponded o the
repores om amack om the
yacht, "We are ascertam
ing further details about
the Incident and will pro
vide all possitle help o
stiring the safidly el
widl Busag of the beudian na
tomalks” it sadd on X.

The Houthis, who cap
tured Sana‘a in 2004
expanded thedr terriorial
contred akong Yemen's em
tire Bed Sea coast last

month, sid they lunched
missile and drone anacks
at Saudi Arabex's Minstry
of Defence in Rivadh and
the Dammam apaort.
They also struck a flaclity
of Aramon, the stale
cmtind petrodmsn ad
wral gas company, In Yan
b, and Abla itemanonal
Adrport in e sot o st
Saudi  Andda  starved
bombeng Yemen in 205 af
fer the Houthis captuned
Santa'n & Tew months eas
ber. In 2022, Rwyadh and
the Houthi leadership
agrend 0 a ceelue as
part of a broader IranSau
4 nmgperochement. The
cemafire colbgead in July,
8 the il of e LS - lran
War, as the Sana‘a arpor
was bombed by Soadi Ara-
3 o prevent an lrangn
aldine carrving 2 Houthl
delegation from binding
I reoenl wwwks, the
Houthis have stepped up
alachs aainst Saudi ad
ports and emergy infras-
trocture, whele the king:
dom has Intensibed Its air
strikes om the Houthd-con
trolled parts of Yemen
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BRICS Parliamentary Forum
to meet in Delhi: Om Birla

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

A two-day conference ol
the 12th BRICS Parliamen-
tary Forum will be held in
New Delhi on October 26
and 27, with discussions
centred on “Fostering par-
laments for people-centric
development”, Lok Sabha
Speaker Om Birla said at a
press conlerence on
Thursday.

“The two-day confe-
rence will include both bi-
lateral and multilateral dis-
cussions. Presiding
officers, members of Par-
liament and other dignitar-
ies from BRICS and partner
countries will brainstorm
on strategic priorities for
Parliaments,” he said.

Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi will also attend
the event, though no sepa-
rate invitations were ex-
tended to Opposition lead-

f\.
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Om Birla

ers of the two Houses.
India had received confir-
mation from most partici-
pating countries, though
Saudi Arabia and Ethiopia
expressed their inability to
participate.

The deliberations will
cover “institutional resi-
lience, ethical artificial in-
telligence, digital transfor-
mation, reform of global
governance and sustaina-
ble development”.

Meanwhile, the Speaker
avoided all questions re-

garding the delay in proro-
guing the Monsoon Session
of Parliament and specula-
tion about a special sitting
to deliberate on delimita-
tion legislation.

“Article 85 of the Consti-
tution clearly says that the
Speaker has no role in call-
Ing or proroguing a ses-
sion. If I had a role, then |
would have given a judg-
ment,” he said.

Trinamool case
Regarding the disqualifica-
tion of 20 MPs who broke
away from the original Tri-
namool Congress (TMC) in
West Bnegal, Mr. Birla said
he would expedite the pro-
cess once the lawmakers
submitted their responses.
“Just like the Supreme
Court is hearing the case,
my court is also hearing
the case, I cannot pass the
judgment here,” the Speak-
er said.
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In Instagram debut, Sonia Gandhi c"‘w 3

shares first glimpse of her memoir M(’\

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Congress Parliamentary
Party Chairperson Sonia
Gandhi made her Insta-
gram debut on Thursday
by sharing a video of her
upcoming memoir, Belong-
ing: A Journey of Lowve,
which she described as a
“story of love, duty, loss
and finding a place to
belong™.

The former Congress
president has largely

stayed away from suual:

media, using the party's
ficial X handle to release vi-
deo statements, letters and
other messages.

In the first post on her
Instagram account, Ms.
Gandhi shared a video of
herself receiving copies of
the book and sharing
sweets with Priyanka
Gandhi Vadra and re-
marked that the book con-
tained several photo-
graphs. “Hello everyone,
I'm truly grateful to share
this moment with you all;

Pages of resilience: Sonia Gandhi's memoir traces personal loss,
family tragedies and moments in her political life. P11

the first look of Belonging:
A Journey of Love. 1L 1S a
SLOIY Of love, duty, loss and
hnding a place to belong. |
look forward to sharing it
with you,” she said in her
post.

Congress communica-
tions chief Jairam Ramesh,
sharing the video, said the

“long-awaited memoir” of

Ms. Gandhi would be re-
leased on November 10.

Publishing controversy
Last month, HarperCollins
India announced that it

would publish the memoir,
ending uncertainty over its
domestic release after an
impasse between Ms.
Gandhi’s representatives
and Penguin Rgefdom
House India (PRHI).

The disagreement had
triggered a controversy,
with some Congress lead-
ers alleging that pressure
had been exerted on the
publisher to remove refe-
rences to Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, the Rash-
triva Swayamsevak Sangh
and China’s alleged occu-

pation of Indian territory.
PRHI denied any exter-
nal pressure and declined
to disclose details, citing
confidentiality obligations.
The memoir begins with
Ms. Gandhi’s childhoad in
post-war Veneto, Jialy. and
recounts her move to Cam-

bridge, whessslie met Ra-
jiv It traces
her marriag 1im, her

introduction to her moth-
er-in-law, former Prime Mi-

ister Indira Gandhi, and
her eflorts to adapt to life

in India.

The book also recounts
thebiagadics that marked
the family, including San-
jay Gandhi's death in a
plane crash, Indira Gand-
hi's assassi n 1984
and Rajiv Gandhi’s assassi-
nation in 1991. The book
covers the Congress-led al-
liance's victory in the 2004
general election, Ms. Gand-
hi’s decision not to become
Prime Minister, and her
leadership of the party and
the ruling coalition during
the subsequent decade.
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