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Advantages of AgriPV and sustainable
rural development in India

Higher crop yields
Shading helps reduce heat stress and creates
favourable growing conditions for crops

Increased water efficiency

Partial shade reduces soil moisture loss
and supports water conservation

Dual income model

Combines income from farming with
revenue from solar power generation

Enhanced energy access
0 Provides additional solar power to support

agricultural activities and rural communities

Source: India Brand Equity Foundation (IBEF)
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Periodic Labour Force Survey 1o identify households with at least one digital platform worker; it
will also have questions to capture engagement in caregiving activities and unpaid trainee work

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

he Union govern-
Tment has decided
to change the de-

sign and structure of the
Periodic Labour Force Sur-
vey (PLFS) to track digital
platform workers and cap-
ture engagement in unpaid
household, caregiving, vo-
lunteer, and trainee work.
The PLFS will also include
additional questions to
measure labour
underutilisation,
According to a press re-
lease and concept note is-
sued here on Friday, the
National Sample Survey Of-
fice (NSSO), under the Mi-
nistry of Statistics and Pro-
gramme Implementation
(MoSPI), has proposed
modifications to the PLFS
sampling design starting
January 2027. The survey
schedule will also change.
The Ministry has invited
comments and suggestions
from policymakers, re-
searchers, academic insti-

Hidden labour: The revised labour survey aims to better capture
the economic contribution of women's unpaid work, INRAN NISSAR

tutions, and the public
within 15 days from Friday.

A separate Second Stage
Stratum (SSS) will be intro-
duced in the PLFS to iden-
tify households with at
least one digital platform
worker. An additional en-
try will be added to the
questionnaire to deter-
mine whether any mem-
ber of the household has
engaged in digital platform
work during the specified
reference period. "There
will be four SSSs in rural
areas and five in urban

areas, with 14 households
canvassed in each selected
First Stage Unit (FSU). This
revision in SSS formation is
expected to improve the
coverage of digital plat-
form workers and facilitate
more comprehensive data
collection on this emerging
segment of the labour mar-
ket," the press release said.

Concept note

According to the concept
note, a large proportion of
women in India spend con-
siderable time on unpaid

household and caregiving
activities, such as cooking,
cleaning, childcare, and
caring for elderly, sick, or
disabled family members.

“While such activities
contribute significantly to
household well-being and
facilitate the participation
of other household mem-
bers in paid employment,
they have not been mea-
sured separately in PLFS
until now,” it noted, adding
that specific questions will
be incorporated to capture
engagement in own-use
production of goods, and
unpaid household and ca-
regiving activities.

Additionally, the criteria
for sample allocation and
stratification have been up-
dated.

“These revisions are ex-
pected to improve the efh-
ciency of sample allocation
and ensure better repre-
sentation of population va-
riations, which in turn will
minimise operational dith-
culties during sample se-
lection,” the release said.
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Army needs flexibility
with long-term vision,

says Defence Mlnlstr  por ) — STATY @&

Saurabh Trivedi
NEW DELHI

Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh on Friday called on
the Army's senior leader-
ship to develop a long-term
strategic vision for the next
20-30 years while remain-
ing prepared to respond to
immediate and emerging
security challenges amid a
changing geopolitical and
regional environment,
Addressing the Army

- nce
in New Pelhi, Mr. Singh
stressed need for dy-
namic and flexible strate-
gies that can be adjusted to
evolving circumstances.
He released the Land War-
fare Doctrine, which pro-
vides an overarching fra-
mework for preparing the
Army to address the evolv-
ing character of warfare
and future conflicts.

Mr. Singh also called for
an integrated approach to
modern warfare, empha-
sising that land operations
and ground forces would
remain indispensable des-
pite the growing signifi-
cance of air, maritime,

~

Rajnath Singh

space, and cyber domains.

Commending the
armed forces for adapting
to changing operational re-
quirements, the Defence
Minister said innovative
thinking, enhanced syner-
gy, improved coordination,
and advanced weaponry
had contributed to the suc-
cess of Operation Sindoor.
The operation had sent a
clear message that India
would not hesitate to take
necessary measures to sa-
feguard its national inter-
ests, he said. He credited
the armed forces’ valour,
discipline, preparedness,
and restraint, along with
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi's diplomatic efforts
for strengthening India’s
global standing.
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Al tools to be used to verify = Ve
attendance in jobs scheme -~ *°

The upgraded National Mobile Monitoring Svstem used to capture attendance of workers will now
have anti-tampering features, enhanced face verification to confirm on-site presence, savs Minister

.U\
-(,\ > PM - AJAY—

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

ith an aim to
Wplug the gaps
that allegedly

allowed misuse of the mo-
bile-based application
used to capture workers'
attendance under the rural
employment programme,
Viksit  Bharat-Guarantee
for Rozgar and Ajeevika
Mission Gramin (VB-G
RAM G), Union Rural Deve-
lopment Minister Shivraj
Singh Chouhan on Friday
announced that an upgrad-
ed version with Al-based
verification and other en-
hanced security features
that safeguard against tam-
pering and fraudulent at-
tendance, will be used.

Mr. Chouhan, according
to a statement issued by
the Press Information Bu-
reau (PIB), said the govern-
ment's priority while en-
suring employment for
rural workers was to “pro-
tect their wages and ensure
that public funds were
used transparently and for
their imended purpose”.

Face authentication was

. A < } —

The new features will help in identifying suspicious photographs or

the repeated use of same images from worksites. ARUN KULKARN

introduced in the National
Mobile Monitoring System
in March 2026 as the Minis-
Iry’s response (o concerns
over fake attendance, un-
der MGNREGA, that pre
ceded the current rural
programme.

However, despite the
face authentication provi-
sion, in many cases “pho-
to-to-photo capturing in-
stead of live work images”
was being done. There
were also mismatches bet-
ween the actual and re
corded worker count. Dis-
crepancies in the gender
composition of workers
were found at several

worksites. Cases of the
same photograph of work-
ers appearing in multiple
muster rolls, as well as mis-
matches between workers
in morning and afternoon
photographs, were also
detected.

The latest version, Mr.
Chouhan said, includes sa-
feguards against cloning
and tampering, along with
liveness detection. “These
features are designed 1o
verify that the person ap-
pearing before the camera
is a real, live worker rather
than a dummy image or an
old photograph. Al-based
face verification has also

been refined to account for
differences across States
and geographical regions,”
he said.

Apart from this, the go-
vernment has also put in
place a “mult-layered veri-
hcation system”™ to ensure
that payments correspond
to genuine work. The sys-
tem includes an Al-based
photo de-duplication mo-
dule that identihes suspi-
cious or repeated photo-
graphs. The Minister
explained that where such
entries are detected, the
wage list and Fund Trans{-
er Order are automatically
withheld until the neces-
sary checks are completed.

Offline attendance

Mr. Chouhan also clarified
that in areas where net-
work connectivity is un-
available at a worksite, at-
tendance can be recorded
offline. An authorised ex-
ception mechanism Is also
available when face auth-
entication fails for elderly
workers or persons with
disabilities, or when a mo-
bile device encounters
technical problems.

- PM - Vishwakarma -
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SC backs voters' right to prosecute candidates

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court has
held in a judgment that or-
dinary private citizens can
file criminal complaints
against candidates for giv-
ing false information or
concealing  information
while filing their nomina-
tion papers for an election.

The judgment by a
Bench of Justices Dipankar
Datta and Sheel Nagu said
the law does not insist that
only public servants or
competent authorities
were eligible to lodge com-
plaints against electoral
candidates.

The court’s judgment
empowers the vigilant citi-
zen-voter with the locus
standi to directly act
against dishonesty in elec-
toral politics, and ensure
transparency in polls right
from the stage of fling
nominations.

Personal affidavits
Candidates have to file per-
sonal athdavits along with
their nominations. Senior
advocate Sanjay Nuli, who
appeared in the case,
pointed out that these aff-
davits were part of legisla-
tive efforts to maintain the
purity of elections and a
healthy democracy.

Voters must be educated

Citizens can file
criminal complaints

against candidates for
false information in

nominations, it says

and well-informed about
the contesting candidates,
including the latter's as
sets, educational qualifica-
tions and criminal antece-
dents. Concealing personal
information or fling false
details to hoodwink the vo-
ters is a non-cognisable
and bailable offence under
Section 125-A of the Repre-
sentation of the People Act,
1951. The Section prpvides
that a guilty party ‘illd be

w";j‘iﬁ 4‘\\\ o "S'\&A“" ‘aCl

liable to face imprisonment
for six months, hne or
both.

Justice Datta interpreted
that the rigour of Section
195 of the Code of Criminal
Procedure (CrPC), that on-
ly a complaint lodged by a
public servant must be ta-
ken cognisance of by a
court of law, did not affect
Section J2o-A of the 1951
Act.

“If indeed it were the in-
tention of the legislature
that cognisance of any of-
fence relating to the fur-
nishing of false information
by a candidate in an affida-
vit with intent of being
elected in an election could
only be taken if the com-

plainant were a public ser-
vant, the same could have
been provided by an
amendment of Section 195
CrPC,” the court noted.

Interpretation

“No court would be barred
from taking cognisance of
an alleged offence under
Section 125-A, even on the
complaint lodged by a priv-
ate person. This interpreta-
tion is fortihed by the ab-
sence of any provision in
any enactment stipulating
that a complaint in relation

to an offence under Sectio
125-A can only be lodged by 5 :

a public servant,” Justice
Datta, who authored e
judgment, held

YouTlube Homework
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L.adakh talks fail to
resume amid rift
over govt. proposal

Peerzada Ashig
SRINAGAR

The proposed talks bet-
ween the Union Home Mi
nistry and representatives
from Ladakh failed to take
place on Thursday amid
growing differences among
civil society groups over
the Centre's draft proposal
for the Union Territory.

Leh's civil  society
groups, particularly the
Leh Apex Body (LAB) and
the Kargil Democratic Al
llance (KDA), had termed
the 32-page dralt, which
Proposes a new  gover-
nance structure for La-
dakh, "a departure from
the earlier promises”

A sub-committee of the
Ministry of Home Affairs
(MHA), mandated to talk
with Ladakh representa-
tives, was scheduled 1o
meet on Thursday in New
Defhi to further discuss the
312-page draft shared with
the LAB and KDA on Oc-
tober 15 in Leh. However,
the talks did not take place.

The Civil Society Forum
ol Ladakh (CSFL), a Leh-
hased civil society group, is
projecting itself as a new
stakeholder in the issue,
“This forum observes with
deep concern that the ort-
ginal agenda adopted by
LAB for constitutional safe-
guards for land, jobs, cul-

Original agenda
adopted by civil
sOCielY groups now
stands hijacked, a
new forum alleged

twre and environment
stands hijacked. The dia-
logue is now dominated by
one individual (climate ac-
tivist) Sonam Wangchuk
and KDA, compromising
the genuine interests of
districts and the Buddhist
community,” said the
members of CSFL in a joint
statement,

The group comprises
BIP leader and ex-Member
of Parliament Thupstan
Chhewang, ex-chiel execu-
tive councillor of the La-
dakh Autonomous Hill De
velopment  Council-Leh
(LAHDC-Leh) Rigzen Spal-
bar; ex-legislator Tsering
Samphel, representatives
of Thiksey and Thuksey
Rinpoche, and also mem-
bers of the Ladakh Budd-
hist Association (LBA).

“The LAB and KDA no
longer represent inclusive
voice of all districts,” the
forum said, while appeal-
ing to the Centre to hold
panchayat elections and
“enhance powers of hill
councils till Union Territo-
ry-level constitutional set
thement is reached”.
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year vickded lietle in terms of results

he Uned States Secretary of State's three-

day visit 10 Indfl TE TRONd & five

months, came ot 3 snificant time in ULS
polrics. Marco Rubuo’s Mumbai trip thes week was
Al aheTTTTING LS, miacdhierm ebections, whikh
would mark the midpomnt of President Dosald
Trump’s second term in office - a point at which
the incummbent normally begins o foous on legacy,
and possible contenders for the next Presidencial
election (Mr, Rubio is expected 50 be one), and
start to look for possible partners and fendships
around the waorkd. In acklition, his visin also ratsed
hopes in New Delhi of a reset in bilaterad ties, bat-
sered by two years of uncertainty over the Trump,
administration's actions. This would include px
tive moves somards conchading the Bllaeral TY
Agreement, resssurig India about LS, sancti
om the Import of Russian oll, preparatons foe
coming Tramp meets wich Prime Minister N;
dra Modh  the ) ASEAN) and Miamy (CGgX0)
summits, discussing plans for the Quad S
‘on the sidelines of the ASEAN summit) that e
has been rying so host, and seting a dase o
Trump's India visit, Exverval Afairs Minister 53
Jaishankar's iwvitation also offered Mr. Rublo an ———
apportunity 10 meet thelr UAE counterpart, 2 » w
Sheikh Abdullah bin Zayed Al Nabwyam, 1o discuss
the Gull sinsation and 1o restane energy securiny
and connectivity, And linally, Mr, Rutio's visil 1o
the Jamnagar Rellance refinery, led 1o specalation
of some major deals on energy, possibly offering
maore dscounts as he pitched for Inda to by
more Amerscan and LS icensed Vemeauelan oil

Given all the high expectations, the visit was

bosind 10 come up shart, The opeics of his visit 1o
Mumbad and Bamesagar, but not New Delbd, which EF: VA
was announced by the US. Ambassador to Indi,
wirve the Opposition fodder to question the real

purpose of the vise, Despite Mr. Rubeo's two visits — r!

). oreements with other

ountries

80 Il and mnare than six by Mr. Jashankas 10 the
LLS. sinoe My, Tramp took office, relations resmsain
om edge, with Issues on rade, arifs, H B resrk
tions and anti-immegrant measures unaddreseed
Also, the US's narrative on Operation Sindoor
CXOIS), rowing ties with Pakistan, and the Trump
admmistration’s rhetoric on India’s ecomomy,
diaspora and Russian oll trade have added 1o In
dia’s unhappiness. The two sides &d not an
nounce any agreements and Mr. Jatshankar and
M, Rubeo 3 ot hold & joint press address. Ho
wever, a5 they did at the US. Independence Day's
250eh ansdversary oslebrasions in Delbd in May,
they siended the “Freedom 2507 event in Mum-
bal. Mr. Rubleo acknowledaed that while no two
countries would agree on all ssues, he sad the
L.S-India algnment on core issues of national in-
ferest wis “extracrdimary”. From this point on,
My, Rubeo maest walk that talk, with 3 view to en-
sariegz that India LS. thes are able to move an from
the difficulties of the lasz few years.
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U.S. midterms — Republicans face growing Blue wave

ith about 10 days left for the US
w midterm cdlections on November 3,
talk of 2 Democratic wave has shified

from opimon polls 10 voomg reality, Every magor
forecast now predicts the Democrats wil win the
House of Repeesentatives, Stacstician Nage Silves
gves them a 9% chance of winning the Senage,
which Republicans held strongly just 2 month
ago. The Gramd Okd Pasty faces five main
probiemes: a President who is a Babdity, weak
cancidines, money not swaving voters, fissares In
thelr hearthand, and a pany base tarning against
s own

A President on the defensive
Let us begin with the President. Midierms are
ofvens & verdice on the White House, Dossalkd
Tromyp has made thes election about himself,
tedling cromedts 1o “pretesd i om the Ballor™, His
approval rating & below 4075, In September, he
tokd RepubBcans in tight races et he woudd visit
“every one of those 35 phaces™, Bt he has
camgaaigned in fewer tham a third. Most stops
have been in States he won easily, such as
Oklaboma, Alsbama, Tennessee, and Montana,
which be said was his way "o thank thes™
When a President rallies supporters in Staves that
he won by huge mangins two years earller mstead
of maargin seats, & conveys a e of desperanon
The next ssue 15 candidare guakoy. Texas has
not elecsed 2 Democrat 10 the Semcnie sinoe 1985

This year, the Republican nominee is Ken Paxson,

who was impeached by the Texss House In 2023
and bater acguitted by the Stne Senate. He was
also observed panying In 2025 in Dubal with two
Pakiszani-American federal fugitives who were
also his donors. His Democratk opponens, lames
Talasicn, a foemer teacher and State legishnor,
was leading by two polms In 2 Fox News poll (but
the larest Fox News poll Bsned for Ociober 1519
showed a 49°%-97% te); and by three polnes In a
Dedversiny of Texs poll (Seprember 25 Octobws
5)

The third peobiem s in the hearthand. Kansas

Anll Raman

A reired Sagadey
g 3 resesarch fvlom
in the Ceopaltcs
"Toram of
Fabshadvls
mibuton

Muluple
Republican
vulnerabilines
e
strengthening
Democratic
hopes

has sent oady Repubbcans o this Semaile seat
smce 1919, the longest streak for any party in US,
hisory. Republican Incumbene Roger Marshall ks
tied in the polls weh Adam Hamikon, a Methodist
pastor who started one of the country’s lingest
churches. In Nebeaska - a Ste Ny, Trump won
bry over 20 poines - Democrats have stepped
aside for Dan Osborn, a formers union leader
nming as an Independent. He Is about theee
poines bebind Senator Pese Ricketts. When a
party spends the et two weeks dedending
strongholds of Kansas and Nebeaska, it s on the
hack foao

The fourth issue is money. Elon Musk, who
st Tromn My, Traeng Last vear, is now the biggest
known donce in this dection, baving given over
$276 milkon 0 RepubBcan groups siesoe July
Revent fibogs show that Me. Musk e $ISS
milion o the Senate Leadership Pund and &
separate $10 milbon 10 Lone Star Liberty PAC,
which supports Me. Pasion’s Sesaie campaigs
Evem so, Mr. Talarico, the Democratic camdidane,
is still abead. Money cam buy TV advertisements,
bant it cannent easily overcome a national mood
shaped by high prices, an wnpopular war with
Iran, and sremigration raids

The lessom from Ohlo

Oeo combumes these ssues, making it the most
revealing race. Vivek Rammaswamy, a former
presidential camdidane backed by Mr Trump,
seemed comfirmed for Gowernor in a Sane thae
the President has won twee times. His oppoaent,
Amy Acton, looked like an easy manget. As Ohlo's
highly unpopukar health disector during the
COVID-19 pandemic, she ordered lockdouns,
faced armed protescers e her home, and had
Repuldlic s try o strip her powers beloee she
resigned In 20200 Mr. Ramaswamy and his
sapporterns huve spent about SI08 million on
adverntisements, Including $36 millon of his own
momey, abostt theee thmes what Ms. Acson his
spent. Spll, he was tralling her recently by abowt
three points o0 averagge. Assong independent

voters, his met rating is minus 25, the lowest for a ——:) % l
Repubbcan candidage for Governor in Ohio thes

century.

This week, his campadgn announced plans to
spend $4 milllon promoting an advertisement
feanuring Ms. Acson’s estranged mother calling
her a lar, drawing criticism Srom Bepublicans,
including Covernce Mike De'Wine and Senaece jon
Husted

Much of this cam be explained by the nacional
mood, since the party’s Senate candidate in Obdo
is also behind by a similar amove., Bt some of
Mr. Rassceswarmy s problems comwe from within
his own peety. His rival in the Repeidican
primary, Casey Pagsch, posted a video of hinself
with & rifle oviting him o play “cowboys versus
PocBan™ . He called Mr. Ramaswaesy an “anchor
ey and said theat there wiss “nothing remotely
Armerica™ about him, SUll, nearly cow i five
Republcan pramary voters packed Mr, Puesch
Far-rght commentator Nick Fuoentes told his
folkorwers to oppose Mr, Ramaswamy, while
studemts #t a comservative yourth event guestioned
whwether 2 Hindu could represent a Christian
State. The anger poes back w0 the H-IB
controversy in December 2024, when Ny
Ramaswanmy skl American culture undervalued
excelence, which angered ‘Make America Great
Again’ (MAGA) voters. Now, the same party then
once guestioned who belongs | America is
aking the same gquestson about s own
candidate.

Selt-nticred wounds

Ohio Is an apt kessom tor the Republicans. A party
can get theough having an unpopular Presidem, a
weak candidare, or a souggh elecsoral map In am
given vear. Bun 1 s mosach harder when all these
protdems happen at ance and the paty’s base
starts judging its owen candicknes Iy thelr e,
background and religion. If Demaocrats win Texas,
Kansas, Sebwieka, or Ohio on Sovessber 3, i will
be a warve, and the Republicans will have helped
ke i Perhaps they deserve that loss.
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Oil prices extend rally

to a near six-month high

Brent crude futures touched intra-day high of S1I7 a barrel on Friday, a day after Houthi attacks
on Saudi’s civilian and energy infra; Indias crude basket has averaged S120.08 so far this n

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

il prices extended
0(1)@1’! rally from
Thursday, inching

closer to a six-month high
and the $120 per barrel-
mark, a day after the
Houthi artacks on Saudi
Arabia’s civilian and ener-
gy infrastructure.

The latest attacks have
renewed tensions over dis-
ruptions to global oil sup-
plies. At the time of writing
this report on Friday even-
ing, benchmark Brent
crude futures for Decem-
ber delivery had accelerat-
ed about 3.8% from its pre-
vious close to an intra-day
high of $117.42 per barrel.

West Texas Interme-
diate (WTD was also up
3.64% at $103.09 per bar-
rel. India’s crude oil basket

nching higher

OM prices rose to a near six-month high on Thursday, a day after
Houthi attacks on Saudi Aralwa’s cwvilian and energy infrastructure

126.41

10 April, 2026

averaged $119.99 per barrel
on Friday, according to da-
ta from the Petroleum
Planning and Analysis Cell
(PPAC). The Indian basket
has averaged $120.08 per
barrel till date in the ongo-
ing month.

The latest benchmark
prices are much higher

than the Reserve Bank of
India's projections of

117.42
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crude oil prices being at
$95 per barrel in the se-
cond half of the hscal year.
An increase in crude oil
prices elevates concerns of
persisting inflation.
According to estimates
by Vipul Jindal and Tanay
Dalal, economists at priv-
ate sector lender Axis
Bank, public sector sup-

-

port of approximately 1.7%

th

of GDP would cushion
shocks when average oil
prices stay at S100 per bar-
rel this year.

“Every $10 per barrel in-
crease in crude [but pump
prices steady), will raise
support by 20 bps,” the
€Conomists estimate.

Adani raises CNG prices
Amid higher input gas
pressures, Adani Total Gas
on Friday increased the
prices of compressed natu-
ral gas (CNG) at its retail
stations by ¥4.45 per kg.

CNG at its outlets in Guj-
arat’s Ahmedabad is now
priced at ¥98.47 per kg,
T102.6 per kg in Haryana's
Faridabad and T106.4 per
kg in Rajasthan's Udaipur.

On a standalone basis,
the company operates 723
refuelling outlets across
the country.




Net FDI at $3.3 bn in August, stayed positive
for third consecutive month: RBI bulletin

T.C.A. Sharad Raghavan
NEW DELHI

Net foreign direct invest-
ment (FDI) was positive for
the third consecutive
month in August with in-
flows exceeding outflows
by $3.3 billion, as per latest
data from the Reserve
Bank of India (RBI). This
was driven by robust in-
flows even as outward in-
vestments by Indian com-
panies slid.

“FDI flows continued to
remain robust in August
supported by strong gross
inflows and moderation in
outward FDL” the RBI said
in its monthly Bulletin.
“Communication, miscel-
laneous services and ma-
nufacturing received more
than two-thirds of the FDI
inflows.”

Flowing in

Net FDI remained positive for the third consecutive month in

August 2026, (In S million)
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Net FDI, which is the dif-
ference between the total
direct investment coming
in and the total going out,

was positive in seven out of

the last eight months. This
is a significant turnaround
from the five consecutive

54113

I 3,324
-1_413
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months of negative net FDI
India saw during August-
December 2025.

Money flowing in

The data shows that gross
FDI into India, or the total
that entered the country as

direct investment stood at
$1L1 billion in August,
which was 24% lower than
in the previous month but
almost 68% higher than in
August last year. “The US.,
Singapore and Mauritius
were the major source
countries, accounting for
about 72% of FDI inflows.”
Total outflows rose a tad
to $7.7 billion in August vis
a vis $7.2 billion in July and
$6.7 billion in August 2025,
However, in this, the driver
was the repatriation by fo-
reign firms operating in In-
dia than outward invest-
ment by Indian firms.

Less investment outflow
“Outward FDI flows mod-
erated in August with more
than half being directed to-
wards Singapore, the Neth-
erlands, and the U.S" the

RBI said. “The major sec-
tors of outward FDI were
agriculture & mining, h-
nancial, insurance & busi-
ness services, and manu-
facturing accounting for

more than two-thirds of

the outward flows.”

Remittances rose to $5.8
billion in August or almost
52% higher than in July,
and 28% higher than in Au-
gust 2025. This was la
balanced out by a fall in
outward FDI to $1.9 billion.
This was over 43% lower
than in July and 11% lower
than in August 2025,

In the longer time-pe-
riod of April-August, gross
and net FDI flows were
higher. A slowdown in the
pace of outward FDI with
sustained higher gross FDI
inflow supported net FDI
flows,” the RBI said.

YouTlube Homework
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Jaishank

visits Azerbaijan to ease

strain in ties over Operation Sindoor

blic of Pakistan that killed
and injured several civi-
lians,” the Azerbaijani Mi-
nistry had said.

Kallol Bhattacherjee
NEW DELHI

External Affairs Minister S.
Jaishankar on Friday met
Azerbaijani President 1l-
ham Aliyev in Baku and
said the visit charted a
“pathway"” for the future of
bilateral ties. The meeting
comes more than a year af-
ter relations between India
and Azerbaijan deteriorat-
ed over the latter’s opposi-
tion to India's Operation
Sindoor against Pakistan.

Mr. Jaishankar also met
his counterpart Jayhun
Bayramov, who said the
two countries had “diffe-
rent view points on diffe-
rent issues” earlier, but
highlighted new areas of
cooperation such as ener-
gy, and tourism after what
he described as a “fruitful
discussion”.

“We have common in-
terest in really promoting
peace and progress and
prosperity. And threats like
terrorism, conflict, and in-
stability are our common
enemies,” Mr. Jaishankar
said in his remarks to the
media after the meeting
with Mr. Bayramov.

“Delighted to welcome

Extemn

lha m in Baku on Friday. asp
R S

the External Affairs Minis-
ter of India, Dr. S. Jaishan-
kar, to exchange views on
the current state and pros-

pects of Azerbaijan-India
relations, including politi
cal dialogue, trade and 1n
vestment, energy, wourism
U CLIRRLEE A LIS, SdiU vl
Hayramov, emphasising

“continued dialogue and
exploration of opportuni-
ties for cooperation in
areas of mutual interest”,

Way forward

“Our talks charted a path-
way forward for our rela-
tionship. Agreed to deepen
political consultations, ex-
change visits, enhance eco-

Wfairs Minister S, Jaishankar meets Azerbasjani President

nomic activities, build con-
nectivity and  foster
people-to-people ties,” Mr.
Jaishankar said. He also ex-
tended India’s support to
the peace process between
Azerbaijan and Armenia.
The statement is the
first major conciliatory
step from the Indian side
since Azerbaijan had ex-
pressed concern over the
India-initiated Operation
Sindoor of May 2025.
Azerbaijan Foreign Mi-
nistry had, on May 7, 2025,
condemned the Indian
strikes against Pakistan-
based terror targets. “We
condemn military attacks
against the Islamic Repu-

~azerbaijan et

i 55 LA
s als
vocal on the Kashmir issue
at the international level,
often calling for its “resolu-
tion”. Mr. Bayramov in his
remarks on Friday down-
played the differences bet-
ween the two sides. “We
have touched upon a num-
ber of issues. | believe
Azerbaijan-India relations
are on their way to deve-
loping to a higher level,”
said Mr. Bayramov.

Mr. Jaishankar's visit to
Baku is the first bilateral vi-
sit by an Indian External
Affairs Minister in eight
years. The late External Af-
fairs Minister Sushma Swa-
raj had visited Azerbaijan
in April 2018 for a Non-
Aligned Movement (NAM)
Ministerial meeting,.

Official sources here de-
scribed the remarks from
both sides on Friday as a
sign of “diplomatic reset”
as India expects to exert
pressure on Turkiye and
Pakistan by drawing Azer-
baijan close.
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UN Security Council faces a
legitimacy deficit, says India

Press Trust of India
UNITED NATIONS

India has highlighted the
United Nations Security
Council’s struggles to deliv-
er peace in some of the
“gravest” global conflicts,
emphasising that authority
derived from victory in the
Second World War cannot
compensate for a “defici
in legitimacy” of an unre-
presentative UNSC today.
India’s Permanent Re-

resentative to the UN,
z%r'ﬁsassador Harish Par-
vathaneni, while address-
ing the ‘Question of Equita-
ble representation on and
increase in the member-
ship of Security Council’ in
the UN General Assembly,
said on Thursday that an
organisation that cannot
renew its principal organ
will find it ever harder to
command authority in a
world that has moved far
beyond 1945.
“History can be a guide
for what not to do. It can-

not determine today's
choices,” he said. He ad-
ded that the credibility of
the UN is “called into ques-
tion” as conflicts multiply
and the council struggles
to respond.

India also called out the
deliberate suppression of
sacrifices made by nations
in the world wars while an
organisation “crafted of
the victors, for the victors
and by the victors” did not
include concerns of the
victims.

India, which is vying for
a non-permanent UNSC

seat for the 2028-29 term,
said that the Asia-Pacific
Group accounting for more
than 60% of the world’s
population has no choice
but to be limited in its re-
presentation. “Nowhere
else would the injustice of
this gross under-represen-
tation have continued for
so long,” he said.

‘Central imbalance’

The 15-nation council has
five permanent veto-wield-
ing members - China,
France, Russia, the UK and
the U.S. while 10 members
are elected to sit at the hor-
seshoe high-table for two-
year terms. India has been
calling for an expansion in
both the permanent and
non-permanent categories
of UNSC membership, as
Parvathaneni emphasised
that a reform that expands
only the non-permanent
category leaves the central
imbalance untouched and
further entrenches the sta-
tus quo.
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In the crossfire

India must adopt a pro-active position in
the Saudi-Houthi conflict

he killing of an Indian natiomal n a Houthi

attack on Saudt Arabla’s Dammam alrport

is a grim reminder of the dangers the kng:
dom’s Indian commumity faces as the conflict bet
ween Riyadh and Yemen's Shiia milieants escalates,
Since the fighting between Sandi Arabla and the
Houthis resumed In July, # least two Indlans have
been killed and 14 others wounded. On Thursday,
the Houthis claimed that a yacht with 14 Indlans
was targeted by Saudi forces near Yemen's Zugar
sland in the Red Sea and that rescue aperations
were under way. As the Houthis, who control
parts of Narthern Yemen and its entire Red Sea
coast, step up amacks on Saudi nfrastructure, in-
chuding il facilities and airports, Indians, who are
the kingdom's largest expat commumnity, risk get-
ting caugh n the crosstire, With flights disrugied,
thousands of Indan pligrims are stranded. India
has condemned Houthl amacks, saving that It
“stands i solidarity™ with Saudi Arabia. With no
enxd in sight 10 the figheing and a high possibility of
Israel and the US, resuming their Iran strikes,
further vialence and instabdlity In West Asla could
make India's cholces increasingdy difficul,

The Saudy Houthi conflict dases bhack 10 the
Houthi takeover of Sana'a, Yemen's capital, In
2004, A year lster, Ssadi Arabsa began bombing Ye-
men 1o drive the Houthis out. But years of Saudi
bombing of one of the poorest Arab coumtries
have proved counterproductive; the Houthis con
solidased support among the tribes of northern
Yemen and built a powerful terrivorial army and
naval force, The Sandi-Houthl ceasefire of 2022
collapsed in July 2026 alver Saudi Arabsa recklessly
bombed Sana'a alrport, 1o prevent an Irankan
plane with a Houthi delegation from landing. The
Houthis subsequently began attacking Saudi Ara-
bias crivkcal infrastructure, and launched a
wroand olfensive against the Saudi-backed foroes
in Yemen. The Houthl atacks pose the biggest se-
curnty challenge 1o Mohammed bin Salman, Saudi
Arabia’s Cromm Prince and the madn archisect of
the war on Yemen, In decades, Massive Saudi air
strikes have peither defeated the Houthis mor res-
tored the kingdom's deterrence, With Its wealch,
natural resources, infrastructure and terous pa-
lace politics, the kingdom remains exposed o
Howthi méssile and drone attacks, with few good
aptions for 2 way oul. India must prepare a comtin:
gency plan for worst-case scenarios. s immediate
priocity shoukd be 10 evacuate stranded Indian pil-
grims. It shoukd also articulate a stcronger position
for stability and work with Arab countries and
Tehiran o push for a diplomatic settlement to the
Iram crisis, For peace 1o prevad in the Persian Gulf,
the guns direcsed at ran must first Gl silent.
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Israel launches major West Bank
operation after two soldiers killed

Netanyahu orders lockdown in occupied West Bank, says Army preparing for an operation on a scale unseen in decades;

YouTlube Homework
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Ministers announce demolition of buildings, seek dismantling of Palestinian Authority; attack comes ahead of Tuesday vote

Agence Frangce-Presse
HEBRON

rime Minister Ben
jamin Netanyahu
announced a major

military operation in the
occupied West Bank on
Friday after Palestinian
gunmen killed two soldiers
in an attack near Hebron,
days ahead of Israeli elec
tions in which security has
been a central focus.

Mr. Netanyahu is locked
in a tight race 1o keep his
job in Tuesday's vote, hav
ing campaigned on pro
mises to keep Israelis safe,
and he and his right-wing
allies visited the scene ol
the attack to pledge an
even harder line on West
Bank militancy

The first steps would see
Hebron  residents  dis
placed, homes searched

Mounting tensions: |sracli settlers gather as lsraeli forces guard the

site of the attack m Hebron on Friday. #EUTERS

and “terrorist infrastruc-
ture” destroved, the Pre-
mier said, threatening op-
eratons on a scale unseen
since Israel first occupied
the Palestinian territory in
1967,

He said the military
would apply a model pre
viously used in refugee

camps in the northern
West Bank, scene of a
large-scale operation

launched in 2025 that the
UN said forcibly displaced
thousands.

Militant group Hamas,
without claiming responsi-
bility, praised the attack as
a “heroic operation”™.

The gun battle broke out
at the Farsh al-Hawa check-
point between soldiers and
two armed Palestinian
men, with Israeli forces
eventually shooting the at-
tackers dead

The Army later said that
two of its soldiers “fell in
combat in the Judea Junc-
tion” area, with three oth-
ers wounded.

Mr. Netanyahu in a
statement lauded the sol-
diers’ response, crediting
them with having “pre-
vented what could have
been a major attack™ and
ordering a lockdown in the
West Bank.,

Far-right Israeli Finance
Minister Bezalel Smotrich
announced that building
demolitions were under
way. Earlier in the day, he
had called tor a large-scale
military offensive in the

West Bank “exactly like in
Gaza".

Far-right National Secur-
ity Minister Itamar Ben
Gvir said the "Palestinian
Authority must be
dismantled~,

No evidence suggests
that the Palestinian Auth-
ority, which exercises li-
mited self-rule in parts of
the West Bank, was con
nected to Friday's attack.

Hamas halls attack

Hamas hailed Friday's
shooting as a “natural and
legitimate response to the
ongoing crimes and brutal

attacks against O
people”.
In a statement, the

group denounced Israeli
“military checkpoints frag:
menting the cities and vil
lages of the occupied West
Bank".
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France, UK. stage first joint
nuclear air strike simulation

Agence France-Presse
PARIS

French and British air forc-
¢S e fo S ime
staged a joint exercise sim-
ulating 1k
countries ence Minis-
tries said in a statement on
Friday.

The exercise, code-
named ‘Rummy,
place on Twesday and in-
volved RAF Typhoon fight-
er jets alongside French
Rafale aircraft over the Me-
diterranean Sea, it said.

The exercise did not in-
volve any actual nuclear
weapons and was aimed at
enhancing coordination
between western Europe’s
two nuclear powers, the
statement added.

After taking off from a
base in northeastern
France, “the French Ra-
fales, escorted by RAF Ty-
phoons, conducted a simu-
lated nuclear strike”, it
said.

French President Em-
manuel Macron has of-

Winged allies: The exercise involved RAF Typhoon fighter jets
alongside French Rafale aircraft over the Mediterranean Sea. ap

fered to extend the protec-
tion of France's nuclear
deterrent to other Euro-
pean allies, as the Euro-
pean Union’s only nuclear
power since Brexit.

French Defence Minis-
ter Catherine Vautrin not-
ed that “possessing inde-
pendent nuclear forces
does not preclude
coordination”.

The joint exercise
showed “our nuclear forc-
es demonstrate that they
can contribute even more
significantly to the overall

security” of NATO, she
said.

U.K. Defence Minister
Wes Streeting said the ex-
ercise marked a “new
chapter” in the relation-
ship between Britain and
France on nuclear de-
fence.

Writing on X, he said:
“It's a landmark step in
U.K.-France defence coop-
eration, and a clear signal
that we stand shoulder to
shoulder with our allies on
European security and
credible deterrence.”

YouTlube Homework
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T (Code-named 'Rummy’)
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&t gTT S @E@.ﬁw
AT (First Joint Nuclear Air Strike Simulation) 1

eI Fre-a (Code-name) 2l
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-0 2T farmT= Ugw B

*  THE % T (Rafale) TS famm

o Taadidaa LLeaes HIY (RAF) ED €% (Typhoon) cisi=h

famm|

VAT T alient: IAL-Ga| HiE & U 87 378S d I Wi
SHIETET Thet famT 4 RAF 2139 formmT 3 Seror/geat (escort) #
U fameide (Hredfer/aiereor) SaT gre foram

3. 3HT UG I29T T AT?

ATEATreh BT ahT TNT J8i: 39 31y o fordt
%ﬁmﬁ%ﬁm@m (Actual Nuclear
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Greece'’s Parliament passed a law on Friday banning children under

15 from social media, joining a growing number of countries

imposing curbs on young people’s use of the apps. The Bill, set to
take effect on January 1, will require age verification on social
networks and impose penalties if companies fail to comply. AFp

REUTERS




BELOVED'S DISTINCTION
Biza becomes second youngest to
make a half-century against India

X@ZIMBABWECRICKET

Zimbabwe's Belaved Biza, at 17y 9m 19d, became the second
youngest after England’s Sarah Taylor (17y 3m ake a

50-plus score aMen s ODls. He gall 62 kept the

Indian bowlers at bay and took the visitors to 197. 71 was looking to
play straight and bat as many overs as | could,” said Biza.



AT THE HELM

Awana to head the BCCI ¥
junior selection committees

BCCI

b

Former India pacer Parvinder Awana, who played two T’Zg_s, was on
Friday appointed chairman of the newly formed BCCI junior
selection committee. The other members of the panel are Krishna
Das, Rakesh Patel and N. Arjun Yadav. “The fifth member will be
appointed shortly,” said the BCCI.
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