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Shaping Immersive Experiences
with Extended Reality

EXTENDED REALITY (XR)

Blends the reol and
virtual worlds through

technology ond
wearables.
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AUGMENTED REALITY (AR)

Adds digital
information to your

rco'IJond.

MIXED REALITY (MR)

Merges real ond
virtuol objects,
$0 they can interact
in real time.
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VIRTUAL REALITY (VR) ,

A tully digital A

worild that
surrounds you.
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What are the powers of
Special Executive Magistrates?

Whao appolnis SEMs? Can they conduct crimimal rials or convict people? Cam they grant Judiclal custody?

Blaml Lia M

The story so Far:
Specu] Executive Magdstrate
(SEM) court In Dedhyd accepted
the sureties and granted bail 1o
Cockroach Jamta Party (OF)
ACUvEsEs Saurav Des and Ashasosih Ranka
last Wedmesdin
Despite the Delhl Police secking 2
three cday exsension of cussody, Assistant
Commissioner of Pobee Rru Raj, who
presided over the proceadings, ordered
their release. CIP activists had chalenged
the legality of their continueed desention.
The case has brought Into focus the rodes
and powers of SEMs and their dferences
trom Judicil Magisrrates.

Whe ks Special Executive Magistrate?
Stane governanents appoint SEMs for
specific aress or purposes and give them
the powers exercised by the Executive

Magstrates under Section 1S of the
Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita
(BNSS), 023

Whike Executive Magesrates perform
contewed administracive and preventive
functions, SEMs are appoimed for &
specihed period, area or fanctson, such as
paeticular sinsations that require
preventive action of mastersance of
public order. Thedr powers also depend
an the authority conderred wpon them by
the State government.

Whiat is the function of SEMs?
The powers of SEMs are intended to allow
authorgies to intervene when there Is a
Ikehhood of disturbance, rather than
responding ater the offence has
ocourred, They maimain public onder and
prevent breaches of peace by performing
preventive and admamistrative functions.
The Executive Magistrate can require
person who s likely 1o cause a beeach of

peace or disturb public tranguility, to
show cause as w0 why they should not
execute & bond 1o kewp the peace, So,

@\
/

The police mitiated a preventive
proceediog against the CIP activists
allegrg that they had breached peace
bonds they had sgned. The SEM
extended their castody on October 19,
gty concerns abouet public peace, Later
on Wednesclay, thelr sureties were
accepted, and they were released on an
undertalang that they would noe call for
sy profest ot Jantar Mantar whide it
remmatined a dematibed protest site

The proceedings before the SEM
primarily concerned only the alleged

jon of a sgned peace bond and not
criminal cases registered over he
depending on the droumstances, they dchobser 13 bantar Mantar incident

may be required to hurnish a bond for a
specified period. It is subject 10 the
procedure established by k. This is dealt
with under Section 126 of 1he BNSS,

Executive Magistrates can abso issye
wpent orders i case of masance or
apprehended danger. 1t is Beely 10
prevent, or tends to prevent, obstroction,
OF Injury 1o any persan Loafully
emploved, or danger 10 human 1l of
salesy or 2 disturbance of the publ
cranguillity, or a rlot, or an affray.

Preventive arrest can be made by
police athoers when necessary 10 prevenst
the commission of & cogisable ollence
that canmot otherwise be prevented,
according 10 Section 170 of the BNSS. This
is a police power, not exclusively that of
SEMs.

What is a peace bond?
Section 126 of the BNSS allows an
Executive Magsnrate 10 raquine & persan
1o s uie o [l".lll' }I' l"(' ‘(" l_t‘ O O
year to peevent breach of peace.

According 1 Section 135, the
Magistrate conducts an inguiry into the
information recehved. In coram
circusrstances, they can also onder &
person to provide security while the
inquiry Is pending and record the reasons
in writing. In case of a breach of a peace
bond, the Magtstrate may arder that the
persom be arvested or detained for the
remaining period of the bond. This is
dealt weh under section HiDh.

In the present case, the SEM
o L‘ﬂh‘us <oncem AUL*i,lllnni theat M.

Dxas and Mr. Ranka breached their earber
peace boexd through sctioes @ the Rantar
Mantar.

How are SEMs different from Judicial
Magistrates”

Section 9 of the BNSS provides foe the
establishment of courts of Judical
magistrates of the Srst and second
classess, For that, the State government
determines the pumber andd locaton of
these courts. Presiding ofhoers are dso
appointed by the High Court.

Judical Magserates form part of the
pachicial systern and deal with crieminal
cawes, includieg remand proceedings, tail
applications and trials. They are
edependent and impose sentences
permitted by kow.

SEMs are limited so administrative
functions and cannot conduct criminal
trials or camict peopde through these
proceedings. They are abso mthorised o
release or gramt police or judicial remand

Can the actions of SEMs be reviewed
by courts?
Yes, SEMS" actions are subject 10 uchcial
review ankd administrative oversight o
ensure legality and the protection of the
righis of clrksens

Their order can also be challenged
before the appropriate court or authority
depending on the nature of the order anxd
remedy avallahle.

YouTlube Homework
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What is the significance of New York City’s

‘Click to Cancel rule?
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Bid to restrain functioning
of CEC against law: ECI to SC

Krishnadas Kajagopal

MWL

The Blection Comunbsion
of India CECDH, Choel Elex
Don Commuissoner (CEC)
Gyvamwesh Kumar, and the
two Bection Commisson
ers (BCs) have fled a Joim
affulirit bighdightnny thee
arry atlessgl 1o sestrain e
Sancuioning of the CEC will
be comrary o the bw

The nearly  250-page
document, Aled in the top
court lte on Mondy, sald
a CEC cannot be removed
fom ofice except in the
st and the grounds
eneical 1o ousting a Su-
poeme Court padpe

The affckovit said & me-
da repon on the inner fric
wons and abeged unibneral
of mthoeitanam undction-
ing of the CEC was hardly
evidence B court. Ped
wons basng sel on meda
reports shoukd not be even
msdntainadie i cout

Petitioners who  have
chalenged the funcoioning
of the CRC inchale the
Leader of the Oppasition
in the Lok Sabha and other
INDUA Bloc eaders. The al
Sdave, whach shows the
CEC w0 be on the same
page as both ECs Sukhbir
Singh Sasdbu and Vieek
Joske, saidd the comenisdon
Bad “nedther redeased maor
amhorised the release of
any imernal note or hle o
ANy BOews ageecy ",

“Rude of majority’
Thery subumitted the ssaulti-
menber Comtmmisdon, in
case of any “difference of
optmon”™ would follow the
rube of oy 10 mrive
decisions in sccordance
with Section 15 of the Chief
Eection  Commpsaoner
and Other Election Com-
missioners (Appolnimens,
Condittons of Service and
Term of Othee) Act, 2003
The alidave indicaed
chan there wies no room for
wnilateral decsion making
i the B Decedons were
wettnd ol various e b

Phecishons ane Brss sent

toone Election

Commissioner and then i the %)
other Election Comimissiones
and ehen Seally o the CRC Such R
approned] decisions of the FE e duly

%y

ot i ehe Bhes comovrmed of the . and bear
the sigmaature of the Flecrom Comenissioners anxd
the CRC Therealier the decksion is matitied and
impdemened by the BC Seoretaris

ECT AFFIDAVIT IN SC

“Decisions are irst semt
o one Election Costenis
shosser s then %o the oth
er Electon Commesioner
amd then fimally to the CBC
Such approved decisons
of the EC are duly noted In
the hles concemed of the
EL andd Beear the signatun
of e ECs and the CEC.
Thercalier, the deckdon is
notihed and implemented
by the BC Secretarsn,” the
afdavin said

However, the ECI con
cedes in the athdavit thae
“whwn 4 is not feasiBle for
e CEC or any of the ECs
o be avalabie In person”™,
an approval of the mem-
bers of the B0 s obtaimed
theough “clectronk
means” and recorded keer
in the othcial file,

“lmportanst  function™
ware “directly under the
Commission as a whole™
"DecEons ke I meee-
ings of the EC or are noted
In fles bear the signatures
of the PCs and the CRC”
the afBicdanvit sl

An office onder wis is
sued on ity 28, by an IAS
othoer of the rank of addi
tonal secretary, who had
been posted on deputation
o the EC, pertaining %o In
termad work allocation

The affalirvit, homver,
Indirectly confirmed thae
Mr. Sandhu and Mr. Joshi
had writtem o the Cabines
Secretary abot the con
duct of Senke Deputy
Blectiom  Commpsioner
Manewsh Gary, followng o
coniroversdad July I8 orcher

atecting devels of IT over
sl over dleciondd rolls
The ceder was passod with
ot the knowsledpe or con
sensie of the two BEs

‘No change in Form &'
“On July 29, the two ECs
had wrdten separate lot
lers 10 e Cabisadl Secre
Lary in relation 1o this or
der and the conduct of the
offcer.” the afdavit saad. It
said that the July 28 order
wis “never mplemented”

The ECT dented allkega
Bons that Form 6 win
mtended 0 comsecutive
Speci Imensive revision
ISIR) orders of June 24,
2% Oowber 27, NS
ad May 4, 2006, It rea
somed that the additional
declaration foem maquinng
volees 8o proside detais of
AP Wik “not past of
Form 6, wiinch is the st
tory form for incdusion m
the clecsceal ol

“The declaration form bs
one of the documenss
which is requend o be
sulensitiond By any apypdicaed
aong with Form 6 for In
duson m the decsworal roll
during the SIR exercise.” &
said.

The poll body sald that
the “mapping concept™ m
the sdditional decbiration
form oaly obviaeed the
need for submitong furch
er documents for venhea
ton. It was ondy a4 “men
sure  taken for the
msptance of visers™

"There is no change
the Form 6.° # said

\/
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BNSS Section 16
Article 19 (1)
Article 19 (3)
Article 20

Article 21

Article 22

ECI

CEC -EC’s

SIR

RPA 1950 - 21(3)
RPA 1950 - 28 (RER-1960 - 6,7.8)

RPA 1951 - 29(A)

Conduct of Election Rules 1961 — 4(A) — Form 26



Centre approves defence M”‘“’

deals worth T2.12 lakh cr.

Approvals cover a wide range of platforms, weapons and surveillance systems for the Army, Navy
and Air Force; 82% of the total procurement value has been carmarked for the domestic industry

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Defence Acquisi
LAOUNC or
Delence Minister R 1‘1..1'....
Singh, on Wml-
ed Acceptance of Necessity

(AoN)~er=eapital acquisi-

try of Defence, the appro-

vals cover a wide range of

military platforms, wea-
pons and surveillance sys
tems almed at enhancing
the operational capabili-
ties, mobility and combat
preparedness of the Army,
Navy and Air Force.

For the Indian Army, the
DAC cleared procurement

HMVS -'I':.II peli
tracked gun systems, gu
SN FESPOTINM !
GSRSs), light multi-role
helicopters (LMRHs), 1
hort-range  air  delence
sstems (VSHORADS), plat
form-based counter-un-

Logistics boost

The HMVs are expected to
strengthen logistics and

mobility, while the self
propelled tracked gun sys-
tems will provide mechan-
ised formations with
matching mobility and fire-
power. The GSRS will act as
a torce multiplier by pro
viding real-time situational
awareness. The LMRHs
will be used by the Army

e sccorded for helicopters, air dedence
war-fightng capabidities. WuRALI KUMAR X

and the Air Force for re
connaissance and surveil-
lance, combat operations,
search and rescue, and hu-
manitarian assistance and
disaster relief missions.
The VSHORADS will en-
hance the Army’s capabili-
Iy o engage emerging
small-sized aerial threats,
while the platform-based
C-UAS will improve the sur
vivability of tanks on the
modern battlefield. The
surveillance and drone sys-
tems are expected to
strengthen the Army's re-
connaissance, surveillance
and targeting capabilities,
For the Navy, the coun-
cil accorded AoN for the

procurement of Active Off
board Decoy  Systems
(AODS) and other major
naval platforms. The AODS
will strengthen the Navy's
anti-missile defence capa-
bilities. The indigenously
designed and constructed
naval platforms will incor-
porate modern warfare
capabilities and enhance
the Navy's overall combat
potential.

Approvals for IAF

For the Air Force, appro-
vals were accorded for hel-
icopters, air defence sys
tems, weapons and mobile
x-hand doppler weather
radar systems to streng-
then its air defence and
war-fighting capabilities.
The procurement of spe-
cial utility helicopters will
address the IAF's transport
requirements, while the ra-
dar systems will provide
high-resolution, localised
weather surveillance.

The DAC's approvals are
expected to provide a sig-
nificant boost to domestic
defence manufacturing,
with nearly 82% of the total
procurement value ear-
marked for domestic in-
dustry.
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Parliaments have a vital
duty to listen to concerns

of youth, says Om Birla

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Parliaments have a vital
responsibility to listen to
young people and under
stand their hopes and con-
cerns, Lok Sabha Speaker
Om Birla said at the inaug-
ural session of the 12th
BRICS Parliamentary Fo-
rum at the Samvidhan Sa-
dan here on Monday.

Mr. Birla said the youth
today have growing access
to quality education and
technological knowledge,
along with a strong desire
to innovate, excel, and
contribute to society.

“The aspirations of the
youth must be met with
meaningful opportunities,
dignity, and an enabling
environment  in which
their talents can flourish,”
he said, adding that empo-
wering young people was
not only an investment in
their future but also a com-
mitment to the collective
destiny of nations.

Mr. Birla said the world
was passing through a pe
riod of "profound uncer-
tainty”, marked by region-
al conflicts, economic
instability, and climate
change, whose conse-
guences transcended bor-
ders. He stressed the need

Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla with UAE Federal National Council
Speaker Saqr Ghobash in New Delbs. PTI

for a “spirit of collective
responsibility” in address-
ing these challenges.
“Parliaments, as vibrant
expressions of the people’s
will, can serve as bridges of
understanding, strengthen
mutual confidence, ease
international tensions, and
help advance peaceful and
constructive responses to
global challenges,” he said.
Referring to Prime Mi-
nister Narendra Modi's vi-
sion of transforming BRICS
into an “ecosystem of solu-
tions”, Mr. Birla said the
true measure of the fo-
rum's success would lie not
in the breadth of its discus-
slons but in the depth of its
outcomes and thelr impact
on people’s lives, He called
on parliaments of member

countries to work towards
a shared future, ensuring

that dialogue translated in-
1O action.
Mr. Modi Interacted

with the delegations after
the inaugural session, ofh-
cials said. External Affairs
Minister S. Jaishankar, Con-
gress MP Shashi Tharoor
and other Indian parlia-
mentarians also met the
visiting delegates from
BRICS member and partn-
er countries. The member
countries participating in
the two-day forum are Bra
zil, Russia, China, Egvpt,
the UAE, and Iran. Partner
countries attending the
meeting include Belarus,
Cuba, Thalland, Uganda,
Vietnam, Uzbekistan, and
Kazakhstan

12ai e @@dra 59 (12th BRICS Parliamentary

Forum) &1 JTater 26 3R 27 JragaR 2026 it 7
Reeft, wra & g aa gon &1

AT 8 Sa! & Al Fefafad 8

faf: gg 3t Radia aiem 26 ok 27 sragar
2026 @t Jmaifsid faar s w1 8|

it 7 4ge sgs uRae &

« q&g ;39 aR 39 49 & g vy "sm-dia
ey g daal &1 ggétaeur” (Fostering
Mentric Development)
@1 AT 8| £ Press information ... +3
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Rajnath to lead Indian
delegation at ASEAN 5%
meet in Philippines

Saurabh Trivedi
NEW DELHI

Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh will lead the Indian
delegation at the 13th
ASEAN Defence Ministers'
Meeting (ADMM)-Plus in
Cebu, Philippines, from
October 28 to 29, where he
is scheduled to address the
forum on regional and in-
ternational security issues.

On the sidelines of the
meeting, Mr. Singh is ex-
pected to hold bilateral dis-
cussions with his counter-
parts from participating
countries to review ongo-
ing defence cooperation
and explore avenues for
further strengthening stra-
tegic partnerships, the De-
fence Ministry said.

The ADMM-Plus is a key

regional platform for dia
logue and cooperation on
defence and security is-
sues, bringing together the
11 ASEAN member-states
and gjght Dialogue Partn
ers — India, the U.S., China,
Russia, Japan, South Ko-
rea, Australia and New

~2taland.

The meeting will pro-
vide an opportunity for
countries to exchange
views on the evolving re-
gional and international se-
curity environment and
discuss ways to strengthen
defence cooperation.

The Philippines is chair-
ing the ADMM-Plus in
2026. India, meanwhile, is
co-chairing the Experts
Working Group on Coun-
ter-Terrorism with Malay-
sia for the 2024-2027 cycle.




Violence marks shutdown against
proposed dam in Arunachal Pradesh

Rahul Karmakar
GUWAHATI

Violence during a 12-hour

ject, also known as'the
Menga Dam.

Several student and
community-based organi-
sations, led by the All Tagin
Students’ Union (ATSU),
called the shutdown. The
alleged attempt by the pol-
ice to detain ATSU presi-
dent Tadak Pakba late on
Saturday night was among
the triggers for the protest.

A district official, declin-
ing to be quoted, said the
shutdown was marked by
arson, vandalism and
clashes with the police.
Much of the violence was
concentrated in Daporijo,
the headquarters of Upper
Subansiri district, which
has been in the news over

district of Arunachal Pradesh. FiLE PHOTO

alleged incursions by Chi-
nese soldiers.

Videos shared on social
media appear to show a
private vehicle being set on
fire, a police vehicle being
damaged and overturned,
and some two-wheelers
being damaged. Protesters
also reportedly damaged
or burnt equipment, com-
puter peripherals and sur-
veying instruments at an
office associated with Na-
tional Hydroelectric Power
Corporation, which is pur-
suing the project.

The protesters demand-
ed the withdrawal of the
proposed project on the
Subansiri River, citing con-
cerns over its environmen-
tal impacts, livelihoods, in-
digenous rights and the

interests of affected
communities.
Second stir in 48 hours

The agitation against the
Subansiri project followed
a similar protest on Octob-
er 24 against the pre-feasi-
bility study for the pro-
posed 11,200-MW Siang

Upper Multipurpose Pro-
ject in the Siang River val-
ley. Pasighat, the head-
quarters of East Siang
district, was the epicentre
of that protest.

Locals, mostly belong-
ing to the Adi community,
are against the Siang pro-
ject, fearing large-scale dis-
placement and adverse en-
vironmental
consequences. The Centre,
however, considers the
project necessary to coun-
ter a 60,000-MW hydro-
power project that China is
building upstream on the
Yarlung Tsangpo, the river
that enters India from Ti-
bet as the Siang and meets
Dibang and Lohit rivers
downstream to form the
Brahmaputra.

The Centre ordered the
deployment of two addi-
tional companies of the Ra-
pid Action Force after the
Pasighat violence, in which
four women experienced
tear gas-induced problems
and a few security person-
nel were injured in
stone-pelting.
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Media association challenges govt.s
data privacy law in Supreme Court

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Digital News Publish-
ers Association (DNPA),
which has members drawn
from across the media
spectrum, including those
owned by the Ambani and
Adani Groups, has chal-
lenged the Union govern-
ment’s privacy law as a vio-
lation of journalistic
freedom.

A three-judge Bench
headed by Chief Justice of
India Surya Kant is sche-
duled to hear a batch of pe-
titions filed by activists on
Tuesday. The Hindu is a
member of the DNPA.

The petition filed by the
DNPA, which is also listed
before the Bench, chal-
lenged specific provisions

of the Digital Personal Data
Protection (DPDP) Act,
2023, and the Digital Per-
sonal Data Protection
Rules, 2025.

The DNPA said the law
was completely in contra-
vention with the law laid
down by the Supreme
Court in its privacy judg-
ment, which held the right
inviolable and fundamen-
tal to human dignity and
life. “They impermissibly
restrict the fundamental
right to information and
freedom of speech and ex-
pression,” the petition
said.

No exemption

They fail “to provide any
exemption in favour of
journalistic activity as a
distinct class of processing,

entitled to constitutional
protection under Article 14
and 19(I)a) of the Constitu-
tion of India and threaten
the full spectrum of jour-
nalistic activity carried out
by journalists, ground re-
porters, citizens, whistle-
blowers, RTI activists, and
other stakeholders,” the
petition said.

It said publishers, edi-
tors, reporters and corres-
pondents were, as a conse-
quence of the law, brought
within a regime of notice
and prior consent, com-
pelled erasure, and verifia-
ble consent.

Unbridled authority
Section 36 of the DPDP

Act, read with Rule 23 and
the Seventh Schedule of

the DPDP Rules, vested the

Central government wit
an unbridled and stan-
dardless authority to requi-
sition any information
from any data hduciary or
intermediary, unaccompa-
nied by judicial oversight,
any requirement of neces-
sity or proportionality, or
notice to the affected data
principal.

“Such a power is capa-
ble of being turned to the
identification and targeting
of journalistic sources and
is thus constitutionally in-
firm,” the petition said.

Section 44 (3) of the
DPDP Act, by amending
Section 8 (1 )(j) of the Right
to Information Act, 2005,
has placed every category
of “personal information”
beyond the reach of
disclosure.
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A ready solution to

espite significant economic progress and

sustained public health efforts, anaemia

~ driven significantly by iron deficiency -
continues 1o be one of India’s most pressing
public health challenges. Allecting over half of
Indian women and almost three-fourths of
children, anaemia contributes to maternal
mortality, an intergenerational cycle of
malnutrition, impaired cognitive development,
reduced productivity and substantial economic
losses. The Government of India's 7X7X7
Anaemia Mukt Bharat (AMB) strategy, which
launched recently, rightly recognises the
madtifactorial nature of anaemia through a
comprehensive approach spanning preventicgh,
screening, treatment, dietary diversification gnd
behaviour change. Yet, one proven preventive
intervention remains significantly underutilised.

The promise of fortification
That intervention is Double Fortified Salt (DFS) -
salt fortified with both iodine and iron. Salt offers
an unparalleled opportunity to address iron
deficiency. Consumed daily by virtually every
household across India, in predictable quantities
regardless of income or geography, it is unigquely
suited 1o dediver a preventive nutrition
intervention at population scale. DFS also
addresses one of the fundamental challenges of
anaemia control - sustained compliance,
Delivering iron through an everyday food
complements interventions such as iron
supplementation and dietary diversification,
whose effectiveness depends on regular
adherence. India already has one of the workd's
most successful public health platforms in
Universal Salt lodisation, with around 95% of
households consuming iodised salt, Building on
this existing infrastructure, DFS is already
distributed to an estimated 76 million people
across four States through government safety net

rmer Servor
Advisor, Tata Trusts

-

Rajiv Tandon

Executive Director,
The Health
Continuum, Adjunct
Professor of Public
Health Practice at the
Public Health
Foundaton of Inda,
Indian Institutes of

Public Mealth

Double fortifed
salt offers a
scalable solution
to one of India’s
Most pressing
public health
challenges

ammes. Global and Indian evidence

rongly support DFS. A global review has shown
that DFS can reduce anaemia by up to 21%.
Randomised controlled trials in Bengaluru,
Darjeeling, and Punjab, along with large-scale
implementation in Uttar Pradesh, have shown
improvements in iron status and confirmed that,
when manufactured to validated specifications,
DFS is acceptable to consumers, reduces lron
deficiency, and is highly cost-effective. A DFS
standard has been issued by the Government of
India’s Food Safety and Standards Authority
(FSSAD, and the Government of India actually
mandates DFS' inclusion in the national school
feeding programme (PM POSHAN and the
national early chilkdhood development
programme- Integrated Child Development
Scheme, or ICDS).

At an estimated cost of ¥14-820 per person
annually, DFS represents one of the most
affordable population-level nutrition
interventions available, with a benefit-cost ratio
of 4.2:1 for national DFS introduction, primarily
driven by improved health outcomes and
subsequent increases in labour productivity,
India also possesses the manufacturing capacity
to produce high-quality DFS at scale. Established
fortification technologies, centralised salt
production and existing laboratory infrastructure
make quality assurance and regulatory
monitoring simpler than for many other fortified
foods.

What the barriers are

What has limited DFS from wider adoption? The
barriers are now primarily institutional rather
than technical. The next imperative is to
accelerate its nationwide adoption and ensure
last-mile access, particularly the Public
Distribution System apart from social safety-net
programmes, across all States through a central

anaemia

flagship scheme. Although DFS is recommended
under PM POSHAN and ICDS, its integration into
the largest safety net programme i.e., the Public
Distribution System (PDS) — which reaches
around 800 million benehiciaries - remains
uneven because implementation depends Largely
on State governments. Greater policy
commitment, dedicated financing, stronger
quality assurance, wider commercial avallability
and consumer awareness are now needed 10
accelerate nationwide scale-up. These are
implementation challenges - not technological
ones — and are well within India's capacity to
address.

Like all public health nutrition interventions,
DFS should be implemented within a robust
regulatory framework. It should complement
existing strategies under Anaemia Mukt Bharat,
align with India's sodium reduction goals, and
continue to be accompanied by screening for
haemoglobinopathies such as thalassaemia and
sickle cell disease, These safeguards are well
recognised through experience of rice
fortification programme and can be readily
integrated into implementation and monitoring
Systems.

The launch of the revised AMB strategy
provides renewed momentum to strengthen the
preventive pillar of India’s anaemia response and
advance the vision of Viksit Bharat 2047,

Potential to be a global model

India has already shown the world how science,
policy, public systems, and public awareness can
transform nutrition through Universal Salt
lodisation. By scaling DFS nationally, India can
not only accelerate progress towards Anaemia
Mukt Bharat but also contribute to global efforts
to reduce iron deficiency by demonstrating an
affordable, scalable model for other low- and
mikidle-income countries.
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Lula beats far-right, wins 4th presidential term

Brazilian President makes a dramatic comeback
after trailing in the first round against Bolsonaro

SAD PALLO

uiz Indcio Lula da
Silva secured a his-
toric fourth presi-

dential term, defeating Fli
vio Bolsonaro of Liberal
Farty (PL) in Braal's runoff
on Sunday. Lula secured
64 milllion votes, the high
st wotad ever recarded In a
Brazilian presidential elec
ton, defeating Mr. Bolso
naro by more than four
malhon youes,

Declaring a “defeat for
lles and denabism™, Lula,
80, pledged 1o govern for
all Brazillans and protect
the country’s soveregnty.

“Brazil Is nobody's back-
vard,” he declared o a mid-
night rally, sending a mes-
sage w0 US. Presidem
Donald Trump as he said
Brazil has defeated the far-
right lies, foreign interfe-

rence and election med
dling by sockal meedia firms.

An  emotional  Lula
thanked women and older
voders lor their support
and praised the mobilisa-
tion of youth on the streets
and on social media

"People went out to vote
because we managed to
comvince them that thear
vores were extremely im
poctant to safeguarding de
mocracy in the country,”
he said.

Luka secured an unpre
cedented comeback in the
election, He tralled In the
first  round, receiving
4506% of wvald wvotes
against 47.05% or Flivio

Dramatic democracy

As the prospect ol a Bolso-
naro presidency caused a
major concern among the
young, especially about
public education, health

Aligned stars: Sazilan President Lulz Inacio Lula da Sy

Sa0 Paudo on Sunday. RoUTERS

care and transport, mil-
lions joined weekly rallies
across the country, pledg-
ing support for Lula and
demanding protection ol
publc services.

Lula secures a historic 64 million votes, defeating
far-right leader by more than four million votes

On Sunday, Luls old his
young supporters  that
their woices have been
heard.

“We will make increas-
ing imvestment in the Un-

ihed Health System, deve-
op a national artificial
mrelligence system, conts-
nue to expand public un
mersities and support the
digital and creative econo

mibes,” sald Lula,

The twrnaround after
the hirst round of electhon
on October 4 was not only
historic but also dramatik
Lula's official campaign
team almost took a back
seat a8 millions of people
came out on streets and
joined the social media
campaizn.

With most opinsan polls
predicting a neck-to-neck
raoe and some even gving
an edge to Mr. Bolsonaro
ol a few days back, the
Workers' Party shifted its
messaging from a compan
som of the candidates” per-
somal records 1o a forward
looking agenda centred on
CONCTeNE Promises,

Even as Lula made his
promises to the electocate,
his campaign laced & big
challenge: Big Tech firms
openly supported Bolsona-
ro's campaign while sup

Brazil is nobody's backyard, he says amid alleged
LS. meddling in election in favour of Bolsonaro

pressing advertsing by Lu-
la's beamm.

In his speech on Sun-
day, Luls sxid be had to
OVETrCOme  “Interference”
by digital platforms and
pleciged to regulate big
tech companses in Brazil,

“This election was one
in which we had 1o over-
come interference coming
from outside and through
digital platforms. We will
have to regulate them,” Lu
la saadl.

On October 16, alter an
expose in the Brazilian me
dia, Meta had admined
that its artihcial neelli-
gence ool had blocked the
generaton of advertising
material supporting Lula
whide alloming the same
technology to be used by
the Flindo campaign.
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