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COP31 hosts Australia and Turkiye

face the fossil-fuel question

There is likely to be pressure on the COP3I presidencies to include fossil fuel language as part of the agenda. The catastrophic floods in Nepal on August 26 and the damage

they wrought are also set to add momentum to both mitigation action, including the language surrounding fossil fuels at COP31

Rishika Pardikar
TRABZON, TURKIYE

he next United Nations climate
change conference, COP31, will
be held in Antalya in Tiirkiye in
November this year. Tiirkiye
will be hosting the event, with its Minister
of Environment Murat Kurum serving as
COP31 President. Australia will oversee
the negotiations process, with its Minister
for Climate Change and Energy Chris
Bowen as the Vice-President of COP31.

This is a novel arrangement — a result
of both Australia and Tiirkiye not being
willing to concede their demand to host,
and where both countries share crucial
responsibilities. In previous editions, the
COP’s physical host has differed from the
President only for logistical reasons.

A pre-COP event will be held in Fiji on
October 5-8, where Pacific Island
countries and Australia will discuss
preparations for the main event,
including what to negotiate. These
pre-COPs are a routine affair before the
annual summits.

Domestic fossil reliance

Both Tiirkiye and Australia are heavy
users of fossil fuels. Australia is the
world’s third-largest fossil fuels exporter,
after Russia and the U.S. Domestically,
Australia as well as Tiirkiye rely on coal,
gas, and oil to generate respectively
around 90% and 80% of their energy
needs. Three weeks ago, Australia also
came under fire from climate groups for
approving the expansion of a coal mine.

The primary goal at COP31 is a target to
electrify industry and vehicles and in turn
“to raise the share of final energy demand
met by electricity from just over 20%
today to 35% by 2035”.

‘Oceans and Seas’ are also a priority
agenda: Tiirkiye hosted a ‘Blue Dialogue’
on September 10-11 whose focus was on
protecting marine resources.

However, none of the themes listed as a
priority for the event make direct
reference to transitioning away from fossil
fuels.

‘That said, various industries in
Australia, including iron-ore mining, are
trying to decarbonise by investing in
hybrid or electric heavy machinery. Local
governments are also pushing for electric
vehicles (EVs), which recently overtook
petrol car sales for the first time in
Australia.

Tiirkiye, on the other hand, is working
to augment recycling and so eventually
reduce methane emissions. In fact, the
country has listed ‘zero waste and a
circular economy’ on the COP31 priority
list. The fortunes of a local EV brand,

An oil rig is visible in the distance near Cape Town harbour. ALPHA PERSPECTIVE/UNSPLASH

Togg, has ballooned so much that the
government hopes it will herald a new era
in the automobiles market.

Loss and damage financing

At the COP30 in Belém, Brazil, last year,
the European Union pushed for a “fossil
fuel roadmap” to help countries
worldwide transition away from fossil
fuels. While many countries supported
the call, observers have said it took the
focus away from developing countries’
calls to triple adaptation finance and
developed countries’ resistance to that.

That said, most countries involved in
the UN Framework Convention on
Climate Change (UNFCCC) did not oppose
the call for the “fossil fuel road map” at
COP30.

India did not oppose either, on the
condition that it incorporate the principle
of common but differentiated
responsibilities and that countries are not
expected to follow uniform energy
transition pathways. Beyond the UNFCCC
framework as well, and partly because of
the slow pace of negotiations at the COP
summits, there have been calls for
concrete action to transition away from
fossil fuels. In April this year, the first
conference on ‘Transitioning Away from
Fossil Fuels’ was held in Santa Marta in
Colombia, co-hosted by Colombia and the
Netherlands.

The second conference is scheduled

for 2027, to be co-hosted by Tuvalu and
Ireland.

Given such momentum, there is likely
to be pressure on the COP31 Presidencies
to include fossil fuel language as part of
the agenda. The catastrophic floods in
Nepal on August 26, boosted no doubt by
climate change, and the damage they
wrought are also set to add momentum to
otk tadéiatl

should be accompanied by
complementary efforts to expand
renewable energy.

Likewise, the reply said on mitigation
financing: “we have been clear that we
need to close the climate finance chasm,
and we are holding donors to the financial
commitments made at past COPs, while
also introducing innovative new

such as the ‘Climate

action, i the
language surrounding fossil fuels at
COP31, and to loss and damage financing.
But as with their not mentioning the
transition away from fossil fuels, the joint
Australia-Tiirkiye presidents have also
included no loss and damage financing,
or even the broader climate finance
question, among the priority topics.

“We know there are strong views on all
sides of this topic,” the Tiirkiye
Presidency said in response to questions
from the author about whether this will
change. “We will create space for Parties
to discuss the transition and listen
carefully to the positions they bring
forward to see what we can agree by
consensus. But listening to Parties’ views
on negotiations does not mean we are
standing still. We are taking the next
logical steps in the energy transition by
making electrification the flagship
thematic priority of the COP31
Presidency’s Action Agenda, because
electrifying buildings, transport and
industry is key to reducing emissions and

Implementation Bridge’, to address the
gap between ambitious climate plans and
the finance needed to make them a
reality.”

The Australian Presidency did not
respond.

Countries participating at COPs can
propose new agenda items for
consideration during negotiations. For
example, the European Union introduced
the “road map” in the formal negotiations
agenda at the last minute at COP30. That
said, it remains to be seen whether
countries will do so at COP31, and if so
what the items will be — and ultimately
how the event’s two fossil fuel-heavy

ds will navigate ati

The author was in Tiirkiye September
813 at the invitation of the government for
a COP3I-themed media tour. She also
visited Australia in October 2025 on a
similar official tour.

(Rishika Pardikar is a freelance journalist.
rishika.s.pardikar@gmail.com)
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Australia and Tiirkiye are heavy
users of fossil fuels; both
countries rely on coal, gas, and
oil to generate respectively
around 90% and 80% of their
domestic energy needs;
Australia is the world's
third-largest fossil fuels
exporter

v

The primary goal at COP31is a
target to electrify industry and
vehicles and in tum ‘to raise
the share of final energy
demand met by electricity from
just over 20% today to 35% by
2035'; ‘Oceans and Seas' are
also a priority agenda

v

At COP30, the EU advocated a
global 'fossil fuel roadmap' to
guide the transition away from
fossil fuels; critics said it
diverted attention from
developing nations' demand
for tripling adaptation finance
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W ATH: United Nations Framework Convention on
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Should voting be a fundamental right?

Arecent Indian Express report revealed an unprecedented rift within the EC over alleged unilateral changes to rules, voter additions/deletions, and centralised data

access, prompting a re-examination of the that the ‘right to vote' ought to be elevated from a statutory guarantee to a fundamental one

LETTER & SPIRIT

Kartikey Singh

n September 23, an Indian
Express investigation revealed
an unprecedented rift within
the three-member Election
Commission of India (EC), with Election
Commissioners Sukhbir Singh Sandhu
and Vivek Joshi recording 14 objections
over 10 months against Chief Election
Commissioner Gyanesh Kumar, regarding
alleged unilateral changes to rules, voter
additions/deletions, and centralised data
access, without the Commission’s full
a)

Pg‘he report also found that 97 eligible
voters from Goa were excluded from the
electoral roll after the centralised ECINet
software prevented ground-level Electoral
Registration Officers (ERO) from reversing
decisions. More concernis the
consequences extend beyond the loss of
voting rights. Reportedly, several State
schemes use electoral rolls to establish
eligibility, including the Goa Mediclaim
Scheme. The scheme covers
super-speciality treatments unavailable in
government hospitals, such as dialysis,
angioplasty, open-heart surgery,

and cochlear

Enabling democracy: Courts have regarded the right to vote as f democracy, as it

implants, and is available only to State
voters, This issue has once again cast a
spotlight on the ‘right to vote’, the
foundational processes of India’s electoral
machinery, and the genesis of India’s
‘universal adult suffrage’ (UAS).

‘What shaped adult suffrage in India?
India’s constitutional promise of the ‘right
to vote' differs significantly fmm that of
many Western

ing election symbols, making
UAS practically accessible.
In India, the EC has the responsibility
to reach the last citizen, wherever they
may be, to actualise their ‘right to elect’.

‘What is the legal status of right to
vote?

‘The legal status of the ‘right to vote’ in
India has long been debated, and whether
it is classified as a statutory,

PR
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India’s choice of immediate,
universal adult suffrage
ensured democratic equality
from the outset. Article 326 of
the Constitution granted every
adult citizen the 'right to vote’

v

An Indian Express re
revealed that 97 eligible voters
from Goa were dropped from
the rolls because the ECINet
software denied EROs the
authority to reverse emoneous
deletions. This is not an
isolated clerical error, but a
systemic failure, compounded
by administrative inetia

-

Ifthe body constitutionally
tasked with safeguarding the
voting rights can be riven by
disputes over unilateral action,
leaving the citizen's only
recourse to the EC's internal
correction mechanisms, orto a

dilution of votes, ultimately distorting the
people’s mandate. Therefore, the ECis
empowered under Section 21 of the 1950
Act to prepare and revise these rolls to
ensure integrity. The Chief Election
Commissioner and Other Election
Commissioners (Appointment,
Conditions of Service and Term of Office)
Act, 2023 lays down how the EC must
transact its business. Section 17 requires
the Commnsuon 's business to be

it

with the Act,

lecting
the flawed belief, espoused by thinkers
like J.S. Mill, that voting should be
reserved for the “enlightened”, countries
like the U.K. initially restricted the
franchise to male property owners.
Universal male suffrage emerged only in
1918, and women were granted the ‘right
to vote' a decade later in 1928. In the US.,
although the 15th and 19th Amendments
extended voting rights to African
Americans (1870) and women (1920),
systemic barriers such as poll taxes and
literacy tests continued to disenfranchise
many for decades thereafter.

In sharp contrast, India’s choice of
immediate, universal inclusion ensured
‘democratic equality’ from the outset,
bypassing the prolonged and often violent
struggles seen elsewhere. Article 326 of
the Constitution granted every adult
citizen the ‘right to vote’, regardly

or
determines how easily it can be changed,
how it is enforced, and the level of legal
protection it receives. Although Dr. B.R.
Ambedkar and KT. Shah proposed
including it in the Constitution’s
fundamental rights part, the Constituent
Assembly’s Advisory Committee
ultimately rejected the idea. Importantly,
a Constitution Bench of the Supreme
Court in Kuldip Nayar v. Union of India
(2006) held that the ‘right to elect’ isa
statutory right under Section 62 of the
RPA, 1951, and not a fundamental or
constitutional right.

‘Though a two-judge Bench in Rajbala v.
State of Haryana described the ‘right to
vote’ as a constitutional right in 2015, the
larger bench ruling in Kuldip Nayar
prevails. Again, in Anoop Baranwal v.
Union of India (2023), the top court

gender, caste, religion, education, or
property. This commitment to a robust,
inclusive democracy found further
constitutional reinforcement in a series of
Supreme Court judgments, notably
starting with Kesavananda Bharati v. State
of Kerala (1973), which established
democracy as part of the ‘basic structure’
doctrine. For this ideal to function
meaningfully, people should be able to
lrwely decnde the fate of their government.
‘This inclusive vision was
operationalised through two key laws: the
Representation of the People Act, 1950,

declined on the issue,
noting that it had already been settled by
the five-judge Bench in the Kuldip Nayar
judgment. However, in his dissent, Justice
‘Ajay Rastogi asserted that the 'right to
vote’ is an expression of Article 19(1{a)
and reflects the essence of Article 21. Yet,
as this view remains a minority opinion,
the ‘right to elect’” continues to be
recognised as a statutory right.
Nevertheless, even though it is not a
fundamental right, courts have regarded
the ‘right to vote’ as an inseparable
of democracy, anchoring their reasoning
in the idea xhal it mables citizens to shape

while Secnon 18 provides that its
procedure and allocation of business may
be regulated by unanimous decision. It
further requires business to be transacted
as far as possible unanimously, but where
the CEC and other Commissioners differ,
the matter is decided by majority.

Deriving its authority from Article 324,
the EC serves as the constitutional
guardian of elections, with powers of
superintendence, direction, and control.
Akey duty is preparing accurate electoral
rolls, guided by Section 19 of the RPA,

1950, which mandates that any citizen
aged 18 or above, “ordinarily resident” in
a constituency and not disqualified, is
entitled to be registered. “Ordinary
resident” implies a genuine, continuous
presence, not a temporary stay.

While discrepancies may arise, courts
have consistently held that only
substantial and systemic errors that
demonstrably “materially affected” the
election outcome can compromise the
sanctity of the electoral roll. Minor
mistakes or isolated disenfranchisement
are insufficient.

Yet the recent Goa episode complicates
this comfortable “substantial versus
isolated” binary that courts have relied
on. The Indian Express report revealed
that 97 eligible voters were dropped from
the rolls, not through electoral fraud but
because the ECINet software architecture

which governs the
revision ol electoral rolls; and the 1951
Act, which regulates election conduct,
candidature, and electoral offences. The
EC has repeatedly introduced
administrative innovations to realise this
‘constitutional promise’.

Notably, the then Chief Election
Commissioner Sukumar Sen, faced with
the task of enrolling 173 million largely
illiterate voters, turned a logistical hurdle

h

ita "
Imperauve" vlta] to the Indian republic’s
survival

Why do we need accurate poll rolls?
Free and fair elections rest on accurate
electoral rolls under the RPA, 1950.
Inaccuracies — such as mass omissions,
ineligible inclusions, duplicates, or
incorrect entries — undermine the “one
person, one vote” pri

melrdemed EROs the authority to reverse
makes the

episode dammng is nm merely the
exclusion, but the apparent
unresponsiveness that followed. The
EROs reportedly flagged the anomalies to
the Commission by email, yet the
corrections were not restored. This is not
the isolated clerical error that courts have
historically forgiven; it is a systemic
failure baked into the sollwart 'S des:gn
compounded by a ttive i A

bl & . RASHOK

objection in electoral rolls is conferred on
individuals, not political parties, the court
in Lakshmi Charan Sen v. A.K.M. Hassan
Uzzaman (1985) observed that in a largely
illiterate and politically unaware
electorate, parties should take steps to
ensure eligible voters are included, and
ineligible ones are removed. Given India’s
party-based Parliamentary system, such
vigilance will help in preserving ‘electoral
integrity”.

What lies ahead?
The revelations against the EC lend fresh
ncy to the argument that the ‘right to
vote’ ought to be elevated from a
statutory guarantee to a fundamental one.
If the body constitutionally tasked with
safeguarding the franchise can itself be
riven by disputes over unilateral action,
leaving the citizen's only recourse to the
EC’s internal correction mechanisms, or
to a statutory right that the Parliament
could dilute at will, is precarious.

Many scholars argue that the ‘right to
vote’ cannot be regarded as merely a
statutory right, as it flows from Article
326, and any legislation regulating it must
conform to the parameters prescribed by
Articles 325 and 326. It is therefore
necessary to ensure that the legislature
does not impose irrational or
unreasonable restrictions on the ‘right to
vote', particularly since “free and fair
elections” and “democracy” are basic
features of the Constitution.

Justice Rastogi’s dissent in Anoop
Baranwal, over the legal status of the

‘right to vote’, offers doctrinal ground for
a larger Bench to revisit the question that
the majority in Kuldip Nayar considered
settled.

Elevating the ‘right to vote' to
fundamental status would not diminish
the EC’s authority to purify rolls; it would
instead subject that authority to the
heightened standard of judicial review
reserved for fundamental rights, ensuring
that the drive to centralise electoral
administration is always weighed against,
rather than allowed to override, the
citizen's claim to be counted. Ina
democracy where software now mediates
the relationship between the voter and
the ballot, the constitutional status of the

‘right to vote” can no Iunger remain a
matter of legi:

(Kartikey Singh is a lmvyer based in New
Delhi.)

y right that the
Parliament could dilute at will
is precarious
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T HAST T TAHR Teh HifeTeh AfARR gHT T1RT?

(Should voting be a fundamental right?)

o ey Trgyg F U giferar {9l § 5941 § Tohal @ Jecird,
HARTATSI % 19 STIS-1/82 3R SF1hd 821 TFg Tl T
THIE ST % ¥R ST HaHa 1 GeAraT g7 31 564 59
89 i 9 G 54 a7 & fob ‘92 a7 & IR’ &l deTfeh
TR G FGTH TieTeh TR 1 as1f o7 ST I11eT 97 78]

& T

*  GTIHITHE TaEh HATIARR (Universal Adult Suffrage):
WA ST Y[EATA | & ATeI ik Feh WTieehi shl O &
AR o1k FHTT G2 gS| Wi ol SAT0T 326 T
TIEH AT ol T & T AR TS LT 2l

* YU ShiwAT (Systemic Failures): e & var = f
T 6 97 UTS WG TaT3l o 19 HaaTdT gt § ger fag 1y
Fifeh ECINet BTHEaR = STHIHT TX o ATerepti ot merfet
I GUT shi STTHTT 21 211

o TifeTeh ST <t STTaIvIeRaT: AT AASH o ATTHRT s L&
FH AT FEAT & AT foramet & it 8, ar AnTient & 9
Hiftra forehea srerd 81 Jefaes s1ferepr i dde 1o s=a1 a0
FHSTR T Tehd| &, SHTTT 38 Hifeten ferepR s <hl 1T oig W&
H

1. TRA § FTSHITHe SaEeh AATIeRTY sht o/t Jftent @2

o ufzefl 3= o forodid (STt ST& § shaet fRiferd ar dafe Ta arel
TSI ol B A1C T HARRR AT o), WA o T0F 326 o T80
fom fordlt Sreatrar o (e, STfa, fofn = wuf o STTeR o) Ik
T AT ! Hde b1 31ferenr e

* g9 I A RITETHS HIRAT HTHEAT (1973) H SAlehe ol Efarem
T HA T (Basic Structure) ST foRaT| S THTRT GIEehRIOT I
<1 T ST o HIEIH | AT fora 1.

* e tatferea stfarfam, 1950 (RPA, 1950): I8 waardr e
Sl AT 3R Gwe hi (e sar 2

* WA AT ATATAH, 1951 (RPA, 1951): T8 IA@1 6
HeTe, SFHTGART TR <HTET SToRTe ohi farf=Ifi e 2




2. qETH aﬁémur?ramﬁ&aﬁ%rw%" (Legal Status of Right 3. sﬁmmuﬁﬁ ATIIIAHAT T &2

to Vote) o Toouet e O 8 © Stk HaaTan g o T R 8 o —

* A H TN I T AR HifeTeh ARIRR B, Ham-er ARRR & a1 SE S7S YA T AARTATAT o FH B2 ST, Fsil AT, 31 7TeAq
JeiHes ARGR, 39 T e foaare ®1R: TfTSaT—"Teh ATk, Teoh Al oh THGId hl HHSIT hid] 2l

o Efream aur fY wgw: €. .. g I F A I o AT s TeAT I SR © fob igedat it et 3T yemafie
Hifetsh STTerRRT & STTHET S 3T TEdTd TET T, AT 3idd: 30 ATILETE h SHIUT YT TATIGRT SRl Ik Al TR T dferd
IS e EAC RN [ERIRICIAEEES ISR RS IRt CINRHE IS IRER]

©  TH HIE H TG FAGT AT TAH TRA 6 (2006) A H 4. AT T TREAT AT &2 (What Lies Ahead?)
G| =h1E <Al e 3 St AT foh <IHTer < o1 ST RPA, * ST I o HARIHR Hl hecl Teh T IR o T H a1 ol ST
1951 Y T 62 o & Teh AeqTeh ATUHT (Statutory Right) 2, TR, 38 Tl o 3TT=88 325 31 326  AIILET o STTET ST
ERERINCACIBEI =t

*  STEEH (Dissenting Views): 377 SRaT STH 9RA G5 (2023) *  IE YT FAT STARIH ¢ Toh ToreTRIet 'alie o o ARHR TS
T H ST STsRT Tt A 7ok fodam fop raite o w1 Saferbre et H oI AT SHROT Yl T AT, Fifeh "eaeiat SR Foaeg gma 3K
19(1)(a)  T& HATHEATE I TEAAT IR ITTE 21 o T8 (1o "SR Ffre i 7o foryard 2
AR o7 fwdT 21 BTAifeh, 7T 39 SAlehds T Ueh SAfTHTST 3T
T 2l

"HE & o TR ehl HifeTeh TTErRR T aolt & A:
* I AT SN HARH i HH el T, Sfceh U 3ATereh SATISE ST
* I AT YT o halhLul i TR GHIE (Judicial Review) o S H SATQ, TSe® forell i AmTiten =61 st S ST =& &




TRITeR UHear U2 (Prelims Practice Questions)

T 1: WA § 'HASH o HATERR' (Right to Vote) 3 T

TEY & Tgd H AAfeRad sweAt R foem fif:

1. Wi aar o S 3R, SAdea J UagH & ATHR
TifoTen AT | ST A T TEdTd TET o)

2. EdTed AT  FeTald R S 91d €4 (2006) HHA
T foter foam fof ate < o1 31ferer wek denfaes siferer
(Statutory Right) 2l
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EC failed to undo ‘disenfranchisement’: Cong.

Poll body’s measures amount to an admission
that SIR exercise has been a ‘disaster’, says party

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

day after the Elec-
A tion Commission
announced multi-

ple steps to address the
concerns raised about the
special intensive revision
(SIR) of electoral rolls, the
Congress on  Sunday
termed it a “desperate at-
tempt at damage control”
that “hides all and reveals
nothing”.

Congress general secre-
tary (communications) Jai-
ram Ramesh said the pro-
posed measures amounted
to an admission that the ex-
ercise had been a “disas-
ter”, warning that the “pie-
cemeal” steps for deleted
or at-risk voters would do
little to mitigate what he
called “mass
disenfranchisement”.

He questioned several
of the assurances given by
the EC, including its pro-
posal to review the ECINet
software and plan for

booth-level officers to visit
the electors who received
notices instead of requir-
ing them to attend public
hearings. “We know that in
practice these visits were
sparse and sporadic. What
is the value of promising a
second round of visits
which likely will not hap-
pen? The logic of repeating
a process done poorly
once must be examined,”
he said.

Questioning the ration-
ale of the entire SIR pro-
cess, which he described
as a “colossal waste” of re-
sources, Mr. Ramesh said
that nearly 14 crore voters
whose names were deleted
across the three phases
from the rolls were now
being asked to apply afresh
for inclusion. The targeted
removal of marginalised
voters was meant to bene-
fit the BJP, he said.

The Congress leader
said the EC had failed to
address concerns about
ECINet, which he claimed

had been used to delete
eligible voters and override
electoral registration offic-
ers. The EC’s proposal to
review the software’s com-
pliance with existing laws
was an admission that its
legality was in question,

What is the value of promising second round of
visits which likely will not happen, asks Ramesh

Congress workers hold a protest rally in Kolkata on Saturday demanding suspension of the SIR. AP

Mr. Ramesh said. He asked
whether the issues flagged
in Goa had occurred el-
sewhere, including in West
Bengal. He also questioned
the lack of transparency
over ECINet’s operation
and the use of artificial in-

telligence in electoral roll
preparation.

Form 6 changes

Mr. Ramesh further alleged
that an illegal change to
Form 6 had not been adeq-
uately explained. He said

Over 2,000
citizens write to
CJI against EC

NEW DELHI

Over 2,000 citizens across the
country have signed an open
letter to Chief Justice of India
Surya Kant, urging him to
initiate suo motu proceedings
against the conduct of the
Election Commission regarding
the SIR and the deployment of
the ECINet software. The letter
seeks the immediate stay and
rescission of SIR in all States
and Union Territories pending
an independent judicial review
of its legality and procedural
integrity. » PAGE 5

the EC had relied on a Su-
preme Court judgment of
May 27, permitting the ad-
dition of a new declaration
in Form 6, to defend the
change. However, he ar-
gued that, in July, the mod-
ification had been made to

Targeted removal of marginalised voters meant
to benefit the BJP, alleges party spokesperson

the online Form 6 for all
voters, and not only for
those covered under the
SIR exercise.

“The same judgment al-
so states that the ECI on its
own cannot depart from
the statutory procedure
without a rational basis,”
he said.

Mr. Ramesh also con-
tended that the non-SIR
Form 6 route being offered
to voters was misleading
because the Special Sum-
mary Revision (SSR) had
remained frozen since
2024, and no non-SIR vo-
ter roll was being pu-
blished through which vo-
ters could have their
names added.

He further argued that
the Commission’s assu-
rances on meeting proce-
dures and compliance ef-
fectively — acknowledged
that established norms had
not been followed, de-
scribing the situation as
deeply troubling for a con-
stitutional authority.

YouTlube H
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1. ECI (‘H‘R?ﬁﬁﬁﬁ'iﬂ? JATANT - Election Commission of India) FTE?

R = TR Ueh T 3R @aeieh et (Constitutional
Body) 2, ST 331 H T S et Ima ot o forg riem 2
HITLT BT AT TRATS ST o 91T 15 37 TT501 324 ¥ 329
AT HTENT HN I8k GSE1 2hT (AT, RV o SATEHR & 1
I gl

TTEAT: T Uoh oTg-Haed 1 e 2, fored 1 97 9T AT (CEC -
Chief Election Commissioner) 3R 2 AT AT (EC - Election
Commissioners) BId &

2. CEC 3R EC &t faft, wriwTer 3 ug & g1 (Removal)

A. ﬁ'gﬁﬁ (Appointment)
gt afsrar: CEC 3t ECs =i fgft Tregafa g o6t s 2
g TTSRAT (2023 Sferfam o agd): a9 2023 H 9T A FFH
HTHW, Tsh T AHTT (Selection Committee) shi FHOBTRET W Tgafa
ST gk s STt 21 38 wfAfa # freforfiad e 2 &

*  JUMHHAT (37L&

o AHAVT Y fouer o Jar / oo o faueft gt o Jar

*  JUHHT ERT ATHA Weh e hisHe Wil

B.W(Tenure)

*  H&F T AGH (CEC) IS ARHI (ECs)
FRHA 6 AT AT 65 T T A (ST T T8 I &) T
BT 2

* 2 VI o Hal=d AT o AT o GHE JdT 3
gferemd, fererelt 8

C. 92 ¥ §HT (Removal)

* CEC @ g hl TTshaT: 164 I HTYh i 34 U8
ShaeT 3T TTshAT 3T ITTURT TR ST ST Ikl 8, S8
Ao tee ~ATATAD o ~ATITENIT B! TS AT © (I o
o SHI FeAT H oIy SIgad | Hfeld SHaT=T A7 ST&TT 6
TR U AR StEt afsharm grn)|

* EC &I g i TERAT: 3771 I SRR (ECs) 1 T
AT AR (CEC) hl TorepTieat o6 formt Tregufcr g 37ek wg

O 981 AT ST FehdTl
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3. ETeTaT et 31 TR U=t & HeW § ECI/CEC ¥ g 9&d faarg

gTferan Rt S THTE o HTHI, ST RN o HHehTS, fHofar s
T shi ot Tt S fofg At o JaiTet A sred I &:
AR Wade 3 Aot afshaT (Internal Rift & Unilateral
Decisions):

* SN % 9 GEEAl (CEC TR &1 ECs) % sft=r f4ami ¥ sigetma,
ST THIY ST T Ui hT oieht Tag 39 o T 31T
2l

*  I% HATd 33 T & foh T SATART o fofer wefernf/aga & 81
2 a1 T fute foe s

ATFEAI AT ST T helehduT (Centralisation & Technical
Glitches):

*  hiiehd HIHA (SH ECINet) 3 ITINT 3k HIOT STEHT &T
AfershTiET (EROs - Electoral Registration Officers) sl
SATRIRR &1 S TATHIT b1 G 3h1 ST T g5 2

o TFieh! o URTTET SHiHAT & HROT I TASTATSTT o 19 HAgTdT
T | B (S BT & H T H 97 9T HfQTdraAl o A1H g
HTHAT) SHet THETE 3@ 3 et 8]

HAGT o ATUHT T wIAT Rl (Statutory vs
Fundamental Right):

T et Teeet 3R A g2 ol HeAs T % 918 I% 9e o &t
T 2 foh oI A1e < T SIRIFR haet ek ATl ATIRR
(Statutory Right) ST T&AT ﬂT%QﬂT%@‘ﬁ'%ﬁE FTARR
(Fundamental Right) <hT g1t T ST =fee arfes ARt &
AR hl STaTerdl ST gt G (Judicial Review) &1 Hehl
T AT hT TEET U AT (Selection Committee
Neutrality):

2023 o AT (g T | 77 =i (CII) i ST Teh e
it =Rt = aftfa T e s W faane R) steehl T AT §
o o0 TR T UeteT WY Tt &, S st it fsaerar siit

TITIAT OT L I EehdT 2
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* ECINET (Election Commission of India Network) {Td fratem
HTART (ECT) ST Y& TR 71T Uoh Tehiehd fefsreat wiewi oii diase
UY 2. U T 3T AT § S[ST 0 HareAl TR ST hi Teh &t
STTE (S-F219 THTET) T 3UeTsY hiT 8.

*  FH S 2026 H 73 fooel § AN WA SIS SAtehda 3 I
Yeie T (IICDEM 2026) o S TR &9 & At R
=T 9T

ECINET & Tq%& ferorear:

* 40+ UTH ST ThIshUT: T8t ST STRINT o STTT-FAT hiHi oh [T g
U 31 de@T3ed g1 d! offl ECINET A 34 9l 40 ¥ 3A1ere Hislse
I I TfTARIMAT hl Teh B 52TH | SIS fem 2

*  TITHE T UeE: 39 A1 oedagd U (VHA), ¢-VIGIL (TR #far
STcTe i 31T o foTw), T (i o fofw), 7t IR shfgee (KYC)
HI gfarer 2.0 S T e IMH 8

o TTTIERT 3T AR SHT oh foT I I8 WY 31T HAGTATSHT oh
|-G TS ARG (S BLO) 3R TSIk aei sl ot Tk |1
STTgdT &) ST o fore sew guferd, UeT-euffthen AT sht sxarean
2

THh WU ATT FAT-SIT H{ Hehel 82

1. e foree & 91 WiSHT: 319 319 9, EPIC HsT a1
foremrarT & o ST et foree § 3791 919 <ok St gehd 2
2. ST HTES H GUR F 747 ASTERM: A A HIE o fTg
HATS L (Form 6/8) I IHH G shiA i Gfere|

3. fefSreat et 31mgel (e-EPIC) T3S AT 3119 €ie) =
T A7 fefSied et F1E STl o Hehd Bl

4. TR &St AT o $oh UAT: TATS et 31 ST Hge
% Seoto sht TR (cVIGIL % STRT) AT SR 9 31T
T TH doh LTl

5. SFHTEETL ht SThTl: 3T & oh AT oS T8 SFHTEa o
S H ST |
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SPOTLIGHT

Jacob Koshy

Indian Standard Time (IST)
is created at the CSIR-Na-
tional Physical Laboratory
(NPL) in a room the size of
an office cubicle on a
sprawling Delhi campus.
This, not in the Einsteinian
way of space and gravity
doing mysterious things,
nor in the pejorative way
about Indian time being
stretchable. Time here
emerges as a consensus of
a parliament of clocks.

On August 27, the De-
partment of Consumer Af-
fairs notified the Legal Me-
trology (Indian Standard
Time) Rules, 2026, which
make IST the only permis-
sible time reference in the
country for legal, adminis-
trative, commercial and of-
ficial purposes, require
that it be drawn from an
authorised Indian source,
and come into force in the
last week of February 2027.

It is easy to forget that a
second does not exist. Not
in the existentialist, what-
really-is-time sense, but in
the same way that a deci-
bel is just a ratio of per-
ceived sound to the quiet-
est imaginable quiet. The
‘second’, that way, is a
mathematical ~derivative
and a unit of repetition.

Take anything that re-
peats regularly, divide its
duration into equal parts,
and those parts become
‘units’. For millennia that
thing was the Earth:

86,400 seconds made a
day. Nothing could seem
more regular, until it
emerged that it was not.
The Moon’s pull, ocean
currents, the breathing at-
mosphere and the churn of
magma deep inside the
planet all, incrementally,
upset its rotation.

Atoms are steadier. If
elements were musical
genres, the soft silvery-gol-
den caesium would be
punk; it melts at room tem-
perature and reacts vio-
lently with water. In a vacu-
um, however, it is
unusually well behaved. Its
atoms possess a switch bet-
ween two internal states,
triggered by radiation, at
one exact frequency. In
1967, the General Confe-
rence on Weights and Mea-
sures ordained that a se-
cond was 9,192,631,770
cycles of that radiation.

An atomic clock does
not count seconds by
watching anything move.
NPLs are beige boxes
stacked on two grey racks,
and inside each is a sealed
tube under vacuum. The
clock needs a signal at
roughly the right frequen-
cy, and something to tell it
when that signal is exactly
right. The signal comes
from an ordinary quartz
oscillator, of the sort in a
32,000 watch, whose hum
the electronics multiply up
into microwaves. The se-
cond is caesium. Atoms
boil in a small oven and fly
the length of the tube
through those microwaves;
if the frequency is exactly

Making every second count

From February 2027 Indian Standard Time — ascertained in one

room in Delhi

will become the country’s only legal time.
Getting there means audits of every bank, telco, and data centre,
and reviving India’s home-grown satellite network

CSIR-National Physical Laboratory Director Venu Gopal Achanta flal
Arora and Sumit Kumar Mishra at the NPL campus in New Delhi. SHASHI SHEKHAR KASHYAP.

right, some flip to their
other state, and a detector
counts how many did. Oth-
erwise the count falls, and
the electronics nudge the
oscillator back. The atoms
are a referee. They do not
keep time and only judge
the crystal that does.

Governing time

The atom may be incor-
ruptible but the apparatus
around it is not. Caesium
clocks drift, and adding

more does not fix that. So
NPL governs time the way
its birth twin — India — has
governed itself since 1952.
It holds elections. Five cae-
sium clocks and three hy-
drogen masers run togeth-
er weighted by a secret
in-house algorithm and re-
weighted as individual
clocks misbehave. Caesi-
um alone defines the se-
cond, so the five set the
rate; the masers, smooth
over hours, dispense it.

nked by senior scientists Poonam

What results is a local
realisation of Coordinated
Universal Time (UTC), plus
five and a half hours. UTC
itself is computed at
Sévres, outside Paris, from
450 clocks at 85 laborato-
ries — and is never broad-
cast, because it does not
exist in real time. It is pu-
blished monthly, as back-
log, telling each laboratory
how far off it was 30 days
ago. Every timekeeper is
thus steering towards a tar-

get that will not be known
for another month. “We
need to steer it as close to
the UTC, predicting it —
that is the art,” says Profes-
sor Venugopal Achanta, Di-
rector, CSIR-NPL.

“The problem now
comes in the dissemina-
tion,” Achanta says, and
this is where the achieve-
ment leaks away.

The clocks are good to
one part in a hundred tril-
lion but what leaves the
building by satellite is good
only to a few billionths of a
second. Fibre does better —
BSNL lost just 40 picose-
conds carrying a signal
460 km from Bengaluru to
the National Stock Ex-
change in Chennai. For
everybody else, who do
not need fastidious fidelity,
there is a ping: NPL’s 20-
odd servers field 30,000
requests a second.

GPS has broadcast ex-
cellent time, free for four
decades and virtually ev-
ery network in India takes
it from there. “At the user
level, there’s nothing much
we have to do,” he says.

The government has de-
cided otherwise. On Au-
gust 27, it notified the Legal
Metrology (Indian Stan-
dard Time) Rules, 2026,
making IST the only per-
missible time reference for
legal, administrative, com-
mercial and official pur-
poses, requiring that it be
drawn from an authorised
Indian source, and coming
into force in the last week
of February 2027.

“The Akashvani bulle-

tins used to start with a
beep, a time check — that
was from NPL,” Achanta
muses. “We evolved stan-
dards for everything ex-
cept time.”

Inspectors who for de-
cades weighed the sweet-
shop’s scale will now audit
whether a bank’s servers
are traceable to IST.

Why bother? GPS is a
U.S. Air Force asset, and its
signal can be denied,
jammed or falsified. “We
don’t know what Trump
will say next second. He
may say ‘Block all signals’,
or ‘Pay me for using the sa-
tellite’,” Achanta says.

Timestamps are also
evidence: if two parties dis-
pute when a bid was made,
“both are correct, because
one is taken from some
other country and this guy
is taking it from IST”.

NavIC experience

Those same fears pro-
duced NaviC, approved in
2006. But its rubidium
clocks came from a single
European vendor and be-
gan failing from 2016. On
March 13 this year, only
three satellites were left
transmitting navigation sig-
nals against a minimum of
four. NavIC is, for now, not
anavigation system though
the rules name it an auth-
orised source of time.

The rules also put res-
ponsibility on the end enti-
ty rather than its supplier,
requiring it to monitor its
drift from IST and hold
auditable records. Rule 11
says non-compliance is

“punishable”, without
naming the section. Achan-
ta thinks compliance runs
through the network of In-
ternet service providers:
“At the level of Airtel and
Jio, all they have to do is
just update this to NPL”.
The industry is less
sure. Operators use a varie-
ty of architectures to syn-
chronise time across their
networks, says one tele-
com source, declining to
be identified. “There are
some challenges since
there are multiple systems
aligned in a different way,”
the executive says, adding
that telcos were in discus-
sions with NPL. “There are
also issues with latency
and the timeframe under
which this has to be imple-
mented. The functionality
of NavIC is also a concern.”
And the clocks them-
selves? “Russian is better,
cheaper, faster,” Achanta
says. The masers that carry
IST between caesium ver-
dicts are made by Vremya-
CH in Nizhny Novgorod,
cheaper still since the inva-
sion of Ukraine pushed Eu-
ropean laboratories to-
wards American suppliers.
NPL builds its own caesi-
um fountain and is design-
ing an optical clock, but
the lasers, mirrors and cav-
ities inside them are im-
ported. “We in the coun-
try, unfortunately, are not
making any of these
things,” he says.
(With inputs from Aroon
Deep)
jacob.koshy
@thehindu.co.in
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TN USTAT T (TRA T Hieh 989) Tad, 2026

o T ¥? 7% o S o wft R, e o fefea
TATHIY o T WA AR |0 (IST) T STANT et
ST & dTieh "Teh USZ, Tk {HA" (One Nation, One Time) @]
Bl Hehl

o  IeT: SHUivg S foesft |rdt o [Fiar @eq o R o 3199
NavIC 37T CSIR-NPL & HI © ST, Tefientd, UTar g 31X
HTEeR FLETT JUTTierd <hl féieh el

* A AT RM? ST 2026 H SRR TT; THRH 6 180
fot g (Rt 2027 3 o aeh) T E AT BT

. aﬁ?wafom T SUTIRT AT HATAT (Ministry of
Consumer Affairs), CSIR-NPL (9HI-1&h %Wﬁ) AR T=A
T ATg-ateT feramT (Legal Metrology Dept)|
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T.N. rescinds G.O.
exempting Public
Dept. from RTI Act

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAIL

After facing severe back-
lash from political parties
and activists, the Tamil Na-
du government on Sunday
decided to withdraw a con-
troversial order exempting
the Public (Law and Order)
Department from the am-
bit of the Right to Informa-
tion (RTI) Act, 2005, on the
ground that it was an intel-
ligence and  security
organisation.

A Government Order
(dated September 21) to
this effect was issued by
the Human Resources
Management Department
under Section 24(4) of the
RTI Act and then notified
in the Government Ga-
zette. Minister for Energy
Resources and Law C.T.R.
Nirmal Kumar wrote on X
that the G.0. had been
withdrawn. Speaking to re-
porters earlier in the day in
Madurai, he had defended
the order, saying that only
certain provisions, includ-
ing details of communal
clashes, were kept out of
the ambit of the RTI Act, gi-
ven the sensitivity of the
information.

AMMK founder T.T.V.
Dhinakaran, environmen-
tal activist G. Sundarrajan
of Poovulagin Nanbargal,
and Arappor Iyakkam con-
vener Jayaram Venkatesan
opposed the G.O.

The Public (Law and Or-
der) Department deals
with subjects such as com-
munal and caste clashes;
the appointment of Com-
missions of Inquiry into
law and order matters and
follow-up action on their

The G.0., issued by
the Department of
Human Resources
Management, drew
severe backlash from
political parties

recommendations; all mat-
ters relating to COFEPOSA
and NSA detentions, in-
cluding representations by
detenus and habeas corpus
petitions filed by detenus
or on their behalf in the
High Court and the Su-
preme Court; and the con-
duct of monthly law and
order review meetings and
special law and order
meetings under the in-
structions of the Chief
Secretary.

It includes examining
inquiry reports into the
opening of fire by the pol-
ice and inquiry reports in-
to deaths in police custody,
police torture and deaths
of remand prisoners;
NHRC references relating
to matters dealt with by the
law and order wing; fur-
nishing monthly reports
on law and order and com-
munal incidents to the Go-
vernment of India; furnish-
ing replies to Lok Sabha
and Rajya Sabha questions
relating to law and order
matters; dealing with agita-
tions by students, agricul-
tural labourers and politi-
cal parties; requests for
withdrawal of cases regis-
tered on political grounds,
communal/caste clashes,
political and student agita-
tions; and matters relating
to sanction of prosecution
for defamatory articles,
news items and speeches.

YouTube Homework

> Maharashtra Government
on RTI
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Keralam researchers discover
new Begonia species on cliffs

The Hindu Bureau
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

Researchers have identi-
fied a new species of the
genus Begonia from the
Western Ghats region in
Kollam district of Keralam.

A research team of the
Jawaharlal Nehru Tropical
Botanic Garden and Re-
search Institute (JNTBGRI)
in  Thiruvananthapuram
spotted the plant during an
exploration for collecting
wild ornamental plants
from the evergreen forests
of Rosemala in Kollam.

The discovery has been
reported at a time when
the ghats region is back in
the news in connection
with the State govern-
ment’s recommendations
regarding Ecologically Sen-
sitive Areas (ESA).

Begonia rajvikramanii

They named the species
Begonia rajvikramanii af-
ter R. Raj Vikraman, form-
er Head of the Garden
Management Division,
JNTBGRI, in recognition of
his contributions to the de-
velopment of the JNTBGRI

garden and the manage-
ment of ex-situ plant con-
servation programmes at
the institute.

A paper on the discov-
ery and the plant’s identifi-
cation as a new species by
E.S. Santhosh Kumar, S.M.
Shareef, P.P. Anusha and
Rejitha Joseph of [INTBGRI
has been published in the
latest issue of Phytotaxa.

The plant was found
growing on wet rocky
cliffs. “This new species is
currently known only from
its type locality at Rosema-
la. It grows in wet habitats,
particularly on rocky cliffs
and road-cut walls, at ele-
vations of approximately
200 metres-350 metres,”
the paper said.

Its flowering and fruit-
ing occurs between August
and April.
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AT (Begonia) S9T (genus) shi Tek S WISAT TS U o Pyl

o ST I™ Begonia rajvikramanii (éTﬁﬁ'ilT Wﬁ%ﬂ”ﬁ) @I R

° W TN (Location): 39 HA & ey forer J ufpdt =re (Western
Ghats) % TUSHTAT (Rosemala) o HETERR SHTAT § @IS 74T 2

*  ATATH (Habitat): I UreN Tieil I I8MT (wet rocky cliffs) 3R @€& &
feRTTX 3hT @GR SR 9 TTHT 200 | 350 HieT shi HeTs 9 37T 2l

M I 3T e AT T THT (Flowering & Fruiting): wﬁ%}ﬁq@ 3R
o STTEA © ST oh HEHI oh s 371 dl

¢ HATHRIT (Naming): 3G 18 IS ohT T AT, 7T forshm= (R. Raj
Vikraman) & W ¥ T@T =7 7, ST INTBGRI (ST H8% 2iushel
Sliefeh e Ue e $81ee) o e HisiHe feefisiH % 99 7@ B &

* JNereRdl AT Ufsrert (Researchers & Journal): INTBGRI ERICETI
(3.99. =Y FHR, TE.TH. TR, 1.0, S 3T e STE) g a6 18 39
QST ! TG, aeafeish UehT Phytotaxa B TeRTISTd foRT T B
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YouTube Homework

New equilibrium
As the US. and China recalibrate ties,
implications for other nations are huge

n the surface, Chinese President Xi Jinp- > M P t
0 ing’s Washington visit appeared to be ecca ac
more about ceremony than substance.
President Donald Trump rolled out the red car-
pet, personally welcoming the Chinese leader at > U S D k G l d
the base where he landed. The last time that a U.S. A J— J—
President accorded such an honour to a foreign e n m a r r e e n a n
leader was when John F. Kennedy welcomed Brit-
ish Prime Minister Harold MacMillan in 1962. Mr. . . .
Trump also laid out a grand state dinner at the >
WhitepHuuse, inviting sgrme of the biggest names U SA - S au dl Ar ab C lVll Nu cle a r
in tech and business in the U.S. Beyond the optics,
the concrete outcomes from the Trump-Xi talks
were modest. The most immediate one was an
agreement for both leaders to meet twice this A t
year at the APEC summit in Shenzhen and the gre e m en
G-20 in Miami, marking an unusual four meetings
in one year, with Mr. Trump having visited Beijing . o
in May. Both sides also agreed to operationalise a
hnardyof trade and invggtment. %0 new trade > Indla-Au Stralla CAN
agreement was reached, although both have ex-
tended for another two months the trade truce
agreed to at Busan last year as well as an arrange- > °
ment for a $30 billion reciprocal tariff reduction. I d - l K T d
China reaffirmed its commitment to buy $17 bil- n la ra e
lion worth of agricultural products annually, but
offered no new ones. Other long pending issues
such as semiconductors, rare earths and U.S.
arms sales to Taiwan appear deferred for now.
Both did, however, announce the establishment
of anew dialogue on Artificial Intelligence and the
opening of a channel for incidents, amid growing
concerns over the consequences of an unregulat-
ed Al race.
The modest outcomes from the Xi visit should
not obscure the broader shift that recent U.S.-Chi-
na engagement has underlined. The agreement
between the world’s two biggest powers to pur-
sue what they call a constructive relationship of
strategic stability based on fairness, respect and
reciprocity points to a new equilibrium. Their re-
lationship certainly remains beset by serious
structural challenges and will remain one marked
by rivalry. At the same time, both sides appear
eager to set a floor to ensure a rivalry that is more
managed, stable and predictable. Countries in the
region will be watching closely how this may tem-
per an “America First” Washington’s appetite to
push back against China in waters far from home.
New Delhi will need to carefully watch this evolv-
ing new equilibrium. The recent U.S. tariff threats
aimed at India have offered a stark contrast to the
measured language with which Washington has
been engaging Beijing. For long, a strand of In-
dian strategic thinking has been predicated on the
assumption that U.S. strategy in the region was
centred on the idea of a relationship with India as
a bulwark against Chinese influence. That as-
sumption increasingly appears open to question.
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The pitfalls of mandatory FIRS

n August 5, the

Supreme Court,

in G. Ganesh v.

State of Tamil
Nadu and Others, reiterated
that the police must register
an FIR upon receiving any
information about a missing
‘person’. The court clarified
that the expression ‘person’
did not refer only to missing
children but included every
person.

The Supreme Court in
May issued certain
directions which inter alia
included setting up a special
portal by the Ministry of
Home Affairs (MHA)
dedicated to human
trafficking, registration of an
FIR without waiting for any
preliminary enquiry or
leaving it to the guardians or
family of the missing person
to first search for him/her,
activating the anti-human
trafficking units (AHTUS) of
districts, restoring the
recovered child to the
rightful guardian in
accordance with law and
Aadhaar verification or
issuance of an Aadhaar card.

Presumption for children
The directions issued in G.
Ganesh are no different from
the directions issued by the
Supreme Court in Bachpan
Bachao Andolan (BBA) versus
Union of India and Others in
January 2013, in which the
court was dealing only with
‘missing children’. The court
then issued two directions.
The first related to
mandatory recording of FIR
so that police authorities are
activated in taking steps to
trace the child. Second, the
court asked each State to set
up a Special Juvenile Police
Unit at every police station
in accordance with the
provisions of the Juvenile
Justice (Care and Protection
of Children) Rules, 2007.

In May 2013, when
Madhya Pradesh expressed

is a former IPS officer

A week or
fortnight could
allow the police
to filter cases
where there is
credible
information that
the person
reported
missing was
neither
abducted nor
trafficked

some doubt with respect to
the provisions of Section 154
CrPC (now Section 173
BNSS), which relates to
information in cognisable
cases, the court said that
there will be an initial
presumption of either
abduction or trafficking,
unless, in the investigation,
the same is proved
otherwise.

Second, at least one
specially trained police
officer at each police station
was directed to be
designated as a Juvenile
‘Welfare Officer as per
Section 63 of the J] Act,
2000. In case a missing child
is not recovered within four
months from the date of the
FIR, the matter is to be
forwarded to the AHTU.

While, in the case of a
missing child, the
presumption of a cognisable
offence to set the law in
motion is understandable,
as a child’s consent has no
relevance in law, such a
presumption may be
problematic when an adult
leaves the house of his or
her own volition.

Adults have agency

It is a matter of common
knowledge that many adults
leave their homes to live
together as partners or get
married without the consent
of their parents. But in some
cases, couples have been
killed (in the name of family
honour) after being found,
with or without the
assistance of the police.

It is also undisputed that
initially every such case is
reported as a missing-person
case. If an FIR is registered
in every case, it will become
the duty of the police to
trace such couples or an
adult and hand them over to
their parents. A person may
leave information indicating
his or her willingness before
leaving, but the police would

still trace them to verify it.
Thus, consenting couples
may still face unnecessary
police investigation.

The case of G. Ganesh
involved a
one-year-and-10-month-old
child who went missing
from Chennai in 2011,
following which a ‘child
missing’ case was registered.
The case was transferred
first to the Central Crime
Branch and then to a Special
Investigation Team, but the
child remained untraced for
14 years. The petitioner
alleged that the MHA
guidelines issued in June
2013 for missing children
were not followed and that
the case was not transferred
to the AHTU after four
months. The Madras High
Court dismissed the petition
in March 2025, holding that
the police had made all
efforts to trace the child and
that the 2013 guidelines
were not applicable in 2011.

There was no occasion
for the Supreme Court to
suo motu take up the issue of
missing adults. The May
judgment also does not
indicate that the States were
heard on the issue. While
the court’s intention to deal
firmly with human
trafficking cannot be
doubted, not allowing even
a small window for the
police to conduct a
preliminary enquiry is
difficult to fathom. A week
or fortnight could allow the
police to filter cases where
there is credible information
that the person reported
missing was neither
abducted nor trafficked. A
blanket presumption of
kidnapping or trafficking in
every case of a missing
adult, without any evidence,
is against the spirit of the
statute. To that extent, the
court needs to review its
direction mandating the
registration of an FIR.

YouTube Homework

> BNSS

> Section — 173, 173(1), 187, 356, 47,

48, 56

;\J
R

Result Mitra




HEgcaqul qed

5 3R i, Galted AT A Sf1. T0IT §HH AHAATE 75T 9 H
HTH | I8 30T R gl%ﬂ‘l i fopet oft STt It (missing person)
T SRR e T qid TSR (FIR) 31 T AR SFaTerd
T fopa foh '=afF' (person) 3168 Shared ATIAT Sl o T &1 8, fceh
56 BT 3 o1 4Tk IS 2

u&H fdg (Key Highlights)
o Fdiea AT & S
* T HATHT (MHA) R HIHE q&aR o fote awfia ek ey aida
ST
o o foredt urifyres St (preliminary enquiry) * gl?f THATEAR
TSt ATl
*  UA-RHA SR IfeE (AHTUs) T @fshe T AR A Arqar
T 4 TR & it 72 firetar 2, dF amet AHTU &t ||
i aﬁ%mﬁﬁughz/agnﬁ (Presumption for Children):
* Sl o ATIAT &I O TR0 AT HIFE T T STIHT I
FHF H ST 2, Hfeh T H sl shl HEAId (consent) T hig

I Heed e Bl

a'awﬁ (Adults) o foro qwET:

ST oh ATHA H B S UHSTTEITR 3T STURI0T/qEam] hl
STTAT TETHT e 9aT el 2

s IR YT Al O 79 Hreft o {1y W A1 A A 6
foTe =X Bied 2

THTHA H THSATSHN &1 B & It 37 STeTT SIS bl
G Ioh HIAT-TUQT 3hi ETo o fTT ATl &1 STt &, fored
ITehT AT 3T ST Wt H U wehdl! 8

TRIeR ST (Preliminary Enquiry) <Y SITarsarehar:

<TEreh 3T HIAAT © Toh JfeTd 1 3 § A | ¥ 2 HHTE 1 497
fiyer =t arfer 3 IRfsyer ST ot Tkl

T YT 3T HIH shl ST oL FehTll STel ik STaHt 7sil
T @ HIT RIS SR AT T T G5 o

forT foheft Tel o TATIAT IT3eh o B A H 3100 AT
TRl T ST TTHT 1T sht | o REeT




(N

a2y

Form 26 and the statutory mandate

n June 12, the
Supreme Court
dismissed the
petition filed by
Congress leader Meenakshi
Natarajan challenging the
Returning Officer’s decision,
rejecting her nomination for
the Rajya Sabha election
from Madhya Pradesh. The
Returning Officer held that
Natarajan had failed to
disclose, in her Form 26
affidavit, a pending criminal
complaint against her and
had thereby suppressed
material information.

The criminal complaint,
instituted in 2025, alleged
that Natarajan failed to take
appropriate action against a
party leader accused of
misconduct. The case raises
important questions about
the scope of the disclosure
obligations imposed on
electoral candidates and the
constitutional remedies
available when nomination
papers are rejected.

History of legislation
The statutory obligation
requiring electoral
candidates to disclose their
criminal antecedents is of
relatively recent origin.
Parliament in 2002 inserted
Section 33-A into the
Representation of the People
Act, 1951, or ROPA. The
legislative amendment was
prompted by the top court’s
landmark decision in Union
of India v. Association for
Democratic Reforms (2002),
where the court held that
mandatory disclosure
neither imposed an
additional qualification for
contesting elections nor
conflicted with the scheme
of the ROPA. Rather, it
advanced the electorate’s
right to make an informed
choice and strengthened the
purity of the electoral
process.

Pursuant to the
judgment, the Election

Vanshaj Azad

is an advocate based
in New Delhi.
Presently, he is
working as a Law
Clerk-cum-Research
Associate at the
Supreme Court of
India

The case raises
questions about
the scope of
the disclosure
obligations
imposed on
candidates and
constitutional
remedies
available when
nomination
papers are
rejected

Commission was directed to
mandate disclosure of
specified criminal
antecedents, assets,
liabilities and educational
qualifications through an
affidavit. The government
subsequently introduced
Sections 33-A, 33-B, 75-A and
125-A into ROPA and
amended the Conduct of
Election Rules, 1961,
prescribing Form 26 as the
affidavit to accompany every
nomination paper.

Form 26 was initially
aligned with Section 33-A; a
significant departure
occurred in 2018. Paragraph
5 of the Form was amended
to require disclosure of all
pending criminal cases,
whereas Section 33-A
mandates disclosure only of
those cases involving
offences punishable with
imprisonment of two years
or more in which charges
have already been framed by
a competent court.

It is this apparent
divergence between the
parent statute and delegated
legislation that lies at the
heart of the present
controversy.

Disclosure mandate
The disclosure requirement
is operationalised through
Rule 4A of the Conduct of
Election Rules, 1961, which
requires every candidate to
file an affidavit in Form 26
along with the nomination
papers. Rule 4A, however, is
merely a procedural
mechanism for
implementing Section 33A
and thus, it cannot become
an independent source of
substantive obligations. Yet,
the 2018 amendment to
Form 26 appears to do
precisely that. Paragraph 5
now requires disclosure of
all pending criminal cases,
regardless of whether
charges have been framed.
The constitutional

question, therefore, extends
beyond Natarajan’s
candidature. Can delegated
legislation, under the guise
of prescribing the manner of
disclosure, enlarge a
substantive statutory
obligation?

Constitutional remedies
‘While describing Article 32,
Dr. B.R. Ambedkar famously
called it the “heart and soul”
of the Constitution.
However, while dismissing
Natarajan’s challenge to the
rejection of her nomination,
the top court relied upon
the Constitution Bench
decision in N.P. Ponnuswami
v. Returning Officer (1952),
which held that Article
329(b) bars judicial
intervention in electoral
disputes once the election
process has commenced,
leaving an election petition
as the exclusive
post-election remedy.

Natarajan’s case exposes
the limits of that doctrine.
Should the constitutional
remedies under Articles 32
and 226 remain unavailable
even where the Returning
Officer’s decision is alleged
to be manifestly arbitrary or
patently without
jurisdiction? Ponnuswami’s
rationale was to prevent
judicial intervention from
interrupting the electoral
process, not to insulate
totally perverse
administrative decisions.

Although Natarajan has
been granted liberty to
challenge her rejection
through an election petition
under Section 100 of ROPA,
the broader constitutional
question survives. It may be
time for the Supreme Court
to revisit Ponnuswami and
clarify whether
constitutional courts should
remain powerless even in
the face of patent
arbitrariness during the
electoral process.
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WHAT IS IT?

UN Sea Level Declaration

Vasudevan Mukunth

n September 24, the United
0 Nations General Assembly

approved the Declaration on Sea
Level Rise by consensus.

Perhaps its most important provision
concerns international law. The
Declaration affirms that low-lying
countries especially threatened by rising
seas, such as Fiji, Tuvalu, and Vanuatu,
will continue to retain their statehood,
sovereign rights, and UN membership. It
also says maritime zones will continue
to be defined in line with the UN
Convention on the Law of the Sea, even
if rising waters cause coastlines to
retreat further inland.

The Declaration arose from a
high-level meeting in 2024 and which
member countries had since negotiated
under a mandate calling for an
action-oriented agreement. Spanning
four pages, the Declaration organises
action around (i) science and data, (ii)
adaptation and financing, (iii)
livelihoods, socio-economic
development, data-sharing, and
early-warnings, and (iv) the legal
consequences of sea-level rise.

It also calls on countries to respond to
sea-level rise in a way that addresses
livelihoods and cultural heritage and
with the involvement of affected
communities.

The world’s low-lying island states —
which have organised themselves as the
Alliance of Small Island States in
international fora, including the COP

The current global mean sea-level rise is 4-5
mm/year. LOOK UP LOOK DOWN
PHOTOGRAPHY/UNSPLASH

climate talks — need these assurances
because the seas surrounding them
threaten to swallow most or all of their
habitable territory in the coming
decades. If they do, the Declaration will
ensure their citizens continue to retain
their nationality and economic rights.
The pact also commits UN member
countries to continue to engage on
issues related to sea-level rise, including
a high-level meeting before the 84th
session of the General Assembly ends.
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For feedback and suggestions
for ‘Science’, please write to
science@thehindu.co.in with the
subject ‘Daily page’
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Russia sanctions in focus as Foreign
Secretary Misri hosts U.S. delegation

Suhasini Haidar
NEW DELHI

Days after members of the
U.S. Congress passed a
new Russia sanctions law
targeting India and other
oil importers of Russian
crude oil, Foreign Secre-
tary Vikram Misri on Sun-
day met with a five-mem-
ber Congressional
Delegation headed by the
U.S. House Foreign Affairs
Committee Chair Brian
Mast.

The delegation included
Bill co-sponsor Jimmy Pa-
tronis, Republican repre-
sentative James Gallagher,
and Democrat Haley Ste-
vens, both of whom voted
in favour of it, as well as
Shri Thanedar, an Indian-
born U.S. lawmaker, who
had voted against the Bill.

The meeting follows
days after External Affairs
Minister S. Jaishankar
raised India’s concerns
about possible sanctions
with U.S. Secretary of State
Marco Rubio in New York,
and Mr. Misri discussed the
issue with U.S. Undersecre-
tary of State for Political Af-
fairs Allison Hooker.

Wide-ranging talks: Foreign Secref

tary Vikram Misri during the

meeting with the U.S.Congressional delegation. pTi

The Lindsey O. Graham
Sanctions against Russia
and Iran Act (SRIA), passed
in the U.S. Congress on
September 16, mandates
that U.S. President Donald
Trump impose up to 100%
sanctions on countries that
buy Russian oil and ex-
tends sanctions on trade
with Iran.

A determination on
what kind of sanctions, if
any, would be imposed on
India is expected to be
made next month, with a
30-day deadline pending.
Officials did not comment
on whether Mr. Misri dis-
cussed or received any as-

surances on a waiver of the
sanctions that can be
granted under certain
conditions.

“Discussions  covered
the entire gamut of India-
U.S. relations, including
the recently enacted SRIA
legislation and the future
trajectory of the relation-
ship,” Ministry of External
Affairs spokesperson
Randhir Jaiswal said in a
post about the meeting
that was held at Mr. Misri’s
residence. “They also ex-
changed views on interna-
tional issues of mutual con-
cern, energy security,
counter-terrorism and

freedom of navigation,” he
added.

Mr. Mast is an American
Army veteran who lost
both his legs in a blast in
Kandahar in 2010. He
works on counter-terro-
rism issues and has an in-
terest in South Asia. Dur-
ing the India-Pakistan
conflict in May 2025, Mr.
Mast said in an interview
that he had spoken to
“both sides”, and sought
de-escalation after India’s
strikes on Pakistan follow-
ing the Pahalgam terror at-
tacks. He has also advocat-
ed sanctions on Russia and
supports secondary sanc-
tions that have now been
proposed against China
and India, which are major
buyers of Russian oil. He
has criticised China in par-
ticular for military supplies
to Russia during the war in
Ukraine.

Mr. Thanedar was the
only member of the dele-
gation who voted against
the Bill, and was one of five
Indian-Americans who op-
posed it, largely over con-
cerns about the powers it
would grant the U.S. Presi-
dent.
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Iran stands firm on plan to reopen
Hormuz after Trump rejects move

Tehran insists on diplomacy, but says it has never backed down from its rights; the proposal seeks cessation of all hostilities

in the region, lifting of sanctions and release of frozen assets; US. envoy to the UN calls the deal cynical for asking too much

Agence France-Presse
WASHINGTON, TEHRAN

ran stood firm on Sun-
lday on its conditions

for reopening the
Strait of Hormuz, despite
U.S. President Donald
Trump’s rejection of the
proposal, leaving the war
in West Asia locked in a
stalemate.

Iram’s plan called for a
cessation of all hostilities in
the region, including in Le-
banon, according to Fo-
reign Minister Abbas
Araghchi, and a return to
the conditions in the cease-
fire deal that fell apart a
few months ago.

That agreement had
called for the release of fro-
zen Iranian assets, the lift-

Ocean view: A boy stands with his bicycle on a beach overlooking
vessels anchored in the Strait of Hormuz off Bandar Abbas, Iran. ap

ing of sanctions on Iranian
oil and an end to the U.S.
naval blockade.

“Our conditions are
clear, and any move to-
ward reopening Hormuz is
contingent upon these
conditions being fulfilled.

We will not back down
from them,” Mr. Araghchi
said on Sunday, according
to state media. “We have
never closed the door to di-
plomacy, but we have also
never backed down from
our rights.”

But Mr. Trump said on
Saturday that he rejected
the truce deal. “They want
to make a deal where they
open the Strait immediate-
ly because they’re losing so
badly,” he told reporters.

His Ambassador to the
UN, Mike Waltz, accused
Tehran of demanding too
much in exchange for a re-
turn to the negotiating ta-
ble. “This was, I think, a
pretty cynical attempt to
put something on the table
that they knew was unac-
ceptable. To ask for the re-
lease of the blockade, the
sanctions, international
sanctions and access to bil-
lions in assets, just to talk,”
he said.

Meanwhile, Iran’s Revo-
lutionary Guards said that

they seized an American
submarine drone on Sun-
day in the Strait of Hor-
muz. It said the underwa-
ter vehicle was being used
“for espionage purposes”.

Economic isolation
Hailing new restrictions
targeting Iran’s airlines and
banks, U.S. Treasury Secre-
tary Scott Bessent said on
Saturday that Washing-
ton’s efforts to pressure
countries to economically
isolate Iran was delivering
results.

“At my direction, teams
were dispatched across the
globe to engage with coun-
tries and demand action
against Tehran,” he said on
X. “These efforts are deli-
vering results”.

Houthis accuse Saudi Arabia
of deadly air raids on Yemen

Agence France-Presse
SANAA

Saudi airstrikes on Taiz in
southwest Yemen caused
dozens of casualties in an
area controlled by the
Houthis, the Iran-aligned
group said on Sunday, as
fighting escalated further
after a truce broke down
months ago.

The Houthi’s military
spokesman Yahya Saree ac-
cused Saudi Arabia of
launching two air raids
that hit a market on the
outskirts of the city, saying
nearly 50 people were
killed or wounded.

The spokesman said
blood was “unjustly and
aggressively spilled” in a
statement posted online,
vowing there would be
consequences for the
attack.

Earlier, the group’s Al-
Masirah TV channel said a

Smoke rises near buildings in
Taiz Governorate, Yemen,
following air strikes. REUTERS

strike killed seven people
and wounded 40 more at a
market in Taiz, minutes af-
ter reporting that a Saudi
fighter jet had targeted the
area.

Images broadcast by Al-
Masirah showed vehicles
with blown-out windows

as well as damaged
warehouses.

Fighting intensified in
September as the Houthis
launched a lightning offen-
sive that saw them seize Ye-
men’s entire Red Sea coast,
including the Bab al-Man-
dab Strait, a vital shipping
lane. The Houthis have in
parallel launched a block-
ade on Saudi Arabian ener-
gy exports, already choked
off by Iran’s closure of the
Strait of Hormuz.

Schools in Riyadh shut
On Saturday, Saudi Arabia
said it intercepted two
Houthi drones that were
heading in the direction of
the capital Riyadh.

Schools in Riyadh an-
nounced on Sunday that
they would be shifting to
remote learning for a
week, without giving a rea-
son, according to messages
sent to parents.

®
R

Result Mitra




a2y

(N

ROMANIA
RUSSIA
BULGARIA KAZAKHSTAN  yZBEKISTAN

GREECE TURKMENISTAN

EGYPT
SAUDTI &
ARABIA
S U D AN
ERITREA
DJIBOUTI
ETHIOPIA S OA AT A

300 km

300 mi




c

a2y

(N

India claims silver in open event;
women bag the bronze medal

Arjun scores over Leko to help the team secure a draw against Hungary; Humpy stars in the draw against Georgia to ensure the side

finishes on the podium; the country wins the Gaprindashvili Trophy and board medals; Uzbekistan and China emerge champions

CHESS OLYMPIAD

Sports Bureau

he men won the sil-
I ver, and the wo-
men the bronze. In-

dia, the defending
champion in both the open
and women’s sections,
could not repeat the stun-
ning twin success of 2024,
but at least finished with
medals at the Chess Olym-
piad in Samarkand.

In the open section,
host Uzbekistan emerged
the champion, while China
came up with a dominant
show to win the women’s
title despite not fielding
some of its best players.

On the final day, the In-
dian men drew with Hun-
gary 2-2, while the women
shared the honours with
Georgia (2-2).

The Indian men finished
with 18 points, two less
than the host, which de-
feated Ukraine 2.5-1.5. Ger-
many, which surprised ma-
ny, won the bronze after its
2.5-1.5 win over the Nether-

Impressive show: The Indian teams finished among the medals while Praggnanandhaa, Gukesh, Humpy, Divya and Savitha Shri, second right, came up with consistent displays
and also took home individual prizes. FIDE

lands. Arjun Erigaisi’s win
over Peter Leko on the se-
cond board proved crucial,
as D. Gukesh was beaten by
Gleb Dudin. R. Praggna-
nandhaa and Nihal Sarin
drew their games.

Significant win

For the Indian women,
Koneru Humpy scored a
significant win on the top
board against Nana Dzag-
nidge. Though Divya Desh-
mukh lost on the second
board, to Bela Khotenash-
vili, Vantika Agrawal and

the magnificent B. Savitha
Shriboth drew their games
to ensure India would end
up on the podium, after all.

Slew of board medals
India also retained the Ga-
prindashvili Trophy, given
to the team with the best
overall score.

India is the only country
to win a medal in both
open and  women’s
sections.

India also won a slew of
board medals. Savitha
struck gold on the reserve

board in the women’s sec-
tion while Divya won the
silver on the second board.
Humpy and Vantika the
bronze on the top and
fourth boards respectively.
In the open section, Gu-
kesh won the silver on the
fourth board, while Pragg-
nanandhaa claimed the
bronze on the top board.

Important results (final
round): Open:

India drew with Hungary 2-2
(R. Praggnanandhaa drew with
Richard Rapport; Arjun Erigaisi bt
Peter Leko; Nihal Sarin drew with

Benjamin Gledura; D. Gukesh lost
to Gleb Dudin).

Uzbekistan bt Ukraine 2.5-1.5;
Germany bt Netherlands 2.5-1.5;
USA bt Turkiye 3-1; Serbia bt
Azerbaijan 2.5-1.5; Armenia bt
Croatia 3-1; China bt Uzbekistan
(2) 3-1; France bt Denmark
3.5-0.5; England bt Italy 2.5-1.5;
Spain bt Georgia 3-1.

The standings: 1. Uzbekistan 20;
2-3.India and Germany 18; 4-7.
USA, Azerbaijan, Armenia and
Hungary 17; 8-10. China, France
and Spain 16.

Women: India drew with
Georgia 2-2 (Koneru Humpy bt
Nana Dzagnidge; Divya

Deshmukh lost to Bela
Khotenashvili; Vantika Agrawal
drew with Lela Javakhishvili; B.
Savitha Shri drew with Meri
Arabidze).

Armenia bt Uzbekistan 3-1; China
bt Vietnam 3-1; Kazakhstan drew
with Poland 2-2; USA bt Romania
3-1; Mongolia bt Greece 2.5-1.5;
France drew with Slovenia 2-2;
Bulgaria drew with Latvia 2-2;
Indonesia drew with Spain 2-2;
Turkiye bt Sri Lanka 3-1.

The standings: 1. China 20; 2.
Kazakhstan 18; 3-7. India, USA,
Poland, Armenia and Mongolia
17; 8-10. Georgia, Vietnam and
Slovenia 16.
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HEgcaqul qed

463 ITALT A TUATE (46th Chess Olympiad 2026)

* I EAT (Venue): HATHE, I5elfehEa™ (Silk Road International
Exhibition Centre, Samarkand, Uzbekistan)|
*  Ha A HA qh gAT (Dates): 15 Rrdaw & 27 fordar 2026 71
*  ORA J HIA-H WS Hd? (India's Medals)
O Wﬁgﬁ{—lﬁ?ﬁ@'ﬂ 2 AT ASA (Team Medals) ET&!FH%"Q
*  INUF Y (Open Section): ISTd 9qeh (Silver Medal) 2
* Tice e IsdfehEd (Uzbekistan)
* fieaR Hea: WA (India)

o i 4 THAT (Germany)

HIFAT T (Women's Section): it USeh
(Bronze Medal) 6

o8 Beed: = (China)

fireat Heet: sheTioheaT (Kazakhstan)

SiT~1 Heel: YR (India)

TifSreToTiarett 21T (Gaprindashvili Trophy):
A i S e A e
o foT W ot AifseToTiarett 2Rt & off Tefaa
foRarm |
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Azadl Ka
Amrit Mahotsav

TEAT A TRRTS Wdl T goul b ShiyaH Wyl §
B UgH Siid R aeied Y Bl qUTS &

ufafp fafd: 27 SEP 2026 9:26PM by PIB Delhi

R o e A T 3t v Qe # gent 31 SE1yat W § $1 ues fian R dufed
TR B FurE |

gy 3 e1 i &) Rl 9 9o a1t 307 Bfed 3dew # o e & Ry o @t e,
TeTRIfa R Uah 12 F1 SR gl 81 o A 3 o 7 1A 27 A T AR IR a9
FY §U A AT T Aot & wAe e, S e wieeit Iuafer 31 puE 3 396
yfasy & gft wramet & farg sroeht gy oft <

T R & URe F, ger eafay 3 seer &

o Gal 7 gent @ SHer Wyl § i v Sfiad w a9 Ie) 3t aga-agd aurg: @
T T Fe a1a 304 Bi3 gdey H YF A & AU 7Toid BT &HaT, YeAUla 3R Uadb 1S B
SRR BIelt B 1 S 37 il BT Sevad YakiA $d §U Y A &1 UHER FEIe fhar| a8
TS WIg- Iuafel 8 | Hiaw 3 &R var & fR1u 3= 21 YU@THATY: YIUH @narendramodi

wyrE fa

VA
Azadi,
Amrit Mahotsav

%n:msﬁfr Wt 3 ot
u Wﬂ@gﬂ%m%%w

ufaf® fdfd: 27 SEP 2026 9:24PM by PIB Delhi

yerrE ot R A F e v Eai 4 Al @ 000 Hiex Hiueaaw wel § wiw ugd
S TR T et & WER vee ol SIET SYd gU S 9urg dfl

U 3 Pel b difead 9o Uge & W-HTY U GA4E e Wew o Bl 59 Sudiel
@1 3R N T G 21 IEA wEifed fhar & uvd & wmdu R sge @ A 9¥ A% &
TiRaTf=e e 2 o wiy & 9 widres & ol v & g areft s meg o <

T W U Ui § gy st 3w e

i Gt 1 AREr 3000 Hiew Wiue=s J ured e B UHER UewiH, 391 IR U a0
= feban g9 Iuaier &1 3R W @rg 91 T S € o 981 ifsan 9 uge & Wry-wy ST
T fe v oft fimm I wader o sige o R QY WA @1 7 21 I A &
m%ﬁqéﬁwﬁ:mtg narendramodi”

gy srfag

Azadig,
Amrit Mahotsav

TYTHA A Wl | 3 P dell B Tl
T I9d Uedh W%ﬁwﬁ&

yfaf® fafd: 27 SEP 2026 8:33PM by PIB Delhi
T oft R w7 oret RrE Felt § Afgens @ ddt ga H I9d e Sitad W T "o
EakDiEkll
TR 3 Bl 6 IHT Ue™H gHeR 3R SN § YR TeT, o 39 @1 9gd Iea | R
e A I M T GHT F 3R 31fiiep G g1id B4 B YHBHATY & |
TR TR TS URe H W Hrafay 3 Fer:
g Gat # afears 1 ddft @e Wl & 790 gew Sien R T G99 B 9418! ST TeRH
YAER R e 2417 T, R 3w ot agd G fireht 21 o ara gmg & 3= 3R ot g
i Pm @narendramodi”

A Ry
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Azadiyk,
Amrit Mahotsav

u%rmnsﬁﬁ@rcrra‘@?ﬁﬁ
T HI Y& Sifdd IR

Tm
I g—
Azadik,

Amrit Mahotsav

3ff @t 200 HeX A
HET DI

wurEl srafay

YT A TR Wl § goW &l Uhd WhI Wy

gugdl T I5Id U Siid- R 314y Rig &I 9ers ¢t
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ufaf® fafd: 27 SEP 2026 8:29PM by PIB Delhi ufaf® fafd: 27 SEP 2026 8:24PM by PIB Delhi

weTEER ot e A 3 o RS Bat § Afgensit @ 200 et Wil F UHeR S Ues S TerER ot TR ) 3 o1t R el 3 o 9 v e w9 3 3o v o TR o
X g WeT bl guE A T

U 3 S i TR Wl F oo vgd € gaed J S Ay ok T Yo & e S
SIS TS S TifETn UR S o &S | ot Hidt 59 WHER Susie W I aurs & iR @l %ﬁ@?&?ﬁgﬁggﬁgmﬁgm%ﬁgg3 i 37 gy st

fF HRA ST TR TE &
T STty 3 Te IR T URe  arEn

TR W U U H wurE iy 3 @

. N . . URTaTE Gt F YeNl B Uhe wpie Wyl H I6id Uad S W @abhaysinghkos H FHUTS! SHT
m@?ﬁmﬁ”'%?;mﬁ—%‘*“a@g@a@”;;‘?fgmﬂgr@ﬁqfwﬁ T 3R T 3 R 9 IR e 21 9% SRl I g Wl @ 3 T wd e
TR TaT & | 9 WHER SR & {10 9% US| ¥RE $1 99 T 7T §: PM @narendramod” e &1 e & forg 32 &1 quaTIe: e @narendramod



g M fdwdws | Explainer Details

Social Welfare

fay wieq faaw 2026
YRd H wfeq &1 faarg ik fSforea sgana

Posted On: 26 SEP 2026 2:22PM

27 dav 2026 ﬁ"@ﬁﬁmﬁmﬁﬁmﬁﬂﬁ?ﬁwwﬁ' (Digital Agenda and Artificial Intelligence to Redesign Tourism) Zﬁﬁé‘fﬁaﬁ’ﬂw
T aTe [y g fRaw W, weT & i B PR G4 3 awie B YfHT UR GIN 33T STeNT] YRT I8 Gaey AfE (e, IR SR SrefifasT & g v
HEa@qUl TTGEal & & 3 FUR TET & 2023-24 T 57 oSTd) 85,2206 BT TTGTT 37 4R 8,46 BRIG TR B THT @27/ 2025 7 TG Gem! BT H@T 428.55
FIIS qF UgT TS wale [3QT THed! B GTT §@H7 2.53 BRI 51 T3 iR U T Gewf GaT B BATE 22,76,831 BRIG A% UgT T HRT Lole gAHISeT
31Sar f3foreet @ew i 3ik A8 @8 (VIDHI+) & TG 9 f3foreet Tefe 3ohifired @1 4t oorgd 7 X678 Forad Baird TaT & S i 1G] IR iR AT
T 6T &1 31oree TaTaR & Gre-Gre, eI G327 2.0, THIG (PRASHAD), F5o7 ZRTH R Gefe IR 3519 oIe} G 7l &1 [T @ 361 & Gdced] & ofgHa &1

FEaY T 61 5 Si% STSAIHT & Sfaer GaT Y W61 51 HRT & (3¢ T 399 2026 TIRIE & aWR WS TGl 58 §Y GHIARN i 2w e 87 @ a7 @1
YR BT BN ) THIR BT 81

Tieq: wyert, Teply ok wae e #i Sen

e |, STET SR TEpfaal &1 Ha a8 98 FHET & R SfaeR UaT HRl 8, HMeifde! H gag oar 8 o e e § oy anTeM <ar 21 g ar WR

2024 F AT 1R T 3 3y SIS @1 10% T 10.9 fefera STer @1 drmar fean, wry € 357 fAfer Fioial 3w faan o sfegia wiedt & &= ¥ 19
fefer siar &t 0T g3 |

Y-S 78 &7 9 38T 2, 9T $ T B4 3R SHIET BT 3Hd HI BT aiidh] 9&d W8T 81 39 §edld & dob-ie Uk 3eH Ul AT I8 € 3% oféfthiRma sefrie
(3nTs) ¢fesH ol 73 fawm 37 arelt 3nTeht ol drehd ST IHR TET 21 SEaR hyd A ¥ AR SINE! B Hogd B R GHed! b $IHd Bl dgaR S ad, TS
e Pl el WE, YRR AR T 97 § 7eg 3= Ul 8| 9ae gY 39 AR W fay wier faaw 2026 & SR @Y o faan smu | 78 & 27 R &1 e
TIeareR ¥ fefoea gorer 3R anfEftpiRme E%ﬁ“lﬁﬂ Y Tded & TA1 =G A (Digital Agenda and Artificial Intelligence to Redesign Tourism) 2 & T AR ST
Tg fiT TaTe & {5 $Y fefoea TamR @ik v wied & HiTw &7 9ad Yovd & R T1Y & gefer Rdl & Hd R 376 UdeF & a0t Bl S8R 911 9o 2|




1. International Day of Clean Air for Blue Skies

2. Blue Bond

TH: T o0 A1 hrdshd (NCAP) Tover a8 7%
feraT =T an?

(A) 2017

(B) 2019

(C) 2021

(D) 2023




Overview

° COP-31
* Voting Right
* ECI

e Indian Standard Time Rules 2026

* RTT 2005 Section 24(4)
* Flower Discovery
° US-China

* FIR in Missing cases s
S Result Mitra
° UN Sea Level Declaration

) USA sanction on Russia and Iran

. Iran-USA-HOUTHIS-SAUDI ARAB
* Chess Olympiad
. Asian Games

* World Tourism Day
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